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 Issue 11

Lesson Quickview

OPENING: [Need:  List of 
Opening and Closing Prayer, Bible, 
marked at Isaiah 40:11] Students 
will fi nd and mark opening and 
closing prayers as they wait for the 
class to begin. 

INTRODUCTION: Discussion, 
“What will happen at the end of 
time?”

CONTENT MASTERY: [Need:  
Issue II exam; “Issue 11 Recap,” 
copies of “The Orthodox World,”] 
---Ahead of time, look at the “Re-
cap” worksheet and highlight your 
copy of Issue 11 according to what 
the students will need to know.

Lesson Reinforcement: “Recap 
of the News” matching, and “Com-
pare/Contrast” God as Shepherd 
according to the prophets,” and 
Jesus’ claim to be Good Shepherd”

The Orthodox World:  “The End 
of Time”

Moral/Faith Question: none

STUDY GUIDE PAGE: Optional. 
The answers to the questions are 
found in the lesson objective. 

CLOSING: [Need: Bible marked 
at John 10:11-17, 29.]

RELEVANT SCRIPTURAL 
PASSAGES:

Jesus escapes stoning, John 10:39.

Jesus’ “I am the Good Shepherd, 
John 10:10-29.

Prophesies of Good Shepherd, Isa-
iah 40:11, Ezechiel 34:33, Jeremiah 
50:6

The Rich Man and Lazarus, Luke 
16:20-25

For the Catechist

The lesson begins with an exam on unit 
two, or with a discussion of, “What will 
happen at the end of time?” In this les-
son, the students have an opportunity 
to use the concordance to gain insight 
on the place of the Temple as noted in 
scripture. If you are taking the exsam 
with this lesson, you may wish to take 
this lesson in two parts: exam, look up 
opening and closing readings, look up 
concordance citations for “Temple.” 
The second part would pick up at the 
Introduction of the lesson, and proceed 
in typical fashion. 

Sheep. The are many references to 
sheep and shepherd in scripture, which 
means the Jews would have background 
for understanding Jesus’ words. Sheep 
are docile animals that don’t fi ght with 
the shepherds, but rather, trust their 
shepherd and willingly follow. 

The End of Time. When possible, 
Orthodox churches face east, with the 
sanctuary in the easternmost part of 
the building. This is because the Church 
refers to Christ as the Star in the east 
that illumined His Nativity, and as the 
Sunrise who will come again in the east. 
When in church or at home, therefore, 
we pray facing east. We recall with 
joy Christ’s appearance on Earth, and 
watch with expectation for His Second 
Coming. 

Background Reading
(Direct quotations from sources noted)

Jesus Guards the Sheep
In calling Himself the door, Jesus signifi es 
He will bring His fl ock into an enclosed 
sheepfold with a central gate. Normally 
a hired guard would tend the gate while 
the shepherds rested through the night. 
But Jesus is the tireless Shepherd, always 
guarding the entrance (OSB footnote to 
John 10:7).

“The Good Shepherd Gives His 
Life for the Sheep”
This is a prophecy of Jesus’ impending 
death, through which His people are to 
be reconciled to God the Father.  The 
“good shepherd,” Christ, and His under-
shepherds look after the sheep even to 
the point of giving their lives for them. 
(OSB footnote to John 10:11)

This parable of salvation uses the sym-
bolism of the shepherd and his fl ock. 
This is the Gospel reading on the days 
the Church honors her true bishops 
and theologians. (OSB footnote to John 
10:7)

The End of Time
At the end of the ages God will reveal 
His presence and will fi ll all creation 
with Himself. For those who love Him 
it will be paradise. For those who hate 
Him it will be hell. And all physical 
creation, together with the righteous, 
will rejoice and be glad in His coming 
(Hopko, Doctrine 133)

Objectives: The students will review for, and take the Unit I1 exam, OR they will men-
tion something they have learned from the course thus far.  They will be able to answer 1) 
What do we believe about the end of time? (We believe that at the end of time all will be 
raised to the presence of God. For those who lived united with God, the presence of God 
will be heaven. For those who did not, the presence of God will be hell.) 3) Which story 
helps us understand the Orthodox view of life after death? (“The Rich Man and Lazarus”).

Jesus Escapes Stoning
& “Let us recall what Scripture says of 
the Shepherd and the end of time . . .”



Lesson Plan
Issue 11

Opening
[Need: Unit III list of Opening and Closing Readings. Students should be ready to read 
along. Have one student read aloud, beginning with: “A reading from the book of  ____ 
chapter ___, verses ___ through ___.”] Let’s gather around the icon corner and stand to 
hear a reading from the Bible. 

Introduction
[If you have chosen to do the Study Guides and exams:] How many of you studied for the 
exam with your parents? Please open your notebooks so I can see their initials. [Review note-
book pages.] If you miss any questions, you will have a chance to take a make-up exam.  [Look 
over the exam questions qand review any that you think might be problematic. Then pass 
out exams.  You may have the students check each others, or you may wish to do this 
after class.  The students may miss four questions and still pass.] 

[If not having exam:] To begin class, I want you to think about this question, “What will happen 
at the end of time? [Allow responses. ]

Content Mastery
[Pass out Issue 11, and highlighters. Read page aloud.] The crowd was upset with Jesus and 
said he had “blasphemed.” From the context of the story, what might, “blasphemy,” mean? 
(To blaspheme is to insult God. Jesus’ claim that He is one with the Father, and the Good Shep-
herd of the Old Testament is considered blasphemy, also His statement of “The father and I are 
one.,“ as Jesus is speaking of Himself as though He were God. ) 

Lesson Reinforcement: Let’s see how well you recall what we’ve read. You may work as 
individuals or pairs, and can refer back to your reading. [Answers to Recap: 
 While at the Temple a group of religious authorities asked Jesus if he was 
the Messiah. His response was that he had told them already, when he described 
himself as the good shepherd who gives his life for the sheep. Then he claimed that 
he would give his sheep eternal life. “Blasphemy,” was heard through the crowd. Then 
Jesus said “I and my Father are one,” and the crowd picked up stones and began to 
stone him.
 The Scribe wrote that King David was a shepherd and the model for the 
expected messiah. After he died, the people no longer cared for the weak and poor 
and the kingdom fell, but God promised a new and everlasting kingdom and that in the 
end days God himself will come to search, as a shepherd, for the lost sheep. His people 
would lead the whole world in worship of the true God. 

Compare and Contrast. [Work on this as a class. Students may answer the fi nal ques-
tion with their own opinion. ]

The Orthodox World [Read together.]

Moral/Faith Issue:  none.

The Scribe: Record-Keeping:  Students should record “Jesus’ Claim to be Good Shep-
herd” and “God as Shepherd according to the Prophets,”

Study Guide Page
[Optional.] Make sure to check answers.

Closing
[Gather at the icon corner. Have students follow along as one reads aloud.]



Finding 
Bible
Passages

It’s important to know 
how to fi nd a Bible pas-
sage. Let’s look at how 
it’s done. Here is a Bible 
reference: MARK 3:1–5. 
This tells us that we are 
looking for the Book of 
Mark, chapter 3, verses 1 
through 5. 

Use the Table of Contents to turn to the right page. There may be a separate listing for the 
books of the Old Testament, and the books of the New Testament. After you fi nd the book, use 
the chapter and verse numbers in the heading to fi nd the exact page. Then you’re ready to fi nd 
the chapter number, and then the verse number. Don’t be confused by footnote and cross-ref-
erence numbers and symbols. 

Opening and Closing Readings, Unit III

Write the fi rst three words of each passage. . .

List of Opening and Closing Readings

When it is your turn to read, introduce the passage with “A reading from the 
book of __________,  chapter ____, verses ____ through ____.”

