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What if parish life reflected such citizenship? 
What if everyone took turns setting up and clean-
ing up? What if everyone took turns shopping and 
typing? What if everyone took turns folding bul-
letins and labeling envelopes? What if everyone 
visited the sick and encouraged folks when they 
got discouraged? Imagine a parish with a hundred 
percent participation. That would be one hop-
ping place. Such a church requires a generation 
of  Orthodox leaders prepared for true Christian 
leadership.

Citizenship is not something that we can take 
for granted any longer. As our world becomes 
more and more consumer-oriented, families need 
to be more deliberate about teaching citizenship. 
Parents need to teach children about sharing and 
serving. Our relationship with God is dependent 
on our ability to serve, because our relationship 
with God is between Lord and servant. If we don’t 
understand servanthood, how can we connect 
with God? We cannot relate to God as if He were 
our employee or peer. God is the Lord, and we 
His servants. 

Servants cannot fulfill their mission in a life of 
service without willingness and opportunities to 
serve. The Church and families offer such oppor-
tunities, which lead to self-actualization and inner 
peace. It is our human nature to be in Christ’s 

priesthood; serving God and sharing His love for 
mankind. It is our vocation to praise God and love 
each other. This citizenship starts at home, and 
unless you are lucky enough to have an Orthodox 
school like Theophany, reinforcement in the mod-
ern world will be a rare find.

After my visit to Theophany, I must encourage 
others to start Orthodox schools where citizen-
ship, service and stewardship can be modeled and 
encouraged. I must also encourage families to be 
deliberate about teaching youth about Orthodox 
citizenship by assigning daily leadership jobs and 
making sure that the children fulfill their duties.

My metaphor for my life as a bishop is that of 
a Theophany School child-leader. Some days I’m 
called to lead like the prayer leader, while other 
days I may be the flag-holder, story-time book-
chooser, snack-waiter, table-setter, snack and 
lunch clean-up monitor, pet-feeder, gardener, line 
engine, or the “caboose.” Perhaps the bishop’s 
Judgment Day will be mostly about the job as the 
caboose: leading and following so as not to leave 
anyone behind. I think that that my metaphor as 
a Theophany School child leader probably could 
be a metaphor for your life of ministry in Christ 
as well.

Bishop JOHN

My Visit to an Orthodox Pre-school School

editor’s letter

ne of my first visits as a bishop was to the Theophany School in Needham, Massa-
chusetts, where I learned more than I taught. This was for me greatly unexpected. At 
Theophany, each of the leadership positions rotates daily. Each day, a child is chosen 
to be the either the prayer-leader, flag-holder, story-time book-chooser, snack-waiter, 

table-setter, snack and lunch clean-up monitor, pet-feeder, gardener, line engine, or – my all-time 
favorite – “caboose.” The caboose is in charge of being last in line. From this position, she makes 
sure that everyone gets to where he or she is supposed to be. She is the one who looks out for 
everybody, assuring that no one is left behind.



From my youth up, an old lullaby 
has echoed in my head:

Mumma, see the tiny ducks? 

On the shore the old hen clucks. 

Mumma, tell me, what’s the matter? 

Why she’s making such a clatter? 

She is running to and fro, 

While the ducklings paddling go. 

Mumma, she can’t understand 

Why they’re swimming from the land. 

She’s afraid the water’ll hurt them. 

Into chicks she can’t convert them.

Mumma, see the tiny ducks? 

On the shore the old hen clucks.

I begin my message today with this lullaby, be-
cause I didn’t have a more compelling or insight-
ful story to tell, and because I believe it’s time to 
get back to basics. For those of you not familiar 
with the lullaby story: farmers who didn’t have 
cable or satellite TV, and no place to go for en-
tertainment, might find a duck egg or two, and 
slip them into a hen house. When the ducklings 
hatch, they follow the hen that hatched the eggs, 
thinking her to be their mother, while the hen is 
thinking them to be her chicks. Then one day the 
ducklings waddle into a pond. The hen, know-
ing her chicks can’t swim, panics, unable to save 
them from what she assumes is their certain fate! 
This is almost ancient farm-time entertainment.

