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editor’s letter

Wouldn’t life be easier if we knew how things
would turn out before we started? Wouldn’t it be
nice to know where we would work, and everything that we would do before we went to college? Wouldn’t it be comforting to know that our
kids would all grow up to be responsible Christians and good citizens before we had them? Such
might give us a sense of comfort and take away
some anxiety and fear.
Concerning the greater scheme of things, we
know how the story ends. We know that the Risen
Christ comes again and saves those who choose
Him. We know that the tomb of Christ is forever
empty and that God has grafted those who have
called upon His name to Himself through the One,
Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. We know
that His love for us is immeasurable and that He
forgives us and He delights in us like a good parent. We know that God is great and that God is
good. We know He chooses to save us and that He
loves us. So how can it be, that we don’t act like
God is good or that He knows us and cares for us
from our mother’s womb? How can it be that we
simply don’t take Him at His word?
We certainly sing that Christ is Risen! We sing
it over and over again. We certainly know that
the tomb is empty: who would steal away a naked
corpse? We surely trust the witness of the Apostles: who would risk their lives to witness to a lie?
It makes sense that God would not lie to us. Even
those who enjoy conspiracy theories would not
believe that a six-thousand-year story of prophecies and witness was a conspiracy. How can it
be, then, that we don’t act as though God were in
control, and that He loved us? How can it be that
we argue in the Church as if the Church were just
a club and there were no God?
Have we taken for granted, mistakenly, that
people understand what we believe? Just because we go to the Liturgy and hear and sing the
truths revealed to us by God, doesn’t mean that
we automatically believe or understand them.
Just because someone says the Creeds, doesn’t
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Again I Say,
Rejoice!

mean that he ever listened or processed the messages of them. I think we need to give ourselves
the time it takes to listen to the messages of the
Church and respond to them internally. I think
we need to process the ramifications of Church
teachings, and connect the dots, to grasp that
God really does love us, that He really is good,
that He acts through the Church and through His
people, and that He chooses to give us gifts of
love and salvation.
Don’t be afraid to look for God in your daily life. Don’t be surprised to find Him in your
Church relationship. Don’t be shocked when you
meet the incarnate Word when you read His word
(the Bible) and eat heavenly food in the Eucharist. The story that we have been reciting for two
thousand consistent years of proclamation, worship and Christian life is shown to be true. God
will show Himself to you, but you need to quiet
yourself down, to study the truth and to interact
with God and His people. This isn’t rocket science, but it does take effort, an open mind and a
clean heart.
The rewards to this effort are simply heavenly.
Christ is Risen!
Bishop JOHN
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On Forgiveness

Sometimes the term forgiveness is used so broadly, generally or carelessly, that our very idea of it
becomes fuzzy. It helps, then, to distinguish forgiveness from other things. For example, it is good
always to be disposed, or to be ready, to forgive, but forgiveness is not an indifference to the slights
we may suffer, an intention simply to be “above it all.” Now it is a good thing to have a thick skin, a
natural indifference to people looking at us cross-wise, a giving to others the benefit of the doubt
for their tone, or their way of putting things.
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I’m sorry..........I forgive you

We all know people who are hyper-sensitive;
they read something hostile into someone’s
tone of voice, or they wonder why they were not
approached when everybody else was, or they see
a slight when they are overlooked for some honor,
or they are disturbed by a frown or a laugh. It is
good, if we are sensitive like this, to think, “That’s
probably nothing. It doesn’t mean anything. Until
somebody says something, I’m not going to jump
to conclusions.” It’s good, if we are thin-skinned,
to be charitable to others, which means to assume
that they do not really mean to harm us, unless
we have strong evidence to the contrary. But this,
as good as it is, is not forgiveness. Rather, it is
forbearance.
Forgiveness is concrete, in that it is something
like a transaction. Perhaps it can take place without words, but it is better if it is spoken. A man
drinks way too much at night, and in a drunken
stupor he says his wife is . . . well, he abuses his
wife verbally. She avoids him and goes to bed. In
the morning they wake up, and he has forgotten
everything, or at least the details. To atone for
what he has a vague memory of, he brings her
coffee and breakfast in bed. Nothing more is said
about his abuse. Equilibrium seems to be re-established. But does this involve forgiveness – him
asking, her giving? Forgiveness is a concrete action, in which someone says “I’m sorry,” and another person says, “I forgive you.” Sometimes the
precise formulation of “I forgive you” varies – it
can be as hard for someone to say, as it often is
for a man to tell the woman he loves that he loves
her. “That’s OK,” might be all the hurt party can
manage – but here is real, concrete forgiveness.
True peace is established between them, on the
matter of this hurt, in any case.
What do we mean when we say, “I’m sorry”? Is
it complete capitulation to someone with whom
we are arguing? “You’re entirely right in everything you say; I’m entirely wrong”? Is it an admission that everything is your fault? No. It’s an
honest admission that you know you have done
or said something in particular that is objectively wrong, and it is only that. I have had an argument with my wife, where I have said, in a brief
cessation of domestic hostilities, “I’m sorry I said
(so-and-so); it’s not true, and I’m sorry.” She has
accepted my apology. Then I have followed it up
by saying, “I still think, however,” so-and-so. And

we have argued on, until we resolved whatever
the problem was.
Is this qualified apology false? I suspect that
we have all seen false apologies. Somebody apologizes for something, and waits for the other person to reciprocate, and the other person gives a
very stingy or grudging apology in return. It looks
like a way of continuing the argument, of gaining
the moral high ground, with a nice Christian veneer. Is this forgiveness? Perhaps it is, for someone who is just learning how to forgive and ask
forgiveness. But one can apologize sincerely and
completely for saying or doing something that was
wrong and hurtful, without agreeing one hundred
percent with the other person. And one should
do so. It is more important to be right with God
and the other person, than to win an argument or
resolve things in the way you think is best.
We see an example of this in Scripture: St.
Paul, facing his accusers, “looked straight at the
Sanhedrin and said, ‘My brothers, I have fulfilled
my duty to God in all good conscience to this
day.’ At this the high priest Ananias ordered those
standing near Paul to strike him on the mouth.
Then Paul said to him, ‘God will strike you, you
whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge me according to the law, yet you yourself violate the
law by commanding that I be struck!’ Those who
were standing near Paul said, ‘How dare you insult God’s high priest!’ Paul replied, ‘Brothers,
I did not realize that he was the high priest;
for it is written: “Do not speak evil about the
ruler of your people”’” (Acts 23:1–5). This is a
morally and politically complex situation, and it
is not clear that St. Paul is simply apologizing.
There is an element of excuse-giving here, but it
is legitimate: Paul didn’t know who had ordered
him struck. In any case, St. Paul’s response when
rebuked was to admit that he was wrong to wish
that God would strike this man, a ruler of the
people, even though this man broke his own Law
and had his underlings smack the saint unjustly.
For St. Paul, it was important to do what was
right, and to rectify whatever he had done that
was wrong. This was how he lived “in all good
conscience to this day.”
I gave an example of reciprocal apologies
above, one apology leading to another on the
other side. This raises the question, If forgiveness
is like a transaction, is it a tit-for-tat affair? If I
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On Forgiveness

apologize, should I expect the other person to do
so for what he may have said or done? No. We forgive, because we are forgiven by God. (“Be kind
and compassionate to one another, forgiving each
other, just as in Christ God forgave you” [Ephesians 4:32]. Cf. “In this is love, not that we have
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to
be the propitiation for our sins” [1 John 4:10]).
He offers freely to forgive us, and we actively
and freely receive from Him. If we are forgiven
by the Triune God, the One who matters more
than anyone else, then we are free to risk embarrassment and humiliation by asking someone to
forgive us, someone who may harden his heart
against us and say, effectively, “What you did was
unforgiveable,” or, “Well – I should think so!” You
don’t answer for that other person before God
on the Last Day, but you do answer for yourself,
and God calls you to forgive and to seek forgiveness. Oftentimes, of course, when we truly apologize, hearts are softened, and the other person
acknowledges that something he said or did, too,
was wrong, and forgiveness is mutual. But we do
not apologize expecting something in return. We
thank God when we are forgiven by the other person, and we find a measure of peace within – we
have done the right thing. Perhaps, thank God,
we have the blessing of peace between us and the
other person.
What do we do when we find it impossible
to forgive? Someone has hurt us deeply, and we
can hardly think of them without anger or hurt
welling up. One thing we cannot do, is to excuse
ourselves. Jesus suffered the greatest hurt in taking the sins of the world upon Himself and dying
for us. He asked God to forgive even those who
crucified Him – the Lord of Glory! We cannot say

to ourselves that we cannot forgive, that our hurt
is special. But it can be very hard. Forgiveness
can be hard because whatever caused the original
pain is brought up between you and the other person again; if it hurt once, it hurts even to think of
it again. A friend of mine had a hard time forgiving his father for many hurts over many years. He
was not ready, he thought, to forgive his father.
(His father even may have passed away at this
point. I don’t recall.) A counselor suggested that
he pray that God would merely make him ready to
forgive his father. He started to pray that, something along the lines of “Lord, I can’t forgive him,
but help me to be willing to forgive him.” He and
his father had the same name, and when he used
to sign a check, he would get inexplicably angry at seeing his father’s name. Some time after
praying that God might help him to forgive, he
wrote his, and his father’s, name at the bottom
of a check, and was not angry. His deep anger towards his father had dissipated. Even if he could
not forgive his father in person, he could let his
anger go. He was ready to forgive. Sometimes it
takes time.
What do we think when we hear that we need
to “forgive ourselves”? Perhaps it would be better to say that we need to allow ourselves to be
forgiven. If God will forgive us – and He will –
then who are we to say No? And our judgments
about ourselves aren’t always right; in fact, they
can be quite far off the mark. We can feel guilty,
especially when we are young, when we have not
in fact done something wrong, and sometimes we
can be blissfully ignorant of something wrong we
have done, or indifferent about it when we realize
it. The heart that judges itself can be hard, foolish
or confused. Guilt is objective, because it has to
do with what we do or think or say; guilt feelings
can point to the truth, but they can’t always be
trusted. Strangely enough, you and I are not the
most important person in our own lives – God is.
His opinion of us matters more than that of any
other person, including our own.
So talk about “forgiving yourself” may have to
do with these generalized guilt feelings and with
bad mental habits we can fall into. How many little
children think that it was their disobedience that
caused a parent to get sick and die? Of course,
children should be obedient, but God does not
punish their disobedience by killing their parents,