 

Issue Opening Reading Closing Reading

11 Isaiah 40:11 John 10:11-17, 29

12 Isaiah 55:6-9 Matthew 18:32-35

13 Micah 6:8 Luke 15:17-24

14 Daniel 12:2 John 11:11-17

15 Psalm 118:25-26 Matthew 21:1-9

16 2 Maccabbees 8:5-7, 10:1-9 Matthew 21:12-13



The Scribe          page 1/2

Unit 1I Exam

Section A. True or False? Circle T or F.

T   F   1. The word “messiah” means “anointed.”

T   F   2. The four marks of the Church are: One, Holy, Catholic, and Traditional

T   F   3. The word, “Eucharist” means “thanksgiving.”

T   F   4. Moses and Jesus both provided turkey in the wilderness for their followers.

T   F   5. The phrase from the Divine Liturgy, “Yours of Your Own,” means“You have given us all
  things, even the wheat to make this bread; we can offer nothing to you except what you 
  have fi rst given us.”
      
T   F   6.  Jesus said, “I am the Bread from heaven.”

Section B. Matching. The phrases in the column I are completed in column II. Write the letter of 
the phrase that completes each statement. 

 Column I       Column II

7. ____  The role of the prophet   a. was fulfi lled when Jesus gave sight to the blind 
       and preached to the poor.

8. ____ Enter through the narrow gate  b. was to call people back to God.

9. ____ The prophecy of Isaiah     c. that leads to life.

Section C. Short answer using complete sentences.

10. The Old Testament beliefs about the kingdom were, it was a transformation of life as we know it 
now, and it would just happen. What are two teachings of Jesus about the kingdom?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________



The Scribe Unit 1I  Exam, page 2/2

11. What is the Greatest Commandment? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Section D. Matching. The types of the Old Testament are matched with fulfi llments of the New Tes-
tament.  Write the letter of the matching event. 

 Column I       Column II

12. ____ God’s power over nature in Psalms  a. Jesus providing bread for the multitudes 

13.  ____ Moses giving manna during the exodus b. Jesus healing the blind, and preaching to the poor

14.  ____ Isaiah’s prophecy, “The Spirit of the  c. Jesus’ Calming of the Storm   
 Lord is upon me . . .”
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Unit 1I Exam   Answer Key

Section A. True or False? Circle T or F.

X  F   1. The word “messiah” means “anointed.”

T  X   2. The four marks of the Church are: One, Holy, Catholic, and Traditional

X  F   3. The word, “Eucharist” means “thanksgiving.”

T  X   4. Moses and Jesus both provided turkey in the wilderness for their followers.

X  F   5. The phrase from the Divine Liturgy, “Yours of Your Own,” means“You have given us all
  things, even the wheat to make this bread; we can offer nothing to you except what you 
  have fi rst given us.”
      
X  F   6.  Jesus said, “I am the Bread from heaven.”

Section B. Matching. The phrases in the column I are completed in column II. Write the letter of 
the phrase that completes each statement. 

 Column I       Column II

7.  b  The role of the prophet   a. was fulfi lled when Jesus gave sight to the blind 
       and preached to the poor.

8.  b Enter through the narrow gate  b. was to call people back to God.

9.  a The prophecy of Isaiah     c. that leads to life.

Section C. Short answer using complete sentences.

10. The Old Testament beliefs about the kingdom were, it was a transformation of life as we know it 
now, and it would just happen. What are two teachings of Jesus about the kingdom?

1)Jesus taught that the kingdom should have top priority in our 
lives, and 2) we should be pro-active in seeking it.

The Scribe Unit 1 Exam, page 2/2

Section D. Matching. The types of the Old Testament are matched with fulfi llments of the New Tes-
tament.  Write the letter of the matching event. 



The Scribe Unit 1 Exam, page 2/2

11. What is the Greatest Commandment? 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. And you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself. 

Section D. Matching. The types of the Old Testament are matched with fulfi llments of the New Tes-
tament.  Write the letter of the matching event. 

 Column I       Column II

12.  c  God’s power over nature in Psalms  a. Jesus providing bread for the multitudes 

13.  a Moses giving manna during the exodus b. Jesus healing the blind, and preaching to the poor

14.  b   Isaiah’s prophecy, “The Spirit of the  c. Jesus’ Calming of the Storm  
  Lord is upon me . . .”



Jesus Escapes Stoning
& “Let us recall what Scripture says of the Shep-
herd and the end of time . . .”

The Scribe

 While at the Temple a group of religious authorities asked Jesus if he was 
the Messiah. His response was that he had told them already, when he described 
himself as the good shepherd who gives his life for the sheep. Then he claimed 
that he would give his sheep eternal life. “Blasphemy,” was heard through the 
crowd. Then Jesus said “I and my Father are one,” and the crowd picked up stones 
and began to stone him.
 The Scribe wrote that King David was a shepherd and the model for the ex-
pected messiah. After he died, the people no longer cared for the weak and poor 
and the kingdom fell, but God promised a new and everlasting kingdom and that in 
the end days God himself will come to search, as a shepherd, for the lost sheep. 
His people would lead the whole world in worship of the true God. 

God as Shepherd accord-
ing to the Prophets 

Recap of the News
Fill in the blanks.

Jesus’ Claim to be the Good 
Shepherd

Compare and Contrast

Are Jesus’ words in line with the Old Testament beliefs about 
the Good Shepherd? Critical point?

Issue 11



  
The Scribe Issue 11 The Orthodox World

“For as lightning comes from 
the east and flashes to the 
west, so will the coming of the 
Son of Man be . . . 

Jesus spoke those words about 
His Second Coming, at the end 
of time. We don‛t know when 
this will be, and we don‛t spend 
a lot of time wondering. Rather, 
Orthodoxy teaches that we 
should be prepared to meet our 
Lord at any time. We should live 
each day as if it were our last. 

When the end of time does 
come, we believe that all people-
-not just the righteous--will be 

raised to the presence of God. 
We base this belief on a parable 

the Lord told about richman who 
ignored the needs of a beggar, 
Lazarus. Both die, and can see 
each other across a great chasm 
that cannot be crossed. One is 
in heaven and the other in hell. 
The story, “The Rich Man and 
Lazarus,” is found in Luke‛s gos-
pel, chapter 16: 20-25.

At the Second Coming, Jesus 
will judge every person. All will 
be raised to the presence of 
God. For those who lived united 
with God, the presence of God 
will be heaven. For those who 
did not, the presence of God will 
be hell. 

The End of Time

Liturgical Link

“Lord, have mercy”



Answer in complete sentences.

Issue 11 Study Guide

1.  What do we believe about the end of time?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Which story helps us understand the Orthodox view of life after death?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus Escapes Stoning
& “Let us recall what Scripture says of the Shep-
herd and the end of time . . .”



 Issue 12

For the Catechist

Issues 12 and 13 deal with a funda-
mental Christian concept, forgiveness. 
The parable of the Prodigal Son is the 
scripture most often associated with 
the concept of forgiveness; however, 
equally important is the parable of the 
Unmerciful Servant (Mtthew 18:35). 

Seventy x Seven. The parable is pre-
ceded by Peter’s question of how many 
times we are to forgive our brother.  As 
the number 7 stood for infi nity,  Jesus’ 
response of “70 x 7,” indicates that 
we are to always forgive.  We are not, 
however, obliged to stay in a harmful 
relationship.

The concept of infi nite forgiveness 
is diffi cult for most students. To not 
forgive does not hurt the person who 
offended the student as much as it 
hurts him or her.  The phrase “carrying 
a grudge,” aptly describes not forgiving-
-it is as if we are carrying a rock in our 
hearts. If they say that they cannot for-
give someone who has deeply offended 
them, suggest that they pray to the Holy 
Spirit to help them forgive. Forgiveness 
and peace will come over time. 

“As we forgive . . .” A third teaching 
of the same lesson is contained in the 
Lord’s prayer, “forgive us our tres-
passes as we forgive those who trespass 
againts us.” With these words, we tell 
God to forgive us to the extent that 
we have forgiven others. Jesus made it 
perfectly clear that forgiveness is not 
optional, but critical, for his followers. 

