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Happiness Is The

Empty Tomb

editor’s letter

Everyone seems to be selling happiness.
 Happiness is a new car, a new house, even a new
shampoo! Well, I’ve had new cars, houses and
even shampoos, and, like you, I know that none
of these brings authentic and lasting happiness.
Everyone who drinks from that fountain will be
thirsty again. What does bring happiness,
 contentment and joy is being right with God and
right with His world. When we put God first in
our lives, and order our lives as we know God
wants us to, we can be content. Joy is accepting
that Christ’s tomb is empty, that the Word of God
has taken on flesh and, by so doing, has rescued
us from the fallen world and from ourselves.
 Happiness is joining ourselves to God, or rather
accepting that God has joined Himself to us.

The message of the Gospel is that “He who
rose from the dead, Christ our true God” has
 accomplished all that we need to be right with
God and with each other.  The empty tomb is a
magnificent witness that He is the fulfillment of
the prophecies and that He is the revealer of the
Trinity. The true God has come to us to reveal
Himself to us. He has revealed that He wants us
to be saved. He has shown us that He loves us
and cares for us. Christ calls us to share in His
love for God the Father and to work with the
Holy Spirit to care for the World and the people
that God calls home to Himself.

Nowhere is this message clearer than in the
Eucharist and at no time is it clearer than at
Pascha. By feeding us, Christ joins us to Himself
and to the life of the Trinity. He took wine and
bread and proclaimed that this is His lifeblood
and His body. He joins us to Himself and then
sends us out to share the good news with the

world. In our baptisms,
we have put Christ on,
and in our lives we need
to show who we are and
how God has made His
home in us. Otherwise,
we will not be true to our-
selves and such falsehood
will cause us to be uneasy
and uncomfortable. If we
want contentment, we
Christians ultimately have
no choice other than to
let God shine through us and be what He calls us
to be and do what He calls us to do. 

Christ calls us to join Him in loving the Father
and taking care of each other. Such care involves
sharing His truths and meeting each other’s
needs. This Christ does by His example and
through us by extension. He extends His love
through us to all that we encounter. This ministry
is rewarding and joyous. This life is fulfilling and
happy. This is real contentment and peace.

In this edition of The WORD we continue
Charles Ajalat’s interview about Orthodox
 administrative unity. We also have a reflection on
the worship of Holy Saturday. These articles are
thought-provoking. I hope that such thought will
bring you closer to God, the One who loves us
and calls us home in Pascha to Himself.

by Fr. John Abdalah
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KA: This question, I don’t know, may sound a little
controversial, but let me ask it. Frankly, Charles
how much do you think financial support coming
from North America has to do with all of this
 continuing control?

CA: I don’t think for the most part it’s an issue of
money. I think a lot of the mother churches think
their position, either in world Orthodoxy or in their
region of the world, for example the Middle East,
will be diminished, and it will hurt Orthodox
 Christians in that part of the world or in the world
overall. I believe, however, that the truth is the
 opposite: that all of Orthodoxy will be strengthened
as the North American Church becomes stronger
and more unified.

KA: This idea that Orthodoxy in North America is a
diaspora was rejected by the Orthodox bishops of
SCOBA at Ligonier in 1994, wasn’t it?

CA: Yes. One of the most beautiful moments I
 remember is when, God rest his soul, Greek
 Orthodox Archbishop Iakovos stood up in Ligonier
and exclaimed, “We are not a diaspora. Let’s
 declare ourselves to be an Episcopal Assembly.” He
was telling the truth about not being a  diaspora,
even though that was a controversial thing to say
because of the Ecumenical  Patriarchate’s claim
about the diaspora, and he was telling the truth that
in fact, SCOBA should be an “Episcopal Assembly,”
a term that was used by the mother churches in the
1990 and 1993 pre- conciliar conferences
 preparing for an Ecumenical Council.

KA: Did all the bishops present at Ligonier sign the
statements on missions and evangelism and unity?
And tell us what happened after the meeting.

Ke v i n  A l l e n  ( K A )  o f  I l l u m i n e d  H e a r t ,  a n  i n t e r n e t  r a d i o  p r o g r a m  a i r e d  o n

A n c i e n t  F a i t h  R a d i o ,  h t t p : / / a n c i e n t f a i t h . c o m / I ,  i n t e r v i e w e d  C h a r l e s

A j a l a t  ( C A )  C h a n c e l l o r  o f  t h e  S e l f - R u l e d  A n t i o c h i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h r i s t i a n

A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  r e g a r d i n g  h i s  p e r s o n a l  v i e w s  o n  O r t h o d o x

u n i t y.  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w.

Orthodox
UNITY
in America

PART II :  AN INTERVIEW WITH CHARLES AJALAT ON
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Orthodoxy was
brought to North
America over 200
years ago by Russia,
back in 1794, through
Alaska and then
through California.

CA: Well, the bishops did sign the two statements
on missions and evangelism and unity and those
statements, for anyone who reads them, should be
non-controversial. They are beautiful statements
regarding the purpose and mission of the church.

Those statements together with the signatures
of the bishops can be seen or obtained by getting
the booklet “A New Era Begins,” which also con-
tains other documents regarding administrative
unity, including the article by Archbishop Paul of
Finland that I mentioned and the pre-conciliar
 documents. Perhaps you could cross-reference
these on your website.

As I understand it, the answer to the second
part of your question, is that after the meeting, the
Ecumenical Patriarch put pressure on the bishops
under his jurisdiction to withdraw their signatures
from the documents, and that was supposedly
done. And many believe that the resignation of
Archbishop Iakovos was also a result of Ligonier.

KA: Has there been any other formal convocation
of the Conference of Bishops with a specific pur-
pose of moving towards unity since 1994?

CA: Unfortunately, no. There have been two
 additional conferences of bishops in the interven-
ing 13-year period, but they have not discussed the
critical issue of administrative unity. In fact the
 jurisdictions opposed to moving quickly towards
such unity insist that even the word unity not be
mentioned in their statements.

KA: Well, which jurisdictions in your opinion have
spoken and speak openly in favor of or support of
a North American Orthodox church and which
 emphasize obstacles?

CA: Well I think the OCA, the Orthodox Church in
America, and the self-ruled Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese are among the primary
 proponents, although there are other proponents
as well. And what we need to do is have all of them
speak up even more.

Because Ligonier, the first conference of
 bishops, is such a historical turning point for the
Orthodox Church on this continent, I would
 encourage your listeners to get and view a copy of
the exciting video produced regarding the Ligonier
meeting, where you will see practically all of the

Left to right: Fr. John Behr, Charles Ajalat, Fr. Chad Hatfield, Dr. George Farha



bishops advocating such a Church. It is also called,
“A New Era Begins.”

As to the second part of your question, I’m not
sure that any jurisdiction would publicly oppose
unity, although in private even a very key current
SCOBA hierarch claims such administrative unity
is not needed or possible now. I think often the
 obstacles to administrative unity are more subtle
than outright rejecting the idea. Hierarchs oppos-
ing unity don’t allow frank discussions aimed at
achieving unity, or they argue for a delay, that
 people aren’t ready or don’t want it. Or argue that
we’re already one church, we don’t need adminis-
trative unity since we can receive communion in
each other’s church and so forth.

KA: Okay, I hate to put you on the spot, but you told
me off air that the Ecumenical Patriarch, the
 current one, when he was a Metropolitan, said that
there’s no support for Orthodox unity in the U.S.
Isn’t it accurate to say that the Ecumenical Patriar-
chate and those subordinate to it in North America
are not advocates of administrative Orthodox unity
in practice, at least at this time? And do you think
the Ecumenical Patriarch’s assessment of a lack of
grassroots support is correct?

CA: Well, what I told you off air was that when
 Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew was
 Metropolitan, way back in 1991, he said to me in
Canberra, Australia that he did not believe the
 people in North America wanted administrative
unity here as much as I did. I told him at the time
that I thought there were many more than he
 suspected, and I think that number has increased
significantly since then. I don’t know what his
 position is today. It may be the same, it may not.
On the other hand, I think that in part he’s right. In
other words many Orthodox Christians are only
concerned about what happens in their own parish
and don’t even know about their brother and sister
Orthodox in other jurisdictions. So there’s much

work to be done. Hopefully the hierarchs
will  encourage such work and encourage

direct discussions regarding how to
achieve this administrative unity.

But, as I’ve indicated, not every-
one approaches
the issue that
way.

KA: Well, I
know you want
to be  politically
correct and

everything, but has the  Ecumenical  Patriarch in
your opinion done  anything structurally that would
hinder or contravene any such future administra-
tive unity in America?

CA: I’m not sure what you may be referring to. I
can think of two things that are not helpful to hav-
ing a future single administrative structure. One is
when the Ecumenical Patriarchate changed the
 relationship of their bishops in North America and
made them Metropolitan bishops rather than non-
Metropolitan, strengthening administrative control
rather than going in the opposite direction as other
mother churches have done. But hopefully it won’t
ultimately hinder future administrative unity. You’re
probably also thinking about the Ecumenical
 Patriarchate having removed from the jurisdiction
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese the country of
Canada, whereas the Antiochians and the OCA,
among others, include Canada. Again, that’s not
helpful, but I think step-by-step implementations in
resolving each problem can be done and it
shouldn’t prevent anything.

KA: Now I say this with absolutely no disrespect
meant at all. But the Ecumenical Patriarchate in
current Istanbul, Turkey has what, perhaps 3,000
Orthodox left there?

CA: I think the number I’ve heard is about 2,000,
maybe less.

KA: Well, without the authority over churches in
this so-called “diaspora,” wouldn’t this ancient
 patriarchal see and others like it have less clout?

CA: We need together to find a constructive role
for the Ecumenical Patriarchate while simultane-
ously strengthening and making administratively
independent a unified church here. The Orthodox
Church, precisely because it is a family of
churches, does need a point of reference, and the
Ecumenical Patriarchate can provide that.

We’re a family of churches that support each
other and are one. The local church is the fullness
of the faith. The national Orthodox Church is the
fullness of the faith, and the international Orthodox
Church is the fullness of the faith. In our
 ecclesiology 1+1+1=1, each level and the overall
Church are the fullness of the faith. In Roman
Catholicism, on the other hand, 1+1+1=3, the
 international church is made up of its components;
each level is not a whole.

Now in that context we have to understand that
we’re part of the world-wide Orthodox Church and
that we want simultaneously to support and have a

......as Christians we
want the unity of the

church at all levels.
Christ said, “That
they may be one

 Father, even as we
are one.” 
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vision for the Church throughout the world, even as
we progress, God willing, toward an
 administratively unified North American Church.

KA: The famous canonist Alexander Bogolopev has
said: “In the past the founding of a new church
 occurred mostly without the consent of the mother
church. Canonical relations were usually broken off
and sometimes the new church was even
 excommunicated. Later, however, there was no
 alternative for the mother church but to recognize
the independence of the separated church.” Could
you comment?

CA: Well, some say, as you suggest, that there are
two routes to administrative unity, evolution,
 evolving toward a unified administrative structure
here, and revolution, just declaring autocephaly. I
think that the answer is probably somewhere in
 between and goes more to the evolution kind of
route. I think directly and frankly discussing the
 issues and seeing the benefit of administrative unity
here for all on both sides of the Atlantic is what
needs to happen.

You know the problem is people are even
 refusing at the hierarchical level to discuss it.
That’s what unfortunately makes people say let’s
have revolution, and I don’t think that’s good.

KA: Well, I don’t mean to discuss mutiny, but again,
we’re having a hypothetical, academic discussion
here, so hopefully we understand all the issues. Is
there anything legally, according to U.S. federal law,
that would hinder an American Orthodox
 jurisdiction from declaring itself autocephalous? I
mean as far as I can see the only leverage the
mother church would have would be lack of
 recognition or excommunication. And, I’m not
 minimizing the importance of these but other than
that wouldn’t life go on as usual? I mean we’ve
heard eventually the mother church has to
 recognize the independence of a separated church.

CA: Well, I’m not sure how to answer that, Kevin.
Let me say first, as Christians we want the unity of
the church at all levels. Christ said, “That they may
be one Father, even as we are one.” So better routes
than causing division, even for a historically short
period, must be achieved. But if, as you say, it is
only hypothetical and you are asking me as a
lawyer, the only secular legal block that I can think
of in North America comes with the issue of control
of the real property and assets of individual
churches, but ultimately if that’s planned it’s
 generally not an obstacle that can’t be overcome.

But the right way, I want to emphasize, is not

to be thinking about revolution, but to get all to
 recognize the reality and the benefits of an
 administratively unified North American Church.
And most importantly, Kevin, to recognize that such
a church is inevitable and it should be planned
 together in unity, not in disharmony. We can’t keep
sticking our heads in the sand. We’ve got to deal
with the issue.

KA: And I don’t disagree, by the way, personally
that this is the right way to go. I just would state
for the record that as Americans we tend to be a
 little bit more impatient.

CA: Well, I think it’s important that the mother
churches understand that, because there are more
and more people unfortunately who are saying that,
which puts pressure on their hierarchs.

KA: The first four Ecumenical Councils not only
recognized in principle the Church consisting of
several administratively independent local
churches as opposed, as you pointed out to the
Roman Catholic model, but it also established and
validated new local churches whose number would
never be and has never been limited. Right?

CA: If you look at the history of the Church, origi-
nally as the Church grew there were four centers
of administrative authority, Rome, Alexandria,
 Antioch, and Jerusalem: The first three because
they were centers of the secular world, and the
fourth because it was the Holy City. And then when
Constantine created Constantinople in the Fourth
Century, Constantinople took its place after Rome
in what are referred to as the dyptichs, the order in
which you commemorate the heads of the churches
of the Orthodox Churches. When Rome left the rest
of the church, Constantinople became the “first
among equals.” And certainly Orthodox tradition
has recognized the creation of administratively
 independent churches (even during the period of
when Rome was part of the Church) such as
 Georgia, Russia, Serbia, Bulgaria, Romania,
Cyprus, Greece, et cetera, not to mention the
 autonomous Japanese and Finnish churches as
 examples.

KA: Is the problem a complicated canon law issue,
where there is no clear guidance on how to
 establish a new local church?

CA: I think the interpretation of the canons
wouldn’t be so complicated if it weren’t for the cul-
tural and political aspects. On the issue of the
canons, however, the mother churches have not
come to agreement as to whether autocephaly (full
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independence) or autonomy (semi-independence),
can be declared by the mother church responsible
for the daughter church or whether the Ecumenical
Patriarchate and/or all the other churches must also
agree.

But one thing that is very much needed in
world Orthodoxy is the idea that Metropolitan
PHILIP has put forward, namely that the Orthodox
should have a standing commission of all the
 Orthodox Churches, perhaps in Geneva, I would
even say perhaps in New York, where the Orthodox
can be communicating together regarding every-
day issues and being a witness to the cultures
around them.

KA: Well, I’m just a lay person hearing this and work-
ing through this in my own thought process, but it
doesn’t seem highly likely to me that the mother
churches or the Ecumenical Patriarchate would grant
autocephaly voluntarily, which has rarely happened.
Do you disagree with that assessment?

