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ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN WOMEN OF NORTH AMERICA 
{ A SISTERHOOD SERVING CHRIST THROUGH  SERVING OTHERS z  

Highlighting 

Diocese of Miami and the Southeast  

In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and pre-

serve virginity; and in thy falling-asleep thou hast not for-

saken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the 

Mother of Life. Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver 

our souls from death. 
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Antiochian Womenôs Prayer 

 

In the Name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

O Christ our God, we are all pledged to 

serve Thee with our whole being. 

Help us to continue to work for Thee 

through our Church, without seeking praise, 

without seeking personal gain, 

without judging others, without a feeling that 

we have worked hard enough 

and now must allow ourselves rest. 

Give us strength to do what is right and 

help us to go on striving and to remember 

that activities are not the main thing in life. 

The most important thing is to have 

our hearts directed and attuned to Thee. 

Amen. 

DIAKONIA is a Newsletter of the North American 

Board of the Antiochian Women, an organization of the 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North 

America, and is published quarterly. 

 

PUBLICATION GUIDELINES: 

Deadlines 
¶ Please submit your articles by the first of the month 

prior to the month of publication so we can ensure they 

are all included. 

To submit articles, e-mail as a word attachment to: 

antiochianwomenna@gmail.com 

 

Submission Details 
¶ Please include your name and the phone number where 

you can be contacted for questions. 

 

Content 
¶ All articles must be of interest to or regarding NAB, 

Diocesan or local Antiochian Women. 

¶ All articles may be edited for length and clarity. 

               

 

In each issue  we will highlight one of the Dioceses.  We 

encourage everyone, however, to submit news and 

articles from all Antiochian parishes of North America 

for publication in every issue so we may keep in touch 

with each other. 

                

What is DIAKONIA? 

The word DIAKONIA is a Greek word meaning 

Service, usually pertaining to service in the Church.  

The purpose of the Antiochian Womenôs 

organization is primarily spirituality and 

humanitarian service.  In the words of our Founder, 

Metropolitan PHILIP of blessed memory, it is 

ñTheology in Action.ò  
 

To read the DIAKONIA online, or for general 

information regarding the Antiochian Women, 

please go to the Antiochian Women website at: 

http://www.antiochian.org/women 

To read past issues of DIAKONIA, go to:  

http://www.antiochian.org/AW-DIAKONIA  
 

ά[LY9έ ŀƴŘ Cƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǎ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΥ  
!ƴǝƻŎƘƛŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ 

http://www.antiochian.org/AW-DIAKONIA
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Introducing the Officers for  

Diocese of Miami and the Southeast 

Dawn Evancho, Diocesan President   

I was born and raised as a Protestant in a small town in ñupstateò New York.  

When I married my high school sweetheart, Ron, I converted to Orthodoxy.  

When we moved from Denver, CO to Raleigh, NC almost 19 years ago, our 

family started attending All Saints, and that is when I fell in love with Ortho-

doxy. I learned everything I needed to know by teaching Sunday School, start-

ing with the kindergarteners.  I am happy to report that I have worked my way 

up to the 4th/5th grade class! In addition to teaching, I have served as a Teen 

SOYO Advisor, President, Vice-President, and Secretary of our local  Antio-

chian Womenôs chapter, and Humanitarian Coordinator of this Diocese.  In my secular life, I work as a Family 

Practice Physician Assistant, which I love. Many of our parishioners at All Saints are my patients!  Ron and I 

have been blessed with two beautiful and kind daughters. Sarah will be a senior in college and Lauren attends 

middle school.  This is my first attempt at President of the Diocese, so I am grateful for the help and prayers 

received from all the wonderful women of Miami and the Southeast, especially from my mentors, Kh. Dannie 

Moore and Dorothy Tampary.  

 

Sh. Shell Keim, Vice President/NAB Project 

My name is Shell Keim,  and I am privileged to serve as Vice-President of the An-

tiochian Women of the Diocese of Miami and the Southeast.  I was received into 

the Orthodox Church 18 years ago with my husband, who now serves as a deacon, 

and our three oldest children.  Since that time we have added three more children 

and all eight of us are blessed to worship together at All Saints Orthodox Church in 

Raleigh, NC. 

I am a stay-at-home mom who has just completed 21 years of homeschooling all 

six of our children. I stay busy in the church by helping to coordinate our local   

ladies groupôs efforts and serving as our parishôs Director of Education. We are 

very blessed to have over 100 children in our church school program and many ladies who are active in our St. 

Thekla Ladies group ï so there is a lot to be done! 

