
OCTOBER 2002 VOLUME 46 NO. 8



2 The Word

◆

The Most Reverend
Metropolitan PHILIP, D.H.L., D.D.

Primate

The Right Reverend
Bishop Antoun, Auxiliary

The Right Reverend
Bishop Joseph, Auxiliary

The Right Reverend
Bishop Basil, Auxiliary

The Right Reverend
Bishop Demetri, Auxiliary

Founded in Arabic as
Al Kalimat in 1905

by Saint Raphael Hawaweeny
Founded in English as

The Word in 1957
by Metropolitan Antony Bashir

Editor in Chief
The Very Rev. John P. Abdalah, D.Min.

Assistant Editor
Joanne M. Abdalah, MSW

Editorial Board
The Very Rev. Joseph J. Allen, Th.D.

Anthony Bashir, Ph.D.
The Very Rev. Antony Gabriel, Th.M.

The Very Rev. Peter Gillquist
Linda Hopkins

Anne Glynn Mackoul, J.D.
Ronald Nicola

Najib E. Saliba, Ph.D.
The Very Rev. Paul Schneirla, M.Div.

Design Director
Donna Griffin Albert

Member
The Associated Church Press

Conciliar Press
Ecumenical News International

Orthodox Press Service
Editorial Office:

The Word
1777 Quigg Dr.

Pittsburgh, PA 15241-2071
e-mail: WORDMAG@AOL.COM

FAX: 1-412-831-5554

Subscription Office:
358 Mountain Road

PO Box 5238
Englewood, NJ 07631-5238

◆

CONTENTS

COVER

THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE IN DAMASCUS — Nicola
Antakli (Troy, MI); Metropolitan Philip; President; Dr. George Farha,
Vice Chairman of the Archdiocese Board of Trustees;  Very Rev.
Joseph Antypas; Fawaz El-Khoury, Worcester, MA

BACK COVER

ICON OF ST.  ROMANOS, available from the Archdiocese
Bookstore

3 EDITORIAL
By Very Rev. John Abdalah

4 METROPOLITAN PHIL IP ’S  ADDRESS
TO THE SACRED MUSIC INST ITUTE

6 BISHOP JOHN YAZIGI ’S ADDRESS
TO THE CLERGY SYMPOSIUM

10 TAKE UP YOUR BRIEFCASE
AND FOLLOW ME

By Mike Kaufman

11 SERVANTS WANTED,  APPLY WITHIN!
By Kathy Abraham

12 THE DEPARTMENT OF SACRED MUSIC

17 THE DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH MINISTRY

23 THE MINISTRY OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
By Bishop Joseph

25 ORATORICAL FEST IVAL

27 UPCOMING EVENTS AT
ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE

28 ARCHDIOCESAN OFF ICE

32 COMMUNIT IES  IN ACTION

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPT ION:
U.S.A. and Canada, $20.00
Foreign Countries, $26.00
Single Copies, $3.00

THE  WORD (USPS626-260), published monthly except July
and August, by the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of
North America at 358 Mountain Road, PO Box 5238, periodicals
postage paid at Englewood, New Jersey 07631-5238 and at addi-
tional mailing offices.
Postmaster send address changes to: THE WORD, 358 Mountain
Road, PO Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
ISSN 0043-7964 www.antiochian.org.VOLUME 46 NO.  8 OCTOBER 2002

Letters to the editor are welcome. Letters should include the writer’s
full name, parish, and may be edited for purposes of clarity and space.
Submissions for Communities in Action should be approved by the
local pastor, and like articles, should be double spaced. These also may
be edited for clarity and space.



EDITORIAL

A NEW NATIONAL SURVEY BY THE GALLUP
Organization reports that public confidence
in US religious institutions has dropped dra-

matically to a 30-year low. An article from the
Ecumenical News International (ENI) reports
that only 45% of respondents surveyed had a
“great deal” or “quite a lot” of confidence in reli-
gious institutions. Imagine, churches ranked sixth
in confidence behind the US military, the police,
the presidency, the US Supreme Court and banks!

Public confidence in the Church is essential for
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to be accepted. Who
would believe the Good News from an unreliable
source? If we suspect a news agency of a particular
bias, or of presenting propaganda for a particular
cause or entity, we would not trust anything that
agency reports. Confidence in the Church as a
source of truth and love is essential for its mission.

While we should put our trust in Christ, and
not in people or institutions, such public mistrust
as that reflected in the Gallup poll does hamper
the efforts of holy church men and
women, both ordained and not. The
WORD calls upon all of our Church
leaders to make every effort to be
above reproach in every area of our
lives. We must not allow ourselves to
become a distraction for the people of
God, causing them to stray from their
mission. The WORD also calls upon the faithful to
build up their leadership, and avoid temptations to
gossip and slander Church leaders who are doing
God’s work.

It is not enough to be moral and righteous.
Today, we must also look moral and righteous.
Clergy and lay leaders must avoid every possible
hint of impropriety. This costs much in time and
ministry opportunities, but is important if we are
to remain effective  and credible.

The faithful also have a responsibility in this
process of restoring public confidence. I suspect
that most gossip and slander begin quite innocent-
ly. People gather with family and Church mem-
bers and have little else in common than the

Church. Stories about Parish Council leaders and
clergy are very entertaining, especially when
embellished. They may even begin as expressions
of concern for the Church or church leader, or as
a humorous anecdote; yet, by the fourth genera-
tion of the telling, a story often is unrecognizable
from its original form. We must avoid the tempta-
tion to gossip about the Church and people in the
Church when we gather in social and family set-
tings. Each of us should be responsible to be cer-
tain of what we hear and know, and be diligent
about our motivation before sharing it. We must
be sure that the words from our mouths build up
the ministry of Jesus Christ, and provide faithful
witness to Him. We should all pray with the
Psalmist David, “Set a watch O Lord before my
mouth, and a protecting door about my lips.”

Building each other up with respect and dignity
allows us to function within our respective offices
more effectively. Our Church leaders have unique
access into our family and personal lives; such

access is necessary if they are to keep
us on track in our dynamic and com-
plex world. Can we seriously expect our
children to benefit from our Church
leaders and their messages after they
have heard us joking and sharing gossip
that undermines the credibility of those
leaders? Such activity also undermines

the structure of our families, by weakening the
Church that safeguards and supports us in our
efforts to know God, which is the mission of the
Church. Our spouses, siblings, children, parents,
grandchildren, grandparents and we ourselves
need the Church leaders to keep us on our course
to salvation in Jesus Christ. We are not saved
alone, but together in relationships through which
God reveals Himself. We need the Church leaders
to be strong, and we need to strengthen them.

Let us pray for each other, and especially for
our Church leaders. Let’s avoid idle and destruc-
tive talk and instead inspire each other to holi-
ness. This is God’s will, and it is important for
America, the Church, our family and ourselves.
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METROPOLITAN PHIL IP ’S ADDRESS

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I AM MOST PLEASED TO BE
with you this year for the
Sacred Music Institute, and I

would like to take this opportunity
to thank each and every one of you
for your devotion and commitment
to this sacred ministry. In the ves-
pers service we read in Psalm 104,
“I will sing unto the Lord as long as I
live: I will sing praise to my God
while I have my being.” The poet
David is illustrating here your min-
istry in the Church.

Our Church is two thousand years
old, and throughout the years it
went through many developments
which enriched her life. There are
three main elements which distin-
guish every Orthodox Church: first
the architecture; second, the music;
third, the iconography.

During our stay on this beautiful
mountain we will concern ourselves
with the second element of our
church life, which is the music. For
more than three hundred years the
Church was severely persecuted.
The early Christians were not
allowed to express themselves
freely, whether in architecture,
music, or iconography. They wor-
shiped most of the time secretly in
the evening in the light of a flicker-
ing candle. Their worship consisted
mostly of recalling the life of Christ,
i.e. His birth, His ministry, His cru-
cifixion, and His resurrection from
the dead. They also read some
Psalms, received communion, and
went home under the cover of dark-
ness. After the Edict of Milan,
Emperor Constantine freed the
Church from her bondage, and
Christianity became the religion of
the empire. It was then that orga-

nized worship and organized litur-
gies began to emerge, such as the
Syriac Liturgy, the Coptic Liturgy,
St. James’ Liturgy, St. Basil’s Liturgy,
and the most familiar liturgy to us,
which is the liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom. While various liturgies
were emerging in the east, other

liturgies were emerging in the west
as well, such as the Gregorian
Liturgy, which the western rite
Orthodox use in our Archdiocese. It
is important to note here that the
music of all these liturgies was not
highly developed, thus all the faith-
ful were able to participate in the
beauty of the Divine Liturgy.

What is the purpose of our church
music? Every form of art affects us
differently. A beautiful painting
pleases our eyes, and a beautiful

poem pleases our mind and our
heart. But music affects us totally.
Sacred music, especially, is a bridge
between you and God, a bridge be-
tween Earth and Heaven. Therefore
the purpose of sacred music is to
make the individual, as William
James put it, experience spiritual
transformation through beauty and
mystery. We can never experience a
sense of the Holy if the music is
noisy, boring, and badly presented
by a lousy choir. The French author
Chateaubriand, in his book The
Genius of Christianity, said, “the
source of chanting is the angels and
the source of choirs is Heaven.”

Our Byzantine music is the result
of interaction between two civiliza-
tions: the Syrian and the Greek. The
eight tones which we use in our
church today were composed by the
genius St. John of Damascus in the
eighth century. These eight tones
were put together in a liturgical
book called The Oktoechos and
since then these tones have not
gone through fundamental changes.
During the fourteenth century a
monk named Kokozolis tried to
improve on what John of Damascus
did but he failed utterly. After the
fall of Constantinople in 1453, the
Turkish music had some influence
on the Byzantine music; thus two
schools of sacred music emerged:
the Constantinopolitan school and
the Athenian school. The difference
between these two schools, however,
remained insignificant.

During the decline of our music,
choirs disappeared and musically
ignorant chanters took over this
beautiful and sacred art. Thus, the
liturgy became a dialogue between
an illiterate priest and an illiterate

M E T R O P O L I T A N  P H I L I P ’ S  K E Y N O T E  A D D R E S S  T O  T H E

SACRED MUSIC INSTITUTE
JULY 24,  2002
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chanter. The liturgy, in essence, is a
sacred drama performed by the
priests, the deacons, the choir, and
the congregation. In most of our
parishes today, the people are spec-
tators and not participants. What we
need is simple music through which
all participate: priests, deacons,
choirs, children, and the entire con-
gregation. Last week during the
Clergy Symposium all the clergy
chanted together Vespers and
Liturgies. And last Sunday, at the
Church of St. Ignatius, His Grace
Bishop Antoun celebrated the
Divine Liturgy with all priests, dea-
cons, and children praising God
together, with one heart and one
tone. I am not suggesting here that
we should do away with our choirs,
God forbid. Yes, we need simple
music for ordinary Sundays, but for
festive occasions such as Christmas,
Epiphany, Pascha, and other great
feasts, we need highly developed
music to give such celebrations a
very special flavor.

What about the music which we
are using now? I believe that we as
an Archdiocese, together with all
Orthodox jurisdictions in North
America, are using imported music
from other cultures. Everything we
have in our churches in America is
imported. Not only our music but
our liturgical life, our iconography,
our architecture, and our theological
expressions. I am not suggesting
that what we have is bad. I am say-
ing that as our Church matures on
this continent, we are going to have
our own special music, our own
liturgical order, our own iconogra-
phy, and our own music.

Ladies and Gentlemen, we thank
God for what we have inherited
from our fathers and forefathers in
the old world. However, we must
build on our inheritance and not
freeze in past centuries. Sacred
music is an art inspired by the Holy
Spirit. This very same Holy Spirit
continues to work in the Church
and permeate her life. No one can
create anything from nothing except
the Almighty God Himself. There-
fore, we must take what we have
and build on it. We must transform
it to inspire our congregations in
this culture. The liturgy must be a

joyful and spiritual experience. The
gospel begins with joy and ends with
joy. Some of our music is so joyless
and mournful it makes you feel
dead. I call on you, our musicians,
to be creative, but to be creative
within the boundaries of our Sacred
Music Department. Conversely, you
may experiment in sacred music,
but we must do that with discipline.
Whatever you write you must sub-
mit it first to the Sacred Music
Department for discernment and
approval.

Finally, on behalf of myself and the
entire Archdiocese I want to thank
you again for helping our congrega-
tions acquire a spiritual experience
and create a healthy relationship
with God. May the All Holy Spirit
help you to do what is pleasing to
God and inspiring to His people.

Metropolitan Philip Remembers
Basil Kazan and Ray George

Thirty years ago I initiated what
we call “The Byzantine Project” and
commissioned the late Professor
Basil Kazan to transcribe our
Byzantine music of the liturgical
year into western notation. I have
known Professor Kazan all my life.
He was an accomplished Byzantine
musician and a very well-known
chanter in the Middle East, as well as
in North America. Professor Kazan

finished the Byzantine Project,
which consists of the following:

Byzantine Project Number 1:
Vespers

Byzantine Project Number 2:
Matins

Byzantine Project Number 3: Holy
Week (2 volumes)

Byzantine Project Number 4:
Pentecostarion (3 volumes)

Byzantine Project Number 5:
Triodion (2 volumes)

Byzantine Project Number 6:
Hymns of the Menaion

Professor Kazan was an expert in
Byzantine Music. We submitted this
monumental project to Ray George,
Chairman of the Department of our
Sacred Music, to examine it and pro-
duce it. I appointed Ray Chairman
of the Department of Sacred Music
for the Archdiocese in 1972, an
office he held with distinction for 30
years.

