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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

THE LORD ’S NATIVITY:

BEG IN N IN G  TO  AN SW ER IN G  

THE D IV INE D ILEM M A OF THE W O RD O F G O D

When writing on the Incarnation, St. Athanasius comments on how the fear of death

and man's decay in the grave, were gaining an ever firmer hold on them, even to how

their relationship with their Creator, was increasingly bleak and hopeless. 

What was the Word of God to do when those He created, had failed to acknowledge

or even remember, their being in His image and of His likeness. To make things

worse, they had even forfeited His marvelous gift of true reasoning, a reasoning

which allowed them to reflect upon Him and hear His invitation to be in constant

fellowship with Him. Instead, all mankind, both Jew and Gentile, was actually drifting

farther and farther away from any sort of personal relationship with Him, even to

serving two masters.

Bottom line: The fulfillment of the Lord’s

 intended  purpose – for His people – was being lost.

By the time of His Incarnation, that first and glorious Advent, the fear of death and

sentence to Hades, had gained an overwhelming dominion over man. There was no

hope in sight and this was monstrous and unfitting. Yet it would be equally unbefitting

for the Creator to go against His eternal plan, or to stop honoring the self-authority He

bestows upon us, through His grace.

Thankfully, our Lord's unfathomable compassion never ceases for those He blesses with

Life, even those who reject Him or chose to trust in the vain promises of a confused world.

And He never will.

What then was the I AM, the YHWH, to do?
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Was He to let the fear of death and Hades hold sway? If such were true, what was the

purpose of His creating man, in the first place? More so, it would seem far better to not

be given the gift of life, than to be born and then neglect Him, perishing to nothingness.

Thankfully, though mankind maybe indifferent to the One True God, ignoring His goodness,

He is never indifferent to us. Such is His unfathomable Grace and love for His children. 

He would provide a divine solution – His Incarnation.

It was time for the prophecy of Isaiah to be fulfilled, for the Lord to be clothed with His

creation, coming forth from the womb of the virgin, the ever-blessed and most glorious

Mary. It was time for the Word of God to become Incarnate, now clothed in the flesh of

Adam and Eve. Time for the newly born Jesus – both the Child and the Emmanuel – to

shine His eternal Light on those sitting in darkness and the fear of death. Let's hear the

words of St. John Chrysostom, as they speak of the beauty of His Nativity through Mary.

“What shall I say? And how shall I describe this Birth to you? For this wonder fills

me with astonishment. The Ancient of Days has become an infant. He Who sits

upon the sublime and heavenly Throne, now lies in a manger. And He Who cannot

be touched, Who is simple, without complexity, and incorporeal, now lies subject

to the hands of men. He Who has broken the bonds of sinners, is now bound by

an infant’s bands. But He has decreed that ignominy shall become honor, infamy

be clothed with glory, and total humiliation the measure of His Goodness.” 

May we remain steadfast in the Peace and Promise of His Incarnation.

Sincerely – Paul

Please remember our prisoner-students in your prayers and Christmas gift-giving.  We are

changing hearts as our students begin to experience and interact with His transformative love.

This Light of hope and promise, is leading our students to repentance, to a turning to the Lord

and seeking His Forgiveness. They desire to put Him first in their life, to imitate His ways of

compassion. They are coming alive to the Lord, seeking to grow and mature in their Creator and

Savior, Jesus, our Christ. This mission works because of you and cannot work without you.
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