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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

ST ATHANASIUS:  ON  THE  INCARNATION  

PROPHECY OF HIS CROSS &  THE END OF ALL DARKNESS

You have heard the prophecy of His death, so perhaps now you want to know what

indications there are about His Cross. Even this is not passed over in silence: on the

contrary, the sacred writers proclaim it with the utmost plainness. Moses foretells it

first, and that right loudly, when he says, "Your Life shall hang before your eyes,

and you shall fear day and night, and you will not believe in your Life." (OSB-Deut.

28:66)  After him the prophets also give their witness, saying, "For I did not know I

was likened to an innocent lamb led to be sacrificed. They plotted an evil device

against me, saying, “Come, let us put wood in his bread and destroy him root and

branch from the land of the living, so name might be not be remembered any more."

(OSB - Jer. 11:17-18)  And, again, "They pierced My hands and My feet, I numbered

all my bones. They divided my garments among themselves and for my clothing,

they cast lots.” (OSB - Psalm 22:17-19).  

Now a crucifixion, taking place on wood, can be none other than the death by the

cross. Moreover, it is only in this death are the hands and feet pierced. Besides this,

since our Savior dwelt among men, all nations every where begin to know Him as the

promised One. This too Holy Scripture expressly mentions; "There shall be a Root of

Jesse, and this divine One Who rises up to rule the nations. The Gentiles shall hope

in Him, and His resting place shall be honorable.” (OSB - Isaiah 11:10)

In a word, those who disbelieve in His Resurrection are without  support of the

facts. Since their gods and evil spirits, could not capture and hold the supposedly dead

Christ, Jesus, it is He, the Word of God Incarnate, Who now judges them of being

lifeless to Him. With this, we agree once proclaimed  dead, nothing more can be done.

Yet Jesus, our Christ, walked from His Tomb. 
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Yet far more, our Savior and Deliverer, works continuously with His Spirit.

He draws all to know Him, persuading them to virtue, instructing them about life-

everlasting, quickening them for things of Paradise, revealing  knowledge of His

eternal Father, encouraging strength in the face of one’s death, making Himself

known, and displacing falsehoods. All while proving the gods and evil spirits of

unbelief, have no power or self-authority. Instead they are shown as dead, in the

presence of Jesus our Christ. They are but lies and deceptions, being barren and

void. Things likened unto Hades are no more. 

Thus by the sign of His Cross – the banquet feast table of great hope and

celebration – all magic is stayed, all sorcery confounded, every idol abandoned,

and all senseless worship ceases. All eyes of faith now see Him and know Him to

be everywhere present with us, filling all things,  and making all things whole,

through Him and with Him. 

May we remain steadfast in the Peace and Promised of His Cross, the budding branch

of Hope, revealed to Noah and carried forth to him by the dove of Peace, the Spirit

of the Lord.

   Sincerely

  Paul Goetz

Please remember our prisoner-students. We continue to inspire hearts as our students  experience

and interact with His grace.  This Light of hope and promise, helps lead our students to

repentance, seeking His Forgiveness as they imitate Him.  They desire to put His divine Will first

in their life and our goal is to help them. Lives are being renewed through the Lord, knowing He

loves as a Father loves His Son. 

 This mission of mercy works because of you.
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