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“Feeling Feelings”

about Prayer

editor’s letter

My parishioners and I sometimes have
difficulty praying. Sometimes we don’t
feel like praying, other times we feel that
God isn’t listening or doesn’t care.
Sometimes we report that we don’t feel
that praying matters or we don’t get those
warm and fuzzy feelings that we used to
when we prayed. Note how very much we
are “feeling.” We are even feeling feelings
about the feelings that we are feeling now,
and comparing them to the feelings that
we used to feel before we were feeling
these feelings. 

I don’t imagine that anyone would think
that God’s presence is really dependent
on our feelings. God is where He is and
goes where He goes without regard to
how we feel. Being God, He is not
dependent on our feelings. While this may
be self-evident on an intellectual level, it is
not on a feeling level. Our feelings are
real, albeit feelings. 

For Christians, prayer is not about feel-
ings.  Prayer is being in the right relation-
ship with God. Prayer is being silent in
God’s presence and responding to His
love. Prayer is letting God’s joy shine
through our bodies, and allowing His
word to pass into our eyes and ears and
out of our mouths and actions. It is about
incarnating God. Prayer is more about
our being Christians than it is about our
feelings or senses.

Almost thirty years ago, I attended a
clergy retreat led by Bishop Kallistos of
Denver, from the Greek Archdiocese.  The
bishop spoke eloquently about being in

the presence of God in all that we do.
When we Christians speak of God, share
in His love, witness to Him by our pres-
ence, we “do” prayer. Prayer is living the
Christian life. In this way, we pray without
ceasing, as we are Christians every
moment of every day. We cannot shed
who we are as Christians for a vacation or
coffee break. Christians are who we are
and Christians are what we are.

When we feel like we can’t pray, it
would be good to rely on other Christians
to hold us up and to pray for us. Although
the Church is doing this always in a kind
of general way, asking for the specific
prayers of our fellow Christians allow us
an opportunity to experience God’s pres-
ence through each other and to deepen
our relationships. Perhaps when we get to
feeling like praying again, we can return
the favor.

Being a Christian calls us to many
things. Together, we could easily fill this
magazine with opportunities to witness to
Christ and be His people on international,
national and local levels. It is sufficient
enough to say here that we should avail
ourselves of such opportunities. 

As we begin yet another year in the his-
tory of our Church in America and in the
living of our Christian vocations, let’s put
our feelings into their proper perspectives
and pray for ourselves, for each other and
for the world over which God has called
us to be stewards.   

by Father John Abdalah  
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For two thousand years the Church has carried out
Her commission. Beginning about one hundred
years ago, before the beginning of World War I,
many of those Christian ethnicities immigrated to
the United States. Following the defeat of
Germany and the Ottoman-Turkish Empire, a
flood of Christian immigrants from the Middle
East and Eastern Europe poured into the United
States.

Following the principle of unity, the various
Orthodox ethnicities fell under the oversight and
jurisdiction of the Russian Orthodox Church,
which had established an Orthodox presence in
North America at Kodiak, Alaska, in 1794. With
the purchase of Alaska by the United States in
1867, that presence became an American pres-
ence as well, with the building of an Orthodox
Cathedral in the “Russian Hill” section of San
Francisco.2 In response to the massive waves of
new immigration occurring on the east coast of
the United States, by 1918, the American
Archdiocese “was subdivided into four more dio-
ceses: San Francisco, Chicago, Pittsburgh and
Sitka, as well as New York City, all of whom were
under the presidency of Archbishop Tikhon in
New York.”3

This beginning of a unified Orthodox presence
in the United States shattered with the Bolshevik
Revolution in Russia in November, 1917. With the
coming to power of the Communists, the Church
in Russia found herself fighting for her life. She
could no longer oversee and finance the systemat-
ic and united assimilation of the various Orthodox
ethnicities into a nationwide American Orthodox
Church. The various immigrant parishes returned
to the jurisdictional oversight of the Church of
their respective “old countries.” Multi-jurisdictions
based on immigrant ethnicities replaced a united

Orthodox Church in North America.
The last eighty years of the twentieth century

found the immigrant parishes, the same as their
members, putting down roots in American soil.
These eighty years were years of becoming
Americanized. English became the everyday lan-
guage of the members. Following World War II,
members moved out of their ethnic neighborhoods
into the suburbs of the larger American communi-
ty. Parish after parish opened their church halls to
their newfound neighbors by inviting them to
attend their annual food festival. Church tours
were given, and the faith “once for all delivered to
the saints”4 was shared. By the end of the twenti-
eth century, Americans were discovering the
Orthodox Faith by the thousands.5

With America’s growing discovery of the
Orthodox Church, the question of evangelism was
no longer a theoretical issue. Christ had said, “I
have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must
bring them also, and they shall hear My voice; and
they shall become one flock with one shepherd.”6

All across the United States, sheep from other
folds entered the Orthodox Church, as former
Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, Charismatics,
Episcopalians, Roman Catholics and a host of
other denominations and groups found themselves
being drawn to the Orthodox Faith.

Multi-jurisdictions are a hindrance to evangel-
ism. “What is the difference between the Greek
Orthodox, Russian Orthodox and the Antiochian
Orthodox?” bewildered inquirers ask. Multi-juris-
dictions contradict the ecclesiastical answer,
“There is no difference; they are all the same.” A
single, united national American Orthodox Church
will one day come to pass. It is God’s judgment in
history that such will happen. It is also a fact of life
that we can wait to make up our minds, but we

Orthodox Unity: 

A Local Example

Following the princi-
ple of unity, the vari-
ous Orthodox ethnici-
ties fell under the
oversight and 
jurisdiction of the
Russian Orthodox
Church, whichhad
established an
Orthodox presence in
North America at
Kodiak, Alaska, in
1794.

The mission of the Church is to evangelize. Christ commissioned His Church “to go

and make disciples of all ethnicities … .”1
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With the coming to
power of the
Communists, the
Church in Russia
found herself fighting
for her life.

cannot wait to make up our lives. In the meantime,
while the hierarchs discuss unity, on the local level,
where the Faith is lived in very practical ways,
Orthodox unity is already taking place.

The Oklahoma Land Run of 1889 marked the
closing of the American frontier. The US census of
1890, which included Oklahoma Territory, con-
cluded that the American frontier was closed. In
terms of the “Lower 48” states, Oklahoma repre-
sented the last frontier. Life on the frontier is quite
different from other parts of the country. For one
thing, the population is more sparse. On the fron-
tier one learned quickly to make friends, or else
there would be no one to help raise the barn or
help in time of trouble. Being exclusive was a lux-
ury one could ill-afford on the frontier.

In 2007, Oklahoma, the 46th state, celebrated

100 years of statehood. Even after 100 years, the
spirit of the frontier abides. In the entire state of
Oklahoma, there are only seven fully functioning
Orthodox parishes. There are two Greek parishes,
three Antiochian parishes, and one each Ukrainian
and Russian. In Oklahoma City, there are four
Orthodox parishes: a Greek, an Antiochian, a
Ukrainian and a Russian. With the nearest parish
within the same jurisdiction being ninety miles
away in Tulsa, the frontier necessity of needing
neighbors brought Orthodox parishes in
Oklahoma City together. The same held true for
the two parishes in Tulsa (from two different juris-
dictions). Cooperation between parishes in the
Greater Oklahoma City metropolitan area has
brought about many examples of Orthodox unity.
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1. ONE OF THE MOST EXCIT ING
ORTHODOX EVENTS IS  FAMILY NIGHT.
FAMILY NIGHT IS  AN ORTHODOX
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PROGRAM
OFFERED ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS.  

The program is an eight-week block of classes for
adults, teens, children and nursery. Normally, four
blocks of eight-week classes are offered each year.
Fr. John Tsaras from the Greek parish, Fr. Raphael
Moore from the Ukrainian parish, along with Fr.
Constantine Nasr, Fr. Basil McMurry, and Fr.
Jeremy Davis from the Antiochian parish, each
offer classes for adults. From 100 to 150 partici-
pate in the classes each week. The classes last for
two hours, with a 15-minute “coffee hour” in the
middle. The fellowship between parishes during
the break is Orthodox unity in action.

Taught by Subdeacon Ezra Ham, our Family
Night includes an Introduction to the Orthodox
Faith for Inquirers. Presently, there are 27 inquir-
ers in the class. These inquirers visibly see
Orthodox unity week after week. Orthodox unity is
further experienced in the Inquirers’ Class itself.
In addition to his personal meetings, Fr. John from
the Greek parish funnels those who approach him
about the Orthodox Faith to the Family Night
Inquirers’ Class. He knows there is never any

intent by one parish “to steal” another parish’s
sheep. Family Night Classes provide the opportu-
nity for evangelism to occur within a demonstra-
tion of Orthodox unity.

2. A SECOND AREA THAT MANIFESTS
ORTHODOX UNITY IS  CELEBRATING
JOINT SERVICES TOGETHER.  

The Family Night Classes are usually scheduled to
end just as the Presanctified Services of Lent
begin. St. Elijah (Antiochian) and St. George
(Greek) celebrate the Presanctified Liturgy togeth-
er, alternating from parish to parish each week.
The Agape Service of Pascha is jointly celebrated
by the two parishes. After the Agape Service, St.
George hosts both parishes for a feast of roasted
lamb. Again, the reality of Orthodox unity is man-
ifested and experienced when the clergy of parish-
es with multiple staff fill in when a priest is absent
from his parish. He will visit the sick, and the
members of the neighboring parish know they can
call upon the other priest in case of an emergency.
Orthodox unity is being lived out in the lives of the
parishes because they have worshiped together
and sat under the teaching of the other parish’s
priest. Because of this unity, the priests of
Oklahoma City are not strangers to the Orthodox
of Oklahoma City.
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3. A THIRD AREA DEMONSTRATING
EVANGELISM IN THE MIDST OF
ORTHODOX UNITY IS  THE JOINT
 SPONSORSHIP  OF ORTHODOX RADIO
PROGRAMS.  

For many years, St. Elijah sponsored the
Antiochian Christian Orthodox Radio Network
(ACORN) in Oklahoma City. With the creation of
Come Receive The Light, a new vehicle became
available. St. Elijah (Antiochian) and St. George
(Greek) provide joint financial sponsorship of this
pan-Orthodox radio program, which was created
by Fr. Christopher Metropulos (Greek Orthodox).

4. CREATING A UNIF IED ORTHODOX
PRESENCE IN THE GREATER OKLAHOMA
CITY METROPOLITAN AREA IS  FURTHER
ACHIEVED BY THE JOINT SPONSORSHIP
OF A DIRECTORY OF ORTHODOX
CHURCHES,  WHICH APPEARS WEEKLY IN
THE REL IGIOUS SECTION OF THE LOCAL
NEWSPAPER.  THIS  DIRECTORY IS  F INAN-
CIALLY SPONSORED BY ALL FOUR
OKLAHOMA CITY PARISHES,  EACH FROM
A DIFFERENT JURISDICTION.

