December 13th

Herman of Alaska, Enlightener of the Aleuts
Stichera at the Aposticha at Vespers
Byzantine Chant Tone 5

Special Melody: Rejoice Adapted by Dn. John El Massih
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1) Thou  didst ac - cept long ex - ile for Christ,
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to bring to knowl-edge them that once_ slept in ig - no - rance;
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and no toil or trib-u - la - tion de-terred thy mar - vel - ous zeal
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to con - sole thé Al - euts_ in their ev - 'ty grief.
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The more flesh-ly vi-sion failed, all the more__ were thine in-ward eyes
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giv -en the vi - sion of a Proph - et to guide a - right,
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tell - ing things to come and fore - warn - ing the proud of heart.
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Where - fore, thy might-y works were crowned, a peo - ple was saved through thee,
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and from the seeds of thy SOW - ing, the  fruit of
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mar -  tyr - dom graced our land, re - joic - ing the plant - er,
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and with joy, O Her-man, thou__ didst re - quest his prayer for thee.
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2)Re - joice, O Her - man, dwell - ing of  God,
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Va - laam both old and new re - joice _ at thy mem - o - ry;
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the New World and Ho -ly Rus - sia both claim thy grace as their own,
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one be - ing thy moth - er, one thy child in Christ.
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Re-joice, eye of proph-e - cy, scourge of de - mons, the An-gels' friend;
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down-fall of 1 - dols, death of pas - sions, bright flame of prayer,
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nev - er - fail - ing fount of the kind - est be - nef - i- cence.
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Thou wast the new A - pos-tle of God's love to theé Al - eut tribes;
H D ' v N
o
oJ
and thine own coun - try - men al - so  didst thou turn
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back__  from un - god - li - ness; and all with thanks - giv -  ing
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sang thy praise as their com - pas - sion-ate heal -er in the Lord.
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3) Thou didst con - trol  both wa - ter and fire,
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mak - ing the el - e - ments to serve__  thee, God's ser - vi - tor;
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the An - gels came out of Heav - en to bless the wa - ters for thee,
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and  at thy de - cease, they  took thee up in  light.
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The wild beasts per-ceived in thee  that which Ad - am lost an-cient-ly,
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and they re - vered thee, show-ing lov - ing o - be - di- ence,
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while thé un - clean fiends fled with ter - ror at thy re - buke.
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Clothed in__ the Ho -ly Spir -it with the pow - er of mir - a - cles,
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thou wast the meek - est of ser - vants, con - sol - ing
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all__  and sub - du - ing all with Christ - like af - fec -  tion
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that was man - i - fest in la - bors be-yond the strength of man.
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