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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

TRANSFIGURATION AND DORMITION   

August is a significant month beginning with the celebration 

of the Transfiguration of Jesus upon Mt. Tabor - the Feast of the Transfiguration.  

While on Mount Tabor, Jesus Christ shone forth from Himself, a most radiant white Light; a Light

of glory so brilliant His disciples, Peter, James, and John, could not comprehend it.  It is here that

Moses, the giver of the Law, and Elijah the prophet, speak face to face with the Lord in His glory.

Here Jesus shows Himself to be the God, not of the dead, but of the living.  It is here the "I

AM" manifests Himself to us. Here He reveals to us the true beauty of our human nature,

created in His likeness and image, when we freely choose to be in union and communion with Him.

Thus as His three disciples, we witness for ourselves a foreshadowing of our coming

deliverance through His life-giving Cross and Resurrection. We become witnesses of the joining

of Heaven and earth through the Incarnation of Christ. And we too hear His Father say: "This is

My beloved Son, hear Him!" Why hear Him? Because the Son has come to save all mankind from

the bondage of this fallen, oppressive world, and to bring us eternal peace.  So let us make every

effort to live in this peace that only He offers. For in this peace, we are able to live unafraid,

undismayed and not discouraged in times of struggle, tribulation, or at the hour of our death.

Some may ask, why Mount Tabor? Perhaps because of its historical significance to the Jews.

It was from this summit a great battle took place, freeing the Israelites from the oppressive

bondage, not from Egypt as before, but the Canaanites. The battle was led by the prophetess of

the Lord, the Judge Deborah, who guided them spiritually, to a great victory. (Orthodox Study

Bible, Book of Judges, Chpt. 5: The Song of Deborah*)

Here is the song of praise the Church sings to celebrate this day of victory, hope, and peace: 

   THE TRANSFIGURATION

Transfigured on the mountain, Christ our God, 
Your holy glory You displayed and showed, 
To Your disciples, such as they could bear, 
With blinding light and thunder in the air. 

 

Now at Your Mother's urgent, holy prayers, 
Shine forth eternal light upon us here, 
O Lord of light, who gives it ever new, 
All praise and glory ever be to You.

*Interestingly, we find Deborah – Song of Deborah, Judges, Chpt 5, v. 7, page 290 Orthodos Study
Bible– highly praised as a mother of hope through whom the Lord freed Israel: “The mighty of Israel

failed, they came to no end. Until Deborah, whom He raised; until a mother, whom He raised in Israel.”
(See also Luke 1:46-55).
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So it is even more fitting to remember the Falling Asleep of the Theotokos, 
our Mother of hope, through whom our Lord set us free 

from bondage to the falleness of this world.

Let the words of St. John of Damascus inspire as we partake of this holy event:

“Neither human tongue nor angelic mind is able to praise the Theotokos worthily. It was she who gained
for us the opportunity to look clearly upon the Lord's glory. So how should we respond?  Should we remain
silent for fear of our insufficiency?  Certainly not!  Should we ignore the reality of this miracle and act like
nothing of importance has happened?  By no means!  Instead, let us be  fearful as we approach her with
a reverent boldness. Let us be humbled with a soul longing to draw ever nearer to the mystery which is
Mary.  Let us show forth, as best we are able, a gratitude and thankfulness worthy of our Queen and
Mother. Let this be the repayment of our debt to our Queen and Mother, the benefactress of all creation.

“As the story goes: Once there was a young farmer working his field when a king passed by.
Having no gift, he began collecting stream water in a cup as a gift of refreshment for the
king. The king asked: "What is this, my boy?" And he answered boldly: "I made the best of
what I had, thinking it was better to show my willingness, than to offer nothing.  For as king,
you need neither our gifts nor anything else, except our good will. Indeed, the need is ours,
for the reward we seek is in the doing. I also know that glory often awaits those who are
grateful. The king praised the boy's graciousness and good spirit, and gave him riches.  

"Now, if this king was so generous in response to the good intentions of another, will not
Our Lady -- the Mother of God – also accept our good will and intentions? Our Lady, like
her Son, prefers the two mites of good intention more than being showered with many
splendors.  She will not only receive those who offer her thankfulness and praise, in return,
she will give back a  proportion that is much greater than we are able to offer her."

St. John of Damascus offers the following prayer to the Mother of our Lord: 

"What shall we say, O Queen? What words shall we use?  What praise shall we offer
you who are the giver of good gifts and pride of the human race. For she is the glory
of all creation, through whom creation is tru ly  blessed.  He whom nature did not
contain in the beginning, was contained in  you . The Invisible One is now
contemplated face to face.  O Word of God, open our slow lips and inflame us with
the grace of Your Spirit through whom fishermen became orators and ignorant men
spoke supernatural wisdom, so our feeble voices may offer to Your beloved Mother,
our praises, unworthy though they may be."

At St. Athanasius Academy, our efforts continue vigorously on our commentary on the Gospel of
John and Book of Romans. As always, we remain thankful for your prayers, suggestions, and helpful
donations. For certain we remain appreciative of your efforts to help us reach North America,
including prisoners, with this glorious faith.

May God ever bless you for your prayers and financial help.

In His Holy Name,

       Paul

Helping to Bring the

TRANSFORMING LIGHT 
OF CHRIST

To Prisoners Living in Darkness