5. A F IFTH MEANS OF CREATING EVAN-
GELISM IN THE MIDST OF A UNIF IED
ORTHODOX PRESENCE IS  AT THE
 ANNUAL STATE FAIR OF OKLAHOMA. 

The Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood of Oklahoma
rents a booth at the State Fair, and displays a large
map showing the name and location of each
Orthodox parish from all jurisdictions. The booth
is staffed with clergy and laity from the various
parishes who distribute brochures, show videos
and answer questions from interested fair-goers.

6. A S IXTH EXAMPLE OF DEMONSTRAT-
ING ORTHODOX UNITY OCCURS AT THE
ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVALS OF ST.  EL I JAH
AND ST.  GEORGE.  

Both parishes offer tours of their sanctuaries. The
clergy of the various jurisdictions lead tours in
both parishes. The tours are an initial point of con-
tact for evangelism. Orthodox unity is visibly
demonstrated when Fr. John from the Greek
parish leads a tour at St. Elijah, an Antiochian
parish. The same is just as true when it is Fr.
Constantine from St. Elijah conducting a tour at
St. George, a Greek parish.

7. A VERY PRACTICAL ACT OF ORTHODOX
UNITY OCCURS EVERY SUMMER IN OUR
VACATION B IBLE SCHOOL.  

Proverbs 22:6 reminds us that we are to “Train up
a child in the way he should go, and even when he
is old, he will not depart from it.” For over ten
years, teachers and students from all Orthodox
parishes, along with non-Orthodox friends, gather
together for a joint Vacation Bible School. Not only
are we training our children in the Orthodox faith;
by practical experience we are training them in
Orthodox unity!

8. STILL  ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF
ORTHODOX UNITY IS  ORTHODOX
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP .  

At the University of Oklahoma, OCF is a pan-
Orthodox gathering of Orthodox students on cam-
pus. Orthodox clergy from all jurisdictions play a
part in OCF and encourage their college students
to participate. St. Elijah’s youth director, Karim
Azar, travels to Norman each week to participate
in the OCF meetings. OCF is yet another example
of training our children in Orthodox unity.

9. ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL EXPE-
RIENCES OF ORTHODOX UNITY
OCCURRED IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
ORTHODOX MISS IONS IN NORMAN AND
STILLWATER.

While they are Antiochian missions, they are
nonetheless pan-Orthodox in spirit, in that clergy
from all jurisdictions have assisted in their birth by
conducting services and encouraging Orthodox
people in each area to become involved in the birth
of the missions. When Antiochian Bishop BASIL of
Wichita celebrated a Feast Day Liturgy at the
Church of the Ascension in Norman, clergy of all
jurisdictions from across Oklahoma attended and
participated. Already, preliminary discussions about
beginning a mission in Shawnee are underway.

The creation of missions is an act of evangel-
ism. In Oklahoma, the pan-Orthodox clergy,
regardless of jurisdiction, understand the necessi-
ty of working together. If the Gospel of Christ is to
spread across Oklahoma, by God’s grace it will
take a unified pan-Orthodox clergy and unified
pan-Orthodox parishes “to raise the barn,” as it
were, of the next Orthodox mission.
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10. YET ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF
ORTHODOX COOPERATION IS  THE 
CREATION OF A COMBINED BOARD TO
STUDY THE FEASIB IL ITY OF CREATING
AND OPERATING AN ORTHODOX
SCHOOL IN OKLAHOMA CITY.  

The seed for planting St. Andrew Academy is being
gathered. With God’s blessing, we will plant this
seed some day.

The Clergy Brotherhood of Oklahoma is a
statewide organization of all Orthodox clergy
regardless of jurisdiction. Recently a joyful event
occurred. Fr. Anthony Nelson of St. Benedict, a
ROCOR parish, has participated as fully as canon-
ical limits permitted in the pan-Orthodox life in
Oklahoma. With the reconciliation of the
Patriarchate of Moscow and the Russian Orthodox
Church Outside of Russia (ROCOR), those canon-
ical limits were removed. Recently, Bishop PETER
of Chicago visited Oklahoma City for the celebra-
tion of the Divine Liturgy at St. Benedict. Many of
the Clergy Brotherhood were in attendance, joy-
fully concelebrating the Divine Liturgy with Fr.
Anthony.

The ten items described above are concrete
examples of ongoing Orthodox unity being real-
ized and achieved on the local level. Already excit-
ing possibilities exist for new areas of pan-
Orthodox unity to be achieved. These include the
following.

1. OTHER IDEAS BE ING DISCUSSED FOR
THE COMING YEAR INCLUDE HAVING A
RECEPTION AND DINNER FOR ALL THE
MEMBERS AND THEIR SPOUSES OF EACH
PARISH COUNCIL  ALONG WITH THE
RESPECTIVE CLERGY.

The purpose is for fellowship, to get to know
one another, to address our common vision of the
Orthodox Church.

2. WITH THE BLESS ING OF THE
DIOCESAN B ISHOPS,  AN EXCHANGE OF
PULPITS COULD BE DONE.  EVEN WITH
THE MINOR VARIATIONS OF THE DIF-
FERENT JURISDICTIONS,  THIS  WOULD
VIS IBLY REMIND OUR PEOPLE THAT THE
ORTHODOX FAITH IS  ONE.

The experience of the interchange of priests will
strengthen the cause of Orthodox unity.

3. WE ARE ENCOURAGING OUR
WOMEN’ S ORGANIZATIONS AND OUR

YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS TO HAVE MEET-
INGS FOR GETTING ACQUAINTED AND FOR
FELLOWSHIP WITH COMPARABLE ORGANI-
ZATIONS IN OTHER PARISHES.

In this way, the reality of Orthodox unity will be
experienced at the grass roots.

4. MANY ORTHODOX FAMIL IES  IN THE
GREATER OKLAHOMA CITY AREA HOME-
SCHOOL THEIR CHILDREN.

We are exploring the possibility for all Orthodox
homeschoolers to meet twice a month for a time of
religious education, recreational activities and fel-
lowship. The locations for these events would
rotate among the four parishes in Oklahoma City
(Antiochian, Greek, Russian and Ukrainian).

5. YET ANOTHER IDEA GAINING ATTEN-
TION IS  THE DISCUSSION OF AN
ORTHODOX ASS ISTED L IV ING CENTER.

Through both biological and evangelistic growth,
our Orthodox parishes in Oklahoma are growing.
The aging population inside our parishes is also
growing. When we began having Orthodox unity
on the local level, we were able to begin thinking
so much bigger than just the needs of our individ-
ual parishes. Working together, the whole
Orthodox community is able to accomplish what
single parishes by themselves could not.  An
Orthodox Assisted Living Center would be one
such example.

The ghetto mentality of jurisdictionalism is
contrary to the spirit of the Church. The unity of
the Orthodox Faith is much more than structural
and administrative. There is “one Lord, one faith,
one baptism.”7 We are one Church, meeting in var-
ious parishes. The reality of our oneness is experi-
enced ecclesiastically in the Eucharist; existential-
ly, the reality of our oneness is experienced in the
fellowship of Coffee Hour, a Coffee Hour that
includes all other Orthodox, even as all other
Orthodox are invited to the Chalice.

Participation in the various events discussed
above has strengthened the Orthodox presence
and the Orthodox witness in Oklahoma. It has
brought the Orthodox clergy closer to one anoth-
er and made the laity feel welcome in other parish-
es. The camaraderie has lessened the fear of
“sheep stealing.” We have come to care only that
people are growing in the Orthodox Faith. Even
new catechumens freely choose into which parish
they will be added.
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There are other events that can be done. The
events discussed here are by no means exhaustive
of the many possibilities of experiencing Orthodox
unity at the local level. But the issue is for the
Orthodox clergy to take the initiative and reach
out across jurisdictional lines. Until local Orthodox
clergy manifest the unity of our Faith with fellow
clergy, regardless of jurisdiction, then we are out
of step with Christ “who made us one, and broke
down the barrier of the dividing wall.”8 Let us not
be guilty of rebuilding a wall that our Great God
and Savior Jesus Christ has already broken down.

Orthodox Clergy cooperating together in
Oklahoma include: Fr. William Christ (Greek,
Tulsa), Fr. Jeremy Davis (Antiochian, Oklahoma
City), Fr. George Eber (Antiochian, Tulsa), Fr.
Justin McFeeters (Antiochian, Norman), Fr. Basil
McMurry (Antiochian, Oklahoma City), Fr.
Raphael Moore (Ukrainian, Jones), Fr.
Constantine Nasr (Antiochian, Oklahoma City), Fr.
Anthony Nelson (Russian, Oklahoma City), Fr.
John Tsaras (Greek, Oklahoma City), Subdeacon
Ezra Ham (Antiochian, Oklahoma City),
Subdeacon David Tait (Antiochian, Stillwater).

by Very Rev. Constantine Nasr

END NOTES
1 Matthew 28:19
2 George C. Michalopulos and Herb Ham, The American Orthodox

Church: A History of Its Beginnings (Salisbury, MA: Regina

Orthodox Press, 2003), 15.
3 Ibid., 39.
4 Jude 3
5 Peter E. Gillquist, Becoming Orthodox: A Journey to the Ancient

Christian Faith (Ben Lomond, CA: Conciliar Press, rev. ed. 1992),
Describes the journey of two thousand former Campus Crusaders to
the Orthodox Church.

6 John 10:16
7 Ephesians 4:5
8 Ephesians 2:14

SAVE THE DATE!
JULY 2-6, 2008

Join the parish of St. George Cathedral 
in Charleston, West Virginia as we celebrate
our firstParish Life Conference as a Cathedral!

Eastern Dioceses Parish Life Conference

St. George Orthodox Cathedral
Charleston, West Virginia

304-346-0106
www.stgeorgecharleston.org

Host Hotel is
The Embassy Suites

1-800-362-2779

(across from the Town Center Mall
and St. George Cathedral)
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HISTORICAL COMMENT

Historian of Church Doctrine Jaroslav Pelikan
once remarked, “Before Constantine [in the 3rd
century A.D.], stewardship might have meant giv-
ing your life; after Constantine, stewardship con-
sisted of paying your taxes” (“Orthodox America,”
p. 193, in Good and Faithful Servant:
Stewardship in the Orthodox Church, edited by
A. Scott). This meant that Orthodox Christians
were weaned away from biblical disciplines of giv-
ing over a millennia and a half of various
(Christian and later Muslim) governments author-
izing the collection of tax money, a portion of
which supported the Church. Why “give” when the
money will be taken from you to support the
Church anyway, whether you want that or not?
Quite so!