CA: Well, that’s a complex question. You know, as
I think about it Kevin, the OCA is an autocephalous
church. That means they could issue a tomos
 (declaration) of autocephaly to all the Orthodox
Churches in North America who wanted to accept
it. So that could be one way. I mean Moscow
granted autocephaly to them. You may be right,
 although I’d like to believe that all the bishops of
the mother churches want what’s best for the entire
Church. Sure the interests of each church are not
the same and there are cultural and political and
other problems, but I think the real need is for
 Orthodox hierarchs here, together with their coun-
terparts abroad, to directly discuss the issues and
create structures that benefit all.

And, equally importantly, I think that the laity
in all jurisdictions must stand up and keep giving
this message to their hierarchs and simultaneously
work together on the local and diocesan level,
 giving practical meaning to the coming administra-
tive unity.

I think the best route might be not to be an
 autocephalous church immediately but, as part of
those discussions, to get those who are willing to
work toward administrative unity to start integrat-
ing their departments of religious education and
youth ministry and so forth and having a common
voice in Washington, DC, and having even a joint
congress of the laity and the clergy of their juris-
dictions.

If you have this unity in practice at the admin-

istrative  levels of the Church, it would make it
much easier to some day have an autocephalous
Church because the faithful who have not under-
stood this situation as well will have become edu-
cated to the oneness of the Church.

KA: Who would lead an administratively unified
Church and what would happen to all the other
archbishops and bishops that already exist?

CA: Well, nothing would happen to them in terms
of their being archbishops or bishops. As to leader-
ship, the new Church would establish rules as to
how the primate is elected. For example, in the
OCA, the clergy and laity vote and if one candidate
on the first ballet gets two-thirds of the vote, that
person is the primate of that autocephalous church.
If no one gets two-thirds, then the Holy Synod of
the OCA elects. Under the Romanian route, the laity
and clergy elect. And in many, if not most Synods,
the members of the Synod elect. You could have all
kinds of mechanisms. What is most critical is to
have a synod with binding authority, perhaps first
an interim synod with a rotating presidency retain-
ing each jurisdiction’s existing governance and re-
lationship to its mother church, and ultimately a
unified administrative structure with its own rules
for such elections.

KA: You hear it said, “Be patient. We now are hav-
ing much more pan-Orthodox activity at the clergy
and lay level, just wait until this process matures,
and unity will come naturally.” Do you agree or dis-
agree with that?

CA: I disagree for the most part. I think there’s
some truth in it but you know Kevin, as I indicated
before, I think administrative unity must come both
from below, from the people, and from above, from
the hierarchs, simultaneously. The two feed on each
other. As to timing, of course, this is up to God but
He does work through us. The Church has been on
this Continent for over 200 years and as a fully or-
ganized set of jurisdictions over 100 years. And my
experience with any kind of a complex problem is
that advocating delay is often a way of trying to kill
an idea.

As Metropolitan PHILIP has said, Orthodox ad-
ministrative unity in North America is inevitable.
So, as I said before, rather than putting one’s head
in the sand on the issue, as it seems some of the
churches are doing, they should be actively dis-
cussing with the North American Orthodox juris-
dictions how to achieve the benefits the mother
churches and the daughter churches both want.
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Sure the problems aren’t easy, and compro-
mise perhaps may have to occur on all sides, but it
certainly is not impossible. The things that are
 impossible with men, we know are possible with
God. And it seems clear, to me at least, that God
wants the unity of His people and wants His Church
administratively unified here to transform the
 culture around it even as we attempt to have God
transform our own lives, through Jesus Christ.

My concern Kevin is, and I think the concern of
many is, that all of this delay of the hierarchs, and
even some clergy and laity, not recognizing the
 historic inevitability of this administratively unified
Church here, are condemning many Orthodox
Christians to becoming heterodox or atheists or
 agnostics, those who would leave the Church when
they might not otherwise do so if they could see the
Church in its fullness and historical reality, some-
thing that the lack of administrative unity obscures.

Now I want to be clear, Orthodox unity, Kevin,
is not a panacea for all of our problems. But I think
it is an important additional obstacle. I think it’s an
obstacle not only for people in the Church who will
be leaving it, but for people who are not in the
Church who can’t see the Church and would like to
come to it. And I think all of this is something that
all of us, including the hierarchs, will have to
 answer to God for, just as we will have to answer to
Him as to why we hid this pearl of great price.

KA: I’ve heard it said that the real problem with
unity on the North American continent is not so
much with the  mother churches, but with North
American hierarchs: if they really wanted to make
unity happen, they could do it.

CA: I think that the problem is with both hierarchs
here and abroad. And the ones I have the most
 difficulty understanding are hierarchs here who
don’t support bold new initiatives.

KA: What can we as North American Orthodox
faithful do to impact this somewhat depressing
 current situation?

CA: Well, Kevin, the first thing is not to get
 depressed, but to pray. I believe very strongly the
Scriptures teach that the fervent prayer of right-
eous people availeth much. God will accomplish
North American administrative unity. It’s inevitable,
so let’s not get depressed. Let’s pray.

And the second thing is to get personally
 active, to raise orally at every possible moment, in

every possible forum, all of us, the need for us to
both work together and to be administratively one
Church. And we can do that focusing on North
America while at the same time being proud of our
roots, and helping our mother churches and the
 Orthodox Church worldwide.

I don’t know, perhaps someone should organ-
ize an Internet campaign and get tens of thousands
of signatures asking our hierarchs here and abroad
to implement Orthodox unity now. This would
 certainly answer, Kevin, the question of whether
North American Orthodox faithful want such unity.

But third, in addition to praying, in addition to
being active at every possible moment, we need to
put Orthodox unity in our own lives into action. We
need to get to know Orthodox Christians from
other jurisdictions. And with respect to our parish,
we need to have our parish have a relationship with
sister parishes in other jurisdictions and get to
know them.

And, thank God, all of the faithful can support
the snowball we’ve gotten rolling of all these pan-
Orthodox ministries, things like International
 Orthodox Christian Charities and Orthodox
 Christian Mission Center, and Project Mexico, and
Conciliar Press, Ancient Faith Radio, and Orthodox
Christian Network, and Orthodox Christian Fellow-
ship, etc., etc. These are all wonderful activities.
We need to have more of them. We are one Church.
Let’s proclaim that to the world. As Metropolitan
PHILIP said in that video that I hope your listeners
will view:

“The future is ours. The future is that of our
children and our grandchildren, and the Orthodox
Church is perhaps not as vibrant anywhere else in
the world.”

Let’s proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
the fullness of the faith existing in His Church.

KA: Thank you very much for being so frank and
forthright.

CA: It seems to me that often we haven’t been as
frank as we should be. You’ve asked some pretty
piercing questions and I think maybe we are all
 entitled to at least be debating the answers. ✝

...the Orthodox
should have a
 standing commission
of all the Orthodox
Churches, perhaps in
Geneva, I would even
say perhaps in New
York, where the
 Orthodox can be
communicating
 together regarding
everyday issues and
being a witness to
the cultures around
them.
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It is a tragic fact that today Holy Saturday is
viewed by many as an unimportant “day off”
 between the sorrow of Good Friday and the joy of
Pascha. This is absolutely false. That view negates
the essential link between the despondency of
Good Friday and the ecstasy of Pascha. Holy
 Saturday is that indispensable link between
Christ’s death and Resurrection. It is on Holy Sat-
urday that we commemorate Christ’s conquest of
death, which is sealed through the Resurrection. It
is a day centered on a mystery beyond our
 comprehension. Christ is dead, His body lies in a
tomb. Yet, at this moment of Death’s apparent
 victory over Life, Death is being put to death.
Christ’s soul, as with every soul to that time,
 descends to Hades. Yet His soul is unlike any
other. He is both God and Man. Hades has no
power over Him. It tries to hold Him, as it has held
every other soul since Adam and Eve, and fails.
The Life that is in Christ the Life-giver, bursts
upon the darkness of Hades like a searchlight in a
small dark closet. The power of Hades is
 destroyed, not only over Christ, but also over His
faithful subjects, us. The combination of the sight
of Christ lying bodily in the tomb, yet knowing

that He is simultaneously destroying death,
 creates an  atmosphere of joyful sorrow, (unique
to  Orthodoxy) which compels us to “keep silent
and in fear and trembling stand pondering
nothing earthly minded. …” (Cherubic Hymn
of Great and Holy Saturday).

This atmosphere blossoms in the Holy
 Saturday Liturgy, one of the most beautiful serv-
ices of the year. The service begins as Vespers,
with the Church arrayed in dark colors. The
hymns of the “Lord I Call” speak of Hades grieving
over its defeat at the hands of the “man born of
Mary,” each hymn ending with the announcement
of the coming  Resurrection. After the Entrance,
lessons from the Old Testament are read recalling
salvation history from Creation through the
 Exodus and Holy Youths in the furnace. During
this time in the ancient Church, the Catechumens
were baptized in  anticipation of Pascha;
 experiencing Christ’s death and resurrection
through the Sacrament, as  expressed in the
 Epistle of the day, which is also the Epistle of the
Sacrament (Rom. 6:3-11). After the Epistle, to the
joyous refrain “Arise O God, judge the earth, for
to Thee belongs all the  Nations,” the dark colors

Great and Holy Saturday

“ To d a y  H a d e s  c r i e s  o u t  g r o a n i n g ,  ` I  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  m a n

b o r n  o f  M a r y.  H e  c a m e  a n d  d e s t r o y e d  m y  p o w e r .  H e  s h a t t e r e d  t h e  G a t e s

o f  B r a s s .  A s  G o d  H e   r a i s e d  t h e  s o u l s  I  h a d  h e l d  c a p t i v e .  G l o r y  t o  T h y

C r o s s  a n d  t o  T h y  R e s u r r e c t i o n  O  L o r d ” ( L o r d  I  C a l l  s t i c h e r a  f o r  H o l y  S a t u r d a y )

theFORGOTTEN
Feast



are replaced by white. The priest comes out
dressed in white and scatters laurel leaves, bay
leaves, and flower petals about the Church, as a
sign of the impending victory and joy. Hades is on
the ropes, Christ is conquering Death by His
death, the Resurrection and eternal life are just
around the corner. In token of this, the Gospel
which follows makes the first proclamation of the
Resurrection. Yet Christ remains in the grave. The
joyful sorrow persists, evoked in the Hymn to the
Theotokos: “Do not lament me O mother, seeing
me in the tomb, the son conceived in the womb
without seed. For I shall arise and be glorified
with eternal glory as God…” This joyful sorrow
will only become pure joy in the Resurrection.

For it is only through the Resurrection that
Christ’s victory is complete. On Good Friday
Christ became the ultimate, pure, blameless, and
sinless lamb, sacrificed for us, washing away our
sins with His blood. On Holy Saturday His soul en-
ters Hades and obliterates it. Yet if He remains
bodily in the grave, Death still wins, for He
 remains physically dead, making our faith in St.
Paul’s words worthless (1 Cor.15:12-20). But
Christ is both God and man. And God cannot die.
To make His victory complete, He does what no
one is supposed to do, He returns from the dead,
“making for all flesh a path to the Resurrection
from the dead” (Anaphora of the Liturgy of St.
Basil).

From His betrayal by Judas, through His
 humiliating death and His descent to Hades, and

culminating in His glorious
 Resurrection, the whole of the
Paschal weekend is one interre-
lated series of events which brings
about our salvation. Each event
had to occur for the one before
and after to have any meaning.
This is His, and our Passover,
(which in Greek is Pascha) from
death to Life, from sin to salva-
tion. And in this glorious cam-
paign of salvation, Holy Saturday
is the day the battle is fought,
which results in the ultimate
 victory of Pascha. Holy Saturday
is the pivotal day in the Paschal
 celebration. The day sorrow
 begins to transform into joy. The
path from death to life is being

laid. This is an event not to be missed. There
would be no victorious Resurrection without
Christ’s descent into and defeat of Hades, and for
that reason there can be no true celebration of
Pascha without the celebration of that victory in
Hades, which is Great and Holy Saturday.

So as each of us will, God willing, experience
this Passover from death to Life, we should feel
compelled to accompany our Lord as He paves the
way. To emulate the Myrrh-bearers who stayed
faithful and kept vigil over Him, rather than the
disciples who fled. So that we, like the Myrrhbear-
ers, may be the first to receive the news of the
Resurrection, and join with St. John Chrysostom
in saying:

“O Death, where is your sting? O Hell,
where is your victory? Christ is risen! and
you are overthrown. Christ is risen! And
the demons are fallen. Christ is Risen! And
the angels rejoice. Christ is Risen! And Life
reigns. Christ is Risen! And not one dead
remains in the grave.”

For Christ, being risen from the dead,
is become the first fruits of those who have
fallen asleep. To Him be glory and
 dominion unto ages of ages. Amen.

✝

(Catechetical Sermon of
St. John Chrysostom)

Reader Daniel Manzuk
Church of the Virgin Mary
Alsip, IL
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In John 10:14-16, Jesus says “I am the good
shepherd … they will hear My voice and there will
be one flock and one shepherd.” As this quote
clearly shows, we are meant to join together as one
body and to become unified as followers of Christ.
A unified faith would be of great benefit to
teenagers as it can provide a strong foundation
upon which our beliefs and values can be estab-
lished. Teenagers today are faced with many
 conflicting ideas and practices and this is some-
thing that I personally experience almost on a daily
basis. I have heard how we should live our lives,
and then I see how many people do live their lives.
Unfortunately, there is a difference, a contradiction,
and sometimes a hypocrisy. Teenagers are highly
influenced by others and can easily wander away
from God. I wish it were simple enough that all I
had to do is say that I want to live my life the way
that God wants, the way that He intends, but it is
not that simple. There are many temptations that
teens are faced with, and we have to rely on
 ourselves to make the right decisions. At times,
church is one of the few places where I can see a
positive example. With so many negative outside
influences, a positive influence such as the
 Orthodox faith is needed and welcomed in our lives
as it supplies us with the necessary support to
avoid deviating away from God. It is for this reason
that the Orthodox Church needs to be united and
speak with one voice.

It is not uncommon for there to be divisions
within a church or even within a faith. This has
been evidenced numerous times in the past. Too
often we tend to lose sight of the meaning of reli-
gion. We should go to church to strengthen our
faith, praise God, and to be in an environment that
is conducive to worshipping Him. However, the
true purpose of church and worship can be and
often is overshadowed by church politics. This can

be seen at all levels of the faith, from the local
parish to the Archdiocese. Divisions occur within
the church and within the faith because people lose
sight of the meaning of church and focus instead
on individual differences. Divisions occur when
parishioners start following a certain priest or a
particular bishop and when an issue arises, they
end up on opposing sides, and a rift occurs. This is
hardly how church is intended to be. Our allegiance
lies first and foremost to God and Christ, not to
church officials.

The problem with these divisions is that they
weaken the church. As stated in Luke 11:17, “a
house divided against a house falls.” It is very
 difficult for a faith to succeed when it is composed
of several different factions unwilling to work with
one another and it is impossible for a divided faith
to provide teenagers with the support and guidance
that they need. With a united church and faith, one
strong message can be sent to the youth. Instead
of being pulled in different directions, we can be
urged by the church, given one strong push in the
right direction towards living and accepting the
 Orthodox faith.

