
Sunday of the Paralytic, John 5:1-15       May 22, 2005   
The Man Waiting to be Healed        Grade: Preschool

1. Jesus went to a place where there was a pool. Where did the water in the pool come from?
2. Sick people stayed near the pool--why?
3. One man had been there for 38 years. Why didn’t he get healed?
4. What did Jesus tell the man?
5. What happened then?
6. It is a blessing from God to be healed.

Jesus went to a place 
where there was a pool 
with water that came up 
from the ground. Many 
sick people used to stay  
around thre pool. They 
knew that the first person 
who went into the pool, af-
ter the water moved, would 
be healed.

One man had been sick 
for 38 years. Jesus thought 
about how long the man 
had waited. Then Jesus 
asked the man, “Do you 
want to be healed?” The 
man said, “I don’t have 
anyone to put me in the 
water fast enough; some-
one always gets in first. 
Then Jesus said, “Rise, 
pick up your stretcher and 
walk.” And the man did 
just that--he was healed.

When the Jews saw the 
man carrying his stretcher, 
they were upset because 
he was doing work on the 
sabbath. They told him to 
stop, and he told them that 
he had just been healed. 
They wanted to know who 
healed him, but he didn’t 
know.



Sunday of the Paralytic, John 5:1-15       May 22, 2005   
The Man Waiting to be Healed        Grade: K-2

1. Jesus went to a place where there was a pool. Where did the water 
in the pool come from?
2. Why did sick people stay near the pool?
3. One man had been there for 38 years. Why didn’t he get healed?
4. What did Jesus tell the man?
5. What happened then?
6. It is a blessing from God to be healed.

Jesus went to a place 
where there was a pool 
with water that came up 
from the ground. Many 
sick people used to stay 
by the pool. They knew 
that the first person who 
went into the pool, after 
the water moved, would 
be healed.

One man had been 
sick for 38 years. Jesus 
thought about how long 
the man had waited. 
Then Jesus asked the 
man, “Do you want to be 
healed?” The man said, 
“I don’t have anyone to 
put me in the water fast 
enough; someone always 
gets in first. Then Jesus 
said, “Rise, pick up your 
stretcher and walk.” And 
the man did just that--he 
was healed.

When the Jews saw the 
man carrying his stretch-
er, they were upset be-
cause he was doing work 
on the sabbath. They told 
him to stop, and he told 
them that he had just been 
healed. They wanted to 
know who healed him, 
but he didn’t know. Later, 
Jesus found him and told 
him to sin no more.



1. When Jesus sees the man 
what does he know about 
him?
2. Why had the man been 
lying by the pool for a long 
time?

5. What does Jesus do for the 
man?
6. How do you think that 
might feel?
7. What does this gospel tell 
us about Jesus? About us?Wh
 saint? 

3. What do you think it might 
feel like to be sick for that 
long?
4. Why would it be important 
to Jesus that the man had been 
sick for a long time?

At that time, 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in 
Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Hebrew 
called Bethesda which has five porticoes. In 
these lay a multitude of invalids, blind, lame, 
paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water; 
for an angel of 
the Lord went 
down at certain 
seasons into 
the pool, and 
troubled the 
water; who-
ever stepped in 
first after the 
troubling of 
the water was 
healed of what-
ever disease he 
had. 

One man was 
there, who had 
been ill for 
thirty-eight 
years. When Jesus saw him and knew that he 
had been lying there a long time, he said to 
him, “Do you want to be healed?” The sick 
man answered him, “Sir, I have no man to put 
me into the pool when the water is troubled, 
and while I am going another steps down be-
fore me.” Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your 

pallet, and walk.” And at once the man was 
healed, and he took up his pallet and walked.

Now that day was the sabbath. So the Jews said 
to the man who was cured, “It is the sabbath, it 
is not lawful for you to carry your pallet.” But 

he answered 
them, “The 
man who 
healed me 
said to me, 
‘Take up 
your pallet, 
and walk.’ 
“They asked 
him, “Who 
is the man 
who said to 
you, ‘Take up 
your pallet, 
and walk’?” 
Now the man 
who had been 
healed did not 
know who it 

was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a 
crowd in the place. Afterward, Jesus found him 
in the temple, and said to him, “See, you are 
well! Sin no more, that nothing worse befall 
you.” The man went away and told the Jews 
that it was Jesus who had healed him.

