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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

From this month’s offering:
Gospel of John: The Healing Waters of Pentecost  

The Jews Persecute The Man Made Whole ( John 5:10-15)

10 Therefore the Jews said to the healed man, "It is the Sabbath. It is not lawful for you to take

up your bed." 11 But he answered and said to them, "He who made me healthy said to me, ‘Take

up your bed and walk.'" 12 They answered him, "Who is the man who said to you, "Take up your

bed and walk?" 13 The healed  man did not know who it was, for Jesus withdrew from the

multitude in that place.

1.  Imagine the cruel hearts of the Jews desiring to condemn a man paralyzed, with  little hope, for

thirty-eight years.  Yet now healed of the sickness of the fleshly body, they choose not to celebrate. Instead

they accused him of breaking the Sabbath. Why? Because by taking up his bed, joying in being able to walk,

he had done work on the Lord's Day. From their legalistic view, forgetting the compassion of the Lord, this

action was in open violation against the commandment regarding the Sabbath Day: "Remember the

Sabbath Day, to keep it holy (to the Lord).  Six days man shall labor and do all their work, but the seventh

day is the Sabbath, in honor of the Lord your God (the I AM).  In it you shall do no work: neither you, nor

your son, your daughter, your male servant, your female servant, your cattle, and your stranger who sojourns

with you. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them, and rested -on

the seventh day (in contemplation of the Lord and His workings). Therefore, the Lord blessed the Sabbath Day

and hallowed this."(its purpose and purposing, and in His Name ) 

2.  Question: Did the work of carrying the bed, truly break the commandment regarding the

Sabbath?  Technically yes, within the blindness of the letter of the Law, so indicated later in the chapter.

Yet it may be more beneficial to consider the motive of the Jewish leaders, as to why accuse a man healed

by an unexplained miracle. Perhaps the real motives were two fold: 1) envy and malice, and 2) a fear of the

Person Who healed a person, one they deemed unworthy by their law. For certain, it was not about the

Commandment given Moses, for they had often broken these themselves. Instead they perhaps offered this

excuse to hide their real concerned – the who, the how, why, and by what means, was he healed.

   3.  Nevertheless, the healed man paid no attention to their charge, asking no pardon nor offering

excuses.  Instead he proclaimed with a bold voice, the beneficial joy and thankful appreciation, for being

made whole.  He confessed the Benefactor as the source of this wondrous miracle. And though not knowing

Who He was, his courageous attitude revealed a daring boldness before the accusing Jews. And though

ignorant of His Name, the One who healed his paralysis, he knew Him as his Savior. 
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4.  Within legalisms, one can see how quickly great evil can show forth from envy; how it so darkens
the heart, that the promise of salvation and eternal life, becomes ignored and forgotten. Truly, people who

become hopeless can chose to harm themselves. Yet far worse is when we seek to injure another person for
reasons of envy or jealousy. In both cases, there is a willful turning away from the healing Grace of the Lord.
Yet for the one who returns to Him, with a heart ready, a greater joy is re-discovered.  While sadly for the
hard hearted, there is a great risk of losing the eternal promise endowed within them, by their Creator. 

5.  Such a situation is worse than a wild animal, for wild animals do not plot evil against their own
best interest.  Even more, these madmen plotted against one of their own, one who claims the One divine
Creator as Savior. Stiff-necked, they worked contrary to His universal love, putting law before His Grace.

6. As a result, in their plotting against the one they envied, they revealed how far they had already
turned from their Lord, the “I AM, the I AM”.  And in acting out their malicious thoughts, they were in
process of relinquishing their ever-lasting relationship with their Creator and Lawgiver. 

7. What followed is similar to what often happens when one turns from Him in distrust or rejects

His Covenant  – all kinds of evil and despondency. Therefore, let us sustain our attention on our Lord, as
best we can.  For as His adopted children, He calls us to participate in the healing powers of Pentecost and
His living waters. This means learning to love those who chose to hate or despise our way of life, with a

courageous boldness.  Such is the high-calling of the Incarnate Word of God, Jesus our Christ – the Perfect
Image of His eternal and Unbegotten Father.

Let us share this gift of Pentecost and the healing power of His eternal water, with those suffering under the

burdens, vain standards, and empty fears of this world.  May our lives continue to reflect the compassionate
kindness of our Lord, made manifest to us through His Cross, His Baptism, and Light of Transfiguration.

What better way to be and become good and faithful servants of our Lord and Father, than in His Name.

If you have questions, please ask, as we invite your conversation.

Like you, we are seeking His Instructions, not our own. 

   Sincerely

   Paul Goetz

From a prisoner-student: “Your patience and words of understanding, helped me to find a
peace I never thought possible in prison.  I have learned to see past the guilt of my actions,
and to see my fellow prisoner, as a person the Lord desires to save. It beats all the anger
one hears here.  It’s bad.  I now look to Jesus Christ as my hope and my peace.  Thank you
for your words.  I hope I can bring this to fellow prisoners. Thank you again.”

Please remember our prisoner-students.  

We are doing our best but without the financial help from others, this  ministry 

of love could not happen.  The Lord can transform hearts, but they need you, too.
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