Divisions within the church are destructive and
harmful to the youth. I experienced a division
within my own parish a few years ago which almost
drove my family away from our church. The parish
was divided over the priest; some wanted a new
priest while others wanted to keep the one serving

Oratorical Festival

Diocese of Miami and the Southeast
Mero Geesey
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at the time. My family and I were very fond of the
priest and when he was reassigned to another
parish, he emphasized to us the importance of
 continuing our spiritual lives at our church because
we were there to worship God and that will never
change. We were faced with a catastrophic division
and felt isolated from many of the other parish-
ioners due to the way this priest was treated, but
he tried to heal the division and avert a complete
split of the parish as he recognized that the faith is
stronger than the small disputes which may occur
within a church. Realizing the wisdom behind this
advice, we continued attending the same church,
strengthening my faith, rather than contributing to
the division which was taking place. This showed
me that although priests may come and go, the
faith shall always remain and be there for us. It is
through experiences such as this and other
 divisions that have taken place that we come to
 r ealize that the whole is greater than the parts of
which it is comprised and with unity comes
strength.

Today, it is rare to find teenagers with strong
faith. So many people have little or no faith and
those who have faith tend to start to lose it when
other people around them have none. A unified
faith and church provides an environment and
 opportunity for teenagers to renew and strengthen
their faith. A unified faith that upholds its values
and sets an example for teenagers such as myself
helps us to grow into respectable and admirable
adults in addition to helping us get through this
phase where we are highly influenced by others.
Our moral values and beliefs are at stake and thus
it is imperative that there be a unified faith to
 provide the needed support and guidance that a
 divided faith could never supply. A unified church
sets an example for teenagers to follow. It teaches
us to live in harmony with our neighbors and allows
us to live in an environment of peace and solidarity.
We should follow the teachings of St. Paul in his let-
ter to the Romans 12:2 “and not be conformed to
this world” but rather follow the teachings of the
Orthodox faith. By having strong faith and uphold-
ing the morals and values which we are taught, we
can serve as an example to others, showing them
that they also have a choice and can lead a holier
life closer to God.

Unity of faith results in a larger body of Christ.
This conference is a perfect example of that. We’re

all gathered here because we share the same faith.
It is through our faith that this conference is possi-
ble and by being here we are able to strengthen our
views and help others strengthen theirs. Two years
ago I attended my first Parish Life Conference. I did
not know what to expect, but I was pleasantly sur-
prised. At school I did not know anyone that shared
my Orthodox faith. However, at these conferences,
I am surrounded by many  people that have the
exact same beliefs as me,  people who can all relate
to the teachings of the  Orthodox faith.

Romans 12:5 says that “we, being many, are
one body in Christ, and individually members of
one another” and here we are, together as one uni-
fied Teen SOYO, sharing our faith. That, to me, is
inspiring. This conference proves that unity is
 indeed possible to achieve. This unity strengthens
my beliefs and provides me with a sense of belong-
ing. These conferences allow us to discuss events
and issues with an Orthodox Christian perspective
and speak with one, loud, unified voice. It is this
type of unity that we need to achieve and perpetu-
ate. I know that it has definitely had a positive
 impact on my life and further unity will only pro-
vide many others with the same positive influence.
A unified faith makes way for a stronger faith which
will continue to grow, attract others, and provide
the youth with better, stronger values and beliefs
and therefore a life closer to God.

Only through unity can we provide a strong
foundation for teenagers, children, and everyone
else to follow Christ’s teachings and live our lives
preserving and promoting the Orthodox faith. Let
us try to answer the plea that St. Paul made in his
first letter to the Corinthians, that we “by the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, … speak the same thing,
and that there be no divisions among [us], but that
[we] be perfectly joined together in the same mind
and in the same judgment.”

Mero Geesey (18) is a member of St. Mary Church,
West Palm Beach, FL.
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In my last submission to Fellowship Footnotes,
I spoke of the role the Fellowship has in creating
new leaders for the Church, and how this seed gets
planted in Sunday School, nurtured through Teen
SOYO and finally matures in the Fellowship. Our
role as leaders, as I had previously reminisced, was
assumed partly because we grew up watching great
leaders who inspired us, and partly because it was
what was expected of us. We always speak to the
Teens about moving on from SOYO to the Fellow-
ship because it is the logical next step, and because
it is what they are supposed to be doing. This is
their future, their responsibility.

For this article, I once again looked back, this
time to my post-college years when I too faced a
world of possibilities, opportunity, choices, and
 responsibility. I began my career of choice, working
hard every day, paying my bills and debts, and
 becoming a full-fledged member of my parish. It
actually felt good to make my first car payment, to
begin paying off my student loan, and to fill out my
pledge envelope. But I also remember the
 pressures and fear of becoming an adult: work,
bills, increased responsibilities and the loss of
youth. And let us not overlook the greatest expec-
tation our parents and grandparents have of us —
marriage and children. You know, student loans I
can deal with, but some pressures are just too
much all at once!

This is how many of us approach life, and
 unfortunately also how many of us approach our
lives in the Church. We often do things because
they are expected of us, or we expect such actions
from others because that is how generations before
always did them. None of it really ever makes sense
until you actually do find the job you enjoy, until
you truly find that special person, or until you
 become a parent. You realize that your decisions
are not the result of expectations, but rather the
 realization of your dreams — this is what you live
to do, and what you then cannot imagine living
without.

Musing upon this year’s Conference theme on
marriage, I was reminded of Christ’s own words
comparing our relationship with Him as a
 marriage: He is the Bridegroom and we, the
Church, are His Bride (Matt. 25:1-13). If we really
lived this way, we would look upon the Church not
as an  obligation or responsibility, but as a relation-
ship. We would not do things simply because they
are expected of us, but because we desire to do
them. Just as we love our spouse and our children,
and would do anything for them, we would do the
same for our Church.

By the Grace of God the Eastern Dioceses is
blessed with people who live this very relationship,
making 2007 a productive and energetic year. Our
2007 Parish Life Conference hosts, the parish of
Holy Cross, Linthicum, MD, challenged us to think
about the meaning behind missions and missionary
work and our participation in supporting these
 efforts. We held our first Diocesan-wide Spring
 Retreat for Fellowship, Teens and Antiochian
Women at the Antiochian Village, and we continued
to support our Mission parishes, as well as work
closely with our Teens.

Before I mention our plans for 2008, I would
like to welcome two new Executive Board Officers:
Vice President Jenny Bahou and Secretary Anthony
Zrake who ably stepped up to fill some big shoes …
thank you! The parish of St. George, Little Falls, NJ
hosted our Spring Delegates Meeting for both the
Fellowship and Teen SOYO on March 7-9, 2008 at
the start of Great Lent. Under the guidance of our
Spiritual Advisor Fr. Joseph Butts, we are imple-
menting a diocesan-wide study group on St. Paul’s
first Letter to the Corinthians, which happens to be
the subject of this year’s Bible Bowl. We hope that
through individual Bible Study groups and larger
Deanery Retreats, a greater percentage of our laity
may learn St. Paul’s writings and apply these teach-
ings to our own spiritual life. Combined with the
NAC Fellowship educational project “Saints Alive,”
we are working to continually educate our laity in

Fellowship

Footnotes

He is the

Bridegroom

and we, the

Church, are

His Bride.

(Matt. 25:1-13)
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our Orthodox faith. We are also looking to make a
concerted effort this year to meet the financial
goals of our Missions and Scholarship funds
through new fundraising activities (stay tuned!).
Our next PLC, hosted by the Cathedral of St.
George, Charleston, WV will be the first time many
of our former Eastern Region parishes step foot
into West Virginia, not to mention Bishop
THOMAS’s home turf. We are looking forward to
some of that famous “Southern hospitality!”

As new leaders assume new responsibilities,
new ideas and projects will flourish in the months
ahead. Moving forward, let us all approach our
 relationship with Christ and His Church with
 patience, humility, generosity of spirit, and most of
all, with great love.

by Michael Kabbash
Eastern Dioceses Fellowship President

(Diocese of New York and Washington, DC and the
Diocese of Charleston, Oakland, PA and the Mid-Atlantic)

Saints Constantine and Helen Orthodox Church
is proud to host the

4th Annual DOWAMA
Parish Life Conference

June 18th-22nd, 2008
Dallas, Texas

For all Hotel, Registration and all other information
Please visit our website at www.dowamaplc.org
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Dear Father:
Greetings in the name of our Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ!
Once again, we are asking for your help in

finding women in your parish who could benefit
from the Antiochian Women’s Scholarship.  Each
year, the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Women of
North America are able to award scholarships,
 usually in the amount of $500 each, to help women
continue their education in order to improve their
circumstances and those of their families.

We will be awarding these scholarships in July
at the Summer Meetings at the Antiochian Village.
You can help by passing along the enclosed appli-
cation to any of the women in your parish you feel
are eligible and would benefit from our scholarship.
Please feel free to duplicate the application form if
more than one woman in your parish wishes to
apply.  Also, please publicize the scholarship in
your parish newsletter or Sunday Bulletin.

The qualifications for the scholarship are as
follows:

1. The applicant must be a female over 25
years of age;

2. The applicant must be a member in good
standing of a parish of the Antiochian
 Archdiocese;

3. The applicant must be actively involved in
her parish;

4. The applicant must be applying for or regis-
tered in an academic or trade program of
study; and

5. The applicant must demonstrate financial
need.

The application deadline is June 1, 2008.
 Interested women can direct their inquiries and/or
send applications to the address on the attached
form.

Thank you for helping us with this very impor-
tant program.  We look forward to receiving appli-
cations from the women in your parish.

Yours in Christ,
Kh. Helene Hajal, Scholarship Chairperson

North American Board

Antiochian Women
APPLICATION FOR THE ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN’S

SCHOLARSHIP
(Please Print or Type All Information)

NAME _________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________

CITY __________________________________________

STATE ___________________ZIP CODE ____________

PHONE NUMBER_______________________________

DATE OF BIRTH________________________________

PARISH________________________CITY ___________

PASTOR’S NAME________________________________

Please provide the following information (all financial
information will be kept confidential):
1. Cost of Study      

A. Tuition for one year $ ____________
B. Room and Board (if applicable)

$ ____________ 
C. Books and Fees $ ____________

2. Total financial aid received
from other sources $ ____________

3. Total household income (previous year)
$ ____________ 

4. Number of people in the household
$ ____________

Please include on a separate sheet of paper an essay
between 100 – 250 words explaining your scholastic
and/or vocational goals.  You may wish to answer the
following questions (and other similar questions) in
writing your essay: What do you plan to study?  Why
have you chosen this program of study?  How will you
use this education in the future?

In addition, please provide a letter of recommendation
from your parish priest.  The recommendation can be
included with this application form, or sent directly to
the scholarship committee under separate cover.  We
cannot consider your application without your
priest’s recommendation.

The application deadline is June 1, 2008. Please
mail your application materials (Application Form,
Essay, and Pastor’s recommendation) to:

THE ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN’S 
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

c/o Kh. Helene Hajal
2981 Riverside Drive

Ottawa,  ON  K1V 6N1
CANADA

NOTE THE CANADIAN ADDRESS;
MAILING WILL REQUIRE EXTRA POSTAGE

Any questions? Please feel free to call Kh. Helene Hajal
(613) 738-0476 or Cindy Nimey (315) 796-7910



From the Director’s Desk

Beloved Brothers and
Sisters,
I pray you are all delving into your
relationship with Christ as is ap-
propriate during this time of

preparation for the Resurrection. 

As the Church School year winds down, it is also the time
to think about next year. The website features some new
items that can guide your next year’s planning. In addi-
tion, there are two mini-Institutes planned, and we are
looking forward to the Orthodox Institute at the Village,
where Dr. Maria C. Khoury will be the keynote speaker.
We are also pleased to announce that the Department has
taken the helm for the Creative Festivals. You can read
more about these items in this  newsletter.

Teacher Training. Now is also the time to request training
workshops for teachers. On the website, under Trainings,
you can download brochures that describe the coursework
for Basic and Advanced Teacher Training. 

Those who have viewed my blog know that I am searching
for holiness, but I keep tripping on my own personality.
Can a creative person who has difficulty with a disciplined
prayer life achieve holiness? At present that is the ques-
tion. One thing I know for certain is that my desire places
me on the road. When I feel like I am failing in any way,
I say repeatedly, “I want to be holy.” Nothing else matters
more than that. 

As Orthodox, we know that heaven, and holiness, are not
just to be awaited, but to be experienced in the here and
now, not despite the struggle, but truly within the struggle
of our lives. We celebrate that truth at Pascha, every year.
Pascha is the reward for the “seekers.” Soon it will be
time.

Carole Buleza

Web Resources For

Advance Planning

The original resource paper for
Small Church Schools is now out-
dated. Look on the website under
“Curriculum,” for the greatly-
 enhanced Ideas and Resources for
Small Church Schools. This is an
annotated listing of materials for
any parish faced with the need to
enhance or create curriculum.  

A second resource is Orthodox
Teen Materials. With this listing,
which is surprisingly abundant,
you can learn which materials the
teens have interest in, and plan a
balanced program using items
from three categories.

On the tithing page you will also
find an evaluation form for this
year’s program, and in May the
2008 program of “To Tithe is to
Share, To Tithe is to Care” will be
available on line — booklets,
posters, and all you need. You will
see that the workbook pages
have more material, but don’t
panic, not all is required. We
learned that some teachers
wished to spend more time on
the program so we offered flexi-
bility with more material. Two
plans are offered; please read the
program notes for details. We are
grateful to Mr. Timm Wenger for
the new look and features of the
program. 

SHARING THE FAITH

NEWS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

The Department of Christian Education newsletter is published in the months of September, December, February, and April. 

The office is staffed from 9:00-3:00 Monday through Wednesday. Phone (717) 747-5221. FAX (717) 747-5832. E-mail: DCE@anti-
ochian.org. Web page: www.antiochian.org/christianeducation

The Department gratefully acknowledges the on-going support of The Order of St. Ignatius which funds, in part, the programs and
services we offer.

Ready/
Grade-
Spanning

Gospel Program Page

Category 1: Web Resources

The Lord said,
“If any man would 
come after me, let 
him deny himself and 
take up his cross and 
follow me. For who-
ever would save his 
life will lose it; and 
whoever loses his life 
for my sake and the 
gospel’s will save it. 
For what does it 
profit a man, to gain 
the whole world and 
forfeit his soul? For 
what can a man give in 
return for his soul?  

For whoever is 
ashamed of me and my 
words in this adulter-
ous and sinful genera-
tion, of him will the 

Son of man also be 
ashamed, when he 
comes in the glory of 
his Father with the 
holy angels.” And he 
said to them, “Truly, I 
say to you, there are 
some standing here 
who will not taste 

death before they 
see the kingdom 
of God come with 
power.” 

Focus questions 

1. According to this gos-
pel, how does a person 
become a follower of 
Jesus? 

2. Based on this principle, 
would a person who was 
following Jesus around 
from place to place be his 
follower?  Why or why 
not? 

3.Based on this principle, 
am I a follower of Christ 
if I go to church all the 
time?  Why or why not? 

4. Am I a follower of 
Christ if I miss my favor-
ite television program to 
go to vespers?  Why or 
why not? 

5. What do you think a 
person needs to do in 
order to be a follower of 
Christ? 

6. Ask three people from 
church question number  

7.  What did they say?  
Do you agree with them?  
Why or why not? 

Photo is from “Teaching 
Pics,” an OCEC publica-
tion

Next week: Have You Been Caught? 

Sunday after the Elevation of

the Cross, Mark 8:34-38; 9:1

Grades: Middle School 
September 16, 2007 

2007 

“For what can a man give . . .” 