You might think this to be an illustration about 
imprinting. You might think it a lesson about the 
age-old nature/nurture debate. I call it to your at-
tention to speak about our human nature. God 
creates ducks to swim, something the ducks can 
do without instruction or example. They some-
how are naturally drawn to the water, and there 
they paddle with webbed feet our God gave to 

them. Because man is in the image and likeness 
of God, the nature of man is to love God and to 
care for one another. This natural call is rein-
forced by the revelation of the scriptures and the 
example of the new-Adam, Jesus Christ Himself. 
Just as our ducklings find delight in being ducks 
and paddling around the pond, so, too, we find joy 
and comfort from loving our God and caring for 
each other. The chickens of the world, and even 
of our parishes, panic when seeing us delight in 
our mission as ducks. They are about some other 
business, a business often unnatural for man, and 
unnatural for churches. They cluck and they clat-
ter, running to and fro. They make such a clatter. 
Like the ducklings, may you always enjoy your 
swim and not become distracted by their racket 
on the shore.

I believe it time to get back to the basics. For 
me, these basics are “God is great, God is good 
and God chooses to love us and chooses for us to 
share in His love.” We are created to reflect this 
God who is great, good and love. We will only 
find happiness and contentment when we accept 
and return His love. To do so is as much in our 
nature as swimming is in the nature of the duck. 
Real joy and happiness can come only when we 
are clear in understanding these principles. We 
cannot be content to live like chickens on the 
sidelines, nor can we be content when we deny 
our nature and serve anything other than God and 
His people. You as graduates must ensure that His 
people follow the example of the duck, and do 
not become chickens clacking from the shore. 
You, the graduates, are to model and teach God’s 
people how to serve God and His people in what-
ever job or vocation the people practice. This is to 
fulfill your nature and find satisfaction and joy in 
life. I believe that there can be no real happiness, 
joy or contentment without fulfilling our human-
ity, made in God’s image, by serving the Father 
and His people. This is the royal priesthood of 
Christ that the Word became incarnate to create. 
The royal priesthood is simply our God-given na-

ture. To be a Christian is to bring God to 
man and man to God.

I began by saying that God is great. 
Like God, we can move mountains. God’s 
greatness encompasses His indescribable 
and immeasurable power, understanding, 
knowledge, and immortality. God’s good-
ness is equally without measure, caring and 
loving without any holding back or malice. 
Lastly, we affirm that God says in the Gos-
pels of Matthew and John that He wants us 
to have life and be saved. God is on our side. We 
need to hold these truths and teach them.

While our God reveals Himself to be both 
good and great, our experience of God has been 
filtered and distorted by our relationships with 
our parents and authority figures. Man is in the 
image of God, but man’s images of God are most-
ly in man’s image. We project our limited attri-
butes as humans onto God, confusing ourselves 
and each other. We project the shortsightedness 
and limitation of our parents and teachers onto 
God. You church leaders are to build relationships 
with people that will challenge distorted thoughts 
and images of God, and to correct these thoughts. 
Use the parables of the Kingdom as your source 
and authority. Use your relationships to model 
love, forgiveness and Christian joy.

Already three or more years ago, you came to 
this venerable and historic place to be prepared 
to live among God’s people and to share the 
abundant life that God has given you. Some of 
you will be ordered or ordained for specific minis-
tries in the Church. Others will simply witness to 
God’s people without holy orders. Without orders 
is not without responsibility and is not without 
order. To whom much is given, much is expected. 
Surely you learned here that the Church, like the 
Kingdom of God to come, is ordered and orderly. 
Order, like cleanliness, is next to godliness. It is 
your responsibility as Christian leaders to work 
with your bishops and clergy to lead God’s people 
into the Kingdom. You are to keep the unity of the 
Church and, at the same time, maintain the truth 
delivered to us from the Apostles. No simple task.