You will look in vain today in the (mostly 4th
century) Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom for a
rubric that specifically directs the collection of
tithes or offerings at a particular point in our wor-
ship, even though sacrificial offerings have been

very much a part of worship as long as there have
been records of worship, biblical or extra-biblical.
Why? Why bother to have offerings when we have
already given at the tax office? Quite so!

Following the 1917 Russian Revolution, the
murdered Orthodox Tsar’s tax money stopped
supporting the North American parishes of all
Orthodox ethnic groups and they all had to find
non-tax-based ways of supporting their parishes
and missions. Almost needless to say, the preced-
ing centuries of giving in stewardship, which con-
sisted of “paying your taxes,” had driven any
Orthodox recollection of giving biblical and patris-
tic tithes and offerings in stewardship completely
out of the collective Orthodox mind. In the early
immigrant North American Orthodox experience,
Christian adult and youth education (and clergy
training) were not at their zenith in any theologi-
cal field, including that of Stewardship. Ignorance
has its costs. Quite so!

So, in the 1920s, the Orthodox jurisdictions in
North America looked around at charities (not-for-
profit organizations) and took notes on how they

Summa Contra “Fundraisers”

“Before Constantine
..., stewardship
might have meant
giving your life; after
Constantine, 
stewardship 
consisted of paying
your taxes”



The Word 11

survived financially. From the country clubs to the
local hospitals to the Boy Scouts of America, they
functioned financially by “dues and fundraisers”
and the Orthodox bought into this non-biblical
pattern. Now, almost a century later, most
Orthodox are still in this habit. Abetting all this is

the well-known Orthodox reluctance to consider
“change.” “My parents observed dues and
fundraisers. Why change?”

But, there is some good news! In the
Antiochian Archdiocese, parishes now tithe of
their general operating funds to support the
Archdiocesan Departments (no longer is there a
“head tax based on the numbers of members).
Children in the Antiochian Sunday Schools experi-
ence one unit per month on tithing and are expect-
ed to tithe as part of their discipline. So parishes
(e.g. St. Elias, Atlanta) have abolished “dues” for
being a member in good standing and instead have
adopted biblical tithes and offerings with pledging
to give tithes and offerings. “Dues” claim to set
“floors,” while actually setting “ceilings”!

STEWARDSHIP DEFINITIONS

Stewardship is a relationship with God and
each other, which is no easy matter to sketch. This
year at St. Elias, Atlanta, we had “Stewardship of
Christians,” a 5-Sunday sequence within our adult
Christian education program. We learned about
Stewardship concepts and, in these “20 sen-
tences,” began to define biblical Stewardship:

1) God creates in love and owns everything, every-
where, all the time.

2) God loves us, shows us what love is and wants
the very best for us.

3) God entrusts each one of us as His steward with
possession of all.

4) God will judge us on our use of all things in
accord with His precepts.

5) God will judge largely based on our treatment of
the least advantaged.

6) Giving and managing time, talent and treasure
are key jobs of a steward.

7) Taking care of those dependent upon us is also
part of our stewardship.

8) Jesus’ teachings on love are the primary guide for
all of our actions.

9) Good stewards’ motives for giving are humble
love and willing obedience.

10) Evil motives include pride, greed, lust, anger,
gluttony, envy and sloth.

11) God’s methods for current giving by good stew-
ards are tithes and offerings.

12) God’s way for us to promise to give tithes and
offerings is by pledging.

13) Historically unfortunate, “dues and fundraisers”
have no biblical basis.

14) Results of giving with godly motives and meth-
ods are rich blessings.

15) Results of giving include expanded manage-
ment challenges for us.

16) Fears about giving are often connected to our
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doubt of God’s mercy.
17) Deciding personal stewardship issues is best

done by prayer and study.
18) Deciding group issues additionally involves con-

sensus on God’s will.
19) Groups answer to God for stewardship choices,

as do individuals.
20) Stewardship is a lifelong relationship with God

and with each other.

A CRITIQUE OF “FUNDRAISERS”

Fundraisers are well-meaning ways of raising
money through various business-like ventures
conducted “for the Church.” Fundraisers have
very little or nothing to do with God’s ways of
financing church needs, which are tithing, offer-
ing, and pledging to give tithes and offerings, as
set forth fully in biblical and patristic sources.

“Tithing” appears 37 times in Scripture; “offer-
ing” 710 times; “pledging” (“promising”) to give
tithes dates back to Nehemiah 10:28-39, with the
people of God promising in writing to tithe in the
future (among other services to God), and also in
2 Corinthians 9:1-5, a promise (“a pledge”) of the
Corinthians to give future offerings. “Fundraisers”
(and “dues”) appear exactly zero times in biblical
computer searches. Parenthetically, “tithing, offer-
ing and pledging” all apply to clergy as well as to
laity. (See Numbers 18:26 ff.) Fundraisers should
apply to no one!

Fundraisers include every money-making
activity the creative mind can imagine. Following
is a critique of fundraisers, but NOT of the good-
hearted people who have conducted them, usually
without any serious thought given to the theologi-
cal and practical implications — which are grim if
you desire to be the good steward (1 Peter 4:10),
a good sheep rather than a bad goat (Matt. 25:31-
46).

1) FUNDRAISERS ARE NOT B IBL ICALLY
AUTHORIZED.

There is not one example of Jesus — or Paul or the
Twelve — conducting a “yard sale for mission” in
Scripture. Jesus cleansed the Temple of the
money-changers (Matt. 21:12), whom you can bet
gave tithes on their increase as “members in good
standing” of the Temple, but who were not there-
by given a “free pass” by Jesus on their activities,
on the grounds that there was tithe money coming

into the Temple as a result. But he praised the
poor widow offering her two pennies in the same
Temple (Luke 21:1-4).

2) FUNDRAISERS ARE NOT ECONOMICALLY
EFFICIENT.

Why is this bad? Because “good stewards” must be
far more productive (Matt. 25:14-30). The average
“festival” or “dinner dance” or “bake sale” often
costs as much or more than its revenues when you
include all actual costs of labor, materials and cap-
ital goods. Who dares to say that the “time, talent
and treasure contributed by the faithful” is not part
of the true cost of a festival or dinner dance? If we
collect $6,000 in a lottery “for the church,” pay
out $3,000 in prizes to the winners, and give
$3,000 to the church building fund, do we ever
stop to consider that we could have just given
$6,000 to the church? We are “robbing God” (Mal.
3:7-10) of the missing $3k!

3) FUNDRAISERS CAN EASILY LEAD US
TO ILLEGAL ACTIVITY (USUALLY
THROUGH S IMPLE IGNORANCE OF THE
LAW, WHICH IS  NO EXCUSE) ,  WHICH IS
NOT WHAT CHRISTIANS ARE SUPPOSED
TO BE DOING.  SELL ING BEER AND WINE
AT THE FESTIVAL?  GOT A L ICENSE?  

Did a kid somehow get a beer or two just before
hitting the streets? Lotteries and raffles should
really be checked out by the parish lawyer
because, without licenses to the non-profit organ-
ization in many states and provinces, these are
legally defined as “illegal commercial gambling.”
Imagine the newspaper and TV reports: “St.
Swampy Orthodox was charged today …!” We are
not supposed to be shaming the Name of Christ by
illegal conduct — even if we are not “caught.” And
when we get innocent children to draw the win-
ning lottery numbers and learn the “benefits” of
gambling … shame on us!

4) FUNDRAISERS CONFUSE WORTHY OBJEC-
TIVES WITH UNWORTHY METHODS.  

Fellowship (getting together to work together and
enjoy each other’s company) is a worthy relation-
ship and objective among Christians which does
not need the additional incentive of “making
money for the Church.” What on earth is the
money being made for? If it has no known pur-
pose, why are we collecting it and hoarding it?
Fellowship activities (e.g., a supper) should nor-
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mally just “break even” in the sense of costs
equalling revenues. Membership (evangelism and
mission and inviting the unchurched to see the
church facilities, consider the claims of Christ and
be asked to return to worship and eventually to
join His family) is a worthy relationship among
Christians and outsiders and a worthy objective of
any activity such as a festival or open house.
“Making money for the Church” from a festival is
an unworthy method, which should never be
stacked on top of a worthy objective. We simply
cannot go on asking and expecting outsiders to
pay high prices for our food, saying we are doing
this to fund our community expenses! We
Christians have godly methods for supporting the
work of God; those methods are tithing, offering,
and pledging to give future tithes and offerings.
Remember, the tithe (alone) of a parish of 200
households of median North American income
(currently $50k a year) equals $1 million!
Offerings are, of course, on top of or in addition to
tithes. Think about it!

5) FUNDRAISERS SOAK UP GOD-GIVEN
RESOURCES — TIME,  TALENT AND
TREASURE — THAT CANNOT THEN BE
USED FOR GOD-PLANNED MINISTRIES
( “ WORKS” )  (EPH.  2 :8-10) .  

Think about the implications of having “the parish
festival” as literally the biggest event prepared for
and executed over a four-month (exhausting) peri-
od each year by the parish. God has already pro-
vided us (through our jobs, for example) with all
the time, talent, and treasure we need to do those
things which He gave us the money and the oppor-
tunity to do — take care of ourselves, our families,
each other and the dire needs (“want,” Paul calls
this) of others locally and worldwide (1 Cor. 8:9-
11). So, why are parishes doing these festivals and
dozens of other such things? This is really about a
diversion of God’s abundance into activities which
are trivial and superfluous. We are robbing God
(Mal. 3:7-10)!

Once we begin to look on our modern
fundraisers as being well-intentioned but wholly
inadequate substitutes for God’s ways (tithing,
offering, pledging) of gathering resources togeth-
er for addressing Christian communal work inside
and outside the Church, we will be back on the
road to being Good Stewards (Matt. 25). Next
Sunday, our priest will pray for himself and for us

as follows: “A Christian ending to our life, painless,
blameless, peaceful; and a good defense before the
dread Judgment Seat of Christ, let us ask the
Lord.” You may wish to consider anew Matthew
25, the whole chapter, not just the Judgment vers-
es, 31-46. We are to watch; we are to manage; we
are to give. Fundraisers keep us engaged in point-
less “busy-ness” and away from “watching;”
fundraisers are inefficient from a good manage-
ment (cost/benefit) perspective; and fundraisers
hardly care for the least advantaged in our world.
What more do you need to start doing your part to
help end fundraisers in your parish?

by John Truslow,
Archdiocesan Stewardship Team



The experience seems so out of this world that I
cannot believe that something so amazing hap-
pened to plain, ordinary me. 

My sister Kera and I traveled with an Orthodox
Christian Mission Center (OCMC) Team to
Lodwar, Kenya. Our team’s task was to build a per-
manent church structure for a community of 150
newly-baptized Orthodox Christians. We went with
11 other selected Team members whom we had

never met. The 13 of us, or the “Lodwar 13” as we
came to call ourselves, grew into a tight-knit
group. We were from all over the US, and one
member was from Canada. We formed bonds
stronger than we had ever imagined possible. 

