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Editorial

A Call to Reject All Hateful Speech
and Actions Against
Our Muslim Friends and Neighbors
AS ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS, WE TAKE TO HEART THE COMMANDMENTS OF OUR LORD
AND GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, ESPECIALLY THE COMMANDMENT THAT HE HAS
TOLD US IS THE GREATEST, THAT IS, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF”
(MATTHEW 22:39).
As Orthodox Christians, we take to heart the
commandments of our
Lord and God and Savior
Jesus Christ, especially the
commandment that He
has told us is the greatest, that is “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself ” (Matthew 22:39).
We have watched with
dismay as several public
figures have played on
the fear which they assume has swept over this
country. Specifically, a
recent news release from
the Trump campaign has
called for “a total and
complete shutdown of
all Muslims entering the
United States.” We reject
in the strongest possible
terms both this specific
call, and all speech and
actions which would encourage hate and persecution against any group
of people. We call on all
leaders, in the political
arena and in the faith
community, also to reject
this call, and to remember
that such an action would
The Word 3

Editorial

The Most Reverend
Metropolitan JOSEPH
The Right Reverend
Bishop ANTOUN
The Right Reverend
Bishop BASIL
The Right Reverend
Bishop THOMAS
The Right Reverend
Bishop ALEXANDER
The Right Reverend
Bishop JOHN
The Right Reverend
Bishop ANTHONY
The Right Reverend
Bishop NICHOLAS
Founded in Arabic as
Al Kalimat in 1905
by Saint Raphael (Hawaweeny)
Founded in English as
The WORD in 1957
by Metropolitan ANTONY (Bashir)
Editor in Chief

The Rt. Rev. Bishop JOHN, D.Min.

Assistant Editor

Christopher Humphrey, Ph.D.

Editorial Board

The Very Rev. Joseph J. Allen, Th.D.
Anthony Bashir, Ph.D.
The Very Rev. Antony Gabriel, Th.M.
Ronald Nicola
Najib E. Saliba, Ph.D.

bring dishonor to all of the brave men and women of all backgrounds who have given their
lives to uphold the core values of freedom and dignity which we enjoy.
We have seen an alarming rise in recent days in the number of hateful and violent actions which have been perpetrated against Muslims, or those who are presumed to be Muslims. There is no doubt that such hateful rhetoric encourages those who may be inclined
to violence to act out this violence. We condemn in the strongest possible terms any act of
violence against any human being, and we are reminded that all human beings bear the image of God, and are to be respected as children of God. We also unconditionally condemn
all acts of terror, such as the recent one in San Bernardino, California which brought pain
to so many people.
The Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America proclaims that all
people must be treated with the respect and the dignity that is due to human beings. To
single out people of an entire religion because of the senseless and horrific actions of terrorists actually assists the terrorists by reinforcing the divisions and fear which they wish to
spread. We urge the civil authorities of the United States to use every effort to root out any
threat of terror by legal and noble means.
As we journey through this Advent Season and prepare ourselves for the Lord to be born
in a lowly cave in order to save us, we send up our prayers for all of the people who are suffering daily around the world, especially in the Middle East. We stand in solidarity with our
friends and neighbors, and we will be of assistance to them in any way that we can. We ask
our gracious and loving Lord to bring an
abiding and lasting
peace to the world,
a peace that can only
come from Him.

Donna Griffin Albert
Member
The Associated Church Press
Ancient Faith Publishing
Ecumenical News International
Orthodox Press Service
Editorial Office:
The WORD
2 Lydia’s Path
Westborough, MA 01581-1841
e-mail: WORDMAG@AOL.COM
Subscription Office:
358 Mountain Road
PO Box 5238
Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
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KEEPING CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS
A Few Thoughts on the International Refugee Crisis

Thom Crowe

I

t’s that time a year when Christmas trees and decorations adorn shop windows, Christmas songs are
playing, and people everywhere are beginning the
hustle and bustle of preparing for the holiday season. At the same time, I see signs around that say,
“Keep Christ in Christmas.” While I don’t disagree
with this sentiment, I find these words to be especially
hollow this year, and feel a little like Charlie Brown.
Watching the news, I saw a list of states that have made
an effort to ban refugees from the Middle East. You
know what caught my eye about many of these states?

They are the ones that have elected officials who identify themselves as Christians. For those of you who don’t
know, I’m in Tulsa, Oklahoma, the buckle of the Bible
belt. Our governor professes to be a Christian, as do a
majority of voters in our state, yet we are trying to refuse
refugees fleeing from a land torn by violence at the hands
of terrorists.
When the angels greeted the shepherds in the fields,
they proclaimed a message that Christians sing every
Christmas, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.” Are we living that good
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will in our lives, especially offering good will to some of the
most vulnerable people, when we are turning a blind eye to
our brothers and sisters in their suffering and time of need?
Lest we forget, Christ our Lord was a refugee. The Apostle
and Evangelist Matthew tells us that after Christ was born,
his mother and Joseph had to flee from Israel and make a
new home in a strange land because the tyrant Herod was
slaughtering innocents throughout Israel. Even after they
were told they could return to Israel, they weren’t able to go
home, but instead made a new home in Nazareth (Matthew
2:13–23). As Christians, we are known by our love for one
another, and closing ourselves off from those in need is not
a sign of love (John 13:35).
Many of these refugees are fleeing from Syria right
now and several of those are our brothers and sisters in
Christ. Syria was a cradle of Christian civilization in the
Early Church. St. Paul had his conversion on the road to
Damascus, which is in present day Syria. Christians were
first called Christians in Antioch, which sits on the border
with Syria. This is where St. Paul and St. Barnabas began
their missionary journey. Christians in Maaloula still speak
Aramaic, the language of Christ. Believers have lived in this
region since the time of Christ. As I read about the sister
diocese to my diocese, in Bosra-Hauran in Syria, my heart
breaks. The Christian population has been decimated in
Syria as they flee violence, abductions and enslavement at
the hands of terrorist groups from within their own country.
We are talking up to two million Christians who are suffering right now. Those are just the Christians, and that does
not include the others caught in the middle of this conflict.
As we remember what happened last week, the violent
attacks by an Islamic terrorist group in Paris, it seems that
our media has overlooked the violence in Beirut. For some
insight into those events, I would encourage everyone to
read a post on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/elio.
nicolas1/posts/1115113775167118?fref=nf&pnref=story
The reaction we’re seeing within our own country and
that I’m reading from Christians is not one in keeping with
the teachings of Christ. Let’s remember what Christ told the
righteous in Matthew 35:40:
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was
sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came
to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying,

“GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON
6 January 2016

EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN.”
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Keeping Christ in Christmas
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome
you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or
in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I
say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers,
you did it to me.’
Instead of watching the news and reading articles about which
companies aren’t saying, “Merry Christmas,” or building a defense
against the “War on Christmas,” let us watch our hearts and look at
how we’re treating others who are in need, our brothers and sisters who
are enduring something so unimaginably horrific.
Let us also remember the words that grace the Statue of Liberty:
“Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to be free.”
These are the people we are saying aren’t welcome here. If we are going to turn our heads and ignore the huddled masses yearning for
freedom, we might as well take down Lady Liberty, since she holds her
lamp as a beacon. Even if we take Christianity out of the discussion,
acting as a refuge is a part of our country’s history, the reason that the
founders of our country came to our shores.
As we all make our preparations for Christmas, filling out cards,
buying gifts, visiting friends and families, let us not forget what the
Lord has called us to do. Let us not close our borders to those in need.
Let us be vigilant and watchful for the will of the Lord, so that when
Christ returns, he will find us ready, like the wise virgins with their oil,
and the doors to the feast will not be closed to us.
I’m going to leave off with this beautiful prayer that I will be adding to my prayer rule during this Advent/Nativity season:
Lord Jesus Christ, our God, You said to Your disciples, “Peace
I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world gives
do I give to you.” We come before You in humility and ask that
Your peace which surpasses all understanding will descend upon
all people around the world, especially those currently in conflict
and at war. Increase understanding and forgiveness between nations. Awaken the longing for a peaceful life in all those who are
filled with hatred for their neighbor. Extinguish every dispute and
banish all temptations to disagreement. Grant wisdom to civil
authorities. Free those held captive, protect those in danger, and
comfort those who are suffering and displaced. Implant in all
of us reverence for You, and confirm us in love for one another.
Make us worthy to celebrate the feast of Your holy nativity and
to join with the angels in chanting: “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, goodwill towards men.” For You are the King
of Peace and the Savior of our souls and to You we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your most-holy, gracious and
life-giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.
Sub-deacon Thom Crowe,
St. Anthony’s Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma
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Keeping the Faith in Taybeh
A N

I N T E R V I E W

W I T H

M A R I A

K H O U R Y

Maria C. Khoury and Carole Monica Burnett

A GREEK-AMERICAN WHO HAS LIVED IN PALESTINE SINCE 1995, MARIA C. KHOURY,
ED.D., IS THE DRIVING FORCE BEHIND CHARITABLE AND MUNICIPAL PROJECTS IN
HER TOWN, TAYBEH. SHE IS ALSO THE AUTHOR OF ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHILDREN’S
BOOKS, INCLUDING THE WELL-KNOWN CHRISTINA GOES TO THE HOLY LAND, IN WHICH
“CHRISTINA” WALKS IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF CHRIST. AFTER GRADUATING FROM HELLENIC COLLEGE AND THEN EARNING HER DOCTORATE IN MASSACHUSETTS, MARIA
MARRIED A FELLOW HELLENIC COLLEGE GRADUATE, DAVID KHOURY, AND TOGETHER
THEY SETTLED IN HIS HOMETOWN IN THE WEST BANK, RIDING THE WAVE OF OPTIMISM
FOLLOWING THE OSLO PEACE ACCORDS OF 1993, WHICH SEEMED TO PROMISE THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A PALESTINIAN STATE IN 22 PERCENT OF HISTORIC PALESTINE.

Above: Taybeh Brewing
Company

Center: Dr. Maria C.
Khoury with sons of
Michael Kapsilis and
Andrea Liacouras-Kapsilis
St. George Greek
Orthodox Church,
Bethesda, MD.

Bottom: Palm Sunday
in Taybeh
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David and his brother Nadim
opened the Taybeh Brewing Company (taybehbeer.com), the first
microbrewery in the Middle East,
in 1994 – an admirably successful
enterprise that has provided a significant boost for the Palestinian
economy. Maria has written not
only children’s books, but also a
book for adults, Witness in the Holy
Land (2003), and uses the proceeds
from her writings to support her
ministry, especially the Taybeh Education Fund, established in 2006.
Taybeh’s population of less than
two thousand people is entirely
Christian. The town, located 21
miles north of Jerusalem, has a
history dating back to biblical times.
Now that the Khoury family has
opened the new Taybeh Golden Hotel – with the Taybeh Winery next to
the lobby (taybehwinery.com), and
their brewery within a five-minute
walk – it is convenient for travelers
to visit this ancient seat of Christianity, which once hosted Jesus Himself, as Maria explains (below).

Carole Monica Burnett, Ph.D.,
conducted this interview with
Maria in November 2015, partly
in person and partly by e-mail.
Monica, a member of Holy Cross
Orthodox Church in Linthicum,
Maryland, is employed as the editor of the Fathers of the Church series, an expanding set of translated
patristic texts published by the
Catholic University of America
Press in Washington, D.C. She
also serves on the Board of Trustees of Friends of Sabeel, North
America, an affiliate of Sabeel in
Jerusalem; both of these Christian
organizations strive to educate the
public about the need to bring
peace with justice to Palestine and
Israel through non-violent means.

Although pilgrims and
tourists can travel easily
between Taybeh and
Jerusalem, I am sad to say
that the Holy City is often
inaccessible to Palestinian
Christians because the
Israeli authorities require
a special permit, which is
obtainable only through a
frustrating process.

Maria, how many churches are
in Taybeh? In particular, tell us
about the Orthodox parish.
Our small town has a solidly
Christian identity and an abundance of churches in one of the
most ancient sites in Palestine.
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time, raised the money for our church building from
Taybeh people abroad.
Are you able to go to Jerusalem for Holy Week or
to Bethlehem for Nativity services? How thrilling it
must be to celebrate these most sacred times in the
Holy Land!

The visit of Jesus is mentioned in John 11:54, where our
biblical name, Ephraim, is used. The town is mentioned
more than eight times in the Old Testament by its Aramaic name, Efram, and Hebrew name, Ofra (Joshua,
Judges, 1 Kingdoms). In the 12th century the Muslim
conqueror Saladin called the local Christians “Taybeen,”
which means “pleasant,” good, and “delicious” (referring to food),” because the peaceful, non-violent residents had extended hospitality to Saladin’s soldiers. Ever
since that time, Ephraim has been called by its modern
name, “Taybeh.” In this new millennium, we are the
most famous location with the name Taybeh since there
are five places named “Taybeh” in the Middle East, including one “Taybeh” inside Israel. We are ten minutes
from the Mount of Temptation in Jericho on one of
the highest points in Palestine, more than 900 meters
above sea level. It is a glorious sight, looking down at the
Judean hills and valleys. At night we can see the lights
of Jerusalem, the lights on the other side of the Dead
Sea, and the lights of Amman, Jordan. It’s a breathtaking
view, and you feel an inner peace although your basic
human rights are violated daily because of the Israeli
12 January 2016

military occupation (since 1967).
Today we have three parishes to which Taybeh families belong: the Greek Orthodox, the Melkite (“Greek
Catholic”), and the Roman Catholic (or “Latin”). In addition, Father Constantine Nasr, a pioneer in American
Orthodoxy in terms of Missions and Evangelism, originally from Taybeh, has refurbished a chapel in the Nasr
Priestly Home, which was founded in 1568. A French
monk, Fr. Jacko, has built camping facilities with a chapel on the hilltop in front of the brewery. The treasure of
our location, however, is the archeological site, the ruins
of the fourth-century Byzantine Church of St. George,
where everyone can pray and light candles. This church
was built the same time as St. Helen asked for the Holy
Nativity Church to be built in Bethlehem because of her
great passion to document the footsteps of Christ.
Our first cousin, Fr. Daoud P. Khoury, is the priest
of our Orthodox parish, St. George’s. This church was
also built in the Byzantine era, but twice fell into ruins through age and decay. The current structure, which
contains icons written by Russian nuns, was built in
1931. My husband’s grandfather, the parish priest at that

Although pilgrims and tourists can travel easily between
Taybeh and Jerusalem, I am sad to say that the Holy
City is often inaccessible to Palestinian Christians because the Israeli authorities require a special permit,
which is obtainable only through a frustrating process.
I can’t discern any pattern in their decisions to grant
these permits. For example, the nuns in Ramallah might
get a permit to enter Jerusalem for Palm Sunday at the
same time as the Taybeh nuns are refused. Why? Also,
Israel typically grants 450 to 500 permits for Christians
from Gaza during Pascha, but, since there are fewer than
1,500 Christians in all of Gaza, why not simply allow all
of them to celebrate Our Lord’s Resurrection in Jerusalem? Some might be elderly and could not make it, but
all should have the right to worship freely in a country
that others refer to as “the only democracy in the Middle
East.” There seems to be no logic in these decisions. The
permit system is a way to humiliate and degrade people.
I have enough personal permit stories to write a book.
Also, it is not easy to get to Bethlehem. Normally,
the drive from Taybeh to Bethlehem would take 45 minutes, but there is a major Israeli checkpoint that clogs
up the traffic because Palestinians are not allowed to go
through Jerusalem, which is a faster ride to the birthplace of our Lord. Palestinians can spend hours at this
checkpoint, and then sometimes be denied transit and
sent back home. And, by the way, when we drive from
Taybeh to Bethlehem, we are actually going from Palestine to Palestine, nowhere near any threat to “the security of Israel,” although in the mass media you always
hear that the checkpoints are for “the security of Israel.”
Bethlehem is closed in with a huge wall, very much a
physical prison with twenty-two settlements all around
the hilltops.
I should mention, however, that Holy Week in Taybeh is glorious. On Palm Sunday all the faithful with
church leaders, including the altar boys and Scouts,
march together through the streets, ending up at the
“Al Khader,” the Byzantine church ruins of St. George,
for ecumenical prayer. On Holy Saturday, members of
all our churches wait at the town’s entrance to receive
the Miracle of the Holy Fire from the Holy Life-Giving
Tomb of Christ, the miraculous flame that travels with

Scouts from the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. We receive it with joy and ceremoniously carry it with the altar
boys and Scouts to the altar of St. George’s Church in
preparation for the midnight Holy Pascha Liturgy.
My husband’s cousin Ibrahim has been helping
transport the Holy Fire to Taybeh since his childhood
and is now passing that sacred tradition to his son Philip!
We used to receive it directly from Jerusalem. Since Israeli restrictions, such as permit requirements, have
been imposed, however, the Scouts bring the flame to
Ramallah as soon as it is received by the Greek Orthodox Patriarch, and all of the surrounding villages, including Taybeh, send a representative to transport it to
their church. The Miracle of the Holy Fire is the most
magnificent event celebrated in the Holy Land. It is the
best kept secret of the Holy Land. It is very common for
Muslim leaders like the Palestinian Prime Minister and
Ramallah’s female governor to march in the procession
in solidarity with the Christian community. This is a reflection of the normal Christian-Muslim relations in our
area, which, unfortunately, have been affected since the
“war on terror.” Other examples of good relationships
are Muslim people chanting the Lord’s Prayer during
their special services when they read from the Koran, for
example during a funeral.
What are some of the other challenges that the people
of Taybeh are facing?

We have gotten
to the point of
feeling, “Give
me freedom or
give me death.”
In response, the
Israeli army now
has a policy of
shooting to kill.

Our major challenges are caused by the Israeli occupation of Palestine. One of the hardships is that there is no
freedom of movement in our homeland. I mentioned
earlier the difficulty of going to the holy sites to worship and pray. It is very sad to have Palestinian Christian
people living ten minutes from the Holy Sepulchre, the
most sacred site in Christendom, but unable to go freely
to light a candle. The fact is that Israel controls all of
the roads and the borders. They allow most international
visitors and Israelis to move around freely, but Palestinians suffer under an apartheid system. The reason why
the unemployment rate in Taybeh is 50 percent is that
our people cannot get permits to work in Jerusalem as
they used to do before the second uprising, which began
on September 28, 2000. Currently we seem to be experiencing another uprising because people cannot tolerate occupation any longer. We have gotten to the point
of feeling, “Give me freedom or give me death.” In response, the Israeli army now has a policy of shooting to
kill. Since October 1, 2015, more than 100 Palestinians
have been killed and thousands injured on their way to
school or work. During the War on Gaza in 2014 more

The Word 13

Keeping the Faith in Taybeh

In Taybeh we
have running
water on only
two days of every
week, whereas
the three Israeli
settlements that
surround us enjoy
water seven days
a week, twentyfour hours a day.
Since there is a
water shortage,
it is normal for
Palestinian
villages to be last
in priority to
receive water.

