Matins - Menaion 1 0 0 December 18 - 24
Sunday Before Christmas

On "God is the Lord," sing the Troparia as at Vespers on pages 96-99a of this book.

If this Sunday falls on December 18th or 19th, sing only the Kathismata of the Resurrection in
the Tone of the week.

If the Sunday falls on December 20th - 24th, first sing the Kathismata of the Resurrection in the
Tone of the week, and replace the "Both now and ever" of each Kathisma with the following:

For the first Kathisma, sing this: (Tone 6) "The sayings of the Prophets have now been
fulfilled. For on the morrow, our God is born of the Virgin Mary in a manner surpassing speech,
and remaineth as He was before His birth. The Magi gather, bearing gifts; the shepherds abide in
the field; and we also sing: O Thou Who wast born of a Virgin, Lord, glory be to Thee."

For the second Kathisma, sing this: (Tone 8) "The song the shepherds played on their
reed-pipes was stayed by a great angelic host, which called out to them, saying: Tarry not in the
field now, O ye that shepherd the nurslings of the flocks; cry aloud singing praises, that Christ the
Lord hath been born in Bethlehem, He that in truth hath been well pleased, as God, to save the
race of mankind."

Then the Benedictions (Evlogetaria), unless this Sunday falls on December 24th, when they shall
be omitted.

The Hypakoe, Anabathmoi and the Prokeimenon are for the Resurrection in the Tone of the week,
and the Resurrectional Gospel will follow the Eothinon of the Sunday, on whichever date this

Sunday falls.

The Katabasiae are from the Canon of the Nativity: "Christ is born, glorify him," and "More
honorable" is done after the 8th Ode, on whichever date this Sunday falls.

For the Exaposteilaria:

If this Sunday falls on December 18th or 19th, sing the Exaposteilarion of the Resurrection
in the Tone of the week, followed by the one for the Fathers, "Verily, the chiefs of the Patriarchs,"
as on page 101 of this book, and conclude with the Theotokion in the Tone of the week.

If this Sunday falls on December 20th - 24th, sing the Exaposteilarion of the Resurrection in
the Tone of the week, followed by the one for the Fathers, "Verily, the chiefs of the Patriarchs"
and the one for the Preparation, "Rejoice, O Bethlehem," as on pages 101-102 of this book.

For the Praises, on whichever date this Sunday falls, sing four (4) for the Resurrection in the
Tone of the week, and four for the Fathers in Special Tone 5, as on pages 103 to 107. Then sing
"Glory" and "Verily, the collection...", in Tone 8, on Page 108, and "Both Now" and "Most
blessed" as on page 109 of this book.

Now sing the "Great Doxology" in Tone 8 as on pages 235 - 238 in the Byzantine Matins Project
by Kazan, and conclude with the Troparion "Today is salvation come unto the world," as on page
109 of this book.
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Exaposteilaria 1 0 1 Sunday Before Christmas

Tone 2 Basil Kazan
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Exaposteilaria 1 0 2 Sunday Before Christmas

Tone 2 Basil Kazan
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Matins - Menaion
The Praises
Tone 5

Verse 5 Fast
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First sing 4 for the Resurrection, and then the following 4 Prosomia for the Fathers.

December 18 - 24

Sunday Before Christmas

Basil Kazan
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December 18 - 24
Sunday Before Christmas

Tone 5 Basil Kazan
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After singing Verse 6, repeat Prosomion 5.
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December 18 - 24
Sunday Before Christmas

Tone 5 Basil Kazan
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December 18 - 24
Sunday Before Christmas

Tone 5 Basil Kazan
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The Praises 1 0 7 Sunday Before Christmas

Tone 5 Basil Kazan
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December 18 - 24

Glory of the Praises Sunday Before Christmas
Tone 8 Basil Kazan
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Both Now of the Praises
Troparion, Tone 8
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December 18 - 24

Sunday Before Christmas

Basil Kazan
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Now sing the "Great Doxology" in Tone 8 as on pages 235 - 238 in the Byzantine Matin Project by Kazan,
and conclude with the Troparion as below in Tone 8.
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