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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy:

THE HOLY SPIRIT: 
ANNUNCIATION & PENTECOST

(From St. John of Damascus and the OSB Septuagint Old Testament)

In loving obedience, the Lord’s messenger came to Mary, the Virgin of prophecy.  Yet being of the
disgraced House of David and from the womb of Anna, this seemed near impossible. However, with glad-
tidings, the grace of the Holy Spirit became known, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with thee.”
While pondering such words, the angel said to her, “Fear not, Mary, for you have found favor with God. You
shall bring forth a Son, to be named Jesus.” His name lets us know He will deliverer and save the faithful
from their trespasses. Then she asks, “How can this be, since I know not a man?” The angel responds, “The
Holy Spirit shall came upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee. Therefore the Holy
One, whom shall be born from thee, shall be called the Son of God.” She offered in respond, “Behold, the
handmaid of the Lord. Let it be to me according to Your word.” Such is the wonder of the Holy Spirit..

      As to Pentecost, it fulfils the Feast of Weeks found in the Old Testament.  On this day, the Holy
Spirit descended on the Apostles of Jesus Christ, and those with them.  With the help of the Holy Spirit,
they then caught the world in their net.  The following helps explain the Ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

1. In His ministry, the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father to the faithful of His Church, through the
request of His Son and Word of God Incarnate. Thus the Father and His Son are active with the Holy Spirit,
in His ministry. For example, the Father and the Son are equally involved with the Holy Spirit, in Baptism.

2.  The Holy Spirit is unlimited, unchanged, and uncircumscribed, yet in Himself, He pervades and
contains all of creation.  At Pentecost, He came to minister to the confused world, to bring healing and
peace to everyone. How? By His people responding, participating, and interacting with His Spirit of Grace.

 3.  The Holy Spirit purposes to bring all to Christ, Jesus: 1) From unbelief to belief in Jesus and
His being the Christ – the Word and eternal Son of the Father, 2) by renouncing the devil and all false
teachings concerning death and Hades, and 3) our becoming cheerful givers and faithful servants.

4.  The Holy Spirit helps brings harmony and balance to His people, each individual, and His Church,
working as one with Jesus our Christ – the Truth. He helps brings forth the first fruits of love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, and faithfulness. Such joy may be contemplated under two headings:
Theology and Incarnation. Within Her history, the Holy Spirit has brought inspired truth and clarity through
the Seven Ecumenical Councils and writings of Her renowned Holy Fathers. The Creed of the Church is an
excellent example.

In Christ our Lord,  

Paul Goetz,  St. Athanasius Academy 

The work of the Academy continues and we are thankful for your prayers and financial help.
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