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Jesus Feeds a Huge Crowd 

At that time, 

Jesus was in a boat. When he came to the 
shore, he saw a large crowd. He felt sorry 
for them and healed all who were sick. When 
it was dinner time, the disciples said to him, 
“We are far away from the villages. There is 
no where for the people to buy food. Tell 
them to go buy food to eat.” 
 
Jesus said, “They do not need to go away. 
You give them some food.” The disciples 
said, “We have only five loaves and two fish.” 
Jesus said, “Bring them here to me.” Jesus 
then told everyone to sit down on the grass. 
He took the bread, and the fish, looked to 
heaven, and blessed them. Then he broke 
the bread, and gave the loaves to the disci-
ples and they gave them to the crowd. 
 
There were about five thousand men who 
ate. There were 12 baskets full of leftovers. 

Then Jesus told the disciples to get in the 
boat and head to the other shore. Jesus 
finished teaching and dismissed the people. 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . 

1. The people were hungry. Jesus told 
the disciples to feed them. What 
food did the disciples have? 
2. What did Jesus do when he saw 
the little bit of food? 
3. Did you think any food would be 
left over? 

4. How many baskets of leftovers 
were there? 
5. Jesus offers us food at every 
Divine Liturgy. It is called Holy 
Communion. 
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Crossing the Sea  

The Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Christian Education 
gratefully acknowledges support from the Order of St. Ignatius which funds, in part, the work of the 
Department. The Archdiocese has also established  an endowment for the Department of Christian 
Education. If you would like information on our present programs and future initiatives, and if you would 
like to contribute to the Endowment, please contact Ms. Ruth Skaff, at development@antiochian.org. 

The Miracle of the Bread and Fish 
At that time,  

Jesus was in a boat. When he came to 
the shore, he saw a large crowd. He felt 
sorry for them and healed all who were 
sick. When it was dinner 
time, the disciples said to 
him, “We are far away from 
the villages. There is no 
where for the people to buy 
food. Tell them to go to buy 
food to eat.” 

 
Jesus said, “They do not need to go 
away. You give them some food.” The 
disciples said, “We have only five loaves 
and two fish.” Jesus said, “Bring them 
here to me.” Jesus then told everyone 
to sit down on the grass. He took the 

bread, and the fish, looked to heaven, 
and blessed them. Then he broke the 
bread, and gave the loaves to the disci-
ples and they gave them to the crowd. 

 
There were 
about five thou-
sand men who 
ate. There were 
12 baskets full of 
leftovers. Then 
Jesus told the 
disciples to get in 

the boat and head to the other shore. 
Jesus finished teaching and dismissed 
the people. 
 

 

 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . 

1. The people were hungry. Je-
sus told the disciples to feed 
them. What food did the disci-
ples have? 

2. What did Jesus do when he 
saw the little bit of food? 
3. Was that enough food? How 
do you know? 
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4. Jesus gives us food at every 
Divine Liturgy. What is it 
called? 
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The Multiplication of the Loaves 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . Matthew 14:14-22 

1. Who does Jesus tell to 
feed the crowds? 
2. What does Jesus do to 
help them feed the 
crowds? 
3. When does Jesus pro-

vide food for you? 
4. Where do you eat this 
food? 
5.Why do we take com-
munion? 
 

 

 

 

 
 

At that time, 

when Jesus went ashore he 
saw a great throng; and he 
had compassion on them, 
and healed their sick. 
When it was evening, the 
disciples came to him and 
said, “This is a lonely 
place, and the day is now 
over; send the crowds away 
to go into the villages and 
buy food for themselves.” 
Jesus said, “They need not 
go away; you give them 
something to eat.” They 
said to him, “We have only 
five loaves here and two 
fish.” And Jesus said, “Bring them 
here to me.”  
 
Then he ordered the crowds to sit 
down on the grass; and taking the five 

loaves and the two fish he 
looked up to heaven, and 
blessed, and broke and 
gave the loaves to the dis-
ciples, and the disciples 
gave them to the crowds. 
And they all ate and were 
satisfied. And they took 
up twelve baskets full of 
the broken pieces left 
over. And those who ate 
were about five thousand 
men, besides women and 
children. 
 
Then Jesus made the dis-
ciples get into the boat 

and go before him to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowds.  
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Focus questions 

1. What do the disci-
ples think the people 
need to do? 
2. What does Jesus tell 
the disciples to do for 
the people? 
3. Why do the disci-
ples think they can’t 
do that? 
4. How does Jesus 
solve this problem for 
them? 
5. Do you know any-
one who needs some-
thing?  What do they 
need? 
6. Based on this gospel, 
do you think you are 
called to help them? 
7. Are you able to do 
that?  If not, what does 
this gospel tell us Je-
sus will do? 
 

 

 

Next week: Jesus Walks on Water 

8th Sunday afte
r Pentecost

 

Matthew 14:14-22 
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The Loaves and Fishes 
At that time,  
when Jesus went 
ashore he saw a great 
throng; and he had 
compassion on them, 
and healed their sick. 
When it was evening, 
the disciples came to 
him and said, “This is 
a lonely place, and the 
day is now over; send 
the crowds away to 
go into the villages 
and buy food for 
themselves.” Jesus 
said, “They need not 
go away; you give 
them something to 
eat.” They said to him, 
“We have only five 
loaves here and two 
fish.” And Jesus said, 
“Bring them here to 
me.” Then he ordered 
the crowds to sit 
down on the grass; 

and taking the five 
loaves and the two 
fish he looked up to 
heaven, and blessed, 

and broke and gave 
the loaves to the disci-
ples, and the disciples 
gave them to the 
crowds. And they all 
ate and were satisfied. 
And they took up 

twelve baskets full of 
the broken pieces left 
over. And those who 
ate were about five 
thousand men, be-
sides women and chil-
dren. 

 

Then Jesus made the 
disciples get into the 
boat and go before 
him to the other side, 
while he dismissed 
the crowds. 

 
 

 

 
 



At that time,  
when Jesus went 
ashore he saw a great 
throng; and he had 
compassion on 
them, and 
healed their 
sick. When it 
was evening, 
the disciples 
came to him 
and said, “This 
is a lonely 
place, and the 
day is now 
over; send the crowds 
away to go into the 
villages and buy food 
for themselves.” Jesus 
said, “They need not 
go away; you give 
them something to 
eat.” They said to him, 
“We have only five 
loaves here and two 
fish.” And Jesus said, 
“Bring them here to 
me.” Then he ordered 
the crowds to sit 
down on the grass; 

and taking the five 
loaves and the two 
fish he looked up to 
heaven, and blessed, 

and broke and gave 
the loaves to the disci-
ples, and the disciples 
gave them to the 
crowds. And they all 
ate and were satisfied. 
And they took up 
twelve baskets full of 
the broken pieces left 
over. And those who 
ate were about five 
thousand men, be-
sides women and chil-
dren. 

 

Then Jesus made the 
disciples get into the 
boat and go before 
him to the other side, 

while he dismissed 
the crowds. 

 
 

 

 
 

Focus questions 

1. What do the disci-
ples think the people 
need to do? 
2. What does Jesus say 
in response? 
3. If we are Jesus’ dis-
ciples today, what is 
he telling us to do? 
4. What do the disci-
ples need in order to 
feed the people? 
5. What does that sug-
gest about what God 
will do for us today? 
6. Do you think this is 
accurate of God?  If so, 
when have you experi-
enced this?  If not, 
what have you experi-
enced that has lead 
you to this conclusion? 
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Feeding the Five Thousand 