If we faithfully work to forgive small 
things, we will eventually be ready to 
begin the more diffi cult task taught by 
Christ: “But I say to you who hear: Love 
your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who curse you, 
and pray for those who spitefully use 
you” (Luke 6:27, 28).

Issue 13 presents the parable of the 
Prodigal Son.

Background Reading
(Direct quotations from sources noted)

Because God Forgives, We Forgive 
Sin is portrayed as a debt to God, a 
debt originated by neglecting God’s will. 
Ten thousand talents is an impossible 
sum, more than a laborer could earn 
in a lifetime is contrasted to a hundred 
denarii, equivalent to about a hundred 
day’s wages. . . . Because God forgives 
us, we in return are obligated to grant 
this gift of forgiveness to others (OSB 
footnote to Matthew 18:21-35). 

Forgiveness Sunday
The Sunday before Lent begins, the 
day on which the Church liturgically 
remembers the fall of Adam and Eve, 
This day is called Forgiveness Sunday 
since everyone must enter the Lenten 
effort by forgiving and asking forgive-
ness of others. . . . The signifi cance of the 
act of giving and receiving forgiveness 
[at the Vespers service] is obvious. God 
does not forgive us if we do not forgive 
each other. It is that simple. (Hopko, The 
Lenten Spring, 34)

Objectives:  The students will be able to answer, 1) “What is the name of the parable 
that teaches us we MUST forgive if we want to be in the Kingdom of God?” (Unmerciful 
Servant).  Briefl y recap the parable. (A king had mercy on a servant, and forgave the large 
debt of the servant. The servant found a fellow who owed him money and had him thrown 
in jail. When the king heard, he had the fi rst servant tortured for not showing mercy.; 
and 2) How many times are we to forgive others? (Seventy times seven). 3)  Jesus said, 
“_______ your enemies, . . . _________for those who spitefully use you.” (The blanks are 
“Love” and “pray.”)

Jesus Offers New Ideas on Forgiveness
& “Let us recall that we are to offer 
mercy . . .”

Lesson Quickview

OPENING: [Need:  Bible, marked 
at Micah 6:8.] Students will fi nd and 
mark opening and closing prayers 
as they wait for the class to begin. 

INTRODUCTION: Review 
Study Guide from Issue 11. Discus-
sion of, “Has anyone been merciful 
to you;” and “Lord, have mercy.”

CONTENT MASTERY: [Need: 
highlighters, Issue 12; “Issue 12 
Recap,” copies of “The Orthodox 
World,”] 
---Ahead of time, look at the “Re-
cap” worksheet and highlight your 
copy of Issue 12 according to what 
the students will need to know.

Lesson Reinforcement: “Recap 
of the News” matching, and “Com-
pare/Contrast” Jesus’ teaching of 
the Unmerciful Servant, and God’s 
desire that we be merciful.

The Orthodox World:  “The 
Kiss of Peace”

Moral/Faith Question: Can a 
person “forgive and forget?”

STUDY GUIDE PAGE: Optional. 
The answers to the questions are 
found in the lesson objective. 

CLOSING: [Need: Bible marked 
at Matthew 18: 32-35.]

RELEVANT SCRIPTURAL 
PASSAGES:

Parable of the Unmerciful Servant, 
Matthew 18:22-35

“O Israel . . .” Ps 130:7
“To Thee, O Lord . . .” Psalm 62:12
“The Lord is . . . ”Psalm 145:8
 “I have trusted . . . Psalm 13:5
“For a small . . . Isaiah 4:7-8
“He will send . . . “ Micah 7:18-19
“I desire mercy . . . “ Hosea 6:6
“do justice, love mercy . . .Micah 6:8



Lesson Plan

Opening
[Students should be ready to read along. Have one student read aloud, beginning with: 
“A reading from the book of  ____ chapter ___, verses ___ through ___.”] Let’s gather 
around the icon corner and stand to hear a reading from the Bible.  Please keep your Bibles open 
after the reading.

Introduction
[Give back and discuss exams, if applicable. Review Issue 11 Study Guide.] Today’s opening 
reading contained a word for us to discuss. Before you guess which word, let me ask, “Have you 
ever forgiven someone who hurt you, without making them “pay” for what they had done?”  
Think of the quote from today’s opening reading.  Which word expresses this idea of forgiveness? 
(Mercy.) Where else do we hear that word? (In the Divine Liturgy. ) Why do all our prayers ask 
mercy from the Lord?  Why can’t we pray simply, “Lord, we’ve been pretty faithful, so send us 
good weather, okay?” [Allow responses.] 

Content Mastery
[Pass out Issue 12, and highlighters. Read page aloud.]  

Lesson Reinforcement: Let’s see how well you recall what we’ve read. You may work as 
individuals or pairs, and can refer back to your reading. [Answers to Recap: 
  1. e; 2. d; 3. f; 4.c; 5. a; 6. b; 7. i; 8. h; 9. g

Compare and Contrast. [Work on this as a class. Students may answer the fi nal ques-
tion with their own opinion. ]

The Orthodox World [Read together.]

[Yellow box answers: love, pray.]

Moral/Faith Issue:  Can a person “forgive and forget?”

The Scribe: Record-Keeping:  Students should record “ Jesus’ teaching of the Unmer-
ciful Servant,” and “God’s desire that we be merciful.”

Study Guide Page
[Optional. Make sure to check answers.]

Closing
[Gather at the icon corner. Have students follow along as one reads aloud.]

Issue 12



Jesus Offers New Ideas on Forgiveness
& “Let us recall God’s desire that we offer mercy . . .”

The Scribe

Jesus’ teaching of the 
unmerciful servant

Recap of the News
Write the letter of the phrase that completes each sentence.

God’s desire that we 
be merciful

Compare and Contrast

Did the Scribe agree with Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness? 
Critical point?

Issue 12

1. Jesus told the story of ______

2. The king hade mercy and  ____

3. The servant found a fellow servant who owed _____

4. The fellow servant pleaded for mercy, but instead___
__

5.  The king heard about the unmerciful servant, and had 
him ____

6. Jesus said God will deal this way with us ____

7. The Scribe said the story meant that each of us ____

8. God is ready to forgive us; all we have to do is ____

9. The Scribe wrote, whenever we hurt, we forgive--
_____

a. tortured until he paid the debt 
in full.

b. if we do not forgive.

c. was thrown into jail

d. forgave the debt.

e. a servant who owed the king a 
large sum of money.

f. a small amount of money.

g. always.

h. be forgiving in turn.

i. has offended God far more than 
our brother can ever offend us.



The Scribe Issue 12 The Orthodox World

After the Great Entrance, 
the priest says to all, “Let us 
love one another that with one 
accord (mind) we may confess 
. . .” After this phrase the 
celebrants exchange the kiss 
of peace. 

This prayer opens the door to 
what comes next--the conse-
cration of the bread and wine.  
It recalls Christ‛s teaching, 
“If you bring your gift to the 
altar, and there remember 
that your brother has some-
thing against you, leave your 
gift there before the altar 
and go your way. First be 
reconciled to your brother, 
and then come and offer your 
gift” (Matthew 23-24)

The faithful are to love, and 
be at peace with one another, 
in order to continue with the 
Divine Liturgy--that‛s how 
important forgiveness and 
unity are. 

We are to be “one” in faith, 
and in love, before we partake 
of the one body and one chal-
ice. The chalice is the symbol 
of the unity of the faithful.

In many parishes the faith-
ful exchange the peace with 
the greeting, “Christ is in our 
midst; He is and always shall 
be. 

The Kiss of Peace

Liturgical Link

“With faith and love draw near!”

Jesus said, “_____________ your enemies. . . . _____________for those

who spitefully use you”  (Luke 6:27-28).

Can a person forgive and 
forget?