We believe that it was the grace of God that
brought us safely to Lodwar. The two-day journey
was not only bumpy, but somewhat uncertain.
There would be times of uneasy feelings when

Mission Team Experience in Kenya
When I think back on my time spent in Kenya this summer, 

I almost have to convince myself that I was actually there.



passing a security checkpoint or a military convoy which
appeared to be driving from Darfur, Sudan. (Lodwar, which
is in northern Kenya, is a mere 2 hours from the Sudanese
border). But with the spiritual and loving guidance of our
Team leader and his wife, Fr. Vladimir and Matushka
Suzanne Aleandro, our Team was able to be at peace. It was
on our journey to Lodwar that I first realized how this
Mission Team experience could quickly present unexpect-
ed needs. 

When we were
about 2 hours from
Lodwar we came upon
a block in the road. At
first, we did not know
why we were stopping;
however, our driver
was soon told by
bystanders that there
had been a horrible
accident and many
were hurt, possibly
even dead. I am a
Registered Nurse spe-
cializing in Neonatal
Intensive Care, and
have been in the field
of nursing for over a
year. Before I was
accepted on this build-
ing Team, I had first
considered a medical
trip, but then decided
against it so that I
could serve with my
sister, who is not in the
healthcare field. As our
Team tried to decide
what to do, I donned
gloves and gathered
my thoughts. A baby
was hurt. We may have
been on the scene for 3
minutes or 30 minutes
– I could not tell you.
The needs of this coun-
try became so real to
me at this point; if we
had been in our home
country, we could simply activate EMS and be at the near-
est hospital in less than thirty minutes. The situation here

was so different, and the bystanders, who happened to be
a military convoy, looked to me as a life-saver. I explained
to them that I would do what I could, but that they needed
to get the injured to a hospital. 

The Team played an integral role in this situation
because we were all faced with this event and had to come
together to respond to the needs of the affected. This was
the first occasion that we realized that we were not only on

this Mission Team to
help construct a
church, but also to
offer witness to our
Orthodox Faith.

Once in Lodwar, we
quickly became
immersed in our new
Turkana family. We fell
in love with our peers
and truly enjoyed every
minute of the grueling
work in which we were
partaking. We all
became concrete mix-
ers and masons that
week. On the grounds
of the Church there is
an informal school for
the local children, a
place where they can
come to learn in the
morning and hopefully
have a small meal, so
that they will eat that
day. 

On one of our last
days in Lodwar, three
of us were inside the
school (an old tempo-
rary church structure
for which we were
building a permanent
replacement) with the
children singing and
playing, when my sister
noticed a child who
was crying and did not
appear to be feeling
well. Touching her fore-

head, I realized the child was burning up with a fever. A
seminarian of the Makarios III Seminary in Nairobi, Kenya

Turkana mother with children at Church worksite

Deena Khalil holding a child in Nairobi, Kenya 
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was with us, and we brought this to his attention. He shared
with us that this child probably had malaria, then pointed
to another child, saying, “He probably does too.” Once
again, our Team mobilized instantly by agreeing to pay for
the medical care needed to heal these children. After a bit
of a walk to the clinic, with children in our arms, two of us
watched as the doctor diagnosed and treated both for
malaria. When we received the bill for the care given, we
realized that for a mere $7 those two children would be
able to recover from a disease that could have killed them
silently. 

I was again floored by the imprint that this experience
was leaving on our hearts. The lasting message that I
received from this journey is: God’s work is all around us
so that we may do it; just simply “do” – and the rest will
unfold right before our eyes.

by Deena Khalil

Deena Khalil is a registered nurse from Potomac Falls, VA, and
a member of the Sts. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church in Potomac,
MD. She and her sister Kera Tomlin were part of the OCMC Orthodox
Mission Team to Kenya to assist in the construction of the St. John the
Baptist Orthodox Church.

2007 OCMC Orthodox Mission Team to Kenya, with drivers front
– Kenyan drivers, Paul and John; second row - Marion Conners of
St. Augustine, FL, Kera Tomlin of Reston, VA; third row - Fr.
Vladimir & Mat. Suzanne Aleandro of Oxford, CT, Rodney Mowrey
of Whipple, OH, John-Paul Conners of St. Augustine, FL, Deena
Khalil of Pot0mac Falls, VA, Zenon Kozey of Edmonton, Alberta;
back row - Alexander Floutsis of Schaumburg, IL, Timothy Klund
of Charlotte, NC, George Miller of Charlotte, NC, Abigail Craig of
Louisville, KY, David Giordani of Goleta, CA

Fr. Vladimir Aleandro offering prayers of ground-breaking service
in Lodwar, Kenya.

Khalil sisters, Deena and Kera Tomlin (center) in front of the newly
constructed St. John the Baptist Church
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Your Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP; Your Graces;
Reverend Fathers; Brothers and Sisters in Christ: Christ
is in our midst! Allow me to share a memory with you:

After one final look to the flat, paved road behind
me, I turn my head forward. Coniferous trees neatly line
the side of the driveway continuing directly ahead. The
sun beams above, casting smooth shadows across the
eroded pavement. Moments later, a cast-iron arch looms
in front of me, spray-painted a weathered red. At the
crest of the arch is a phrase written in thin yellow let-
ters: “We can do all things through Christ, who strength-
ens us.” Since the first time I gazed upon those beauti-
ful words that greet people to the Antiochian Village and
let them mesh into the fabric of my mind, they have
always been with me, finding their way into my daily
actions when life becomes arduous. Those words have
also left me thinking, especially in regards to their mag-
nitude and their application. “We can do all things …
all things … through Christ … who strengthens us.”
Perhaps, through Christ, we can unite every single
Orthodox jurisdiction, creating one Church in His holy
name, so that we are, as the Oratorical topic proclaims:
“Building up the body of Christ until we all attain to the
unity of the faith” (Ephesians 4:12-13). Such a feat has
eluded the American Orthodox thus far, yet have we
honestly exerted enough effort to turn this vision into
reality? Fortunately, time has not yet run out.

What really prevents us from creating a unified
Orthodox Church? Something gargantuan that may take
eons to resolve? Something valid that justifies the divi-
sion? How about ethnicity; a simple cultural difference;
a difference that is not even between our Christian
beliefs — the reason behind all other divisions in
Christianity in its two thousand-year history. Could it be
that simple? Have we allowed our physiognomies, the
very way we look, to redirect and distinguish our faith?
Interestingly enough, people outside the faith have stud-
ied our divisions. Alexey D. Krindatch, working at the
Hartford Institute for Religious Research, wrote an arti-
cle discussing the differences between the Orthodox and
all other Christians in America. He cites: “Ethnically
based distinctions divide the Orthodox Churches among
themselves to the extent that there is almost no practi-

cal co-operation between them in America.” Evidently,
our voluntary, culturally-induced divide is more obvious
than we think.

Yes, we love our ethnicities. We cherish, retain, and
preserve the culture of the countries from which our
families came. Yes, the divisions in the Orthodox Church
in America, through ethnic and thus ideological differ-
ences, run deeper than simple facial variations, making
unification seem more difficult. Does this reality justify
our disunity? Does this reality permit the divisions of
Orthodoxy here in North America? The Lord instructs us
to, “Be in the world, not of the world.” Our ethnicities
are of the world; they reduce us to the same categories
that St. Paul condemns in the first chapter of his first
epistle to the Corinthians: to whom exactly do we
belong? Let us leave our ethnicities outside the great
doors of the vestibule, and pray in our only true distinc-
tion: Christianity.

If we cast aside these differences, the outcomes will
be immeasurably beneficial — only if we cast aside these
differences. Faithfully, we will be a stronger body, wor-
shiping together, praying the same prayers. Admin -
istratively, we will combine our efforts and our resources
to carry out our identical and unified Christian ministries,
thereby revealing our Holy Church as the “Light of the
World” (Matthew 5:14). Our coherence as one Church
will appeal to all Orthodox Christians, demonstrating to
them the new strength of their archdiocese. North
America will view the Church as a sound body, not as
something hidden under a “bushel basket.” For a moment,
compare the Orthodox jurisdictions to the eighteenth
century British colonies. People recognized each colony
and they prospered to varying degrees. When the desire
for the common cause of liberty brought the colonies to

Oratoric al  Festival

Judges’ Choice- 
Diocese of Worcester and New England
Matthew Wood
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the brink of revolution, they united. They became the
United States of America, the world’s most prosperous
nation. Likewise, the Orthodox jurisdictions are acknowl-
edged individually, share a common thread, Christianity,
and have the unassailable potential to prosper as a united
body. We must recognize this potential. In the same epis-
tle that gives us our theme, St. Paul challenges us “to grow
up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,
from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds
itself up in love (Ephesians 4:15-16).

As a teen, allow me to say that Orthodox unity, in
correspondence with a sound Church, will provide even
more of an important refuge for my generation, the
Orthodox teens: your sons, daughters, nieces, nephews,
and grandchildren. We face difficult decisions and men-
tal and physical dangers that can misdirect our lives. If
a boy immerses himself in drugs and it engulfs his time
and his life, where does he turn? If a girl’s close friend
dies in a car accident due to an unfortunate instance of
drunk driving, where does she turn? If peer pressure, or
academic stress, or domestic problems, or desire for
love leads teens to uncertain sorrow, where do they
turn? We all know people who fit into these categories;
being Orthodox does not exempt us; I myself can bear
testimony to some of these hardships. Being Orthodox
does, on the other hand, give us a church, a priest, and
lifelong “church” friends to whom we can turn in times
of strife. Jesus wisely preached: “if a house is divided
against itself, that house will not be able to stand” (Mark
3:22-25). In these respects, a unified house is a strong
house, a shelter for the sheep of the flock for when they
are in need.

Having demonstrated the necessity for unity and the
resulting benefits, how are we to progress from a scat-
tered flock to one, unified body? Fortunately, we have
many historical precedents. In the book, New Valaam
at Monk’s Lagoon on St. Herman’s Spruce Island, we
learn from the valorous and righteous monastic Father
Gerasim of twentieth century Alaska, who refused to be
partisan in church politics: “When asked, ‘Which juris-
diction do you belong to?’ he [Fr. Gerasim] would reply
to all: ‘To Christ’s jurisdiction!’” More recently, the
Antiochian Archdiocese has overcome its secular dif-
ferences in the thirty-nine-year schism known as the
New York-Toledo split. Through the blessing of the
Holy Spirit and the efforts of Metropolitan PHILIP
among others, the sum total has been much greater
than the individual parts. Today, the entire Orthodox
Church faces a similar situation. One key difference
exists. The New York-Toledo split derived from a hier-
archical dispute. Accordingly, a Metropolitan resolved
it. The division between the Orthodox jurisdictions lies

with every single Orthodox Christian. Accordingly,
resolving the disunity relies upon the efforts of the
masses. People need to heed the call, and then act. A
realization and consequential action are a package
deal; an epiphany never lasts for a single moment. All
you need to do is spread the word, endow the revela-
tion on others. In so doing, you become an apostle of
a divine ideal, progressing towards unity on our behalf
and for all generations, following in the footsteps of
Peter, Paul, and all those apostles and Saints who went
forth into the world to “make disciples of all nations”
(Matthew 28:19). This is our ministry.

