
Love God More Than Anything 

One day, our Lord Jesus told a  

parable. 

A parable is a story that has a special meaning. He said, 

“Once there was a very rich man. One year, the man’s 

crops grew so well that he didn’t know what to do! He had 

too much grain to fit into his barns. ‘What should I do?’ 

the man wondered. 

 

“Then he got an idea. ‘I know what I’ll do. I will tear down 

these old barns and build great big ones! Then I can store 

all of my grain AND all of my stuff! Then I will tell myself, 

“Self, you have plenty of food, and stuff to last you for 

many years. Relax! Eat all you want! Drink what you want! 

Be happy!”’ 

 

“But God said to that greedy rich man, ‘You are foolish. 

Tonight you will die. All that stuff you worked for and 

kept to yourself will be left behind. You will not have it.’” 

 

Then Jesus said, “That is what it is like for someone who 

works hard to get money and things just for himself and is 

not rich in the things of God. Whoever has ears to hear, 

let him hear!” Jesus really wants everyone to learn from 

this story! 

Thinking About God’s Word . . . 
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1. Where did the rich man store 

his crops? 

2. What problem did he have in 

this story? 

3. When the man died, could he 

take all of his things with him? 

4. Our Lord Jesus wanted us to 

learn what is really important. 

Is our stuff important? What 

is? 

5. How can you show that the 

things of God are important to 

you? 

 Next week 

The Rich Young Man 
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parable. 

A parable is a story that has a special meaning. He 

said, “Once there was a very rich man. One year, the 

man’s crops grew so well that he didn’t know what to 

do! He had too much grain to fit into his barns. 

‘What should I do?’ the man wondered. 
 

“Then he got an idea. ‘I know what I’ll do. I will tear 

down these old barns and build great big ones! Then 

I can store all of my grain AND all of my stuff! Then 

I will tell myself, “Self, you have plenty of food, and 

stuff to last you for many years. Relax! Eat all you 

want! Drink what you want! Be happy!”’ 
 

“But God said to that greedy rich man, ‘You are fool-

ish. Tonight you will die. All that stuff you worked 

for and kept to yourself will be left behind. You will 

not have it.’” 
 

Then Jesus said, “That is what it is like for someone 

who works hard to get money and things just for 

himself and is not rich in the things of God. Whoever 

has ears to hear, let him hear!” Jesus really wants 

everyone to learn from this story! 
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1. Where did the rich man store 

his crops? 

2. What problem did he have in 

this story? 

3. When the man died, could he 

take all of his things with him? 

4. Our Lord Jesus wanted us to 

learn what is really important. 

Is our stuff important? What 

is? 

5. How can you show that the 

things of God are important to 

you? 
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Thinking About God’s Word . . . Luke 12:16-21 

The Lord spoke  

this parable, 
“The land of a rich man brought forth 

plentifully; and he thought to himself, 

‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to 

store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do 

this: I will pull down my barns, and build 

larger ones; and there I will store all my 

grain and my goods. And I will say to my 

soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up 

for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, 

be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! 

This night your soul is required of you; 

and the things you have prepared, whose 

will they be?’ So is he who lays up treas-

ure for himself, and is not rich toward 

God.” 

 

As he said these things, Jesus cried out: 

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
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1. Who does the Lord tell a parable 

about? 

2. What does the rich man want to 

do with his crops? Have you ever 

wanted to save something for an-

other day? What did you want to 

save? 

3. What did God mean when he said 

that this night the man’s soul 

would be required of him? Where 

will his crops be, then? 

4. What is your “barn”? Are the 

things you own more important to 

you than your relationship with 

Jesus? 

5. What does the Gospel mean when 

it says be “rich toward God”? 

Why should we be rich toward 

God? 

 Next week 

The Rich Young Man 



The Lord spoke 

this parable, 

“The land of a rich man 
brought forth plenti-
fully; and he thought to 
himself, ‘What shall I do, 
for I have nowhere to 
store my crops?’ And he 
said, ‘I will do this: I will 
pull down my barns, and 

build larger ones; and 
there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. And 
I will say to my soul, 
‘Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many 
years; take your ease, 
eat, drink, be merry.’ But 
God said to him, ‘Fool! 
This night your soul is 
required of you; and the 

things you have pre-
pared, whose will they 
be?’ So is he who lays up 
treasure for himself, and 
is not rich toward God.” 
 

As he said these things, 
Jesus cried out: “He who 
has ears to hear, let him 
hear.” 
 

Focus questions 

 

1. Who does the Lord 
tell a parable about? 
 

2. What does the rich 
man want to do 
with his crops? 
Have you ever 
wanted to save 
something for an-
other day? What 
did you want to 
save? 
 

3. What did God 
mean when he said 
that this night the 
man’s soul would be 
required of him? 
Where will his 
crops be, then? 
 

4. What is your 
“barn”? Are the 
things you own 
more important to 
you than your rela-
tionship with Jesus? 
 

5. What does the Gos-
pel mean when it 
says be “rich toward 
God”? Why should 
we be rich toward 
God? 
 

Next week: The Rich Young Man  

25th Sun
day afte

r Pentec
ost 

Luke 12:
16-21 

Grades: Middle School 
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Focus questions 

 

1. Who does the Lord 
tell a parable about? 
 

2. What does the rich 
man want to do 
with his crops? 
Have you ever 
wanted to save 
something for an-
other day? What 
did you want to 
save? 
 

3. What did God 
mean when he said 
that this night the 
man’s soul would be 
required of him? 
Where will his 
crops be, then? 
 

4. What is your 
“barn”? Are the 
things you own 
more important to 
you than your rela-
tionship with Jesus? 
 

5. What does the Gos-

pel mean when it 

says be “rich toward 

God”? Why should 

we be rich toward 

God? 
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Grades: High School 

“Fool!” 

The Lord spoke 

this parable, 

“The land of a rich 
man brought forth 
plentifully; and he 
thought to himself, 
‘What shall I do, for I 
have nowhere to store 
my crops?’ And he 
said, ‘I will do this: I 
will pull down my 

barns, and build larger 
ones; and there I will 
store all my grain and 
my goods. And I will 
say to my soul, ‘Soul, 
you have ample goods 
laid up for many years; 
take your ease, eat, 
drink, be merry.’ But 
God said to him, ‘Fool! 
This night your soul is 
required of you; and 

the things you have 
prepared, whose will 
they be?’ So is he who 
lays up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich 
toward God.” 

 

As he said these 
things, Jesus cried out: 
“He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear.” 
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