In 1949, Ray started directing the
choir of St. George in Detroit, MI
and under his capable leadership
the choir flourished. Also under
Ray’s leadership, the Sacred Music
Institute, in 1985, began an annual
gathering at the Antiochian Village
in Ligonier, PA. On October 28,
1990, Ray was honored in Detroit
and I bestowed on him the highest
award of the Archdiocese, the
Antonian Gold Medal.

The production of the 11-volume
Byzantine Project was among the
greatest accomplishments of Ray’s
tenure. Ray did all this work in his
basement and on his copying
machine.

Today, this music has become
very popular in the Archdiocese as
well as in other Orthodox jurisdic-
tions, especially for English chant-
ers. Choir directors and chanters
from all over the Archdiocese now
gather to attend classes and to per-
form music in order to improve
their musical abilities. Some of this
music is not yet perfect. It needs
more correction and refinement.

We have in our Archdiocese Book
Department all these volumes which
are the legacy of two dedicated
musicians, Basil Kazan and Ray
George. May their souls rest in
peace and may their memory be
eternal!



She recognized Him as her Savior
and Redeemer, as the One who
loved His creation and condescend-
ed to save it, and to bring it back to
its splendor. So she loved Him and
took Him as her Bridegroom.

Antioch admitted that the Lord
Jesus is the “Mystery, which was
kept secret since the world began”
(Romans 16:25), and that in the full-
ness of time He revealed Himself to
save all, and that “His divine power
has given unto us all things that per-
tain unto life and godliness …
Whereby are given unto us exceed-
ing great and precious promises:
that by these ye might be partakers
of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:3-4).
For this, she joyfully chanted,
“Today is disclosed the mystery
before the ages; and the Son of God
shall become the Son of Man, that

by His Adoption
of the lowest
He may grant
me the high-

est. Of old,
A d a m

failed to be-
come a God
as he de-
sired, so
God became

Man so that
A d a m
m i g h t

become a
G o d ”

Your Eminence, Beloved Brother,
Most Reverend Metropolitan
Archbishop Philip,
Your Graces, Reverend Fathers,
dear audience:

F ROM BALAMAND, A  MONAS-
tery standing quietly on the
top of a beautiful hill facing

the sea, from its sweet-smelling and
gentle wind, and the sounds of ring-
ing bells of its bell tower embracing
heaven, and its rising incense in the
stillness of its surrounding green
nature, and the echoes of the St.
John of Damascus Choir chants;
from the heart of the splendid
University of Balamand, from the
Institute of Theology in Balamand, I
greet you in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Thank you, Your Eminence, for
your invitation allowing me to be
with you and address this honorable
symposium.

In my talk today, I will present
some ideas about: first, the
Antiochian theological thought and
its impact on the life of the faithful;
second, the development of theolog-
ical education in Balamand, its
Monastery, Institute of
Theology, and University;
and third, the special
relationship existing
between the Arch-
diocese of North
America, the Antioch-
ian House of Studies
and the Institute of
Theology.

ANTIOCHIAN
THEOLOGY

Antioch, a bride
beholding the face

of Christ.

(Doxastikon of Einos, by Theoph-
anis, Feast of the Annunciation).

Antioch realized that she is the
life-giving Body of Christ embracing
all the faithful through the Holy
Spirit working in her, and that by the
Divine Word and the Holy Mysteries
she transforms the faithful into true
children of God. He brings them into
Himself and into His Body, the
Church, so that they grow in grace
and stature, and be perfected “unto
the measure of the stature of the full-
ness of Christ, a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing” (Ephesians 4:13, 5:27).

Antioch acknowledged that her
Master came “to open the way for us
to Heaven” (Hermos of the First
Ode in the Christmas Canon by
John the Hermit). She knew that the
Way is Christ Himself, “I am the
Way and the Truth and the Life”
(John 14:6). No one may walk this
Way unless he converts from slavery
or enmity to friendship with God.
Upon this conversion, one seeks the
face of the Beloved. Thus the Word
of God becomes not human gossip,
but Christ Himself, lifting one up,
seizing one to Paradise to hear
unspeakable words, which it is not
lawful for a man to utter (See 2 Cor.
12:2-6).

Antioch understood that the
friendship of man with God shall be
completed when man, by God ’s
grace, participates in the mystery of
the Cross, in the death and the
Resurrection of Christ. For the
Christian, to take up the Cross is not

simply to carry the prob-

Antioch: 
Its Theology and Ministry

T H E  A D D R E S S  O F  H I S  G R A C E  B I S H O P  J O H N  Y A Z I G I
T O  T H E  C L E R G Y  S Y M P O S I U M

His Grace Bishop John Yazigi,
Dean of St. John of Damascus
Inst i tute of Theology,
Balamand, Lebanon

6 The Word
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lems and difficulties of this life, but
to die for the old things and become
a new man. The Cross is a voluntary
and ceaseless struggle to liberate us
from the slavery of sin by keeping
the commandments and obeying the
will of God until death: “I say unto
you, except a kernel of wheat fall
into the ground and die, it abideth
alone: but if it dies, it bringeth forth
much fruits. He that loveth his life in
this world shall keep it unto life eter-
nal” (John 12:24-25).
This means that the
Cross is the purged, illu-
minated and sanctified
power of God.

Therefore, Theology,
as understood by
Antioch, is not a philo-
sophical discourse or
some theoretical and
mental dialectics. It is
rather a “Theology of
Incarnation” touching
upon all aspects of
human life and being,
stirring it towards its
divine beauty. For this
reason, Antioch enlist-
ed theology on the list
of practical sciences
(such as physics and
chemistry). It did not
rank it with the theo-
retical sciences,
because theology is a
divine science based on
the knowledge of God,
“That which was from
the beginning, which
we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked
upon, and our hands have handled,
of the Word of life; For the life was
manifested, and we have seen [it],
and bear witness, and show unto
you that eternal life, which was with
the Father, and was manifested unto
us; That which we have seen and
heard declare we unto you, that ye
also may have fellowship with us:
and truly our fellowship [is] with the
Father, and with His Son Jesus
Christ. And these things write we
unto you, that your joy may be full”
(1 John 1:1-4).

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION
AT BALAMAND

S tarting off this theology, this
longing to the Master and the

power to preach Him as the Savior
of all and the Giver of eternal life,
Antioch’s main concern was the
need to educate its clergy, giving
them an Orthodox Theological
Higher Education, especially after

the harsh historical, political, and
social circumstances that affected
the Church. She realized that this is
a powerful resource needed to draw
Her children to the Master. So she
made of Balamand Monastery a cen-
ter for this purpose.

In 1832, Archimandrite
Athanasius Kaseer of Damascus
established the first clerical school
at the Monastery. Unfortunately, the
school did not last for long, and it
was closed in 1840. It reopened
after the election of the Arab
Patriarch Meletius II Dumani in
1899. The new Patriarch commis-

sioned the Metropolitan of Tripoli,
Gregorios Haddad, who later was
elected patriarch, to supervise it.

The school closed in 1914 at the
outbreak of World War I, but
resumed its activities at a low scale
between the two Wars until it was
renovated after the election of
Patriarch Alexandros III Tahan. In
1962, Patriarch Theodosius VI Abu
Rjaily of blessed memory entrusted
Bishop Ignatius Hazim, the present

Patriarch of Antioch, to
administer the school.
The standard of educa-
tion was improved and
the students, whose
number had doubled,
were eligible for the
Lebanese Baccalaureate
Part II.

In order to further
develop the training of
clergy and religious edu-
cators, the Church saw
as a pressing need the
establishment of a theo-
logical institute of high
academic and spiritual
standards. Metropolitan
Antony Bashir of blessed
memory, the primate of
the Antiochian
Archdiocese in North
America, assumed the
responsibility of enabling
his Mother Church to
establish a school of the-
ological education, a
thousand years after the
closure of the first and

most famous School of Antioch. In
1965, during the general convention
of the Archdiocese of North
America, it was decided to establish
an institute of theology on the hill of
Balamand Monastery, a place so spe-
cial for many Antiochian Orthodox
Christians.

On August 10, 1966, the
Antiochian Holy Synod decided to
lay the cornerstone of the Institute.
This great event was celebrated on
August 15, 1966 by Patriarch
Theodosius VI of blessed memory.
The successor of Metropolitan
Antony of blessed memory, Metro-
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politan Philip, pledged to carry out
the will of his predecessor and com-
plete the construction of the
Institute.

The Institute began in 1970 under
the auspices of Metropolitan
Ignatius Hazim of Lattakia. On
October 7, 1971, it was officially
opened by Patriarch Elias IV, in the
presence of the President of
Lebanon, the members of the Holy
Synod, government officials and a
large number of Orthodox faithful.

The Holy Synod placed high
expectations on the Institute. The
first graduation ceremony was held
in 1974, and the graduates obtained
their “License in Theology” accred-
ited by the Lebanese Government.

The Institute progressed despite
many obstacles and problems, and
the harvest was great: many were
educated in this place, and the num-
ber of graduates since the first com-
mencement until this year is about
160, distributed as follows:

■ 7 Metropolitans,
■ 4 Bishops,
■ 129 Priests and Deacons serv-

ing the various Antiochian
archdioceses including the

Archdiocese of North America,
■ and many lay men and women

who are working in youth and
pastoral ministries in the
Church.

The students came from all over
the world. We had students from
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Egypt,
Brazil, Argentina, Chile, USA and
Canada. Today we have two stu-
dents from this archdiocese. By the
way, I would like to mention that
the number of students enrolled this
year is seventy.

In addition to theological educa-
tion, the Institute has had many
activities, such as:

■ Publishing theological books
and religious documents;

■ Producing important series of
Byzantine music CDs and
tapes;

■ Organizing many conferences
for youth and collaborating
with theological institutes and
churches in the Middle East, in
addition to hosting internation-
al conferences.

The St. John of Damascus
Institute of Theology is a place
where praises, prayers, and incense

blend together, yielding an atmos-
phere of Christian love. All this gives
to the students an opportunity to
mature, study, serve and grow in the
love of Christ; we have great hopes
set upon this Institute. Our hope is
that it becomes a place of a real
source of renewal in Antioch.
(Saying this, I see it very important
to establish an Alumni Association
and an Association for the Friends
of Balamand, and I will leave some
applications here for you.)

The University of Balamand was
established in 1988, and it incorpo-
rated the Institute as its Faculty of
Theology. The Institute imparted to
the University its spirit. In return,
the University gave the Institute its
methodology.

So Balamand was enlarged and
here you see it: an Institute of
Theology, various faculties and uni-
versity buildings, and a high school.
Each and every facility reaches up
towards the Monastery, Our Lady of
Balamand Monastery, whose aro-
matic incense purifies your mind,
pierces your heart, and produces
praises to the Creator.

In the academic year 2000-2001,
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the Institute established a new pro-
gram for higher education, a Master
of Theology in Pastoral Studies that
extends over two years. This acade-
mic year we have twenty students
enrolled in it.

SPECIAL  RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN BALAMAND AND

NORTH AMERICA

Beloved,

Being the Dean of the Institute of
Theology, my presence among

you today in this Antiochian Village
in America, upon the invitation of
His Eminence Metropolitan
Archbishop Philip, is a true sign of
the firm cooperation and bonding
between us. This cooperation exists,
in general between Antiochian
Orthodox Christians everywhere
preaching the Gospel of Christ, and
in particular between our Institute
of Theology and the Antiochian
House of Studies.

Today, the Balamand Hill
embraces this holy hill. And both
His Beatitude Patriarch Ignatius IV
and His Eminence Metropolitan

Philip have made this possible by
giving their blessings to have the
graduates of this MA in applied
Orthodox Theology program in
North America receive their degrees
in the name of the St. John of
Damascus Institute of Theology,
University of Balamand. We see this
joint effort as very important, and
we look forward to strengthen fur-
ther our collaboration through the
exchange of experiences, professors
and students, reaping good fruits in
the service of our holy Church.

Allow me to congratulate from
now the first graduating students of
this program. I pray that their
church service may be blessed, and
I relay to them the blessing of His
Beatitude Patriarch Ignatius IV and
the warm salutations of Dr. Elie
Salem, President of the University.

I look at every direction and I see
myself in my home, my family and
among my relatives. I look around
and see an Antiochian Village here
in America resembling the
Balamand Hill. This Village is an
important center for learning and
youth activities and clerical training.

I see it as a great thrust to the
Antiochian Archdiocese, so I am
very consoled and I thank God. It is
a great accomplishment of His
Eminence Metropolitan Philip, the
Archpastor of this holy and God-
protected Archdiocese.

Finally, I would like to express my
deep appreciation to His Eminence
for his wise leadership of this Holy
Archdiocese and for the great
accomplishments he has done and
continues to do in the Church, and I
am thinking specifically of his con-
tinued contribution to us at
Balamand, especially at the Institute
of Theology. He has blessed us by
his visit and presence last June in
Lebanon. During his visit to
Balamand to inaugurate the Athletic
Center, he gave the Institute a spe-
cial time during which he delivered
an exceptional address to the faculty
and students.

Thank you, Your Eminence, for
your kind and loving invitation.

I thank the audience and wish you
all a successful conference.