The Gospel Program is published by the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Christian Education. We  gratefully ac-

knowledge support from the Order of St. Ignatius which funds, in part, the work of the Department. The Archdiocese has also established an endow-
ment for the Department of Christian Education. If you would like information on our present programs and future initiatives, and if you would like to con-
tribute to the Endowment, please contact Ms. Ruth Ann Skaff, at development@antiochian.org.

FOCUS Unit Page

1) At www.antiochian.org/christianeducation 

1.1) "The Antiochian Orthodox Gospel Program" 
Beginning in October, and posted at the outset of 
each month, our departmental website will offer each 
Each Sunday's Gospel comes with a page for each 
of five levels. A boxed area contains questions and 
comments that can be used by parents who wish to 
read and discuss the Gospel with their child, or by 
a church school teacher. The pages for the younger 
children will have line art to color, and for the older, 
color icons of the Gospel whenever possible. The 
gospel program is also available as a podcast, in two 
levels, for younger children (told as a story), and for 
older children (read). These can be accessed at www.
ancientfaithradio.org.

1.2) Cross and Quill (CQ) Articles. The web-based 
publication by teens and for teens is no longer in 
production; however, the two-plus years during it 
existed yielded a harvest of over 100 very good 
articles. Most articles come with a response column 
containing questions to guide discussions. They are 
available individually by reviewing the index and 
clicking on the article you wish to download.

2) At www.dce.oca.org

At the site, you may choose from three categories:

2.1) Complete (FOCUS) Units. There are five units: 
Monasticism, Journey to Pascha, The Nativity 
Season, My Orthodox Family, and The Theotokos. 
The units consist of of 5-8 lessons written at five 
levels, preschool-adult. There is also a link below 
the table of contents, that will lead to additional 
resources.

2.2) Mini Units. There are 15 multi-leveled units of 
1-2 lessons, including Mission, Repentance, and 
Champions of Faith.

2.3) Teacher Resources. In this category there are 182 
articles, handouts, music, bible stories, tools, and 
activities. 

LET’S TALK ABOUT “LOVE” 
B Y  D A N I E L L E  S O L O M O N  

     When someone says, “I love you,” you get a 
little jittery for a second. Your brain tries to process 
the words, wondering what does this person mean? 
The answer normally falls into one of seven types of 
love. I’m not saying consider all seven options 
every time someone tells you they love you, but I’m 
just saying keep them close at hand. The seven 
types of love are as follows:  Divine, Platonic, Love 
of Things, Erotic, Romantic, Puppy and True love . 
To help you further understand the different types, I 
will elaborate. 
     Divine love is the most important type of love. It 
is the love that all other loves should be modeled 
after. It is the love you have for God and the love 
that comes from God Himself. God is love. As St. 
John tells us, “He who does not love does not know 
God for God is love.” (I John 4:8) 
     I especially like this passage: “I am the Lord, I 
have called you righteousness, I will also hold you by 
the hand and watch over you…” ( Isaiah 42:6 ) This is 
a very comforting passage for me to read.  It means to 
me that God will always be there for us no matter the 
sin or action so long as we repent and return to him. 
You can confess your sins and every action unto God, 
knowing that He loves us and desires that we turn from 
our sins. That is one of the many awesome powers of 
God. He guards and guides us through each day of our 
entire life.  He is only a prayer away and we must re-
member that. God loves us and watches over us in this 
lifetime and for all eternity.  
     This next passage could describe either Divine or 
Platonic love. “He put a child in the middle of the 
room. Then, cradling the little one in his arms, he said, 
‘Whoever embraces one of 
these children as I do, em-
braces me, and far more than 
me -- God who has sent me.’ 
” (Mark 9:36, 37) Even 
though God is the Creator of 
all, He is always there to give 
us strength. We should like-
wise support and love each 
other. Only if you love em-
brace) others can you actu-
ally love God. If you treat 
others with love and respect, 
you love and respect God. 
     All of the above passages 
speak to the meaning of Di-
vine love. Taken as a whole, 
they say God loves you more 

than anyone you will ever meet. He wants you to know 
that when all your hopes and dreams have been shat-
tered and you can’t find meaning in your life, He will 
be there to love you strongly. He loves us no matter 
what our sins and faults may be. We are His creations 
and he cherishes each and every one of us.  He is our 
Heavenly Father and will always be there for us.  
     As mentioned earlier, there is the love shared be-
tween friends and family. This is known as Platonic 
love. You can care strongly for others, but the relation-
ship isn’t based on physical attraction. I have so many 
great and wonderful friends who are always there for 
me through good times or bad to help me. Usually 
when someone says,  “I love you,” you automatically 
think of love that’s part of a romantic relationship. For 

example, what happens between 
a boy and girl when they really 
get to know each other. How-
ever, when I want to thank my 
friends in a way that means a lot 
to me I can say, “I love you” 
without feeling weird about it 
because I know that they know I 
love them platonically. 
     The next type of love isn’t 
something between two people. 
Love of things is the kind where 
we feel strongly about a sport, 
perhaps a TV show, perhaps a 
particular dessert. This type of 
love revolves around materials 
and activities in the physical 
world.  

Response: 

1. Is it helpful to know the many 
kinds of love? Why? 

2. Did you find yourself agreeing 
with any part(s) of the article? 
Which part(s)? 

3. Have you had friends who were 
“in love” and got hurt? Why? 

4. How does your faith commit-
ment help you find True love? 

Orthodox Teen Materials 
Plan a year’s learning with a program from each of the three categories: 
 
1) Theology, Scripture, History  
2) Liturgy, Spirituality, Morality 
3) Service, Witness, Saints 

Category Program Description Yes, 
No, 
Maybe 

Find at: 

1) Theology, Scripture, 
History 

    

 Celebrations 
(40 lessons) 

Orthodox Christians live in two 
worlds—one that is measured 
by time, and one that isn’t. 
Learn more about Jesus’ life 
and the life of Mary through 
each feast day. Learn more 
about your own relationship 
with God through the feast 
days.  

 Antiochian 
Archdiocese 

 The Work of 
Salvation (MS 
7 lessons) 

Our salvation, through Christ’s 
death and resurrection, was 
foreshadowed repeatedly in the 
people and events of the Old 
Testament. Look for the 
similarities in eight Old 
Testament stories that are read 
during the Vespers of Great 
and Holy Saturday.  

 Antiochian 
Archdiocese 

 The Scribe 
(MS 22 lessons) 

Jesus Christ, and the events of 
his life, led his followers to 
declare that He was indeed the 
awaited Messiah. Yes, their 
faith came from knowing him, 
but also from knowing the Old 
Testament. Follow a reporter 
for the Biblical Times, as he 
chronicles events of the day, 
and wonder with the resident 
Scribe about similarities with 
what is written in the Old 
Testament. 

 Antiochian 
Archdiocese 

 Knowing 
Christ (6 
lessons) 
 

What are the most important 
teachings, miracles and 
parables of Christ? Find out in 
this book, and find ways to 
shape your life into that which 
Jesus desires. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Greek 
Orthodox 
Archdiocese 
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“Christina” Author to

Keynote Orthodox Institute

Dr. Maria C. Khoury, author of the “Christina” series of
 Orthodox childrens’ books, will be the guest speaker for
the 2008 Orthodox Institute at Antiochian Village. Dr.
Khoury holds a Doctor of Education degree, Boston
 University (1993); Master of Liberal Arts, Harvard University
(1985) and a Bachelor of Arts, Hellenic College (1982). 

Maria and her husband, David C. Khoury, moved to his
family’s village of Taybeh (shown in the photo) following
the Oslo Peace Agree ment, to raise their children with
 centuries old Palestinian Christian values and traditions.
Dr. Khoury began the series when her children were very
young because she could not find colorful books in order
to teach them their faith. 

Dr. Khoury was born in Tripoli,
Greece and raised in Denver,
 Colorado. She is the mother of
three grown children, Elena,
Canaan, and Constantine. She has
authored seven children’s books.
Her new children’s book, Christina
Goes to the Holy Land, will
 enlighten young readers about the
Christian presence in the land of
Christ’s holy birth, crucifixion and
resurrection. Maria has authored
many articles dealing with the
 Christian presence in the Holy Land
and the Palestinian struggle for
 independence and freedom. Her
new book, Witness in the Holy

Land, is a reflection of life in the Occupied Territories since
the outbreak of the Second Palestinian Uprising in
 September 2000.

Article excerpted from Dr. Khoury’s website: www.saint -
georgetaybeh.org.

Creative Festivals to Launch in

 August

Several years ago it came to my attention that our church
school staff had issues with the festivals — from imprac-
tical themes to difficulty knowing where to send entries.
After much discussion over the years, the Fellowship of
St. John the Divine has agreed to work with the
 Department of Christian Education to improve the situa-
tion. (Please note that the Oratorical Festival and the Bible
Bowl will still be coordinated through the Department of
Youth Ministry.) Kh. Leslee Abud has agreed to take the
helm on this project. Visit the Christian Education website
in August to see the improvements. 

2008 

Orthodox
 Institute

Antiochian Village
October 30-November 2, 2008

Keynote Speaker:
Dr. Maria C. Khoury, Author

Theme: Faith Through Stories
Courses will explore 

- how to become a storyteller
- helping children recognize their faith

 stories
- discernment regarding secular media

- hymnography and storytelling

Further information and course listings will be
available May 1, 2008

Contact: dce@antiochian.org



2008
Orthodox Institute* 

Ontario
November 14-15, 2008

St. Elias Cathedral, Ottawa, Ontario

Offering Initial Teacher Certification
Advanced Teacher Certification

and other courses
Further information and course listings 

will be available May 1, 2008  
Contact: Linda Funk • lfunk@shaw.ca

*Abridged version — six to nine courses

2008
Orthodox Institute*  

Southern California
September 26-27, 2008

St. Nicholas Cathedral, Los Angeles, CA

Offering Initial Teacher Certification
Advanced Teacher Certification

and other courses
Further information and course listings 

will be available May 1, 2008  
Contact: Joseph Tershay • josephtershay@yahoo.com

(831)335-8350
*Abridged version--six to nine courses

Church School Directors 

Manual On-line

The comprehensive manual for Church School Directors
is now available on the Department website. The manual
has sections devoted to planning the school year,
 enhancing it with special events and activities, and an
appendix of forms that churches have found helpful. 

In the 2008-9 school year, the Department plans to make
the three courses (six hours) required for the Church
School Director certificate available around the
 Archdiocese. Minimum attendance to sponsor a training
event is ten  participants. Please contact the Department
if you are interested.

Department of Christian Education

Diocesan Coordinators

Please contact the Diocesan Coordinators for updates on trainings and
other events in your region.

Charleston, Oakland, 
PA & the East; New
York and Washington
DC: 
V. Rev. George Alberts 
(203)798-1771 
frgeocar@sbcglobal.net

Toledo and the
 Midwest:
Robert Snyder 
(330)493-4029;
 bobsny1107@aol.com

Los Angeles and the
West:
Joseph Tershay
(831)335-8350; joseph-
tershay@yahoo.com

Eagle River and the
Northwest: Linda Funk 
(306)934-1695
lfunk@shaw.ca

Ottawa and Upstate
New York:
Jacquelyn Fadel 
(716)282-8243
imretired604@yahoo.com

Wichita and Mid-
America:
Vasiliki Oldziey 
(512)459-6264
vas@austin.rr.com

Worcester and New
England:
Anna Hughes
(978)686-3274
matannah@aol.com

Miami and the
 Southeast:
Betty Randolph
(864)639-2204 
bettyrandolph@bell-
south.net
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Meet the Staff of the Department …

Diocesan Christian Education Coordintors, Associates, and our Administrative Assistant

Diocese of Miami and the

 Southeast: Kh. Betty Randolph

As an elementary school principal, Kh. Betty brings the
 Department invaluable experience for Church School
 Directors. She is married to Fr. David Randolph, pastor of
Christ the Savior Church, Anderson, South Carolina. Contact
Kh. Betty at: (864)639-2204, bettyrandolph@bellsouth.net.

Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest:

Robert Snyder 

Robert Snyder has held the position of Christian Education
Coordinator for over ten years and has been in the field for
over 30 years as a teacher and advisor. He authored many
interim curriculum pieces for the Orthodox Christian
 Education Commission. Contact Bob at: (330)493-4029;
bobsny1107@aol.com.

Diocese of Los Angeles and the

West: Joseph Tershay

Joseph Tershay, a member of Ss. Peter and Paul Antiochian
Orthodox Church, Santa Cruz, CA, has been the Christian
 Education Coordinator for over ten years. He is the author
of The Wonder of It All. Contact Joseph at: (831)335-8350;
josephtershay@yahoo.com 

Diocese of Worcester and New

 England: Kh. Anna Timko Hughes

Kh. Anna graduated with an M.Ed. in Secondary Education.
She presently teaches history at Methuen High School. Kh.
Anna authored the Interactive Guide for The Divine Liturgy
(OCEC, Yonkers, NY, 1996). She is married to Fr. Edward
Hughes, pastor of St. George Church, Lawrence, Massa -
chusetts. Contact Kh. Anna at: (978)686-3274
matannah@aol.com 

Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America:

Vasiliki Oldziey 

Vasiliki “Billie” Oldziey holds a B.A. in Humanities and
Dance. She has been involved with Christian Education for
18 years at St. Elias in Austin. Billie is also a student of
iconography. Contact Vasiliki at: (512)459-6264
vas@austin.rr.com

Diocese of Oakland, PA

& the East; New York

and Washington DC:

V. Rev. George Alberts 

Fr. George has been involved in Ortho-
dox education for over 30 years. He is

the pastor of St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Dan-
bury, Connecticut. He is a graduate of the University of Pitts-
burgh and St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary.
Contact Fr. George at: (203)798-1771
frgeocar@sbcglobal.net. 

Diocese of Eagle River

and the Northwest;

and  assisting with the

 Diocese of Ottawa

and Upstate New York:

Kh. Linda Funk

Kh. Linda studied Scripture for three years before choosing
to become a private piano teacher. She has been very
 involved with the OCEC Department of Teacher Training. She
is the wife of Fr. Bernard Funk, pastor of St. Vincent of Lerins
Church in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Contact Linda at:
(306)934-1695 lfunk@shaw.ca

Associates

Also on board are our Associates: Kh. Leslee Abud works
with the Creative Festivals; Sandy Mitchell works with the
Western Rite parishes; Kh. Gail Meena’s specialty is enhanc-
ing the classroom experience; and Catherine Sullivan works
with resources for small church schools.

Administrative Assistant

Rosemary Shumski

A graduate of Bloomsburg University,
with a background in business, Rose-
mary organizes the Orthodox Institute in
addition to attending to the office work
of the Department. She is also involved

with the Creative Festivals on the diocesan level. Rosemary
is married to Deacon John Shumski, and a member of St.
John Chrysostom parish in York, Pennsylvania.
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Host Hotel is 
The Embassy Suites

1-800-362-2779
(across from the Town 

Center Mall 
and St. George Cathedral)

St. George Orthodox 
Cathedral

Charleston, West Virginia
304-346-0106

www.stgeorgecharleston.org

SAVE THE DATE!
JULY 2-6, 2008

Join the 
parish of 

St. George Cathedral in 
Charleston, 

West Virginia 
as we 

celebrate 
our first 

Parish Life 
Conference 

as a 
Cathedral!
Eastern 
Dioceses 

Parish Life Conference 

ORDAINED
NEWMAN, Deacon Gregory to the priesthood by
Bishop JOSEPH on February 24, 2008 at St.
 Innocent Church in Everson, Washington. He is
 attached to that parish.

