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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy:

OSB: THE ORTHODOX STUDY BIBLE 

THE REMARKABLE BENEFITS OF HEARING AND READING THE SCRIPTURES

How time flies!  It's been five years since The Orthodox Study Bible was first published, and unless new to

these newsletters from the Academy, you are no doubt aware it was under the auspices of this Academy that

the OSB Bible was prepared.  It took a mammoth amount of work, thousands of dedicated hours, and over five

years to complete the final translations. It includes the added benefit of very helpful study notes for Orthodox

Christians.  Three of the main contributors to the project, Fr. Jack Sparks, Fr. Richard Ballew, and Fr. Peter

Gillquist have gone on to be with the Lord.  May their memory be eternal! 

Was all the effort worth it?  Absolutely!  So many have been touched by it. Many have been encouraged in

their faith in God by reading this Bible while many others are coming to faith through the OSB.

So Why Read and Study The Holy Scriptures?

How can one effectively describe the numerous benefits from reading and studying the Scriptures? I considered

trying my hand at describing at least some of these many benefits. Yet it soon became apparent there was

someone far more insightful, even joyful, on this subject – our Father among the Saints, John Chrysostom,

Archbishop of Constantinople.  Yes, the very one whose Divine Liturgy we celebrate so many times a year.

In the introduction to his Commentary on the Gospel of St. Matthew, St. John writes: 

“[Scripture] is food for the soul, its very ornament and security. And when one does not hear it,

it is famine and wasting; for "I will give to them," says He, "not a famine of bread, nor a thirst of water,

but a famine of hearing the word of the Lord." (Amos 8:11) . . . 

“Truly, a word from the divine Scriptures, spoken for the ear to hear, does more to soften the

hardened soul than even fire, while rendering it suitable for all good things.

“ . . . But what is the profit," one may say, "when a person hears, but does not do what is said?"

“No little will the profit be, even from just hearing. For the one hearing will go on to condemn

himself, and groan inwardly. In time, he will also come to do the things being spoken. But he that does

not even know he has sinned, when will he cease from his negligence?  When will he condemn himself?

“Therefore let's not despise the hearing of the Holy Scriptures.  For such is of Satan's devising –

not allowing us to see the treasure, lest we should gain from its riches. Therefore he [Satan] says that

ones hearing the divine laws is of nothing, lest from the hearing, he should see us attain to the doing.

“Knowing then that this is the evil art of Satan, let us fortify ourselves against him on all sides. And

being clothed with this armor [the hearing of Scripture], we ourselves may not only remain

unconquered but also smite him on the head. Thus, being crowned with the glorious wreaths of victory,

we may attain unto the promise of good things to come. And this, by the grace and love towards man,

of our Lord Jesus our Christ, to whom be glory and might for ever and ever.  Amen."

In the Promise of His Baptism,

President - SAAOT
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