St. Athanasius

Antiochian Orthodox Church

presents

A Celebration of
the life of

St. Nicholas

-an evening of music, a celebration of our Holy
St. Nicholas, and a time of fellowship and joy as we
anticipate the birth of our Lord -

Sunday, December 11, 2016
6:00 p.m.

A Celebration of the
Life of St. Nicholas
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Joanne Gish and some of the children of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
ADVENT CANDLE SONG
Arthur Clyde
Sung by the St. Athanasius Girls’ Choir
Valerie Yova, Conductor
Nancy Gilbert, Pianist
Juliana Ballew, Jessica Berari, Virginia Braun,
Elizabeth Butler, Justina King, Lucy Speier
1.

When Mary came to Bethlehem a lantern shed its light,
while Joseph led the little donkey through the silent night.
Chorus:
We light the Advent candle to shine on us today,
to give us hope, to make us warm
while we await the coming of Christmas Day.

2.

An empty stable was where they stayed the night our Lord was born;
The lantern shone upon His face while Mary kept Him warm. (chorus)
When shepherds came to see the baby, torches lit the way
so they could find the stable where Jesus lay. (chorus)
As Christmas nears we light His way, but not to a stable door;
Lord Jesus come and live within our hearts forever more! (chorus)

3.
4.

WELCOME
Fr. Nicholas Speier, Pastor
INTRODUCTION & SLIDE SHOW: THE LIFE OF ST. NICHOLAS OF MYRA
ST. NICHOLAS AND THE NINE GOLD COINS
Story by Jim Forest

CONCLUSION
Fr. Nicholas Speier

MUSIC FOR ST. NICHOLAS
Truly he was a Light

Music by John Butler
S.A.O.C. Adult Choir
Valerie Yova, Music Director

Truly, he was a light unto the world, and the salt of the earth;
his life was radiant with light and his speech salted with wisdom."
Troparion for St. Nicholas

Serbian melody, arranged by Peter Drobac

You appeared to your flock as a rule of faith,
An image of humility and a teacher of abstinence.
Because of your lowliness, heaven was opened to you;
Because of your poverty, riches were granted to you.
O holy bishop Nicholas, pray to Christ our God to save our souls.

GETTING IN THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
Fr. Nicholas Speier

MUSIC FOR THE SEASON
Atrium Level I children
Nancy Gilbert, piano
Verne Gish, guitar

Medley led by Jan Speier
Let Everything God Made say “Thank
you, Lord” Word & Lyrics by Jan Speier
Atrium Songs and
“Soon and Very Soon” by Andraé Crouch

St. Athanasius Girls’ Choir
Nancy Gilbert, piano

In Olden Days (Troparion of the Forefeast
of Nativity) Text adapted by Fr. Jack Sparks,
Music by Richard Toensing

All on a Silent Night

Becki Slagle May
(incorporating “Silent Night,” by Gruber/Mohr)

Verne & Mary Gish, vocals
Nancy Gilbert, piano

What Child is This?
Lyrics by William Chatterton Dix

John Butler, vocals
Paul Wintz, violin
Nancy Gilbert, piano

In the Bleak Midwinter
Music by Gustav Holst
Text by Christina Rossetti

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
in the bleak midwinter, long ago.
Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter a stable cave sufficed
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.
Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss,
worshiped the beloved with a kiss.
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him: give my heart.

St. Athanasius Adult Choir
Suzi Wiley, drum

Elijah Rock
Traditional spiritual, arr./Jester Hairston

Elijah was a 9th century BC prophet. He denounced foreign cults, defeated prophets of Baal on Mount
Carmel and angered King Ahab and his consort, Jezebel, who forced him to flee into the wilderness. He
never died, but was taken up into heaven in a fiery chariot. He is one of the first prophets to express a
conscious monotheism, and is considered to be a prototype of John the Baptist and of Christ. According
to the Tradition of Holy Church, the Prophet Elijah will be the Forerunner of the Second Coming of
Christ. He will proclaim the truth of Christ, urge all to repentance, and will be slain by the Antichrist.
God is a rock for the speaker in the song, just as He was for Elijah. The speaker is looking forward to
“comin' up” to Heaven just like Elijah. The “shouts” are shouts of joy, something that happens all through
the Bible, one of the most beautiful being in the book of Job when God says: “Where were you when I laid
the earth's foundation? . . . while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for
joy?” (38:4, 7).
This arrangements is by the famed African-American composer and arranger Jester Hairston, who was
the grandson of slaves but lived until age 99 in 2000. He has the other parts drop out as the song draws to
a close, leaving the basses to finish by themselves, gradually fading out with the words “comin' up, Lord.”
Was Hairston painting a picture of the group diminishing as one after another leaves this earthly life and
goes to Heaven? Maybe. It's an effective, and unexpected, ending, whatever the reason for its use.