You are commencing a life in the Church to 
bring this world to reflect the world to come.

You are doing so in a society that is very differ-
ent from the society and norms that Sts. Tikhon 
and Raphael met. This world today is more hos-

tile to Christianity and God’s message. The level 
of this hostility and contempt for Christianity has 
not been seen since the “tolerance of Christianity” 
under Constantine. You are entering an American 
society that so values self and self-direction that 
people believe they can stand in judgment of 
you, your Church, and your God. Modern West-
ern man, and, I would even say, modern Western 
Christians, some of whom are baptized and sit-
ting in our pews, don’t believe that there is objec-
tive truth or reality; rather, they believe that each 
person has equal truths and frames his own real-
ity. Modern man doesn’t think that we can know 
anything that happened outside of his individual 
experiences, regardless of proofs and witnesses. 
You can hardly convince today’s youth of Wash-
ington crossing the Delaware, let alone an empty 
tomb of an incarnate God. They don’t trust his-
tory or witnesses.

Nevertheless, I am excited about you and your 
life in Christ’s own ministry. I have had a most 
wonderful life sharing God’s love with His peo-
ple. I have had countless relationships allowing 
me to witness God’s healing grace in the lives of 
the people I have served, and often with non-Or-
thodox neighbors and friends. By living a faithful 
life among people, I have seen people come to 
God and change their lives. We, the graduates to-
day and the fathers and graduates of my genera-
tion, share the same priesthood in Christ Jesus. 
We share the same faith and same tradition. We 
share the same apostolicity, vision and life. It is 
the same Holy Spirit that enlightens and guides 
us. Learn to trust the Holy Spirit and His work in 
you. Learn to trust the Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
our model, and whose scriptures will guide you. 
Learn to trust in the forgiveness and love of our 
Heavenly Father. Learn to trust each other, so that 
God can speak to you through the God-given re-
lationships that we share in His Church. Learn to 
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trust the Church, an institution of God that, like 
Christ, is both human and divine. The Church is 
an organization that God still uses, despite the 
people in it who are still maturing and being pu-
rified. Learn to trust yourself and your ability to 
discern within the Spirit of God and within the 
tradition of our faith.

I am excited for you as you begin your journeys 
in the Church. God has given me, and I know He 
will give you, countless opportunities to express 
His love for His people. Acting in His priesthood, 
you will bring modern man to God, and God to 
modern man. You will share the delight of God 
the Father when each prodigal returns. You will 
share God’s joy when each lost sheep is found. 
You will share in God’s peace when your presence 
brings God’s peace to his frightened children in 
crises. No vocation can be more rewarding than 
the vocations this class embarks on, whatever 
they might be.

Some of the chickens in churches you will 
live in and serve are really ducks who need to 
discover their God-given vocation. You will con-
vert some of them when you show them God’s 
love. Some of the chickens you will simply out-
live and bury. When you give them back to God, 
pray for His mercy, even if the chickens annoyed 
you royally. Still other chickens will be like an ir-
ritant in your skin that will produce pearls. They 
will purify you and help you grow. Think of them 
as gifts and challenges. Show them God’s mercy, 
and learn from them how much humor and love 
God really has.

The chickens and unconverted ducks of this 
world will tell you that the Church is full of hyp-
ocrites. This charge is true, but Christ took on 
flesh and hung on the cross for all us hypocrites. 
The chickens of this world will tell you that belief 
in God is not scientific. Ask them whether there 
is enough science to prove they exist, and that 
they are not someone else’s dream or delusion. 
Point to your own relationship with God, which 
could not exist unless God loved. The chickens 
and unconverted ducks of the world will speak of 
injustice in the world. There has not been any jus-
tice on earth since the fall; this is a direct result 
of mankind’s choice to be gods themselves and 
not follow God and His justice. This is the sin of 
modern man, the very sin of Adam.