V. Rev. George Alberts

or there would be no parents – and no children. Yet similarly, some
people are led to think by how they were raised, or by how their
spouses have treated them, that, in fact, they are not God’s good
creation, that the last word about them is that they are irresponsible, selfish, vicious, nasty and so forth, and that everything they
do is wrong or inadequate. They have “internalized” these judgments, they have made these judgments of their character their
own. While everyone at one time or another has done something
that needs to be forgiven, we do best to bring these to the only
God, the God who is there, and believe Him who is “faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
We need to be forgiven, when we need it, for what we have
done, not for who we are. At times we may be vain, irresponsible, selfish, malicious, or vicious – but God loves us nonetheless
and, if we let Him, will transform us from one degree of glory to
another. We don’t know ourselves well enough to pronounce judgment upon ourselves. If we do, we are likely to follow the Pharisee
with his self-congratulation: “I thank Thee, Lord, that I am not
like other men . . .” (Luke 18:11 ff.) So St. Paul writes, “I do not
even judge myself. For I am not aware of anything against myself,
but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me” (I
Corinthians 4:3-5).
Just as we do not apologize for our character, for who we are,
we do not apologize for our feelings. While feelings can arise from
our weakness – pride or fear, say – the feelings are morally neutral
in themselves. Anger itself cannot be a sin, for Jesus was angry
when he drove the money-changers out of the Temple. (Otherwise
his action would be mere play-acting, a less-than-human response
to corruption in the heart of Israel’s worship.) St. Paul says, “Be
angry, but do not sin. Do not let the sun go down on your wrath,”
that is, don’t go to bed angry (Ephesians 4:26). The problem with
anger is that when we are really angry we sometimes say or do
things that we regret, that we know afterwards, when we have
calmed down, were not right.
Why does Jesus tell Peter that he must forgive someone who
apologizes, even seventy times seven times, that is, without limit?
(Matthew 18:21-22). Wouldn’t we despair, if someone kept committing the same offence against us over and over again, and each
time he came back, saying he was sorry? The amazing thing is not
that the person doesn’t seem to change – we are used to that! It
is that he repents, over and over. We are the man coming back to
God seventy times seven times, always with the same “I’m sorry.”
We may despair of ourselves, but God does not despair of us.
Neither can we despair of our neighbor.
Chris Humphrey
St. George Orthodox Cathedral, Oakland (Pittsburgh)

daily devotions
MAY 2012

1.	ACTS 8:5-17; JOHN 6:27-33
2.	ACTS 8:18-25; JOHN 6:35-39
3. ACTS 8:26-39; JOHN 6:40-44
4. ACTS 8:40-9:19; JOHN 6:48-54
5.	ACTS 9:20-31; JOHN 15:17-16:2
6. ACTS 9:32-42; JOHN 5:1-15
7.	ACTS 10:1-16; JOHN 6:56-69
8. 1 JOHN 1:1-7; JOHN 19:25-27, 21:24-25
9.	ACTS 14:6-18; JOHN 7:14-30
10.	ACTS 10:34-43; JOHN 8:12-20
11.	HEBREWS 7:26-8:2; MATTHEW 5:14-19
12.	ACTS 12:1-11; JOHN 8:31-42
13. ACTS 11:19-26, 29-30; JOHN 4:5-42
14. ACTS 12:12-17; JOHN 8:42-51
15.	ACTS 12:25-13:12; JOHN 8:51-59
16.	ACTS 13:13-24; JOHN 6:5-14
17. ACTS 14:20-27; JOHN 9:39-10:9
18.	ACTS 15:5-34; JOHN 10:17-28
19.	ACTS 15:35-41; JOHN 10:27-38
20. ACTS 16:16-34; JOHN 9:1-38
21. ACTS 26:1-5, 12-20; JOHN 10:1-9
22. ACTS 17:19-28; JOHN 12:19-36
23. ACTS 18:22-28; JOHN 12:36-47
24.	ACTS 1:1-12; LUKE 24:36-53
ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
25.	ACTS 19:1-8; JOHN 14:1-11 (FAST)
26. ACTS 20:7-12; JOHN 14:10-21
27. ACTS 20:16-18, 28-36; JOHN 17:1-13
28. ACTS 21:8-14; JOHN 14:27-15:7
29.	ACTS 21:26-32; JOHN 16:2-13
30. ACTS 23:1-11; JOHN 16:15-23 (FAST)
31. ACTS 25:13-19; JOHN 16:23-33
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Recently, in my
pastoral ministry,
a mother in my

A Mother’s Letter to Her
Children on Marriage
My dear children,
I realize that you are far from getting married,
but I think now is a good time for you to learn
about marriage, since you either have met, or will
be meeting, people who interest you. And now is
a great time to think about what would be good
traits in a future partner. If you have in mind what
to look for, over time you can gain experience
that will help you when the time comes. After all,
marriage is an important decision, a life-maker
or life-breaker in terms of happiness. A proverb
in the Bible says that being married to a quarrelsome wife is like living with a constant drip
of rain on your head. If you look around at how
many people end up divorcing, you will see how
poor people can be at choosing, or how mistaken
they can be about God’s intention for marriage.
Whether you stay single or marry someone,
the goal of your whole life is to become like God.
He already created you in His image, but sin in
us and in the world has marred this image. Your
mission, “if you choose to accept it,” is to restore
the beautiful and holy image of God in you. It is
your choice whether you pursue your life’s aim as
a single person, or with someone else as a married person.

8 The Word

parish shared
with me the following letter, written
to her maturing
children.

Marriage is a holy sacrament, full of God’s
grace and blessing within the Church. It is a sacrifice, in which two people choose to give up their
lives for each other. Ideally, each person should
act selflessly in loving her husband, or his wife. In
doing so, each gives everything to the other, and
the needs of each are met. Giving should not be
one-sided, so that one person is always receiving
and the other is always giving. That would be a
recipe for disaster, because the giving person will
“burn out” and his or her needs will go unmet by
the selfish person.
Marriage is not what the movies portray –
some kind of endless romantic fantasy, or constant “hot” love-making. Of course, there can
be moments like those in the movies, or times
when you feel like the love songs you hear, but
most often life together is a work to accomplish,
something to carry out in an honorable way before God, a giving oneself up to love and serve
another. And it can be lots of fun! It can also be
full of ups and downs. When an Orthodox Christian marriage works the way it is designed to, in
humility and love, with dependence on God as
individuals and as a couple, it is a most beautiful union, with life, breath, forgiveness, and grace
that come from God. It is much more beautiful
than any movie or song you will ever see or hear.
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That is the kind of marriage I wish for you.
Although I don’t believe that dating is essential and, indeed, that it sometimes can be unhelpful, I think it is all right when it is done within
the framework of our Orthodox beliefs. The best
way to date is in the context of group activities,
where one can see the other person in “unpressured” social contexts. This kind of dating can let
you discover the traits of a potential mate, without the pressure of a serious relationship. It may
give you a chance, too, to practice communicating with someone of the opposite sex, and acting
unselfishly towards him or her. We must work on
these to prepare for a healthy relationship with
the person we wish to marry eventually. It is not
always easy to see what someone is really like. It
takes time and wisdom, and feedback from those
who know you well. At this point in your lives,
you should be open to meeting different people,
have fun, enjoy life, and learn what type of person
suits you best.
Perhaps the best thing to do is to pray and look
for the following things when you meet people:

1.

This person understands that his or her own
relationship to God is vital. Your spouse should
have a life-giving relationship with God, because
all human beings make mistakes and will fail each
other at times. Only God can give us what we
need in those moments.

2.

He or she understands the importance of
the sacraments of the Holy Church. These have
been put in place long ago by the Lord and passed
on faithfully by our forefathers as safeguards for
a life of peace and blessedness before our God
who made us. Trust this as a good way of life; it
will not fail you!

3.
4.
5.

This person will encourage you in your relationship to God and the Church, as opposed to
discouraging you, or standing in the way of it.
He or she is generally unselfish, and not
self-centered.
This person, you believe, fits or matches
you, or is compatible with your personality, interests, and way of thinking.
Consider also your potential spouse’s emo-

tional health, which is important to a happy relationship. It is true that very person is emotionally
broken in some respect. We have these deficiencies or “holes” because we are born into a fallen
world, with fallen parents, who have made mistakes, and we ourselves make mistakes. Healthy
people are aware of what they lack, and how this
deficiency drives them, so they can keep it from
destroying themselves and their relationships.
This self-knowledge engenders the blessed virtue
of humility, called the “mother of all the other virtues.” The proper place to bring our brokenness
is to God, who heals us, comforts us, and gives
us what we need to be loving, unselfish people to
others, in spite of our brokenness.
When someone does not bring this brokenness to God, it drives him or her in relationships.
He or she will be compelled to fill the emptiness
through another. A partner can fill it to some degree, but not completely. Commonly, the partner
becomes overwhelmed trying to fix the spouse’s
brokenness or to fill up his or her need. Consequently, the unhealthy person rarely, if ever, is in
the frame of mind to think of the partner first, and
to meet his or her needs, so the end result is the
same as being married to a self-centered person.
Be cautious if a relationship feels like it’s mostly
or all “about him” or “about her.” You will not be
happy in the long run. Beware someone who is
extremely needy, overly fearful, regularly worried
or anxious, suffocatingly dependent, controlling,
pushy, or constantly angry.
I offer these guidelines to you, having tried
for many years to live the Christian faith, having
met many people, and having been married for 26
years. If you should find someone with the traits
that I have suggested, then you will have found
someone with whom I believe you could be very
happy. Right now, while you are still discovering
what your future will be, it’s not too early to learn
what is important in the person who may be your
best friend for life. When you think about your
life, pray! Hold your future before the Lord! Surrender all this – whom you meet, what school you
will attend, what career you will have, whether or
not you will marry – to your God, who made you
and knows you perfectly, and He will guard and
guide you into a path of peace.

Marriage is a holy
sacrament, full of
God’s grace and
blessing within
the Church. It is a
sacrifice, in which
two people choose
to give up their
lives for each other.
Ideally, each person
should act selflessly
in loving her husband, or his wife.

Love, Mom
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Antiochian Heritage Foundation
The Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
The mission of the Antiochian Heritage Foundation is to encourage the faithful to support,
spirituallyy and financially, our hierarchs, clergy, churches and programs, as they preserve the
Antiochian Orthodox heritage and to pass it o to future generations.

