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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy:

TOBIT: PROPHET OF THE LORD

Recently I had the delight of discovering some uplifting notes of beloved former dean of

this Academy, Fr. Jack Sparks of blessed memory, about Tobit of the Old Testament.

He reminds us of why the Book of Tobit is so loved by Orthodoxy. Sadly the Roman

Catholic Church labeled it deuterocanonical (or “second canon”), while many Protestants

labeled it “apocryphal” – implying it didn’t even belong in the Bible.  What a loss!

TOBIT AS A BOOK OF WISDOM

The Book of Tobit is an historical book as it references the deportation to Nineveh in 721

B.C.  Yet more, it is a valuable book of wisdom, inspired by the pre-incarnate Word of

God. Within its pages, we find many passages speaking to the wisdom of living a life of

moral conduct with an enlightened spirit (Tobit 4:3-19, 21; 12:6-10; 14:7, 9).

Its words reflect upon a godly faithfulness lived through caring for others, to the role of

angels as messengers of the Lord, and the salvation of all. As well, it speaks to the role of

prayer and our rejoicing in the Lord; of showing honor properly due parents and the

sanctity of marriage. Equally valued is the pious regard due the departed and the blessings

received through prayer, fasting, and the gift of sacrificial love. 

It is a source of guidance in the works of hope and almsgiving. Chapter 4:7-11 is

particularly persuasive as it encourages a cheerful giving that shares the same spirit of

Jesus’s words in St. Matthew, regarding the dividing of the sheep from the goats in

judgment – Chapter 25:34 - 46. The Venerable Bede reminds us of this teaching from

Tobit: “Almsgiving is the truest definition of loving thy neighbor with an abiding love. For

it simply means to give of oneself, above and beyond what is due.” 

Conclusion 

So get out your Orthodox Study Bible and re-read this book! Indeed, the Book of Tobit

– “my good is of God” – is filled with inspired words. Words of glory for God’s

unceasing care for His creation and His people. For healing those suffering in patience

while rewarding those seeking His wisdom. Above all, it points us to the promised joy

of the Word of God, through the fulness of His Incarnation.

In the Peace of His Promises,

Director - SAAOT
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