Text:
Elijah rock shout shout
Elijah rock comin' up Lord
Elijah rock shout shout
Elijah rock comin' up Lord
Elijah, Elijah
Elijah
Elijah, Elijah
Elijah
Satan is a liar and a conjure too
If you don't mind out
He'll conjure you
If I could I sho'ly would
Stand on the rock where Moses stood
(Additional text not used in this setting)
Ezekiel said he saw him
Wheel in the mid' of a wheel
John talked about him
Book of the seven seals
Some say the Rose of Sharon
Others say the Prince of Peace
But I can tell everybody (this ol' world)
He's been a rock and a shelter for me

SACRED CAROLS
Audience Sing-a-long
Led by Verne Gish and the S.A.O.C. Band
and the Adult Choir
(Music is on the following pages.)
ARRIVAL OF ST. NICHOLAS
The words to the St. Nicholas carol are on the last page of the program. Please join in!
Bishop Nicholas will lead the children to collect the gifts left in their shoes. St. Nick
will then be available in front of the Christmas tree for any parents who would like to
take a photo of their child/children with him. We ask that you take your own photo.
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Exploring 2,000 years of Orthodox Musical Tradition:
When East meets West
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Liturgical Arts Festival Schedule
Friday, October 17
5:00-7:00 p.m.

Tours, Bookstore, Icon Exhibit and Musica Russica booth

7:00-8:30 p.m.

Keynote Address: "Worship in the Early Christian Church :
Old Testament Influences on New Testament Worship"
Archbishop BENJAMIN (Peterson) of the O.C.A. Western Diocese

Reception, Book Signing, Icon Exhibit and Vendors following presentation.

Saturday, October 18
10:00 a.m.-12 p.m.

"Ancient Chant in a Modern World: our received Byzantine Tradition"
Fr. Joseph Morris, Abbot of St. Gregory Palamas Orthodox Monastery,
Perrysville, Ohio

1:00-3:00 p.m.

Tours, Bookstore, Icon Exhibit and Musica Russica booth
(Book Signing at 2:00 p.m. by Jane Meyer)

3:00-5:00 p.m.

"Orthodoxy moves Westward: Slavic Chant and the Music of the
Cathedrals of Eastern Europe"
Dr. Vladimir Morosan, Pres. of Musica Russica Publishing Company,
Director -Archangel Voices

6:00 p.m.

Great Vespers

7:00-9:00 p.m.

"America's Voice: When Protestants look Eastward"
V. Rev. John David Finley - Composer,
Priest for Antiochian Archdiocese Dept. of Missions

Reception, Bookstore and Musica Russica booth following presentation.

Sunday, October 19
3:00 p.m.

Concert of Sacred Music: "From Byzantium to Beverly Hills"
Featuring: Adelfos Ensemble, the St. Athanasius Choir,
and Providence Santa Barbara High School Chamber Choir.
($5 donation for concert/$20 per family, seating first-come/first-served)

Reception, Bookstore, Book Signing and Musica Russica booth open following concert.
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presents

From Byzantium to
Beverly Hills:
A Celebration of Sacred Choral Music

Sunday, October 19, 2014
3:00 p.m.