“The Archdiocese has another department?
“How much does it cost?
“What is it for?
“What’s in it for me?”
Even before these questions, perhaps you asked,
“Why do we need an Archdiocese? Our parish
is doing just fine on its own.” This last question
would point to the very reason and purpose for
this Foundation – to re-energize the laity of our
Archdiocese regarding the hierarchal nature of
our faith and its relevance to our future in this
country.
V. Reverend Economos Antony Gabriel,
Chair of the Department, offers the following observations:
What is so unique about the Antiochian Archdiocese is that it was established by the laity. In
1885 St. Raphael came to the United States, in
1904 was consecrated Bishop in Brooklyn, and
then proceeded to establish 30 parishes. He died
young, as did other bishops who succeeded him.
Metropolitan PHILIP is the longest-serving Bishop in the history of the Archdiocese. The legacy
of this Archdiocese will be that we have embraced
the spirit of going forward; standing still is death.
We must continue to do everything in our power,
which comes from God, to continue our forward
progress, not for our own glory or the glory of
the Metropolitan, but for the glory of God and in
honor of our founders who came to this country
penniless. When Metropolitan ANTHONY died in
1966, the Archdiocese consisted of 66 parishes.
Now we have 265 parishes. If the Church is not
a missionary Church, then it is dead. The ministry of the laity is more important than that of the
priests. The priests are confined to the parish, but
the laity has the whole world as its parish.
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On October 6, 2011, members of the Foundation met with Metropolitan PHILIP at the Archdiocese offices to discuss the strategy behind the
Foundation’s exciting plans to promote the vision
and legacy of the Metropolitan and our God-protected Archdiocese. We sought approval to begin
the process of connecting the people of our Archdiocese to the challenges and victories of our history in America, which have led to the true glory
of the present.
In attendance at the meeting were the Department Chairman, Economos Antony Gabriel,
Co-Chairman Dan Abraham, and members David
Ghiz, Philip Saliba, Steve Adams and Nick Reid.
Metropolitan PHILIP spoke in an inspiring way
of his beginnings, and indicated some of the purposes behind many of his key visions over the
past 45 years. The members were given a clear
understanding so that this project can preserve
the foundations and accomplishments of Metropolitan PHILIP’s vision and work, and so that
they could develop a clear strategy to communicate these to the communities around the country.
Metropolitan PHILIP gave a brief synopsis of
the history of our Archdiocese and our challenges
for the future.
“The history of the Antiochian Archdiocese can be divided into three eras:
1. “The period of immigration: this was the most
difficult time, because resources were limited;
nonetheless, the Church grew because the people were God-fearing people who believed that
the Church was the most important foundation
for their family’s future in this country.
2. “The period of organization: the Board of Trustees was formed along with SOYO. After World
War II there was a movement to the faith. The
Youth movement did wonderful things.

3. “The period of spiritual maturity: It is imperative that the family and the Church work together. It is important to get the clergy to focus
on the younger generation’s problems. The
clergy must embrace the people and connect
with the youth. Young parents oftentimes do
not have time to meet, be with and eat with
their children. Programs are needed to reach
them.
“There was a time when young people learned
about their church from their parents. When you
love a child, he looks at the world as a friendly
world. I saw this as a priest. When I became Metropolitan I wanted to do something for the children and put them together, away from home,
to play, pray, and make them feel loved by the
Church. This was the beginning of what is now
the Antiochian Village and Camp. I want our
people and all who seek our faith to come to the
Heritage and Learning Center to learn about our
heritage and understand the importance of preserving it for our children’s future.
“Visions remain, but lack the resources and
money to turn them into reality. Money is a means
to our worthy ends. I believe in my heart without
any doubt that the Antiochian laity will give when
they understand our past and the necessity to preserve our legacy for the future of our children.”
The Antiochian Heritage Foundation has a
clear mission to share with our faithful the history
of our Archdiocese so we can understand our role
in preserving its future.
The Orthodox faith is hierarchal. Our bishops
are consecrated by the laying on of hands which
started from the Apostles and has continued
for two thousand years. Christ commanded the
Apostles to build His church on the rock which
He established. Our churches are not islands in
themselves, but part of the original Church which
Christ founded. Our hierarchy brings consistency and insures that our faith remains as Christ
intended. Each parish and mission today and
every one that shall come to be in the future are
all part of something larger and more powerful.
Our structure insures that our faith cannot be
compromised.
This is our legacy, but also our direction for
the future. Our Church must be a living Church

to serve the needs of the faithful. The Antiochian Archdiocese has a strong foundation with its
various lay organizations, church school, camps,
evangelism, youth ministry, choirs, chanters,
theological training, and financial support for our
priests and their spouses.
When we give alms, we give of ourselves and
have the opportunity to change peoples’ lives.
Our Antiochian Archdiocese is the foundation
from which each parish and each individual fashions a future. Our message is simple – each Antiochian Orthodox must assume his or her individual
responsibility to insure that the legacy of our
humble roots and of our Metropolitan PHILIP are
preserved through a strong and vibrant Antioch
ian Archdiocese which serves its people and leads
them on the path that Christ has chosen for us.
What does a “strong and vibrant” Archdiocese
mean? It means having the financial resources to
provide for today and insure a Christ-centered
future, especially in light of the secularization of
our country. We are not a government, nor are we
a secular charity. We exist because Christ deemed
it so, and it is up to each of us to heed the call
of the Lord to build “on the foundation of the

“Blessed are those who give without remembering, and blessed
are those who receive without forgetting.”
– Metropolitan PHILIP

a postles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being
the chief cornerstone.”
Dan Abraham, David Ghiz
Contact:
Economos Antony Gabriel – Chairman
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
555-575 Jean-Talon East
Montreal (Quebec) Canada H2R 1T8
514-276-8533
heritagefoundation@antiochian.org
www.antiochian.org/planning
Dan Abraham – Co-Chairman
Advisory Committee: Stephen Q. Adams, Thomasine Ilyas Alvarez
Peter Dacales, Kh. Lynn Gabriel, David Ghiz, Khalil E. Kardous
Michael R. Karolle, Robert H. Laham, Albert Mokhiber
Paul Mokhiber, Nick Reid, Philip Saliba, Justin Sayfie.
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Christian Churches Together
Meet in Memphis
Christian Churches Together in the USA (CCT) completed its sixth annual
meeting in Memphis, Tennessee, February 14–17, 2012. Some 85 church and organizational leaders, representing 36 African-American, Catholic, Historic
Protestant, Evangelical/Pentecostal and Orthodox churches and 6 Christian
organizations (American Bible Society, Bread for the World, Evangelicals for
Social Action, Habitat For Humanity, Sojourners and World Vision) met to discern together how CCT should respond to racism and poverty now. This was
the theme of last year’s annual meeting (which was held in Birmingham) and
it was decided to continue the theme this year, drawing on the historical
resources of Memphis.

The participants visited the National Civil Rights Museum/Lorraine Motel
(site of Dr. King’s murder), the Slave Haven Museum (an Underground Railroad safe house),
and the historic Mason Temple where Dr. King
delivered his “Mountain Top” speech. We heard
an inspiring sermon from Bishop Claire Burkat
(ELCA) to begin our time together. Dr. Bernard
LaFayette (co-founder of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee, or SNCC, and Freedom Rider), presented the non-violent underpinnings of Dr. King’s movement. Dr. Albert Raboteau (Princeton) provided insight into the biblical
foundations of Dr. King’s “Letter From Birmingham Jail.” Dr. Virgil Wood (Virginia organizer for
the Washington March), challenged the church to
go beyond equality to seek equity. David Beckmann (Bread for the World) brought good news
regarding the success of the Circle of Protection
designed to protect the “safety net” for the poorest Americans. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson (Presbyterian Church USA) challenged us to understand
the bigoted underpinnings of much of the current
political rhetoric. Dr. Frank Thomas (Mississippi
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Boulevard Christian Church, Disciples of Christ),
brought a challenge to true sacrifice in the face
of the current economic inequities. We together,
men and women of many colors and ethnicities,
worshiped and sought to understand better and to
organize more effectively to combat racism and
poverty in America.
During the week, there were reports heard
from those who had participated in the Sankofa
Journey, sponsored by the Evangelical Covenant
Church, which pairs riders of different races and
ethnicities on a three-day bus trip from Chicago
to Birmingham, Montgomery, Jackson, Memphis
and back to Chicago. The time on the bus between historical sites of the civil rights movement
is spent talking and viewing video resources. As
one participant, Wendy McFadden of the Church
of the Brethren, reported, “It was a journey to the
past that begins to free us to move forward together. And that is what Sankofa means.”
Dr. Jeff Farmer (Open Bible Churches) and
Steve Hass (World Vision) informed us about the

anti-malaria work that is being done by Evangelical Pentecostal churches as well as by Historic
Protestants and others. There were also reports
from leaders of the Global Christian Forum:
Nicta LuBaale of Kenya, Larry Miller of France,
and Wes Granberg-Michaelson of the U.S. Archbishop KARIM (Syrian Orthodox) gave a report
on the situation in Syria, and Dr. Sam Wanis and
Father John Paul Abdelsayed of the Coptic Orthodox Church gave a report on the situation in
Egypt, on behalf of Bishop SERAPION who was
in Egypt. Dick Hamm reported on the Christian
Unity Summit which participants in four Christian
unity organizations attended in January: Christian
Churches Together in the USA, Churches Uniting
in Christ, the National Association of Evangelicals, and the National Council of Churches.

CCT meetings are marked by five worship services, each in a form typical of one of the five
“families” of churches. Also, in small groups of
five, participants share their personal spiritual
journey and are prayed for in turn. These practices, along with casual conversations and more
structured encounters, help participants to understand better one another’s traditions and to increase trust in one another – an essential element
in an organization that represents the broadest
regular gathering of national church leaders in
the country.
Seven seminarians and young church leaders,
representing four different traditions, participated in all or part of the four-day meeting.
Bishop Denis Madden (Baltimore) was elected
president of the Catholic family. Bishop Sharon
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Zimmerman Rader (United Methodist Church)
was elected president of the Historic Protestant
family, and Gary Walter (Evangelical Covenant
Church) was elected president of the Evangelical/
Pentecostal family. Dr. Stephen Thurston (National Baptist Convention of America, Inc.) continues
as president of the African-American family and
Father Leonid Kishkovsky (Orthodox Church in
America) continues as president of the Orthodox
family and as moderator of CCT. The five “families” are simply to insure that each perspective is
heard from adequately in dialogue. CCT is governed by consensus decision-making.
Rev. Russell Meyer, Executive Director of the
Florida Council of Churches, led the meeting in
a discernment process which resulted in the following statement, issued by a consensus of the
participants.
Statement from the Annual Meeting of
Christian Churches Together in the USA
February 17, 2012
One in Christ for the Sake of All

