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Zaccheus Searches for Jesus 

The Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Christian Education 
gratefully acknowledges support from the Order of St. Ignatius which funds, in part, the work of the 
Department. The Archdiocese has also established  an endowment for the Department of Christian 
Education. If you would like information on our present programs and future initiatives, and if you would 
like to contribute to the Endowment, please contact Ms. Ruth Skaff, at development@antiochian.org. 

Jesus Shows Us the Way to God 
Jesus heard that his cousin, 
John the Baptist, was in prison. 
Jesus then left Nazareth and 
went to Galilee. It was a place 
where not many Jewish people 
lived. Those who are not Jewish 
were called “Gentiles.”  In the Bi-
ble, there is a verse that says, 
“Galilee of the Gentiles--the peo-
ple who sat in darkness have seen 
a great light.”  
 
His followers knew Jesus was the 
light of the world. They thought, 
Jesus has gone to be the light to 
the Gentiles, just like the Bible 
said. The Gentiles will learn from 
him--he will show them how to be 
close to God. 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . 
1. Imagine being outside at night. It is very 
dark, and you need to walk to your house.  
What would be good to have? 
2. If you didn’t have a flashlight, but your 
Mom, Dad, sister, or brother said, “Walk 
close to me; I’ll show you the way,” what 
would you do? 
3. Jesus came to show us the way to live 
close to God. We can think of Jesus like 
light for our path. We can also Jesus 

teaches us how to walk to God. In the icon, 
Jesus is teaching people how to live close 
to God. 
4. What are some things you do that keep 
you close to Jesus? In the box, draw one 
way you stay close to Jesus. 
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Jesus Shows Us the Way to God 
Jesus was baptized in the river Jordan 
by his cousin, John the Baptist. John was 
a very holy man. That caused a problem 
for King Herod’s wife. Finally, King Herod 
had John put in prison.  
 
Jesus then left Nazareth and went to 
Galilee. It was a place where not many 
Jewish people lived. Those who are not 
Jewish were called “Gentiles.”  In the 
Bible, there is a verse that says, “Galilee 
of the Gentiles--the people who sat in 
darkness have seen a great light.”  
 
His followers knew Jesus was the light 
of the world. They thought, Jesus has 
gone to be the light to the Gentiles, just 
like the Bible said. The Gentiles will 
learn from him--he will show them how 
to be close to God.” 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . 

1. When you are confused about 
how to play a game, what can you 
do? 
2. After your question is an-
swered, you might say, “Now I 
see.” Do you mean that you see 
with your eyes, or that now you 
understand? 
3. Jesus came to answer the ques-

tion, “How do I live close to 
God?”  We say Jesus is the 
“Light” of the world. 
4. In the icon Jesus is teaching 
the people. How can you tell? 
6. In the box, you can draw 
something to remind you about 
today’s Gospel.  
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Jesus Begins Preaching 

At that time, when Jesus heard that 

John had been arrested, he withdrew into 
Galilee; and leaving Nazareth he went and 
dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the terri-
tory of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what 
was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be 
fulfilled; 
 
“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naph-
tali, toward the sea, across the Jordan, Gali-
lee of the Gentiles—the people who sat in 
darkness have seen a great light, and for 
those who sat in the region and shadow of 
death light has dawned.” 
 
From that time on Jesus began to preach, 
saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.” 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . 

1. Who is arrested in this 
gospel? 

2. Which John is this?  Hint: 
Read Matt 3:1 

3. Why do we call him “the 
Baptist?” 

4. Ask you sponsor the fol-
lowing questions: What did 
John the Baptist do?  Why 
is he important?  If they 
need help remembering you 
can tell them to read Mat-
thew chapter three. 

Grades: 3-5 
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5. Do you see any icons of 
John the Baptist in your 
church building?  If you do, 
what can you find out about 
John by looking at his icon? 
 



JESUS BEGINS MINISTRY 

At that time, 
when Jesus heard 
that John had been 
arrested, he with-
drew into Galilee; 
and leaving Naz-
areth he went and 
dwelt in Caper-
naum by the sea, in 
the territory of 
Zebulun and Naph-
tali, that what was 
spoken by the 
prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled; 
 
“The land of Zebulun 
and the land of Naph-
tali, toward the sea, 

across the Jordan, Gali-
lee of the Gentiles—the 
people who sat in dark-

Focus questions 

 
1. Who is arrested in 
this gospel? 
2. Which John is 
this? Hint: Read 
Matt 3:1. 
3. Where is the icon 
of John the Baptist 
in your church build-
ing? 
4. When have you 
ever said, “Now, I 
see?” Were you re-
ferring to something 
you saw with your 
eyes, or your mind, 
or  your heart? 

5. What is the 
“light” that has 
dawned on the Gen-
tiles? 
6. How do you see 
Jesus, with your 
mind, your eyes, or 
your heart? 

 

Next week: Zaccheus Meets Jesus 

Sunday afte
r Theophany 

Matthew 4:12-17 
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ness have seen 
a great light, 
and for those 
who sat in the 
region and 
shadow of 
death light has 
dawned.” 
 
From that time 
on Jesus began 
to preach, say-
ing, “Repent, 
for the king-
dom of heaven 
is at hand.” 

Grades: Middle School 
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JESUS BEGINS MINISTRY 

At that time, 
when Jesus heard 
that John had been 
arrested, he with-
drew into Galilee; 
and leaving Naz-
areth he went and 
dwelt in Caper-
naum by the sea, in 
the territory of 
Zebulun and Naph-
tali, that what was 
spoken by the 
prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled; 
 
“The land of Zebulun 
and the land of Naph-
tali, toward the sea, 
across the Jordan, Gali-
lee of the Gentiles—the 
people who sat in dark-
ness have seen a great 
light, and for those who 

sat in the region and 
shadow of death light 
has dawned.” 
 
From that time on Jesus 
began to preach, saying, 
“Repent, for the king-
dom of heaven is at 
hand.” 

Focus questions 
 

1. Who sat in dark-
ness according to 
the prophet quoted 
in this gospel? 
2. When does light 
dawn on them? 

3. Who is this light? 
4. Who do the peo-
ple of Zebulum and 
Naphtali represent? 

5. Do you remember 
a time before you 
knew Christ?  What 
does it mean to say 
that light has 
dawned on your? 
6. Once light has 
dawned, what does 
Jesus begin pro-
claiming in this gos-
pel?  What do you 
think that means? 
7. How do we do 
that?  Since the 
light of Christ has 
and is dawning in us, 
how can we repent? 
 

Next week: Zaccheus Meets Jesus 

Sunday afte
r Theophany 

Matthew 4:12-17 
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