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Preface

The Chants of Vespers set those texts which are commonly sung at Great Vespers in the
Orthodox Church. The settings are indebted to the various musical idioms of Orthodoxy:
Movement I, O Come, Let Us Worship, is based on a Greater Znammeny chant fragment, and
leads directly into Movement II, Bless the Lord, O My Soul, which uses musical material
derived from Greco-Byzantine Tone 6. Movements III and IV, Blessed is the Man and O
Gladsome Light, are based on melodies found in the Russian and Greek traditions respectively;
Movement V, The Song of St. Simeon, is based on musical material derived from Greco-
Byzantine Tone 5, and the final movement, Preserve, O God, sets the familiar melody of
Russian Tone 1.

While the texts and some of the music are indeed those sung at Great Vespers, these settings are
intended strictly as concert music - they are, almost without exception, too long and too
musically involved to be appropriate for liturgical use.

Performing forces

While The Chants of Vespers will work well with reasonably large choral forces, they are also
possible for smaller choirs, even (in most cases) an octet. The principal consideration is that each
choir should have the same number of singers. Choir I should stand on the conductor’s left, Choir
[1, on his right. The amount of separation between the two choirs is left to the conductor’s
discretion, though the groups should not be so far apart that rhythmic ensemble becomes difficult

Soloists: Various movements call for soloists, the most extensive of which is Movement II. In all
cases the soloists should have clear voices with a minimum of vibrato; “operatic” singing, with its
attendant “dramatic” production and large vibrato, is completely inappropriate. The soloists
should stand in the midst of the choruses.

Mode of performance
The optimum performance is, of course, a performance of all six movements; but individual

movements may be extracted and performed alone. The sole exception to this is Movement I,
which must be performed with Movement II. (Movement II may be performed alone, however.)



I. O Come, Let Us Worship

(Based on a Greater Znammeny Chant fragment)
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I. O Come, Let Us Worship
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Tenor solo
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( rehearsal only)

Bless the Lord, O My Soul

(Loosely based on Byzantine Tone 6)

Richard Toensing
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Bless the Lord, O My Soul
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Bless the Lord, O My Soul

14

o
L1

ty

jes

and ma

or

with_  hon

ed

ty

jes

and — ma

or

- ed with hon

cloth

)
|
B

Ly

jes

with hon or and ma

ed

cloth

X0
1

e

[+
!

T. solo

and — ma

or

hon

with —

ed

Ly.

jes

with hon or and ma

ed

cloth

iy

ho

ma

and

or

hon

with

ed

cloth

—

=
L~

JLES ]




S. solo

T. solo

Pno.

Bless the Lord, O My Soul

15
L] L] L] ] ] L] —
Py T TN Y I I B S
—— = |
Bles - sed art thot, e bles - B - sed art thou, O Lord!
P /"""'—___"\ -
> f
< P o o d + = 5 i»
I o —— | b
\-..__‘_-_____—__./
Bles - sed art thou, bles - - - sed art thE, Lord!
] ] ] ] ] . -
p h\
i .
1 h
e | &> S — il = < e
e
Bles - sed art thow, — bles - - - sed art thou, O Lord!
P
= I T T o i « [ P s
1 | — 1
1 |
Bles - sed art thou, — bles - - - sed art thou, O Lord!
. (8] —— . [52]
7= ~ JLLY ] o i T ng p= o =
= == === F—r=
z | I T L | T L |
» — T g
. s . | 4 e b, g e | e £ |&
G o !, = © 1 2 F >
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VI. Preserve, O God (insert*)

Richard Toensing

solo ﬂ
B —" e o s ©
[ an —
Y
and all Orthodox Christians, unto  a-ges of ages. Amen.

Preserve, O God, the holy Orthodox  faith.

* In the event that movements V (The Song of St. Simeon) and VI (Preserve, O God) are performed in
succession this solo is to be chanted between those two movements. It is also to be chanted if the entire work

is performed as a unity.
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