
Hi Chris, 
 
The Diocese of Los Angeles and the West just completed its Conference in Santa Clara, CA where 
we had a very educational and prayerful time together. 
 
In our Diocese we have full Divine Liturgy daily and vespers each evening where the full choir 
participates...it is very beautiful.  The first services of the week begin with a smaller group of 
dedicated members of about 20 and by the Sunday Hierarchical Divine Liturgy we have over 50...it 
was glorious! 
 
It is our tradition to have daily choir rehearsal where we work on new music as well as preparation 
for our services.  This year was especially challenging due to the fact that we were still using all the 
Paschal Music. 
 
We had come to a decision to use one specific Christ is Risen melody in 3 languages, and all the 
churches were asked to learn this year.  I think the result was very nice, in that we were able to 
work together as a unit and pray together without the worry of different melodies.  I was allowed to 
use a Slavonic Christ is Risen melody after communion that really made all of our members 
feel included...all the services were so very beautiful and inspiring. 
 
Traditionally, the Western Region combines the Oratorical Festival and the Choir Festivals 
together.  We really like the sharing of these events as it allows for each group to have wonderful 
audiences and the two really compliment each other. 
 
We used music that complimented the Conference theme, described and explained portions of the 
Divine Liturgy and showed the inspirational and prayerfulness of our beautiful music. 
 
We are very lucky that the West Coast Sacred Music Institute takes place in Southern California 
each year in Jan or Feb.  Fr. John Finley, our resident music scholar, helps facilitate this fantastic 
Orthodox music experience.  This year we brought in Paul Jabara from Montreal, Chris Farha 
from Wichita, Fr. John Finley from the Santa Barbara area, His Grace Bsp JOSEPH and myself as 
our speakers and clinicians.  The attendees really enjoyed themselves and took home a wealth of 
information, new music and hands-on training.  It is our plan to offer this Institute again this 
Winter and hope that we are able to double our numbers. 
 
Respectfully submitted, your servant in Christ, 
 
Mareena Boosamra Ball 
Director of Sacred Music 
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West 