Answer in complete sentences, except #3.

Issue 12 Study Guide

1.  What is the name of the parable that teaches us we MUST forgive if we want to be in the 
Kingdom of God?  Briefl y recap the parable.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.  How many times are we to forgive others? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3)  Jesus said, “_______ your enemies, . . . _________for those who spitefully use you.” 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus Offers New Ideas on Forgiveness
& “Let us recall that we are to offer mercy . . .”



 Issue 13

Lesson Quickview

OPENING: [Need:  Bible, marked 
at Isaiah 55:6-9.] Students will 
fi nd and mark opening and closing 
prayers as they wait for the class 
to begin. 

INTRODUCTION: [Need: Study 
Guides from Issue 11-12. Discuss, 
“What does forgiveness feel like?”

CONTENT MASTERY: [Need: 
highlighters, Issue 13; “Issue 13 
Recap,” copies of “The Orthodox 
World,”] 
---Ahead of time, look at the “Re-
cap” worksheet and highlight your 
copy of Issue 13 according to what 
the students will need to know.

Lesson Reinforcement: “Recap 
of the News” matching, and “Com-
pare/Contrast “Jesus’ teaching of 
the merciful father,” and “David’s 
experience of God’s mercy.”

The Orthodox World:  “The 
Mystery of Confession”

Moral/Faith Question: none

STUDY GUIDE PAGE: Optional. 
The answers to the questions are 
found in the lesson objective. 

CLOSING: [Need: Bible marked 
at Luke 15:17-24.]

RELEVANT SCRIPTURAL 
PASSAGES:

The Prodigal Son,  Luke 15:11-32.

David and Bathsheba, 2 Samuel 
11-12.

For the Catechist

The second of two lessons on forgive-
ness uses King David’s grievous sin to 
show that God is merciful. King David 
sinned when he desired Bathsheba, the 
wife of Uriah. His desire led him to 
send Uriah to the battlefi eld where he 
would surely meet his death. Bathsheba 
would then be free to marry him. When 
this had transpired, the prophet Nathan 
reproached the King through the use of 
a story (see 2 Samuel 12:1-15). David’s 
grief and repentance is expressed in 
Psalm 51, which is the psalm most often 
used in the Orthodox Church.

Repentance. Repentance is one of the 
five movements of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives. When we realize that we have 
gone off the path of salvation, are sorry, 
and then turn back to God, we experi-
ence repentance (in Greek, metanoia). 
To repent is not just to say, “I’m sorry,” 
but to change the direction of our lives 
so that we turn away from sin.  Repen-
tance is the movement of returning to 
the path from which we have strayed. 

As the Prodigal Son came back asking 
his father for forgiveness, so we return 
to our heavenly Father in repentance, 
seeking forgiveness so that we can be 
reunited with Him. In the Sacrament 
of Confession, we stand before Christ, 
to whom we confess our wrongdoings, 
with the priest as our witness and guide. 

The story of the Prodigal Son inspires 
us to seek God’s mercy. It is the gospel 
that is read on the third Sunday before 
the Great Fast, thus urging us to come 
back to God as we prepare for the 
Lenten journey.

Background Reading
(Direct quotations from sources noted)

Parable of thre Prodigal Son
This parable, perhaps the most magnifi -
cent of all parables, occurs only in Luke 
and illustrates God’s unconditional love 
and forgiveness for the repentant sinner 
. . . The father’s tender actions show he 
never ceased looking for the return of 
his son, just as God always longs for the 
return of every sinner to His forgiving 
embrace . . . The father also has to deal 
with the resentful older son and does 
so with the same gentle kindness shown 
to the younger. By contrast, this son 
shows a pharisaic attitude of self-righ-
teousness and contempt for his brother, 
much like a Church member who does 
not wish to be bothered with visitors 
or new converts (OSB footnotes to 
Luke 15:11-32).

The Mystery of Confession
The sacrament of penance exists in the 
Church to allow for the repentance and 
reconversion of Christians who have 
fallen away from the life of faith. There 
are three main elements to the act of 
formal penance. The first is a sincere 
sorrow for sins and for the breaking of 
communion with God. The second is an 
open and heartfelt confession of sins. At 
one time this confession was done pub-
licly before all men in the midst of the 
Church, but in recent times it is usually 
done only in the presence of the pas-
tor of the Church who stands in behalf 
of all. The third element of penance is 
the formal prayer of absolution through 
which the forgiveness of God through 
Christ is sacramentally bestowed upon 
the repentant sinner (Hopko, Worship,  
38)

Objectives:  The students will be able to answer: 1) Jesus taught that God our Father 
will forgive us when we sin. Which parable did He use to teach this lesson? (The Parable of 
the ProdigalSon); and 2) Explain the Mystery of Confession. (In the Mystery of Confession, 
a person confesses his or her sin, receives forgiveness, and is made new again.).

Jesus’ Story of the Merciful Father 
and the  Prodigal Son & “Let us recall 
God’s mercy toward King David . . .”



Lesson Plan

Opening
[Students should be ready to read along. Have one student read aloud, beginning with: 
“A reading from the book of  ____ chapter ___, verses ___ through ___.”] Let’s gather 
around the icon corner and stand to hear a reading from the Bible. 

Introduction
[Review Issue 12 Study Guide.] Last week we looked at forgiveness, from the side of the one 
who forgives. This week, we’ll look at the issue from the point of view of the one who needs be 
forgiven. Let’s start with a question, “What does forgiveness feel like?” [Allow responses.]

Content Mastery
[Pass out Issue 13, and highlighters. Read page aloud.]  

Lesson Reinforcement: Let’s see how well you recall what we’ve read. You may work as 
individuals or pairs, and can refer back to your reading. [Answers to Recap: 
 After the younger son squanders his inheritance, he returns home, hoping to 
work for his father. The father has mercy on the son, and orders a celebration, but 
the older son, who has stayed by the father all his life, is upset. The father bids the 
son to rejoice since his lost brother has returned.
 In the scriptures, the Scribe reported, we have several accounts of God‛s 
mercy. One involves King David, who took Bathsheba, the wife of a soldier. David 
repented saying: “I acknowledge my trangressions . . .a broken and a contrite heart, 
these, O God, you will not despise.” King David trusted in God‛s mercy, and it was 
given.] 

[If you have time, you may want to have the students read the story of David and Bath-
sheba. The most relevant passages are: 2 Samuel 11:2-4,14-17, 12:13.]

Compare and Contrast. [Work on this as a class. Students may answer the fi nal ques-
tion with their own opinion. ]

The Orthodox World [Read together.]

Moral/Faith Issue:  none

The Scribe: Record-Keeping:  Students should record “ Jesus’ teaching of the merciful 
father,” and “David’s experince of God’s mercy.”

Study Guide Page
[Optional. Make sure to check answers.]

Closing
[Gather at the icon corner. Have students follow along as one reads aloud.]

Issue 13



Jesus’ Story of the Merciful Father and the  
Prodigal Son & “Let us recall God’s mercy to-
ward King David . . .”

The Scribe

 After the younger son ________ his inheritance, he returns 
home, hoping to work for his father. The father has _______ on the 
son, and orders a celebration, but the older son, who has ________ 
by the father all his life, is upset. The father bids the son to rejoice 
since his lost brother has ________.
 In the scriptures, the Scribe reported, we have several accounts 
of God‛s _________. One involves King David, who took __________, 
the wife of a soldier. David repented saying: “I acknowledge my ____
_____ . . . a broken and a _______ heart, these, O God, you will not 
despise.” King ________ trusted in God‛s mercy, and it was given.

Jesus’ teaching of 
the merciful father

Recap of the News
Fill in the blanks.

David’s experience 
of God’s mercy

Compare and Contrast

Did the Scribe convince you that Jesus’ teaching was in line 
with the scriptures? Critical point?