than 2,000 people were killed, including 495 children.
My mother-in-law’s first cousin, Jalileh, was killed in her
own home by an Israeli air strike while her son, Jeries,
barely survived with burns over 90 percent of his body
and the loss of both legs. In the eyes of Israel, we are
all “terrorists,” young, old, female, male, Muslim, Christian. Israel is above all laws.
Israel also controls our natural resources, particularly
land and water. In Taybeh we have running water on
only two days of every week, whereas the three Israeli
settlements that surround us enjoy water seven days a
week, twenty-four hours a day. Since there is a water
shortage, it is normal for Palestinian villages to be last
in priority to receive water. The settlements, which are
illegal under international law, are growing and closing
in on us, forcing us to cope with losses of both water and
land. The settlement of Rimonim and the new outpost
in front of my kitchen window are built on confiscated
Taybeh land. This year alone, 14 dunams in Taybeh were
confiscated by the Israeli government for so-called “security reasons”; ten out of these fourteen dunams belong to
the Khoury family. (A dunam is approximately a quarter
of an acre.) In addition, the settlers burned 20 dunams
of a wheat field last June belonging to the Hanna family
in a mass flare-up of hate crimes throughout the Holy
Land. (That is like destroying almost five football fields
of land.) What is very sad about hate crimes is that settlers are hardly ever punished. A Palestinian family near
Nablus was burned to death by settlers who were never
punished. Our newest saint from Palestine, St. Philoumenos, was martyred at the hands of fanatic Israeli settlers at Jacob’s Well. The current abbot, Fr. Justin, has
survived over eight attacks.
A major result of these challenges is that our Christian population is migrating to other countries of the
world in order to find economic opportunities, freedom
of movement, and a future for their children. The Christian population of the Holy Land has now dwindled to
less than 1.5 percent, and Taybeh is feeling the effects of
this ongoing emigration.
Where do you ﬁnd hope for the future of the Christian
community?
There are three sources of hope for me: the prayers of
many people, international visitors, and contributors to
our Orthodox projects.
When people from around the world come to visit
us, they see with their own eyes the burdens under which
their fellow Christians in the Holy Land are struggling,
and they gain a better understanding of the situation.
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Also, through their tourism they are nourishing our economy. Of course, in order to attract visitors to Taybeh, we
need peace and stability – and this is something to pray
for. The eighty rooms at the Taybeh Golden Hotel can
be filled if church groups across America will consider
pilgrimages for solidarity and include Taybeh on their list
of noteworthy places to visit (taybehgoldenhotel.com).
There are also generous donors who have contributed to our housing project since 2000 and our education fund since 2006. We have been able to provide
affordable homes for 24 families, and we are hoping to
build the last duplex home with the latest funds sent to
the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Boston, who have
helped us maintain an American address and collection
point all these years. Since each new home is actually the
shell of a house, the families install their own flooring
and interior walls. These are duplex homes, side by side,
and they are constructed in such a way that the families can build a second floor to house their grown children. This option allows the Taybeh Orthodox Housing
Project to have long-term sustainability. I am extremely
grateful to people who support our Christian witness in
the Holy Land.
The Taybeh Education Fund, set up as an endowment, helps pay the registration fees for 15 students at
the Greek Orthodox School in Taybeh. Another major component of the Education Fund is the assistance
provided for college education with an annual $1,000
scholarship to study locally. Palestinians are keenly aware
that education is a necessity for a better future, and we
are hoping to increase the funds available to help, especially our college students.
The situation is challenging at the moment, though,
because the interest rates have sunk so low, forcing us
to dig into our principal. I have given presentations at
more than 140 churches with my “Christina” books,
which have led to establishing a relationship with our
sister church, St. George Greek Orthodox Church in
Bethesda, Maryland. It is a great comfort not to be “the
forgotten faithful” because our sister church expresses
love for the global neighbor. We have also been blessed
with six annual donors who each sponsor a child, thus
helping us maintain the endowment fund.
This leads me to the primary source of hope: prayer.
Miracles can happen if we pray, and there can be no
doubt that God is listening. I truly believe that the only
way to have a free Palestine is by a miracle. Please put us
on your prayer list. I personally pray for an end to the
bloodshed and hostility, for healing and reconciliation,
and for a peace with justice. I continue to hope that my

classmates who are bishops will pray for the Holy Land
and become a loud voice to end the occupation.
What can Orthodox Christians in the U.S. do to
help you?
In addition to the three primary things that I have just
discussed – praying, visiting, and supporting Orthodox
projects – Americans can read their newspapers and listen to newscasts critically, questioning what they see and
hear. The mainstream media in the U.S. communicate
hardly any information at all about Palestinian deaths at
the hands of the army, home demolitions, land confiscation, or settler attacks. So it is important to look at alternative news sources like Al Jazeera and Washington Report on Middle East Affairs. Also, please speak out against
the occupation of Palestine, especially in regard to the
amount of taxpayer funds that are subsidizing it. The
organization called “If Americans Knew” reports over 10
million dollars per day taken from hard-earned American taxpayers’ money and given to Israel. The Christians
of Palestine need Americans to stand up for them. They
specifically asked for a loud voice from churches around
the world in the Kairos Palestine document, signed by
all the heads of churches six years ago
in Bethlehem, stating that occupation
is a sin.
Maria, I visited Taybeh in 2009 and
2014 and will never forget those
uplifting experiences. My personal
highlights were the fourth-century
church ruins with its mosaics (where
I prayed the Trisagion Prayer in unity
with all Orthodox Christians throughout the centuries) and the ancient
Palestinian home that has been preserved and is open to visitors, as well
as the more light-hearted sites such
as the Khoury family brewery and
the little craft factory where “peace
lamps” are made. I am eager to return to Taybeh so that I can see the
new winery and hotel and meet more
people!
Yes, it is so important for people to
know that, in spite of the challenges
that Palestinians have to struggle with,
a visit to Palestine, especially a visit to
Taybeh, is certainly not a grim experience. Quite the opposite! Many visi-

tors have experienced a beautiful, inspiring pilgrimage
or a fascinating tourist exploration, or both. People have
actually come to Taybeh just for a beer tour and discovered we are the only Christian village left, the last Christian stronghold in Palestine. I think that shows that God
has humor! Some people have experienced Taybeh as the
highlight of Palestine! (saintgeorgetaybeh.org)
I want to personally encourage students to join the
Real Break OCF Jerusalem trip, March 4–12, 2016. It
was the greatest blessing that they were the very first
group to stay at the Taybeh Golden Hotel this last
March. My daughter Elena, also a Hellenic College
graduate and a lawyer by profession, is overseeing the
hotel and served as a tour guide when Fr. Nick Jonas
from Chicago led the small group. Find out about the
Orthodox Campus Fellowship (OCF) trip to Taybeh:
http://www.ocf.net/jerusalem/. We are always delighted
to receive guests and eager to extend our warm “Taybeh”
hospitality. Please come to see and pray in our ancient
churches, to taste our food, and to encounter kindred
spirits among us. Our witness for Christ is a light shining in the heart of Palestine.

Terror, Violence, Fear,
and Our Christian Response
ERROR. FEAR. SORROW. ANGER. HATRED. THESE ARE ONLY A FEW OF THE EMOTIONS THAT
CAN PASS THROUGH OUR MINDS WHEN WE ENCOUNTER A VIOLENT AND TRAGIC EVENT
LIKE THOSE THAT HAVE TAKEN PLACE RECENTLY. WHETHER IT IS THE HORROR IN SAN
BERNARDINO THIS PAST WEEK, OR THE ATTACKS IN PARIS AND BERUIT, AS WELL AS THE
BLOWN-UP RUSSIAN PLANE A FEW WEEKS AGO, OR SOME OF THE OTHER MASS SHOOTINGS
OR TERRORIST ACTS THAT HAVE OCCURRED IN RECENT YEARS, OUR WORLD AS WE KNOW
IT IS DRASTICALLY CHANGING.
Of course, violence and danger and
death have always been around. In
far too many places in the world,
this danger is a constant threat and
even a daily occurrence. Yet now it
seems to have come much closer to
home!
Especially since 9/11, the danger of terrorism and extreme violent
radicalism is our new American reality. If we add to such terrorism the
homegrown crazy behavior of broken people in a society that grows in
moral ambivalence, a society which
bombards us daily with extreme
violence on television and in video
games, and then allows us easy access to all kinds of guns, the danger
around us seems to increase exponentially.
So what is our reaction to this changing new reality?
Well, for some, our first and biggest reaction is fear: fear
of what we see on television; fear of the unknown; fear
of what could happen; fear of an unseen enemy; fear that
grows into a suspicion of any stranger; fear of those who
seem different than ourselves, whether in religion, color,
ethnicity, or otherwise. There is the fear of the possibility
of violence, and the fear of death itself. There are so many
things that can frighten us. If we let our own imaginations
go, this fear only grows, and it even changes us. It distorts
our original beauty, and the way we see others.
What often follows fear is anger, even an irrational
and dangerous anger and hatred, anger and hatred towards others, especially towards anyone who may possibly threaten us. Such anger can even be turned on anyone
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who simply appears like the enemy,
and it is so easy to add more and
more people to this frightening
list. We then create evil caricatures
out of countless people. We don’t
try to engage with strangers or to
get to know them as fellow human
beings. Instead, we are prey to the
much easier temptation to create
tall walls, whether imaginary or
real, all around ourselves. We push
out anything or anyone that seems
a danger to us. We become an isolated island, not interacting with
the world, but simply rejecting and
despising the other.
Such fear can lead to anger,
which can lead to hatred, which can
lead to more violence. It’s a vicious cycle, and a cycle that
we should stack up against the teachings of our Christian
faith, and especially against the example of our Lord Jesus
Christ and his saints. Our Lord lived during very violent
and dangerous times. The prospect of evil was pervasive.
The saints of all ages also faced times of terror and horror.
Yet, how did they respond? What did they do?
During such moments as these, we must look to God
and find direction from Him. During moments of fear
and uncertainty, we must not allow fear to control our
lives, but turn to Him and allow the peace and security of
Christ to reign in our lives!
Jesus said, “If the world hates you, know that it hated
Me before it hated you” (John 15:18). Christ knew
something of this fearful hatred. Yet he tells his followers, “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you; not as

the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27). “In Me
you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, for I have overcome the world”
(John 16:33).
Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, has conquered the
darkness of the world, and through His victory offers
deep, inner peace to His followers. He is the antidote to
overcoming any and all fear. When we abide in His peace,
and allow His peace to reign in our hearts and lives, then
ultimately we have nothing to fear. “Perfect love casts out
fear” (1 John 4:18). We can face fearful circumstances and
real temptations of anxiety with His “peace that passes
all understanding.” “Do not be worried or anxious about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication,
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known
to God, and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6–7).
St. Paul, who faced terrible persecution and many
moments of fear, learned to say, “If God is for us, who
can be against us? ... Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution,
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or violence? Yet in all
these things we are more than conquerors through Him
who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor
life, nor … anything shall be able to separate us from the
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans
8:31–39).
So when we are tempted to fear, remember to “cast all
your anxieties on the Lord, for He cares for you” (1 Peter
5:7) – and don’t allow fear to control our lives!
So we look to God to free us from the emotion of
fear. Another emotion to consider alongside our Christian faith is the hatred that takes root from fear. Hatred
towards others, towards those who seem to threaten us,
springs from the darkness of the evil one. This is why
one of the most radical teachings of Christ was precisely,
“Love your enemy.” Radical love for the other, not hatred
of those of whom we are afraid, is Christ’s call to action.
This may seem ridiculous in light of the evil we see in our
world every day. It will surely seem naïve and even stupid.
Yet, Jesus understood the brokenness of humanity, and realized that the way one can heal and transform such brokenness can only be through love, through divine agape.
Of course, such divine love is not based on emotional
feelings, but on our will. Through such love we are called
to reach out to the enemy, and to try to overcome their
hatred with God’s loving care. This doesn’t mean that our
society will blindly allow a vicious enemy to do as they