Representatives of the churches and organizations of Christian Churches Together in the
United States assembled in Memphis, February
14–17, 2012, to respond to one question:
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How might the Holy Spirit use the witness
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and his
Letter from the Birmingham Jail to help the
church live the Gospel more fully and proclaim it more faithfully?
In our time together, our hearts and our minds
have been engaged by Jesus’ announcement that
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.
Companions of Dr. King have shared with us
their first-hand experience in the Civil Rights
movement and of their continuing work. We reconnected with the story of the students on the
Freedom Ride. We journeyed to Slave Haven Museum and confronted the national memory of the
slave trade, the millions of Africans who lost their
lives or their freedom in the forced journey from
Africa to the New World. We visited the Lorraine
Motel and the National Civil Rights Museum, coming face to face again with the things that neces-

sitated the Civil Rights movement and the Poor
People’s Campaign. We recognized our call to the
“fierce urgency of now” that Dr. King named.
We declare unequivocally that racism, extreme wealth disparity, injustice and poverty, and
violence are inextricably linked together. Dr. King
said that “the giant triplets of racism, extreme
materialism, and militarism are incapable of being conquered” when “profit motives and property rights are considered more important than
people.” We call upon the church to say and act
unambiguously for people. An anti-racist church
advocates for equity, pursues justice and embodies non-violence. We know this. We have experienced the reality of God’s in-breaking kingdom
in our relationships with each other. Gathered by
the Spirit, as children of Our Father, in the name
of Christ Jesus, we have known both truth and
trust in the presence of each other. From the perspective of an outsider looking in on our gathering, we may seem like unlikely partners - Christians of African, European, Hispanic, and Asian/
Pacific, Native American, Middle Eastern descent
meeting in friendship; Evangelicals, Pentecostals,
Catholics, Orthodox, Historic African American,
and Historic Protestants exchanging ideas and
living in mutual hope. We belong together. We
have heard God’s “Yes” to our relationships and
we say “Amen to the glory of God.”
Our gathering as Christian Churches Together
is a joyful fellowship for which we give thanks and
pray is pleasing to God, for in gathering together
we experience Christ tearing down the walls that
otherwise divide us.
With Dr. King, we affirm: “Injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught
in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a
single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one
directly, affects all indirectly.”
From our unity in Christ, we say to everyone
in the United States that there is room for people
from any land or language in this country. The
color of one’s skin is a gift from God; to welcome
the other is an act of our common humanity. The
relationships that one has and the possibilities
that one is extended are how we each realize what
God promises for all. There are many ways in
which our society limits the kinds of relationships
people have and the possibilities for advancement
people are given. We who met together in Mem-

phis call upon the church to resist these socially
imposed limits by engaging in new relationships
with those who seem different and creating possibilities for people in poverty to acquire equity
and experience economic security.
Our common humanity and our witness to the
Christ of all peoples summons our churches to
act for the wellbeing of all, to advocate for equity
for the poor, to pursue justice, and to practice the
love and nonviolence that Jesus teaches. Therefore we commend to our churches and organizations that they:
1. Examine their participation in the structures
and personal choices that ignore the reality of
poverty and perpetuate the effects of racism.
2. Embrace one or more of the initiatives from the
CCT Statement on Poverty as a church wide
priority which seek the elimination of poverty
in this nation.
3. Partner with another church who is representative of being an “unlikely partner” in our anti-poverty work, so that our common witness
may be to the God who reconciles us in Christ.
4. Proclaim publicly, in their own ways and in alliances of joint action, that the new forms of racist and unChristian behavior toward the immigrant, the impoverished and the non-Christian
are abhorrent to God and a denial of the grace
which God in Christ Jesus offers to everyone.
5. Seek ways to collaborate in their anti-racism
and cross-cultural ministries and to share their
resources and experiences in this work with
each other and, as appropriate, with multi-religious partners.
6. Be mutually accountable to each other by
regular reporting of their actions on these recommendations through a forum identified by
Christian Churches Together.
7. Finally, working in collaboration through
Christian Churches Together, develop an appropriate public witness and presence in Birmingham on April 16, 2013, to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of The Letter from the
Birmingham Jail and publicly report what the
church is doing to overcome the sin of racism
and to ensure economic “justice for all.”
For information contact:
Dick Hamm, Executive Director of CCT-USA
dhamm@ddi.org; 317-490-1968
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Antiochian Orthodoxy
in the Philippines

I

n 2007 the leaders of two separate Christian groups in the Philippines contacted
His Eminence PAUL in Sydney, asking to
join the Orthodox Church.
Many long and fruitful discussions were held
between His Eminence and the two leaders, which
culminated with His Eminence inviting them to
Sydney for further face-to-face discussions. They
arrived in May 2007, where they stayed as guests
of His Eminence for three weeks. The teachings
of the groups were considered and they also
learned about Orthodoxy. At the end of the three
weeks, both leaders stood and declared: “We accept what the Orthodox Church accepts and refuse what She refuses.” His Eminence answered
them, “Welcome home,” the phrase with which
Archbishop PHILIP welcomed the converts.
In December 2011, one of our Orthodox priests
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in Manila called His Eminence to report that he
had been in contact with three different groups
and some individual leaders who had all come
to the conclusion that they would like to join the
Orthodox Church. The Archdiocese began communications with these groups. We learnt that the
larger group, consisting of some seven thousand
families, knew much about Orthodoxy and that
their leaders were very proud to call themselves
“orthodox” with a small o.
On Saturday, January 28, His Eminence travelled to the Philippines to visit his parishes and
to meet with the new groups. On Tuesday, January 31, His Eminence and seven clergymen of the
two larger groups met and discussed their teachings over three full days. At the conclusion of this
meeting His Eminence welcomed them to the Antiochian Orthodox Church and promised to bring

some of their clergy to Sydney for training and
ordination, to be followed by a trip to the Philippines by His Eminence to train and ordain the
other leaders.
The groups are the Apostolic Catholic Church,
with seven thousand families; the Missionary Society of St. Paul, with two thousand families; a
minister with one hundred families; a bishop with
a thousand families; and a leader with a large
group of social workers who work with the homeless and poor.
During his visit to the Philippines, His Eminence and three of the new ministers who are
already involved as hospital chaplains visited a
government hospital that serves 250 poor children. They asked that the hospital directors assign one of our clergymen as a chaplain, which
the directors agreed to do. The managers of the

hospital asked His Eminence
about arranging some donations of needed medicines and
equipments. His Eminence
promised to discuss the request
with members of the Board of
Trustees and to form a doctors’
committee to try to meet some
of the needs.
The following day His Eminence and his team visited a
school of a thousand students,
where the administrator agreed
to assign one of our clergymen
as school chaplain. An e-mail
was received informing the hierarch that religious services
have begun and the consulting
office has been opened in the
school.
On Saturday, February 4,
His Eminence visited another
of the new churches, where
hundreds of believers were
waiting for him. The children
and the youth presented a wellplanned performance, followed
by a choir recital. His Eminence
spent hours discussing the future of their group
and their future worship with us.
His Eminence will bring the topic of assistance
to the Philippines to the attention of the Board
of Trustees (St. Nicholas, Melbourne, February
17–19). He is encouraging any of the faithful to
participate in this very Christian endeavour and
help fulfil the mission of our Archdiocese.
“Then the righteous will answer Him, saying,
‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You,
or thirsty and give You drink? When did we see You
a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe
You? Or when did we see You sick, or in prison,
and come to You?’ And the King will answer and
say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as
you did it to one of the least of these My brethren,
you did it to Me’” (Matthew 25:37-40).
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Pan-Orthodox Meetings of
Youth Ministries’ Leadership

The Committee for Youth of the Assembly of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and
Central America held its semi-annual meeting
January 24th–25th, 2012, at the Antiochian
Village Heritage and Learning Center, Bolivar,
Pennsylvania, in conjunction with the Consultants
Meeting of the Committee for Youth.
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The Committee for Youth consists of Bishop
THOMAS (Chairman), Metropolitan ALEXIOS,
Bishop IRINEU, Father Joseph Purpura (Facilitator),
and, Constantin Ursache (Liaison to the Secretariat).
Twenty-two additional diocesan and national youth
leaders contributed as consultants to the Committee
for Youth.
The Consultants to the Committee for Youth
have met twice previously, once at the Antiochian
Village in the spring of 2011 and again at the Diakonia Center in Salem, South Carolina, October
19–24, 2011. These earlier meetings used the
Terms of Reference provided to the Committee
by the Assembly of Bishops to develop initiatives on the basis of which the Committee might
expand its work. The consultants present at the
January meeting were asked to do just that, that
is, expand upon the initial initiatives. Through
small-group breakout sessions, each initiative

was assessed as to how it could be realistically
and effectively accomplished. Following these
small-group breakouts, the group convened as
a whole to discuss and share ideas. As a result
of these small group breakout sessions, several
new sub-committees were formed with the intention of continuing their work over the next
several months, electronically and by telephone.
At the end of the Consultants meeting, the
group as a whole made a number of recommendations to the Bishops of the Committee based
upon the Terms of Reference. The Committee
acted upon those recommendations during its
own Meeting, and was grateful to all of the consultants for their unwavering support and dedication to this important work.
The 2012 Inter-Orthodox Christian Camp,
Youth Worker and Orthodox Christian Fellowship
(OCF) Chaplain Conference followed these two
important gatherings. Attendees explored the
theme of Presenting the Message of the Gospel
to Today’s Youth. The highlight of the conference was the keynote address, entitled, “Sharing
a Living Faith,” by Fr. Bogdan Bucur, Assistant
Professor at Duquesne University and pastor of
St. Anthony Church in Butler, Pennsylvania.
The conference was divided into three study
tracks: Youth Work, Orthodox Camping, and Orthodox Christian Fellowship/Campus Ministry.
Each track provided several workshops, focusing
on such topics as bullying, serving special-needs
campers best, and effective campus ministry.
In addition to the keynote address and workshops, participants had the opportunity during
meals and free time to congregate and socialize
with fellow Orthodox youth workers. All joined
together for daily Vespers and Orthros, and
worshiped in the Divine Liturgy with His Grace
Bishop THOMAS.
Over seventy youth workers from across
North America attended the conference. Participants departed with a renewed spirit of agape,
cooperation and joy in community. The conference is sponsored by the various jurisdictional
youth departments and the Orthodox Christian
Camp Association (OCCA). The 2012 conference was generously hosted by the Antiochian
Archdiocese’s Department of Youth and Parish
Ministries and the Department of Camping. The

Interested in studying
Orthodox theology?
Unable to attend a seminary
or theological school?
The St. Stephen’s Course of Studies in Orthodox
Theology is your answer. Besides our theological program, we are also now offering three new
specialization tracks: Youth Ministry, Musicology
and Iconology. These tracks are offered in a distinct Orthodox and Byzantine setting.
The St. Stephen’s Course, a three-year directed
reading program under the auspices of the Antiochian House of Studies, is open to both men
and women.
For Information and catalogue, contact:
St. Stephen’s Course of Studies
385 Ivy Lane, Bergenfield, NJ 07621
E-mail: theoedu1@aol.com Tel: 201-569-0095
Please send me further information and application forms for the St. Stephen’s Course of Studies in Orthodox Theology.
Name: ___________________________________
Please print

Address:__________________________________
_________________________________________
City: _____________________________________

State: ______________Zip: __________________

E-mail: ___________________________________

2013 Orthodox Christian Camp, Youth Worker
and OCF Chaplain Conference will be hosted by
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese’s Department of
Youth and Young Adult Ministries.
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Works of The Order in Action!