Don’t be converted by the chickens. We are 
God’s ducks. God loves us, He chooses us and 
He ministers to us as we minister in His name to 
each other. Stay close to your godly relationships; 
they are the water of God’s unending springs. You 
need them, because without God and each other 
you too will be a duck who thinks he’s a chicken. 
Don’t run to and fro. Rest each day, having been 
honest before God and honest before the people 
you serve. Don’t take on responsibility for the 
relationships between God and each parishioner. 
That would hinder the relationship. Simply be 
faithful. May God bless you and keep you in His 
ministry and in His care.
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With the Orthodox Faith as the core of its life, 
Theophany School provides Boston-area students 
with an educational approach that is holistic, 
challenging and character-centered. Theophany’s 
mission is Orthodox, and the mission of every 
educational body: “To promote the intellectual, 
moral and social development of young people.” 
Step into the school and you see classes that re-
semble a liturgy, as students learn in a peaceful, 
joyful and creative environment. You see

... love and care, when teachers embrace stu-
dents as they enter the school or students help 
each other find that special crayon for that 
special drawing; 
... patience, as students learn to take turns, or 
wait for their friends to catch up; 
... respect for one another and respect be-
tween adults and students;
... quiet reflection when students start their 
day standing together around the icons, pray-
ing and chanting in the many languages of the 
Orthodox faith; 
... a hunger for learning, as teachers guide stu-
dents into a deeper understanding of the world 
around them; 
... the artful development of empathy, as best 
seen when a student expresses sorrow for 
hurting someone’s feelings, and also forgive-
ness when the hurt individual accepts the 
apology and embraces his or her friend; 
... a sensory-based setting in which the ap-
proaches to learning feature touching, tasting 
and feeling the world, just as a liturgy moves 
us closer to Christ.

Theophany shows us that Orthodoxy – through 
love for one another, quiet prayer and use of all 
the senses – not only develops the moral char-
acter of our students, but also prepares children 
to be caring members of their community and 

life-long learners. It is the safety and security of 
being loved by God and each other upon which 
Theophany builds its strong academic approach. 
At Theophany, it is our central belief that students 
will excel academically in classrooms where they 
are loved and nurtured, and feel secure. 

At Theophany, it comes down to the teaching. 
Our teachers nurture, stimulate and support the 
God-given gifts and talents of each student. They 
have worked in many different educational set-
tings and can take the best from different curri-
cula to create an individualized approach for each 
student. So if a student learns best through touch, 
you can bet that student will be practicing let-
ter development at the sand table. Math skills are 
taught in context. Students count out leaves for 
their rainforest mural, or measure ingredients for 
cookies. The school’s small setting allows teach-
ers to leave behind a typical, one-size-fits-all, 
educational model for an inspired, individual ap-
proach that cultivates each student’s God-given 
intellectual talents. 

Most telling is what our alumni families return 
to say. Theophany students, we hear, shine as 
model citizens of their new classrooms; they are 
often held as role models for others; and they ex-
hibit a love of learning that propels them to focus, 
ask questions and show that they are independent 
learners. This is Orthodox Education at its best.

Jen Nahas
Member, Theophany School Board of Trustees

Executive Director, Orthodox Christian Fellowship

Theophany:  
Personal Nurture, 
the Foundation  
for Learning

Back to Basics



however, they are cheered and championed as 
never before. Instead of being places to avoid, 
Sodom and Gomorrah have become “the place 
to be.” Meanwhile, as during Old and New Testa-
ment times, the faithful trying to live according 
to the Gospel are harassed and mocked by the 
unfaithful. So how does an Orthodox Christian 
deal with this situation? The same way God has 
dealt with us forever, by going beyond tolerance 
to love, and, at times … tough love.

In many moral controversies today, such as 
“open-marriage,” assisted suicide, abortion, so-
called mercy-killing, and “gay marriage,” some 
argue that we should accept conduct that, in the 
Old Testament, was punishable by death. A few 
pseudo-Christian extremists go around the coun-
try saying that 9/11 and other tragedies are our 
punishment for accepting these behaviors, and 
that those who practice them should die because 
God hates them! (God does not hate anyone! Ha-
tred is the province of Satan and his demons, who 
want us all to hate. Anyone who hates is not of 
God, as St. John the Theologian makes clear: “He 
who does not love does not know God, for God is 
love” [1 John 4:8]). God loves us; however, like 
any parent, He does get angry when His children 
do self-destructive things. While He repeatedly 
sent the Hebrews into exile for rejecting Him, He 
never completely wiped them out. (Just ask Noah, 
Jeremiah, Daniel, and so forth.) He would have 
spared Sodom and Gomorrah for ten righteous 
people (Genesis18:32–33). We of the “Christian 
Era” have launched Crusades in which the crusad-
ers killed as many Christians as infidels, and have 
spent centuries torturing, maiming, and impris-
oning people, all in the name of Christ. We make 
nukes, napalm, anthrax, wipe out whole species 
which He created, and kill each other with impu-
nity – yet He lets us live. He Himself said,

“If a wicked man turns from all his sins 
which he has committed, keeps all My stat-
utes, and does what is lawful and right, he 
shall surely live; he shall not die. None of 
the transgressions which he has committed 
shall be remembered against him; because 
of the righteousness which he has done, he 
shall live. Do I have any pleasure at all that 
the wicked should die?” says the Lord God, 
“and not that he should turn from his ways 
and live?” (Ezekiel 18: 21–23). 

Despite all we’ve done, He sent His Son to save 
us. (This is why we say, “Lord have mercy” so of-
ten.) Since He still loves us despite our moral fail-
ings, we must do likewise with others, lest we be 
like the unforgiving servant (Matthew18:21–35).

In the New Testament, Christ doesn’t abol-
ish the crimes or punishments laid out in the Old 
Testament, but He puts them in a new light. An 
adulterous woman is brought to Him by the men 
of the village, to see if He will say that she should 
be executed for her crime, as taught in the let-
ter of the Mosaic Law (Deuteronomy 22:13–30; 
Leviticus 20:10; John 8:3–11). Christ does not 
abolish the penalty, but says that only one who is 
without sin can carry it out justly – and that one 
is Christ Himself. Then, as the only Righteous 
Judge, He grants the woman the opportunity to 
repent, as He would later grant the same to Peter, 
despite Peter’s denials of Him. No one but Christ 
determines ultimately who is saved and who is 
damned. For this reason – not to mention the Ten 
Commandments and the Golden Rule – hating, 
judging or condemning, and especially abusing 
or harassing people whose conduct and beliefs 
don’t square with Scripture is a sin, because no 
one abides by Scripture perfectly – except Christ. 

That being said, St. Paul also warns us to avoid 
being led away by strange doctrines, but to hold 
fast the Gospel as Christ delivered it to him and 
the Apostles, and as he delivers it to us. We do 
well to follow St. Paul here, and not the “enlight-
ened” scholar who “corrects” the interpretation 
of the Bible to make it fit modern mores, claim-
ing that St. Paul and the Evangelists obviously 
intended what the scholar intends, despite what 
we see in the Bible (see Mark 7:6–8 and 2 Corin-
thians 11:1–15). Saint Paul says: “Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 
13:8–9). One Christian group has posters that 
say, “Do not put a period where God put a comma 
... Christ is still speaking.” The Orthodox Church 
agrees, but as St. Matthew relates in Chapter 
5:17–19, Christ tells us,

“Do not think that I came to destroy the 
Law or the Prophets. I did not come to de-
stroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, 
till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or 
one tittle will by no means pass from the law 
till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks 
one of the least of these commandments, and 
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perspective
tolerance

AN ORTHODOX

Jesus answered him, “The first of all the com-
mandments is ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, 
the Lord is one; and you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with 
all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This 
is the first commandment. And the second, like 
it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as your-
self.’ There is no other commandment greater 
than these.” So the scribe said to Him, “Well said, 
Teacher. You have spoken the truth, for there is 
one God, and there is no other but He. And to love 
Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, 
with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to 
love one’s neighbor as oneself, is more than all 
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” Now when 
Jesus saw that he answered wisely, He said to 
him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”

Mark 12:29-34

And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but 

be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humil-
ity correcting those who are in opposition, if God 
perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they 
may know the truth, and that they may come to 
their senses and escape the snare of the devil, 
having been taken captive by him to do his will.

