December 21st

Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ
Stichera at the Aposticha at Vespers

Byzantine Chant Tone 2

Special melody: O house of Ephratha Adapted by Dn. John El Massih
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1) Now are the proph-e - cies ful-filled of all___  the Proph-ets;
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born__  Christ, from Mar -y, the pure Child of God.
Verse: God cometh from Teman, the Holy One from the mountain overshadowed by the forest.
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2) Ven - 'ra - ble Beth - le-hem, thou glo-ry of__  thé earth-born,
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their boast and  ex - al - ta - tion, re - ceive now thy Cre -
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- a - to, O moth-er - cit -y of our God
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Verse: O Lord, I have heard of the report of Thee and was afraid; I considered Thy works and was amazed.
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3) Lo, now the Fa - ther's Word, through Whom all things were brought forth,
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ap - pear - eth as one Per - son, come forth out of two
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na -  tures, with - out pas - sion and change-less - ly.
Verse: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages
of ages. Amen.
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4)O town of Beth - le-hem, make read-y for_  thy Mak -er,
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pre - pare the cave___ and man - ger, and swad - dling clothes; for,
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short - ly He com-eth to be__born in thee.
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