The words of the song “One” by the band U2 come
to mind when considering our inherent duty to unite:
“We’re one but we’re not the same, we’ve got to carry
each other and we’ll do it again.” In all, those words
summarize the essence of unification. It is vital that we
unite; it is our destiny.

As Orthodox Christians professing the same faith
yet divided by where we originated, we face a decision.
We can perpetuate our divisions, or we can unite in the
faith. The correct choice is obvious. We must unite for
our own good, for the coherence of the only pure and
real conjugation of people that exists in our lives, and
for all the future generations of all Orthodox Christians
in America. For when the Last Judgment arrives and
we stand face-to-face with our Lord, God, and Savior
Jesus Christ, will we tell him our ethnicity before we
tell him our faith? “I am Greek Orthodox; I am
Antiochian Orthodox; I am Albanian Orthodox; I am
Russian Orthodox.” Think about it; is this not pro-
claiming that Earth precedes Heaven? For our ethnici-
ty is a secular component of our character; a nuance of
the facade that drapes our pure Christian souls. We
take pride in this nuance, yet when we “lay aside all
Earthly cares” and “put on Christ,” an ambrosial cloak
revealing our Christian souls, will we allow that nuance
to prevail and hinder our Christian purity? Let us truly
and completely lay aside all of our Earthly cares; let us
be succinct; let us be sincere; let us be definitive; and
let us be one when we stand before the One for whom
we congregate, the One who trampled down death by
death for all of us, and proclaim with certain and faith-
ful dignity: “I am an Orthodox Christian.”

Matt Wood, 18, is a member of 
St. George Cathedral, Worcester, MA.
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ORDAINED

CARDINE, Deacon Patrick to the Holy Priesthood by
Bishop THOMAS on November 11, 2007 at St. John
Chrysostom Church, York, PA. He is assigned as the
pastor of St. Patrick Mission in Warrenton, VA.

ATHERHOLT, Subdeacon Jerome to the diaconate
by Bishop THOMAS on November 11, 2007 at St.
John Chrysostom Church, York, PA. He is attached
to that parish.ORDAINED

Archdiocesan 

Office

daily devotions F E B R U A R Y ,  2 0 0 8  Very Rev. George Alberts

1. JAMES 2:1-13; MARK 10-23-32 (fast)

2. HEBREWS 7:7-17; LUKE 2:22-40

Meeting of Our Lord in the Temple

3. 1 TIMOTHY 1:1-17; MATTHEW 1:21-28

4. JAMES 2:14-26; MARK 10:46-52

5. JAMES 3:1-10; MARK 11:11-23

6. JAMES 3:11-4:6; MARK 11:23-26 (fast)

7. JAMES 4:7-5:9; MARK 11:27-33

8. 1 PETER 1:1-2, 10-12;; 2:6-10

MARK 12:1-12 (fast)

9. 1 THESSALONIANS 5:14-23;

LUKE 17:3-10

10. 1 TIMOTHY 4:9-15; LUKE 19:1-10

11. 1 PETER 2:21-3:9; MARK 12:13-17

12. 1 PETER 3:10-22; MARK 12:18-27

13. 1 PETER 4:1-11; MARK 12:28-37 (fast)

14. 1 PETER 4:12-5:5; MARK 12:38-44

15. 2 PETER 1:1-10; MARK 13:1-8 (fast)

16. 2 TIMOTHY 2:11-19; LUKE 18:2-8

17. 2 TIMOTHY 3:10-15; LUKE 18:10-14

18. 2 PETER 1:20-2:9; MARK 13:9-13

19. 2 PETER 2:9-22; MARK 13:14-23

20. 2 PETER 3:1-18; MARK 13:24-31

(no fast)

21. 1 JOHN 1:8-2:6; MARK 13:31-14:2

22. 1 JOHN 2:7-17; MARK 14:3-9 (no fast)

23. 2 TIMOTHY 3:1-9; LUKE 20:46-21:4

24. 1 CORINTHIANS 6:12-20;

LUKE 15:11-32

25. 1 JOHN 2:18-3:10; MARK 11:1-11

26. 1 JOHN 3:11-20; MARK 14:10-42

27. 1 JOHN 3:21-4:6; MARK 14:43-15:1

(fast)

28. 1 JOHN 4:20-5:21; MARK 15:1-15

29. 2 JOHN 1:1-13; MARK 15:22-25, 33-41

May 30, 2007
Dear Sayadna PHILIP,

On behalf of the Lebanese Ladies Cultural Society Scholarship Matching Fund and our over 800 needy and orphaned students in
Lebanon, we would like to thank you for your generous donation of one thousand dollars. With your matched contribution, many
fortunate Lebanese students will be able to stay in school another year. We hope and pray that other religious leaders will follow
your example and help these needy students. The need is great during the unrest and turmoil in Lebanon. Our prayer is for peace
and love among all people of Lebanon.

Your involvement with humanitarian projects and your international Food for Hungry People program have touched and saved
many lives. You are greatly admired and respected for your good work. God bless you and guide your every effort.

Thank you for your blessing. We greatly appreciate and value your continued financial and moral support. We wish you good
health and continued success in your apostolic mission. Our prayers are with you always. May our heavenly Father bless you and
shine His grace upon you.

Sincerely,
Leila C. Milkie

LLCS Scholarship
Matching Fund

The People Speak …



NOVE M B E R 7,  2007 :

M ETROPOLITAN PH I LI P HOSTS

TH E 2007 S E M I NAR IAN DI N N E R

On Tuesday ,  Nov .  7 th ,  2007 ,  H i s  Em inence
Metropol i tan PHIL IP  hosted a l l  o f  the Ant iochian
seminar ians for  a  Vesper  Serv ice  and d inner  at  the
Archd iocese  headqua r t e r s  i n  Eng l ewood ,  New
Jersey .  This  is  an annual  event  that  br ings our  sem-
inar ians and the i r  wives  together  f rom St .  V lad imir
(Crestwood,  NY) ,  S t .  T ikhon (South Canaan,  PA) ,  and
Ho l y  C ross  ( B rook l i ne ,  MA )  Semina r i e s  f o r  an
evening of  fe l lowship and important  d iscuss ion.
The evening began wi th  the Vesper  Serv ice  he ld  in
the Chapel  of  S t .  John Chrysostom,  fo l lowed by a
d inner  in  the  la rge  d in ing room.  His  Eminence
addressed the seminar ians,  s t ress ing the impor-
tance of  the i r  theologica l  educat ion,  and the need
for  the i r  min is t r ies  to  touch people  in  the i r  every-
day l ives .  In  addi t ion,  His  Eminence a lso met  pr i-
vate ly  wi th  each of  the th i rd-year  seminar ians to
discuss  important  issues re lated to  the i r  futures .

This  year ,  the  Archdiocese has  27 seminar ians (11
of  whom are  marr ied)  a t tending the three seminar-
ies .  Ten of  these seminar ians are  complet ing the i r
th i rd  year ,  and wi l l  graduate  in  2007.

TH E 2007 S E M I NAR IAN 

24 The Word



N DI N N E R



26 The Word

On November 19, 2007, Archbishop
PETER (L’Huillier) left this earthly life
and The Orthodox Church lost one of
her most esteemed “elders.”  But this
particular “elder” was also a scholar, his-
torian, linguist, professor and bishop.
Archbishop PETER was a leader in so
many ways, not only to the Orthodox
Church in America (OCA) but also for all
of the Orthodox jurisdictions in North
America.  Indeed, his influence and
knowledge spread through the entire
Orthodox “ecumene.”  He was a dear
friend to the Antiochian Archdiocese in
general, and to Metropolitan PHILIP in
particular.  This was made clear by the
evening eulogy delivered by
Metropolitan PHILIP at the OCA
Cathedral in New York City during the
special Trisagion Prayer.  His Eminence
enumerated the gifts and charisms of
Archbishop PETER and included the
multitude of positions that he had held
within the institutions of the Church.
The Antiochian clergy and students will
agree with Metropolitan PHILIP, when
they remember the various conversa-
tions and symposia at which Archbishop
PETER spoke over the years regarding
Canon Law and Church History.

His story is both interesting and
admirable.  In fact, Metropolitan PHILIP
called him a “walking encyclopedia” of Orthodoxy,
who made valuable contributions in almost any
theological discussion.  How did his life unfold?
How did he become on such “elder” in our midst?

Archbishop PETER completed his undergraduate
studies at the University of Paris and the St. Denys
Institute in Paris.  He received his Licentiate of
Theology from the Moscow Theological Academy,
and later the historically rare and prestigious
Doctorate of Canon Law from the same theological
academy in 1985.  There have been, in the history

of the Moscow Academy, only a few such doctoral
degrees in this particular area of Canon Law.

It is not surprising, however, that the
Archbishop achieved such a rare degree; he was
not only a great historian, but also a linguist,
speaking not only in English, but French, German,
Russian and Greek.  He came into Holy Orthodoxy
through his studies of the Greek language and
Greek Classics, and applied his excellent educa-
tion to service in the Church.

Archbishop PETER was the ruling Bishop of the
Archdiocese of New York and New Jersey for the

The Falling Asleep in Christ of

The Most Rev. Archbishop PETER (L’Huillier)
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Orthodox Church in America (OCA), having previ-
ously served as a priest and bishop in France
under the Patriarchate of Moscow.  He was called
from his bishopric of the Diocese of Western
Europe to serve the OCA and to teach at St.
Vladimir’s Seminary.

While in France he lectured at St. Denys
Institute and became a professor at the Catholic
University of Paris.  Since 1979, after being called
to America, he served as professor at St.
Vladimir’s Seminary and taught at the Antiochian
House of Studies since its inception.  He was well-
loved by his students, especially the Doctoral stu-
dents at the Antiochian House of Studies with
whom he worked to complete their dissertations.

He became best known for his comprehensive
text entitled The Church of the Ancient Councils;
the Disciplinary Works of the First Four
Ecumenical Councils, and he has written many
scholarly articles in Canon Law and Church
History such as “Episcopal Celibacy in The
Orthodox Tradition,” “Accession to Autocephaly,”
“The Reception of Roman Catholics into
Orthodoxy”, and “The First Millenium on Marriage
and Ordination.”