ELEVATED
GILLETTE, Priest Isaiah, U.S. Army chaplain at Fort
Campbell, KY, to the dignity of Archpriest by Bishop
BASIL at the Chapel of the Holy Unmercenary
 Healers at St. George Cathedral, Wichita, KS, on
February 8, 2008

WORD DONATIONS
FOR FEBRUARY 2008

*Christmas
Joanna C. Marge $50.00*
Hanna Musa 50.00
Robin Lynn Nicholas 100.00
Anonymous 100.00*
Thomas J. Wiswell 50.00*
James Rihbany 50.00

Archdiocesan 

Office

daily devotions M A Y ,  2 0 0 8  Very Rev. George Alberts

1. ACTS 2:38-43; JOHN 3:1-15
2. PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11;

LUKE 10:38-42, 11:27-38
3. ACTS 3:11-16; JOHN 3:22-33
4. ACTS 5:12-20; JOHN 20:19-31
5. ACTS 3:19-26; JOHN 2:1-11
6. ACTS 4:1-10; JOHN 3:16-21
7. ACTS 4:13-22; JOHN 5:17-24
8. 1 JOHN 11:1-7;

JOHN 19:25-27; 21:24-25
9. ACTS 5:1-11; JOHN 5:30-6:2

10. ACTS 5:21-33; JOHN 6:14-17
11. ACTS 6:1-7; MARK 15:43-47, 16:1-8
12. ACTS 6:8-7:5, 47-60; JOHN 4:46-54
13. ACTS 8:5-17; JOHN 6:27-33
14. ACTS 8:18-25; JOHN 6:35-39
15. ACTS 8:26-39; JOHN 6:40-44
16. ACTS 8:40-9:19; JOHN 6:48-54
17. ACTS 9:20-31; JOHN 15:17-16:2
18. ACTS 9:32-42; JOHN 5:1-15
19. ACTS 10:1-16; JOHN 6:56-69
20. ACTS 10:21-33; JOHN 7:1-13

21. ACTS 26:1-5, 12-20; JOHN 10:1-9
22. ACTS 10:34-43; JOHN 8:12-20
23. ACTS 10:44-11:10; JOHN 8:21-30
24. ACTS 12:1-11; JOHN 8:31-42
25. HEBREWS 12:1-10; JOHN 4:5-42
26. ACTS 12:12-17; JOHN 8:42-51
27. ACTS 12:25-13:12; JOHN 8:51-59
28. ACTS 13:13-24; JOHN 6:5-14 
29. ACTS 14:20-27; JOHN 9:39-10:9
30. ACTS 15:5-34; JOHN 10:17-28
31. ACTS 15:35-41; JOHN 10:27-38
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A PAN-ORTHODOX WEEKEND
WITH BISHOP MARK

ALL SAINTS OF NORTH
AMERICA ANTIOCHIAN
 ORTHODOX MISSION,

 MARYLAND HEIGHTS, MO 

On December 27th through
December 30th, we were blessed
with a visit by His Grace Bishop
MARK, for the occasion of a
 wedding and an ordination.
 Abigail Morton and Gregory
Nahlik are the first couple in our
mission to get married (Gregory
was also the first catechumen
 received into the Orthodox faith
at the mission.) That same week-
end, Abigail’s father, Deacon
Daniel Morton, was to be
 ordained to the Holy Priesthood.
But we had a problem. How does
a small mission host a big
 wedding and a big ordination?

With the blessing of Metropolitan
IAKOVOS of Chicago, we were
permitted to have both sacra-
ments performed by Bishop
 MARK at Assumption Greek
 Orthodox Church, just fifteen
minutes from our mission. Many
of the mission’s founding
 members came from the
 Assumption parish and we have
a very close relationship with Fr.
Joseph Strzelecki and that com-
munity. On Friday, December
28th, Bishop MARK presided at
Gregory and Abigail’s wedding
and was assisted by Fr. Joseph,
Fr. Steven Salaris (protos at the
mission), and Deacon Daniel
Morton. On Saturday, it was
 vespers at the mission with His
Grace. On Sunday, December
30th, during the hierarchical
 Divine Liturgy at Assumption
Greek Orthodox Church, Deacon

Daniel was ordained to the Holy
Priesthood by Bishop MARK.
Along with all of the above
 mentioned clergy, Fr. Dimitru
 Micaila, presbyter at Sts.
 Constantine and Helen Greek
 Orthodox Church in Swansea, IL
(just across the Mississippi
River), was also in attendance for
the  ordination. The newly-
 ordained Fr. Daniel is now
 attached to the All Saints of
North America  mission and will
be a reserve priest for the greater
St. Louis area. This joyous week-
end can be summed up as
 follows: The  Antiochian Ortho-
dox mission’s deacon, himself a
St. Louis  native, who converted
to  Orthodoxy while living in
 California, was ordained to the
priesthood by an Antiochian
 Orthodox bishop, who is a
 convert from southern Indiana,

Communities In 

Action

Bishop MARK ordains Deacon Daniel Morton
to the Holy Priesthood

Bishop MARK with the Mortons
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at a Greek  Orthodox Church.
Overall, the weekend was a living
icon of both Orthodox
 Christianity and Orthodox
 Christian unity in America. Glory
to Jesus Christ! Glory forever!

THE 36TH ANNUAL
 DIOCESE OF WICHITA
AND MID-AMERICA

CLERGY BROTHERHOOD
RETREAT

On Tuesday, February 5,
2008, fifty-five brother priests
and  deacons from the Diocese
of  Wichita and Mid-America
(DOWAMA) gathered at the
 Spiritual Life Center in Wichita,
Kansas for our annual  pre-
Lenten spiritual retreat. The
theme for this year’s retreat was
a patristic initiation into the
 mystery of the Saviour’s Trans-
figuration based on the Apostle
Peter’s statement to the Lord: “It
is good for us to be here” (Mat.
17:4). It was our great blessing
to be led in study on this theme
by Professor Christopher
 Veniamin, D. Phil. (Oxon.). Dr.
Veniamin is professor of patris-
tics at St. Tikhon’s Orthodox
Theological Seminary in  South
Canaan, Pennsylvania. He
 received his M.A. from the
School of Theology of the
 University of Thessalonica
where he studied under such
scholars as Giorgios I.
Mantzarides and the Very
 Reverend John S. Romanides.
Dr. Christopher pursued and
 completed his doctoral studies
at Pembroke College, University
of Oxford, under the guidance
of the Rt. Rev. Dr. KALLISTOS
Ware, Bishop of Diokleia. Dr.
Christopher is also a respected
author in his field and among his

many publications is the three
volume set of the homilies of St.
Gregory Palamas which he
 edited and co-translated.

After being introduced by Pro-
topresbyter Paul O’Callaghan,
dean of St. George Cathedral in
Wichita, Dr. Veniamin gave his
first presentation, entitled The
Light of God the Father in St.
 Irenaeus of Lyons. Over the next
two days he continued by
 addressing the topics of The
Human Person and the Vision of
Christ’s Parousia from St.
Athanasius to St. Chrysostom,
The Resurrection of the Body in
St. Cyril of Alexandria, The
 Ascetico-Theological Context in
St. Maximus the Confessor,
Prayer as the Manifestation of
 Divine Glory in St. John
 Damascene, The Role of the
 Spiritual Father according to St.
Symeon the New Theologian,
The Vision of God and Dogmatic
Consciousness in St. Gregory
the Sinaite, The Centrality of the
Transfiguration in Orthodox
 Theology focusing on the works
of St. Gregory Palamas, and The

Mystery of the Transfiguration
as Lived in Our Day by St.
Silouan the Athonite and Elder
Sophrony of Essex. Each pres-
entation was opened by Bishop
BASIL with an inspiring “Coun-
sel to Priests” gleaned from the
writings of saints or contempo-
rary elders and was concluded
with lively question and answer
sessions which often continued
straight through the scheduled
“free times.”

Along with his scholarly
 acumen, Dr. Christopher also
brought a rich spiritual heritage
to our retreat — one with which
we in DOWAMA have made bold
to make our own. As a part of
his upbringing in England, he
began at an early age visiting the
monastery of St. John the
 Baptist in Essex and there
began a  relationship with
 Archimandrite Sophrony
Sakharov. Even with his move to
America, he has maintained his
connection with the monastery
community of St. John. Dr.
Christopher told us in his
 introductory presentation: “It is

Professor
Christopher
Veniamin,
D. Phil.
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true that I was a spiritual child
of the Elder Sophrony for ten
years … And then I was turned
over to Father Kyrill (the present
abbot) and was his spiritual
child for another ten years …
After that I have had our Father
Zacharias as a spiritual father
for over twenty years … Three
 bodies but one spirit!”

Throughout the retreat we
also were refreshed by the regu-
lar rhythm of liturgical prayer.
Our brother Presbyter Peter
Smith of St. Mary Church in
 Wichita led us in our daily
 morning, afternoon, evening
and night services with great
piety and beauty.  Father Peter’s

prayers were  augmented by the
beautiful chanting of seminary
graduates Subdeacon Camille
Baba, youth director at St.
George Cathedral in Wichita,
and Subdeacon Joshua
 Armitage, youth director at St.
John Church in Memphis, TN.
On Wednesday evening we had
the blessing to pray  Compline
 according to the  Western Rite,
in which we were led by
 Archimandrite Daniel Keller.

Our retreat concluded on

 Friday morning, February 8,
with the Divine Liturgy
 celebrated for us by His Grace
Bishop BASIL in the chapel of
the Holy Unmercenary Healers
in St. George Cathedral. At the
end of the Liturgy, all of the
brothers joined His Grace and
prayed the  Trisagion Prayers of
Mercy for all of the departed
clergy and clergy wives of our
Diocese. We then were hosted to
a final brunch by the Cathedral
clergy (Protopresbyter Paul
O’Callaghan,  Presbyter James
Shadid, and Economos Dean
Dimas and the dear parish
 family of St. George Cathedral.
Hostesses for the brunch were

Joan Farha,
Gayle Malone
and Judy
 Stanley. Dr.
George Farha,
the highly
 esteemed Vice
Chairman of the
Archdiocesan
Board of
Trustees and a
member of our
Diocesan Cathe-
dral, joined us
for the brunch
and our Clergy
B r o t h e r h o o d

meeting which  followed.
Amongst all of the regular

 reports and  business that made
up the Brotherhood meeting,
two particular items stand out
for notice. First is the plan for a
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Kearny,
Nebraska and the parish
 community of St. George
Church, there to honor and
 celebrate the memory of our
first brother priest in our
 diocese,  Father Nicola Elias
 Yanney, who, in 1904, was the

first to be  ordained by St.
Raphael of Brooklyn. Father
Nicola, a  widower with young
children at the time of his
 ordination, nursed and other-
wise ministered to his parish-
ioners as well as non- Orthodox
townsfolk stricken with “Spanish
Influenza,” and, having thus
contracted it himself, died at the
age of forty-five in 1918. As part
of the Diocesan Pilgrimage, the
new monument for Father
Nicola’s grave, which has been
commissioned by our Clergy
Brotherhood, will be  unveiled
and blessed. This  Pilgrimage will
take place on the weekend of
October 24 & 25, 2008 and is
open to all.

The second item of import
was the report on our Sister
 Diocese project with Metropoli-
tan SABA Esper’s Archdiocese
of Bosra, Hauran, Jabal al-Arab
and the Golan in southern Syria.
Dr. James Kallail, chairman of
this diocesan project, gave an
overview of the preliminary
stages of the project and
 inspired the brothers with
 expectations for the full initial
report to be presented at our
 upcoming diocesan Parish Life
Conference in Dallas, Texas this
June. The brothers moved to
send a $1,500.00 donation of
their own to Metropolitan SABA
to aid and support the needy
clergy of our Sister Diocese in
Syria. After the brunch and busi-
ness meeting His Grace Bishop
BASIL hosted the annual Clergy
Brotherhood Open House at the
Chancery.

With thanks to Dr.
 Christopher Veniamin, the bless-
ing of our Bishop BASIL and the
intercessions of St. Raphael of
Brooklyn, the patron of our
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Clergy Brotherhood, we took
leave of each other and
 embarked on our  return
 journeys to our homes and
 congregations, which  together
make up our beloved and God-
 protected Diocesan Family here
in the Heartland.

The Reverend Mark Haas,
Church of St. James the

Brother-of-the-Lord
Fort Collins, CO

Secretary of the DOWAMA Clergy
Brotherhood

ANNUAL YOUTH
 CHRISTMAS RETREAT

CHURCH OF THE VIRGIN
MARY, ALSIP, ILLINOIS

What would you rather be
doing during the week between
Christmas and New Years?  Some
options include returning
 unwanted gifts, sitting around
and watching TV, OR you can
gather 32 Teens from your
parish, and take them on a
 Retreat, far from home!

This is what we did at the
Church of the Virgin Mary in
Alsip, Illinois.  32 Teens joined by
8 Chaperones, including the
Teen Advisors, our Deacon Saed
Rihani, and our pastor Fr. Mousa
Haddad, took off one a 2-hour
drive to Woodstock, Illinois to
spend three days at our 2nd
 annual Youth Christmas Retreat!

Our Retreat Master was Dr.
 Albert Rossi, faculty member at
St. Vladimir’s Seminary (and
 former professor of our pastor
Fr. Mousa). Upon arrival at
 Resurrection Center, the teens
unloaded their luggage, went to
their assigned rooms, and
 gathered for our first session on
Wed. night … PIZZA! We spent
the evening getting to know each
other, and discussed how we will

be spending our next 2 ½ days.
From one session to the next,

Dr. Rossi kept the teens at atten-
tion, and gave them much to
think about. Topics included
spirituality, God’s Love for us,
Teen struggles, the Jesus Prayer,
and many other practical issues
for the Teens. We broke out in
small groups, watched video
clips, listened to Orthodox
hymns, and drew depictions of
how we are THE LIGHT OF THE
WORLD!

Of course the highlight of any
Retreat was the food … just
 kidding!  The highlight was the
sledding which took place during
break times, and all Teens (and
chaperones) took advantage of
the fresh fallen snow to experi-
ence gravity…once on top of the
hill, all it took was one push …
and down the hill they go!

The chapel’s backdrop was
 nature itself. The Holy Altar
faced a window which reflected
God’s beautiful creation. With
the fresh fallen snow in sight, we
conducted Matins, Vespers and
Compline services (and Divine
Liturgy on the last day). One
night, we convinced Fr. Mousa to
conduct Compline at the outdoor
campfire. What a way to experi-
ence Nature and God’s Love all
in one place.  All teens did their
part to serve God in these
 services, whether they were
 serving, chanting, reading, or
praying attentively.

One session, which was led by
the Teens themselves, included
acting out one of Christ’s
 parables; talk about talent!  Each
group used their God-given
 talents to present to all the other
groups such parables as “the
Prodigal Son” and “the Good
Samaritan,” even Deacon Saed

was convinced to act in one of
those parables (we won’t say
what part he played!)