Issue 13



The Scribe Issue 13 The Orthodox World

Baptism placed our feet 
on the path of salvation. 
However, there are times 
when we find ourselves off 
the path because of sin. 
When we fall into sin, the 
Holy Spirit urges our hearts 
to repent, and we come 
before the icon of Christ to 
speak to our spiritual father. 

When we participate in the 
Mystery of Confession, we 
are given a clean slate. Just 
as we were cleansed and 
born anew in baptism, in the 
Mystery of Confession we 
receive new life once again 
and we return to walk the 
path of salvation.

As we are called to become 
like God, we are called to 
live in relationship with God. 
Relationships require time 
spent together. When we 
have not spent time with God, 
we confess our sin, which is 
essentially failing to place 
God first and foremost in our 
life.

We should never hesitate 
to come for the Mystery 
of Confession. We need to 
admit that we are not per-
fect. Humility, recognizing our 
unworthiness before God, is 
considered by Orthodox the 
prime virtue.

The Mystery of Confession

Liturgical Link

“Unto remission of his/her sins, and unto life everlasting . . .”



Answer in complete sentences.

Issue 13 Study Guide

1.  Jesus taught that God our Father will forgive us when we sin.  Which parable did He use 
to teach this lesson?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2) Explain the Mystery of Confession. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus’ Story of the Merciful Father and the  Prodigal Son & 
“Let us recall God’s mercy toward King David . . .”



 Issue 14

Lesson Quickview

OPENING: [Need:  Bible, marked 
at Daniel 12:2.] Students will fi nd 
and mark opening and closing 
prayers as they wait for the class 
to begin. 

INTRODUCTION: [Need: 
Resurrection icon.] Review Study 
Guide from Issue 12, 13. Discuss, 
“Do you want to be saved?”

CONTENT MASTERY: [Need: 
highlighters, Issue 14; “Issue 14 
Recap,” copies of “The Orthodox 
World,”] 
---Ahead of time, look at the “Re-
cap” worksheet and highlight your 
copy of Issue 14 according to what 
the students will need to know.

Lesson Reinforcement: “Recap 
of the News” fi ll in the blanks, and 
“Compare/Contrast” Jesus’ raising 
of Lazarus,” and “Old Testament 
views on the resurrection.”

The Orthodox World:  “Death 
and Resurrection”

Moral/Faith Question: Do you 
want to be saved?

STUDY GUIDE PAGE: Optional. 
The answers to the questions are 
found in the lesson objective. 

CLOSING: [Need: Bible marked 
at John 11:11-17.]

RELEVANT SCRIPTURAL 
PASSAGES:

Lazarus,  John 11

“Dry bones,” Ezechiel, 37

“The people that walked in dark-
ness . . .” Isaiah 9:2

“Suffering Servant,” Isaiah 50

“Dead shall awake,” Daniel 12:2

For the Catechist

The raising of Lazarus prefi gures 
Christ’s resurrection, and our own. 
Word of this miracle spread quickly. It is 
the reason for the crowds who gath-
ered to see Jesus enter Jerusalem. The 
rising popularity of Jesus led the Jewish 
authorities to consider killling Lazarus 
as well as Jesus.

The Jews were divided as to whether 
there would be a general resurrection 
at the end of the world--the Sadducees 
rejected the idea. The prophets had 
spoken of resurrection, using imagery 
such as Ezekiel’s “dry bones,.” About 
150 years before Christ, the book of 
Maccabbees spoke clearly of it, “The 
King of the world will raise us up, who 
die for his laws, in the resurrectoin of 
eternal life” (2 Maccabbees 7:9. )

In “The Orthodox World,” the topic is 
“Death and Resurrection.” In Lesson 
11 the students learned that at the 
end of time, all would be raised to the 
presence of God. This is based on the 
parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus. 
That parable reveals tells us that those 
in heaven and those in hell can see each 
other. It serves not only as the basis for 
our belief about the end of time, but 
as the story was not told about two 
people who had recently died, it until 
the general resurrection. 

We know that at the end of time 
Christ will judge us; however, we cannot 
judge the destiny of others. We do not 
say that someone is damned because he 
or she is not Orthodox. We do know 
that we will be judged as to whether we 
were faithful Orthodox Christians! 

The Moral/Faith question echoes 
the question Jesus posed to the man 
at the pool of Bethsaida.-- “Do you 
want to be healed?” (John 5:2-6) It is 
posed to make the students question 
how serious they are about salvation.  
Orthodoxy professes that baptism 
places our feet on the path of salva-
tion, but it is up to us to walk the path: 
“work out your own salvation in fear 
and trembling” (Philippians 2:12),

For Orthodox Christians, salvation 
begins here and now. We strive to 
live united with God here (theosis), so 
that we can continue that relationship 
when we pass on. Heaven is not just 
the reward for the journey, but also the 
journey.

Background Reading
(Direct quotations from sources noted)

The Soul Lingered
There existed a rabbinic opinion that 
the soul lingered about the body for 
three days, but from the fourth day on 
there was no hope of resuscitation. 
(OSB footnote to John 11:17)

Eternal Life
The Orthodox Church does not believe 
merely in the immortality of the soul, 
and in the goodness and ultimate salva-
tion of only spiritual reality. Following 
the Scriptures, Orthodox Christians 
believe in the goodness of the human 
body and of all material and physical 
creation. Thus, in its faith in resurrection 
and eternal life, the Orthodox Church 
looks not to some “other world” for 
salvation, but to this very world so 
loved by God, resurrected and glorifi ed 
by Him, fi lled with His own divine pres-
ence (Hopko, Doctrine, 58).

Objectives:  The students will will be able to answer: 1) Jesus is our Savior. What are 
we saved from? (We are saved from the consequence of sin: eternal death.); and 2) What 
happens when we die? We believe that when we die to our earthly life, we await the 
general resurrection which will occur at the end of the world. Until then, we will receive a 
foretaste of heaven or hell.)

Lazarus Called Out of the Tomb
& “Let us consider belief in the resur-
rection . . .” 



Lesson Plan

Opening
[Students should be ready to read along. Have one student read aloud, beginning with: 
“A reading from the book of  ____ chapter ___, verses ___ through ___.”] Let’s gather 
around the icon corner and stand to hear a reading from the Bible. 

Introduction
[Review Issue 11-13 Study Guide.]  Let’s begin class with the moral/faith issue for this unit. 
“Do you want to be saved? [Allow responses. ]

Content Mastery
[Pass out Issue 14, and highlighters. Read page aloud.]  

Lesson Reinforcement: Let’s see how well you recall what we’ve read.  You may work as 
individuals or pairs, and can refer back to your reading. [Answers to Recap: 
 Jesus came to the tomb of his friend, Lazarus. He ordered the stone rolled 
away. Then he shouted for the dead man. One witness said, “Jesus‛ voice went right 
through me; never have I heard a voice like that.”  Then Lazarus emerged from the 
tomb.
 The Scribe explained the Jewish viewpoint on death and resurrection. Those 
who have died, go to Sheol, where they exist as “shadows” of themselves. God has 
power over death. The prophets showed this, and taught about it. Ezechiel taught that 
“dry bones” could be “knit together” and “enfl eshed.” Isaiah wrote about a “suffering 
servant” who would arise from the dead to make many holy.  God informed Daniel that 
at the end of time, the dead would awake.] 

Compare and Contrast. [Work on this as a class. Students may answer the fi nal ques-
tion with their own opinion. ]

The Orthodox World [Read together.]

Moral/Faith Issue:  Do you want to be saved? 

The Scribe: Record-Keeping:  Students should record “Jesus’ raising of Lazarus,” and 
“Old Testament views on the resurrection.”

Study Guide Page
[Optional. Make sure to check answers.]

Closing
[Gather at the icon corner. Have students follow along as one reads aloud.]

Issue 14



Lazarus Called Out of the Tomb
& Let us consider belief in the resurrection . . . 