please. It does mean, however, that we won’t imitate the
hatred of our enemy, and we won’t adopt their vision of
the world as black and white. We will see beyond any labels to the human person. We will treat others, especially
others who may look like the enemy with their color of
skin, or their religion, or their country of origin, as our
neighbor, with love and understanding and compassion.
To love is surely risky. To love our enemy may seem
naïve and even dangerous. It may seem much easier to
build walls of separation between us and those we deem
different from ourselves. Yet our faith reminds us that
walls of separation are not according to what Christ
taught us. We are called to take the risk, and to love even
our enemies. In the midst of that risk, we know that God
is with us. By shining the light of Christ’s love on others,
we understand that change can occur through His power.
Christ’s love can shine in the midst of the darkest evil,
and can even change the hearts of darkened souls. So we
never fear, and we never despair. The light of Christ shines
brightly in the darkness of the world!
Yes, we have what seems to be a new reality in our society and world: radicalism, extremism, terrorism, homegrown brokenness, and violence. The new, dark reality
will tempt us to fear and to hate.
Yet Jesus Christ calls us to something much greater
and much harder. He calls us to dwell in His peace. Let no
fear become greater than His peace which dwells within
us. From this place of peace, let us love the other, including our enemy.
Fr. Luke A. Veronis

Antiochian Village Bookstore
January White Sale
The Book of the Epistles
Regularly $60 / on sale for $30
The Liturgikon, 3rd Edition, 2010
Regularly $50 / on sale for $30
(The book of Divine Services for the priest and deacon)
Prices are good through January 31, 2016.
Order online at www.store.antiochianvillage.org
or by calling 724-238-3677, ext. 406
Credit cards accepted

Listening to our Elderly Companions
Fr. Peter Kavanaugh

FORCED BACK IN DREAMS, IN NIGHTMARES, IN REMINISCENCES, IN DIFFERENT ENCOUNTERS
… WE MUST NOT TURN AWAY. WE MUST FACE IT AND SAY, “IF I AM THE PERSON WHO DID IT,
IT’S NOT THE PAST, IT IS MY PRESENT AND IT MUST BE RESOLVED ONE WAY OR ANOTHER.”1
A paper delivered by
Fr. Peter Kavanaugh
at the Orthodox
Christian Association
of Medicine, Psychology and Religion
conference on November 7, 2015, at
Holy Cross Seminary,
Boston Massachusetts
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These are some of the final reflections of Metropolitan ANTHONY Bloom in his old age, and are a window into the aging soul and the nature of every human
heart. The ecclesiarch wrote about the temptations and
struggles in the twilight of his life with honest clarity.
His words remind us that the story is not over when a
person retires, grows feeble, and forgetful. On the contrary, the elderly man or woman is on a sacred journey,
as he or she prepares to meet God. At this wonderful
stage of life, the opportunity to share one’s story, to confess, is profoundly important.
Someone once said, “Without being listened to, we
are shut up in the solitude of our own hearts.”2 I often
ponder this when I walk through the halls of the nursing
homes where I work. Each day the same elderly soul sits
at his or her place, watches passersby, and stares into the
distance. When given the opportunity, I like to sneak off
from my office and sit by such a person. In no time at all,
stories begin to unfold; vivid adventures, bitter regrets,
and euphoric memories pour out like a stream. At these
moments, it is always incredible to encounter the vast
world, that fathomless heart, behind the quiet eyes of
every old man or woman.
All of us have friends, family, or loved ones who are
getting old, and we often wonder how we can best help.
In many instances, the most valuable gift that we can offer is quite simply the gift of listening. In this reflection,
I would like take some time to explore the importance
of old age, and why it is so critical for us to listen to our
companion’s story. We can learn to draw out that story
in a way that brings healing and sanctification, through
three simple steps: being a loving presence, offering
ourselves as a witness to the story, and attending to the
reminiscence.
Here is one of my favorite quotes by an old lady with
dementia, who describes how old age has changed the
way she looks at the world. She tells us, “I have grown to
enjoy the surprises of everyday life and self-discovery. I
cling to dirt and watch marvels rise from it.” This makes

me think of my own grandmother, who, as she grew older, spent hours looking at a flower or marveling over a
trail of ants. What do we say about this? Are these people
merely “unfortunate” or “useless,” or might they possess
some insight that we could all learn from?
Carl Jung insists, “This afternoon of human life must
also have a significance of its own and cannot be merely
a pitiful appendage to life’s morning.” Along similar
lines, a specialist in dementia care, named Elizabeth
MacKinlay, suggests that “older people who no longer
have the energy to be engaged with many activities may
have other ‘work’ to do, the work of coming to a sense
of their final life-meanings, and the process of self-transcendence that accompanies this.” The story is not over
when you grow old. The elderly, like everyone else, are
working through and processing life, and they share the
same spiritual needs as the rest of us. As Christians, we
know that eternity waits just behind the doors of death.
The need to prepare the heart could not be more urgent.
I often think back to a friend of mine, who recently
passed away in his eighties. John’s life had not been an
easy one. He was born into a cold family with little room
for love; he struggled with alcoholism throughout his
adulthood; and in his later years, he regretted the mistakes he made as a distant father. His story was one of
brokenness, disappointment, and remorse. John needed
someone to talk to.
I was running a Bible study in his retirement home
when we met. Afterwards, we would find a time to sit
down and share stories. I did not speak very much, and I
have to admit, I wasn’t sure what to say most of the time.
So I simply listened. I tried to give John the space and
reassurance he needed, to simply tell his story.
Like John, the elderly often find themselves reflecting on their past and needing an outlet to unload. It
is a time of life characterized by introspection, couched
in questions such as: ‘What is the meaning of life?’ and
‘What ultimately matters?’ Erik Erickson, the eminent
specialist in human development, describes old age as

a time in which “psychosocial stages weave back on one
another … as the person may reflect and grapple with
earlier stages of development.”3 As they reminisce, the
elderly are working through events from their past. They
are putting pieces together, and making sense of things.

person, to look squarely at any unresolved problem.”5
Bloom takes this need to reflect and reminisce much
farther than our contemporary therapists. It is not only
therapeutic. It is sanctifying. It is the soul’s final effort to
repent and turn towards God.

WE CAN LEARN TO DRAW OUT THAT STORY IN A WAY THAT BRINGS HEALING AND SANCTIFICATION, THROUGH THREE
SIMPLE STEPS: BEING A LOVING PRESENCE, OFFERING OURSELVES AS A WITNESS TO THE STORY, AND ATTENDING
TO THE REMINISCENCE.
Psychologists started to notice this, and created
something called Reminiscence Therapy. A therapist
will sit with an elderly person and look at pictures or
memorabilia, hoping to draw out his or her story. By doing so, they encourage the person to “get in touch with
painful, perhaps long-buried, memories and unresolved
conflicts which ‘leak’ into the present and interfere with
present contentment and adjustment.”4 These therapists
have found this story-telling, this act of confessing, to be
inherently therapeutic.
Anthony Bloom recognized the same tendency in
old age, and offers invaluable advice: “So the first thing
an old person must do is determine not to escape his
or her own past; to be ready, when the past emerges in
memories or on the reappearance of some long-forgotten

We live in a fallen world, where even the most righteous fall short of the glory of God. All of us have deep
passions and unrepented sins. When these sins go unabsolved they remain in our soul, afflicting us one way or
another, whether we know it or not. In one of his homilies, St. John Chrysostom illustrates this in a graphic
analogy: “As in severe frost all limbs are stiffened and
dead, so truly the soul shuddering in the winter of sins
also performs none of its proper functions, stiffened as
it were by a frost on one’s conscience. For what cold is
to the body, that an evil conscience is to the soul.”6 After
living in New England for a few years, I’ve become well
acquainted with cold and frost, and its ability to stiffen
the body. In the same way, St. John tells us, a blemish in
the conscience prevents us from thriving.
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Now, something happens in old age. For some reason, these repressed sins have a tendency to re-emerge.
Anthony Bloom explains, “As long as we have not faced
a situation in the past, whenever we have not answered
a question, it will persist as memory, nightmare or reminiscence.”7 What can we make of this? We should not
think of it as a problem. Rather, it is an opportunity,
and perhaps God’s final gift to us in this life. In Bloom’s
words, we must prepare for death “through a stern and
liberating process of coming to terms with life, making
one’s peace with everyone, with oneself, with one’s conscience, with one’s circumstances, with the present and
the past, with events and with people – and indeed with
the future, the coming of death itself … One cannot
enter into eternity tied and fettered by hatred.”8
So what then is the answer? How do we respond to
this challenge? There is only one permanent fix: Confession. This is where we can help. First and foremost,
the sacraments of Confession and the Eucharist are the

children, or merely friends, we can all play a monumental role in the way a loved one prevails through this final
journey. We can simply set aside a little time to listen.
The act of listening seems simple enough, but in real
life scenarios we often don’t know what to do. What
do we say? How should we listen? The following three
steps may give us a little guidance at these times, when
we’d like to help an elderly companion to open up and
share his or her story: being a loving presence, offering
ourselves as a witness to the story, and attending to the
reminiscence.
BEING A LOVING PRESENCE
John’s hair was often disheveled and clothes untidy.
He was small, frail, and reserved. There was nothing particularly extraordinary about his appearance, and it was
easy to pass by and never notice such a person. In order
to be a good listener, we need to be able to see the beauty
of the person before us, and to hold that person in love
and respect. This is not always easy. Sometimes we can

FIRST AND
FOREMOST, THE
SACRAMENTS
OF CONFESSION AND THE
EUCHARIST
ARE THE MOST
IMPORTANT
MEDICINES FOR
AN AGING MAN
OR WOMAN.