 Since his expertise was recognized by all of the
Orthodox hierarchs and theologians, Archbishop
PETER was named as Canonical Advisor to the
Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops in
America (SCOBA).

Although his education and scholarly reputation
were well known, still His Eminence remained
humble and good-humored.  Whenever he spoke
at the various convocations of the Antiochian
Archdiocese, he laughed easily and felt a brother-
hood with us that, we believe, should exist among
all of the Orthodox in North America.  Archbishop
PETER will not soon be forgotten as a major con-
tributor to the advancement of Holy Orthodoxy in
the New World.  All of the Orthodox have lost a
true “friend of the Faith”, but we know that for his
works and his life, he has been welcomed into
God’s Eternal Kingdom.

May the memory of His Eminence Archbishop
PETER be eternal, even as our Great God and
Savior Jesus Christ is eternal!

Very Rev. Joseph Allen

St. Paul, Naples, Florida, is Celebrating 

11 Years Founders’ Weekend 

February 29, March 1 & 2, 2008

Dear Fellow Orthodox Christians,

It is with great pleasure that I write you this short letter. We at St.
Paul will be celebrating our 11th Anniversary as a church this coming year,
and we are inviting you and your families and friends to join us in this cel-
ebration. Why not schedule your vacation in beautiful Naples, Florida and
at the same time celebrate our Church’s anniversary?

Friday, February 29, 2008
❖ Golf Outing with a Hole in One event. The winner will receive a

furnished Coach Home valued at $500,000. This home will be
built by Lennar Homebuilders at their Heritage Bay Golf Course.

❖ Putting contest for the person sinking the longest putt, with a
prize of a $75,000 Cadillac XLR convertible.

❖ Bar-B-Q following the putting contest for all who attend the golf
outing and fashion show.

❖ Luncheon with Art and Fashion Show at Wyndemere Country
Club.

Saturday, March 1, 2008
Dinner Dance with Reverse Raffle, prizes every 25th ticket drawn,
with last ticket drawn winning Grand Prize of $5,000. Only 200
tickets will be sold.

Sunday, March 2, 2008
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with the Rt. Rev. ANTOUN, Bishop of
Miami and the Southeast presiding, along with our pastor, V. Rev.
Joseph Shaheen. Following Church there will be a breakfast for all
those who wish to attend.

In Naples while here for this joyous occasion there is plenty to do
for the whole family, from luscious world class beaches to the finest in
golfing and dining anywhere. Blocks of rooms are available at the follow-
ing hotels: The Naples Grande, The Hilton Naples, The Ritz Carlton, The
Hampton on Immokalee Road, and The Holiday Inn in Naples.

If interested, please feel free to contact me and we will reserve
your spot with us for this most joyous occasion. Golf is limited to the first
144 respondents. Dinner is limited to the first 300 respondents. Church
service is NOT limited to any number, so please come join us.

We will also be able to help you find accommodations for your stay
with us.

Yours in Christ,
E. David Thomas,

Chairman and Parish Council Member

For further information please contact:
Dr. E. David Thomas or
V. Rev. Joseph Shaheen
St. Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church
2425 Rivers Road, Naples, FL 34120
239-348-0828
FAX: 239-348-8248
frjoe@comcast.net
dredthomas@gmail.com
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BANQUET IN HONOR OF
HIS  GRACE B ISHOP

ANTOUN
MIAMI ,  FL

His Grace Bishop ANTOUN
will be celebrating his twenty-
fifth anniversary in the Holy
Episcopate in January of 2008.
He has served our God-protect-
ed Archdiocese as a bishop and
a priest for many years with
much loyalty and dedication. He
has been especially helpful in
establishing and visiting new
missions.

In his honor, a banquet is
scheduled to take place on
Saturday, February 23, 2008, at
the Sheraton Hotel, 771 N.W.
72nd Avenue, Miami, Florida
33126. The cost per person is
$125, which includes dinner and
Arabic entertainment on
Saturday night and breakfast
after the service on Sunday. His
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP
will co-celebrate the Holy
Liturgy with His Grace Bishop
ANTOUN at St. George
Cathedral in Coral Gables,
Florida.

If you wish to send a congrat-
ulatory gift to Bishop ANTOUN,
please send your check to the
Archdiocese Headquarters
marked “Miami Chancery.” If
you wish to attend the banquet,
please call St. George Cathedral
(305) 444-6541 by February
1st. All gifts and the income
from the banquet and the Ad
Book will be used to help with
the purchase of a chancery for
the Diocese of Miami and the

Southeast, the only diocese that
does not have a chancery.

FR. CONSTANTINE NASR
CELEBRATES

25 YEARS AT ST. ELIJAH

St. Elijah, Oklahoma City,
hosted His Eminence
Metropolitan PHILIP September
7-10 as he arrived to lead the
events celebrating Fr.
Constantine and Kh. Sharon
Nasr’s 25 years serving as the
senior priest at St. Elijah. Upon
arriving, Saidna visited
Honorary Archdiocese Board
Member Benny and Dolores
Homsey in their home.
Metropolitan PHILIP met with
the local chapter of the Order of
St. Ignatius of Antioch, hosted
by Dr. David and Tami Simon in
their home; met with the Sunday
School, where the children
thrilled him as they asked Saidna
a multitude of challenging ques-
tions; met with our Youth
Director, Erin Learned, and the
Teens in the Teen Room in our
new Family Life Center; attend-
ed a combined luncheon with
the women of the parish, hosted
jointly by the Ladies Aid, whose
president is Esther Samara, the
Ladies Guild, whose president is
Carol Comp, and the Adult
Fellowship, whose president is
Mike Worku. Jeff Massad, Parish
Council President, and the
Parish Council, along with
Archdiocese Board Member
Kory Warr, hosted an evening
with Saidna. IOCC Board
Member Mickey and Sydney

Homsey hosted a farewell break-
fast on Monday morning before
Saidna’s Departure. The break-
fast was a continuation of a cus-
tom of hosting a farewell break-
fast for our Metropolitan begun
43 years ago, when Mickey’s
parents, the late Sam and
Margaret Homsey, hosted
Metropolitan ANTONY Bashir of
blessed memory.

In honor of Very Rev. Fr.
Constantine, Economis, the
local chapter of the Order of St.
Ignatius joyfully presented
Saidna with 27 people to be
inducted into the Order. St.
Elijah now has 96 local mem-
bers of the Order of St. Ignatius.
Those inducted were Dr. Bashar
Alasad, Knight, Veronica Alasad,
Dame, Dr. George Alhaj, Knight,
Allyn Baskerville, Knight, Dr.
Sam Coury, Knight, Bruce
Harroz, Knight, Tina Harroz,
Dame, Joe Harroz, Jr., Knight,
Susan Harroz, Dame, Sam
Homsey, Knight, Malek Massad,
Knight, Matt McGuire, Knight,
Todd Naifeh, Knight, Stanley
Naifeh, Knight, John Simon,
Knight, Dr. Tracey Smith, Knight
Commander, Denise Smith,
Dame Commander, Fr.
Constantine Nasr, Knight, Nick
Harroz, Sr., Life Member, and
Cherry Harroz, Life Member. In
addition, Bob Abraham, Knight
and Debbie Abraham, Dame
from Vicksburg, Mississippi,
were elevated to Life Members
of the Order of St. Ignatius of
Antioch.

The weekend concluded with a

Communities In Action
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gala banquet prepared by Ned
and Stacy Shadid. Dr. Gary
Rahill gave a video presentation
that summarized Fr. Constantine
and Kh. Sharon’s years in
Oklahoma City. On August 14,
1982, they moved to Oklahoma
City. For twenty-five years, Fr.
Constantine has worked not only
to preserve the Faith but to
spread this Faith that was “once
for all delivered to the saints.”
Fr. Constantine inherited a
parish that was struggling finan-
cially and a community that was
divided internally. Today, the
family of St. Elijah is united. By
the grace of God, in 1997 the
new edifice of St. Elijah was con-
secrated as the Spiritual Center
of the Diocese of Wichita and
Mid-America. Since then we
have built the new addition of
the gymnasium and other facili-
ties sitting on 20 acres of land
with total assets of $10 million
all paid for. We have a vision of
starting an Orthodox school in
the future. Dreams have become
reality, and we continue to
dream. Twenty-five years ago we
could not imagine that such
dreams could come true.

The Shrine of All American
Saints was established in
January 2007 in the St. Elijah
courtyard. With the blessing of
retired Metropolitan THEODO-
SIUS, formerly of the OCA, and
the assistance of Very Rev.
Michael Dahulich, Ph.D., Dean
of St. Tikhon’s seminary, the
Shrine originated with the relics
of ten North American Orthodox
Saints.

Fr. Constantine is a pioneer in
Ameri can Orthodoxy in terms of
Missions and Evangelism. It
started when he was a student
and Metropolitan PHILIP sent

him to Jacksonville, Florida to
establish the mission of St.
George and he held Inquirer’s
Classes. During the past twenty-
five years, because of his efforts
and the efforts of those he
recruited to assist him, St. Elijah
has had the joy of welcoming
hundreds of people who have
embraced the Holy Orthodox
Faith. The fruit of these efforts
has led to the creation of our
Wednesday night program,
known as St. Andrew Family
Night, that has become an exam-
ple of pan-Orthodox unity on the
local level.

During his twenty-five years at
St. Elijah, Fr. Constantine has
helped train men who have
become priests, deacons, sub-
deacons and readers. This
includes those who came from
other Orthodox parishes to
serve and train here at St. Elijah:
Fr. John Salem, Fr. Christopher
Salamy, Fr. John Mefrige,
Deacon Charles Baz, Karim
Azar; and three students from
Nazareth; Sleeman, Shadi, and
Elias; one student from
Bethlehem, Iyad; and most
recently our new youth director,
Erin Learned. Those coming out
of St. Elijah include: Archpriest
Basil McMurry, Fr. Antony
Bahou, Fr. James Shadid, Fr.
George Al-Denheh, Fr. George
Shawareb, Kh. Bertha McMurry,
Kh. Valerie Salem, Kh. Raghad
Shawareb, Kh. Mageda Al-
Denheh, Sbdn. David Rotramel,
Sbdn. Ezra (Herb) Ham, Sbdn.
John Dutcher, Sbdn. Larry
Jefferson, Sbdn. Noel Spoone -
more, Sbdn. David Tait, Reader
Philip Nasr, Reader George
Ghata, and Reader Kory Warr.
Finally, he has encouraged Janet
Jaime to pursue her passion as

an Iconographer.
Fr. Constantine is a founding

member of the Jerusalem Task
Force that seeks to restore
indigenous leadership to the
Patriarchate of Jerusalem. Fr.
Constantine published five
books to assist his brothers, the
clergy: The Bible in the
Liturgy; Journey through the
Divine Liturgy; Resource Book
for Mission and Evangelism;
Memory Eternal: Selected
Eulogies; and A Practical
Guide for Priests & Pastors. He
has just completed the first draft
of his life-long project, Antony
Bashir: Founding Father of the
American Orthodox Church.
He hopes to write a book on
marriage. He has lectured at our
Orthodox seminaries and parish-
es in the United States and
Canada.