DAILY DEVOTIONS

NOVEMBER, 2002

By Very Rev. George Alberts

1. PHILIPPIANS 1:27-2:4; LUKE 12:2-12 (FAST)
2. 1 CORINTHIANS 15:58-16:3; LUKE 9:1-6
3. 2 CORINTHIANS 11:31-12:9; LUKE 16:19-31
4. PHILIPPIANS 2:12-16; LUKE 12:13-15, 22-31
5. PHILIPPIANS 2:17-23; LUKE 12:42-48
6. PHILIPPIANS 2:24-30; LUKE 12:48-59 (FAST)
7. PHILIPPIANS 3:1-8; LUKE 13:1-9
8. PHILIPPIANS 3:8-19; LUKE 13:31-35 (FAST)
9. 2 CORINTHIANS 1:8-11; LUKE 9:37-43

10. GALATIANS 11:19; LUKE 10:25-37
11. PHILIPPIANS 4:10-23; LUKE 14:12-15
12. COLOSSIANS 1:1-2, 7-11; LUKE 14:25-35
13. COLOSSIANS 1:18-23; LUKE 15:1-10 (FAST)
14. COLOSSIANS 1:24-29; LUKE 16:1-9
15. COLOSSIANS 2:1-7; LUKE 16:15-18; 17:1-4

(FAST) ADVENT BEGINS
16. 2 CORINTHIANS 3:12-18; LUKE 9:57-62 (FAST)
17. GALATIANS 2:16-20; LUKE 18:18-27 (FAST)

18. COLOSSIANS 2:13-20; LUKE 17:20-25 (FAST)
19. COLOSSIANS 2:20-3:3; LUKE 17:26-37 (FAST)
20. COLOSSIANS 3:17-4:1; LUKE 18:15-17, 26-30

(FAST)
21. HEBREWS 9:1-7; LUKE 10:38-42; 11:27-28

(FAST) ENTRY OF THE MOST HOLY
THEOTOKOS INTO THE TEMPLE

22. COLOSSIANS 4:10-18; LUKE 19:12-28 (FAST)
23. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:1-10; LUKE 10:19-21 (FAST)
24. GALATIANS 6:11-18; LUKE 18:18-27 (FAST)
25. 1 THESSALONIANS 1:1-5; LUKE 19:37-44

(FAST)
26. 1 THESSALONIANS 1:6-10; LUKE 19:45-48

(FAST)
27. 1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-8; LUKE 20:1-8 (FAST)
28. 1 THESSALONIANS 2:9-14; LUKE 20:9-18

(FAST)
29. 1 THESSALONIANS 2:14-19; LUKE 20:19-26

(FAST)
30. 2 CORINTHIANS 8:1-5; LUKE 12:32-40 (FAST)
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FOR OVER 15 YEARS I AT-
tended the Antiochian Village
Camp. For five of those years I

worked as either a counselor or staff
member. And for each of the years I
worked there, I knew plenty of
young adults who would have been a
great asset to any child’s life, except
for the fact that they needed to get a
“real job.” Whether the pressure
was from parents, school coun-
selors, or themselves, they believed
that working for the Church (that’s
what counselors are doing!) would
in some way hurt their ability to be
employed in the future. Even more
troubling, this feeling is something
that carries directly over into the
working world of recent college
graduates.

For those who are blessed to work
at camp or with similar programs, it
is often seen as the final way to be
employed by the Church. The feel-
ing is that if your calling is not for
the seminary, and not for a youth
directorship, there is nothing you
can do full-time. This is a categori-
cal falsehood, and a misperception
that is costing the Church many
dedicated and hardworking people.
It is also a misperception that I had
until I began working at St.
Vladimir’s Seminary.

I have now been out of school
over two years, and St. Vladimir’s is
the third place I’ve worked. By leaps
and bounds it is the most satisfying.
Coming to work every day with a
purpose is an incredible feeling. I
am helping to better myself as a
Christian, while at the same time
humbly trying to glorify God. I see
too many people who work eighty-
hour weeks, and then are too tired

on the weekends to go to church.
The question needs to be asked,
“What does it profit a man?” If you
attain corporate experience, money,
or prestige by giving up your reli-
gion, what have you really gained?

There are many difficult aspects
about working for the Church. First
and foremost, you will not get rich
doing it. Most of these salaries are
comfortable, but not extravagant by
any means. The work itself is hard,
and it challenges you as a believer.
What an affirmation of your faith to
dedicate your career to it! This chal-
lenge will help you, though. Each
day that you are surrounded by fel-
low Orthodox will help you to culti-
vate and develop your own faith.
The benefits far outweigh any down-
side. It is so personally satisfying to
know you are trying to improve
yourself as you earn a living.

It is exciting for me that even
before I began work at St.
Vladimir’s, several other young peo-
ple from our Archdiocese took on
jobs within the Church. Here are
three examples. Sonia Daly graduat-
ed in 1998, and has had jobs in
recruiting, software, and sales. She
is currently employed as the Co-
Director of Admissions and Records
at Hellenic College and Holy Cross
School of Theology. When asked if
she noticed any differences between
this job and secular ones she
responded, “My job, now, is to
encourage everybody and anybody
to learn more about our faith … I
love that. With the chapel so close-
by, it’s nice to be able to go and pray
after a long day.” Prayer after work
is a novel concept to many, but what
a way to unwind and thank God for
the opportunity to do His will. Jamil
Samara and Joe Samra, more recent
graduates, have had similarly
rewarding experiences. While Jamil
works directly under the Greek

Archdiocese as their Webmaster, Joe
works in many different capacities
with the Orthodox Christian
Fellowship (OCF). Both young men
have had rewarding experiences to
this point, while at the same time
acknowledging that there still exist
many of the same stresses of any
job. Jamil puts it into perspective,
though: “I’m not here to turn a prof-
it for the CEO of some big company;
I’m not here trying to convince con-
sumers to waste their money on a
product that I don’t believe in; I’m
here to promote Orthodox
Christianity.”

One of the greatest demonstra-
tions of an organization’s develop-
ment and maturity is the building of
institutions. Orthodox people direct
schools and nursing homes, bring
together students, and run charities.
As we continue to grow as a religion,
our institutions will need to be
staffed with dedicated Christians
seeking both to improve themselves
and glorify God. We have an oppor-
tunity to minister to other Ortho-
dox, and to the world at large.

If you feel, as you come to the end
of your college career, that you must
be pigeon-holed into the same jobs
that everyone else is taking, consider
this a wake-up call. Keep in mind,
service for the Church is not for
everyone. Also note that work in the
corporate world is fabulous, as long
as you can balance it with faith. But
if you feel that calling to work for the
Church, know that the opportunities
are there. Seek and you will find!

Mike Kaufman, 24, graduated
from Georgetown University as a
Psychology and Theology double
major. He currently works in the
advancement office at St. Vladi-
mir’s Seminary, as an advance-
ment officer in annual giving.

Take Up Your Briefcase
and Follow Me

By MIKE KAUFMAN



C HRIST ’S LEADERSHIP
model directs us to be ser-
vants first. Whom shall I

serve, the poor, the needy, the dis-
abled, or a college student within
the Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese?

Everyday across this great
Archdiocese, valuable career oppor-
tunities are lost on our young people
because we fail to network our own
resources effectively! Their future
can only be as bright as the light
that shines from within each of us.
Antiochian students across North
America are competing for job expe-
rience and exposure to real-life job
situations. The North American
Student Board of the Department of
College Ministry, together with the
2500-plus members of the Order of
St. Ignatius, are about to change all
of that by working together and uti-
lizing the resources within our own
“family” through a program called
Internship Connection!

This program is designed to net-
work internship opportunities with-
in our Archdiocese and match these
opportunities with qualified
Antiochian college students. Its mis-
sion is to provide the vehicle, not
the job itself. By ministering to the
needs of these college students we
can enhance their career develop-
ment and ensure their success.
What’s in it for us? The possibilities
are endless! We asked for Autonomy
to establish unity and affect a posi-
tive presence for Orthodoxy in
America. Imagine the possibilities

… an Antiochian Orthodox News
Director for CNN!

Connections — it all comes down
to WHO YOU KNOW, NOT WHAT
YOU KNOW! Everyone knows that
in order to make it in today’s world,
one must have connections. My dad
golfs with the head of human
resources; my mom car pools with
the owner’s wife; we go to church
together, etc. Too often these people
are strangers to our children. We are
asking them to reach out and make
a connection when we ourselves do
not. This is not because we lack
resources in our Archdiocese. Quite
the contrary, what we lack is YOU!!!

Participation in this program is
completely voluntary. All we ask is
that you provide some basic infor-
mation regarding an internship
within your company, professional
practice or place of employment.
The Department will post the posi-
tions and screen the applicants.
This will provide a way for
Antiochian students who have regis-
tered and qualify to receive a pass-
word to search for opportunities
within their chosen field of study. At
that point, you would be free to view
their resume and personal informa-
tion and decide whether or not the
applicant meets your needs. You are
under no obligation unless you
choose to enter into a dialogue.
Perhaps a word from you, along with
the resume, could make all the dif-
ference.

“I am passionate about this pro-
gram because of my recent experi-

ence this past summer at Turner
Communications in Atlanta, where
news is happening 24/7. My con-
tacts through the church helped me
feel more at home in a strange city.

People ask me where I want to go
after graduation and my reply is
anywhere; as long as there is an
Orthodox church then I know I will
be home.” Kristen Abraham, Grand
Rapids, MI

“This program was an outstand-
ing idea! I was more than willing
to help and the process was quick
and painless.” Danny Andrews,
Robert S. Andrews Farms, Bakers-
field, CA

If we don’t minister to them, who
will! Connect today for the opportu-
nity to change someone’s life and
perhaps even your own!

WWW.ANTIOCHIAN.ORG/
COLLEGE/INTERNSHIP

<http://WWW.ANTIOCHIAN.ORG/
COLLEGE/INTERNSHIP>

Kathy Abraham is Lay Advisor to
the North American Student Board

of the Department of
College Ministry, and a
member of St. Nicholas
Church, Grand Rapids, MI.

Servants Wanted: Apply Within!
By KATHY ABRAHAM
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O VER 110 PARTICIPANTS
enjoyed the 17th Annual
Sacred Music Institute

(SMI) at the Antiochian Village from
July 24 through July 28, 2002.
Highlights of the sessions included
the introduction of the new
Chairman of the Department of
Sacred Music, James Meena. Jim
was introduced by His Eminence
Metropolitan Philip. The Metro-
politan also addressed the attendees
in a Keynote presentation with his
vision of Orthodox music in
America in the 21st century, in
which he foresees the development
of an American Orthodox music
repertoire. (Read the full address
elsewhere in this issue.) Attending
this year’s SMI were the three chil-
dren of the late Raymond George,
past chairman of the Department of
Sacred Music for 30 years, Diane
George, David George and Patti
Reed, and Viola Kazan, widow of the
late Basil Kazan, who compiled and
arranged the Byzantine Project, a
series of 11 volumes of Byzantine

chant music in Western notation
used by chanters throughout our
Archdiocese. A Memorial Service in
four-part Byzantine Tone 4 was sung
by all the participants after the
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy on
Sunday for both Raymond George
and Basil Kazan.

The many SMI sessions included
over 12 full hours of chanting class-
es, including sessions on beginning
chant, the patronal troparia of many
of our parishes, and the music of
Holy Week. This was the third year
that the SMI has been extended one
full day, which is devoted entirely to
chanting classes. These classes have
become so popular that the partici-
pants have asked that they be
extended. Their enthusiasm is evi-
dent in their participation in the
services and in the Byzantine choir
sessions. The sound that 50
chanters project is “awesome,” as
they say in trendy, modern English. 

This enthusiasm was not confined
to the chanting sessions. Those who
came for choral music were inun-

dated with newly computerized
music, including 17 selections of
Christ Is Risen, the Paschal Tro-
parion, and 12 selections of Receive
Ye the Body of Christ, the Com-
munion Hymn for the Paschal sea-
son. Selections of two liturgies were
also presented, those of Frederick
Karam, a liturgy composed in the
minor chord, and one compiled by
Fr. John Finley for use in Missions.
The workshops included teaching
sessions for giving pitches, conduct-
ing, vocal training, and rubrics. Also,
during the SMI the participants uti-
lized the newly computerized music
presently used at the Archdiocesan
Conventions and at the Parish Life
Conferences. This computerized
music will be issued in time for the
2003 Convention and Conferences.
Needless to say, the choral sessions
provided a wealth of material for the
participants to take home and their
excitement at obtaining and singing
these new arrangements was evident
when they used these new pieces in
the church services during the SMI.

Metropolitan Philip Delivers
Keynote Address to the
Sacred Music Institute
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To hear Christ Is Risen in English,
Slavonic, Greek, and Romanian was
an edifying and uplifting experience
that will prove to be most useful to
many of our parishes. Those who
attended the teaching sessions for
voice, conducting and giving pitches
filled out their evaluation forms with
requests for even more sessions.

The Department of Sacred Music
met several times during the SMI. At
these meetings, the members dis-
cussed the need for an SMI on the
West Coast for choir conductors,
choir members and chanters in the
western United States and Canada.
Metropolitan Philip gave his blessing
for the Department to initiate a West
Coast SMI. The dates and location
are presently being established. Also
discussed at these meetings was the
initial success of the Department’s
efforts to obtain the e-mail address-
es of all choir directors and head
chanters. These have provided the

Department with immediate notifi-
cation to all parishes of upcoming
events and provide a conduit for
each parish to contact the
Department with requests for music
and other questions and concerns.
The e-mails are directed to the
Department’s Regional Representa-
tives. It was also pointed out that
the Department’s website on the
Archdiocesan Internet site is being
updated. Requests for music have
come into the site from as far as
New Zealand. Chairman Jim Meena
stated that he would be appointing
committee chairmen for a number
of new projects and presented ideas
for setting the Department on a 5-
year developmental plan. 