2 Timothy 2:24-26 

We are bombarded with the message that we 
are to be tolerant of the beliefs and practices of 
others. “Tolerant,” however, has come to mean 
“accept and condone without question or reser-
vation”; failure to practice this form of tolerance 
makes one intolerant and a hater. These asser-
tions are addressed especially to those from tra-
ditional Christian backgrounds who acknowledge 
that the truths in Scripture are absolute, not rela-
tive, as secular and liberal society views them. It 
must be noted, too, that when entirely secularized 
people refuse to be tolerant of “traditional val-
ues,” they are called progressive, open-minded 
and enlightened, anything but intolerant; while 
traditional Christians are considered deluded, 
superstitious, brain-washed, and ignorant. (This 
is so despite the fact that – in all ages – living 
a Christian life requires a concerted effort and 
personal dedication –a clear choice. Just ask the 
Virgin Mary and the Martyrs.)

On the other end of the spectrum, there are 
those few who claim to hold traditional Christian 
values, but go beyond intolerance to outright ha-
tred; unfortunately, those who try to stand up for 
Christian beliefs in a peaceful manner are lumped 
together with these pseudo-Christian extremists. 

The common thread between the dogmatic 
secularists and the traditionalist extremists is 
their “all-or-nothing” attitudes; they are two sides 
of the same coin. For Orthodox Christians, nei-
ther side is right.

As with every generation since Adam and Eve, 
amorality and immorality abound; in our time, 

“Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin.”
“Don’t be so open-minded that 

your brains fall out.” 



son is from any group. Saint Paul tells us how to 
handle those who refuse to accept what Christ 
teaches: “If anyone does not obey our word in this 
epistle, note that person and do not keep com-
pany with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet do 
not count him as an enemy, but admonish him 
as a brother” (2 Thessalonians 3:14–15). We are 
to witness to the truth sternly, resolutely, humbly, 
in the same way Christ witnessed to it on earth. 
As President Lincoln once said: “With malice to-
wards none, with charity for all.” 

Thus the Orthodox Church’s teaching con-
cerning relations with those of other beliefs and 
behaviors differs greatly from alternative under-
standings of tolerance. We are to show love for all 
and respect for their right to their beliefs, in any 
case, even those beliefs that differ from ours. (So 
the Good Samaritan did not treat the victimized 
Jew differently, despite the animosity between 
their groups [Luke 10:25–37].) At the same time, 
we are to resist “peer pressure” and refuse to en-
dorse and condone what Scripture does not en-
dorse or condone, as the Prophet Nathan did with 
King David over his taking of Bathsheba, for ex-
ample. Just as others today stand for their beliefs, 
we should stand for the truth. We can do so in a 
non-confrontational manner, but simply say, “That 
goes against my beliefs, and, as you want your be-
liefs respected, I hope you’ll respect mine.” If our 
interlocutor asks why, we can explain the scrip-
tural reasons, as St. Paul directs, “speaking the 
truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15). (Ask your priest 
for help, if needed.) If he or she doesn’t question 
us, we can move on (Romans 16:7; 2 Thessalo-
nians 3:6).