Learning Christian Living through the Orthodox Camping Experience
Over the next few months, young people will
be registering for one of the eight summer camps
in our Archdiocese. If you know
any of these young people
who have been to camp before, you know that they have
started their countdowns to
the first day of camp. They
spend hours on Skype and
Facebook talking to their
camp friends throughout
the Archdiocese, and they
go into a post-camp depression when they return home from
camp.
So what is it about the camp experience that makes our young people love
it so much? Certainly, there
are many things that contribute to it: the friends, the
activities, the counselors and

staff, and being in the outdoors, to name a few.
The thing that makes camp so special, however,
is the camp environment, which presents a living experience of the Orthodox faith. In 1978, the
Archdiocese purchased the Antiochian Village,
and His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP appointed the Archmandrite Fr. John Namie (+ 2001)
of blessed memory as the first Camp Director.
Thanks to the vision and leadership of these two
great men, this mission of presenting a living experience of the Orthodox faith in the camp setting has become the standard at all of our camp
programs in the Antiochian Archdiocese.
When asked by Constantine Nasr in 1998 why
campers come to camp, Fr. John Namie responded,
[Christian living–] that’s why people come
here: to learn Christian living by doing it. It’s
the best way to learn. The best way to learn
is by doing things. When you come to the Village, you get to do everything in a Christian

fashion. You get to love each other, and that
means that you get to share with each other
your life.… We get to pray, both privately and
in church. We learn church hymns, we have a
good time at our meals, and we play a lot and
play hard. It’s great to be at camp. It’s one of
the greatest experiences that a young person
can have.
With our busy schedules, instant communication, personal independence, and an abundance
of choices, our summer camps offer a muchneeded break to our young people. Camp offers a
simple lifestyle where the focus is living in community as Christian brothers and sisters. There
is only one option for meals, church services are
offered twice daily, and eight to ten campers live
together in one cabin, sharing a bathroom. Yet it
is a haven of joy for our young people.
Our Archdiocese is blessed with eight summer
camp programs for our young people. (See the
complete listing below, or visit www.antiochian.org/camps). Each year, over 2,000 young
people attend our camp programs. In the summer
of 2011, a partial scholarship or full scholarship
from The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch was
awarded to 773 campers from all over the Archdiocese who attended one of our eight camp programs. Those who received a scholarship were
more than one out of every three of those who
attended camp. The Order has been extremely
generous with their scholarship support for all
eight of our camps, providing $175,000 annually. They have made a commitment to help every
camper who needs financial assistance so that no
one will miss out on the camp experience for financial reasons.
Our camping programs have become a vital
part of the spiritual growth of the young people
in our Archdiocese. Camp provides not only a
place for them to learn about our faith, but also
to learn how to live our faith. Without the support from The Order, many of our young people
would not have this experience.
On behalf of each of our camps, their counselors and staff, and all the campers who attend
camp, we thank The Order for their generous
support.
Khalil Samara, Vice-Chairman
Antiochian Archdiocese, Department of Camping

Listing of Camp
Programs in the
Antiochian
Archdiocese
Antiochian Village
Ligonier, PA
Very Reverend Anthony
Yazge, Director
www.avcamp.org
Camp St. Thekla
Greenville, SC
Reverend Philip Rogers,
Director
www.campstthekla.org
Camp St. George
Cedar Rapids, IA
Very Reverend Patrick Kinder,
Director
www.campstgeorge.org

Camp St. Nicholas
Frazier Park, CA
Katarina Bitar, Director
www.campstnicholas.com
St. Mary Summer Camp
Newport, WA
Barbara Schaefer, Director
www.campstmary.org

Above: Camp St. Raphael,
Wagoner, Oklahoma
Above Right: Fishing
at Camp Transfiguration, Arden, Ontario
Bottom: Campfire at
Camp St. Nicholas,
Frazier Park, California

Camp St. Raphael
Wagoner, OK
Reverend James Shadid,
Director
www.campstraphael.org
Camp Transfiguration
Arden, ON
Alex Younes, Director
www.camptransfiguration.org

St. John Summer Camp
Willow, AK
Kevin Dougherty, Director
www.stjohnalaska.org/summercamp.html

For more information on The Order, please visit www.orderofstignatius.org
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Donations to The WORD
February 2012

OFFICE

Very Rev. Athanasios Emmert
in memory of Kathy Meyer
Sabeh Abou Mrad
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Slemon
Judy K. Yacio
in memory of John Yacio ($30)
in memory of Kathy Meyer ($20)
St. Michael Church, Whittier, CA
Edward Dumont
Hanna Musa
Mrs. Mary L. Riordan
Mr. and Mrs. Elias Kandalaft
Gordon Ayoub and Family
Edward Saliba
Sharon Simmons
Toni Trofnoff

FINLEY, Archpriest John, was released from the pastorate of St. Gabriel Mission, Angels Camp, California, and attached to St. Athanasius
Church, Goleta, California, January
16, 2012.
HOWELL, Priest Stephen, was assigned as the Interim Pastor of St.
John the Evangelist Church, Orinda,
California, February 27, 2012.

$150
$100
$80
$50
$50
$50
$30
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$23

January 2012

KERR, Hieromonk Mark, was released
from the pastorate of St. Ignatius Mission, Twin Falls, Idaho, and from the
Archdiocese, January 1, 2012.
SAKKAB, Archpriest Hanna, was retired from the pastorate of St. George
Church, San Diego, California, and
given the title “Pastor Emeritus,” February 18, 2012. He will remain the
active pastor until the new pastor is
assigned.

Photo courtesy of Erick Straghlis

WASHBURN, Priest George, was released from the pastorate of St. John
the Evangelist Church, Orinda, California, and attached to Ss. Peter and
Paul Church, Ben Lomond, California,
February 27, 2012.

Dr. and Mrs. Edward V. Swierczewski
in memory of Fred, Genevieve
and Donna Esmour
Thomas Porter
Mr. Ralf G. Zacky
Mrs. Marie Skaff
Kh. Loretta A. Karpelenia
in memory of V. Rev. Basil Karpelenia
Georgette Jabbour, Ph.D.
Mr. Jason J. Dudum
Miss Mary Cory
Ms. Lilly Abboud
Anonymous
Mrs. Ethel Corcoran
Ms. Christine Ayoub
Mark and Bouthna Issa
C. Owen Johnson
Cheryl A. Vinciguerra
Sami and Hind Azar
Ms. Elaine S. Jacobs
Alex and Salwa Melki
A. Castley
Rose Zrake
Tom and Kate Salem
Ms. Mary Jane McCoul
Mr. Thomas Skayhan
Ziad and Ghada Al-Assaad
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Holwey
Jonathan and Sandra Jones
JoAnne C. Gervasi
Mr. Ronald P. Abraham
Mr. Michael Wallace
Salema Slyman
Miss Sandra Arida
Wade Harrell
Mrs. Joyce Haddad
Mrs. Mary Scott Greene
Ms. Carolyn Napty
Jeanette Hayek Aljamal

$500
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$100
$75
$60
$50
$50
$50
$50
$50
$50
$50
$50
$50
$50
$40
$35
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$25
$20
$15
$10
$10
$10
$5

COMMUNITIES IN

ACTION
Bishop Nicholas Visits
St. Stephen Church

St. Nicholas Honors
Parishioners for Service

Newly consecrated Bishop
NICHOLAS (Ozone) presided
over a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, assisted by Fr. Stephen
Tewfik and Archdeacon Hans
El-Hayek, at St. Stephen the
Protomartyr Antiochian Orthodox Church in South Plainfield,
New Jersey on January 15,
2012. His Grace celebrated the
name day of their patron saint,
and preached on the importance of partaking of the precious Body and Blood of Christ,
the heavenly food that unites us
with Christ. He thanked all the
parishioners for their warm welcome.
After the Liturgy, George Tewfik was inducted into the Order
of St. Ignatius of Antioch, sponsored by his mother Khouria
Beba Tewfik.
The parishioners were blessed
and honored to share a pot-luck
meal with Bishop NICHOLAS
which gave all a chance to get
to know him.

St. Nicholas Cathedral in
Los Angeles continued its tradition this past year of honoring several of its parishioners
during its annual Feast-day
luncheon. This year’s honorees
were two couples: Ronald and
Rose Samore, and Edward and
Georgette Malouf. These couples were honored for their lifelong service to God’s Church,
and specifically for their tireless
efforts in serving St. Nicholas
Cathedral for the past 30 plus
years. They have served the
church in community outreach,
Sweetheart Ball committees,
Creative Festivals committee at
Parish Life Conferences, the organizing and cooking of countless meals, service on the Antiochian Women organizations,
service at Camp St. Nicholas,
and in many other capacities
in their church, as well as on
the diocesan and archdiocesan
levels. May the Lord grant you
many, many more years!

Camille Waser

Natalie Malouf
St. Nicholas Cathedral, Los Angeles

orthodox women on retreat
in the Foothills of the Canadian Rockies

On September 16–18, 2011, seventy-three Orthodox women gathered at Entheos Retreat Centre
near Calgary, Alberta, in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains for a weekend of spiritual renewal,
growth, and fellowship.
The majority of the participants were from Alberta (Calgary, Edmonton, Red Deer, Cochrane,
Spruce Grove, Andrew, Smoky Lake), but there
were representatives from communities in Saskatchewan (Saskatoon, North Battleford, Borden) and British Columbia (Vernon, Abbotsford,
Victoria), as well as two guests from California.
The theme of the eleventh annual Orthodox Women’s Retreat was “Healing Wounds, Strengthening
Relationships.” The main speaker was Matushka
Yvonne Lysack from Christ the Saviour Orthodox
Sobor in Ottawa. Matushka Yvonne holds a B.A.
(Honours), a Certificate of Theology, and an M.A.
(Pastoral Studies-Individual Counselling). Recently retired from a private counselling practice
in which she worked from an Orthodox Christian
perspective, she is currently enjoying full-time
parish work. Clergy from the Orthodox parishes
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in Calgary served the various services throughout the weekend and were available for hearing
confessions.
Session one dealt with the first and most important relationship, that of the Holy Trinity, and
what can be learned from it. The Three Persons
of the Holy Trinity are co-eternal and reciprocally contain one another; they are in an eternal
relationship and are eternal love. God is perfect
unity while maintaining distinctness. This teaches us that we can be distinct and have different
roles, yet at the same time be equal. Equality is
not achieved by having the same function. Creation was an act of love of all Three Persons of
the Trinity.
The theology of love was the focus of session
two. God is the source of love; we love because
He first loved us. God loves us and does not turn

away from us, despite our sins and fallen
nature. Love has no bounds. It is humble
and extends to our enemies, which is a
complete reversal of the standards of the
world. Love extends to all creation. We
love because we see in a person one who
is made in the image and likeness of God.
Love is not based on someone fulfilling our
wishes and expectations. In this way, love
is a reflection, an attitude, a commandment, rather than an emotion. The foundation of all our efforts must be love.
The third session gave practical suggestions for strengthening relationships with
the parish priest. These included praying
for the priest and his family and for their
protection daily, respecting the priest’s
personal space, and helping to reduce
stress and prevent burnout by assisting
with lay ministries. The priest is the icon
of Christ in the parish, and, as such, he
should be esteemed because of his work.
Each priest has his own strengths, ministry, and style. We must thank God for our clergy.
Session four explored Orthodox marriage.
Marriage is a path to union with God; a couple
loves God by loving each other. Marriage is a
sacrament and a sign of the relationship between
Christ (the bridegroom) and the Church (the
bride). It is an eternal bond, not just “till death
do us part.” Marriage is not a legal sanction, nor
is it an agreement to live together. In marriage,
the couple establishes a domestic church and
are co-workers with God in creation through the
raising of children. A more mature love develops
after the romantic phase. Conflict will occur, but
it must be resolved with open and honest communication and listening to each other. Your spouse
is the person with whom you are travelling on the
road to salvation, the person through whom God
manifests His love.
Spiritual fatherhood/motherhood was the
topic of the final session. Most often, elders are
monastics who guide us along The Way. They
teach as much by their silence as by their words,
and they have the power to transform the environment through healing and the casting out of
demons. Being an elder requires a deep love.
The relationship between a spiritual child and
a spiritual father is one of trust and obedience.