OFFERING OURSELVES AS A WITNESS TO THE STORY
Carl Nichswonger was a chaplain and professor at
the University of Chicago Hospital.
In one of his writings, he describes to us what it
means to be a witness to the story: “Thus we are walking
through the Valley of the Shadow with another, sharing
the last chapter in his personal pilgrimage.”10 The ministry of listening has very little to do with teaching, or
directing, or reprimanding. Rather, it is simply the effort
to walk by the side of a pilgrim.
John and I passed many hours in heartfelt conversation, where he unloaded his complaints, sorrows, and
regrets. On so many these occasions, I wanted to burst in
and say, “Oh, that doesn’t matter John,” or, “You did just
fine, don’t worry about it.” At these impulses, however, I
tried to keep my mouth shut. It dawned on me that, just
maybe, John did not need platitudes or shallow comfort.
He simply needed someone willing to be a witness to his
story. In seminary, our professor of pastoral care taught
us that listening is a kind of asceticism. “Listening is dying to yourself,” he explained, “It is a type of martyrdom … it involves giving up your will, and just offering
yourself.” Rather than approval or reprimands, or even
our own personal opinions, John simply needed a loving
space where he could confess.
ATTENDING TO THE REMINISCENCE

most important medicines for an aging man or woman.
In this way, God has given priests a special grace to free
our consciences and purify our hearts. Meanwhile, every
Christian is part of the royal priesthood in a different
sense. We are all called to minister. Whether in the clergy
or laity, as priests or therapists, spouses, children, grand-
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for you become present to you. When they speak, they
speak to you. And when they ask questions, you know
it is for your sake and not their own. Their presence is
a healing presence, because they accept you on your
terms.”9 With this attitude, we can create an atmosphere
where our companion can feel free and safe to share his
or her story.

be so distracted by a person’s appearance or behaviors
that we forget to look into their eyes and recognize another child of God. Most of the time, all we need to do
is to slow down, quiet our judgments, and simply choose
to be present to the person before us. Henri Nouwen
writes, “From experience you know that those who care

An elderly friend once told me, “You know why old
people repeat themselves so much? Because it takes so
long for anything to enter the heads of young people.”
Over time I’ve come to think he’s probably right. There’s
certainly more to it, however. As we’ve seen, this tendency in older adults to repeat themselves and reminisce
has a purpose that is much more profound. We can help
by simply allowing our companion to repeat that same
story, as often as needed. In this way, we allow them to
accomplish an important task. Elizabeth MacKinlay explains, “Repetitive story-telling may be either an indication that the hoped-for response has not been obtained
from the listener or a sign of unfinished business.”11 This
means that instead of becoming annoyed, we can listen

even harder. What is so important about that story that
you’ve heard a hundred times? What is the meaning behind the details? While listening, we can attempt to hear
and draw out whatever it is that is still lingering in the
heart.
During our visits, as John shared his story and I
listened, he often trailed back to his uncle, the family
priest. As his stream of thoughts poured through life,
they kept returning to this same place. Why was this?
It struck me as important, so I asked more questions, I
drew out the story, and allowed him room to explore. In
the midst of all the brokenness and dysfunction in his
life, John never quite abandoned his faith. He wrestled
with God, struggling with doubts on a daily basis. Yet,
there was always a dim flame flickering in his heart, confirming what he knew to be truth. Somehow, the memory of his uncle kept this alive. Perhaps, by telling those
same stories again and again about his uncle, John was
able to sort through his doubts and listen to his heart.
Perhaps, all he needed was this opportunity to reminisce,
to keep the flame alit.
The final season of our life is a great pilgrimage. The
memories of the past, the revelations of the present, and
the looming presence of death— all of these press in the
heart and await an answer. At this profound moment,
it becomes all the more important for us younger generations to listen. By being a loving presence, offering
ourselves as a witness to the story, and simply attending
to the reminiscence, we can give an old man or woman
an opportunity to confess and prepare for the soul’s final
journey into God.
The last time I spoke with John he was very ill. I had
a priest with me at the time and called John, inquiring whether he’d like us to visit. “Not today,” he told
me, “I’m too sick … but please come back tomorrow.”
What a shock I had the next morning, when I walked in
the door and learned that he had passed away. Was his
heart prepared? Had he repented in the end? Only God
can know, but a sense of peace filled me when I saw the
prayer book by his bedside, and in it was marked this
final prayer read by John:
“O MOST blessed Savior … I present to thee my
soul and body with the earnest wish that I may always be united to Thee. And since I cannot now
receive Thee sacramentally, I beseech Thee to come
spiritually into my heart; I unite myself to Thee and
embrace Thee with all the affections of my soul.
COME, Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart.”

( Endnotes)
1. Anthony Bloom,
“The Spirituality of
Old Age,” in Spirituality and Ageing, ed.
Albert Jewell (London: Jessica Kingsley,
1999), p. 32.
2. Michael P. Nichols,
The Lost Art of Listening: How Learning to
Listen Can Improve
Relationships (New
York: The Guilford
Press, 2009), p.15.
3. Nichols, p. 117.
4. Faith Gibson, Reminiscence & Recall:
A Guide to Good
Practice (England,
Age Concern Books,
1994), p. 29.
5. Bloom, “The Spirituality of Old Age,” p.
30.
6. John Chrysostom,
Homily VII, The
Nicene and PostNicene Fathers of the
Christian Church,
Vol. 12, Ed. Philip
Schaff (Oak Harbor:
Logos Research
Systems, 1997).
7. Bloom, p. 31.
8. Bloom, p. 42.
9. Henri J. Nouwen,
Out of Solitude: Three
Meditations on the
Christian Life (Notre
Dame, IN: Ave
Maria Press, 1984),
p. 36.
10. Carl Nichswonger,
“Ministry to the Dying as a Learning Encounter,” Journal of
Thanatology (1971),
pp. 101–108.
11. Elizabeth MacKinlay
and Corinne Trevitt,
Finding Meaning
in the Experience of
Dementia: The Place
of Spiritual Reminiscence Work (London,
Jessica Kingsley
Publishers, 2012), p.
20.

The Word 21

MEMORY ETERNAL!
+V. Rev. Fr. Louis Mahshie
September 7, 1934 – August 27, 2015

“One of the most endearing terms we use for our clergy is the word ‘father.’ Like anything in life, we sometimes
take people or what we call them for granted. In the case
of Fr. Lou, whenever those to whom he ministered mention him, it is always in terms of his love for them. No
father is perfect except our Father in heaven; however, the
love and care we show as priests manifests itself in the relationships we have with our spiritual children. This can be
seen so clearly in the love Fr. Lou’s spiritual children had
for him. He shared in the joys and sad times of his family
and parishioners and felt all those emotions in his heart
– a sign of a true “father”. Now he enters the heavenly
kingdom and the hope in the resurrection he preached
about during his earthly life will now become a reality.
“I deeply regret losing a sincere and loving fellowworker in the vineyard of the Lord, and on behalf of
myself, my brother bishops, the members of the Board
of Trustees, the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch, the
Antiochian Women, the clergy and laity of this Archdiocese, the Fellowship of St. John the Divine and SOYO,
we express to you and to all relatives of Fr. Lou our deepest sympathy.
“May his soul rest with the saints and may his memory be eternal.”
These stirring words were those of His Eminence
Metropolitan JOSEPH, read by His Grace Bishop
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ANTHONY on September 1, 2015, at St. George
Church, Akron, during the funeral service of the Rev. Fr.
Louis Mahshie, 80, who passed into the arms of his Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ on August 27, 2015.
Fr. Lou left behind a rich legacy of service – spanning
52 years – to his Antiochian Orthodox Christian faith, to
the parishes he served in Washington, D.C.; Baltimore,
Maryland; and in St. George Orthodox Church, Akron,
for 37 years. Legions of people throughout our community and beyond were enriched by his outstanding dedicated service, his kindness, his generosity, his modesty,
and his legacy of the rich outpouring of Christ’s love.
“He will be remembered as a man of deep compassion
who loved and cared for others,” Akron Beacon Journal
reporter Colette Jenkins reported.
Fr. Shalhoub described Fr. Lou as “a humble, yet
giant of a man. Fr. Lou was one of the few priests I know
who walked humbly, spoke softly and persisted in doing as the good God asked him to do, and that’s what
made Fr. Lou a great shepherd and priest. His death is
not only sad, but marks the end of an era of a pioneer in
the Antiochian Orthodox Church. Times have changed
and people are mistaken to think that a priest is a person
with degrees, one who knows the rubrics and canon law,
and serves the liturgy in perfect fashion. They forget that
a true priest is one who saves souls, and Fr. Lou saved

many souls, not only with his overpowering strength and
demands, but through his humility and weaknesses.”
Speaking later during Fr. Lou’s 40-day memorial
service, Rev. Fr. John Al-Assaf, Assistant Pastor, declared, “Our mission today is not just to mourn, nor
to express our appreciation for his leadership, but, far
more important, to dedicate ourselves to preserve the
rich legacy he left us and to advance it and to make it
stronger. We should look to our Parish Council, Ladies
Society, Foundation, Choir, Sunday School, Bible study
programs, youth programs, young adult programs – here
lies the strength and future of our church. Under Fr.
Lou’s leadership, the good work of all these organizations increased in importance. We need to maintain this
and look for ways to make them even stronger. We owe
this to Fr. Lou.”
That legacy stems from the two-fold mission that Fr.
Lou defined for St. George Church, Akron: spreading
the good news of Jesus
Christ and doing good
works for those in need.
From that mission came
the strength from God
that allowed Fr. Lou to
head up an extensive
building program. So we
saw in 1988 the establishment of the current
church home in the Copley suburb of Akron, a
major add-on education
building, and most recently in 2012 the construction
of a Family Education Center to serve the needs of the
growing youth membership.
Expansion of physical facilities under Fr. Lou’s
leadership was accompanied by a corresponding spiritual growth. He leaves a parish of 200 families with a
thriving Sunday School, adult and youth organizations,
choir, and Bible studies.
In addition, Fr. Lou established a Needy Fund to
provide confidential financial help to those in need, both
inside and outside the parish. Time after time, he used
this outreach resource to come to the aid of persons of all
races and creeds who needed a helping hand.
While serving St. George parish in Washington, D.C.,
Fr. Lou established St. Mary Church in nearby Baltimore,
serving both congregations for 13 years. He also played
an instrumental role in founding St. Matthew Orthodox
Church in North Royalton, and helped establish St. Luke
the Evangelist Orthodox Mission in Solon, Ohio.