This applies chiefly to personal relationships; 
when it comes to anti-Scriptural beliefs and stan-
dards being codified in law or government regula-
tions – especially in this country of free speech 
and beliefs – we can and must state the truth, still 
following St. Paul’s admonition from Ephesians, 
yet never wavering until the truth wins out (either 
by vote or court decision or the Second Coming). 
Archbishop IAKOVOS, of thrice-blessed memory, 
exemplified this when he marched with the ever-
memorable Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at a time 
and in a region where it was unquestionably po-
litically incorrect to call for equal rights for black 
people, and supporters were hated with a demonic 
passion. Our witness to the truth, however, must 

be made with respect, as the Prophet Daniel re-
spectfully greeted Nebuchadnezzar with “O King, 
you are the King of Kings,” and then proceeded to 
state what God desired firmly and humbly (Daniel 
2:36–45). As in all things, we Christians must not 
only speak the truth; more importantly, we must 
live it, as the renowned ascetic Francis of Assisi 
said, “Preach the Gospel at all times, and if you 
must, use words.” Don’t give fire-and-brimstone 
exhortations; those turn people off. Christ wants 
people to flee sin … not other people.

We commit sins regularly, yet Christ still loves 
us. He refuses to condone the sin, but He still 
loves us; we are to love others the same way. 
In this way, we are beyond “tolerant”; we are 
 Christian. 

That we should no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro and carried about with ev-
ery wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, 
in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 
but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up 
in all things into Him who is the head – Christ 
– from whom the whole body, joined and knit 
together by what every joint supplies, ac-
cording to the effective working by which ev-
ery part does its share, causes growth of the 
body for the edifying of itself in love (Ephe-
sians 4:14–16; New King James Version).

Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what 
is evil. Cling to what is good. Be kindly affec-
tionate to one another with brotherly love, in 
honor giving preference to one another; not 
lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in tribu-
lation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; dis-
tributing to the needs of the saints, given to 
hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 
Be of the same mind toward one another. Do 
not set your mind on high things, but associ-
ate with the humble. Do not be wise in your 
own opinion. Repay no one evil for evil. Have 
regard for good things in the sight of all men. 
If it is possible, as much as depends on you, 
live peaceably with all men (Romans 12:8–
10; New King James Version).

Daniel Manzuk
Reader, St. Panteleimon Church, Summit, Illinois

teaches men so, shall be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and 
teaches them, he shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven.”

A similar point is made repeatedly by Saint 
Paul, especially in Galatians 6: 6–12: 

I marvel that you are turning away so 
soon from Him who called you in the grace 
of Christ, to a different gospel, which is not 
another; but there are some who trouble you 
and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 
But even if we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel to you than what 
we have preached to you, let him be ac-
cursed. As we have said before, so now I 
say again, if anyone preaches any other 
gospel to you than what you have received, 
let him be accursed. For do I now persuade 
men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For 
if I still pleased men, I would not be a bond-
servant of Christ. But I make known to you, 
brethren, that the gospel which was preached 
by me is not according to man. For I neither 
received it from man, nor was I taught it, 
but it came through the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.

Christ is always saying the same thing. Christ 
teaches that we are to love those who hate us, 
revile us, and persecute us (Matthew 5:43–48; 
Luke 6:27–36); and we are to love everyone (1 
John 3:10–24). That does not mean, however, 
that we have to condone, bless and embrace their 
views or behavior. Like any parent, the Father 
loves us unconditionally, but He did not embrace 
the immorality of the people of the Old Testament 
and He does not embrace the immoral views and 
practices of those under the New Testament. If 
He did, the Gospels and Epistles combined would 
be two lines long; for if God approves of our sins, 
they wouldn’t be sins, and Christ would not have 
had to die to expunge them.

Christ doesn’t condone our sinful acts, and 
His tears in Gethsemane were as much for our 
lack of true repentance, as they were for Himself. 
This is little different from a parent crying when 
his or her child chooses to drink, do drugs, act 
irresponsibly, befriend the wrong people – in es-
sence, take the wrong path: the parent cries be-
cause he or she loves the child, but hates what 

the child is doing and, though it may alienate the 
child, the parent will not condone his or her ac-
tions. John the Baptist preached publicly against 
Herod, but did not hate him. The Apostle Paul of-
ten castigated those he wrote (especially the Cor-
inthians), but he did so in love. Most importantly, 
Christ repeatedly chastised the Pharisees, Saddu-
cees, chief priests, elders, scribes, laypeople and 
even the Apostles (mostly Peter) for their false 
views; but He never stopped loving them. We are 
to do likewise.