This was most interesting, as we do not yet have
a very well-developed tradition of elders in North
America.
The sessions were interspersed with free time,
during which participants were able to enjoy the
beautiful grounds of the retreat centre or spend
time in prayer and reflection. Each attendee was
presented with a specially designed embroidered
bookmark made in Constantinople, a beautiful
memento of a wonderful weekend.
Many thanks to retreat organizers Joan Popowich, Myra Reinheimer, and Ghada Ziadeh for
their dedication and the countless hours spent in
coordinating another successful and spiritually
uplifting gathering of Orthodox women. Theirs is
truly a labour of Christian love! May God bless
you with His bountiful riches as you continue this
special ministry! We look forward to the 2012 retreat, which will take place September 14–16, at
Entheos, where we will again renew old friendships, make new ones, and celebrate the faith that
unites us.
“Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ also has
forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:32).
Elaine Holowach-Amiot
St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Orthodox Congregation
Calgary Alberta Canada
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Leaders See IOCC Work Firsthand in Damascus
When long-time Oklahoma City attorney and
former judge Michael S. “Mickey” Homsey was
named as the new Chairman of the Board of
Directors for International Orthodox Christian
Charities (IOCC), one of his top priorities was to
see firsthand the impact of IOCC’s humanitarian
relief and development work around the world.
On January 22, 2012, Homsey fulfilled this wish
as he embarked on a one-week tour of IOCC programs in Lebanon, Jordan and Syria, accompanied by his wife and by IOCC Executive Director
Constantine Triantafilou.
Syria held particular interest for Mr. Homsey
because of its recent visibility in the world media
and IOCC’s provision of humanitarian assistance
to Syrian families displaced internally by conflict
in the region. Since its founding in 1992 and as
an expression of solidarity with the Church in its
continuing witness in the cradle of Christianity,
IOCC has supported education and distributed
equipment to diaconal institutions in collabora-
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tion with the Patriarchate of Antioch. After the
war in Iraq, IOCC partnered with the U.S. State
Department’s Bureau of Population, Refugees,
and Migration to support Iraqi refugees living
in Syria. From the start, this program was implemented in full partnership with the Department of Ecumenical Relations and Development
(DERD) at the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of
Antioch and All the East (GOPA), in coordination
with the IOCC regional office located in Beirut,
Lebanon.
Arriving by car from Beirut late morning in
Damascus at the offices of the Greek Orthodox
Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East, Mr.
Homsey and Mr. Triantafilou were warmly received by His Beatitude IGNATIUS IV, Patriarch of
Antioch and All the East. During their 30-minute
private audience with His Beatitude, Mr. Homsey
says that they were humbled by His Beatitude’s
gratitude for IOCC’s ongoing humanitarian work
in Syria and for His Beatitude’s praise of an

 rganization that serves as a beacon of hope for
o
so many struggling families. Then the conversation took a more personal turn for Mr. Homsey.
“I asked His Beatitude if he remembered a
trip, long ago, to Oklahoma. His Beatitude got a
quizzical look on his face, but did not remember,
politely saying he was too old to remember. We
continued our discussion, and a little while later,
His Beatitude looked at me and smiled, with understanding in his eyes. After reflection, His Beatitude did remember his trip to Oklahoma and
meeting my family at our home in Oklahoma City.
That moment of recollection and His Beatitude’s
smile of understanding deeply affected me, and is
an experience that I will never forget.”
At the conclusion of their audience with His
Eminence, Messrs. Homsey and Triantafilou
were greeted by DERD Director, Samer Laham,
who guided them to the Holy Cross Orthodox
Church hall where vocational art training classes
are held for Iraqi refugees. As they observed the
meticulous craftsmanship of mosaic icons and
tabletops in the making, the duo from IOCC were
approached by close to a hundred refugees who
thanked them repeatedly for giving their families
a chance for a fresh start. “There comes a time
in life when you truly understand that you are a
part of something bigger,” observed Mr. Homsey.
“When I entered the Holy Cross Orthodox Church
hall and was greeted by the Iraqi refugees, I was
overwhelmed. Looking at the mosaics and artistry, but more importantly, seeing the hope on
their faces, was spiritually uplifting, and a special
moment of the trip. After seeing these people and
being a part of their gracious response, I knew,
deep down, that IOCC has real meaning. I am sincerely grateful for being part of this wonderful
organization.”
Back to the Patriarchate they went to meet
the forty members of the GOPA/IOCC team in
Damascus, followed by lunch with His Beatitude
and attending hierarchs. Mr. Homsey had an opportunity to address His Beatitude and guests
about the emotional and spiritual impact of what
he had witnessed so far. “I have been speaking
in front of groups, and especially large groups,
for a long time. But when asked to speak to this
highly esteemed group, I have to admit to being
a little nervous. Then I remembered a piece of
advice from my father: ‘Speak from the heart and

you will speak true.’ Thanks to George Antoun’s
language skills, he was able to translate my sentiments from English to Arabic. The first order of
business was to impart a special thanks to His Beatitude for the support and cooperation in all of
IOCC’s efforts under his jurisdiction. Without His
Beatitude’s grateful assistance, IOCC’s efforts in
this region would not be fully realized. I wanted
to relay, too, that throughout the year we do hear
about the good works being done by IOCC members, but there is a special significance in actually
seeing the bounty of their work. It takes all of us,
and to see the results of all the work performed
at every level of this great organization was a special treat, which left me spiritually uplifted and
emotionally sated. Lastly, I told this esteemed
group the story about the Good Samaritan, as it
was the teaching of this story that drew me to the
IOCC. The mission of IOCC is to give aid to those
who are metaphorically dying in a ditch as people
pass, just as the Good Samaritan stopped to give
food, water, money and shelter. It is all of our efforts that make IOCC the success that it is, and I
am proud to be but a small part of an organization
which acts like the Good Samaritan.”
After lunch, Messrs. Homsey and Triantafilou
visited GOPA offices at the Patriarchate and met
with IOCC staff, as well as with some of the Iraqi
refugees and disadvantaged Syrians who, upon
completing vocational and business training
courses, had successfully opened small businesses, such as beauty salons, tailors and auto repair
garages.
Late afternoon came quickly as Messrs. Homsey and Triantafilou thanked their host for an inspiring and worthwhile visit, and the pair settled
in for the three-hour drive back to Beirut. Mr.
Homsey commented, “This trip has affected me
in ways that are difficult to put into words. What
I saw, heard and felt truly inspired me. It’s like
seeing the sun and feeling its warmth on a cloudy
day. Experiencing firsthand the work that IOCC
does has given me a better appreciation of the
people involved, and a newfound enthusiasm for
making the IOCC the best it can possibly be. It
takes all of us, and I hope that all IOCC members
may re-dedicate themselves to our mission and
embrace the people we help every day.
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Antiochian Seminarians and Students
Growing Together at
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The Holy Cross Chapel sits atop the highest
point of the Hellenic College Holy Cross campus.
Its Byzantine style is reflective of the eleventh and
twelfth centuries and is modeled after the Church
of the Holy Apostles. Over the horizon is a clear
view of the Boston skyline. A Great Vespers service
is being chanted in memory of the Holy Great Martyr St. Theodore the General, with a procession of
his holy relics.
Lauren Maalouf from St. Nicholas Church in
Los Angeles, a fourth-year student of Elementary
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Education, attends the evening service. Serving is
Father Phillip Begley from Sioux City, Iowa, who is
completing his Master of Divinity degree at Holy
Cross Greek School of Theology. Today the hillside
chapel is packed. Bishop JOHN (Abdalah) of the
Diocese of Worcester and New England is serving,
and the Antiochian community on campus is excited to welcome him.
“Serving at the school chapel was a great joy
for me,” says Bishop JOHN. “All of the faculty and
students were most welcoming and prayerful. The

chapel is exceptionally beautiful and I have many
fond memories of praying there when I was young.
We are blessed to share common goals and Orthodox life with the instructors and students of the
varied jurisdictions represented at Hellenic College
Holy Cross.”
Over 13 Orthodox Christian jurisdictions make
up the academic student body at Hellenic College
Holy Cross. Currently, almost ten percent of the
students are from the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese. What started seventy-five years
ago as a seminary for the Greek Orthodox community has grown into a Church institution of higher
learning serving all Orthodox Christian jurisdictions, and providing accredited degree programs
in divinity, theology, professional studies and the
liberal arts, while still functioning as a seminary.
“One of the beautiful themes we like to stress
in Orthodoxy is unity in diversity,” notes Deacon
Nicholas Belcher, Dean of Students at HCHC. “Here
at Hellenic College Holy Cross, the Antiochian students witness to the unique way we live the one
Orthodox Faith. All of the students come together
to form a diverse and caring community.”
Holy Cross is one of the four seminaries to
which the Antiochian Archdiocese assigns seminarians. His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP matches
students to these seminaries. Bishop JOHN says,
“We are blessed to have Holy Cross Seminary, St.
Vladimir’s Seminary and St. Tikhon’s, as well as the
St. John of Damascus Theological Institute at The
Balamand. All four institutions are great places and
do good work.”
Lauren, who hopes to teach in her home state of
California, chose HCHC to grow in her faith while
earning her degree. “HCHC appealed to me first
and foremost because I thought it was very important to incorporate my faith into my everyday life.
I was very excited not only to be learning more
about my faith, but to be living and interacting with
like-minded Orthodox Christians.”
She is excited to have His Grace Bishop JOHN,
the new Bishop in residence, in the area and in
close proximity to the school. “It is always a blessing when any hierarch is able to visit our campus,
especially from the Antiochian Archdiocese. I pray
that he will be a constant resource for all the students at HCHC and always keep us in his prayers.”
Bishop JOHN has already created a great sense
of community and family among the Antiochian