The Scribe

Jesus’ raising of Lazarus

Recap of the News
Fill in the blanks.

O.T. belief in resurrection

Compare and Contrast

Why was the Scribe excited about Jesus’ raising of Lazarus, 
when resurrection of the dead was already known in scripture?

Issue 14

 Jesus came to the tomb of his friend, _________. He ordered the 
_____ rolled away. Then he shouted for the dead man. One witness said, “Je-
sus‛ voice went right through me; never have I heard a _____ like that.”  Then 
Lazarus _________ from the tomb.
 The Scribe explained the Jewish viewpoint on death and _________. 
Those who have died, go to Sheol, where they exist as “_______” of them-
selves. God has _____ over death. The ________ showed this, and taught 
about it. Ezechiel taught that “___  _____” could be “knit together” and “en-
fl eshed.” Isaiah wrote about a “_________  _______” who would arise from 
the dead to make many _____.  God informed Daniel that at the end of _____, 
the dead would awake.



The Scribe Issue 14 The Orthodox World

Human beings were created 
by God to live united with 
Him forever. When Adam 
and Eve ate of the forbid-
den tree, they believed they 
would become “like God” by 
their own efforts. Their act 
brought evil and death into 
the world. We say that cre-
ation is “fallen” and that we 
live in a “fallen world.” 

We need to be saved from 
this reality. Jesus is our sav-
ior. He came to save us from 
eternal death--the conse-
quence of sin.

We believe that when we die 
to our earthly life, we await 
the general resurrection 
which will occur at the end 
of the world. Until then, we 
will receive a foretaste of 
heaven or hell as our life has 
determined. 

The union that we experi-
ence with God, theosis, will 
continue after our death and 
resurrection.

Death and Resurrection

Liturgical Link

“Remember me, O Lord, in Your 
Kingdom!”

Do you want to be 
saved?



Answer in complete sentences.

Issue 14 Study Guide

1.  Jesus is our Savior. What are we saved from?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What happens when we die? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Lazarus Called Out of the Tomb
& “Let us consider belief in the resurrection . . .” 



 Issue 15

Lesson Quickview

OPENING: [Need:  Bible, marked 
at Psalm 118:25-26.] Students will 
fi nd and mark opening and closing 
prayers as they wait for the class 
to begin. 

INTRODUCTION: [Need: 
Bibles wth Old Testament.] Review 
Study Guide from Issues 13, 14. 
Bible Skills: Concordance, to learn 
about David, Bibles with Old Testa-
ment. The students will look up 
references to David. 

CONTENT MASTERY: [Need: 
highlighters, Issue 15; “Issue 15 
Recap,” copies of “The Orthodox 
World,”] 
---Ahead of time, look at the “Re-
cap” worksheet and highlight your 
copy of Issue 15 according to what 
the students will need to know.

Lesson Reinforcement: “Recap 
of the News” matching, and “Com-
pare/Contrast” David and Jesus. 
This activity may be omitted if time 
is short.

The Orthodox World:  “Ortho-
doxy, Hierarchy, and Order”

Moral/Faith Question: none

STUDY GUIDE PAGE: Optional. 
The answers to the questions are 
found in the lesson objective. 

CLOSING: [Need: Bible marked 
at Matthew 21:1-9 .]

RELEVANT SCRIPTURAL
PASSAGES 

Triumphal Entry, Matthew 21:1-9

“Hosanna,” Psalm 118:25-26

Also, see Introduction for refer-
ences to David

For the Catechist

Of all the concepts of prefi gurement 
and fulfi llment, two Old Testament types 
are most signfi cant. Moses is the fi rst, 
and David is the second. While the Jews 
had hopes for a military leader, and 
looked to David as the example, David 
was much more than that. He was close 
to God, as is evidenced by the Psalms 
he wrote, and anxious to unite God’s 
people for God’s service. He was the 
second king of Israel--Saul was the fi rst. 
Jesus was believed to be of Bethlehem, 
the City of David.

It is important to recall that Jesus had 
raised Lazarus shortly before his entry 
into Jerusalem. It was word of this 
miracle that brought the people out to 
see Jesus and hail him. 

We hail Jesus as our king not only 
on Palm Sunday, but whenever we 
say “Lord, have mercy,” or prostrate 
ourselves, or recite the Prayer of St. 
Ephraim. 

The opening reading was chosen 
because the crowd that met Jesus was 
shouting this psalm verse. (118:25-26). 
See footnote to Matthew 21:9.
David was a remarkable person.  During 
the Introduction, the students will have 
a chance to use the concordance to 
learn more about him. David is often 
credited with the book of Psalms. He 
wrote several, but not all of them.

Background Reading
(Direct quotations from sources noted)

The disciples knew that the Pharisees 
and Chief Priests feared Jesus’ popular-

ity and were likely plotting to kill him. 
They thought they would be killed as 
well, as his disciples.

The Triumphal Entry is celebrated by 
the Church on Palm Sunday. By Jesus’ 
time Jewish nationalism had begun 
to rise, leading to the expectation 
of a political Messiah. Jewish leaders 
looked for a national king who would 
deliver them from the Roman yoke 
and reestablish David’s kingdom. Many 
Jews wanted a king like Jehu (2 Kings 9), 
who shed much blood and who would 
not hesitate to use the sword for the 
realization of nationalistic dreams. Oth-
ers, responding to the messianic signs of 
Jesus--especially the raising of Lazarus 
(John 12:9-11)--expected more. In 
humility, Jesus shows He has not come 
to reestablish the earthly kingdom of 
David. He does not ride in a chariot but 
upon a donkey, an animal of peace. This 
is no mere earthly king, but the King 
of Glory who has come to reveal the 
Kingdom of God. Thus, the Church sees 
the Son of God entering not the earthly 
Jerusalem only, but more importantly 
the celestial Jerusalem, to establish His 
reign and His Kingdom (see Mark 11:10; 
Luke 19:38). He is taking the New Je-
rusalem to Himself as a pure bride, and 
the children celebrate His entrance as if 
it were a marriage (v. 15).
. . .
As He enters Jerusalem, Jesus is hailed 
as Messiah with the words of Psalms 
118:25, 26. The people knew this 
psalm well.  Associated with messianic 
expectation, it was recited daily for six 
days during the Feast of Tabernacles, 
and seven times on the seventh day as 
branches were waved. Hosanna means 
“Save [we] pray.” (Psalm 118:25). (OSB 
footnote to John 12:13).

Objectives:  The students will discuss what humble means, and how Jesus showed he 
was humble. They will be able to answer, 1) Which feast day celebrates Jesus’ being hailed 
as a king? (Entry into Jerusalem, or Palm Sunday.) 2) Who gave the Jews the example for 
the future and fi nal Messiah? (David) 3) State one way in which Jesus was the fulfi llment of 
David. (Among these: Both were courageous, and close to God. Both were kings--one earthly, 
and one heavenly.)

Jerusalem Crowds Hail Jesus
& “Let us consider Jesus and David . . .”



Lesson Plan

Opening
[Students should be ready to read along. Have one student read aloud, beginning with: “A 
reading from the book of  ____ chapter ___, verses ___ through ___.”] Let’s gather around 
the icon corner and stand to hear a reading from the Bible. 

Introduction
[Review Issues 13-14 Study Guides.]  Let’s begin class with a survey. question. “Which qualities 
do you want in a presidential candidate?” I’ll say a quality and if it’s one you feel is important, stand; 
if it isn’t, stay in your seat. [Explanation for each is in brackets in case the students want more 
information--don’t read the explanations unless someone asks for clarifi cation.]
 - Courageous    [1 Samuel 17]
 - Victorious in battle   [2 Samuel 8, 10]
 - Kind and merciful   [1 Samuel 24:1-22; 16:1-25]
 - Interested in poetry and music  [1 Samuel 16:14-23]
 - Guilty of murder    [2 Samuel 11]
 - Able to bring people together  [2 Samuel 5:1-5]
 - Close to God    [2 Samuel 7, and many of the psalms]

One of the most important people in scripture was King David. He had all the qualities that I used 
for the survey. He was an exceptional person, but not perfect. He is an ancestor of Christ, which 
shows that God can work with those who are not perfect, to establish his kingdom. He is considered 
the king of the earthly Jerusalem, and Christ is considered the king of the heavenly Jerusalem.

