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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

DEFENDING THE FAITH: 

THE  NATIVITY OF THE WORD AND HIS INCARNATION

We know and confess the Word of God came forth from the virgin womb of Mary, being by nature

both Child and Emmanuel. His name is Jesus, Who is the Christ and the Only-begotten Son of the

Father. This birth was of the Father’s will, was of the interactive energies of the Holy Spirit and the

free-will of Mary. He entered Creation in the compassion of His grace, to heal our unbelief. In this,

He reveals Himself as the Perfect One of two natures, clothed in  flesh, His Incarnation.

COMMENTARY

The name Only-begotten Son  emphasizes the unique relationship between the Father and

His Son, its being eternal and perfect. How so? For the One perfect Father, begets the One

perfect Son, the One able to reveal His eternal Father. Yet, whereas this relationship between

Father and Son, is natural, our relationship to Him, is not. In contrast, our relationship to His

Father, begins in the fullness of His Incarnation. For within this understanding, we find the

promised gift of an eternal relationship with His Father. 

The name Word, emphasizes His relationship to His Father, within Creation. Yet knowing Him as the

Only-begotten Son, places special emphasis on their eternal relationship, outside time. Thus we know the

eternal Son to also be the Word of God, within His Creation, He Who is the creating principle of all thing, each

with its own being. In Rom. 1:20. St. Paul describes Him as the Father’s “eternal power and divinity”, while

shaming man for not discovering Him throughout His Creation.   

The name God, emphasizes the Word's interactive relationship with His Creation. It speaks to three

divine energies of God – running, burning, and seeing – and there being natural to Who He is. Thus

in being with us, His providential love is everywhere present. He burns up evil as if chaff, He sees all

things in foreknowledge, while carefully watching over us and all things.  

Thus entering Creation as the Perfect Child and the Emmanuel, He confirms His refusal to allow His

Creation to turn to a state of nonexistence, of hopelessness and unbelief. For such is the Love of the

Perfect One, Who molded Adam in His Image and likeness. Further, it reminds us that His two natures –

divine and human – remain distinct, never compounded nor confused. How  e lse cou ld Jesus, ou r Christ,

be fu lly  M an, fu lly  God; Son of M an and Son of God, w ith in  H is tw o natures. 

Several thoughts on the mystery of His birth: 1) The beginning of the Incarnation and place of the Holy

Spirit, 2) Mary's conception in the womb, was without a male, 3) it helps us to grasp the relationship

between Jesus and us, and why He is called the Christ, 4) His birth was the will of the Father, and 5)

The Holy Spirit shows Himself distinct from the Son, yet equal in divinity.  

Merry Christmas in the joy of His Nativity.

Sincerely 

Director - SAAOT

PLEASE REMEMBER US THIS CHRISTMAS
We are working hard to bring the message

of His Peace to our 100 plus prisoner-students.
WE NEED YOUR SPECIAL GIFT OF GIVING
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