I am grateful to be living in a Diocese with so many loving and holy Christian women, who have been amaz-

ing role models for me. My hope is that I will learn to serve and love Christ with my life as they have demon-

strated with their lives.  So, I go on serving, keeping the myrrh-bearing women close to my heart as the tem-

plate of what each of us as Antiochian women are called to do: serve Christôs body.   
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Angela Hays, Secretary 

I am a member of St. Elizabeth Orthodox  Church in Murfreesboro Tennessee 

where we have attended since April 2007. Previously, we attended St. Ignati-

us  Orthodox Church in Franklin, Tennessee for 10 years. We came to St. Ig-

natius from The Dormition Orthodox Church (OCA) in Norfolk, VA where in 

1996 we were Chrismated.  My husband Brent and I chose to become Ortho-

dox after learning about the Church from some friends that we met while my 

husband was attending law school at Regent University in Virginia Beach, 

Virginia.  

I have been married for 24 years. I am originally from Virginia Beach and my husband is from southern Illi-

nois. We met while attending Belmont College (now University) in Nashville, TN.  We have 14-year-old twin 

sons, Andrew & Peter, and a 7-year-old daughter, Teagan Elizabeth.  I own my own business as an Independ-

ent Sales Director with Pampered Chef.  Currently; I have a team of 20 consultants that I train and coach 

while maintaining my own schedule of 4-6 cooking shows a month.  

In the past, I have served as Secretary for both the women of St. Ignatius and the women of St. Elizabeth, 

serving a total of five years between the two parishes. I accepted this position of Secretary for the Diocesan 

organization after being asked by Shell Keim, current Vice-President, and a dear friend from our days back at 

Dormition in the late ó90s. Thank you for allowing me to serve the women of our Diocese as Secretary.  

 

Dorothy Tampary, Treasurer and Immediate Past-President 

It is with thanksgiving to Christ our God, our beloved Bishop ANTOUN, my priest Fa-

ther David Bleam, and the women of our diocese that I serve as Treasurer of the Antio-

chian Women of the Diocese of Miami and the Southeast. The women of our diocese 

consistency support their parishes and priests, NAB and diocesean projects, and their 

communities. They lovingly and willingly serve Christ by serving others. It is a blessing 

and a joy to work with our AWDMS, President Dawn Evancho and the other members 

of our Board, along with the chapter presidents and others throughout our Diocese. Pri-

or to serving as Treasurer, I also served as Vice-President & Project Coordinator and 

President. I humbly thank those who have bestowed their trust in me. 

 

ñComing homeò to the Orthodox Faith in my early twenties was, and continues to be, a great blessing in my 

life. My husband Anthony (Bubba), a cradle Orthodox, introduced me to the fullness of Orthodox Christiani-

ty.   I have embraced it ever since.   Along with our son Tony, daughter-in-law Stacy, and grandchildren Ma-

son and Marina, we joined 24 other families as founding members of St. Andrew Antiochian Orthodox 

Church (2007) in Pensacola, Florida. Bubba and I teach the Middle School Sunday School class and I sing in 

the choir and am active in the Sisterhood of St. Photini AW of St. Andrew. 

 

Originally from Mississippi, I received a B.S. in Biology from Millsaps College in Jackson.  Bubba and I 

have been married for 49 years this summer. We have two married children and four grandchildren. I loved 

my career of 31 years teaching high school biology, anatomy & physiology, marine biology,  and science re-

search.  After my retirement from teaching, I worked with Bubba in his real estate sales.  

In addition to serving the Antiochian Women of our Diocese, I am also the NAB Humanitarian Coordinator. 

 

Board Members (continued) 
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Dorothy Tampary continued 

I am committed to spreading the Gospel to build the Body of Christ, both within the framework of my home 

parish of St. Andrew, our diocese and archdiocese, and beyond.  

Kathryn ñCassieò Tysinger, Public Relations    

I am Kathryn Ann Tysinger ñCassieò I was born in Hendersonville, North Carolina. My 

Father was a Doctor, and in 1955 he moved our family to Dothan, AL, they need a Cardi-

ologist and my father specialized in the heart and lung, so we left the mountains of North 

Carolina, to a town called Dothan which became our home. It is referred to as ñLAò Low-

er Alabama. (We are 10 miles from Ga. And 10 miles from FL.).  In 2008 after years of 

being Presbyterian, and to find out my 9th Great Grandfather was John Knox, I left the 

Presbyterian Church, and God in his wonderful ways sent me to St Michael Orthodox 

Church in Dothan, Alabama! I knew I was where God wanted me to be and I really felt 

his presence. My Priest is Fr Andrew Moore.  He and his wonderful wife Kh. Dannie, 

have taught me so much about the Orthodox Church.  In 2009 I was received in the church by Holy Chrisma-

tion.  Fr. Andrew and Kh Dannie drive down from Atlanta to give us a service once a month.  We are truly 

blessed to have Fr. Andrew and Kh. Dannie and their willingness to make this trip.  We really need a full time 

priest and I know God has a plan we have been patiently doing this for 26+ years!  I am past President of the 

Antiochian Women for St. Michael Orthodox Church and Co-Treasurer.  I feel I am truly Blessed!  

