
In the Name of the FatherIn the Name of the FatherIn the Name of the FatherIn the Name of the Father    
 and of the Son  and of the Son  and of the Son  and of the Son     

and of the Holy Spirit.and of the Holy Spirit.and of the Holy Spirit.and of the Holy Spirit.    
 

O Christ, Our God,  
We are all pledged to serve 
Thee with our whole being. 
Help us to continue to work 
for Thee through our Church, 
Without seeking praise,  
Without seeking personal 

gain, 
Without judging others,  
Without a feeling that we  
have worked hard enough 

and now must  
allow ourselves rest. 
Give us strength to do  
what is right and help us  
to go on striving and  

to remember that activities  
are not the main thing in life. 
The most important  thing is to 
have our hearts directed and 

attuned to Thee. 
AmenAmenAmenAmen 
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January 
  1    Happy New Year 
31 Diocese Meetings  Dedham  
 
February   
6-8  NAB Mid-Winter Meetings 
                 Antiochian Village 
 
March  
  2    Lent Begins 
  7    Retreat   Norwood 
 
April 
   4   Spring Fling   Clinton 
                Russian Icon Museum 
  19  Pascha 
 
May  
    2   Diocese Meetings   
                Cambridge 
 
June 
   26-28  Parish Life Conference 
            Host St George Lawrence 

Winter 2009 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
"The sky is falling" Chicken Little cried.   As she was calling, our teary eyes we dried. 

"The world is coming to an end.    We cannot overcome this trend!" 
Financial woes, war and crime    Debt reduction, homes' decline 

Gave credence to the daily news.   But then we thought of other views. 
We, ourselves, were sound and healthy,   Intact family, though not wealthy. 
We looked to God in faith and piety The world was large with much variety. 
Now take a walk down memory lane   You'll find a rainbow mixed with rain 
God has been there all the while   Beyond the sadness there's a Smile. 

 
This was inspired by a passage in the Orthodox Study Bible describing Apocalyptic  
Literature.  It reads as follows:  "...the essential purpose of the apocalyptic writings is  
to encourage the faithful to be full of hope and prepared to persevere to the end, no 
matter what happens.  All are inspired to look through the darkness of the present age 
and to behold the ultimate victory of Christ and the joyful consummation that awaits 
His Bride - the Church - who, through Her sacraments has prepared herself for the 
coming of the Lord."       Lord knows we have ever present clergy to "talk" us 
through the present; I do not intend to infringe upon their jurisdiction.  This is my  
humble attempt to try to fathom the unfathomable - how did we get into this mess!           

 Respectfully submitted, Nora M. Walker (frustrated poet) 

WELCOME TO OUR WESTERN RITE CHURCHES  
Emmanuel Orthodox Church                                     St. Stephen's Orthodox Church 

25 Winthrop Terrace  Warren, MA 01083                   1516 Sumner Ave. Springfield, MA 01118 

Father Kenneth & Sharon DeVoie                               Fr Christopher & Karen Nerreau       

http://www.emmanuelorthodox.org                           http://www.ststephensorthodox.org 

 

The weekend of November 21 brought members and clergy of many of our churches 

together at St George Cathedral, Worcester, with Bishop ANTOUN presiding, for the 

Ordinations of Fr Ken and Fr Chris. Also, Jim MacKoul, originally from Worcester and 

presently at Holy Cross Seminary, was ordained 

Sub-Deacon.  The St George Women’s Club 

sponsored Brunches after each of the Friday  

and Saturday Liturgies, and a Parish Dinner was 

held on Sunday.  These two communities are the 

newest additions to our Diocese and we welcome 

them with open arms.  

May God grant them all many years! 
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St. George, Worcester  
Alexis Hyder of St. George Worcester recently spent 7 months volunteering in Monrovia, Liberia with the Clinton 

Foundation HIV/AIDS Initiative. This west African country faces significant 
challenges as it rebuilds after 14 years of civil war. Much of the country's  
infrastructure was destroyed, including the power grid, roads and bridges. 
Since October 2006, the Clinton Foundation has assisted the government in 
rebuilding the country's health system.   
From January to August 2008, Alexis was 
stationed in the country's Ministry of Health 
and Social Welfare, assisting the Deputy 
Minister for Social Welfare on a range of  

projects to aid Liberia's most  
vulnerable people.  With her 
Foundation colleagues, Alexis 
created a professional develop-
ment program for junior staff at 
the Ministry.  
Alexis lived in a very comfortable apartment building with her  
fellow volunteers. The Foundation ensured they got to work (and 
handled the bumpy roads) safely by providing a car and driver for 

their daily commute. Weekends were spent buying vibrant fabric at the marketplace, and then rushing to the tailor to 
have dresses made. Alexis and her friends also enjoyed Liberia's gorgeous beaches. There are several Lebanese 
restaurants in Liberia, owned by families who have been in the country for generations, and so Alexis enjoyed many 
meals of fattoush and zahtar while she was away!  
At our January meeting this year, Alexis gave a presentation of her time spent in Africa, which also included a safari 
in Kenya. Along with her many stories, she showed items she had purchased, including some colorful fabrics and 
clothes, and traditional African masks. Alexis suggested some books about Liberia and other African countries,  
including Helene Cooper's "The House at Sugar Beach."    While in Africa, she wrote a blog of her experiences,  
and included many photos, which you are welcome to visit at: http://liberianliving.blogspot.com 