In recognition of Fr. Lou’s achievements, the late
Metropolitan PHILIP elevated him to the dignity of
Archpriest and awarded him the coveted Antonian Gold
Medal of Merit, which is the Archdiocese’s highest award
for “exceptional capabilities of service and love.”
“I have had the honor and privilege of serving with
Fr. Lou for 27 years in Akron,” said Fr. Jerry Hall, Pastor, Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church. “He was
a dedicated servant of the Lord, motivated by his love
for those around him …. I have been inspired by his
dedication to the Orthodox community in Akron and
his willingness to reach out with God’s love and mercy to
everyone he encountered. He was a true shepherd who
loved and cared for his flock for the glory of God.”
“He helped paved the way as the church was transitioning from Arabic to English, but his outreach to those
in need will be the greatest part of his legacy,” said Sam
Salem, the parish historian and a good friend of Rev.
Mahshie. “His death is
a tremendous loss to the
parish and the community. But as much as we
are hurting, the strength
that he built into us will
see us through this difficult time.”
Fr. Lou studied at
Syracuse University and
Le Moyne College in
Syracuse and Holy Cross
Greek Orthodox School
of Theology in Brookline, Massachusetts, and graduated in 1958 with a Bachelor of Divinity degree from
St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminar in Crestwood, New York. After being ordained to the priesthood
in 1963, he also earned a Bachelor’s degree in Sociology
in 1972 from Catholic University in Washington.
Fr. Lou was born September 4, 1934, in Syracuse,
New York, the youngest of 8 children. He was preceded in
death by his parents, Sam and Olga (N’Sair) Mahshie, and
siblings Mary Reale and Nicholas Mahshie. He is survived
by his devoted wife of 52 years, Corinne; his children
Louis (Amy), David, and Tammy Mundy (Dano); grandchildren Daniel and Michael Mundy; siblings Henry and
Jim Mahshie, Helen Abdo, Edna Zeppetello, and Hazel
Conan; and his extended family throughout our community and beyond who will always remember Fr. Lou with
the deepest of affection and appreciation. Memory eternal.
Sam Salem
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The Cowardice of Christians
CHRISTIANS HAVE BECOME COWARDS. WE ARE A SHAME TO CHRISTIANITY AND TO CHRIST.
WE CHRISTIANS HAVE ABDICATED OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE TRUTH
TO GOD’S WORLD. EVEN THOUGH THERE IS A LARGE NUMBER OF CHRISTIANS IN AMERICA,
WE BEHAVE LIKE SHEEP. WE ARE HUMILIATED BY POLITICIANS, THE MEDIA, GOVERNMENT,
AND EDUCATORS. WHEN WE SPEAK IN PUBLIC, WE ARE ASKED NOT TO SPEAK OF GOD, AND
WE ARE RIDICULED WHEN WE EXPRESS THE TRUTHS THAT GOD HAS REVEALED. THE PUBLIC
INSTITUTIONS WE SUPPORT THROUGH OUR TAXES ARE OFTEN OPENLY HOSTILE TO CHRIST
AND HIS MESSAGE.
We don’t need to be afraid to defend our values.
Christian values have stood the test of time, and lead
to peaceful and productive lives. We don’t need to be
“politically correct.” In fact, we can’t be politically correct and Christians. God calls us to be holy and not accept that which is contrary to truth and righteousness.
Retailers, industry, and the media continue to offend
Christians by replacing our feasts with commercialism,
yet we Christians fail to raise our voices and call for what
is right. The world tells us that not everyone is Christian;
thus they cannot use Christian expressions in their advertising, but in the same stores we see signs of Happy
Hanukkah, and Happy Eid. Should it upset Christians
that all other religions, and atheists, are offered respect
and protection in schools and universities, while Christians are marginalized? Christians are not allowed to

mention Christ’s name or sing Christmas songs without
some form of backlash. Even the Christmas tree has become a target. Just about everything that society used to
consider wrong and unhealthy has become acceptable in
our country, except mentioning the name of Christ or
His blessed feasts.
We Christians have limited our Christianity to the
time we spend in church. While we may worship with
excitement and call Christ Lord, and some will shout
“Hallelujah” when they leave our churches, we act like
lost sheep and cowards. We say that we are anxious not
to hurt people’s feelings by crossing ourselves, but we
have the dignity of their Lord, who said, “Go therefore
and make disciplines of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of The Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have com-

manded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the
end of the age” (Mathew 28:19–20). He also said, “These
things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.
In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer,
I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).
Yes, we are cowards. A cup of coffee from Starbucks
is more important than the dignity of Christ, and God’s
commandment which says that “whoever is ashamed
of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be
ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His
Father’s, and of the holy angels” (Luke 9:26). We run
to Starbucks, Walmart, Target, Wegmans, and other
stores that continuously secularize Christmas, the feast
of Christ’s birth, but we Christians keep coming back
for more.
Why support these people who are constantly offending our faith? Why do they get offended when we
say Merry Christmas? How are we offending them? Is it
because we are wishing them peace on earth and joy to
their hearts? Why are they bothered?
They are bothered because it reminds them of Christ,
who came for the salvation of mankind.
This hate and blatant bigotry against Christianity exists because the world rejected Christ, and continues to
reject Him as it seeks to worship any other god; money,
sex, and the self. Are we of the world, or are we the witnesses of the truth in the world? If we are seventy percent
of those who live in a democratic republic, where is the
democracy? Where is the republic? Why is the majority not expressing its faith? Does the Constitution not
defend our right to freedom of religion? It does, and we
must use it.
We Christians must remember; life without dignity
has no meaning. Let’s remember who we are, and what
God has done for us. He is the God of our forefathers,
and the God of all. Let us remember our parents in the
faith who challenged emperors and kings, and great heresies. They suffered, and often died as martyrs, witnessing to the One who died on the cross for their salvation
– your salvation, for the salvation of your children, and
that of the world.
My dear brothers and sisters, teach your children
what courage, manhood and womanhood are. Do not
let this Christmas go by like those before. If the world
wants a war, based on their bigotry and hatred against us
and our Lord, let us declare another war based on love,
wisdom, and courage. Wherever we go, let us proclaim
that Christ is born, and let us wish a Merry Christmas to
everyone. Let us decorate our homes with lights. Let us
decorate our hearts with Christ’s light, with courage and

love for God first, and for our neighbor second.
The Lord said to be meek like a lamb and gentle like
doves, but he also said that we should be wise as serpents. We are the light of the world and the salt of the
earth. No one can lay blame on us for mistakes a few
people in the Church commit. Those people, whoever
they were, or are, do not represent Christianity. If they
did, they would not have hurt the Church of Christ and
her reputation. The Church is the bride of Christ; she is
pure and perfect. Christians may be bad, but Christianity – never – for the faith remains preserved.
Christians, rise like your Lord rose from the tomb.
Rise from your death to life, from shame to dignity.
In this coming feast, be the presence of the angels in
this darkened society and let your light shine, without
fear or cowardice, by saying loudly, “Merry Christmas,”
to everyone, declaring that Christ is born, Hallelujah!
Whether they like it or not, it is a Merry Christmas, and
because it is merry, we repeat with the angels, “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, and good will
among men.” Amen, Amen, Amen.
Father Theodore Daoud, Pastor,
St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church, Baltimore, Maryland

The clock keeps ticking as the earth keeps turning;
A prayer of hope keeps good folks yearning.
Put aside vengeance and the dreaded tools of war
And listen to the laughter of children as before.
With tolerance and brotherhood comes Peace on
earth -This is the blessed promise of our Savior’s birth.
“Love one another” is the gospel that Christ taught.
Judge not your brother lest all be for naught.
“Forgive them, Father, they know not what they do.”
His words of wisdom -- may they ever ring true!

Theodora Mae Skaff-Tortolano
St. Michael Church, Van Nuys, California
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Exciting Changes Ahead
FOR THE FELLOWSHIP OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE

he Fellowship of St. John the Divine (FSJD) officially announced a
restructuring plan at the 2015 Archdiocese Convention in Boston, Massachusetts. The initial details of the
plan were included in the FSJD report that was presented to the Archdiocese General Assembly, and was
distributed through the Archdiocese
website (http://www.antiochian.org/2015-departmentand-organization-convention-reports). This restructuring plan was developed with input from all the Diocese
Fellowship Officers, SOYO Officers, various Department Chairpersons and many other dedicated faithful
throughout the Archdiocese. It has received the blessing
of His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH and the local
hierarchs, and we are very excited for this new phase in
the history of the Fellowship.
The Fellowship of St. John the Divine has existed
since the 1950’s in different formats. It originally began
as SOYO. Then, with the establishment of Teen SOYO,
it became Senior SOYO, and in the early 1990’s it was
restructured to become the Fellowship of St. John the
Divine. Each change was a response to the ministry
needs of our parishes and the Archdiocese, which has
always been its purpose. From the beginning it has been
comprised of many dedicated individuals, and we are
very grateful to those faithful members of the Archdiocese who served the Fellowship of St. John the Divine
with love and dedication. We especially thank all those
that have served as North American Council (NAC)
and Diocese Officers of SOYO, Senior SOYO, and The
Fellowship of St. John the Divine, especially the past
NAC Presidents.
The current structure of the Fellowship of St. John
the Divine has caused much confusion regarding the organization’s identity and mission, and there are some disparities between the various elements of the organization
(from diocese to diocese, from NAC to parish level, from
parish to parish). The NAC and Diocese Fellowship Officers have spent the past two years examining the current
responsibilities of the Fellowship and the current needs
of the Archdiocese. In response we have developed a plan
to create greater continuity within the organization.
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There are three main and distinct areas of responsibility that currently belong to the Diocese and NAC
Fellowship, and these form the basis for the restructuring plan:
1. Young Adult Ministry - A ministry to those immediately after Teen SOYO, ages 19 to 35;
2. Current FSJD Archdiocese Programs - Bible
Bowl, Oratorical Contests, Creative Festivals, Food
for Hungry People; and
3. Diocese Administration – Planning diocese meetings, sponsorship of diocese programs (Bible Bowl,
Oratorical Contests, and Creative Festival expenses), providing scholarship to High School/College
students, and other diocese administrative tasks.
1) Young Adult Ministry – A new ministry would be
established to serve Young Adults of the Archdiocese
between the ages of 19-35, under the auspices of the
Department of College Ministry (which is now renamed the Department of Young Adult Ministry).
The mission of the Young Adult Ministry is to aid
in the spiritual growth of the young adults between the
ages of 19 to 35 within the Archdiocese, bringing them
to a closer relationship with our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To accomplish this mission, we will foster a balance between all of the following areas of Orthodox
Christian faith and life:
• Worship – through the full liturgical-cycle of the
Church, including attending weekday services
together, gathering at a local parish for its Feast
Day, and the combined services at Diocese and
Archdiocese gatherings;
• Spiritual Renewal and Education – through
retreats, conferences, speaker series, pilgrimages,
and Bible studies which are aimed at the needs of
our Young Adults;
• Service – through short-term mission trips and
volunteer activities on a local level;
• Fellowship – through social outings, conferences, and gatherings.
Once established, there will be Young Adults (ages
19 to 35) on the Archdiocese, diocese, and parish levels,
working together to help plan activities in which young
adults can participate. The Archdiocese Young Adult
Leadership Committee will consist of a Chairperson,