The SMI concluded its sessions
with a Talent Show dedicated to the
memory of Raymond George and a
Hierarchical Liturgy at which time an
icon of St. Raphael was presented by
Bishop Antoun to Michael Farrow,

the newly-appointed Vice Chairman
of the Department, for his years of
“behind the scenes” work for the
Department. Following the
Hierarchical Liturgy, the partici-
pants, many expressing wishes for
more frequent SMI sessions around
the country, expressed their grati-
tude at gaining so many new friends
and contacts, obtaining so much
music and experience. “We’ll see you
next year” was constantly heard as
they went out the door to the airport. 

Dates for the 18th Annual SMI, to
be held the week after the
Archdiocesan Miami Convention,
are Wednesday, July 30 through
Sunday, August 3, 2003 at the
Antiochian Village, Ligonier, PA.
Mark your calendars now! And as a
reminder, each parish is responsible
for sponsoring their choir director
to the SMI. 
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Chairman’s Report to the
members of the

Department of Sacred Music

THE DEPARTMENT OF
Sacred Music held three meet-
ings during the Sacred Music

Institute at the Antiochian Village on
July 25 and 26, 2002. These meet-
ings constituted the first chaired by
the newly-appointed Chairman of
the Department, James Meena.
Members in attendance: Dr. William
Attra, Mareena Boosamra-Ball, Joyce
Black, Lexie Damous, Chris Farha,
Michael Farrow, Fr. John Finley,
Albert Hazeem, Venise Koussaie,
Nancy Hanna Long. Also in atten-
dance was Fr. Edward Hughes,
Chairman of the Department of
Liturgics. Fr. John Finley was asked
to keep minutes of the proceedings.

The meeting of July 25 was opened
by the Chairman with an expression
of thanks to the members of the
Department for their devotion to the
music of the Antiochian Orthodox
Archdiocese. Two goals were estab-
lished for the upcoming meetings: a)
to establish a working structure for
the Department; and b) to set two or
three priorities for the Department
in 2002-03.

1. During the opening business,
the Chairman led the Department
members in an open discussion that
resulted in the crafting of the follow-
ing mission statement for the
Department, for submission to His
Eminence Metropolitan Philip:

The mission of the Department of
Sacred Music is to provide leader-
ship to the parishes of the
Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese, drawing from the tal-
ents of the faithful in order to serve
as a resource for the publication of
music, to organize workshops and
seminars, to build strong ties of
communication throughout the
Archdiocese, to support the work of
missions, and to be a positive influ-
ence in the creation of new works

of sacred music for the glory of God
and the Holy Orthodox Faith.

2. The organization of the Depart-
ment will include the following
church musicians:
Chairman, James Meena
Vice Chair, Michael Farrow
Regional Representatives

Grace Aswad, Can-Am Region
Nadeen Nerenberg, Eastern

Region
Lexie Damous, Midwest Region
David Franciosi, New England

Region
Chris Farha, Southwest Region
Mareena Boosamra-Ball, Western

Region
Members at large

Dr. William Attra
Fr. John Finley
Albert Hazeem
Fr. Christopher Holwey
Nancy Hanna Long
Al Mamary

Members of the Byzantine Chant
sub-committee

Fr. Elias Bitar
Fr. David Barr
Joyce Black
3. The Department members dis-

cussed the state of music used in the
Archdiocese. The chairman outlined
a broad policy whereby the variety
of musical styles currently in use by
parishes, what Fr. Hughes described
as the symphony of styles, will be
embraced to the extent that they
fulfill the general tenets of music
that is appropriate for the divine
services of the Church, with particu-
lar attention to the use of the stan-
dard texts that appear in either the
Nassar or the standard red service
book.

It was further delineated that in
the future, while Orthodox music
from other jurisdictions that use the
standard texts of the Archdiocese
may be used by parishes in the

Antiochian Archdiocese, the
Department will advocate the use of
Byzantine chant and choral settings
based on Byzantine chant, or choral
settings in the style of Byzantine
chant, as being the musical style
most closely aligned with the history
and traditions of the Antiochian
Archdiocese.

4. For the 2002-03 year, the
Department established the follow-
ing priorities:

Publications:
a. Complete the computeriza-

tion and revision of the
Conference Liturgy books,
and distribute the same to
all regions in advance of the
2003 Conferences and the
Archdiocese Convention.

b. Complete the computeriza-
tion of the choral music for
feast days, and have copies
ready for review at the
2003 Sacred Music
Institute.

General:
a. Establish a Sacred Music

Institute on the west coast
to complement the SMI
established at the
Antiochian Village.

b. Improve the use of the
Sacred Music page on the
Archdiocese website by
identifying a qualified indi-
vidual to serve as webmas-
ter.

c. Establish a semi-annual
newsletter to be distributed
on-line and via e-mail.

d. To complete and update the
Department e-mail listings
to include all choir direc-
tors and parish priests in
the Archdiocese.

e. Establish a Departmental
Editorial Board for the
review of new music.
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The meeting of July 25 was
adjourned at 4:15 pm and recon-
vened on July 26 in the presence of
His Grace Bishop Antoun. The sec-
ond meeting of the Department
opened with the Chairman an-
nouncing appointments for the
upcoming year:

Vice Chair Michael Farrow will
continue as Coordinator for the
Sacred Music Institute at the
Antiochian Village, and will be the
primary liaison with the Regional
Representatives.

Chris Farha will coordinate the
Department e-mail address book,
and will assume responsibility for
the publication of the Department
newsletter.

Al Mamary will coordinate the
new Editorial Board, working with
the Chairman on establishing proce-
dures for the review of music sub-
mitted to the Department for publi-
cation.

Fr. John Finley will serve as coor-
dinator for the Sacred Music
Institute on the west coast.

The Chairman also announced
that Fr. John Finley has been asked
to begin work on expanding the
scope of the congregational liturgy,
and to incorporate both single line
melodies and four-part settings of
simple Byzantine melodies into a
new publication that will broaden
the usability of the congregational
liturgy books. It was emphasized
that the music currently being used
by the Antiochian Village camp will
be of primary importance in the new
congregational books, as the transi-
tion of young people from the camp
services to singing in their home
parishes is a high priority for the
Department.

Discussion regarding the role of
the Regional Representatives and
the Regional Conference Choir
Festival Coordinators ensued. While
the current definitions for these dis-
tinct posts are adequate, the
Department Chairman and Vice
Chair will work to define these posi-
tions more clearly, and then will
work with the Fellowship of St. John
the Divine to establish procedures
and policies by which each Region
can effectively use the talents of
both the Regional Representatives

and the Regional Conference Choir
Festival Coordinator.

Fr. Hughes recommended that the
Department make known its need
for a single, permanent webmaster
for the Departmental page on the
Archdiocese website. The Chairman
expressed his interest in expanding
the use of the website to distribute
the semi-annual newsletter, to post
listings of music that is available for
purchase, and to post both written
and audio examples of new music
for possible downloading.

Members of the Department
worked in conjunction with Mike

Kargatis on proof-reading the
Conference Liturgy books, spending
approximately four hours reviewing
editorial matters, and determining
additional music to be included in
the Conference Liturgy books.

The meetings held by the De-
partment of Sacred Music achieved
the goals established by the Chair-
man, allowing everyone to depart
the 2002 Sacred Music Institute
with a sense of accomplishment and
priorities for the upcoming year.

Prepared July, 2002
James Meena per Fr. John Finley

“Holy Tradition/Modern Science”
is the theme for the upcoming

OCAMPR National Conference slated
for November 1-2 at Hellenic
College/Holy Cross Orthodox School
of Theology in Brookline, MA, made
possible in part by funding from the
Nicholas D. Kambouri Memorial Fund.

The conference begins on Friday
evening with presentations from Paul
Kymissis, MD of New York Medical
College, who will address the ques-
tion: “How do modern developments
in medicine, psychopharmacology,
brain research and psychotherapy
conflict  with and/or contribute to
approaches to healing and formation
of Orthodox Christian life?”

He will be followed by Fr. Nicholas
Bargoot, who will speak on, “How are
priests taught to utilize Canon Law in
light of counseling theory and apply it
pastorally in conjunction with confes-
sion to guide souls toward healing
from the passions, etc.?”

Multidisciplinary panels will engage
participants in discussion of integra-
tive care of persons suffering from
depression and spiritual illness in light
of the question, “How to draw on
fruits of patristic life and teaching,
liturgical life, and modern advances in
understanding and treatment of mood
disorders while avoiding spiritualizing,
medicalizing or secularizing the
human.”

Saturday’s plenary speaker is Jamie
Moran, PhD, professor at University of
Surrey, Roehampton, England, one of
the first programs in Great Britain to

combine depth psychology and coun-
seling therapy. He will address the
challenge of integrating the ascetical
nature of Orthodox Spirituality of the
Desert Fathers into modern life in the
world. Respondents from the fields of
theology, medicine and psychotherapy
will engage participants in discussion
regarding bringing these fruits to bear
in living out Orthodoxy in marriage
and family life.

Mr. John Perkins, a noted Jungian
psychotherapist and author in
Princeton, NJ, rounds out the confer-
ence, speaking after dinner on the
topic, “The Straight Path of
Orthodoxy: Between the Scylla of
Literalization and the Charybdis of
Psychologizing our Faith.”

The Orthodox Christian Association
of Medicine, Psychology and Religion,
founded in 1985, is a professional
organization devoted to promoting
interdisciplinary dialogue facilitating
Christian fellowship among Orthodox
Christian helping professions in ser-
vice to individuals and families.
Further information may be found by
visiting the website at Ocampr.org.

Registration for the Conference is
$85 for non-members and $65 for
members before Oct. 1 and $110 and
$90 thereafter. Persons interested in
joining or being on the mailing list for
future conferences are invited to sign
up through visiting the OCAMPR
Website, OCAMPR.org> or to contact
Stephen Muse, PhD, National Chair-
person, c/o Pastoral Institute, Inc.,
2002 15th Ave., Columbus, GA 31901.

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION OF
MEDICINE, PSYCHOLOGY AND RELIGION
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“T HE HYMNOLOGISTS OF
the Orthodox Church are
Christians of virtue and

great faith, having been endowed
with musical talent as well as the
power of religious inspiration. Their
creations have enriched our worship
services and have helped turn our
souls towards God. Perhaps the
greatest of all hymnologists is St.
Romanos the Melodist. Many other
hymnologists have written ecclesias-
tical hymns, but none of them
inspired the Christians as much as
St. Romanos.” This statement,
issued by the National Forum of
Greek Orthodox Church Musicians,
concisely states the reverence,
appreciation and feeling all
Orthodox Christians have for St.
Romanos.

Romanos’ Background
Romanos, a Syrian Christian born

in Edessa (Homs), Syria, lived in the
beginning of the 6th century.
Relying on scanty information about
Romanos’ life, and based on the fact
that his work contains a large seg-
ment of Semitic expressions, the
fact that he never attacks Jews, and
on a later anonymous kontakion
stating that, as “God’s Orator” he is
“from the race of Hebrews,” it is
generally thought by most scholars
that he was a convert from Judaism.
However, other scholars (R.J.
Schork, 1995) believe that this may
not be true. Schork states that his
Semitic expressions are similar to
those prevalent in the Syraic
Christianity of that period, his anti-
Jewish polemic such as “lawless

one” in his hymns of passion week
may be due to prejudice or the exag-
gerated zeal of a recent convert, and
the “Hebrew” reference in the later
kontakion merely refers to the fact
that he was non-Greek or a Syrian.
Topping states that, although a late
tradition makes him a Jew and a
convert, it is more likely that he
belonged to a Christian family of
Semitic origin. 

Romanos was ordained a deacon
and served in the Church of the
Resurrection in Berytus (Beirut).
Most sources agree that he went to
Constantinople during the reign of
the Emperor Anastasius I (491-518). 

Church Legend
Church legend has it that, during

Continued on page 21

Saint Romanos the Melodist,
A Syrian Poet

By MICHAEL G.  FARROW, PH.D.

VICE  CHAIRMAN, DEPARTMENT OF SACRED MUSIC
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NAC Teen SOYO

by Nadia Lawand,
NAC Teen SOYO Presidential Advisor

O N LABOR DAY WEEKEND 2002 THE STEER-
ing committee of Teen SOYO’s OYO project
met at the Antiochian Village Heritage and

Learning Center.  Many of you have probably been
hearing about OYM in the last few months.  During our
meetings this weekend, we decided on a name, a mis-
sion and a plan to get this project going.  

The official name for this project is now OYO,
which stands for Orthodox Youth Outreach.  This pro-
ject is an extension of our current humanitarian
involvement, one that will allow the youth of our
Church to reach out to those in need and at the same
time live, learn and spread their faith.  

This ministry will expand on the outreach that our
Orthodox youth are currently involved in, by providing
local parishes and youth advisors with the resources to
get youth more involved in local community service
and short-term mission projects.  OYO will allow youth
to get involved with outreach at different levels and to
gradually mature into a position where they can go on
larger outreach opportunities.  