St. Mary, Cambridge  On Sept. 29, we had an Annual Book Club Meeting (with refreshments, of course) to discuss 

The Friday Night Knitting Club by Kate Jacobs about six very diverse women becoming friends as their lives  
begin to unravel faster than the sweater pattern they attempt to knit during their Friday night meetings. Bonds form, secrets 
are shared, and hearts are exposed as these women get to know each other as well as themselves. This is a story of strength 
and friendship. A worthwhile read for everyone!!  
             Our Fall Sfeeha and Kibbeh Sale (prior, paid orders taken only) gave us an opportunity to work with all ages--men, 
women & teens--over Middle-Eastern cooking! You really get to know someone over a tray of Kibbeh and Sfeeha!  
             Our Annual Thanksgiving Charity Bake Sale, the Sunday before Thanksgiving, benefited the Convent of Saidnaya, 
Northwest of Damascus in Syria. Our Annual Parish Christmas Card, coordinated by the Women's Club, was a  

success once again with the proceeds benefiting the 2009 Antiochian Women's Project: Children With Special Needs.  

St. George, Worcester 
  
Helen Haddad was  

recently highlighted in  

our local newspaper for 

her involvement in the 

Shrewsbury Senior 

Writers Group, who meet 

weekly at the Shrewsbury 

Senior Center to share memoirs, essays, 

poems, etc.  The group also performs 

readings of their work and have been 

featured on the local cable station. 

The Antiochian Women's Project 2009  
Children With Special Needs 

 
Each church has a special fund-raiser—many have a Dinner,   

a Bake Sale, or a Parish Christmas Card. 
 

In addition, a Basket Collection is taken during a Liturgy  
in March (Women’s Month).   

 
All proceeds should be sent to our Treasurer, Carol Swydan,  

and a listing of how the funds were collected  
should be sent to our Vice-President, Delores George. 
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Please send me items of interest for inclusion  
in the next Newsletter  

Activities?    Trivia?    Photos of your group?  
Notes about Members?    Special Programs? 

 
Pam Samara 

304 Maple Ave   Shrewsbury, MA  01545 
pms@townisp.com 

 

SPRING FLING 

 

SATURDAY  

APRIL 4 

 

Museum of 

Russian 

Icons  
 

Clinton, MA 
 
 

Bus rides available from  
Church of the Epiphany in Roslindale,  
include admission to the Museum. 

Payment due by March 1  
Details and flyer, contact  Priscilla Goss  

43 Earle St  Norwood 02062 

Greg Abdalah, StGeorge Worcester 
Youth Director with Gordon Lankton, 

founder of the Museum 
http://www.museumofrussianicons.org 

LENTEN RETREAT 

SATURDAY   MARCH 7 

ST GEORGE CHURCH  NORWOOD 

Orthodox Christian Unity:  
What, Why, Why Not Yet? 

 
Presented by Dr. Elizabeth H. Prodromou  
Asst. Professor in the Department of International  

Relations at Boston University, and Faculty Coordinator of 
the M.A. Program in International Relations and Religion.   

She holds a Ph.D. from the Massachusetts Institute  
of Technology. 

 

Professor Prodromou is a regional expert on Southeastern 
Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean, and has been an invited policy  
consultant in Europe, as well as to the Department of State, the Central  
Intelligence Agency, the Defense Intelligence Agency, the National Security 

Agency, and the National Intelligence Council in the United States. 
 

Program begins at 9AM with Divine Liturgy 
10:45 AM—First Session 
Noon  - Luncheon 
1 PM—Second Session 

2:15—Closing 
                  

 $15 per person      Registrations due by Feb 28   
Mail to Kh. Louise Ferguson 10 Brahms Ave. Boston 02131 

Retreat 2004 

Bright Space Ribbon Cutting  
Monday, February 23rd at 5:30 PM 

The Family Center   366 Somerville Avenue   Somerville, MA 02143  

Bright Spaces are warm, enriching places in homeless shelters and  

community agencies that give children and families in crisis  

a place to play, learn and have fun.  

This Bright Space will be named "Sonia's Place", 

in Memory of Sonia Belcher,  

who made hundreds of children's lives brighter.  

She lost her life in February 2008 at the age of 31  

We hope to see you there!  

For questions or to RSVP, please contact Taryn Face  

attarynface@brighthorizons.com or by phone at 617-673-8926.  

 NAB MID-WINTER MEETINGS  

will be held at the Antiochian  

Village from February 6-8.  

Don’t forget to check out our Diocese website  http://www.antiochian.
org/neraocwna  for more news and photos, as well as the Archdiocese site 
http://www.antiochian.org for news of our sisters across the country.  