Evenings brought the fun of
our nightly routine of getting all
Teens to their rooms on time; as
the chaperones will tell you, the
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efforts were futile! The Teens
may have gotten to their rooms
on time, but sleeping on time was
another story.  Still, however, the
teens made it to Chapel on time
the next morning.

From nature walks in the early
morning, to sledding, to the
 football game, to the great meals
and snacks, to the closing
 session, the days went by so
quickly. We thank Dr. Rossi for
his valuable direction to the
Teens, his friendship, and his
love and dedication to God’s holy
church.  At the Divine Liturgy on
the last day, Fr. Mousa presented
Dr. Rossi with a card signed by
all the Teens, and a token of our
appreciation.  Also, we thank all
those who donated to this
 retreat, whether monetary, time,
or talent. At the concluding
 session, each teen was given an
Orthodox Study Bible (dedicated
and signed personally by Fr.
Mousa). Also, upon arrival all
teens received a sweater with a
hoody that had the Retreat Logo
on it and a prayer rope.

As a follow-up to the Retreat,
the teens gathered on Sunday,
Jan. 20th in the church fellow-
ship hall for the “Retreat after the
Retreat” where we added a
 session on Christian Music and
its relevance to Holy Scripture;
we were also treated to a 20-
minute presentation of the over
600 photos taken at the Retreat.
Not to mention, PIZZA again!

We wish to thank the parents
for trusting the clergy with their
teens; we realize that some of the
teens have never left home for
any overnight trip, so this was
their first experience being away
from home!  Thanks again DADS
and MOMS!

The Teens look forward to

 another exciting retreat next
year!

If you’re interested in knowing
more about any of the topics or
any aspect of the Christmas
 Retreat, you can contact Fr.
Mousa Haddad at
fr.mousa@gmail.com or Dn.
Saed Rihani at Srihani6@cs.com.

Wishing everyone a blessed
and prosperous new year!

Deacon Saed Rihani
Church of the Virgin Mary

Midwest Diocese
Alsip, IL

ST. PAUL, EMMAUS
 CELEBRATES MORTGAGE

BURNING

On the weekend of February
8-10, St. Paul Antiochian
 Orthodox Church in Emmaus,
Pennsylvania celebrated the
final payment of their mortgage
with a mortgage burning
 ceremony. His Grace Bishop
THOMAS was present with the
community and shared with the
faithful in the weekend’s
 festivities.

On Friday evening, he met
with the priest, Reverend Father
Theodore Mikovich and the
members of the parish council
for dinner and general
 discussion about parish life. On
Saturday he shared lunch with
the church school children, and
afterwards met with the local
chapter of AOCWNA, and the
stewardship committee. In the
evening, Father Theodore and
Bishop THOMAS were joined by
several other members of the
clergy for Vespers. Present with
the faithful of St. Paul were the
Very Reverend Father Peter Pier,
the Reverend Father Noah
Bushelli, the Reverend Father

Demitrios Makoul, and the
 Reverend Deacon Jerome
 Alterholt. This particular
 Vespers marked a special event
for the community as one of
their younger members, fifteen-
year-old Marshall Goodge, was
tonsured a reader and given the
name Reader George. Vespers
was followed by dinner with the
clergy, the newly-tonsured
Reader George, his parents and
other family members.

On Sunday, Bishop THOMAS
and Father Theodore were
joined by the Reverend Father
Joseph Butts and again by the
Reverend Deacon Jerome for
Orthros and Divine Liturgy. In
his homily, Bishop THOMAS
spoke of the historical develop-
ment of Great Lent, and of our
need to demonstrate the faith
and persistence of the Samari-
tan woman in our life.

Liturgy was followed by a
spaghetti banquet to celebrate
this milestone in the life of the
parish. St. Paul, which was
 organized as a mission parish in
1986, began with forty-five
members. Gathering each week
at a church building on 4th
Street in Emmaus, the com mu-
nity was first led by Reverend
Father John Kahle. For the next
twelve years, St. Paul grew
slowly but steadily.  Parish
 membership nearly doubled,
and the community was able —
with the generous help of patron
John Walson — to move from
the building they originally
 occupied on 4th Street to the
one they occupy today on East
Main Street. With further
 contributions from the faithful,
and after many hours of hard
work, the building on East Main
Street was purchased and
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 renovated; and in 1997 the
 community moved to its current
location. Renovations and
 improvements have continued
ever since that time; and today,
the faithful of St. Paul are
pleased to have a church temple
that is beautiful both in its
 appearance and in its warm,
welcoming atmosphere. That
same year, the faithful of St. Paul
also saw the ordination of one of
their own sons, Theodore
Mikovich, to the diaconate.
1999 proved to be another big
year for the community as
 Father John Kahle was elevated
to the rank of Archpriest, and
Deacon Theodore Mikovich was
ordained to the holy priesthood.
Further changes in the commu-
nity took place that same year as
Father John retired from active
ministry and Father Theodore
was appointed to be the priest
and spiritual father for the
parish.

Under Father Theodore’s lead-
ership the parish continued to
grow. New members arrived and
a number of icons were added to
the church. In 2006, His Grace
Bishop THOMAS consecrated
the church in a solemn cele -
bration at Divine Liturgy. In
 December 2007, the commu-
nity’s most recent milestone was
reached when the mortgage was
completely paid off.

Numerous people spoke at the
banquet, and it was a great
blessing and joy for the commu-
nity that they were able to be
joined by the Archpriest John
Kahle on that day. At the
 banquet and throughout the
weekend Bishop THOMAS
 applauded the community on
their accomplishments; how-
ever, he both cautioned them

against complacency and en-
couraged them to continue to
push ahead, to grow, so that
they might truly be lights in the
world and bring others to truth,
light, and life in Christ.

The banquet was concluded
with the burning of the
 mortgage, and afterwards the
ashes were purchased by the
faithful as a symbol of the legacy
they are building and in the
spirit of continuing good
 stewardship in the community.

ST. STEPHEN THE 
PROTOMARTYR OF SOUTH

PLAINFIELD, NJ 
CELEBRATES 

DEDICATION OF NEW
 SOCIAL HALL & CHURCH

ADDITION 

On September 23, 2007, we,
the parishioners of St. Stephen
the Protomartyr of South
 Plainfield, NJ and our pastor, Fr.
Stephen Tewfik, welcomed His
Grace Bishop ANTOUN for the
Dedication of our new facilities.
The day began with a beautiful
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy. His
Grace led the congregation, first
through the church addition and
then into the new hall, blessing
us all with holy water as he went
along. The procession then
 returned to the church for the
homily and closing prayers.  St.
Stephen’s of South Plainfield,
N.J. was founded by converts
from the Episcopalian Church in
1978. Bishop ANTOUN remi-
nisced during his homily about
how he first visited us and
 remembers our little 20’ x 20’
chapel with no facilities and no
pews. He continued his visits
over the years and saw us build
our first addition which gave us
a viable worship area, a little

kitchen, restrooms and a base-
ment for church school.  

As our membership grew we
purchased the adjacent parish
house and a large back lot
 acquired through the generosity
of our neighbors, the
Wrublevski family. Again Bishop
ANTOUN urged us to expand
further and we took up his chal-
lenge. After four years of prayer,
hard work, sweat and tears, our
people, led by Father Stephen
and Building Committee Chair-
man, Lloyd George, completed
the project.  Our new expansion
includes more than doubling our
current worship space and
adding a 10,000 square foot ad-
dition, which includes: a new so-
cial hall, a large, column-free
basement, a commercial-grade
kitchen, ample parking, a chair-
lift, an  office and storage rooms.
The basement will have room
for over eight Church School
classes.  None of this could have
been done without the dedicated
 support and hard work of our
clergy and wonderful parish-
ioners.  May God grant them
many years!!   

After the Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy, a delicious luncheon
was served in our new church
hall to over 160 parishioners,
guests and friends. Delicious
Middle Eastern desserts, made
by  members of the Women’s
Group, were provided on each
table. The Master of Ceremonies
for the event was Lou Kattas,
Parish Council Chairperson.
 Father Stephen and Lloyd
George gave moving speeches,
thanking all our parishioners
and friends for their hard work
and sacrifice. A special framed
“Resolution” was presented to
the Wrublevski  family by the
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Parish Council. In the Resolu-
tion, the parish of St. Stephen
promised to maintain the origi-
nal chapel, donated by them, in
perpetuity. A gift of a desk set
containing a picture of the new
facility and a quote from scrip-
ture was presented to Lloyd
George, for his hard work and
dedication to the church.  The
final presentation, to Sayidna
ANTOUN, was in the form of a
banner made by our church
school children reading “let the
children come unto me,”
“signed” with each of their hand-
prints.  As the memorable day
drew to a close we again thank
Saidna  ANTOUN for his support
and look forward to worship-
ping in our expanded church
and  sharing in many events in
our new hall. If you plan to be in
Central New Jersey come and
join us in our new house of
 worship.

ST. GEORGE, ORLANDO, FL
CELEBRATES 40TH

 ANNIVERSARY

1968 is remembered in
 American history for many
things. But for the Orthodox
faithful of the Orlando-Central
Florida area, it was the begin-
ning of the  presence of
 Antiochian Orthodox Christian-
ity for us and our  children, as
well as all those the Holy Spirit
would bring to Christ’s Holy
 Orthodox Church. It was in
1968 that Archbishop
+MICHAEL of the Antiochian
Archdiocese gave his blessing
for the establishment of a
 mission in this area.

40 years later, His Grace
Bishop ANTOUN, Bishop of
Miami and the Southeast was

with us to bestow his blessings
upon this community as we
 prepared to celebrate our 40th
anniversary.

His Grace arrived in Orlando
on Friday, February 8 and imme-
diately visited Monk James and
novice Julian at the Community
of the Holy Cross, an Orthodox
ministry to sick homeless men
in Orlando. Monk James was
 tonsured by His Grace Bishop
DEMETRI a number of years
ago at the Parish Life Confer-
ence in Howey-in-the-Hills.
Bishop  ANTOUN remarked how
 impressed he was with the beau-
tiful Orthodox Chapel at the
Community House. After check-
ing into his suite at the beautiful
Sheraton Hotel [owned by Mr.
George Zaczac, a member of the
Archdiocese Board of Trustees],
His Grace prepared to have
 dinner with the Parish Council
of St. George Antiochian
 Orthodox Church. Present at the
dinner were Fr. John E.
Hamatie, Pastor of St. George’s;
Mr. Eugene Volik, Mr. Mark So-
lack, Mrs. Alyce Hamatie, Mr.
Todd Harding, Mrs. Karen
 Hereich, Mrs. Cindy Rappold
and Mr. Edward Stevens as well
as Mrs. Judy Volik and Mrs.
Gabrielle Stevens.

On Saturday, February 9, His
Grace had a very enjoyable
meeting with the Sunday School
 during which he answered many
well-thought-out questions of
the children. He also was shown
how the Sunday School is work-
ing this year on teaching the
children the meaning and
 workings of the Divine Liturgy.

That evening, His Grace
presided over the celebration of
Great Vespers at St. George’s.
Following the service we all

 gathered in the Mama Alyce
Hamatie Fellowship Hall for the
Grand Banquet commemorating
the 40th Anniversary of St.
George’s. Among those present
were Orange County Commis-
sioner Mildred Fernandez [a
very dedicated friend of St.
George’s] and Mr. Reginald
McGill [representing Orlando
Mayor Buddy Dyer] as well as
Dr. Carlos Johary, President of
the Syrian-Lebanese American
Club of Orlando, Mr. Sami
Qubty,  representing the Arab-
American Community Center
and Dr. Amid Habib of the
United People in Christ organi-
zation.

During the banquet, Fr. John
honored some of the founders of
St. George’s present with us:
Mrs. Charlene Danielson; Mrs.
Leila Fischer and Mr. Harvey
Reich. Commissioner Fernandez
read and presented a proclama-
tion from the Orange County
Commission proclaiming the
weekend of February 8-10 as St.
George Antiochian Orthodox
Church 40th Anniversary Days.
Mr. McGill presented and read a
similar proclamation from
Mayor Buddy Dyer and the
 Orlando City Council. Alexandra
Hamatie [youngest daughter of
Fr. John] then made a very
 moving speech about her father
and presented him with a beau-
tiful arrangement of flowers.
Monk James presented a beauti-
ful gold Orthodox Blessing
Cross to Fr. John, who then
shared a few “memories” of St.
George’s over the last 40 years
[35 of which he has witnessed
as pastor].

Fr. John then introduced His
Grace Bishop ANTOUN. Sayidna
spoke on how St. George’s had



The Word 29

been blessed to accomplish
much in its 40 year history and
that he expected it with God’s
Blessings to do even more in the
future. Following Sayidna’s
 remarks, Fr. John asked His
Grace if he still had the large
photo and frame of Sayidna that
had been presented to him on
his last visit in 2007, and His
Grace responded that he did. Fr.
John then told Sayidna that he
wanted the photo back and
Sayidna looked a little puzzled.
At that moment, Fr. John called
for a large covered frame to be
brought to Sayidna. Upon
 uncovering the frame, there was
 revealed a large hand-painted oil
canvas of His Grace that Fr.
John presented to Sayidna to be
placed in the new diocesan
chancery. Sayidna was very
moved and thanked Fr. John as
well as Mrs. Joulia Vitaliy, the
very accomplished artist who
 executed the portrait.

Subdeacon Douglas Hamatie
then presented His Grace with a
beautiful clock also to be placed
in the new chancery. Miss
 Anastasia Hamatie asked to
speak a few words on behalf of
The Order of St. Ignatius of
 Antioch. Her words were so
 inspiring that two more people
 decided to join the Order the
next day.

On Sunday, February 10,
many faithful gathered at St.
George’s for the Hierarchical
Divine Liturgy served by His
Grace and assisted by Fr. John.
At the  conclusion of Matins, His
Grace ordained to the subdia-
conate Mr. Todd Stephen Hard-
ing and Mr. Charles Patrick Hill.
The Liturgy was very beautiful
and inspiring and the St. George
Choir, led by Mr. Tony Durbetaki

and Mrs. Marie-Antoinette Ab-
delmessih, sang beautifully. Be-
fore giving his homily, His Grace
inducted seven new members of
the Order of St. Ignatius of Anti-
och: Monk James — Knight
Commander; Mr. Dimitri Avdella
— Knight; Mrs. Mary Brakeall
— Dame; Mrs. Loulou Hiresh —
Dame; Dr.  Carlos Johary —
Knight; Mr. Nelson San Pedro —
Knight; and Mrs. Marianne
 Vanness — Dame.

Following the Divine Liturgy,
a delicious luncheon was served
by the St. George Ladies Guild.
Fr. John reminded everyone
present to please place a
 donation in the “Black chancery
box” to go  towards the parish
pledge for the purchase of a
chancery for the diocese. We
have a custom at St. George’s to
have a monthly birthday cake
for all those whose birthdays fall
in that month. It was announced
that we had held off the January
cake until Sayidna would be with
us to honor his birthday on
 January 17. His Grace, along
with the other  January birth-
days, cut the cake. On Sunday
evening, Sayidna  enjoyed a
lovely meal with Fr. John, Kh.
Monique and the Hamatie family
at a local Red Lobster restau-
rant.  On Monday, Sayidna
 departed from Orlando to return
to his home in  Pompano Beach,
Florida. He left behind many,
many pleasant and loving
 memories for the faithful of St.
George’s, Orlando to  reflect
upon in their hearts.  ISPOLLA
ETI DHESPOTA!