students and seminarians. Not only has he served
as an excellent resource, but he has proven to be a
very gracious host. On Super Bowl Sunday, Bishop
JOHN invited the Antiochian seminarians to his
home to watch the game. Taking a break from dormitory and campus living to enjoy the game at his
home was a great comfort.
Father Phillip, who is in his third year, says, “His
Grace lives so close. He is always available to help
us with any questions or concerns we may have.
When His Grace attended Great Vespers, all of
the Antiochian clergy served. It was a wonderful
experience!”
Dn. Nicholas believes that Bishop JOHN’s presence will have a profound impact on the Antiochian
students. “Having Bishop JOHN so close by allows
us to form a very familial relationship that will help
in the transformation of our students into the future clergy and lay leaders of our Archdiocese.”
Bishop JOHN sees HCHC as appealing to seminarians because of the number of churches in the
area. Each of the 11 churches and missions in the
Diocese of Worcester and New England has clergy and staff that offer seminarians a continued
education out of the classroom, and provide college students opportunities for service, fellowship,
and worship.
“We put the students to work in the parishes,”
Bishop JOHN remarks. “Both parishes and students
benefit from these opportunities. We try to have the
students assigned to different parishes, affording
them a variety of experiences and opportunities.”
Fr. Ed Hughes, who is the Dean of the Diocese
parishes, teaches practical theology, liturgical practice and Arabic at HCHC. He also provides weekly
mentoring to HCHC seminarians. All the diocesan
priests support the students by hearing confessions, counseling and mentoring.
“We have been welcomed by His Eminence
Archbishop DEMETRIOS and the President, Fr.
Nicholas Triantafilou, to be integral parts of the
community. They have entrusted me – an Antiochian deacon – to be the Dean of Students. Both our
graduate and undergraduate students are in key
roles of student leadership, including in the altar
and chanter stand in the chapel. Hellenic College
Holy Cross is a great place to be an Antiochian,”
Dn. Nicholas says.
Nayla Daly
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Sharing the Faith News from the Department of Christian Education
From the Director’s Desk

Greeting in the name of Our Lord,
Beloved in Christ,
As we finish the school year, I have given myself a challenge. You may know that stating a resolution publicly helps the person live up to it – I’m
hoping that will be the case. I am challenging myself to write an article that describes how to make
our classrooms, and our efforts at Christian education all that they can be. I teach Church School at
my parish, and the second part of the challenge is
to provide myself the materials, especially posters,
that will help keep our children connected to the
reality of Jesus Christ.
New posters. The Holy Land poster project
will be publishing two new posters to be ready for
the Fall. If you have not ordered your posters for
this year, they are still available. (See www.antiochian.org/holylandposters for an order form.) It
would be wonderful to get them now, as both are
appropriate for Holy Week. One shows the site of
Christ’s Resurrection, and the other shows the site
of the Crucifixion. They measure 12 by18 inches
and are printed on
glossy paper. The
cost is $5 plus shipping. With today’s
constant
distractions, cell phones,
texting, Facebook,
and so on, it is difficult to find a quiet
moment to remember that Jesus Christ
is the center of our
existence. Let the
posters connect the
children to the fact
that He lived two
thousand years ago, and lives still.
Available. The large exhibit that was created
for the event, “Scripture through the Lens of the
Holy Land,” is now available for rental. (See the
article for details.) We are expecting the vacation
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church school program, developed from the same
theme, to be available for this summer!
OI 2012. The theme for the Orthodox Institute 2012 will be “Culture, Morality and Spirituality.” With courses on the tenets and ramifications
of post-modernism, preparing our students and
ourselves to meet the culture’s challenges, Orthodox spiritual armor, and specific moral issues, the
weekend will be the conference that many have
been requesting through the years. Keynote speakers will be announced soon. Mark your calendars
for the first weekend in November, at Antiochian
Village.
Wishing you a blessed Pascha,
Carole A. Buleza, Director

Scripture through the Lens of the Holy Land
The 2011 Orthodox Institute, held at Antiochian
Village, near Ligonier, Pennsylvania, over the
weekend of November 3–6, was advertised to be
“an event like no other,” and it lived up to this
claim. The theme was “Scripture through the Lens
of the Holy Land,” and this was the first time that
the Orthodox Institute was a multi-jurisdictional
collaboration between the host of the event, the
Antiochian Department of Christian Education,
and the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese (GOA), the
Orthodox Church in America (OCA) Department
of Christian Education, and the Orthodox Christian Education Commission. A Pan-Orthodox
event was a big draw for many attendees and
exciting for those involved with the planning of
the Institute. As a result, the attendance for the
event broke last year’s record, with over 140
guests. The theme, however, wasn’t the only enticement for attendees. In keeping with last year’s
new and improved (and very successful) Institute,
this year again we offered presenters well known
in their fields, book signings, a wine and cheese
reception, a review of new materials for Church
Schools, gifts throughout the weekend, and the
thousand-square-foot exhibit (an interactive tour
of the Holy Land led by Dr. Maria Khoury, author
and speaker, from Taybeh, Palestine).
Bringing the Holy Land to Antiochian Village
was quite a feat, requiring creativity and knowl-

edge. Carole Buleza, the Director of the Antiochian
Department of Christian Education, had a vision of
displaying nearly-life-size photographs and maps,
as well as artifacts, sights and sounds, costumes
and plants, so that participants could experience
both sacred history and sacred sites. Dr. Khoury
related her own experiences as she led the tour.
As participants walked away from the exhibit,
I was able to talk with several about their experience. Margaret Ewing, from St. George Church
in Niagara Falls, New York, had lots of praise for
the exhibit, which was shared by all with whom I
spoke. When asked about her tour, she said the exhibit was “phenomenal, very self-explanatory, but
having Dr. Maria Khoury there as guide was wonderful. Unbelievable. You should send the exhibit
and Dr. Khoury across the country.”
The exhibit was not the only highlight of the
weekend. For many attendees, hearing the Very
Reverend Thomas Hopko, Dean Emeritus, St.
Vladimir’s Seminary, deliver the keynote address
was the main event. He spoke of the relationship
between the Old and New Testaments during his
keynote addresses, entitled, “He opened their
minds to understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:45),
as he spoke over the course of two evenings about
the Bible in Orthodox Tradition. He also conducted two sessions during the day on Friday and
Saturday, “Overview of the Bible.” Everyone with
whom I spoke agreed that Fr. Thomas Hopko was
brilliant in his knowledge of the Bible, clear in explaining the Orthodox perspective, and adept at
injecting humor into a serious topic. All agreed
that they were looking forward to listening to him
again and hoped to hear the keynote addresses on
Ancient Faith Radio.
There were other reasons that guests chose to
attend this year’s Orthodox Institute. Because it
is a weekend of education, many came to receive
training specific to their needs as either Church
School teachers or directors. Guests had the option of selecting courses that would help them best
in their assigned role in their home parishes. By
taking certain courses, participants could earn an
Advanced Teacher Training Certificate, a Church
School Director (CSD) Certificate, and/or a special

certificate in “Scripture and the Holy Land.” Some
attending had even been sponsored by their home
parishes to attend the training sessions. Whether
it was the first time they had attended an Orthodox Institute or “never missed” this yearly event,
all guests agreed that the experience was one they
will never forget, and that they would be returning
to their homes and parishes with a renewed spirit.
The training courses were diverse and included topics such as Creative Expressions, Church
School Ministry, Child Development and the Exceptional Learner, Women in the Bible, Building
Staff and Students, Adolescent Needs, Children
and the Word of God, Moral Issues, Parish Bible
Study, Vacation Church School Program, and The
Old Testament Revealed through Archaeology.
Instructors included: Fr. Thomas Hopko, Hollie
Benton, Kh. Betty Randolph, Nike Bach, Dee and
Al Kacere, Mat. Myra Kovalak, Dr. Nicolae Roddy,
Vasiliki Oldziey, Kh. Leslee Abud, Gail Meena Malaniak, Fr. Fouad Saba, Timm and Kristina Wenger,
Fr. David Randolph, Carole Buleza, Fr.George Alberts, Catherine Sullivan, and Kh. Gigi Shadid.
Being there as a part-time assistant for the Antiochian Department of Christian Education, I had
the unique opportunity to visit each
course. The instructors of the courses
were able to share
their expertise in
different ways and I
enjoyed watching as
they presented their
material.
Renee Acra from
Wisconsin took the
CSD courses. Although she came
to hear Fr. Thomas
Hopko, she received more than anticipated in
“useful courses,” where she could “listen to what
others use in their Church Schools, see the resources and learn so much!” She took away many
ideas and looked forward to returning to her parish to share what she had learned. Kathy Kelly, a
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Department of Christian Education

Church School Director, shared how the expense
of the travel was more than worth it, not only for
the experience, but for the “amazing food!” She
also said that the collaboration of the “OCA, GOA,
and Antiochian Archdioceses, and meeting others
from across the country, was great!” Lois Ball enjoyed how the Orthodox Institute brings the Orthodox community, usually so isolated, together as
one group, unified in belief and desire to learn.
It was my first time attending, and I wasn’t sure
what to expect as I journeyed to Antiochian Village
with Carole Buleza on Thursday. I knew I was filled
with a great sense of anticipation and excitement
at the onset of this new experience, and from the
moment I arrived, a wonderful peace descended
upon me. This wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit,
which was very real and present at Antiochian Village continued to lift me up and edify me throughout the entire weekend – and I’m not the only
one who experienced this. I spoke with Dr. Maria
Khoury on Saturday night, after Fr. Thomas Hopko’s second address, and found we shared a common, unassailable hope in the Orthodox Church.
We agreed that we were re-energized and inspired
by others in this Church, where the focus is truly
on Jesus Christ. We spoke about how the faith has
been handed on for so many generations. We observed how the presenters used their talents and
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Diocesan Coordinators
Please contact the Diocesan Coordinators for updates on training
activities and other events in your region.
Charleston, Oakland, PA, & the Mid-Atlantic; New York and Washington
DC:
V. Rev. George Alberts; (203) 798-1771; frgeocar@sbcglobal.net
Toledo and the Midwest:
Robert Snyder; (330) 493-4029; bobsny1107@aol.com
Los Angeles and the West:
Joseph Tershay; (831) 335-8350; josephtershay@hotmail.com
Eagle River and the Northwest:
Carol Buleza; (717) 747-5221, aodce@aol.com
Ottawa Eastern Canada and Upstate New York:
Fr. Christopher Rigdan-Briscoll; (519) 807-2986, englishorthodox@yahoo.ca
Wichita and Mid-America:
Vasiliki (Billie) Oldziey; (512) 694-7073, vasiliki@austin.rr.com
Worcester and New England:
Kh. Anna Hughes; (978) 686-3274; matannah@aol.com
Miami and the Southeast:
Kh. Betty Randolph; (864) 639-8465; bettyrandolph@bellsouth.net

skills to give Glory to God, so that the Orthodox
Church not only lives but continues to grow and
thrive in a time when we cannot live without it.
As I flipped through the final evaluations of
the weekend, it was abundantly evident that this
Orthodox Institute exceeded the attendees’ expectations. There were many reasons listed for
that assessment, but the one theme that resonated with the majority was the pan-Orthodox unity
the participants felt. On the way home, I felt so
very thankful to have been a part of this Orthodox
Institute. I was reminded of the theme from the
Sunday of Orthodoxy: “the victory that overcomes
the world – our faith” (1 John 5:4). I know that as
a result of this weekend, I and many others now
have a continuing desire to read and understand
the Scriptures through the eyes of the Orthodox
Church.

