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bove, the hosts 
of angels sing praise; below, 
men form choirs in the churches
and imitate them by singing 
the same doxology. Above, the
Seraphim cry out the Thrice
Holy Hymn; below, the human
throng sends up the same cry.
The inhabitants of heaven 
and earth are brought together
in a common assembly; there 
is one thanksgiving, one shout
of delight, one joyful chorus.

– S t  j o h n  C h rys o s to m , “Praise”
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St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary’s
students hail from a variety of Orthodox 
Christian churches and jurisdictions. Their wide-
ranging musical heritage—especially the Slavic
and Middle Eastern traditions—is reflected in
our chapel worship, where one is as likely to hear
a Kievan chant as a Byzantine chant during the
same church service. 

Our seminary is committed to instructing 
students in their respective liturgical traditions,
to prepare them to serve in parishes across our
nation and the globe. To strengthen this commit-
ment, St. Vladimir’s Board of Trustees has estab-
lished the Bishop Basil Program in Byzantine
Liturgical Music, in honor of His Grace Basil
(Essey), a St. Vladimir’s alumnus and a former
instructor in Byzantine chant at our seminary. 

The newly established program will ensure that
the heritage of teaching Byzantine music not
only continues at St. Vladimir’s but also evolves.
A full-time faculty member with a terminal 
degree in musicology and expertise in Psaltic Art
and Byzantine and Post-Byzantine Chant and
Hymnography will instruct all seminarians—
not just those connected with churches of 
Middle Eastern or Greek background—in
Byzantine music. 

The Bishop Basil Program in Byzantine Liturgical
Music will complement our Peter P. Prokofieff
Program in Liturgical Music, which was estab-
lished to support the training of choirmasters in
the Orthodox Church in America and the 
publication of liturgical music. The Prokofieff
program has been fully funded.

These complementary programs will allow 
seminarians to study all the rich musical forms
found within the Orthodox tradition, and to
pursue a concentrated course of study leading to
an Advanced Certificate in Liturgical Music, 
either in conjunction with their degree programs
or in an independent program of study.

Our goal is to raise $2m to fund the Bishop Basil
Program in Byzantine Liturgical Music. Will 
you join with us in helping our student body to
“imitate the angels” in joyful chorus, and to
carry on the deep and broad musical traditions
handed down for centuries in the Orthodox
churches? 

Please contact our Associate Chancellor for 

Advancement, Theodore Bazil, cfrm, 

by e-mailing ted@svots.edu, or by calling 

914-961-8313 ext. 329 for details.

the bishop basil program in byzantine liturgical music

Join us in helping our students
“imitate the angels” in joyful chorus!

his grace, the right reverend basil

Bishop Basil (Essey) was born and raised in 
Monessen, Pennsylvania. He received his M.Div.
from St. Vladimir’s Seminary in 1973, and is recog-
nized for his outstanding work in pastoral, youth,
and liturgical music ministries.

Following his graduation from St. Vladimir’s,
Bishop Basil served as Director of the Department
of Youth Affairs for the Self-Ruled Antiochian Or-
thodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
(aocana), the archdiocese to which he has com-
mitted his life and work. At that time he also taught
contemporary Byzantine chant at St. Vladimir’s.

In 1980, he was ordained to the priesthood, and in
1988, he was elevated to the dignity of archiman-
drite. He was consecrated to the episcopacy in 1992,
and received monastic tonsure to the Lesser
Schema in 2003, the year he became a diocesan
bishop. Since his enthronement in December 2004,
His Grace bears the title of Bishop of the Diocese
of Wichita and Mid-America.

Bishop Basil co-chaired the Joint Orthodox
Church in America (oca)–aocana Canonization
Commission, which led to the glorification of
Bishop Raphael (Hawaweeny) of Brooklyn in 2000.
His Grace oversaw the publication of the book
containing St. Raphael’s Vita, Akolouthia and
Akathist; arranged the hymnography for St.
Raphael to Byzantine melodies; and directed the
Clergy Brotherhood Choir that recorded an audio
cd of the hymns for the feast of St. Raphael.

In recognition of his service the Board of Trustees
of St. Vladimir’s Seminary conferred a Doctor of
Divinity honoris causa upon His Grace in May 2010.
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