Carol Larson, Membership       

I was elated when I became the Membership Coordinator for the Diocese of Miami and 

Southeast.  I am a cradle Orthodox originally from New Kensington, PA.  I have one son and 

he resides in N. Canton, Ohio with his wife and four children and a daughter that resides in 

the outskirts of Pittsburgh, PA with her husband and two children. 

I am retired, enjoy the beach and doing for my church by being President of our chapter now 

for four years. 

My main goal is to meet all of the chapter presidents and help them to build their chapterôs 

membership. 

 

Myrna L Martin, Religious Coordinator 

I was born in Guatemala.  I came to the United States as a nanny and maid when I was 

seventeen years old. My journey to Orthodoxy began in 1982 through Fr. Gordon Walk-

er who also introduced me to my husband.  

I have been married for 38 years to Edward Martin who is a Deacon at St. Ignatius Ortho-

dox Church in Franklin, TN.  We have three adult children, two of whom are married. Iôm 

blessed to be able to work at church, and I enjoy the opportunity to serve in any way. I 

enjoy meeting people and speaking about the faith.  I also teach Spanish at a small private 

school and help the Pre-K boys and girls learn to love a new language. I serve now as 

the Religious Coordinator. I have learned that attending and participating in services are such strength to my 

soul; I never thought I needed to be strengthened by the word of God in such a way. Thanks be to God also for 

my priest Fr. Stephen Rogers who has always encouraged me; his guidance and prayers are of great help to all 

in our church.    May God Almighty give us strength to serve Him well.  
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 Sue Ann Young, Humanitarian 

 

Greetings from Pensacola, Florida! 
 

I am Sue Ann Young, the Humanitarian Coordinator for our Diocese.  My Ortho-

dox journey began with my best friend.  After our marriage at my non-

denominational Navy chapel in 1974, we began attending his childhood Greek Or-

thodox Church.  I was completely entranced with the sights and sounds.  After at-

tending for about a year, I volunteered to teach Sunday School, as I thought it 

would be a natural fit for someone working on their education degree, and I would 

learn more about Orthodoxy in the process. After reading several books, I in-

formed my husband that he was not allowed to participate in the sacraments of the church because his mar-

riage had not been blessed.  We soon took care of that.  After a few more months, the local priest asked if I 

was interested in joining the church.  My response was, ñOh, you can do that?ò  After some more months of 

reading and studying, I was sponsored by my wonderful Godmother Aspasia Bokas, and was Chrismated in  

July of 1976.  

Since then, I have had a most rewarding 35-year career teaching middle school students with special 

needs.  As our family grew to include three beautiful daughters, we all worked together to serve the church as 

a family through Philoptochos, Sunday School, Choir, GOYA, and of course a Greek Festival each year. As 

our daughters completed college and moved on to start their own careers and families, Greg and I shared feel-

ings with other members of our church that Orthodoxy needed to expand in Pensacola.  In February of 2008 

Bishop ANTOUN blessed our Orthodox journey, and we attended the first service of St. Andrew the Apostle 

Antiochian Orthodox Church.   

I continue to serve the Orthodox Church at St. Andrew through our local Antiochian Women group, 

The Sisters of St. Photini. With the encouragement of other faithful women, I applied to serve our diocese as 

the Humanitarian Coordinator and have been in this position since March.  I am thankful to all the Orthodox 

women who have nurtured and educated me in the Faith.  Your example of faithful prayer and tireless efforts 

inspire me to continue my service to the church.  Finally, I am thankful for our family. Greg and I are blessed 

to have our daughters and their families near us. We are thankful for the Christian men they have married and 

who have chosen conversion to Orthodoxy. We look forward to the baptism of our fifth grandchild later this 

year. 

NAB Humanitarian Effortð

IOCC Health Kits 

These 40 Kits were assembled by St. 

Michaelôs, Dothan, Alabama.  Parish-

es across all Dioceses assembled 

health, baby and back to school kits 

for IOCC.  Many parishes reported 

this effort as a unifying activity for the 

Ladies and the youth of their parish to 

work together assembling these kits.  

Teaching through example the bless-

ing of doing good works.   