“Scripture through the Lens of the Holy
Land” Exhibit Available
Participants at the 2011 Orthodox Institute,
“Scripture through the Lens of the Holy Land,”
were the first to view an exhibit and interactive
tour of the Holy Land, prepared especially for that
event.
Here are some of their comments:
“The exhibit made real my dream of visiting
the Holy Land – it brought it to life for me” (N.
D’Alessio, Kansas).
“Phenomenal!” (M. Ewing, New York).
“Amazing. St. Helen came to the Holy Land and
built churches to recall to us our spiritual roots;
the exhibit does the same, and with her same passion and spirit” (Dr. M. Khoury, Palestine).
The thousand-square-foot exhibit is educational and is appropriate for retreats, camps,
and special events at a parish or diocesan level.
As the costs of shipping may challenge individual
parishes, regional Clergy Associations might consider sharing the costs and the exhibit. If a diocese or region wishes to schedule the exhibit with
its corresponding Orthodox Institute program,
“Scripture through the Lens of the Holy Land,” arrangements can be made with Mat. Myra Kovalak,
Director, O.C.E.C. Department of Teacher Training
(mekovalak@gmail.com).

An Invitation to the Spiritual Seeker
While certainly educational, the exhibit’s potential is far greater. If arrangements are made for
a separate room where quiet can be maintained,
the presentation offers the chance to learn the
“divine economos” – to walk through salvation
history, and to understand the relationship of the
Old and New Testaments. For the spiritual seeker, the alcoves of 7-foot banners provide an escape to a distant land where palms can be seen,
soft music from the hills of Galilee can be heard,
and the air is fragrant with sweet basil and cinnamon. Scriptural passages, beginning with the
story of creation, immerse the seeker into history,
but more importantly, into a special time – “kairos,” or sacred time – when the present moment
touches eternity. Large illustrations of Abraham,
Moses, Mary, and Jesus, and photos of where they
lived, bring their reality home. Seeing the relatedness of the Law and the Prophets, the Promised
Land and the Kings, Jerusalem and the Temple,
leads to a deeper understanding of Jesus’ teachings, and Jews of His time. Place names familiar
through hearing Scriptures – Ur, Bethsaida, Nazareth, Canaan – no longer are vague and incidental,
but rather related to Galilee and Jerusalem by certain distances and terrain. The land that Abraham
settled is seen to be the land where Jesus walked.
Churches and monuments serve to mark the holy
sites, where heaven and earth touched, so we will
not forget that our faith is in a man who lived two
thousand years ago, and lives still.

Consider Hosting the Exhibit
The exhibit, available for rent from the Antiochian Orthodox Department of Christian Education, is dedicated to His Eminence Metropolitan
PHILIP for his continuing support of Orthodox
Christian Education, and to all in the Archdiocese
whose roots in the Middle East have given the Antiochian Department of Christian Education the
particular privilege of presenting the Holy Land in
word and image.
The exhibit consists of one 3-foot sign banner,
and twenty 3- and 4-foot retractable banners that
extend to a height of 7 feet. The exhibit’s footprint
is 10 by 40 feet; 20 by 40 feet is the minimum
that will allow for viewing by 15 to 20 guests at a

time – to envision to space
required for
the
alcoves
and viewing
the
exhibit,
picture
four
circles of 20foot diameter
next to each
other. It can
back against a
wall, and it can
be arranged as
an L, but keep
in mind how that will affect the viewing space.
Provided with the exhibit are clay replicas of oil
lamps, a coat stand that serves as a spice tree, and
a compact disk for the music.
The host should provide at least four responsible and careful people as “crew” for set-up and
take-down-repacking, and it would be very helpful
if some or all were the same for both tasks. Care
needs to be taken, because the aluminum banner
stands and poles are lightweight (to save shipping
costs), but they are only sturdy enough for their
purpose. While it may look easy, and we’ve done
all we can to make it organized and efficient (see a
video at www.antiochian.org/holylandposters), it
truly takes at least four careful people working at
an unhurried pace over 90 minutes to get the job
done. Someone should be the “host” at the exhibit
at all times, making sure that every panel is secure
and the exhibit well-presented.
The required local materials are one or two
small (card) tables, a plant stand (preferably
tiered) with a palm and other plants native to Palestine (information provided), a CD player, and
possibly floor lamps and extension cords. The
lamps may be necessary if the room lighting is inadequate. (The 7-foot banners may block lighting
from reaching all the alcoves).
The costs are $200 for a rental period of up
to 16 days (negotiable), and roundtrip shipping
which varies between $500 and $800.
If you are interested in hosting, please contact
Carole Buleza at the Department, aodce@aol.com.
Report and Photos by Shelley Pituch
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2012 PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE
June 13-17, 2012
Antiochian Diocese of Miami & the Southeast

♦
♦

Hotel Location

Teen SOYO

On Ft. Lauderdale Beach

Fellowship of

4060 Galt Ocean Drive

St. John the Divine
♦

Antiochian Women

♦

The Order of St. Ignatius

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33308
www.OceanSkyResort.com

REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE AT

www.SaintPhilipFlorida.com
starting January 1, 2012

Room Rate: Only $89 per night*
ALL ROOMS OCEAN VIEW—Queen-Double or King

For Hotel Reservations Call 1-800-678-9022
*Please be sure to mention St. Philip Antiochian Orthodox Church PLC 2012
Group when making your reservation in order to receive this special rate.
Please Contact
Contact your
your Hosts
Please
Hosts for
forQuestions:
Questions:

St. Philip
Philip Antiochian
Antiochian Orthodox
St.
Orthodox Church
Church

4870 Griffin Road, Davie, FL 33312 Phone: (954) 584-4030
4870 Griffin Road, Davie, FL 33312
Phone: (954) 584-4030
For registration, click on the Archdiocese website.

Web Site: www.SaintPhilipFlorida.com
E-mail: office@SaintPhilipFlorida.com
E-mail: office@SaintPhilipFlorida.com

Sacred
music institute
27th annual

Wednesday, July 25th to Sunday, July 29th, 2012

“Christ is Born!
Glorify Him!”
Young Conductor’s
Apprentice Program
Youth Music Ministry
Byzantine Chant
Youth, Adult and
Byzantine Choirs
Music Theory
Conducting
Vocal Techniques
“Name That Tone!”
Talent Show
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Antiochian Village • 140 Church Camp Trail • Bolivar, PA 15923
For more information please contact
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2012 Midwest Parish Life Conference
Diocese of Toledo & the Midwest
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

’For the

60 Annual Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
Parish Life Conference
July 4- July 8, 2012
Santa Clara Marriott Hotel
Santa Clara, CA
For more Information and to register, go to
http://plc2012.org
-Keynote Speaker: Bishop Anthony Michaels, of Indiana
-Teen Soyo Activities
-Trip to visit the incorrupt relics of St. John of Shanghai in San Francisco
-And Much More…
Hotel Information
Santa Clara Marriott Hotel
2700 Mission College Blvd, Santa Clara, CA 95054
Phone: (408) 988-1500
Group code: PLC or Parish Life Conference
*Conference Special Rate is $109 per night
Please reserve your hotel rooms early, as there are
limited rooms available.

Please contact us with any questions by phone (650) 941-1570 or by
email at plc2012@orthodoxredeemer.org

5060 West Alabama
Houston, TX 77056
(713) 960-8100

*PLC Room Rate Ends June 6

Special $99 (plus taxes)
for 2 Doubles or 1 King
PLC Room Rate Code: CVM

800-222-8733
OR

DoubleTreeOakBrook.com
See www.2012MidwestPLC.org for event information!
The 74th Annual Diocese of Worcester & New England

Hosted by Church of the Virgin Mary Antiochian Church

Parish Life
Conference

Palos Heights, IL (formerly of Alsip, IL)

www.VirginMaryOC.org VirginMary@VirginMaryOC.org (708)239-0004

V
urc h of the

Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America

1909 Spring Road
Oak Brook, IL 60523

Ch

2012 Parish Life Conference
June 6-9, 2012

DoubleTree by Hilton

ir

C h urch

th

ia n

Cordially invites you to the Beautiful Bay Area, CA

June 27th - July 1st, 2012
Save the Date! Reserve Your Room NOW!

gin

ch

Orthodox Church of the Redeemer
In Los Altos Hills, CA

M ary An

June 21 - 24, 2012
The Cliff House, Ogunquit, Maine
Hosted by Saint George Church of Norwood

The Westin Galleria Houston Room Rate: $129 per night*
Endless shopping, dining, and entertainment just steps away at the
Galleria Shopping Center!
*Special rate available until May 6, 2012. Please use discount code: DWF02

Register Online: www.PLC2012.info

Special
Events:

Early Bird Price until May 1, 2012
Houston Children’s Museum

IT’S A NEW ENGLAND FAMILY REUNION

Teen Ice Skating at Galleria

Join Bishop JOHN
and your friends for a weekend to remember!

“Festival of Lights” Hafli
Post conference celebration

St. Joseph Orthodox Church

10644 Hammerly Blvd., Houston, TX 77043
Phone: (713) 973-7001
Website: www.saintjosephorthodox.org
Email: plc@saintjosephorthodox.org

Book your rooms today at this amazing resort right on the Atlantic.
$149 per night; phone the hotel, 207-361-1000 or go on-line to:
www.CliffHouseMaine.com/attendees User name - PARISH / Password - pa986B
norwoodplc2012@gmail.com • www.http://stgeorgenorwood.org/PLC2012

tio

THE WORD
358 Mountain Road
PO Box 5238
Englewood, NJ 07631-5238

Periodical postage paid at
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

A

ntiochian Camps provide a place
to learn how to live our faith

Without support from The Order,
many of our young people would not have this experience
For more information or to learn more, call
201-871-1355, or e-mail theorder@antiochian.org, or return this slip to
The Order • 358 Mountain Road• Englewood, NJ 07631

Yes, I want more information
about The Order.
Name:
Address:
Phone:
E-mail:
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