OYO is an extension of Teen SOYO ’s current
attempts in involving youth in community service and
mission projects, that will create an opportunity where
youth will be able to prepare themselves, to learn about
different cultures and social issues, to reach out to
these people and areas in need and finally to debrief
and really think about what they have experienced in
order to contextualize their experience into their
Orthodox faith.    

Father Kevin Scherer, the co-coordinator for this
project along with the OYO steering committee, has
made the first real steps to getting this program up and
running.  The meetings were fruitful in allowing us to
get a time-line in place, our mission clear in mind and
the motivation to initiate this project.  In the next few
months, local and regional Teen SOYO groups will be

getting more information on the project, in order to
help in the creation of a service directory.

This meeting is the first step for this wonderful
opportunity for our Orthodox youth.  In the upcoming
months, work will be done by the teens, a website will
be created and the OYO package for local parishes will
be created, including a directory of all service project
opportunities for all the parishes across North America.
Help support this project for the youth and future of
our Archdiocese, by praying for us now, and when the
time comes, by getting involved in the various opportu-
nities that will become available to reach out to others.

Teen SOYO Presidents,
Spiritual Advisors and Youth Directors 
2002 - 2003

NAC & Regional Teen
Region SOYO Presidents Email Name
NAC AlexaYounes rascalz7@hotmail.com
Can-Am Reem Sawalha ReemSawalha@msn.com
Eastern Mary Pier

mackinnooda@hotmail.com
Midwest Amanda Morgan

amandamorgan_03@hotmail.com
New England Wadih Choueiri lebmob@aol.com
Southeast Alexandra Hamatie

Lgsurf@yahoo.com
Southwest Dolly Bahbah arbjasmine@aol.com
Western Natalie Malouf moofy1019@hotmail.com

NAC & Regional
Region Teen SOYO Spiritual Email Address

Advisors
NAC Very Rev. Timothy Baclig

FrTimothyBaclig@aol.com
Can-Am Fr. Iskander Younes

abouna@interlog.com
Eastern Fr. George Kevorkian Dek99@aol.com
Midwest V. Rev. Anthony Yazge

yazgling@aol.com
New England Fr. Joseph Kimmett

geonorwood@aol.com
Southeast Fr. Peter Smith pcsmith@bellsouth.net
Southwest Fr. Antony Elbahou

saintscandh@sbcglobal.net
Western Fr. Christopher Salamy

abounachris@aol.com

THE DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH MINISTRY

ORTHODOX YOUTH OUTREACH
A mission to serve … a mission to love

“Orthodox Youth Living their faith through Outreach”
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Region Regional Youth Directors Email Name
Can-Am Sub-deacon Jean El Murr

lordhavemercy@citenet.net
Eastern Susanne Nahass Susannen@aol.com
Midwest Lisa Yared Lyerrid@aol.com
New England Michelle Salamy msalamy@attbi.com
Southeast Deacon Kenneth McMillian

emcmil1248@attbi.com
Southwest Jimmy Shadid jimmyshadid@yahoo.com
Western Katrina Bitar Katbitar7@aol.com

Orthodox Institute for Church School and Youth
Ministry Training Opportunity

The annual October Institute of Church School and
Youth Workers will take place at the Antiochian Village
Heritage and Learning Center October 10-13, 2002.
Parishes are asked to send their Teen SOYO (Youth
Group) Advisors and Youth Directors to these training
sessions.   

Sessions will concentrate on practical aspects of
Youth Ministry in the parish, as well as the new NAC
Teen SOYO Outreach Missions Program. See www.anti-
ochian.org/youth for more details and on-line registra-
tion.

Special Olympics 2002 — “Inspire Greatness”
By Amanda Morgan,

Midwest Teen SOYO President and Special Olympics
Coach

Some people spend their entire lives waiting for
miracles, not knowing where to look. When I was at the
Antiochian Village this summer for the NAC Teen
SOYO Special Olympics Camp, I found that I was eat-
ing, talking, working, and sleeping next to some of
God’s most beautiful miracles. I am about to describe
the testimony of Teen SOYO coaches and others who

worked at this life-changing camp.
We, as SOYO members, were there to be friends

with the athletes, take care of them, encourage them,
love them, tell jokes with them and hold their hands.
Our job as coaches was simple. Yet, each of us was also
nervous, worried, and scared for the experience we
were going to have. Why? The idea that these
Olympians’ lives would be in our hands for six days was
nerve-wracking. Would I know how to handle an emer-
gency? How would I know if they needed help? We
didn’t realize that in their eyes, we could make no mis-
takes. And by God’s grace, we wouldn’t. We were there
to do a job; not just to be baby-sitters or friends, but to
spread the Word. Through the vision of Christ, our job
was easy because they weren’t only in our hands, but in
God’s. The helping hand we gave them came, not only
through guidance in activities, but through support
from the heart. We encouraged them with words of
“Great job! Keep it up! Try again! You can do it!” to
lift their spirits and push them to their fullest.

The Special Olympics were designed for those with
special needs. I expected to see athletes who struggled
and were helpless, but what I found was different. They
took care of themselves and others. After breaking my
finger, I received that experience of giving first-hand.
Their concern for me was more than I would get from
friends or family. Not only that, I had thought I was a
stranger to them. Throughout that week, my athletes
tied my shoes, poured my drinks, and helped me in
every way they could. At home, I was teased for my
helplessness, but to them I was someone they wanted
to help. Their unconditional love was like nothing I’d
ever known. It gave them pleasure to be there for some-
one else. They are a perfect example of what we are
taught to be as Christians.

When in competition, they encouraged and gave
each other hope.  When dancing, they pulled each
other off the bench so no one was just sitting.  And
when someone struggled, they gave them a hand. I am
unable to truly tell you what it’s like to see these ath-
letes, who didn’t know the Church, live by the ways of
the Church. They didn’t hold grudges. If they felt as if
they had hurt someone, they did not hesitate to apolo-
gize. Their humility is almost foreign in society today.

Everyone has a hero. What I did not realize was that
I was capable or even worthy of being one. But to these
athletes, by truly loving them, I was. They looked up to
me. Their unending smiles were enough to brighten up
a lifetime. What the athletes may not realize is that
they are my heroes. By living saintly lives through car-
ing, helping, giving, and loving, they were my models.
As a coach, I was blessed to be given the opportunity to
stand side by side and work with my heroes. I want to
encourage you, as adults and teens in the Orthodox
Church, not only to reach out and help, but to open up
your lives to some of the best examples of Christian
life.
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Alaska Summer Camp 2002
Sponsored by the Cathedral of St. John - Eagle River

by Nathaniel Lourie and Michael Johnson
(veteran campers)

On August 18, 2002, 54 campers and 13 staff
embarked on an adventure aboard a luxury touring bus.
Destination: Solid Rock Bible Camp in Soldotna, Alaska
for St. John’s Summer Camp 2002

Teens from Washington, California, and Alaska
crowded together in front of the fancy air-conditioned
bus anxiously awaiting the short three-hour drive.  The
scenic view throughout the “last frontier” was beautiful
as usual.  We arrived at camp late Sunday night around
10 pm, with all the campers anxious to be there. It took
a while for everyone to wind down and get to bed.

Just as every morning, we woke up bright and early
in order to clean the cabin and partake of breakfast at 8
am.  Next, we went on over to the chapel to say our
morning prayers.

Then Fr. Joseph Purpura took the stage to teach
class the rest of the morning.  His classes consisted of
fun and games to make sure all the campers are awake
and ready to learn.  He made sure everyone was
involved and handed out prizes for those who were
really listening.  His best teaching tool was the
Scriptures, which we read out of everyday.  

After the enlightening teaching we would have a
very scrumptious lunch provided via the 

Solid Rock Staff. After lunch was where the fun
would begin. Scheduled events included horseback rid-
ing, rifle range, archery, swimming, water-skiing, rope
swings, and camp favorite, “The Blob.” Arts and crafts,
ping-pong, air hockey, and foosball were also available
in the basement of the chapel. 

Dinner was served at 5 pm, followed by events of
the Crazy Olympics. Favorite events included the
Bungee Run, Bible Bowl, rope swings, and the Grand
Finale, the Talent Show. 

All in all, the camp was a great success and the
campers went home with a greater knowledge of life.
Our compliments go to Fr. Joseph Purpura for his
teaching.  We look forward to next summer when we
can return to camp and invite teens from all over the
Archdiocese to come too!

Archdiocese Bible Bowl

Archdiocese Winners: Can-AM Region — St George,
Toronto Teens

Each member of the winning team received a $500 Scholarship
Gift from Mr. & Mrs. George Heider.

Teaching lesson at the Alaska Camp

On the way to the dining hall at the Alaska Camp
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A Happy Group of Campers and Staff at the 2002 Alaska Camp
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this time, Romanos’ voice was quite
harsh and rasping and he was also
tone deaf. It is said that the congre-
gation cringed at hearing his voice.
It was in the Church of the Most
Holy Theotokos in the Blachernae
quarter of Constantinople that he
received the gift of sacred poetry.
After a religious retreat there, in his
sleep on Christmas eve, Romanos
saw a vision of the Most Holy
Theotokos, who told him not to
despair. Blessing him with her right
hand, she held forth a scroll with
her left hand, saying, “Take the
scroll and eat it.” The saint, in his
dream, opened his mouth and swal-
lowed the parchment. It was
Christmas Day, and immediately he
awakened and marveled and glori-
fied God. According to an account
by Poulos, the service commenced
as usual and when it came time for
the voice of Romanos to be heard,
the participants braced themselves
for the accustomed cacophony that
would ensue. Then, mounting the
pulpit in the church, Romanos
began the strains of his kontakion:
Today the Virgin gives birth to the
one who is above all living things.
But when the tone rolled across the
church like the sound of a heavenly
angel, the stunned listeners stood
transfixed. When Romanos had fin-
ished, the confused priest signaled
him to continue and once again the
resonant voice reverberated in the
house of God. Then it dawned on
one and all that a miracle had
occurred. Romanos was now hailed
as the “Melodist.”

Hymn Writing
His talent was great. Unlike oth-

ers, he wrote his hymns in simple
language and produced a pleasant
meter in the verse by the way he
accented words. Most scholars agree
that he wrote in the colloquial idiom
(common language) of his time. The
hymns he composed appealed to the
hearts of the people, and are still
sung today. Romanos has been
called “Sweet Singer”
(Glykophonos), “Melodist”
(Melodos), and “Righteous Chanter”
(Psaltis Dhikeosinis). There is no

SAINT ROMANOS
Continued from Page 16

evidence that he was ever ordained
to the priesthood or served in a
monastery or held an official
appointment in the Emperor’s court.

Kontakia Style Hymns
Romanos wrote many hymns cele-

brating the mystery of the
Incarnation, the Passion, the
Resurrection, and the living of a
Christian life. Until the 12th centu-
ry, his Christmas Kontakion was
performed by a double choir (from
Hagia Sophia and the Church of the
Holy Apostles) at the Imperial ban-
quet on that feast day. 

Kontakia consist of 25 strophes
(troparia), usually of 21 verses each,

with a refrain. Dramatic and pathet-
ic dialogue play a great part in the
structure. Romanos ’ works are
essentially long metrical homilies,
arranged in stanza form, set to
music and designed to be sung after
the reading of the scriptures as part
of the morning prayers. They were
most probably chanted in urban
churches and not monasteries, and
are essentially sung sermons. The
Greek word for this type of literary
form is kontakion, derived from the
Greek word kontax, the rod or staff
around which the parchment scroll
containing the text was originally
wound. The works are a metrical
scheme in which there is a pattern
of conforming stressed and
unstressed syllables in each line.
This pattern of stress is determined
by the pronounced and written

accent. Classical poets like St.
Gregory of Nazianzus, who com-
posed the Presanctified Liturgy,
based their writings on the quantity
of time (long or short) needed to
pronounce each syllable.

There is no complete edition of
Romanos’ kontakia. Although the
Synaxarion states that Romanos
wrote “more than a thousand”
hymns, Toppings feels that this is an
exaggeration, a metaphor for the
poet’s generous gift of hymnody to
the church. Some 59 genuine
hymns have been identified from
medieval Byzantium, the remaining
being lost. Unfortunately none of the
music accompanying them survives.
His most famous kontakia are those
of Christmas, Pascha, and the
Passion. St. Romanos is also said to
have composed the Akathistos
Hymnos, a kontakion which we still
chant during the Friday evening ser-
vices of Great Lent.

This literary form reached its
highest development in Romanos’
kontakia with their elaborate metri-
cal system and vigorous dialogues.
Unfortunately, the form degenerated
in the following centuries. Romanos
borrows heavily from earlier Greek
sermons and other sources, though
it is not certain whether he also
depends on St. Ephraim the Syrian.
His masterpieces presented dignified
diction and elaborate metrical pat-
terns. He aimed not only to preach
but to please. He seemed to be well
trained before arriving in
Constantinople and probably was
well educated in one of the last
schools of rhetoric still flourishing in
6th century Syria.

Romanos’ Death
Romanos died in peace on

October 1st and is buried in the
Church of the Theotokos in
Constantinople, where his feast is
still celebrated. The exact year of
his death is not precisely known.
Many scholars set it as 555 AD,
based on an Imperial document of
551 and his apparent mention of
violent earthquakes that shook the
Near East in 552, 554, and 555 AD.
He was a productive genius and
artist, writing and accenting many
kontakia. He has been called the
patron saint of all who sing for the
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Church. Others say he is the leader
in the world of religious hymnology.
Within a few decades after his
death, Romanos was canonized and
venerated in Byzantium and
Armenia and, after the 9th century,
in Russia. His icon pictures him in
the white robes of a young deacon. 