ST. ANDREW’S MISSION,
PENSACOLA, FL

Welcome home! This wonder-
ful expression of acceptance is
most famously associated in our
beloved Archdiocese with the
 reception of the Evangelical
 Orthodox by His Eminence
 Metropolitan PHILIP. So how is
it that a group of already
 established Orthodox Christians
from Pensacola, Florida, coming
out of the Greek tradition, have
come to adopt this sentiment for
themselves? The answer is that
the faith, love, and determina-
tion that characterizes their
community was met, strength-
ened, and encouraged by the
faith, love, and determination
that characterizes our
 Archdiocese. This faith, love,
and determination is led by our
beloved hierarchs and priests
and manifested in the people of
this Archdiocese. What was
 encountered one year ago by
these Orthodox Christians, who
were feeling isolated, aban-
doned, and betrayed, became
the opportunity for an over-
whelming  sensation of inclusion,
acceptance, and loyalty as St.
Andrew’s Antiochian Orthodox
Mission. 
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On February 2nd, 2008, St.
Andrew’s Antiochian Orthodox

Mission celebrated its one year
anniversary in conjunction with
the Feast of the Meeting of the
Lord in the Temple. At this Feast,
the fulfillment of the enduring
faith of Simeon the Righteous
and Anna the Prophetess typifies
the experience of this mission.

In December of 2006, a parish
in Pensacola experienced an
 acceleration and pinnacle result-
ing in an insurmountable rift
within the walls of the parish,
and consequently, a group of 47
families, which included 8 of the
11 parish council members, felt
driven from the community.
They did not know what their

 options were, but they knew they
could not remain where they
were.  Some contemplated going
to other faith communities, but
they soon decided that they
needed to remain Orthodox.   

In January of 2007, after this
extremely painful and volatile
disruption at their former parish
home, several members of this
“outcast” group visited Fr. Nabil
Fino in Birmingham, AL. He
 received them with great
 compassion, and upon hearing
their story and current condition,
urged them to contact His Grace
Bishop ANTOUN. The next step
for this group would be meeting
with Bishop ANTOUN at the
Diocesan Delegates Meeting in
Jacksonville, FL. Those who
made this trip were very unsure
about what they would encounter
and how they would be received.
Nevertheless they were deter-
mined, and their determination
was met by the love, warmth, and
pastoral concern from our
Bishop ANTOUN that many of us
have come to know.

Upon consultation with
 Metropolitan PHILIP, this group
was accepted as a mission and
celebrated its first Divine Liturgy
on February 4, 2007 with Fr.
Nabil Fino. Not only was the
 support of Bishop ANTOUN
 beyond what any had expected,
but so too, was the action of the
Diocese of Miami as a whole.
Parishes sent their priests week
after week, inspiring gratitude
and awe in the mission at their
willingness to help those they did
not know. Fr. John Henderson,
followed by Fr. Leo Schelver and
then Fr. James Meadows came
down from St. Peter AOC in
Madison, MS. Then Tennessee
took a turn, sending Fr. John

Oliver from St. Elizabeth the New
Martyr in Murfreesboro, and
then in succession, Fr. Stephen
Rogers, Fr. Robert Sanford along
with Dn. Keith Hanson, and Fr.
Gordon Walker from St. Ignatius
AOC in Franklin. 

At Bishop ANTOUN’s request,
Fr. Gordon spent over a month in
Pensacola ministering to the
 mission. Bishop ANTOUN even
arranged to have a “Yankee”
 seminarian priest (Fr. David
Bleam) sent down for Holy
Week! In addition, Fr. Ernesto
Obregon also came down from
Birmingham and Fr. Elia
 Shalhoub, who had continued his
support of this group since he
had met them in Jacksonville,
came up from West Palm Beach,
FL to serve on Pentecost. Help
also arrived from Fr. John Kahle
of Emmaus, PA (the father of St.
Andrew’s Barbara Archer) in the
form of several liturgical items.

In June, Fr. David Bleam was
assigned as the pastor for St.
 Andrew’s and he and his family
were warmly received into the
tight-knit mission family. The
summer of 2007 brought the
mission into even more contact
with the Diocese of Miami and
the Archdiocese as several
parishioners attended both the
Parish Life Conference in
 Orlando and the Convention in
Montreal. Also, several young
people were able to attend Camp
St. Thekla. 

The St. Andrew’s mission
parish met in a storefront office
building for several months, all
the while searching and obtain-
ing financial commitments for a
permanent home. In July, the
mission was able to purchase a
former Protestant church, reno-
vate it, and celebrate their first

Current location of
St. Andrew’s

Original home of
St. Andrew’s
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Divine Liturgy in their new home on August 26th. 
The highlight of the year was a visit from Bishop

 ANTOUN in September for the Feast of the Elevation of
the Cross. His words of encouragement and support,
which had bolstered those who had already had the
 opportunity to meet him, now were heard by the entire
community. Even more importantly, since he stayed for
several days, everyone had a chance to meet him and
speak with him. Many remarked on how they had never
had a Bishop speak to them so personably and with so
much love and enthusiasm. The Bishop blessed our new
building, ordained Ted Werthmuller to the subdeaconate,
established our women’s group (The Sisters of St.
 Photini) and our Teen SOYO officers, and inducted 13
people into the Order of St. Ignatius. Convincing people
to join the Order by this point was a simple task, as the
love that had been shown to the mission by the
 Archdiocese was more than evident enough to be
 reciprocated. 

The faith, love, and determination shown to the St.
 Andrew’s community by Bishop ANTOUN reflects his
own faith, love, and determination in following after
Jesus Christ. Throughout our Archdiocese, this same
faith, love, and determination blossoms and was
 exemplary in its response to the needs of this mission.
Recognizing that the faith, love, and determination of the
Antiochian Archdiocese and its hierarchs has the same
goal as the members of St. Andrew’s — a full and united
Orthodox life in Jesus Christ — enabled this community
to feel as if they had finally been welcomed home.

Parish Life Conference in Montreal
Save the date! June 26-29, 2008

Diocese of Ottawa, Eastern Canada & Upstate New York

Join St. Mary Church during four days of caring, discovering and growing in faith.

St. Mary Church • www.alsayde.com • 514-858-7004 • email: 2008plc@gmail.com

Host Hotel: Sheraton Laval • 1-800-667-2440

Reserve before May 20 and get the group rate

http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=0803

INTERESTED IN STUDYING
ORTHODOX THEOLOGY?

UNABLE TO ATTEND A SEMINARY
OR THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL?

ST. STEPHEN’S COURSE OF STUDIES IN
ORTHODOX THEOLOGY IS YOUR ANSWER.

Besides our theological program we are also now
 offering three new specialization tracks: Youth Ministry,
Musicology and Iconology. These tracks are offered in a

distinct Orthodox and Byzantine setting.

St. Stephen’s Course, a three-year directed reading pro-
gram under the auspices of the Antiochian House of

Studies, is open to both men and women.

For information and catalogue, contact:
ST. STEPHEN’S COURSE OF STUDIES

385 IVY LANE, BERGENFIELD, NJ 07621
E-MAIL: THEOEDU1@AOL.COM 

TELEPHONE: 201-569-0095
________________________________________________

Please send me further information and
 application forms for:

St. Stephen’s Course of Studies in Orthodox Theology

Name: ________________________________________________
Please print

Address: ______________________________________________

City: _______________________ State: ________ Zip: ________

E-mail: _______________________________________________
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Diocese of Worcester and New England
Parish Life Conference 2008

Conference Theme:

(PLEASE SAVE THE DATE)
Thursday, June 26-Sunday, June 29, 2008
The Place: The Marriott Hotel, Providence, Rhode Island

1-800-937-7768

Hosted by: St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church
of Pawtucket, R.I.

For Information Contact:
Mrs. Salwa Khoury (401) 434-8877

and
Fr. Isaac Crow (401) 726-1202

Hosted by: 
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
P.O. Box 6265 Grand Rapids, MI, 49506
phone: 616-454-7558
fax: 616-454-8174
http://www.stgeorgegr.com

Antiochian Orthodox Diocese
of Toledo and the Midwest Conference

June 25th - June 29th, 2008

Amway Grand Plaza
Reservations: 800-253-3590

Room rates are $107 per night

PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT
Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
358 Mountain Road / P.O. Box 5238 Englewood, NJ 07631-3727

Phone: 201-871-1355  ~  Fax: 201-871-1709

BYZANTINE MUSIC PROJECTS
ALL ARRANGED BY PROFESSOR BASIL KAZAN

ALL PROJECTS ARE IN ENGLISH, WESTERN NOTATION, BYZANTINE MUSIC

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈

ITEM DESCRIPTION QUANTITY
Project #1: VESPERS
$25.00 ALL DIGITAL PRINT __________

Project #2: MATINS
$30.00 239 PAGES __________

Project #3: HOLY WEEK
$45.00 Two Volumes __________

Project #4: PENTECOSTARION
$60.00 Three Volumes __________

Project #5: TRIODION
$45.00 Two Volumes __________

Please use this form to order! For orders within the
U.S., add 10% for BASIC Shipping & Handling
($3.00 minimum).

I have enclosed U.S. $ __________ which includes the
Shipping and Handling. Please send to:

Name: _____________________________________

Address:____________________________________

___________________________________________

ORDER FORM



FFHP WFD FFHP WFD
2006 06-lbs 2007 07-lbs

OTTAWA, EASTERN CANADA
AND UPSTATE NEW YORK

NOVA SCOTIA
St. Anthony-Halifax $500.00 

UPSTATE NEW YORK
St. George-Albany $100.00 $300.00 75
St. Michael-Geneva $145.00 $250.00 
St. George-Niagara Falls $75.00 
Archangel Gabriel-S. Glens Falls $100.00 35
St. George-S. Glens Falls $150.00 
St. Elias-Syracuse $970.00 $733.00 
St. George-Utica $1,329.00 $1,626.00 200

ONTARIO
Holy Transfiguration-London $635.00 
St. Elias Cathedral-Ottawa $4,066.00 1,670 $3,905.75 1,800
St. George-Richmond Hill
St. Mary-Mississauga
St. Ignatius-Windsor
St. Elias-Windsor

QUEBEC
Virgin Mary-Montreal $715.00 2,300 $1,065.00 2,400
St. George-Montreal $3,070.00 $260.00 
St. Nicholas-Montreal $4,265.25 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
Ss. Peter & Paul-Charlottetown $464.00 

TOTAL OTTAWA,
EASTERN CANADA
AND UPSTATE NEW YORK $15,335.25 4,005 $9,388.75 4,475

NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON, DC

CONNECTICUT
St. Nicholas-Bridgeport $960.00 $745.00 
St. George-Danbury $428.66 200 $732.69 250

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
St. Gregory the Great

Washington, DC $446.95 150 $711.72 100
St. George-Washington, DC $570.26 800 $539.00 800
St. James-Westminister

MARYLAND
Ss. Peter & Paul-Potomac $655.00 $674.23 1,500

NEW JERSEY
St. Anthony-Bergenfield $1,120.00 450 $1,265.00 500
St. George-Little Falls $540.00 $2,370.00 
St. Stephen-S. Plainfield $795.00 $423.00 

NEW YORK
St. Mary-Brooklyn $1,494.00 550 $2,672.00 550
St. Nicholas Cathedral-Brooklyn $815.46 $1,089.17 
St. John the Baptist-Levittown $110.00 $420.00 150
Church of Virgin Mary-Yonkers $600.00 $100.00 
St. James Mission-Poughkeepsie
St. Anthony-Melville

TOTAL NEW YORK &
WASHINGTON, DC $8,535.33 2,150 $11,831.21 3,850

CHARLESTON/OAKLAND & MID-ATLANTIC

DELAWARE
St. Athanasius-Claymont $200.00 $425.00 

MARYLAND
St. Mary-Hunt Valley $154.45 $304.00 
Holy Cross-Linthicum $20.00 $258.03 

PENNSYLVANIA
St. George-Allentown $950.00 $1,350.80 
St. George-Altoona $400.00 $470.00 
St. Mary-Chambersburg $1,353.00 All Year $1,980.27 All Year
St. John Evangelist-Beaver Falls $3,200.00 300 $3,000.00 
St. George-Bridgeville $2,100.00 All Year $1,745.00 All Year
St. Ellien-Brownsville
St. Anthony-Butler $567.11 $174.00 
St. Paul-Emmaus $192.45 8,000
St. Michael-Greensburg $1,429.00 $1,636.65 
St. Mary-Johnstown $2,332.50 400 $1,551.00 
St. John Chrysostom-York $1,153.08 2,115 $1,042.75 
St. Michael-Monessen $498.50 $340.23 
St. Elias-New Castle $2,025.25 $1,997.00 
St. George-New Kensington $699.19 $885.78 
St. George Cathedral-Pittsburgh $1,607.50 All Year $3,054.91 All Year
St. Philip-Souderton $3,853.85 All Year $3,865.29 All Year
St. George-Upper Darby $47.74 $10.00 
St. Mary-Wilkes-Barre $1,605.25 $1,515.00 
Holy Ascension Mission-Frazer $25.00 

VIRGINIA
St. Basil the Great-Yorktown $456.00 $500.00 
St. Raphael-Centreville $180.00 $200.00 500
Holy Trinity-Lynchburg $296.01 500

WEST VIRGINIA
St. Nicholas-Beckley $250.00 400 $250.00 
St. George-Charleston $7,393.33 346 $7,260.00 All Year
Church of Holy Spirit-Huntington $450.00 $500.00 

TOTAL
CHARLESTON/OAKLAND
& MID-ATLANTIC $33,118.20 11,561 $34,636.72 1,000

TOLEDO AND THE MIDWEST

IOWA
St. George-Cedar Rapids $225.00 All Year $500.00 All Year
St. Raphael of Brooklyn-Iowa City All Year $364.78 All Year

ILLINOIS
St. Nicholas-Urbana $3,000.00 $3,500.00 
St. George-Cicero $700.00 $1,410.00 
All Saints-Chicago $2,504.68 962 $3,162.52 700
St. Elias-Peoria $50.00 $258.68 
St. George-Spring Valley $480.95 $425.00 
Holy Transfiguration-Warrenville $713.41 250
Virgin Mary-Alsip

INDIANA
All Saints-Bloomington $1,235.00 $1,127.10 
St. John Chrysostom-Fort Wayne $1,109.83 $930.17 
Holy Resurrection-Hobart $182.70 
St. George-Indianapolis $1,563.76 $2,154.53 450
St George-Terre Haute $945.52 250 $355.35 
St. Mary-Topeka $374.86 1,157 $850.13 

KENTUCKY
St. Andrew-Lexington $725.00 $530.00 
St. Michael-Louisville $275.00 $110.00 

MICHIGAN
St. Mary-Berkley $1,000.00 $1,000.00 
St. George-Troy $1,256.00 $1,350.00 
St. George-Flint $700.00 450 $690.00 
St. George-Grand Rapids $332.00 400 $550.00 
St. Nicholas-Grand Rapids $2,137.02 10,000 $2,133.44 11,000
St. Mary-Iron Mountain $25.00 80 $160.00 150
St. Simon-Ironwood $230.00 
St. Mary-Livonia $250.00 10,000 $408.00 
St. James-Williamston $290.48 160 $316.59 400
St. Catherine Mission-Ann Arbor $353.00 $576.84 
Holy Cross Mission-Dorr $141.91 

