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Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!       Grade: Preschool

1. Look at the center of the icon. Jesus is standing 
on the doors of Hades. Color Jesus’ clothing white 
or gold.
2. Jesus is standing on the doors of Hades, the place 
of the dead. Jesus conquered death and is tram-
pling, or stomping on the doors. Color the doors 
brown.
3. Jesus is surrounded by his glory, a bright but 
peaceful light. Color the area around Jesus blue.

Jesus was crucifi ed 
on Good Friday. 

He visited Hades, 
the place of the 
dead, on Saturday. 

Today He rose 
from the dead and 
is alive again!

He brought Adam 
and Eve with 
Him, and all godly 
people who had 
died. 

Christ rose from 
the dead and 
opened the gates of 
heaven to us. 

We can live united 
with God now, and 
unto ages of ages. 
It is a new day.

4. Jesus is bringing Adam and Eve to new life with 
him. Color Adam’s clothing blue or grey. Color 
Eve’s clothing red.
5. On the one side are the godly kings and on the 
other are the prophets. All godly people will be 
together in the kingdom.
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We have just celebrated Great 
and Holy Friday, the day Christ 
was crucifi ed. On Holy Saturday, 
while the tomb was closed, Christ 
went into the realm of the dead and 
brought back to life those who lived 
godly lives. 

The icon of the Resurrection 
teaches us that truth. In the icon we 
see Christ trampling, or stomping, 

Beloved children, 
Today is the most glori-
ous day of the year. Did 
you see the large candle 
that father held? Did 
you hear, over and over, 
Christ is Risen! Indeed, 
He is Risen! It is a new 
day--joy is everywhere! 
Why? 

At the beginning of the 
world, Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God. Sin and 
death entered the world. 
Death and darkness 
ended every life. We 
were slaves of death. To-
day, everything changed. 
Christ was put to death, 
but that was not the end 
of His life! Christ is 
Risen! Light has over-
come the darkness! 

Christ appeared to the 
disciples after His death. 
He told us that He would 
be with us, even until the 
end of the world. Now 
we can live godly lives 
knowing that when we 
die, Christ will give us 
new life with Him.

on the doors of Hades, the place of 
the dead. Hades is represented by 
the darkness. The icon shows us 
that Christ is the winner, or victor, 
in the battle with darkness, evil, and 
death. At the Gospel, listen for the 
words, 

The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

Who is Christ raising from the 
dead? He is grasping the wrists of 
Adam and Eve. They represent all 
the godly people who died before 
Christ. 

We also see the godly kings, and 
the prophets who died before 
Christ. 



1. Who was sent from God?
2. What was he sent to do?
3. Why was he sent to do that?
4. What do you know about John 
the Baptist?
5. What does help us know about 
Jesus?

6. Where is his icon in your 
church?  Who is it next to?
7. Why do you think we put it 
there? 

Blessed Pascha!

In the
beginning 
was the 
Word, 
and the Word was 
with God, and the 
Word was God. He 
was in the begin-
ning with God; all 
things were made 
through him, and 
without him was not 
anything made that 
was made. In him 
was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 
The light shines in 
the darkness, and 
the darkness has not 
overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. He came for testimony, to bear 
witness to the light, that all might believe 
through him. He was not the light, but was to 
bear witness to the light.

The true light that enlightens every man was 
coming into the world. He was in the world, 

and the world was 
made through him, yet 
the world knew him 
not. He came to his 
own, and his own re-
ceived him not. But to 
all who received him, 
who believed in his 
name, he gave power 
to become children of 
God; who were born, 
not of blood nor of the 
will of the fl esh nor of 
the will of man, but of 
God.

And the Word became 
fl esh and dwelt among 
us, full of grace and 
truth; we have beheld 
his glory, glory as of 

the only Son from the Father. [John bore wit-
ness to him, and cried, “This is he of whom 
I said, ‘he who comes after me ranks before 
me, for he was before me.’” And from his 
fullness have we all received, grace upon 
grace. For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
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was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the be-
ginning with God; all things 
were made through him, and 
without him was not any-
thing made that was made. 
In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. The 
light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was 
John. He came for testi-
mony, to bear witness to the 
light, that all might believe 
through him. He was not the 
light, but was to bear wit-
ness to the light.

The true light that enlight-
ens every man was coming 
into the world. He was in 
the world, and the world 
was made through him, yet 
the world knew him not. He 
came to his own, and his 
own received him not. But 
to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become 
children of God; who were 
born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the fl esh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

And the Word 
became fl esh and 
dwelt among us, 
full of grace and 
truth; we have 
beheld his glory, 
glory as of the 
only Son from 
the Father. [John 
bore witness to 
him, and cried, 
“This is he of 
whom I said, 
‘he who comes 
after me ranks 
before me, for 
he was before 
me.’” And from 
his fullness have 
we all received, 
grace upon 
grace. For the 
law was given 
through Mo-
ses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ.

1. Who was in the world according to this gospel?
2. What could that mean?  List several possibilities.
3. Who did the world come into being through?
4. What could that mean?
5. Given the fi rst two ideas, what could the following mean: “ he came to 
what was his own?”  What is his own if he is in everything and everything 
came into being through him?
6. Given these ideas, does it seem odd to say that he came to his own and 
his own did not accept him?  Why or why not?

Blessed Pascha!

In the beginning
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was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning 
with God; all things were made 
through him, and without him was 
not anything made that was made. 
In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. He came 
for testimony, to bear witness to 
the light, that all might believe 
through him. He was not the light, 
but was to bear witness to the 
light.

The true light that enlightens 
every man was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and 
the world was made through him, 
yet the world knew him not. He 
came to his own, and his own 
received him not. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become 
children of God; who were born, 
not of blood nor of the will of the 
fl esh nor of the will of man, but of 
God.

And the Word 
became fl esh and 
dwelt among us, 
full of grace and 
truth; we have 
beheld his glory, 
glory as of the 
only Son from the 
Father. [John bore 
witness to him, 
and cried, “This 
is he of whom 
I said, ‘he who 
comes after me 
ranks before me, 
for he was before 
me.’” And from his 
fullness have we 
all received, grace 
upon grace. For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ.

In the beginning, 

1. What are we celebrating 
today?
2. Read vs. 14 of today’s 
gospel.  What does the 
crucifi xion and resurrection 
of the man Jesus Christ tell 
us about him?  How does 
this event show us the glory 
of the father?
3. What does the word 
grace mean?
4. How does the paschal 
event show us God’s grace?
5. What does the word truth 
mean?
6. How does this event 
show us truth?
7. Why do you think this 
event is the biggest event 
we celebrate in our faith?

Blessed Pascha!