•

featuring
St. Athanasius Orthodox Christian Church Choir
• Adelfos Ensemble
• Providence Hall Chamber Singers
St. Athanasius Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church
300 Sumida Gardens Lane, Santa Barbara, CA 93111
Produced with the blessing of His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH
of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of North America

CONCERT PROGRAM
St. Athanasius Orthodox Church Choir
Valerie Yova, Conductor
Alleluia

V. Rev. Sergei Glagolev
(b. 1928)

A Word about Mary, the Mother of Jesus:
The following four hymns speak about Mary, the Mother of God (in Greek,
“Theotokos”) and the important role she played in the salvation story. Because of
her unique relationship to Jesus, she is the most highly revered saint of the Orthodox
Church. She is viewed as an ardent intercessor on our behalf, (as mothers often do
have a special place in their sons’ hearts) and she is shown great love and respect for
living a life of purity and faithfulness. She is, for Orthodox believers, the supreme
example of saying “Yes” to God’s will. When the Archangel Gabriel announced to
her the words of the first hymn (below), she replied, “Let it be to me according to
your word.” (Luke 1:38) The Orthodox Church honors Mary in icons, hymns, and
special feast days. We venerate her—but we do not worship her, for worship belongs to God alone.
Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos

V. Rev. John D. Finley

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Mary full of grace, the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb,
for you have borne the Savior of our Souls.

I have Thee as a Fountain
(from the Little Paraklesis Service)

Nazo Zakkak (b. 1987)

I have thee as a fountain and defense of my life, O Theotokos and Virgin.
Pilot me, govern me into thy sheltered port
for thou art the author of blessings, staff of the faithful,
O thou only all lauded One.

Today is the Beginning of our Salvation
(Troparion for Feast of Annunciation)

Nazo Zakkak

Today is the beginning of our salvation,
the revelation of the eternal mystery.
The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin,
and Gabriel announces the coming of Grace.
Together with him, let us cry to the Theotokos:
“Rejoice, O Full of Grace, the Lord is with you.”
The Angel Cried to the Lady: Rejoice
(9th Ode of the Canon for Easter)

P. Makarov (mid 1800s)
arr. V. Rev. J.D. Finley

The angel cried to the Lady full of grace: “Rejoice, O pure Virgin!
Again I say, Rejoice, O pure Virgin!
Your Son is risen from His three days in the tomb.
With Himself He has raised all the dead. Rejoice, all ye people!
O shine! Shine! Shine!
Shine, O new Jerusalem! The glory, the glory of the Lord has shone on you.
Exult and be glad, be glad O Zion! Be radiant, O Mother of God,
in the Resurrection of your Son!

Providence Santa Barbara High School Chamber Singers
Rebecca Leftwich Hodson, Conductor
All that Hath Life and Breath Praise Ye the Lord
(Adapted from Psalms 96 and 22)

Rene Clausen (b 1953)

The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee

Jean Berger (1909-2002)

O Magnum Mysterium
David Childs (b. 1969)
O great mystery, and wondrous sacrament,
that animals should see the Lord lying in a manger!
Blessed Virgin, whose womb was worthy to bear the Lord Christ. Alleluia!
Lord, I heard your instruction and considered your works
and trembled in fear in the midst of two animals.

St. Athanasius Orthodox Church Choir
"Thy Bridal Chamber I see adorned"
Exapostilarion for Bridegroom Matins of Holy Week
The term "exapostilarion" is related to the word Apostle, which itself is derived from a
Greek word meaning “sent out.” It has this name because in ancient times a chanter was sent
out from the choir into the center of the church to chant this hymn. The exapostilaria ask
God to enlighten the minds of the faithful that they might worthily praise the Lord in the
verses of the Lauds (Praises). During Holy Week (the week leading up to Easter) the
Exapostilarion is of great significance and is solemnly chanted in the center of the church.
The Matins service on most of the days of Holy Week is referred to as the "Bridegoom
Prayer," after the theme of the Exapostilarion for those days: "I see Thy bridal chamber
adorned..." (a reference to the Tomb of Christ).

1. Byzantine Special Melody - Mode 3
I behold Thy bridal chamber richly adorned, O my Savior;
But I have no wedding garment to worthily enter.
Make radiant the garment of my soul,
O Giver of Light and save me.
2. Kievan Chant/arr. by A. Arkangelsky (1846-1924)/
adapted by V. Morosan
"In the flesh You fell asleep as a mortal man"
(Exapostilarion for Great and Holy Pascha)

Galician melody
Harmonized & arr. by
W.G. Obleschuk

In the flesh You fell asleep as a mortal man, King and Lord.
You rose on the third day, raising Adam from corruption and destroying death:
Pascha of incorruption, the salvation of the world!
Hymns of Resurrection
He is Risen!