Vice-Chairperson, Conference Chairperson, Treasurer/
Secretary, Service Project Chairperson, Immediate PastPresident, and Spiritual Advisor. The Diocese Young
Adult Leadership Committee will consist of a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson/PR, Conference Chairperson,
Deanery Coordinators, Education Coordinator, Service
Project Coordinator, Social Coordinator, Immediate
Past-President, and Spiritual Advisor. The Parish Leadership Committee will consist of a Chairperson, Education Coordinator, Service Project Coordinator, Social
Coordinator, Immediate Past-President, Membership/
Development Coordinator, and the Parish Priest as the
Spiritual Advisor.
2) Current FSJD Archdiocese Programs – The Creative Festivals (Department of Christian Education),
Bible Bowl (Department of Youth), Oratorical (Department of Youth), and Food for Hungry People
(Department of Charities) program will move directly
under the Archdiocese Departments that already
provide the majority of support for these programs
to operate. This will ensure that the programs receive the best supervision by trained leaders. Current FSJD volunteers who supervise and run these
programs on the level of the diocese or Archdiocese
will continue in that capacity, but report directly to
the appropriate department. Their job descriptions
will not change. Each of these programs could be
reported on at the Diocese General Assembly at the
annual Parish Life Conference.
3) Diocese Administration – A Diocese Ministry
Council for each diocese will be created, and will
be made up of dedicated lay people of any age to
assist the local bishop with administrative needs of
the diocese. A suggested structure for this Council
has been proposed, but each local bishop will have
the ability to structure this Council as best fits his
diocese. This Council would meet via teleconference
or in person regularly. The Diocese Ministry Council
will be tasked with meeting the needs of the diocese
and assisting the local hierarch with the administration of the diocese. This council would serve as the
officers of the Diocese General Assembly meeting,
which will be held at every PLC. All clergy and laity
are invited to attend the Diocese General Assembly
to hear the important work that is happening in each
Diocese.
This plan aims at continuing all the good work of
the Fellowship in a more efficient and understandable
format. This plan will provide a consistent structure in
each Diocese, and help to insure that all parishes are

participating in the work of the diocese. The Fellowship
of St. John the Divine in the Diocese of Wichita has
had an administrative council to assist the local hierarch
administer the work of the Diocese for several years. It
has proved to be very effective in both the administration of the Diocese and communication within it. In
the Diocese of Los Angeles and the West, their Diocese
Fellowship of St. John the Divine has focused on young
adults for the past ten years, and has been effective in
reaching out to the young adults through retreats and
other activities.
Some parishes currently have a Fellowship of St.
John the Divine group. In many parishes, it is a young
adult group. In other parishes, it is a group that does
some type of ministry or service to the church. For those
parishes that do have a FSJD group, we hope that nothing changes with that group. Many of our parish FSJD
groups have had no connection to the diocese level before, so this restructure should not affect your parish
group in any way. If it is a group of Young Adults, we
hope that they connect with the Diocese Young Adult
Committee, once members are appointed to it.
Over the next two years, until the 2017 Archdiocese
Convention in Miami, the Diocese and NAC Fellowship
of St. John the Divine will be going through this transition to the new structure. It may move more quickly
in some dioceses than others, depending on the current
structure in place. The current Diocese and NAC FSJD
Officers will continue this year to assist in the transition
and the establishment of the Diocese Ministry Council
and the Young Adult Leadership Committees.
We thank you for your patience and prayers as we
transition to this new structure.
North American Council (NAC) Fellowship of St. John the Divine
Officers:
Khalil Samara, President
Kyra Pelachik, Vice-President
Paul Juzdan, Treasurer
Charles Abdelahad, Secretary
Fr. Thomas Zain, Spiritual Advisor
Fr. Anthony Yazge, Chairperson, Department of Young Adult
Ministry

NAC Presidents:
George S. Elias, 1951-1954
Gabriel Andalaft, 1954-1955
George David, 1955-1957
George Dibs, 1958-1959
Nicholas Coba, 1959-1960
Nicholas Hamaty, 1960-1962
Samuel L. Showah, 1962-1963
Kelly Esber, 1963-1964
Philip Swyden, 1964-1965
Robert E. Abraham, 1965-1967
George Mahshie, 1967-1969
John “Jack” Hanna, 1969-1971
Ron Nicola, 1971-1973
Alan Abraham, 1973-1975
Gary Younes, 1975-1977
John Roman, 1977-1979
George Freije, 1979-1981
Vicki Mesalam, 1981-1983
Brian Kishfy, 1983-1984
David Slaman, 1984-1985
Rob Rinvelt, 1985-1987
Ric Shahin, 1987-1989
David Franciosi, 1989-1991
Gene Attal, 1991-1993
Robin Nicholas, 1993-1995
Kathy Abraham, 1995-1999
Sarah Maloley, 1999-2001
Gigi Baba Shadid, 2001-2005
Joan Farha, 2005-2009
Jane Tadros, 2009-2013
Khalil Samara, 2013-present
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Healing at Camp St. Raphael

I

love Grey’s Anatomy. I would even go so far as to
say that I am obsessed with Grey’s Anatomy. I am
not alone in this fixation. Every evening, thousands
of Americans come home from a long day’s work,
change their clothing, grab a glass of water, and
watch hours of TV, mesmerized by these fictional
characters and events, rather than their families, careers,
or even themselves. Shows relating to criminal activity or
medical trauma have become increasingly popular over
the past ten years, and only continue to gain viewers.
Grey’s Anatomy, a popular television show featured on
ABC, has become a crowd favorite.
Almost every episode begins as a seemingly normal
day in a hospital, and right in the middle of a major
argument between two topnotch surgeons, a patient
in critical condition comes
flying through automatic
doors with EMTs on each
side, rapidly performing
chest compressions. The
patient cheats death a few
times within the span of
an hour, and then – surprise – the world-renowned
surgeon heals the patient.
A pair of hands was able
to heal a seemingly hopeless situation. This is what
creates the obsession with
these shows: the belief that
miracles do happen, and
the hope of healing. People
cling to the notion that we
can be saved by something
“earthly.” It seems today that
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Rawan Ashrawi (18)
St. Anthony’s Spring, Texas

our brokenness is contagious; perhaps it is time for us to
take a step back and sort out who and what really heals.
We’ll start with a look at the saint who healed me
and maybe some of you: St. Raphael of Brooklyn. St.
Raphael was born in Beirut, Lebanon, on November 8,
1860. He received his education from the Damascus Patriarchal School and then went on to further his knowledge of Christian theology in Turkey and Russia. Then
he set out to a new world at a mere thirty-five years of
age. Once he arrived in New York, he traveled mostly by
train and on foot, trekking all over the country to more
than thirty cities coast to coast, performing marriages,
baptisms, hearing confessions, and rejoicing in Divine
Liturgy with both converts and cradle Orthodox. St.
Raphael did not set out with
the intention that he was going to heal people; he just
did it through his obedience
to God. We read and hear
stories of all the things he did
with a full heart and without
question. He brought Orthodoxy to America, establishing churches to heal the
broken and scattered souls of
the Orthodox in this country. These churches were the
beginning of the branching
community of Orthodox
in which we live today. By
establishing those churches
long ago, St. Raphael initiated a domino effect that included the Orthodox camps
of America. Possibly, without realizing the long-term

effects of his actions, St. Raphael created an intricate
“healthcare system” for our souls’ salvation.
Down an old country road in Oklahoma, one can
find a slice of heaven on earth: Camp St. Raphael.
Most people would be quick to point out the flaws
in this camp. It is in the middle of nowhere; there is
no cellular reception; the ground is uneven; the hike
from the cabins to the main hall consumes entirely too
much energy; and the bugs resemble something closer
to dinosaurs. Somehow, however, amongst all these
“horrors,” people keep coming back, always in groups
bigger than the year before. The uneven ground, the
zero cell reception, the heat and humidity, and the
dinosaur bugs are no match for the invaluable insight
into an ever-loving God, the friends who become family, and the reminder that, “with all its sham and drudgery, it’s still a beautiful world.”
That is what Camp St. Raphael gave me: a chance
to see the beauty in a world that sometimes made that
easy to forget. The uneven ground is not uneven, rather
a place for puddles to form so my best friends and I can
enjoy ourselves. The sweat dripping from my face and
staining my clothes is not from the heat and humidity
but from my refusal to stop playing angleball. The massive bugs in the cabins are not burdens, but a perfect
opportunity for a cabin to bond as all seven girls stand
together on one bunk, squealing about who is going to
get rid of the bugs. I treasure these perfect imperfections the most. They are stones skipped across a pond,
creating ripples that have formed me and transformed
me into who I am today.
No matter why you go to camp or why you keep
coming back, there’s one theme that threads through
every camper’s experience: healing. Ironically, maybe
coincidentally, Raphael in Hebrew translates to “God
heals.” We see Christ’s healing powers through St. Raphael at camp. Better than any actor playing a surgeon
on TV, St. Raphael shepherds three hundred people to
Wagoner, Oklahoma, for two weeks out of the year. It
is one of his greatest hospitals, and he is the top-notch
surgeon, waiting patiently for us to arrive at our worst
and to stitch us closer to Christ. As we read in the Akolouthia for St. Raphael, Bishop of Brooklyn, “True to his
name, he brought God’s healing to us as we celebrate
his holy memory…. To those who were wounded by
sin, he brought healing in Christ; to those who were deceived, he brought the truth of Orthodoxy; he gathered
his scattered sheep safely into the fold of the church.”