The only authority for the life and
date of this greatest of Orthodox
hymnographers is the account in
the Menaion for October (Feast Day,
October 1). Beyond the description
in the Menaion, there are only two
mentions of St. Romanos’ name, one
by the 8th Century poet St.
Germanos, and one by Suidas, who
calls him “Romanos the melode.”
None of the Byzantine writers on
hymnography allude to him; his
fame was practically extinguished
by the newer school of hymn-writers
which flourished in the 8th and 9th
centuries. Krumbacher has made it
fairly certain, by a number of criti-
cal arguments, that the emperor
named in the Menaion as reigning
when Romanos came to the capital,
Constantinople, is Anastasius I (A.D.
491-518) and not Anastasius II (A.D.
713-716); Pitra and Stevenson are of
the same opinion. Probably, then, he
lived through the reign of Justinian
(A.D. 527-565), who was himself a
hymn-writer; this would make
Romanos a contemporary with two
other Byzantine hymnographers,
Anastasios and Kyriakos. 

“In poetic talent, fire of inspira-
tion, depth of feeling, and elevation
of language, he far surpasses all the
other melodists. The literary history
of the future will perhaps acclaim
Romanos for the greatest ecclesiasti-
cal poet of all ages,” says
Krumbacher. All the other critics of
Byzantine poetry subscribe to his
enthusiastic praise. 

The following primary and sec-
ondary sources were used for this
article:
Phillimore, J.S., transcribed by

Herman F. Holbrook in The
Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. XIII,
Robert Appleton CO., p. 154
(1912) which cites the following
references:
Bouvy, Poetes et Melodes (Nimes,

1886).
Idem, Studien zu Romanos

(Munich, 1899).
Idem, Umarbeitung bei Romanos

(Munich, 1899).
Pitra, Hymnographie de l’Eglise

grecque (Rome 1867).
Jacobi, Zur Geschichte des

griechischen Kirchen liedes in
Briegers Zeitschrift fur
Kirchengeschichte (1882), V,
177-250).

Krumbacher, Gesch d. byz.
Literatur, Munich 312-318;

Poulos, George, Orthodox Saints:
Spiritual Profiles for Modern Man,
Oct 1 to December 31, Holy Cross
Orthodox Press, Brookline, MA

(1992).
Mitsaki, K., The Language of

Romanos the Melodist, C.H.
Beck’she Verlagsbuchhandlung
(Munich, 1967)

National Forum of Greek Orthodox
Musicians (no date).

Schork, R.J., Sacred Song from the
Byzantine Pulpit: Romanos the
Melodist, University Press of
Florida (1995).

Topping, Eva C., St. Romanos the
Melodos: Prince of Byzantine
Poets, Greek Orthodox
Theological Review, 24:65-75,
Spring, (1979). 
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Christ is in our midst!

IWOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL
of you for the holy ministry you
are performing in your parishes.

May God reward you abundantly.
Let me talk to you as children,

friends, parishioners and Parish
Council members. I would like to
take the opportunity to share with
you some thoughts on the ministry
of the Parish Council in the life of
the Church. When I say ministry, I
am not saying this to “spiritualize”
an otherwise secular job. A Parish
Council member, through the accla-
mation of the community in which
the Holy Spirit resides, has a
charism, a special gift and responsi-
bility to represent and serve the
community. This ministry comes
forth from God, who is the center of
all things. This is why Council meet-
ings are held in the Church, begin
and end with prayer, and always are
conducted with the priest present.

Like organs in a body, each Parish
Council member has a special func-
tion. All of you have different talents
and skills that you bring together to
form a single body. The Council
meeting is not an arena in which we
do battle with others. We do not
seek to defeat our enemies and com-
pete with others. Each vital organ of
the body works together for a com-
mon goal, and so Parish Council
members must support one another.
The aim is to speak with one voice.

Now, I know that we are not
robots, and that all of us have opin-
ions. Sometimes our opinions differ,
and when they do we must work
harder to deal with each other
respectfully and lovingly; otherwise
we are no longer serving a holy min-
istry. Does anyone honestly think
that God desires us to engage in

political intrigues and manipula-
tions? I will give you the answer: NO.

If you desire to serve God and
your community, then leave your
personal agenda on the sidewalk
outside; don’t even bring it onto
Church grounds. When you come to
Church, your only agenda should be
love. And anyone who says, “My
way or the highway,” does not have
love in his heart. Encourage one
another, be patient with one anoth-
er’s imperfections, humbly admit
mistakes and try to keep things
organized so everyone can partici-
pate. We don’t have time for con-
tests of strength and influence. This
is not an arena for old clan grudges
or new attacks. It is a place where
the vision of the community is
woven into a tapestry through your
various talents and abilities.

Before you think of finance and
business matters, ask yourselves,
“Where is God and His Church in
what we are doing?” Once you
answer this question, you will have
peace in your decision-making. If
you want God to bless this commu-
nity, then do your best to avoid
unnecessary conflict. Should you
have a disagreement with someone,
settle it outside the meeting and be
reconciled. When you advertise your
disagreements, you demoralize the
entire community. The people who
have entrusted this ministry to you
ask themselves: “Is this what we
want? More fighting and bickering?
The Parish Council can’t do any-
thing!” This ministry is holy and an
extension of the prayer and worship
of the community. The people know
this already.

So, I have spoken of how the
Parish Council should act, and now I
must say a few words about what it

does. The responsibility for the
material maintenance of the parish
falls squarely on the shoulders of the
Parish Council. No one can individu-
ally handle such a responsibility,
which is why you need to work
together as a team, a family in har-
mony.

There is a temptation to leave all
the problems of the Church to the
priest when we cannot reach a con-
sensus on our own. This is wrong. If
you leave the priest to stay up
nights worrying about whether the
bills are going to be paid or if the
Council will ever reach a decision
on this or that, then you have
diverted him from his primary task
of caring for the spiritual needs of
the community. In the Liturgy, we
sing in the Cherubic Hymn about
laying aside all earthly cares, and
the priest is foremost in having to do
this so that he may sanctify himself
and others.

If you take the responsibility for
the financial well-being of the com-
munity, then take it completely.
Don’t let anyone else worry instead
of you. That means fixing problems
yourselves. There is no blame if you
have done everything humanly pos-
sible. But, until you have done
everything humanly possible, then
the responsibility is still yours. That
was why you were elected: not for
empty honors, but because people
trust you to fix problems. By giving
others the gift of peace, you also
bless yourselves.

By freeing the priest of these con-
cerns, you can use him according to
his purpose. The priest is the voice
for the Church’s Holy Traditions,
and he is an invaluable resource for
Parish Councils. He helps remind
the Council of its duties and its con-

The Ministry of the
Parish Council

By BISHOP JOSEPH

(DEL IVERED TO PARISH COUNCIL  MEMBERS OF WESTERN REGION —  JUNE,  2002)
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text. By listening to him, the
Council will help the community
grow.

By doing your duties as Parish
Council members, you prepare your
community to participate in the
greater Church throughout America
and the world. This is the role of the
Bishop, who links his communities
together into a single organism
spanning the entire planet. This is
why when the Bishop speaks, it is
not for himself, but for the Church
of Christ. His directions are not
open for debate, because they are
not just for one parish but for all of
them. The parish is part of a greater
body called the Archdiocese, and if
it rebels against the rest of the body,
it kills itself and all the other parts
of the body. By listening to the
Bishop and following his requests
without question, you will further
the national ministry of the
Archdiocese and receive the peace
of Christ.

What everyone must realize is
that all of the clergy in the parish
serve you on Metropolitan Philip’s
behalf. They are all directly
accountable to him, and His
Eminence delegates their duties and
responsibilities. They are at the
parish not as employees but as His
Eminence ’s representatives. We
know what they are doing and they
keep us informed of their activities.
Both the Metropolitan and I appreci-
ate the work of all the priests, dea-
cons, departments and organiza-
tions of the Region.

I have faith in Christ, and I believe
He will lead you down the right path
if you let Him. I also know that your
families play an important part in
the formula for success in the Parish
Council. Your families bear your
burdens in a special way, sacrificing
their time with you so that you can
serve the community. When you are
troubled by what goes on in the
Parish Council, your distress
becomes theirs. So, they too have a
special ministry in supporting you
with their prayer, patience and per-
severance.

Whenever I visit a parish, I am
always asked, “How can we make
the parish grow?” Sometimes, they
mean in terms of money, other

times in terms of attendance. The
answer for both is the same: educa-
tion. Don’t think that people are
only hungry for cookies and coffee
on Sundays. They want to feed on
the “heavenly bread,” the Word of
God. The better the education (that
means adults first!), the better the
quality of your parish life. The bet-
ter the quality, the more people you
will attract, and the more encour-
aged they will be to support the
Church. Don’t you know that quality
brings quantity?

So, hold your women’s meetings
and men’s groups, but make them
educational rather than merely
about fundraising or socializing.
Focus on learning, and it will take
away the dissent and the gossip.
Don’t look at youth activities as
babysitting, but help our young peo-
ple out by giving them the tools of
the faith to overcome life’s chal-
lenges.

Others have asked me about what
I see as the recipe for success for a
Parish Council. There are two ingre-
dients to this recipe: keep it concise
and speak with one voice. The first
ingredient is the hardest for more
experienced council members, espe-
cially when I tell them to keep the
meeting brief. Don’t beat people up
with endless discussions. Discipline
yourselves, and you will be pleasant-
ly surprised. Go home to your fami-
lies while you are still able to com-
municate coherently and enjoy their
company, rather than collapsing
into bed exhausted and confused.
Once in a while, gather as a council
but don’t discuss business. Invite a
speaker who can help you learn
more about the Church or your-
selves. Enjoy each other’s company
and respect one another, and you
will have a successful Parish
Council.

Next, remember that the Parish
Council is not a democratic body,
but a symphonic orchestra. That
means you gather to play a single
piece of music, not have a group of
individual instruments blaring out at
once. Endless delays and discussions
are futile; what is there to decide
once you have heard the Gospel? If
you forget God and His message the
moment you think of money, you

have a problem. Keep Christ in the
forefront of your thoughts, and you
will have harmony.

I hope you sense both the respon-
sibility and the joy of ministry in the
Parish Council. Before I conclude, I
must ask you one final question:
what is your vision for your parish?
What is it that inspires not only you,
but the entire community? If you
are only trying to preserve what you
have, the Scriptures say you will
lose everything. You must take risks
and make the plunge. For what? For
the salvation of all, for the sake of
the Gospel. If the message of Jesus
Christ isn’t in what you are doing in
the Parish Council, you are heading
towards failure. But, God Himself
will be your provider and defender if
you resolve to preach Christ to the
whole world!

The vision I am asking of you
must be a long-term one. It must be
something that will endure long into
the future, far beyond ourselves. It
must inspire those who come after
us, lasting after the next election,
the one after that, and into the
future. It must be a legacy to our
great-grandchildren, one that they
will be proud of.

I will close this with a reminder to
all of you: our Lord Jesus Christ is
here with us every moment. If we
are to succeed in anything, it is only
through Him. Every moment of
every day, He is there. Never forget
the fear of God, because it will save
you from harm and strengthen your
resolve.

God bless all of you for accepting
this holy ministry.

+Bishop Joseph is Auxiliary for
the Western Region, Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese.
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ORATORICAL FEST IVAL

“S EE HERE, MY NAME IS
Jean Valjean. I am a con-
vict; I have been nineteen

years in the galleys. Four days ago I
was set free, I have walked twelve
leagues. When I reached this place
this evening, I went to an inn. And
they sent me away on account of my
yellow passport. I went to the prison
and the turnkey would not let me in.
I went into the fields to sleep below
the stars; there were no stars. There
in the square I lay down upon a
stone. A good woman showed me
your house and said ‘knock there’! I
have knocked.”

“I am very tired, I am so hungry.
Can I stay?”

“Madame Magloire,” said the bish-
op, “put on another plate.”

I WAS ASTONISHED. Didn’t this
priest understand me? I am a galley
slave — a convict — I have been
kicked out wherever I go. Everyone
has thrown me out; why did he
receive me?

The Bishop instructed the
Madame to put sheets on the bed,
and said to me “Monsieur, sit down
and warm yourself …” as if I were a
dignified man. He did not see my
filth, my poverty, or my past. I
began to stutter like a madman,
doubt and joy overcoming me …

Every time he said this word
“monsieur,” with his gently solemn
and heartily hospitable voice to me,
my countenance lit up. “Monsieur”
to a convict is a glass of water to a
man dying of thirst at sea.

The bishop, who was sitting near
me, touched my hand gently and
said: “You need not tell me who you
are. This is not my house; it is the
house of Christ. It does not ask any
comer whether he has a name, but
whether he has an affliction. You are
suffering; you are hungry and
thirsty; be welcome. And do not

thank me; do not tell me that I take
you into my house. This is the home
of no man except  him who needs an
asylum. I tell you, who are a travel-
er, that you are more at home here
than I; whatever is here is yours.
What need have I to know your
name? Besides, before you told me,
I knew it.”

I opened my eyes in astonish-
ment.

“Really? You knew my name?”

“Yes,” answered the bishop, “your
name is My Brother.”

