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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

Dear Paul and Anastasia,

The top of the icon is of gold, reminding us of the

eternal glory of the Lord’s Kingdom (Luke 2:9).  We also

see the darkness being overcome by the inspired Light of

the star pointing to His birth (Num. 24:17; Matt. 2:2).

The 3 rays of light radiating from the star, speak to the

One Light of the Holy Trinity, bringing enlightenment to

this fallen world (John 1:5, 9).  To the left, are the three

Magi who followed the star to the Child (Isaiah 60:5-7;

Psalm 72:10,11; Matthew 2:1-11). 

 Just below, we see angels from on-high, looking on

(Luke 2:13, 14). Note the presence of the angels – three

on one side, reminding us of the Holy Trinity, and the

other nine, indicating the nine ranks of angels (Isaiah

6:1-6; Ge. 3:24; 1Thss. 4:16; Col. 1:16; Ephesians

1:21; 1 Peter 3:22; Hebrews 1:7, 14). 

With the Child in a manger, His birth is presented as occurring in a cave, a place where

cattle were kept. Note also how the darkness in the background, is overcome by the Light

of Christ (2 Corinthians 4:6).  Mary, the Theotokos (the one bearing God in her womb),

is shown on a bed used when traveling in those days. 

The Child is wrapped in swaddling cloths (Luke 2:12). Yet not in the typical manner.

Rather, He is wrapped in the manner of one having died, with the manger as if a coffin.

The Child was literally born to die (John 1:29; 1 Peter 1:18-21, for our sake.  

We received this letter from one of our prisoner-students. It arrived unexpectedly and  speaks
to a heart filled with the Joy of the Lord and His Nativity.  We thank him and the many
students who found the time to send us Christmas letters and cards. Our program is helping
the Lord in finding  many of the lost sheep seeking His Light.  Please help us as we help each
other in doing the Lord’s work.   Your prayers and donations are being well served. 
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The two animals – the ox and donkey – speak to the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah 1:3

and John 1:11, and the lack of hospitality the Lord would receive when He entered this world - in

contrast to Abraham– while yet born to those who would know and receive Him.  

Mary is covered in purple, a royal color, because she is of the house of King David and

therefore of royalty (Psalm 132:11, note: “body” here is literally “womb”, pointing to Mary, the

virgin birth, and her being of the house of David; Psalm 45:9-15).  (See also Isaiah 11: 1-5)

Below the manger, are the shepherds with their flocks, who would announce the birth of the

Child (Isaiah 60:7; Luke 2:8-17).  Note the plants, each appear to be bowing towards the Child

with other creatures, including the angels (Psalm 148). 

At bottom left, is righteous Joseph being tempted by a demon – the old man – that the

Lord would not put on human nature, making this Child not of God. And as Joseph covered her

shame before, as Christ covers ours shame (Isaiah 61:10, 11; Ephesians 5:25-27; Galatians

3:27), Joseph again choose to heed the Word of God and Holy Scripture.

Finally, we see the new-born Child being washed by two women. This reminds us of the

human nature of the Child – the Word Incarnate – who spends a portion of His childhood

being hidden in Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15). They also reminds us of those two midwives who

protected the infant child Moses, whose very names, Shiphrah (brightness) and Puah (glitter),

point to the Divinity of this Child.

The Gospel remains quite simple: “the power of God . . . saves us . . . by coming to us as

Jesus, being our Savior Christ, Who alone abolished death, bringing life and immortality to light”

(2 Timothy 1:8-10).  No one is excluded, for “an hour is coming in which all who are in the

tombs, shall hear His voice and come forth” (John 5:28, 29).  By His birth, death, burial, and

resurrection –  alone – death has been defeated, and with this, all shall be saved to Judgement.

This precious gift is the same for all mankind, for God being love, excludes no human, being of

Him, from His boundless grace and mercy. 

 REJOICE, CHRIST IS BORN!

You are in my thoughts and prayers.  May God grant you a blessed Nativity. 
May He bless you and St. Athanasius Academy, in all you do.

Sincerely,

Paul Goetz
SAAOT - Praying with prisoners APOSTLES PETER & PAUL

PRISONER EDUCATION–
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM


