
 Next week 

Jesus Teaches That We Are to Take Care of People 
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God Wants Us to Come Back 
Jesus told this story: 

There was a father who had two sons. One 
day the younger son asked for a lot of money 
so he could leave home. The father gave him 
the money, and the son went to a far away 
place. He made bad friends who liked to live 
wildly. He wasted all his money and his friends 
left him. He found a job watching pigs in a 
muddy field. He was hungry and sad. He was 
sorry that he had made bad choices. After a 
long time, he decided to go home and ask to 
be a servant in his father’s house. 
 
On the way home, his father saw him and ran 
out to greet him. He told his servants, “Give 
him the best clothes and prepare a feast! My 
son was lost and now he is found.” 
 
 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . 

1. The story tells us about a father and 
two sons. The younger son made a big 
mistake. What did he do? 
2. When we do something wrong, we 
feel bad. We say, “I’m sorry,” to the 
person we have hurt. 

3. We can also say, “Please forgive 
me.” 
4. To forgive is to make things right 
again.  
5. When someone says, “I’m sorry,” or 
“Please forgive me,” we should say, “I 
forgive you.” 

Grades: Preschool 

February 4, 2007 

6. We also say, “Please forgive me,” to 
God. God is like the father in the 
story. He will forgive us. 
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To Find  Heaven We Must Take Care of People 
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God Will Forgive Us 
Jesus told this story: 

There was a father who had two sons. One day 

the younger son asked for a lot of money so he 

could leave home. The father gave him the money, 

and the son went to a far away place. He made 

bad friends who liked to live wildly. He wasted all 

his money and his friends left him. He found a 

job watching pigs in a muddy field. He was hungry 

and sad. He was sorry that he had made bad 

choices. After a long time, he decided to go home 

and ask to be a servant in his father’s house. 

 

On the way home, his father saw him and ran out 

to greet him. He told his servants, “Give him the 

best clothes and prepare a feast! My son was lost 

and now he is found.” 

 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . 

1. At the beginning of the story, what did the 
younger son want to do? 

2. What did he do with all the money? 

3. Why did he come back to the father? 

4. What did the father do? 

5. How do you know when you’ve done something 
wrong? 

Remember, when we do something wrong, God wants us to be 
sorry. To show we are sorry, we do two things. First we go to 
the person we have hurt and say, “Please forgive me.” The 
person we have hurt says, “I forgive you.” Second we ask 
forgiveness of God in the Mystery of Confession. 

Under the icon, you can trace over the words “forgave,” and 
“forgive.” Can you read the sentences? 
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  The father  f o r g a v e  the son.  
  God will  f o r g i v e  us. 
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Instructions for 
Finding Heaven 
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A Father Welcomes Home His Son 

The Lord spoke 
this parable, “There was a man who 
had two sons; and the younger of 
them said to his father, ‘Father, give 
me the share of property that falls to 
me.’ And he divided his living be-
tween them. Not many days later, the 
younger son gathered all he had and 
took his journey into a far country, 
and there he squandered his property 
in loose living. And when he had 
spent everything, a great famine 
arose in that country, and he began 
to be in want. So he went and joined 
himself to one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him into his fields 
to feed swine. And he would gladly 
have fed on the pods that the swine 
ate; and no one gave him anything.  
 
But when he came to himself he said, 
‘How many of my father’s hired ser-
vants have bread enough and to 
spare, but I perish here with hunger! 
I will arise and go to my father, and I 
will say to him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am 
no longer worthy to be called your 
son; treat me as one of your hired 
servants.’ And he arose and came to 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . Luke 15:11-32 

1. Why did the younger son come back to 
the father? 

2. How did the father react to the return of 
his younger son? 
3. How do you know when you’ve done 
something wrong? 
4. What words do we use to apologize? 

5. When we apologize we are asking for 
forgiveness. We want to make things 
right again. 
6. Have you ever asked for forgiveness? 
7. How does it feel when you are for-
given? 
8. Whenever we have done something 
wrong, we have also hurt God who wants 
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us to act kindly and do only good things. 
9. Jesus told this story to teach us about 
God. Who is like God in the story? 
 

St. Raphael is revered for seeking out the 
lost and scattered Orthodox Christians in 
North America in the early 1900’s. The 
icon is from the Cathedral in Wichita. 

fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat 
and make merry; for this my son was 
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, 
and is found.’ And they began to 
make merry. 

 

“Now his elder son was in the field; 
and as he came and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 
And he called one of the servants and 
asked what this meant. And he said 
to him, ‘Your brother has come, and 
your father has killed the fatted calf, 
because he has received him safe and 
sound,’ But the son was angry and 
refused to go in. His father came out 
and entreated him, but he answered 
his father, ‘Lo, these many years I 
have served you, and I never dis-
obeyed your command; yet you never 
gave me a kid, that I might make 
merry with my friends. But when this 
son of yours came, who has devoured 
your living with harlots, you killed 
for him the fatted calf!’ And he said to 
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, 
and all that is mine is yours. It was 
fitting to make merry and be glad, for 
this your brother was dead, and is 
alive; he was lost and is found.’” 

his father. But while he was yet at a 
distance, his father saw him and had 
compassion, and ran and embraced 

him and kissed him. And the son said 
to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’ 
But the father said to his servants, 
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put 
it on him; and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet; and bring the 



The Lord spoke  

this parable, “There was a 
man who had two sons; and 
the younger of them said to 
his father, ‘Father, give me 
the share of property that 
falls to me.’ And he di-
vided his living between 
them. Not many days 
later, the younger son 
gathered all he had and 
took his journey into a far 
country, and there he 
squandered his property 
in loose living. And when 
he had spent everything, 
a great famine arose in 
that country, and he be-
gan to be in want. So he 
went and joined himself 
to one of the citizens of 
that country, who sent 
him into his fields to feed 
swine. And he would gladly 
have fed on the pods that the 
swine ate; and no one gave 
him anything.  
 
But when he came to himself 
he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired servants have 
bread enough and to spare, 
but I perish here with hun-
ger! I will arise and go to my 
father, and I will say to him, 
Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am 
no longer worthy to be 

called your son; treat me as 
one of your hired servants.’ 
And he arose and came to 
his father. But while he was 
yet at a distance, his father 

saw him and had compas-
sion, and ran and embraced 
him and kissed him. And the 
son said to him, ‘Father, I 
have sinned against heaven 
and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called 
your son.’ But the father said 
to his servants, ‘Bring 
quickly the best robe, and 
put it on him; and put a ring 
on his hand, and shoes on 
his feet; and bring the fatted 
calf and kill it, and let us eat 
and make merry; for this my 

Focus questions 
 

1. When did the younger son 
make his first mistake? 

2. If you were friends with 
the younger son, what  
would you have said upon 
learning of his plan? 

3. What might the father 
have been thinking and 
feeling while the younger 
son was away? 

4. Jesus told this story to 
teach us about sin and God’s 
love for us. Which action of 
the son symbolizes sin? 

5. The typical icon shows a 
father and son embracing. In 
the version above, the father 
is replaced with Christ. 
Look at Christ. Do you see 
anything interesting about 
his depiction? 

6. Every day we should be 
walking on the good path 
that leads to God. When we 
stray from the path by doing 
something wrong, God is on 
the path waiting for us to 
return to Him. 
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son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is 
found.’ And they began to 
make merry. 

 

“Now his elder son was in 
the field; and as he came 
and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and 
dancing. And he called one 
of the servants and asked 
what this meant. And he 
said to him, ‘Your brother 
has come, and your father 
has killed the fatted calf, 
because he has received 
him safe and sound,’ But 
the son was angry and 
refused to go in. His father 
came out and entreated 
him, but he answered his 
father, ‘Lo, these many 
years I have served you, 

and I never disobeyed your 
command; yet you never gave 
me a kid, that I might make 
merry with my friends. But 
when this son of yours came, 
who has devoured your living 
with harlots, you killed for 
him the fatted calf!’ And he 
said to him, ‘Son, you are al-
ways with me, and all that is 
mine is yours. It was fitting to 
make merry and be glad, for 
this your brother was dead, 
and is alive; he was lost and is 
found.’” 
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“Welcome Home!” -God 

Next week: “So, You Want to Find Heaven?” 

Sunday of th
e Prodigal S

on 

Luke 15:11
-32 



The Lord spoke  
this parable, “There was a 
man who had two sons; and 
the younger of them said to 
his father, ‘Father, give me 
the share of property that 
falls to me.’ And he divided 
his living between them. Not 
many days later, the 
younger son gathered all 
he had and took his jour-
ney into a far country, and 
there he squandered his 
property in loose living. 
And when he had spent 
everything, a great famine 
arose in that country, and 
he began to be in want. So 
he went and joined himself 
to one of the citizens of 
that country, who sent 
him into his fields to feed 
swine. And he would 
gladly have fed on the pods 
that the swine ate; and no 
one gave him anything.  
 
But when he came to himself 
he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired servants have 
bread enough and to spare, 
but I perish here with hun-
ger! I will arise and go to my 
father, and I will say to him, 
Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am 
no longer worthy to be 
called your son; treat me as 
one of your hired servants.’ 

And he arose and came to 
his father. But while he was 
yet at a distance, his father 
saw him and had compas-
sion, and ran and embraced 
him and kissed him. And the 
son said to him, ‘Father, I 
have sinned against heaven 
and before you; I am no 

longer worthy to be called 
your son.’ But the father said 
to his servants, ‘Bring 
quickly the best robe, and 
put it on him; and put a ring 
on his hand, and shoes on 
his feet; and bring the fatted 
calf and kill it, and let us eat 
and make merry; for this my 
son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is 
found.’ And they began to 
make merry. 

Focus questions 
1. When did the younger son 
make his first mistake? 

2. If you were friends with 
the younger son, what  
would you have said upon 
learning of his plan? 

3. What might the father 
have been thinking and 
feeling while the younger 
son was away? 

4. Why do you think the 
younger son went back to 
his father? Did he have 
choices? Would you have 
done the same? 

5. Do you know anyone who 
reminds you of the younger 
son, the older brother, and 
the father? 

6. The typical icon shows a 
father and son embracing. In 
the version above, who 
represents the father? 

9. Some say that Jesus’ mes-
sage to forgive was the most 
radical of all his teachings. 
Do you agree, or disagree? 

10. What could be some 
alternate endings for the 
story? 
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“Now his elder son was in 
the field; and as he came 
and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and 
dancing. And he called 
one of the servants and 
asked what this meant. 
And he said to him, ‘Your 
brother has come, and 

your father has killed 
the fatted calf, be-
cause he has received 
him safe and sound,’ 
But the son was an-
gry and refused to go 
in. His father came 
out and entreated 
him, but he answered 
his father, ‘Lo, these 
many years I have 
served you, and I 
never disobeyed your 
command; yet you 
never gave me a kid, 
that I might make 
merry with my 
friends. But when 

this son of yours came, 
who has devoured your 
living with harlots, you 
killed for him the fatted 
calf!’ And he said to him, 
‘Son, you are always with 
me, and all that is mine is 
yours. It was fitting to 
make merry and be glad, 
for this your brother was 
dead, and is alive; he was 
lost and is found.’” 

THE FATHER RAN . . . 

Next week: How to Get to Heaven 

Sunday of th
e Prodigal S

on 

Luke 15:11
-32 