[Pass out Bible skills page, “David.” Students may work together or singly.] Let’s get to know 
David before we read the Issue 15. In your concordance, look up David and you’ll see there are 
quite a few citations. Let’s take about 10 minutes to look up citations as the Bible skills page 
explains. Glance through these now, and tell me your choice. Two groups can’t choose the same 
citation. [Allow time for sharing the notes students have made,]

Content Mastery
[Pass out Issue 15, and highlighters. Read page aloud.]  There is something important to 
note that doesn’t come across in today’s issue, namely, David is one of the most important 
“types” of Christ, for this reason, David is considered the king of the earthly Jerusalem, and Christ is 
considered the king of the heavenly Jerusalem. 

Lesson Reinforcement: [You may choose to omit this activity if time is short. ] Let’s see 
how well you recall what we’ve read.  Today we’ll do this together. [Answers to Recap: 
  1. c; 2. a; 3. b; 4. d; 5. i; 6. e; 7. g; 8. f; 9. i.]

Compare and Contrast. [You may choose to omit this activity if time is short.  Work on 
this as a class. Students may answer the fi nal question with their own opinion. ]

The Orthodox World [Read together.]
Moral/Faith Issue:  None. 

The Scribe: Record-Keeping:  Students should record “David,” and “Jesus.”’

Study Guide Page
[Optional. Make sure to check answers.]

Closing
[Gather at the icon corner. Have students follow along as one reads aloud.]

Issue 15



Finding a 
Word or 
Phrase

The concordance offers a 
word followed by phrases that 
contain the word.  After the “. 
. .”  is the citation for fi nding 
that passage.

In a concordance, the citations 
are listed in the order their 
books appear in the Bible, 
hence, Old Testament fi rst, 
Then New Testament.

 Introduction, Issue 15

Bible Skills: Using a Concordance

DAVID

King David had become a symbol for the Jews of Jesus’ time. All who led the Jews were mea-
sured against this ruler and military chief. But he was much more than a simple phrase can 
express.  Using a concordance, look up some of the passages listed under “David” to build a 
picture of this man. 

Citation  What did you learn about David?



Jerusalem Crowds Hail Jesus
& Let us consider Jesus and David

The Scribe

1. The streets were lined with ____
2. Some hailed him as the King of Is-
rael, even though he was not in a ____
3. He rode on the ____
4. A Pharisee expressed the view that 
Jesus wants to ____
5. The Scribe explained that David, the 
second king of Israel, ____
6. David was ____
7. David was ____
8. David was a shepherd ____
9. He noted that several of these quali-
ties ____

David

Recap of the News
Write the letter of the phrase that completes the sentence.

Jesus

Compare and Contrast

Which, if any, is a convincng point for Jesus being the fulfi ll-
ment of King David?

Issue 15

a. chariot, or even on a horse.
b. colt of a donkey.
c. Passover pilgrims waiting to see 
Jesus.
d. turn his popularity into power.
e. close to God.
f. and humble.
g. courageous and faithful. 
h. gives the Jews the example for the 
Messiah.
i. are also found in Jesus.



The Scribe Issue 15 The Orthodox World

In the early Church and 
today, bishops are not self-
appointed but chosen by the 
Church, as the first Twelve 
Apostles were chosen by 
Christ. From the time of 
Christ‛s twelve disciples, 
bishops have laid hands on 
their successors to ordain 
them, creating an unbroken 
line that continues to today‛s 
bishops. This is the defini-
tion of the term, “apostolic 
succession.” 

Through the Mystery of 
Holy Ordination, priests and 
deacons are called to serve 
the faithful as assistants of 

the bishops. There is a hierar-
chy, or ranking, with the bish-
ops having the most authority, 
and the most responsibility. 
The Church‛s hierarchy exists 
so that there is order and not 
chaos. 

Through Holy Orders, Christ 
ensures His people that His 
presence will be seen in the 
person of the deacon, priest, 
and bishop.

In the Mystery, the blessing is 
bestowed by the laying on of 
hands, as Christ did when He 
healed. 

Orthodoxy, Hierarchy, and Order

Liturgical Link

“Hosanna in the
highest!”



Answer in complete sentences.

Issue 15 Study Guide

1.  Which feast day celebrates Jesus’ being hailed as a king?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Who gave the Jews the example for the future and fi nal Messiah?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. State one way in which Jesus was the fulfi llment of David.
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Jerusalem Crowds Hail Jesus
& “Let us consider Jesus and David . . .”



The Scribe: Record Form

1ssue Old Testament Type New Testament Fulfi llment

 15
 16
 17
 18
 19
 20
 21
 22
 23
 24

Did the Scribe make a good case for Jesus’ fulfi lling the Scriptures? 
Support your conclusion citing one or more issues.

Would you have hailed Jesus as king of the Jews, had you kept up with the news stories 
and Scribe’s commentary? Why, why not?



 Issue 16

Lesson Quickview

OPENING: [Need:  Bible, marked 
at 2 Maccabbees 8:5-7, 10:1-9..] 
Students will fi nd and mark opening 
and closing prayers as they wait for 
the class to begin. 

INTRODUCTION: [Need: “Bible 
skills: Concordance to learn about 
Wisdom] Review Study Guide from 
Issue 14, 15. 

CONTENT MASTERY: [Need: 
highlighters, Issue 16; “Issue 16 
Recap,” copies of “The Orthodox 
World,”] 
---Ahead of time, look at the “Re-
cap” worksheet and highlight your 
copy of Issue 16 according to what 
the students will need to know.

Lesson Reinforcement: “Recap 
of the News” fi ll-in, and “Com-
pare/Contrast” Judas Maccabbees 
and the Temple, and Jesus Cleansing  
the Temple.

The Orthodox World:  Church: 
Beyond Space and Time

Moral/Faith Question: none

STUDY GUIDE PAGE: Optional. 
The answers to the questions are 
found in the lesson objective. 

CLOSING: [Need: Bible marked 
at Matthew 21:1-10.]

RELEVANT SCRIPTURAL 
PASSAGES:

Cleansing of Temple, Matthew 
21:1-10.

Maccabbees family, 1 Maccabbees 
2:1-14

Maccabbees revolt, 2 Maccabbees 
8:5-7, 10:1-9

The Wisdom Books in the Bible: 
Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Wisdom, 
Ecclesiastes, and the Song of 
Solomon

For the Catechist

The cleansing of the temple is the focus 
of this lesson, and as the temple was 
built by Solomon (circa 900 BC), who 
wa reknowned for wisdom, this lesson 
also introduces the wisdom books of the 
Bible, some of which were written by 
Solomon.

The Temple History. King David’s son, 
Solomon, built the temple to house the 
ark of the covenant during the 10th cen-
tury B.C. It was destroyed in 586 B.C. by 
the Babylonians. Rebuilt in 515 B.C., the 
“second temple” existed until the Ro-
mans destroyed in in 70 A.D. The Temple 
was destroyed, but for a few walls, 
(notably the “wailing wall”) and has not 
been rebuilt. The temple has been rebuilt 
in a model in Jerusalem. For information, 
photos, and diagrams, check the internet 
for “Jerusalem Temple.” The Wikipedia 
site is helpful. If you are intrigued by the 
Temple, you may wish to download some 
of the information, and spend a class ses-
sion learning about it.