V. Rev. John D. Finley

Joyfully with one true voice we shout the proclamation
that Jesus Christ the Son of God has from the dead arisen. Alleluia!
Who by his almighty power has conquered sin and Satan
and by his death did trample death and preach to souls in prison. Alleluia!
Christ, the shepherd of the sheep, to his eternal kingdom
has led from chain and bolt and bar the captives forth in freedom. Alleluia!

Christ is risen from the dead!

(Traditional hymn of Resurrection and Eastertide)

Christ is risen from the dead,
trampling down death by death,
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life!

1. Greek- Byzantine Chant
2. English—Byzantine Chant
3. English

Tone 1
Tone 1
American Folk
by Vladimir Morosan (b. 1951)

Adelfos Ensemble
Temmo Korisheli, conductor
Funeral Ikos

John Tavener (1944-2013)

Composed in 1981, this hauntingly beautiful work sets powerful words of hope from the Orthodox Service for Burial of a Priest.
Why these bitter words of the dying, O brethren, which they utter as they go hence? I am parted
from my brethren. All my friends do I abandon and go hence. But whither I go, that understand
I not, neither what shall become of me yonder; only God who hath summoned me knoweth. But
make commemoration of me with the song: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
But whither now go the souls? How dwell they now together there? This mystery have I desired
to learn; but none can impart aright. Do they call to mind their own people, as we do them? Or
have they forgotten all those who mourn them and make the song: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
We go forth on the path eternal, and as condemned, with downcast faces, present ourselves
before the only God eternal. Where then is comeliness? Where then is wealth? Where then is
the glory of this world? There shall none of these things aid us, but only to say oft the psalm:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
If thou hast shown mercy unto man, O Man, that same mercy shall be shown thee there; and if
on an orphan thou hast shown compassion, the same shall there deliver thee from want. If in
this life the naked thou hast clothed, the same shall give thee shelter there, and sing the psalm:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Youth and the beauty of the body fade at the hour of death, and the tongue then burneth
fiercely, and the parched throat is inflamed. The beauty of the eyes is quenched then; the comeliness of the face all altered; the shapeliness of the neck destroyed; and the other parts have
become numb, nor often say: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

With ecstasy are we inflamed if we but hear that there is light eternal yonder; that there is Paradise, wherein every soul of Righteous Ones rejoiceth. Let us all, also, enter into Christ, that we
may cry aloud thus unto God: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Love Bade Me Welcome

John Tavener

Tavener created this setting of a poem by the mystical English poet-priest George Herbert
(1593—1633) for the Choir of Winchester Cathedral (England) on the occasion of their new
bishop's enthronement in 1985.

Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back,
Guiltie of dust and sinne.
But quick-ey'd Love, observing me grow slack
From my first entrance in,
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning,
If I lack'd any thing.
A guest, I answer'd, worthy to be here:
Love said, you shall be he.
I the unkinde, ungratefull? Ah my deare,
I cannot look on thee.
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,
Who made the eyes but I?
Truth Lord, but I have marr'd them: let my shame
Go where it doth deserve.
And know you not, sayes Love, who bore the blame?
My deare, then I will serve.
You must sit down, sayes Love, and taste my meat:
So I did sit and eat.
Bogoroditse dyevo

Arvo Pärt (b. 1935)

This joyous setting of words from the Orthodox Vespers service was written for the Choir of
King's College, Cambridge University, and its director, Stephen Cleobury, in 1990.

Birthgiver of God, Virgin, rejoice,
Blessed Mary, the Lord is with you.
Blessed art thou among women, and blessed
is the fruit of thy womb, for thou hast given birth to the Savior of our souls.

St. Athanasius Orthodox Church Choir
Gladsome Light

O Gladsome Light of the holy glory of the Immortal Father,
Heavenly, Holy, Blessed Jesus Christ!
Now that we have come to the setting of the sun and behold the light of evening,
we praise God: the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
For meet it is at all times to worship Thee with voices of praise,
O Son of God and Giver of Life; Therefore all the world glorifies Thee!