The great humanitarian novel Les
Miserables by Victor Hugo speaks of
treating all men as brothers and see-
ing the face of God in the lowly and
downtrodden. It speaks of giving
second chances. This bishop truly
radiated the Kingdom of God by
seeking out the Kingdom of God in
another human being. By doing as
Christ asked of him, the bishop

acted on the words of an anony-
mous poet who said, “Bread for
myself can save my body; bread for
my neighbor can save my soul.”

There are many questions I ask
myself when thinking about this
topic: Who was Jesus Christ, who
are the least of His brethren, and
what bread have I to give? OK, wait
a minute, does holding the basket of
bread during communion count,
because technically … never mind.
Needless to say, I do not know the
answers to these questions. I haven’t
attended seminary, and I haven’t
been to any great school of theology,
but before you get up and leave,
know that it is often in questions
alone that we find the answers.

Christ said in Matthew 25:31-46,
that He would, “come with all the
Holy angels in His glory, with all
nations gathered before Him.” I
don’t know about you, but I get the
image of sounding trumpets, and of
a powerful king, riding a winged
noble steed onto glory. Who was this
guy who claimed to be the Son of
God, even though his friends were
tax collectors and prostitutes?

Oscar Wilde, the famous English
writer, interpreted Christ in the fol-
lowing way: He understood the
silence of the deaf man, the blindness
of the blind, and the spiritual despair
of the rich man. Not only was He our
King and saviour, but also the heart
and soul of everyone who is in
despair. He showed us that he who is
in the greatest position is not who
sits on the throne, but he who under-
stands the needy. John the Baptist
said himself, “Grant that I mayest
decrease that thou mayest increase.”
These words ironically signify how
one must realize that he/she is not
superior to his/her brethren, in order
to become like God.

In knowing a little more about

JUDGES’ CHOICE:
Thomas Saba

CAN-AM REGION

Thomas Saba
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Christ, we can infer how to follow
and imitate Him and, ultimately,
how to be saved. Although I haven’t
totally figured this one out, the fol-
lowing seems clear. Unlike several
other world religious leaders, Christ
hasn’t provided us with a solid list of
requirements, but more of a broad
idea of who He is, and how we can
journey to be like Him. He taught by
example. Through Christ’s teach-
ings, I’ve learned the following: To
“do it to the least of Christ ’s
brethren” is to realize Christ’s pres-
ence in all beings, and lead them to
salvation, so that God may be
reunited with his children. A few
years ago, everyone had bracelets
with the acronym, WWJD, signify-
ing, What Would Jesus Do. Yet, I
think there is a better slogan one
can carry around with him/her to be
better Christians, and that is not
“What Would Jesus Do,” but “What
Would I Do If This Was Jesus,”
WWIDITWJ. Yeah, that’ll catch on
quick. Where would Jean Valjean be
if the bishop hadn’t invested in his
goodness and acted toward Jean
Valjean in the same way he would
have if it was Christ himself knock-
ing at his door?

Another question that arises is,
OK, who exactly am I looking for
here? The Orthodox Study Bible
suggests that the least of Christ’s
brethren includes Christian mis-
sionaries, needy Christians, and all
who suffer. All who suffer is a very
broad range, and may not only
include the most obvious. Realizing
Christ’s presence in the animals, the
trees, and all living and non-living
organisms that are part of creation
comes as somewhat of a challenge at
times. How many times do we see
slogans like, “Save the pandas,” or
“Protect the rainforest.” We some-
times overlook the other species
that are just as relevant in God’s
eyes, but not so much in our own.
Let’s just say I’m not exactly the
president of the “Coalition to save
the West Indian Shortnose Batfish;”
nonetheless, these, including cock-
roaches, worms, down to the most
primitive bacteria, are also part of
God’s creation, and although they
do not share the same intimate rela-
tionship with God that humans do,

they are still creatures of God. One
just has to read the Psalms to realize
that ecology is a very important part
in our worship. Psalm 104, read at
the beginning of Vespers, serves two
purposes. Firstly, it allows for the
arrival of the latecomers who always
seem to be stuck in bumper to
bumper traffic on a Saturday after-
noon. More importantly, it contains
an essential aspect of Orthodox the-

ology. It is clearly stated that the
world is full of the Lord’s posses-
sions. Our treatment of nature can
therefore be viewed by God as one’s
ability to accept Christ.

The more obvious examples of the
least of Christ’s brethren would be
the hungry, the thirsty, the
strangers, the naked, the sick, and
the captives. These are the people of
whom Christ spoke in Matthew,
chapter 25. So, it is the earthly, the
secular image of beings that is
responsible for the ranking as least
or greatest. Since we are all created
in the image and likeness of God,
and since Luke stated in 17:21 that,
“The Kingdom of God is within
you,” it was man that created this
gradient. In John’s first letter, he
states, “He who is in you is greater
than he who is in the world,” differ-
entiating between who we are as
earthly dwellers from the living
incarnations of Christ.

Thus, it is in seeing Christ in the
last among us that one begins to
understand Him. Fr. James Gavrilos,
a Greek Orthodox priest from
Florida, taught me that the crucial
task is not only to read the Bible,
and know about Christ, but it is to
know Christ, and the medium is all
of creation.

Jean Valjean returned to the bish-
op’s house the next day in the cus-
tody of two prison guards, holding
two silver plates that he had stolen
from the house of the bishop. The
bishop quickly made up a story
telling of how he had, in fact, given
him the silver. “Jean Valjean, my
brother, you belong no longer to
evil, but to good. It is your soul that
I am buying for you. I withdraw it
from dark thoughts and from the
spirit of perdition, and I give it to
God! Forget not, never forget that
you have promised me to take this
silver to become an honest man.”

Doing good to the least of Christ’s
brethren, although a simple idea, is
sometimes a daunting task. But we
must never forget that these actions
are not done for ourselves, but they
are done to Christ. I pray that we
will all open the door when someone
comes a-knocking. And we all have
the power to do it, for “The
Kingdom of God is within you.”

Thomas Saba, 19, is a member of
St. George Orthodox Church,
Montreal, QUE.

Dear Sayedna Philip,
I wanted to thank you for the gift

you gave me for having won the
Oratorical Festival. I thank you also
for letting me share some thoughts
regarding our faith. I have found an
appreciation of our Orthodox faith
and a desire to learn more about it
in writing and presenting my ora-
tion. In particular, I’ve learned how
to see beauty in all things.

I also wanted to let you know how
the Antiochian Village and camping
programs around the Archdiocese
change the lives of our youth. It is
truly a “heaven on earth.” I pray
that all of our youth will someday be
able to attend an Antiochian Ortho-
dox summer camp in their lives.

I am enclosing a picture I have of
when you visited Montreal, about fif-
teen years ago! Thank you for all
you do for us. You are in my prayers.

In Christ,
Thomas Saba

I will sing unto the LORD,
because he hath dealt bountifully

with me.
Psalm 13:6

Tom Saba with Metropolitan Philip in 1987
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October 10-13, 2002
Parish Council Symposium

The Sixth Biennial Parish Council
Symposium will be the first to
include the Department of Lay
Ministries along with the Depart-
ment of Stewardship. This change
reflects the reality that parish coun-
cils are responsible with the parish
priest for the general spiritual health
of the parish. This year ’s
Symposium will include workshops
on techniques and strategies to
develop and to maintain positive
working relationships as well as
workshops to resolve conflicts
between parish council members
and the priest. His Grace Bishop
Demetri will preside and also pre-
sent the keynote address. Regis-
tration and payment in advance is
required. Registration, lodging and
food: $308 single occupancy, $227
double occupancy.
October 10-13, 2002
Orthodox Institute for Church
School and Youth Workers

Join the Department of Christian
Education for a weekend packed
with information, spiritual growth,
and sharing! Four different tracks
include Church School Director,
Teacher Training, Orthodoxy, and
Youth Worker Training, totaling six-
teen courses, some new and some
retained from the first institute. His
Grace Bishop Basil will serve as
keynote speaker for two general ses-
sions on “Spiritual Growth.” Phyllis
Onest will again provide a large
resource display. Activities begin
Thursday evening and run continu-
ously all day and into the evening
both Friday and Saturday. Registra-
tion fee to participate in the sessions
is $50.00. Register in advance for
room and board: $100.00 per day
for single occupancy lodging and

meals or $67.00 per day for double
occupancy lodging and meals. For
entire conference, $350.00 sin-
gle/$251.00 double. Commuters
may attend for $35.00 per day.
Commuter fees include lunch only.
Dinner meal tickets may be pur-
chased at $11.00 each when you

submit registration form. For regis-
tration form, visit www.antiochian.
org/christianeducation or call 717-
747-5221. Register on line at
https:www.antiochian.org/youth/inst
itute.htm.
December 27-31, 2002
College Conference

Four full days of fellowship, wor-
ship, fun and learning await the
hundreds of college-age young adults
who attend this annual event. Great
speakers, dynamic workshops, daily
sports and activities and nightly
social activities make this one of the
highlights of the year for students
who come from all over North

America. For more info, visit the
National Orthodox Christian
Fellowship (OCF) at www.ocf.net.
January 17-20, 2003
Winter Camp: Session I
February 14-17, 2003
Winter Camp: Session II

Faith, fellowship and fun for youth
both indoors and out. Lodging pro-
vided in rooms at the conference
center. Activities include: Snow
Tubing, Campfire in the Snow, fel-
lowship with other campers from all
4 sessions, Christian Ed, Cabin
Times, and all of your favorite activi-
ties from the summer packed into
one fun-filled weekend! Contact the
Camp Office or register on website.
February 22-25, 2003
Byzantine Chanting Workshop

Learn the eight tones of Byzantine
Chanting from Fr. David Barr, pastor
of Sts. Peter & Paul Orthodox
Church in Ben Lomond, CA and
author of St. Romanos Chanting
Course. No knowledge of music and
chanting required. More details to
follow!
May 2-4, 2003
Mother/Daughter Retreat
May 16-18, 2003
Marriage Enrichment

This retreat is designed to assist
married couples to become “One.”
Leaders Fr. Don and Khouriye
Maggie Hock will review the Ortho-
dox perspective on marriage and
share positive techniques for a bet-
ter married life. Enjoy this “get-
away” weekend with your spouse
and grow closer spiritually as one
and also with Christ. Call Antioch-
ian Village for a complete schedule
or visit the website below. Registra-
tion forms and pricing available
soon. But mark your calendars now.
Retreat together!

Upcoming Events at
Antiochian Village
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 31, 2002

The Most Reverend
Metropolitan Philip

Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America

358 Mountain Road
Englewood, New Jersey 07631

Dear Archbishop Philip:
Thank you again for coming to the

White House. I was honored to wel-
come you to the Oval Office. I
enjoyed our discussion and appreci-
ate your thoughts concerning the
Middle East.

Best wishes.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush

ORDAINED

Deacon MALEK RIHANI to the Holy
Priesthood on Sunday, August 4,
2002. He is attached to St. George
Church, Cicero, IL.

Deacon ATHANASIUS DRESDOW to
the Holy Priesthood on August 5,
2002 at the Church of the Holy
Transfiguration in Wheaton, IL. He
is assigned to St. Barnabas Church,
Columbus, OH, effective September
1, 2002.

Subdeacon SAMUEL HADDAD to the
diaconate on August 16, 2002 and to
the Holy Priesthood on August 17,
2002 at Holy Spirit Church,
Huntington, WV. He is assigned to
St. Nicholas Church, Beckley, WV,
effective September 1, 2002.

Metropolitan Philip with Antiochian Women President Maralin Robbat and Vice President
Laila Ferris

Opening Service of the Clergy Symposium
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New Clergy meet with Bishops

Metropolitan Philip speaks to the Bible Bowl Contestants Can-Am Bible Bowl team, winners of the contest

Clergy discuss trends in Christian Education with Carole Buleza, Christian Education Chair
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An article concerning the care of the Palestinian Orthodox
Christians by the Patriarchate of Jerusalem.

AL HAYAT
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Metropolitan Philip’s 

The American delegation from the left: Nicole Antakli, Leslie
Saliba, Fawaz El Khoury, Metropolitan Philip, Dr. George Farha,
Nicola Antakli, Virginia Antakli, Father Joseph Antypas, former
seminarian, Bassam Nassif

The choir of Balamand School of Theology

Metropolitan Philip speaking about the importance of athleticism
in the auditorium of Balamand

Metropolitan Philip, Metropolitan George Khodr — Mount
Lebanon, Metropolitan Elias Audi — Beirut

Metropolitan Philip and Dr. Elie Salem in a relaxing moment. From the left: Dr. George Farha, Metropolitan Philip, Metropolitan
Elias of Beirut, Metropolitan Spiridon of Zahleh, Metropolitan
Kurban of Tripoli, His Excellency, Ted Katouf, American
Ambassador to Syria



Cross joined Metropolitan
Philip and the clergy of St.
George for the liturgy.
During the Great Doxology
His Eminence ordained
Steven Walker of St. Mary
Church to be a subdeacon.
Steven’s ordination was
coupled with that of the
new Deacon Gregory
Murphy, also of St. Mary
Church. Deacon Gregory’s
wife Suzanne and children
David, Aaron, Adam and
Mariah were all present. It
was also a tremendous
blessing when His
Eminence ordained a son
of the parish, Deacon
Romanos (Ronald) Malouf,
to the holy priesthood. Fr.
Romanos has known that
he wanted to serve Christ
and the Church since the
age of twelve, and it was a
powerful event for him and
his parish family to have
his ordination occur in his
home church. Fr.
Romanos ’ wife Laurie
(Touma) had sewn her
husband’s new ordination
vestments. God grant
Subdeacon Steven, Deacon
Gregory and Fr. Romanos
and their families many
years!