COMMUNITIES
IN ACTION

St. Michael the Archangel
Parishioners Celebrate Church
Consecration
The baptism of a child is a promise
fulfilled, a hope rewarded, and a challenge embraced. So, too, is the consecration of a church.
Like baptizing a child, consecrating
a church means washing the altar with
water, anointing it with rosewater,
and chrismating it with Holy Chrism.
Like baptism, consecration is a new
beginning, as well as the fulfillment
of a time of preparation and development, of labor, and of its priceless
fruit.
“When we consecrate a church, we
say that this space belongs to God,
and it is where people can come to
meet God, to hear His voice, to be
nurtured by Him, and to go forth and
share His real light,” said His Grace,
the Right Reverend Bishop JOHN
(Abdalah) of the Diocese of Worcester
and New England. He was addressing
those gathered at a celebratory ban-

quet on the eve of the consecration of
St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox
Church in Cotuit, Massachusetts.
“This space doesn’t belong to Cape
Cod anymore. This space is where we
meet God.”
St. Michael’s consecration was
the joyful result of nearly 25 years
of prayer, hope, and effort by clergy
and parishioners. The November 1
service, preceded by Orthros and followed by Divine Liturgy, was led by
Bishop JOHN along with the Rev.
Ben Kjendal and the Very Rev. Dr.
Nicholas Manikas, St. Michael’s current and former pastors, respectively,
and the Very Rev. Joseph Purpura,
Chairman of the Antiochian Archdiocese’s Department of Youth and Parish Ministries.
“We treat the building as we treat
a person,” Bishop JOHN said in describing the baptism-like washing and
anointing of the altar and the corners, walls, and icons of the church.
“This baby, then, is your church – an
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expression of the Kingdom of Heaven in the here and now. And like the
Mother of God, who contained the
boundless God in her womb, your
building will hold God.”
The event was the culmination of a
weekend of events, with Vespers, the
celebratory banquet, and a luncheon.
“It is truly a joy to be able to serve
this wonderful parish and community, and to witness such a momentous event – the fruition of many
years of selfless service of Father
Nicholas Manikas and the love and
hard work of so many wonderful
parishioners!” Fr. Ben said. “I look
forward to working together with
the parishioners of St. Michael Orthodox Church and, with the help
of God, continuing to grow not
only the building, but the flock here
and the love that they have for those
around them.”
St. Michael’s got its start in the
summer of 1991, when a small
group of Orthodox Christians on
Cape Cod met with Fr. Matthew
George and began discussing forming a mission church. Fr. Matt began
holding services in a room over The
Gap store in Mashpee Commons
that, at times, were attended by just
four or five people.
By 1994, the church was called
the “Pan-Orthodox Mission of Cape
Cod.” This name was changed later
to St. Nicholas Orthodox Mission.
In 1995, St. George’s Orthodox
Church in Norwood was officially
named “mother” church of the
mission, with Fr. Joseph Kimmett
becoming its guardian. Services
were moved to a room above a rugcleaning plant. A visiting priest, “if
we could find one,” led the services,
or they were “Typica services led by
a layman,” Mr. Abodeely recalled.
John is an early member who has
served several terms as parish council president.

30 January 2016

Growing slowly but steadily, the
church began renting its current
space on Main Street in Cotuit in
1999. Often, Fr. Ephraim Peters of
Worcester drove the two hours on
Sunday mornings to conduct Divine
Liturgy, and he served the first Paschal season services in April 2000.
The parish was renamed St. Michael
the Archangel Orthodox Mission by
Metropolitan PHILIP.
Fr. Nick, newly retired from the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America and a new resident of Cape
Cod in August 2001, then became
a major driving force in the growth
of the parish. “Thus began a true
love affair between St. Michael’s and
Father Nick and his special Presbytera Effie,” Mr. Abodeely says.
“Father Nick served and grew St.
Michael’s until his second retirement in 2014. Then we were blessed
once again when Father Ben Kjendal and his beautiful family agreed
to serve St. Michael’s, which by then
had grown from a mission to a fullfledged church.”
With that growth, the parish
had in the intervening years purchased the Cotuit building and then
worked tirelessly to raise the funds
necessary to enlarge, renovate, and
customize both sacred and fellowship spaces.
November’s consecration events
included the dedication of three new
icons on the iconostasis: the Meeting of the Mother of God and Saint
Elizabeth, donated by Dr. Elizabeth
Stephos and her mother, Victoria
Stephos; St. George, given by current parish council president Marilyn George; and St. Porphyios, a
gift from Fr. Nick in memory of his
beloved daughter Pamela Manikas
Washek, a member of St. Demetrios
Greek Orthodox Church of Weston,
who died in 2012.

“This was my dream for many
years,” Fr. Nick said of the consecration. “Effie and I are so pleased
to be seeing this day come to pass.
And I want to leave you with a challenge – a challenge to grow the parish, perhaps to double it in the next
10 years.”
With the consecration, St. Michael’s is a church until the end of
time, Bishop JOHN said. “It means
that from now until the end of the
ages, God is pledged to work with
you and you are pledged to work
with God. That’s what it means to
be consecrated.”
Relics of St. Maximos the Confessor were carried in procession three
times around St. Michael’s and then
placed on the altar by the Bishop.
Also, the names of St. Michael’s
founders and all of its current members – about 90 families – have been
inscribed and permanently placed
on its altar.
Ms. George called the consecration “a beginning,” and, along
with former council presidents Mr.
Abodeely, Sub-deacon William
Crocker, and Paul Andrews, celebrated with all the families of the
church. Another former president,
Lorraine Reiley, having moved with
her husband, Forrest, to Maui in
2014, was unable to attend, but was
one of many banquet sponsors.
“You got to this point with a lot
of sacrifice from a lot of people,”
Bishop JOHN said after the consecration as the celebration luncheon
concluded. “It will be fun to watch
and to work with all of you and see
what God does here.”

ARCHDIOCESAN
OFFICE
ORDINATIONS
ABERNATHY, Paul, to the diaconate by Bishop
THOMAS on November 8, 2015, at Ss. Peter and Paul
Chapel, Antiochian Village, Pennsylvania. Deacon Paul
is attached to St. George in Bridgeville.
FULLER, Paul, to the diaconate by Bishop ANTHONY
on November 8, 2015, at St. Michael Church, Louisville,
Kentucky. Deacon Paul is completing his studies at St.
Vladimir’s Seminary.
VOLLMAN, Jeremiah (Jeremy), to the diaconate by
Metropolitan JOSEPH on August 16, 2015, at St. Paul
Church in Lynnwood, Washington. He is assigned to
that parish.

ELEVATIONS
CARTER, Deacon Joseph, to the dignity of Archdeacon
by Bishop BASIL on November 1, 2015, at St. George
Church, Houston, Texas.
SHADID, Priest James, to the dignity of Archpriest by
Bishop BASIL on November 1, 2015, at St. George
Church, Houston, Texas.
SOMMER, Father David, to the dignity of Archpriest
by Metropolitan JOSEPH on August 15, 2015, at St.
Andrew Church, Arlington, Washington.
WELZIG, Father Andrew, to the dignity of Archpriest by
Metropolitan JOSEPH on August 29, 2015, at Christ the
Savior Church, Spokane Valley, Washington.
YOUCHEZIN, John (Ivan), to the diaconate by Metropolitan JOSEPH on August 9, 2015, at St. Vincent of
Lerins Church, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. He
is assigned to that parish.

Text by Pamela Hitchins
Photos by Paul Andrews
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The Dioceses of Los Angeles
and Eagle River

Hosted By:
St. George, Phoenix
www.stgeorgeaz.org
www.laplc.org

Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of
North America Parishes

Antiochian Village
Summer Camp 2016

Registration is open!

June 30 - July 3, 2016

Save the Date!
A n t i o ch i a n V i l l a g e 2 0 1 6 A l u m n i Re u n i on
Celebrate the Feastday of St. Raphael and join us for the 15-year memorial of Fr. John Namie

[

]

November 4 - 6, 2016

Stay tuned for registration
information and schedule
for the weekend—

COMING SOON
…and plan to bring
the entire family!

2016 Session Dates:

Visit www.avcamp.org & get ready for the best two weeks of summer!
Antiochian Village Summer Camp is for campers ages 9-17. Our program
seeks to bring campers closer to Christ and their faith, develop important life
skills in young people, provide an experience of nature and God’s creation,
and so much more. If you haven’t sent your child to camp yet, now is the
time! Sessions fill quickly, so please don’t delay.



June 19 - July 1



June 19 - 26 (1-week)



July 3 - 15



July 17 - 29



July 31 - August 12
Sacred Arts Camps:

Antiochian Village
www.avcamp.org



Byzantine Chant Camp:
check website for dates



Iconography Camp:
July 17 - 25

“The Village is an amazing place where I made new friends,
discovered new things about myself, and most importantly grew closer to God.”

www.avcamp.org | (724) 238-9565

- Jad, 13 years old

Thursday, February 25, to Sunday February 28, 2016

Orthodox Music in North America
Metropolitan JOSEPH’s
Vision to Elevate our Sound

Sign up for Winter Camp 2016
February 12-15, 2016

· Featuring Music composed by
Modern Day Composers
· Vocal production, blend & sight-singing sessions
· Private voice lessons
· Byzantine Chant
· Teaching Methods that get Results
· Directing, pitching and theory sessions
· Youth Music Ministry-Encouraging
Teen Participation
· Spiritual Enrichment, Fellowship & Mentorship

Speaker: Fr. Ben Kjendal, pastor of St. Michael
the Archangel Orthodox Church, Cotuit, MA

Headliner - Composer, Director &
Jazz Musician NAZO ZAKKAK

H o s t e d by s t. j oh n t h e e va n g e l i s t, or i n d a , c a
For more info please contact

Visit our website for more information
If you have questions, please contact Chris Shadid at
chris@antiochianvillage.org, or call 724-238-9565 (ext. 505)

| Check WWW.ANTIOCHIAN.ORG/MUSIC for updates

Find us on Facebook: Department of Sacred Music,
Antiochian Orthodox Church of North America
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