During the Banquet Fr.
Constantine presented Merit -
orious Service Awards to Adeeba
Samara, Mickey Wehba, Ellis
Hanna, Nick and Cherry Harroz
and the late Susu Morrow. The
Altar Boy of the Year Award went
to Nathan Shadid.

The highlight of the evening
was the surprise presentation of
a 2008 Toyota Highlander to Fr.
Constantine and a gift card for a
shopping spree to Kh. Sharon.

For twenty-five years, Fr.
Constantine Nasr has been our
spiritual father. He has shared
our joys and our sorrows. He
has buried our loved ones, bap-
tized our children, married our
sons and daughters, and now
baptizes our grandbabies.

Standing beside him, helping
him to carry the weight of the
ministry, has been his wife
Sharon, his children Constantine
and Philip and daughter-in-law
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Patricia, who have borne the
weight of the ministry with him.

Fr. Constantine has not only
shared the Gospel with us; he
and his family have also shared
their lives with us. And we are
better for it. Well done, thou
good and faithful servant. May
God grant Fr. Constantine and
his family many years.

2008 EASTERN DIOCESES’  
57TH ANNUAL PARISH LIFE

CONFERENCE

With the blessing of His
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP,
and with His Grace Bishop
THOMAS presiding, the 2008
Eastern Dioceses’ 57th Annual
parish Life Conference will be
held from July 2-6 in Charleston,
West Virginia. The conference
will be hosted by the Very
Reverend Olof Scott, Reverend
Andrew Damick, and the parish-
ioners of St. George Cathedral.
The parishioners of St. George
are anxious to open its doors
with hospitality for a weekend
filled with spiritual growth. Just
two years ago, St. George cele-
brated 100 years as a church in
Charleston; the proclamation of
St. George as a cathedral soon
followed.

The host hotel for the event
will be the Embassy Suites locat-
ed in downtown Charleston,
directly across the street from
St. George Cathedral. The con-
ference will begin with Vespers
on Wednesday evening, followed
by a dinner for Clergy and their
families. Thursday’s schedule
will include general meetings for
the Fellowship of St. John the
Divine, Teen SOYO, as well as
the Antiochian Women
Luncheon and Meeting. The

much-anticipated Bible Bowl
will be Thursday night. Friday’s
main events will be the
Oratorical Presentations, the
wonderful St. George Cathedral
Choir Show, and Charleston’s
Fireworks Celebration for
Independence Day. On Saturday,
an Awards Ceremony will be
held for those who participate in
the Creative Festivals, and a
luncheon will be held for the
Order of St. Ignatius, A cocktail
reception, Banquet and Hafli will
conclude the evening.

The keynote speaker for the
week will be Dr. H. Tristram
Englehardt, a philosopher and
ethicist. Dr. Englehardt holds
doctorates in both medicine and
philosophy, and his principle
research has been in the area of
bioethics. He is presently
Professor of Philosophy at Rice
University and Professor of
Medicine at Baylor College of
Medicine, both in Houston,
Texas.

Most importantly, all of the
liturgical services will be held at
St. George Cathedral and not in
the hotel, unusual in the history
of our Parish Life Conferences.

A general mailing will be sent
out including conference and
hotel registration, ticket prices,
souvenir journal information,
and a detailed schedule. For
more information, please call St.
George at (304) 346-0106 or
visit www.stgeorgecharleston.org.

ST. GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN
ORTHODOX CHURCH,

AKRON, OH

Appreciation for church
founders and hopes for Middle
East peace intermingled during
a banquet program Saturday

evening, September 8th, high-
lighting the 90th Anniversary
Celebration of St. George
Orthodox Church. Also celebrat-
ed over the September 7-9 week-
end were the 20th anniversary
of the consecration in 1987 of
the current church home in
Copley, and the 2000th anniver-
sary of the Church’s Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Faith.

Visiting prelate from Lebanon
was the Most Rev. ELIAS
Kurban, Metropolitan Arch -
bishop of the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
of Tripoli & El-Koura, encom-
passing the centuries-old
Christian bastion of Northern
Lebanon. He praised the Arabic-
speaking Orthodox Christians
who began coming to America
came from modern-day
Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, and
Jordan around the turn of the
last century and established
churches now thriving through-
out North America. Metropolitan
Kurban expressed hope that
“peace will return to Iraq, so that
the Iraqi people can live in safe-
ty and American soldiers can
return home to their families.”
He also hoped to see a return to
friendly relations between the
US and Syria.

Metropolitan Kurban was
hosted by Fr. Louis Mahshie,
who has served as the church’s
pastor since 1978 and spear-
headed the construction of the
current church home. The pri-
mate also enjoyed a reunion with
his nephew, Dr. Sidney Corbin of
Akron, and his great nephew, Fr.
Michael Corbin, who last July
was named associate pastor of
Akron St. George.

The Honorable Theodore
Kattouf, a former US ambassa-
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dor to the Middle East and peace
advocate, came from
Washington, DC to share back-
ground about his uncle, the late
Fr. George Kattouf, who founded
the Akron church in 1917 and
went on to establish a dozen
more churches in America.
Ambassador Kattouf is a former

US Army officer and career
American diplomat who has
served as ambassador to Syria
and the United Arab Emirates
and has participated in various
peace negotiations in that area.

Currently he heads American-
Mideast Educational & Training
Services (AMIDEAST), a non-
profit organization seeking to
strengthen mutual understand-
ing and cooperation between
America and the people of the
Middle East and North Africa.
Other descendents attending the

anniversary celebration
from New Orleans were Fr.
Kattouf’s only surviving off-
spring, 94-year-old Angeline
Kattouf Ioup, and two of her
children, Georgette and
George Ioup.

Kathryn Michael, an
Akron Municipal Court
Judge and St. George mem-
ber, spoke of the importance
of remembering one’s own
origins and roots, those of
St. George, the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Church,
and Christianity. “That root
takes us back 2000 years to
Antioch, in northern Syria,
where the followers of Jesus
were first called Christians,
and from which the
Christian movement spread
all over the world, and today
has more than two  billion
followers,” said Judge
Kathryn, who is the first per-
son of Arabic-speaking
descent to be elected to a
judgeship in the Akron area.

Other events of the week-
end included a traditional
Middle Eastern hafli party
Friday evening and celebra-
tion of the Hierarchical
Divine Liturgy Sunday

morning, followed by a farewell
brunch. All events were at the
church, 3204 Ridgewood Road.

Originally established in 1917
near downtown Akron, in 1957
St. Church Church moved to a

new home on the west side of
Akron, then in 1982 to a tempo-
rary home in east Akron, and
finally to its current Akron sub-
urban location in 1987.

Released during the 90th
anniversary celebration was a
100-page full color commemo-
rative book detailing the history
of the church and honoring all
the clergy who have served, as
well as the lay founders. Many of
the pictures in the book were
provided by church photogra-
pher Mike Pancoe, who also pre-
pared a slide presentation shown
during the grand banquet. This
presentation, announced Parish
Council Bob Snyder, will form
the basis for a film history of
Akron St. George, which will be
released in mid-2008 when the
parishioners celebrate the 45th
anniversary of the ordination of
Fr. Louis Mahshie, the 45th
anniversary of his marriage to
the former Corinne Esber, his
30th anniversary as pastor of
the Akron parish, and with
God’s grace, the continued serv-
ice of Fr. Lou as Akron St.
George’s beloved pastor.

Anniversary celebration co-
chairmen Sam Salem and Sam
Halasa headed a committee rep-
resenting all church organiza-
tions and age groups.

VERY REV. FATHER THOMAS
RUFFIN

The Very Reverend Archpriest
Father thomas Ruffin, 80, fell
asleep in the Lord on June 23,
after a brief illness in Royal Oak,
Michigan. He is survived by his
wife, Sally (Zakaib) Ruffin, of
Novi, MI; sons, Gregory
(Colleen) of Farmington Hills,
MI; Philip (Terri) of Commerce,

From left: Fr. James Barkett, Fr. George
Rados, Metropolitan Elias Kurban, Fr.
Louis Mahshie, Fr. Michael Corbin, and
Archdeacon Joseph Harb

From Left: Akron St. George Parish
Council president Robert Snyder, Judge
Kathryn Michael, Metropolitan Elias
Kurban, Angeline Ioup (only surviving
offspring of Akron St. George founder Fr.
George Kattouf ), and Ambassador
Theodore Kattouf (grandson of Fr.
Kattouf ).
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MI; daughters, Helena of Pacific
Palisades, CA, and Paula of
Walled Lake, MI, and grandchil-
dren Kelsey, Zachary, Madison,
and Hannah. Sisters are Velma
Sleem of Oklahoma City and
Betty Haddad of Cedar Rapids,
Iowa.

Born in Oklahoma in 1927, to
Tom and Adele Ruffin, he was
raised in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
After graduating from the
University of Iowa in 1953, he
was ordained into the Holy
Priesthood and was assigned to
St. George Orthodox Church, in
Worcester, Massachusetts. He
studied and graduated from
Assumption College and Holy
Cross Greek Orthodox Seminary
in Brookline.

After six years Fr. Thomas
transferred to Detroit, MI, to
pastor St. George Church. He
served as president of the
Detroit Eastern Orthodox Clergy
Association, was spiritual advi-
sor to the Wayne State
University Orthodox Student
Fellowship, and was nationally
recognized in Life magazine for
fighting poverty in Detroit. He
was Chairman of the Arch -
diocese Departments of Con ven -
tion Conference Plan ning and
Statistics and Credentials, as
well as past president of the
Archdiocese Clergy Association.
In addition, he served as
Chairman of the National
Association of Arab-Americans
in Washington, DC, a Wash -
ington-based lobby for justice
and peace in the Middle East.

In the mid-1980s, Fr. Tom
transferred to Tucson, Arizona,
then to Orinda, CA, and then to
Los Altos Hills, California, to the
Orthodox Church of the
Redeemer, until he retired in

2001 and moved back to
Detroit, to be near his children
and grandchildren. He served at
St. Ignatius in Windsor, Canada
and was an attached priest to the
Basilica of St. Mary in Livonia,
Michigan.

Father Tom carried a strong
presence in the Antiochian
Church. We will fondly remem-
ber his love for his family, quick
sense of humor and zest for life.
Loyal to his friends, his passing
leaves a vacuum. His charismat-
ic preaching touched the lives of
all who attended his worship
services.