Following the Divine
Liturgy His Eminence
inducted or upgraded six-
teen new members into
the Order of St. Ignatius of
Antioch. Two new mem-
bers were inducted as life
members, and two were
upgraded to the rank of life
member. On Saturday
evening His Eminence had
formally inducted Mr.
Glenn Maurice from St.
Mary Church, Pawtucket,
RI as a knight. One knight
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METROPOLITAN PHILIP
ORDAINS

THREE AND INDUCTS
SIXTEEN AT ST. GEORGE

CHURCH OF BOSTON

H
is Eminence Metro-
politan Philip made

an archpastoral visit to St.
George of Boston on the
weekend of May 11-12,
2002, for the parish ’s
patronal feast. The
Metropolitan’s visit was
one day shorter than usual
because His Eminence par-
ticipated in the dedication
of the new library and
administration building at
St. Vladimir’s Seminary in
New York on Friday before
travelling to Boston. The
weekend was, neverthe-
less, even more joyous and
eventful than most episco-
pal visitations.

The weekend officially
began with Great Vespers
for the feasts of St.
Thomas and the Great
Martyr and Trophybearer
George on Saturday
evening. In addition to the
joy of these feasts the
faithful of the parish also
witnessed the elevation of
Assistant Pastor Fr. Jean
Ojaimi to the dignity of the
archpriesthood. Fr. Jean
has been serving St.
George of Boston since
November, 1999. Although
his Metropolitan in
Lebanon had granted him
the blessing to wear the
pectoral cross, no one had
officially prayed for his ele-
vation, which Metropolitan
Philip was eager and

pleased to do. God grant
Fr. Jean, his wife May, and
his children Hiba, Marina
and Jamal many more
fruitful years of service in
the Lord’s vineyard.

The Co-chairmen for the
weekend ’s festivities,
Subdeacon Douglas Howdy
and Ms. Doha Haidar,
assembled a wonderful
team of volunteers to man-
age the weekend’s celebra-
tions. After Great Vespers
on Saturday evening Mrs.
Joyce Hanna welcomed
everyone to the Grand
Banquet in the church’s
social hall. In addition to
comments by His
Eminence and the pastor,
Fr. Michael Ellias, four sep-
arate youth groups made
special presentations. Lisa
Joseph and Diane Gabrielli
lead the youngest group in
the recitation of poetry
and singing special songs.
A faithful group of pre-
teens known as the Jesus
Youth Fan Club performed
a well rehearsed skit about
giving and self-sacrifice

under the direction of
Amal Hourani and Katie
Lynch-Peters. A group
from the parish’s Arabic-
English School then per-
formed traditional song
and dance numbers under
the direction of Iyad
Ozone and Doha Haidar.
Finally, Teen SOYO per-
formed selections from
Godspell under the direc-
tion of Laila Ellias, on the
theme of this year’s parish
life conferences —
“Inasmuch as you have
done it to one of the least
of these my brethren, you
have done it to me.”

The Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy on Sunday morn-
ing was a glorious and joy-
ful celebration. Fr.
Anthony Hughes of St.
Mary Church, Cambridge,
MA, Fr. Edward Hughes of
St. George Church,
Lawrence, MA, Fr. Nifon
Abraham of Norwood, MA,
Fr. Nicholas Triantafilou,
President of Holy Cross
Seminary, and Fr.
Alkiviadis Calivas of Holy

Ordination of Fr. Romanos Malouf



FAREWELL TO FATHER
TIMOTHY AND LOUISE

FERGUSON

O
n July 28, 2002, St.
George Antiochian

Orthodox Church in New
Kensington, PA presented
a farewell dinner for
Father Timothy and his
wife Khouriye Louise.

Father Timothy had
been the pastor at St.
George since 1997. In
2000, Father Timothy,
family and friends jour-
neyed to the Hogar Rafael
Ayau Orphanage in
Guatemala City. It was the
first of many visits. The
Hogar and Guatemala City
were in dire need of a full-
time priest. Through the
grace of God and with the
blessing of the Antiochian
Archdiocese, Father
Timothy and Khouriye
Louise accepted a two-year
mission in Guatemala City.
With the support of the
Orthodox Christian
Mission Center, Father
Timothy will minister to
the children of the Hogar
and the Orthodox faithful
of the local area.

Dinner was prepared and
donated by the Myrrh
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and one dame were in-
ducted anonymously. The
remaining new knights are
Mr. Norman Dama, Mr.
Bruce J. Jabbour, Dr. Adib
Lakkis, Dr. Fadi Mitri, Mr.
Victor Peters, Mr. James
Rihbany, and Mr. David
Shahood. The remaining
dames are Mrs. Valerie
Irving, Mrs. Mary Jabbour,
and Mrs. Mary Williams.
Mr. Nabil Audy and Dr.
Wahib Saliba upgraded
from knight to life mem-
ber. The new life members
are Mr. Gregory Laham
and Mr. George Jriege.

The parish concluded its
gala weekend with a mag-
nificent brunch following
the Divine Liturgy. As
many as 450 people
attended and heard pre-
sentations from the presi-
dents of the parochial
organizations, the pastor
and Fr. Romanos, and the
encouragement of Metro-
politan Philip. We thank
Almighty God for this
abundance and blessings,
and we eagerly anticipate
Metropolitan Philip’s visit
next year.

Bearing Women’s Society.
Proceeds from the dinner
went fully to Father
Timothy’s mission. Angelea
Allen Mitas, president of
the Myrrh Bearing Women,
was Master of Ceremony.
The program was opened
with the singing of the
“Beatitudes” by the St.
George Choir. Local clergy
in attendance included
Father John Abdalah,
Dean of the Western Penn-
sylvania Deanery and pas-
tor of St. George Pitts-
burgh, Father John
Chakos, OCMC Board
Member and pastor of Holy
Cross Greek Orthodox
Church in Mount Lebanon,
PA, Father Leon Pachis,
pastor of Annunciation
Greek Orthodox Church in
New Kensington, Father
Paul Ziatyk, pastor of St.
John OCA Church, New
Kensington, Father Jason
DelVitto, pastor of St.
George, Bridgeville, PA, Fr.
Christopher Davis of St.
John the Evangelist,
Beaver Falls, PA and Fr.
John Androutsopoulos of
New Kensington. Catholic
and Protestant clergy from
the New Kensington Clergy
Association were also in
attendance. Gifts were pre-
sented to Father Timothy
in support of the mission

by the local churches and
organizations from St.
George in New Kensington.
We were especially blessed
with the presence of eight
children from the Hogar.
The program was closed
with the singing of “God
Grant You Many Years” by
the St. George Choir and
the benediction by the
new pastor of St. George,
Father Joel Gillam.

Father  Timothy and
Louise have touched the
hearts of many in the New
Kensington area, but with
joy we extend our love and
support to their mission at
the Hogar and in
Guatemala.

PASTOR BRINGS
MESSAGE

OF FORGIVENESS TO
WASHINGTON

W
ASHINGTON — As
Pastor Samer

Youssef walked through
the remains of his Los
Altos Hills church after
suspected arsonists burned
it to the ground in April,
he came across charred
remains of the New
Testament that once had
graced the church altar.

Fire had melted the
Bible ’s metal cover and
blackened most of its
pages. But a few survived
— including the verse in
which Jesus instructed his
followers, “if someone
strikes you on the right
cheek … turn the other to
him as well.”

On Wednesday, July 24,
Youssef brought that mes-
sage of forgiveness and
love from California to
Washington, DC, as he
delivered the morning
invocation to the US
House of Representatives.

“Always in the Orthodox

Teens of St. George, Boston perform excerpts from Godspell.



34 The Word

COMMUNIT IES  IN ACTION

church we pray for the
president, the civil author-
ities and the armed forces
everywhere. Maybe this
message of peace, this
message that evil cannot
be overcome except by
good, reaches the hearts of
the members of Congress,”
Youssef said.

It also was a message
that Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-
Palo Alto, said Youssef and
congregants of the
Antiochian Orthodox
Church of the Redeemer
have taken to heart since
the April 7 fire.

Authorities have de-
clared the fire to be the
work of arsonists, but have
not made any arrests in
the case.

“He has never uttered a
cross word of bitterness,”
Eshoo said of Youssef. And,
she said, the outpouring of
financial and emotional
support from Los Altos
Hills residents since the
fire “send a signal to people
across the country that no
one who tries to terrorize
our community will win.”

US Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms,
which investigates all
major church fires, is han-
dling the case. Eshoo and
other lawmakers also have
called on the Department
of Justice to investigate
whether the fire was
specifically directed
against its largely

Palestinian congregation
because of Middle East
tensions.

Since the fire, Youssef
said, congregants have
been meeting in Sunday
school buildings near the
former church grounds.

“The place is overflow-
ing,” he said.

Eshoo said recently that

she invited Youssef to lead
the morning prayer in the
House because the pastor
has been “one of the great-
est sources of pride and
leadership to our commu-
nity.”

The invitation also could
lead to an injection of fed-
eral funds into Los Altos
Hills to rebuild the church.

Introducing Youssef to
congressional leaders after
the opening ceremony,
Eshoo spoke with Rep.
Sam Farr, D-Monterey,
who sits on the House
Appropriations Commit-
tee, and Rep. John
Conyers, D-MI, who has
long been active in investi-
gating arsons at African
American churches.

“Have we ever put
money into rebuilding
churches? Is that a separa-
tion of church and state
issue?” Farr wondered.

“We’ll look into that,” he
promised Youssef. “Thank
you for praying for our
House.”

(Reprinted from San
Mateo County Times, July
25, 2002.)

House of Representatives Chaplain Daniel Coughlin (left) and Rep. Anna Eshoo meet with Father
Samer Youssef, pastor of the Antiochian Orthodox Church of the Redeemer, the Los Altos church that
served a largely Palestinian congregation and was burned to the ground in April.
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HIS BEATITUDE
GREGORIOS III

H
is Beatitude
Gregorios III

(Laham), Melkite Greek
Catholic Patriarch of
Antioch and All the East,
of Alexandria and
Jerusalem, is seen greeting
and welcoming Father
Peter Jacobsen, Locum
Tenens at St. George
Antiochian Orthodox
Church in Danbury, CT.

On May 28, Solemn
Hierarchical Vespers, fol-
lowed by a splendid ban-
quet at St. Ann Melkite
Greek Catholic Church in
Danbury was the occasion
to which Father Peter and
a good number of parish-
ioners of St. George Parish
were invited to mark the
visitation of the patriarch.
There is a good relation-
ship between the two
parishes.

Father Peter will remain
as Locum Tenens at St.
George parish until the
Pastor, Lieutenant Colonel
Father Joseph Longofono,
is released from active
duty in the US Air force
following the disaster of
September 11.

IOCC’S
RACE TO RESPOND

P
ittsburgh, PA (IOCC)
— Shouts of “I-O-C-

C!” echoed off the hills of
southwestern Pennsyl-
vania on Monday, August
5, as the cyclists of the
“Race to Respond” rode
triumphantly into Antioch-
ian Village in rural
Ligonier, PA.

More than 300 people,
including young campers,
greeted the cyclists with

cheers worthy of a rock
concert when the cyclists
approached on a rainy
Monday afternoon.

The visit to the Ortho-
dox Christian campground
was part of the cyclists’
itinerary on Day 3 of the
25-day benefit ride for
International Orthodox
Christians Charities
(IOCC). The five cyclists
are riding cross-country to
raise awareness and sup-
port for the people served
by IOCC throughout the
world.

“We are so excited that
you guys decided to make
a stop here,” said the Rev.
Michael Nasser, camp
director. While three of the
cyclists were at the camp,
the other two visited with
His Eminence Metropoli-
tan Nicholas of the
American Carpatho-
Russian Orthodox Diocese
in Johnstown, PA.

Along the 3,500-mile
race route, the cycling
team is stopping at Ortho-
dox parishes and other
locations to explain the
mission of IOCC on its
10th anniversary. Since

1992, IOCC has brought
more than $140 million in
humanitarian assistance to
people suffering from nat-
ural disasters, war and
poverty in 21 countries.

On August 5, the excite-
ment at Antiochian Village
was palpable even before
the cyclists arrived. “All
summer long we’ve been
talking to the campers
about what IOCC is doing
(with the ‘Race to
Respond’),” said Christa
Shalhoub, 20, of Livonia,
MI, a counselor at the
camp. “To have you guys
here is one of the biggest
thrills of the summer.”

Once the cyclists ar-
rived, the campers chant-
ed “I-O-C-C” over and
over again. A large sign
read “Welcome IOCC
Riders.” “This gives us the
strength to continue our
ride,” said cyclist Kon-
stantin Kanelis, 35, of
Munich, Germany. After
the cyclists addressed the
crowd, Fr. Michael offered
prayers for their safety. He
noted that some campers
have family in the West
Bank, where IOCC has

been active assisting vul-
nerable Palestinians
caught in the violence of
the last two years.

Fr. Michael presented a
check of $1,570 to IOCC
on behalf of all the
campers this summer.
“Thank you for sharing
your journey with us [and]
your commitment,” he
said.

The cyclists hoped to
ride about 130 miles a day
in order to reach San
Francisco by August 27.

Their itinerary included
a stop at Holy Trans-
figuration Monastery in
Ellwood City, PA on August
6, during the Monastery’s
annual pilgrimage.
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