Third Sunday after Pascha, John 5:1-15       May 22, 2005   
The Sunday of the Paralytic        Grades: 3-5



Third Sunday after Pascha, John 5:1-15       May 22, 2005   
The Sunday of the Paralytic        Grade: Middle School

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
Now there is in Jerusalem by the 
Sheep Gate a pool, in Hebrew 
called Bethesda which has five 
porticoes. In these 
lay a multitude 
of invalids, blind, 
lame, paralyzed, 
waiting for the 
moving of the wa-
ter; for an angel of 
the Lord went down 
at certain seasons 
into the pool, and 
troubled the water; 
whoever stepped in 
first after the trou-
bling of the water 
was healed of whatever disease 
he had. 

One man was there, who had 
been ill for thirty-eight years. 
When Jesus saw him and knew 
that he had been lying there a 
long time, he said to him, “Do 
you want to be healed?” The sick 
man answered him, “Sir, I have 
no man to put me into the pool 
when the water is troubled, and 
while I am going another steps 
down before me.” Jesus said to 
him, “Rise, take up your pallet, 
and walk.” And at once the man 
was healed, and he took up his 
pallet and walked.

Now that day was the sabbath. 
So the Jews said to the man who 
was cured, “It is the sabbath, 
it is not lawful for you to carry 

your pallet.” But he answered 
them, “The man who healed me 
said to me, ‘Take up your pal-
let, and walk.’ “They asked him, 
“Who is the man who said to 
you, ‘Take up your pallet, and 
walk’?” Now the man who had 
been healed did not know who it 
was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as 
there was a crowd in the place. 
Afterward, Jesus found him 
in the temple, and said to him, 
“See, you are well! Sin no more, 
that nothing worse befall you.” 
The man went away and told the 
Jews that it was Jesus who had 
healed him.

1. What does Jesus ask 
the man?
2. Does the man 
answer his question?  
What does the man 
say?
3. Have you ever 
heard someone answer 
a question that way?  
For example, if your 
teacher asks someone 
in your class if he did 
his homework how 
might one of your 
classmates respond?
4. Why might a 
classmate respond 
that way?  What is she 
assuming the teacher 
wants to know, al-
ready knows, or wants 
to do?
5. What is a person 
really doing when he 
or she answers a ques-
tion that way?
6. Based on the man’s 
response to Jesus do 
you think he under-
stood who Jesus is?
7. When do you 
respond to Jesus in 
this way?  Why? How 
might you change 
your response?

At that time, 



Third Sunday after Pascha, John 5:1-15       May 22, 2005   
The Sunday of the Paralytic        Grade: High School

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now 
there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep 
Gate a pool, in Hebrew called 
Bethesda which has five porti-
coes. In these lay a multitude of 
invalids, blind, lame, paralyzed, 
waiting for 
the moving 
of the water; 
for an angel 
of the Lord 
went down 
at certain 
seasons into 
the pool, 
and troubled 
the water; 
whoever 
stepped in 
first after 
the trou-
bling of the 
water was 
healed of 
whatever disease he had. 

One man was there, who had been 
ill for thirty-eight years. When Je-
sus saw him and knew that he had 
been lying there a long time, he 
said to him, “Do you want to be 
healed?” The sick man answered 
him, “Sir, I have no man to put 
me into the pool when the water 
is troubled, and while I am going 
another steps down before me.” 
Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up 
your pallet, and walk.” And at 
once the man was healed, and he 
took up his pallet and walked.

Now that day was the sabbath. So 
the Jews said to the man who was 
cured, “It is the sabbath, it is not 
lawful for you to carry your pal-
let.” But he answered them, “The 

man who healed me said to me, 
‘Take up your pallet, and walk.’ 
“They asked him, “Who is the 
man who said to you, ‘Take up 
your pallet, and walk’?” Now the 
man who had been healed did not 
know who it was, for Jesus had 
withdrawn, as there was a crowd 
in the place. Afterward, Jesus 
found him in the temple, and said 
to him, “See, you are well! Sin no 
more, that nothing worse befall 
you.” The man went away and 
told the Jews that it was Jesus 
who had healed him.

At that time, 

1. What does Jesus ask the 
man?
2. Does the man answer 
his question?  What does 
the man say?
3. Have you ever heard 
someone answer a ques-
tion that way?  For
example, if your teacher 
asks someone in your class 
if he did his homework, 
how might one of your 
classmates respond?
4. Why might a classmate 
respond that way?  What is 
she assuming the
teacher wants to know, 
already knows, or wants 
to do?
5. What is a person really 
doing when he or she an-
swers a question that way?
6.  Based on the man’s 
response to Jesus do you 
think he understood
who Jesus is?
7.  When do you respond 
to Jesus in this way?  
Why? How might you
change your response?