EASTERN DIOCESES’
CLERGY RETREAT,

SEPTEMBER 19-21, 2007

Amidst the beauty of autumn
in the northeast, clergy from the
two dioceses of Charleston,
Oakland & the Mid-Atlantic, and
New York and Washington gath-
ered at the Antiochian Village
Heritage and Learning Center
for three days of spiritual edifi-

cation. Paul Finley and Fr.
Anthony Yazge welcomed
Bishop THOMAS and 28 priests
and deacons with the warmth,
love and open arms that we
know as Christian hospitality.

Bishop THOMAS led us joyful-
ly and wholeheartedly in our
beautiful services, inspiring lec-
tures, and productive meetings.

Fr. John Oliver from St.
Elizabeth Mission in
Murfreesboro, TN, addressed us
with a finely-crafted reflection
on “Living the Liturgy.” He
reminded us that we assemble in
the presence of Christ’s other-
ness, possibility, and judgment,
and said very poignantly that the
Church without Christ is merely
a mob with shared superstitions.
Among the beautiful illustrations
with which he illumined his
points, he shared with us St.
Nicholas Cabasilas’ interpreta-
tion of Moses taking off his san-
dals and how that should be a
reminder for us to remove the
deadness of routine in our

The Very Reverend, Father Thomas Ruffin
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approaching Christ in the servic-
es and the Mysteries. Our liturgy
is organic, natural, unforced,
and human, and thus reflects life
and must be reflected in our
lives.

Bishop THOMAS weighed in
from time to time to remind us
that a priest must rely on God
and pray to God for situations
that seem hopeless, because
God hears the prayers of those
who pray. He also said that the
altar is the priest’s most impor-
tant table and that we must pre-
pare for services and other ele-
ments of our priestly ministry
with utmost care, love, and
attention.

The beauty and serenity of the
Village, the holiness of St.
Raphael’s relics, the love of
Bishop THOMAS, the poetic
words of Fr. John, and the broth-
erhood of the clergy quickened
our spirits, renewed our minds,
and reinvigorated our resolve to
live the liturgy as clergy of our
beloved Archdiocese of Christ’s
Holy Orthodox Church.

SPREAD THE WORD
ST. MATTHEW, TORRANCE, CA

The Antiochian Women of St.
Matthew in Torrance, California
have decided to spread the faith
of Orthodoxy by donating books
to our local libraries. We con-
sulted with our priest and came
up with four books and one
video that may spark the light to
those who are in search of the
ancient faith that could change
their life.

It all started when an
Orthodox video was donated to
one local library, after one of the
ladies noticed that in the video
selection at her library they had
many religions touting their faith
(Mormons, Muslims,
Buddhism). So, why not donate
our video/DVD on The Ancient
Church? When she checked
back with the library 6 months
later to inquire if anyone had
checked it out … they looked in
their computer and said: “Yes, it
has been checked out 24 times.”
Wow!! People are searching. So
let’s help them find the Holy
Orthodox Church. We placed
our address and phone in the

cover of those donated
books/video to help them along.

The books donated were: The
Way by Clark Carlton;

Thirsting for God in a Land of
Shallow Wells by Matthew
Gallatin; The Orthodox Church
by Timothy Ware; The
Illuminated Heart by Frederica
Mathewes-Green; and the DVD,
The Ancient Church. This was a
great project and everyone was
very excited about it. This idea
was also unanimously accepted
at the Western Region Parish
Life Conference Ladies Meeting.
So let’s spread the Word … and
our resources.

“ THE FRUITS OF ORTHODOX
UNITY”

COUNCIL OF EASTERN
ORTHODOX CHURCHES OF
CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

PREAMBLE TO THE
CONSTITUTION

The Orthodox Christian
Church is one, organically unit-
ed in the Holy Spirit through
adherence to the Apostolic faith
found in Holy Scripture and
Holy Tradition. By Her nature,
the Church is conciliar. The local

L-R: Very Rev. Anthony Yazge, Deacon Herman Acker, Subdeacon Khalil
Samara, Bishop THOMAS, Deacon Mark O’Dell and Very Rev. Michael Ellias
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Church has always met in coun-
cil to discuss and address issues
of common interest affecting the
whole Body in a given region. It
is in this tradition that the
Council, with respect for the
Holy Canons and the hierarchy
of the Church, undertakes to
bear witness to the organic and
total unity of the Church of
Christ present in Central
Massachusetts, fully cognizant
of the canonical and jurisdiction-
al difficulties of the present situ-
ation in America.

ARTICLE 1 — SECTION 2

The purpose of the Council is
to manifest the unity of the
Church through worship, educa-
tional programs, philanthropic
activities and institutions, and
fel lowship common to all the
Eastern Ortho dox parishes with-
in Central Massachusetts and to
provide a means by which con-

tinued com-
m u n i c a t i o n
and under-
standing can
be encour-
aged, looking
forward to
that day when
our Holy
O r t h o d o x
Church will be
united in
administration
as well as in
faith here in
America.

HISTORY

Early in the
1950’s, four
g e n t l e m e n
members of
two Ortho dox
Churches in
Wo r c e s t e r,

MA, through their love and dedi-
cation to the Faith, recognized
that although all Orthodox are
one in the Faith, the ethnic and
jurisdictional divisions were
contrary to the Canons and that
the future of the Church in
America could only be ensured
by the unity of all Orthodox
Christians in America. To that
end these men of vision created
the Council of Eastern Orthodox
Churches of Central Massa -
chusetts. The  original Council
was made up of nine parishes of
the Antiochian, Greek and
Romanian jurisdictions.

On Sunday of Orthodoxy, April
3, 1955, the Council held its first
combined Liturgy, called the
Pan-Orthodox Multi-Lingual
Liturgy, in Worcester’s Memorial
Auditorium. The chief celebrants
were Metropolitan Antony
Bashir and Metropolitan Samuel

David, both of the Antiochian
jurisdiction. Each subsequent
year the chief celebrant was to
be the hierarch of another juris-
diction on a rotation basis. The
choirs that chanted were from
the choirs of each church, along
with the choir of Holy Cross
Seminary of Brookline. The
Liturgy was sung in English,
Greek, Arabic, Romanian and
Russian, after which a fellowship
luncheon was held in the
Auditorium’s lower level.

The Council held regular
monthly meetings, each month
in a different Church of the
Council. The Sunday of Ortho -
doxy Liturgies were also held
annually. This activity continued
for 12 years; however, the
Council fell into a period of inac-
tivity after the demise of the
original presidents. This period
of void lasted an additional 12
years.

In 1979, the Council was
revived by the efforts of two
parishioners from the
Antiochian and Greek communi-
ties. This revival was accepted
with much enthusiasm by the
faithful, as evidenced by the
standing-room-only attendance
of representatives of the mem-
ber churches of the inactive
Council at the first organization-
al meeting held at St. Spyridon
Greek Orthodox Church. The
newly established Council
adopted the original constitu-
tion. The first order of business
was to reinstate the Sunday of
Orthodoxy Liturgies, which are
held annually.

In 1981, the then-lay president
of the Council recognized that
there were other Orthodox
churches in the area which
heretofore had not been allowed
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to commune with their brethren
because of reasons unacceptable
to the president. As a condition of
accepting another (3rd) term, he
required support of the Council
in his efforts to unify the church-
es of the OCA with the Council.
After communication with the
respective hierarchs and a face-
to-face meeting with the Bishop
of Boston, consent was given and
the OCA churches became part of
the Council, increasing their
numbers from 9 to 12.

Early in 1983, the Council
decided that the Orthodox com-
munity should have a common
burial ground. Delegates negoti-
ated with the City of Worcester
and were allowed to purchase
the rights of burial in a particu-
lar section of Hope Cemetery
and named it the Orthodox
Section. A granite altar table was
designed and erected on the
property, where every Memorial
Day the Council’s member
churches hold a combined
memorial service with the clergy
and parishioners from member
churches assembled. The
Orthodox Section has a total of
1,874 graves.

In 1987, more than 50
Orthodox bishops, theologians
and scholars from all over the
world who were assembled at
Holy Cross Seminary in
Brookline, Massachusetts had
heard about this group of
churches of different jurisdic-
tions who were worshiping and
working together as one. This
aroused their curiosity and they
expressed the desire to come to
Worcester to witness this. And
so they did. Three busses with
state police escort came down
the Massachusetts Turnpike to
Worcester. Here they toured the

four Worcester churches, ending
at St. George Orthodox
Cathedral for a reception and
dinner. The group had been
called together by His Beatitude
the Ecumenical Patriarch for the
International Inter-Orthodox
Symposium, at the request of the
World Council of Churches, to
discuss “Baptism, Eucharist and
Ministry.” This occasion was the
only public appearance made by
this auspicious assembly.

In 1991, the Council estab-
lished the Orthodox Food Pantry,
which distributes food to the
homeless and people in need of
Worcester every Saturday morn-
ing. The food pantry is staffed
by teen members of each of the
Worcester churches on a rotat-
ing schedule. A week’s supply of
food is distributed to more than
100 people and/or families.

Subsequently, the Council
sponsored a Sunday morning
radio program, “The Orthodox
Perspective,” which broadcasts
currently.

In 1995, the Council em -
barked on its most ambitious
program. It was decided that
there was a need for a place
where our parishioners in need
of care could go and enjoy
homelike surroundings and
compassionate care. Thus, the
design and construction of Holy
Trinity Nursing and Rehab -
ilitation Center became a reality
and is currently considered one
of the premier facilities in the
area, based on reports of Health
and Human Services of
Massachusetts. Holy Trinity has
104 beds. Holy Trinity is proud
to report that in the 2005 and
2007 surveys by the Department
of Health we were rendered
“Deficiency Free,” which is very

rare in this industry. Every
Wednesday AM, Divine Liturgy
is celebrated in the chapel by
clergy of member churches. The
last Friday of each month from
May to September a barbeque is
held for the residents, families
and guests in the courtyard
patio.

2005 was the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the Council and the tenth
anniversary of Holy Trinity
Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center. To honor this milestone,
the Council invited the hierarchs
of all nine canonical Arch -
dioceses in America, the Bishops
of SCOBA, to concelebrate
Liturgy on the Sunday of
Orthodoxy. Six of the nine
presided, led by SCOBA chair-
man Archbishop Demetrios. A
gala banquet followed the Divine
Liturgy. This was another first
for the Orthodox Churches in
America.

The Council of Eastern
Orthodox Churches of Central
Massachusetts has enjoyed more
than fifty years of fellowship and
spiritual gathering. For more
than fifty years the Council has
engendered many activities of a
liturgical and educational
nature, as well as social.
Parishes regularly invite the
other Council churches to par-
ticipate in their own internal
activities and events.

The Council is thankful to God
to be the first and possibly still
the only Orthodox organization
of its kind in the Americas and
the world representing a united
Orthodox Christian presence to
the larger ecumenical community.

We pray that Almighty God
continues to bestow His bless-
ings upon us.
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