1. Traditional Greek Melody by Sakellarides

arr. by V. Rev. Sergei Glagolev

2. Contemporary
(with Adelfos Ensemble)

Nazo Zakkak

Gladsome Light is the earliest known Christian hymn outside of the Bible. It is attributed
to St. Athenogenes the Martyr who, in 196 AD, famously sang the words to this hymn during his
martyrdom. It has been sung by Christians ever since, as is documented by St. Basil the Great in
the 4th century and St. Sophronious, Patriarch of Jerusalem, in the 7th century. The words of this
hymn celebrate Christ as the Holy Light of the Father and calls all the world to glorify Him.
Gladsome Light is sung at every evening service (Vespers) in the Orthodox Church.
The first setting of Gladsome Light by Fr. Glagolev masterfully synthesizes the use of
ancient chant and modern harmony to create a unique, new, and yet familiar sound. Fr. Glagolev
is considered to be one of the most respected and prolific composers of Orthodox Church music.
Drawing its inspiration from a variety of sources (including the previous piece in this
program), Zakkak's setting of Gladsome Light is not based on chant but, through a particular harmonic sequence, creates an expressive atmosphere that lovingly modernizes the hymn.
From the composer: “While working on this hymn, I suddenly saw the text in a different
light. I was overwhelmed by the passion and adoration of the words, and sought to express that.
For this reason, I decided to not base this hymn on a chant-like formula; I did not want a
"simple" hymn that is easily forgotten after the service, but rather something that would be playing in my head throughout the day, always drawing my attention to the True Light.”

The Lord Bless You and Keep You
(all choirs)

Peter Lutkin (1858-1931)

LEASE JOIN US FOR A RECEPTION ON THE PATIO!

2 November 2013
11.00am - 9pm

3 November 2013
11.00am - 5pm

Sponsored by

Holy Resurrection
Orthodox Church
5910 E 5th ST
Tucson, AZ 85711
Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America

Come share in a day of diverse and
rich cultures and traditions set in
the middle of the Southwest Desert
Visit our site: tucsoninternationalfestival.org

St. Mark the Evangelist RC Church
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, welcome!
We want you to know that you are invited, accepted, loved
and respected at St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church.

Ecumenical Epiphany Concert

Sunday, January 7, 2017 3:00pm

Featuring
Music Ministry of St. Frances de Sales
Dr. Julian Ackerley, director
Music Ministry of Holy Resurrection Antiochian Orthodx Church

Mrs. Mareena Boosamra-Ball, director
Music Ministry of St. Mark the Evangelist
Mr. William Mattison, director
All Songs reprinted with permission under licenses.
Licensing online #625735 & Onelicense.net #A-726294

Music Ministry of St. Frances Cabrini
Mr. Russell Ronnebaum, director

All stand
Invitation to Prayer
O Come All Ye Faithful
ADESTE FIDELIS
Combined Choirs & Congregation
Dr. Ackerley, conductor
Silent Night
Franz Gruber
St. Frances Cabrini & Congregation
Mr. Ronnebaum, conductor
Please be seated.
The Angel Gabriel
arr. Russell Ronnebaum
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Michael Praetorius
Music Ministry of St. Frances Cabrini
Mr. Ronnebaum, conductor
All stand and join in singing.
Joy to the World
ANTIOCH
Holy Resurrection & Congregation
Mrs. Mareena Boosamra-Ball , conductor
Please be seated.
Troparion of the Nativity
Serbian Orthodox Melody
Megalynarion: Christmas
Frederick Karam
Music Ministry of Holy Resurrection Antiochian Orthodox
Church
Mrs. Mareena Boosamra-Ball, conductor
All stand and join in singing.

We Three Kings
John H. Hopkins
St. Francis de Sales & Congregation
Dr. Ackerley, conductor
Please be seated.
Run, Ye Shepherds, to the Light
Michael Haydn
Alleluia! Christ the Lord is Born
Manuscript
Music Ministry of St. Francis de Sales
Dr. Ackerley, conductor
All stand and join in singing.
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
MENDELSSOHN
St. Mark & Congregation
Mr, William Mattison, conductor
Please be seated.
O Little Town of Bethlehem
Ralph Vaughan Williams
Cielo Perez, soloist
Gesu Bambino
Pietro Yon
Music Ministry of St. Mark the Evangelist
Mr, William Mattison, conductor
All stand and join in singing.
The First Noel
Combined Choirs & Congregation
Mr, William Mattison, conductor

NOWELL

Benediction
Please be seated.
Dona Nobis Pacem

Mary Ann Lightfoot
Combined Choirs
Mr, William Mattison, conductor

Please join us in the Narthex for refreshments after the concert.