Maccabees. Around 200 B.C. the Syr-
ians (Seleucids) took over Jerusalem 
and began forbidding Jewish religious 
observances. The Temple was defi led, 
and the people tortured. Judas Macca-
bees (“Maccaabbees,” means “hammer,”) 
gathered the Jews together and was able 
to regain, and purify the Temple. They 
had enough lamp oil to last for one day, 
but miraculously the lamps stayed lit for 
eight days. This event is commemorated 
in Hannukah. 

Wisdom. The third king of the Jews 
was Solomon, son of King David and 
Bathsheba. Solomon asked God for wis-
dom to deal fairly and honestly with this 

people, and it was granted. The Wisdom 
Books in the Bible (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Wisdom, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of 
Solomon), are credited to King Solomon, 
either directly, or because he was con-
sidered the father of Hebrew wisdom 
literature. While other cultures had 
wisdom literature, the Hebrews spoke of 
wisdom as belonging solely to God and 
those to whom he granted it.  Wisdom 
was valued above all.

When we seek God and knowledge of 
how to attain heaven, we seek wisdom. 
Wisdom is the ability to see the “big 
picture” and to know our place within it. 
Zacchaeus, the one who climbed a tree 
to see Jesus, is a good model for seek-
ers (Luke 19:10).  We are to be forever 
learning from our circumstances and 
from the lives of the saints. Every person 
and every event, with the help of the 
Holy Spirit, can bring us wisdom. Wisdom 
is one of the five movements of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives. Wisdom is the 
movement of ever-learning and growing 
in the Orthodox Way.

Background Reading
(Direct quotations from sources noted)

The Temple Marketplace
Those who bought and sold in the 
temple traded in aimals used for sacri-
fi ces. The money changers were needed 
to provide currency acceptable to the 
temple, because Roman coins bearing 
the head of Caesar were considered 
defi ling. When Jesus sees that worship 
has become commercialized, He acts 
against the abuses, boldly overturning 
the tables and casting the tradesmen out. 
The cleansing of the temple is seen as an 
image of the cleansing of our souls. (OSB 
footnote to Matthew 21:12-13).

Objectives: The students will be able to answer, “Why do we make thr sign of the cross 
as we enter the church?  (We bow and make the sign of the cross when stepping over the 
threshold of the church because each is a holy place.) 2) Who built the Temple? (King Solo-
mon)., 3) What does “holy” mean? (Set apart for God).; 4) What is wisdom? (The movement 
of ever-seeking the kingdom of God.)

Jesus Rages at Temple Merchants
& “Let us consider the holiness of the 
Temple . . .”



Lesson Plan

Opening
[Students should be ready to read along. Have one student read aloud, beginning with: 
“A reading from the book of  ____ chapter ___, verses ___ through ___.”] Let’s gather 
around the icon corner and stand to hear a reading from the Bible. 

Introduction
[Review Issue 14-15 Study Guides.]  Our next class session will begin with an exam on unit 
three, issues 10-16. Please take your Study Guides home and have your parent quiz you on the 
material.. [Write “King Solomon” on the board.] This man lived in Jerusalem around 950 B.C. 
He was the son of someone we’ve already studied, and he is known for building something you 
may have heard about.  There is only one wall left of this structure today. (The Temple).  Do you 
know who his father was? (King David).  Solomon is known for building the Temple, and he is also 
known for something you don’t necessarily see.  Before we read Issue 16, which deals with the 
Temple, we’ll investigate the “something you don’t necessarily see.”  You may actually want this 
hidden something; I’d like to hear your thoughts on this in a few minutes. [Handout “Bible Skills: 
Concordance, Wisdom.] Students can work in pairs or individually. 

Content Mastery
[Pass out Issue 16, and highlighters. Read page aloud.]  

Lesson Reinforcement: Let’s see how well you recall what we’ve read.  You may work as 
individuals or pairs, and can refer back to your reading. [Answers to Recap: 
 Jesus made a whip of ropes and turned over the tables of the moneychang-
ers in the Temple.  Before he began He shouted, “My house shall be called a house of 
prayer!” The authorities were outraged, and met behind closed doors to discuss the 
situation.
 The Scribe recalled that two centuries earlier, the Syrians conquered Je-
rusalem and the Temple. They made it a temple to Zeus. Judas Maccabbees and his 
brothers drove the Syrians from the land and reclaimed the Temple.]

Compare and Contrast. [Work on this as a class. Students may answer the fi nal ques-
tion with their own opinion. ]

The Orthodox World [Read together.]

Moral/Faith Issue:  none 

The Scribe: Record-Keeping:  Students should record “Judas Maccabbees and the 
Temple,” and “Jesus at the Temple”’

Study Guide Page
[Optional. Make sure to check answers.]

Closing
[Gather at the icon corner. Have students follow along as one reads aloud.]

Issue 16



Jesus Rages at Temple Merchants
& Let us recall the holiness of the Temple

The Scribe

 Jesus made a whip of ropes and turned over the tables of the __________ 
in the Temple.  Before he began He shouted, “______ house shall be called a 
house of ________!” The authorities were outraged, and met behind closed doors 
to discuss the situation.
 The Scribe recalled that two centuries earlier, the Syrians conquered Je-
rusalem and the _______. They made it a temple to Zeus. Judas ____________ 
and his brothers drove the Syrians from the land and reclaimed the Temple. 

Judas Maccabbees 
and the Temple

Recap of the News
Fill in the blanks.

Jesus Cleansing  
the Temple

Compare and Contrast

Did the Scribe condone Jesus’ violent actions? Why, why not?

Issue 16



Finding a 
Word or 
Phrase

The concordance offers a 
word followed by phrases that 
contain the word.  After the “. 
. .”  is the citation for fi nding 
that passage.

In a concordance, the citations 
are listed in the order their 
books appear in the Bible, 
hence, Old Testament fi rst, 
Then New Testament.

 Introduction, Issue 16

King Solomon was known for his wisdom. Several books of the Old Testament are called 
“wisdom books.” Wisdom seems to be something everyone would want. But, what is it and 
how does a person get it? Is it the same as intelligence? Is it common sense? Is it learned 
by experience? Find “wisdom” in the concordance, look up a few passages and decide if it is 
something you want.

Citation  Phrase from scripture  Importance of the Temple

Bible Skills: Using a Concordance

WISDOM



The Scribe Issue 16 The Orthodox World

As we approach the doors 
of an Orthodox church, we 
ready ourselves to enter 
a symbolic building whose 
meanings tell us a story of 
earth and of paradise. We 
see our place within the 
created order and God‛s 
supremacy over everything. 
Although we see “the here 
and now,” we are reminded 
that the Church exists in 
a realm beyond space and 
time.  

From outside the church, 
we fi rst enter the narthex. 
This area symbolizes the 
earth and all people who 
either are not reconciled 
with God or have not yet 
become members of the 
Church. 

From the narthex, we continue 
through the doors into the 

nave, which 
represents the place of the 
people of God. This is where 
the congregation and choir 
gather for worship.

Moving to the front of 
the nave, we come to the 
sanctuary. This area rep-
resents the eternal realm, 
where God dwells and 
where the Mystery of the 
Holy Eucharist is celebrat-
ed. Above these depictions 
of heaven and earth, the 
icon of Christ the Ruler, 
or Pantocrator, looks down 
from the center ceiling, 
often inside the dome. This 
shows us the true place of 
Christ as Ruler of all.

Each church by its very 
structure, therefore, is 
a holy place and a sacred 
image of existence, which 
is why we bow and bless 

ourselves with the sign of 
the cross as we step over its 
threshold.

Church: Beyond Space and Time

Liturgical Link

“Sanctify those who love the beauty of thy house!”



Answer in complete sentences.

Issue 16 Study Guide

1.  Why do we cross ourselves when we enter the church? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Who built the Temple in Jerusalem?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. What does, “holy,” mean?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

4.  What is wisdom? (The movement of ever-seeking the kingdom of God.)

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus Rages at Temple Merchants
& “Let us consider the holiness of the Temple . . .”


