
 Next week 

A Father and His Lost Son 

The Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Christian Education 
gratefully acknowledges support from the Order of St. Ignatius which funds, in part, the work of the 
Department. The Archdiocese has also established an endowment for the Department of Christian Edu-
cation. If you would like information on our present programs and future initiatives, and if you would like 
to contribute to the Endowment, please contact Ms. Ruth Skaff, at development@antiochian.org. 

Jesus Wants Us to be Humble 
Jesus told this story: 

“Two men went to pray in the temple. One was 
a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The 
Pharisee was proud. He raised himself up tall 
when he prayed. He said, ‘God, I thank you 
that I am not like other men who cheat people 
and do wrong things. I do all the right things. 
 
The tax collector’s prayer was very different. 
He did not even look up to heaven, when he 
prayed. He was very lowly and humble, and he 
spoke quietly. He said, ‘God, be merciful, and 
forgiving, as I am a sinner.’ 
 
Jesus then told the lesson of the story. He 
said, “The Pharisee, the proud one, does not 
please God. Now, the tax collector--the one 
who was humble as he stood before God--he 
pleases God. God will raise up the humble per-
son.”  

Thinking About God’s Word . . . 

1. How many people are in the 
story Jesus told? 
2. In the picture, one is standing 
and the other is doing a prostra-
tion. They show how they feel 
before God by their bodies. We 

do prostrations to show that 
we are not proud. 
3. God wants us to do good, 
but not to brag about it. God 
wants us to be humble. 
4. In the icon, trace the circle 

Grades: Preschool 

January 28, 2007 

around the publican. The pub-
lican was humble and that 
pleased God. 
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Jesus Teaches Us to be Humble 
Jesus told this story: 

“Two men went to pray in the temple. One was a Phari-
see, the other a tax collector. Pharisees thought they 
were better than anyone else. People thought tax col-
lectors cheated when they collected the taxes. 

 

The Pharisee was proud. He raised himself up tall when 
he prayed. He said, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like 
other men who are thieves, cheaters, and bullies. I fast 
as I should and I give money to the temple.’  

 

The tax collector’s prayer was very different. He did 
not even look up to heaven, when he prayed. He was very 
lowly and humble, and he spoke quietly. He said, ‘God, be 
merciful, and forgiving, as I am a sinner.’ 

 

Jesus then told the lesson of the story. He said, “I tell 
you, the Pharisee, the proud one, does not please God. 
Now, the tax collector--the one who was lowly and hum-
ble and asked for God’s forgiveness--he is the one who 
pleases God. Everyone who is proud and raises himself 
up, God will make humble and low. And the one who is 
lowly and humble, God will raise up.” 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . 
1. How many people are in the story 
Jesus told? 
2. They show how they feel before God 
by their bodies. In the picture, one is 
standing and the other is doing a pros-
tration. We do prostrations to show 
that we are not proud, but humble. 

3. The standing man bragged about how 
good he was. Listen to this sentence: 
“The Pharisee was proud.” What word 
means he bragged? 
4. The second man spoke quietly and did 
not brag. Listen to this sentence: “He 
was very lowly and humble.” What two 
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words tell us he did not brag? 
5. We are to do good, but not to brag 
about it. Which man is our example? 
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To Brag, or To Be Humble? 

The Lord spoke this  
parable, “Two men went into the temple 
to pray, one a Pharisee, and the other a 
tax collector. The Pharisee stood and 
prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank 
thee that I am not like other men, extor-
tioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like 
this tax collector. I fast twice a week, I 
give tithes of all that I get.’  
 
But the tax collector, standing far off, 
would not even lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 
‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’  
 
I tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified rather than the other; for 
every one who exalts himself will be 
humbled, but he who humbles himself 
will be exalted.” 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . 

1. Was the pharisee follow-
ing the rules for how God 
wanted his people to live? 
2. Do you think the tax col-
lector was following the rules 
for how God wanted his peo-
ple to live? 

3. Do we fast twice a week, 
and tithe on all we get? 
4. What did the pharisee 
think following the rules did 
for him? 
5. What did he really need in 
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order for that to happen? 
6. Did the tax collector have 
what the pharisee thought he 
had?  Why? 
7. What does this story tell 
us about lent and fasting? 



“HAVE MERCY ON ME” 
The Lord spoke  
this parable, “Two men 
went into the temple to 
pray, one a Pharisee, 
and the other a tax col-
lector. The Pharisee 
stood and prayed thus 
with himself, ‘God, I 
thank thee that I am 
not like other men, ex-
tortioners, unjust, adul-
terers, or even like this 
tax collector. I fast 
twice a week, I give 
tithes of all that I get.’  

 

But the tax collector, 
standing far off, would 
not even lift up his eyes 
to heaven, but beat his 
breast, saying, ‘God, be 
merciful to me a sinner!’  

 

I tell you, this 
man went down 

to his house jus-
tified rather 
than the other; 
for every one 
who exalts him-
self will be hum-
bled, but he 
who humbles 
himself will be 
exalted.” 

Focus questions 

 

1. Was the pharisee 
following the rules for 
how God wanted his 
people to live? 
2. Do you think the tax 
collector was follow-
ing the rules for how 
God wanted his peo-
ple to live? 
3. What did the phari-
see think following the 
rules did for him? 
4. What was the prob-
lem with the 
pharasee’s prayer: “I 
thank you that I am 
not like other people?” 
5. Why is the tax col-
lector’s prayer more 
favorable to God? 
6. What two things 
does the Pharisee do, 
that we do as well? 
7. Do you think Lent is 
about following the 
fasting rules or about 
something else?  Why?  
If something else, 
what is it about? 

8. Which photo best 
illustrates this Gospel 
reading? Why? 

 

Next week: Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

Sunday of t
he Publican

 and the Ph
arisee 

Luke 18:10
-14 
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“HAVE MERCY ON ME” 
The Lord spoke  
this parable, “Two men 
went into the temple to 
pray, one a Pharisee, 
and the other a tax col-
lector. The Pharisee 
stood and prayed thus 
with himself, ‘God, I 
thank thee that I am 
not like other men, ex-
tortioners, unjust, adul-
terers, or even like this 
tax collector. I fast 
twice a week, I give 
tithes of all that I get.’  

 

But the tax collector, 
standing far off, would 
not even lift up his eyes 
to heaven, but beat his 
breast, saying, ‘God, be 
merciful to me a sinner!’  

 

I tell you, this man 
went down to his house 
justified rather than the 
other; for every one 
who exalts himself will 
be humbled, but he 
who humbles himself 
will be exalted.” 

 

 

Focus questions 
1. What is the differ-
ence between the way 
the two men were 
praying? 
2. What is the prob-
lem with the phari-
see’s prayer: “I thank 
you that I am not like 
other people?” 
3. Why is the tax col-
lector’s prayer more 
favorable to God? 
4. Was the pharisee 
living the way God 
wanted? 
5. Was the tax collec-
tor? 
6. What does this sug-
gest about fasting? 
7. What does this sug-
gest about prayer? 
8. What do you think 
about these ideas? 

9. What is the name of 
the icon of Christ 
shown on this page? 

 

 

 

 

 

Next week: Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

Sunday of th
e Publican 

and the Ph
arisee 

Luke 18:10
-14 
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