MINNESOTA
St. George-West St. Paul $948.00 1,500 $847.00 600

MISSOURI
All Saints-Maryland Heights $351.42 387 $390.93 750
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NORTH DAKOTA
All Saints Mission-Fargo

OHIO
St. George-Akron $250.00 $450.00 
Holy Cross-Canton
St. George-Canton $255.00 $200.00 
St. Luke-Solon $173.06 $37.82 
St. George-Cleveland $225.00 $707.50 
St. James-Loveland $62.00 
St. Matthew-N Royalton $611.32 4,500 $604.53 5,000
St. Elias-Sylvania $635.71 $125.00 
St. George Cathedral-Toledo $443.59 3,010 $648.23 2,900
St. Mark-Youngstown $1,363.00 All Year All Year
St. Barnabas-Delaware $397.00 $461.33 
Internat’l Orthodox Council-Parma $100.00 

WISCONSIN
St. Elias-La Crosse $225.62 $137.42 
St. Nicholas-Cedarburg $684.83 $415.25 
St. Ignatius-Madison $1,484.26 $1,972.18 

TOTAL TOLEDO
AND THE MIDWEST $28,049.63 32,856 $30,945.64 22,200

WORCESTER AND NEW ENGLAND 

MASSACHUSETTS
St. Michael-Cotuit $321.43 350 $593.25 300
All Saints-S. Weymouth $177.50 $200.00 
St. Mary-Cambridge $961.70 15,000 $1,735.49 
St. John of Damascus-Dedham $3,743.00 $3,279.00 500
St. George-Methuen $525.00 $742.50 
St. George-Lowell $2,162.51 2,000 $2,352.59 2,000
St. George-Norwood $2,510.00 750 $2,100.00 1,906
St. George-W Roxbury $2,666.80 6,500 $1,968.00 6,700
St. George Cathedral-Worcester $4,991.00 5,000 $5,896.16 6,000
St. Elias-Fall River

RHODE ISLAND
St. Mary-Pawtucket $1,566.00 $2,025.00 

TOTAL WORCESTER
AND NEW ENGLAND $19,624.94 29,600 $20,891.99 17,406

MIAMI AND THE SOUTHEAST

ALABAMA
Annunciation Mission-Birmingham
St. Michael Mission-Dothan 150 $210.78 150

ARKANSAS
St. Nicholas-Springdale $96.06 
Holy Trinity-Little Rock $582.99 $220.89 75

FLORIDA
St. George Cathedral-Coral Gables $25.00 $50.00 
St. Philip-Davie $1,502.53 $45.00 
St. Andrew-Eustis $424.91 
St. George-Jacksonville $1,532.00 $1,197.00 
Our Lady of Regla-Miami $182.00 $192.00
St. Anthony the Great-Palm Bay $107.50 $100.00 
St. Peter-N Miami
St. George-Orlando $116.75 $260.00 927
St. Basil-Silver Springs $177.10 
St. Nicholas-St Petersburg $590.00 $205.00 
St. Mary-W. Palm Beach $850.00 $1,050.00 
Holy Cross-Ormond Beach $946.04 $904.29 
St. Paul-Naples $360.00 

GEORGIA
St. Elias-Atlanta $2,142.00 $525.00 
St. Stephen-Hiram $500.00 2,600 $550.00 2,650
Orthodox Mission of Cumming

LOUISIANA
Archangel Gabriel-Lafayette $280.00 $208.38 
St. Basil-Metairie $1,255.95 $1,378.63 

MISSISSIPPI
St. George-Vicksburg $1,004.31 $1,782.05 
St. Peter-Madison

NORTH CAROLINA
Ss. Peter & Paul-Boone $116.00 $131.78 
All Saints-Raleigh $1,486.00 1,650 $1,641.62 
St. Raphael-Asheville

SOUTH CAROLINA
St. Catherine-Aiken
St. John-N Charleston $25.00 All Year All Year
St. Barnabas-Lexington $83.50 $148.85 

St. Nicholas-Surfside Beach $25.00 $60.00 
Christ the Savior-Anderson $443.77 2,603 $463.81 1,600

TENNESSEE
Holy Resurrection-Johnson City $50.00 
St. Ignatius-Franklin $2,464.80 1,500 $3,063.75 
St. John-Memphis $335.00 $400.52 
St. Elizabeth-Murfreesboro $353.42 

TOTAL MIAMI AND
THE SOUTHEAST $17,431.05 8,503 $15,415.93 5,402

WICHITA AND MID-AMERICA

COLORADO
St. Luke-Lafayette $1,329.81 $1,310.00 
St. Augustine-Denver $148.00 
St. Elias-Arvada $3,044.00 $10,952.00 
St. Mark-Denver $148.85 600 $350.00 500
St. Columba-Lafayette $223.61 100 $156.84 
St. James-Fort Collins $543.60 $966.65 

IOWA
St. Thomas-Sioux City $966.30 750 $1,224.98 All Year

KANSAS
St. Michael Mission-Wichita $389.61 $196.06 
Ss. Peter & Paul-Topeka $359.72 $528.82 150
St. George Cathedral-Wichita $844.83 21,000 $3,515.00 22,000
St. Mary-Wichita $659.91 All Year $967.48 All Year
All Saints-Salina $179.00 $232.83 
St. Mary Magdalene-Manhattan
Holy Transfiguration-Hillsboro
St Basil-Overland Park $432.00 $570.13 

LOUISIANA
St. John the Divine-Lake Charles
St. Nicholas-Shreveport $245.54 $250.00 

NEW MEXICO
Holy Trinity-Santa Fe $582.38 1,000 $658.55 
Ss. Peter & Paul-Albuquerque

NEBRASKA
St. George-Kearney 200 $283.28 
St. Mary-Omaha $472.82 $1,398.80 
St. Vincent of Lerins-Omaha $180.00 104 $137.00 100

OKLAHOMA
Church of the Ascension-Norman $231.44 $296.00 
St. Elijah-Oklahoma City $4,775.00 $4,525.00 4,500
St. Antony-Tulsa $415.66 
Holy Apostles-Tulsa

SOUTH DAKOTA
St. John the Theologian-Rapid City $551.00 520 $376.68 5,470

TEXAS
Holy Apostles-Tyler $20.00 250
St. Elias-Austin $1,070.35 All Year $942.53 All Year
St. John the Forerunner-Cedar Park $1,249.95 
St. Michael-Beaumont $1,000.00 $1,000.00 
Holy Trinity-Corpus Christi
Ss. Constantine & Helen-Dallas $832.00 $1,211.76 
St. George-El Paso $1,038.75 350 $1,007.84 
St. Peter-Fort Worth $592.65 $805.04 
St. Joseph-Houston
St. George-Houston $1,337.00 All Year $3,585.32 All Year
St. Luke-Abilene $226.00 
St. Anthony the Great-Spring $472.00 $750.00 
St. Sophia-Dripping Springs $379.20 500
Our Lady of Walsingham-Mesquite $50.00 
St. Benedict-Wichita Falls $110.00 $170.50 
Forty Holy Martyrs of Sebaste

Sugar Land $20.00 
St. Silouan the Athonite

College Station $101.91 75 $108.92 
St. Ephraim the Syrian-San Antonio

WYOMING
Holy Resurrection-Gillette $231.00 460 $363.00 435

TOTAL WICHITA
& MID-AMERICA $23,809.94 25,159 $40,484.96 33,905

EAGLE RIVER AND THE NORTHWEST

ALBERTA
St. Philip-Edmonton $939.50 $1,600.00 
Church of the Annunciation-Calgary $279.11 
Fort Saskatchewan Mission

Fort Saskatchewan $363.72 
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ALASKA
St. Herman-Wasilla $200.00 $244.40 
All Saints Mission-Homer $274.50 $200.00 
St. John Cathedral-Eagle River $1,043.50 $1,146.50 

BRITISH COLUMBIA
St. Joseph the Damascene

New Westminster $50.00
Antiochian Orthodox Mission

of Langley-Langley $862.30 

IDAHO
St. John the Baptist - Post Falls $216.67 $90.00 
St. Ignatius-Twin Falls $243.61 
Holy Transfiguration Mission-Boise $89.21 500 $178.28 150

OREGON
St. George-Portland $969.52 $1,255.00 

SASKATCHEWAN
St. Vincent of Lerins-Saskatoon $613.01 $597.50 450

WASHINGTON
St. Andrew-Arlington $10.00 
St. Paul-Lynnwood $1,040.18 $721.94 
Holy Cross-Yakima $719.72 $1,112.00 
St. Nicholas-Spokane $519.63 $100.00 
St. Innocent-Everson $472.00 All Year $690.00 All Year
St. Thomas Mission- Snohomish $325.07 $205.00 
Christ The Savior Mission

Spokane Valley

TOTAL
EAGLE RIVER AND
THE NORTHWEST $8,613.92 500 $8,757.95 450

LOS ANGELES AND THE WEST 

ARIZONA
Holy Resurrection-Tucson $1,231.28 All Year $1,191.02 All Year
St. Ignatius Mission-Mesa $300.00 $260.80 
St. George-Phoenix $1,559.33 $1,665.00 

CALIFORNIA
Ss. Peter & Paul-Ben Lomond $508.10 All Year $110.10 1,000
St. Raphael  of Brooklyn Mission

Palm Springs $25.00 $409.50 300
St. Michael-Whittier $556.44 $400.00 250
St. Luke-Garden Grove $1,200.98 All Year $1,202.16 All Year
All Saints Mission-Rohnert Park
St. Athanasius-Goleta $306.88 $547.00 
St. Barnabas-Costa Mesa $365.19 
St. Mark-Irvine $960.00 $1,650.00 775
Holy Cross-Palmdale
St. Timothy-Lompoc $113.62 $317.06 
St. James-Anaheim
Orthodox Church of the Redeemer

Los Altos Hills 436
St. Nicholas Cathedral

Los Angeles $10,444.64 21,000 $6,362.00 21,000
St. John the Evangelist-Orinda $1,323.93 $855.00 
St. Andrew-Riverside $1,849.58 $2,495.00 
St. Anthony-San Diego $582.00 $104.44 
St. Athanasius-Sacramento 500 150
St. George-San Diego $565.00 $1,025.00 
St. Peter-San Dimas $1,258.00 
St. Nicholas-San Francisco $100.00 $900.00 
St. Stephen-Campbell $2,236.53 $1,177.36 
St. Matthew-Torrance $401.94 $590.00 
St. Michael-Van Nuys $1,260.44 $1,540.62 
Virgin Mary-W. Sacramento $1,550.00 $586.00 
St. Timothy-Fairfield $350.00 All Year $372.82 All Year
St. John-San Juan Capistrano $227.50 $195.44 
St. George-Upland
St. James Mission-Modesto $490.00 

NEVADA
St. Michael-Las Vegas

UTAH
Ss. Peter & Paul-Salt Lake City $3,500.00 $425.00 

TOTAL
LOS ANGELES AND
THE WEST $32,776.38 21,936 24,871.32 23,475

INDIVIDUAL
CONTRIBUTIONS $6,860.00 $9,373.00 

Recorded through February 29, 2008

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS: $177,005.39 133,620 $206,597.47 107,863

A reason to visit Alaska
this summer …

2008
14th Annual

Eagle
River
Institute
of Orthodox Christian Studies

August 1-5, 2008
Fr. Michael Dahulich
JOHN: The Spiritual Gospel

1) The Bible in Tradition
2) The Uniqueness of the Gospel

of John
3) John 8: Christ and

 Controversy
4) John 10: Jesus the Good

Shepherd

Kh. Frederica  Mathewes-
Green
Son, Behold Your Mother:
Mary in the Early Church

1) Telling Mary’s Story (An
 account of her young life
 popular in the early Church)

2) Asking Mary’s Prayers (An
early prayer)

3) Praising Mary’s Honor (The
Akathist Hymn of Saint
 Romanos)

4) Preparing for Mary’s
 Dormition (Saint John’s role
in her later years)

For information contact:
Saint John Orthodox Cathedral

P.O. Box 1108
Eagle River, Alaska 99577

stjohnalaska.org
(907) 696-2002 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian
 Archdiocese

Speakers to include Fr. Anthony Scott of Stewardship Advocates, Dr. James Skedros of Hellenic College, Dr. Vigen
Guroian, Andrew Kern of the Circe Institute, Fr. Dcn. James Hughes of St. Michael’s School, Bryan Smith of
St. Peter’s Classical School, and others.

The fee for attendance, meals, and professional development credit is $150.00. Limited financial assistance is 
available for this fee. Attendees are responsible for the cost of travel and accommodations; rooms are reserved at
the Hilton Hotel in Dedham, 781-329-7900 for $109/night. Space is limited so please register early by contacting
Sonia Belcher at 617-850-1315 or sbelcher@orthodoxschools.org.

This year, participants will have the added option to enroll in one of three evening institutes in which certain 
significant texts will be discussed in 1 hour seminars over the course of two evenings. Added cost for an institute is
$50.00 with enrollment limited to fifteen participants. Institute topics include:

“The Goodness of Goodness: a Reading of Grimm’s Cinderella and Ruskin’s The King of the Golden River” with Dr. Vigen Guroian

“Rhetoric and Christianity: a Reading of Plato’s Phaedrus and Select Orations of St. Gregory Nazianzus” with Kathryn Smith

“Praising the Good: Readings in Early Christian Encomium and Hagiography” with Dr. James Skedros

Clip and mail or fax to the Orthodox School Association per address and fax information below

_______________________________________________________________________
Conference Fee: $150.00 Institute Fee: $50.00

SUMMER 2008
CONFERENCE ON ORTHODOX SCHOOLS

August 1st and 2nd

Please Print:

Last Name:___________________________________________First Name_____________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________City/State_____________________________Zip______________

Home Parish:_________________________________________Email:_________________________________________________

Title:________________________________________________Phone:_________________________________________________

Credit Card #_________________________________________Card: Visa  Mastercard___EXP:_Month/Year________________

Complete one registration form per person attending.
Include registration fee, $150.00 for Conference, $200.00 for Conference and Institute, check or credit card. Make checks out to Orthodox
School Association.

Mail or Fax to:
Orthodox School Association

50 Goddard Avenue �   Brookline, MA 02445
Phone: 617-850-1315 �   Fax: 617-850-1460

info@orthodoxschools.org

SUMMER 2008
CONFERENCE ON ORTHODOX SCHOOLS
Presented by The Orthodox School Association
Funded by the Virginia H. Farah Foundation
Hosted by Hellenic College and 
Holy Cross School of Theology

August 1st & 2nd

.
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Pascha is a celebration. Christ sacrificed His life for us
so that we might have eternal life. Ensure that your 

children know that Pascha is about more than bunnies
and jelly beans. The Order helps our Archdiocese to

provide our religious education program with the
 material it needs to reach our children with God’s

word. For as little as $1.36 a day, you can join the 
thousands of faithful Orthodox Christians who support

The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch. Unite your body and
spirit with a small sacrifice that will reach many in the
name of our Lord. Learn more about The Order of St.

 Ignatius of Antioch. Call 201-871-1355  or email: 
theorder@antiochian.org or return this slip to:

The Order 
358 Mountain Road

Englewood, NJ 07631

Without your support, future generations 
may never learn the true meaning of Pascha.

Join The Order of St. Ignatius.