God did lay down how He wants us to live, and 
what conduct He will not accept. As Orthodox 
Christians we are to witness to the manner of liv-
ing contained in Scripture, and not self-righteous-
ly denounce others, as the Pharisee did the Pub-
lican in the parable (Luke 18:9–14), nor as the 
Pharisees did to the man born blind (John 9:13–
34), nor as the Pharisees’ denounced Christ, for 
Christ Himself said: 

“Judge not, and you shall not be judged. 
Condemn not, and you shall not be con-
demned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 
Give, and it will be given to you: good mea-
sure, pressed down, shaken together, and 
running over will be put into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that you use, it will be 
measured back to you.” “And why do you look 
at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not 
perceive the plank in your own eye? Or how 
can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me 
remove the speck that is in your eye,’ when 
you yourself do not see the plank that is in 
your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the 
plank from your own eye, and then you will 
see clearly to remove the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye” (Luke 6:37–38, 41–42).

We do not determine whether someone is go-
ing to hell or not! We do not get to condemn the 
person for his or her beliefs! Christ alone has that 
authority (John 5:22–30). To prevent misunder-
standing: while the hierarchy can exclude those 
who refuse to accept the Church’s teachings from 
the care of the Church (excommunication), the 
excommunicated person is not condemned; God 
is the only one who makes that decision: “Those 
who are outside, God judges…” (1 Corinthians 
5:13). The excommunicated are simply removed 
from the community, just as any disruptive per-
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St. Matthew’s Gospel concludes with our Lord’s 
Great Commission, that we should “go forth” and 
teach the entire world what He has revealed. This 
command is directed to every Orthodox Chris-
tian, to each and every one of us, through Holy 
Baptism. This is the mission for which every gen-
eration is chosen; the ministry that each of us, as 
part of the royal priesthood, offers (1 Peter 2:9). 
In order to fulfill this command, we must know 
several things: the message; the people to whom 
we are delivering the message; and the means by 
which to deliver the message.

In the secular world, this is known as a com-
munications plan. In the Church it is evangelism, 
bringing the people the Good News of Christ. In 
principle, what we are discussing is no different 
from any other communications plan devised by 
businesses, organizations, or political campaigns. 
At the same time, it is so that the world might 
know ‘God the Father, and Jesus Christ whom 
[He] has sent’ (John 17:3), the gift of eternal life. 
This is true mission work and evangelism.

Message

Fortunately for us, the holy Fathers, in their 
faithfulness to the Word and Spirit of God, to the 
Holy Scripture and Holy Tradition, have already 
preserved and presented the message. Their 
teachings and witness in the light of the Gospel 
and Holy Tradition have already been transmitted 
to us through the Holy Orthodox Faith. Having 
received this treasure, this ‘pearl of great price’ 
(Matthew 13:46) means that we have the means 

to accomplish the first of our tasks, that is, to 
know the message. This is not simply accom-
plished by memorizing it, but by living it. To place 
this in a secular context, ‘you can only sell what 
you know.’ At first, the disciples understood that 
they had been given the authority to heal the sick, 
but they didn’t live the faith that was required. 
This is why, when they could not heal the boy pos-
sessed, Christ reminded them that ‘this kind does 
not go out except by prayer and fasting’ (Matthew 
17:21). The message must live in us and trans-
form us, so that St. Paul’s words are fulfilled: ‘It is 
Christ in me who lives’ (Gal. 2:20).

Audience

Our task now is to identify our audience. 
Christ in His earthly ministry encountered many 
people from many backgrounds and situations: 
faithful and faithless, Jew and Gentile, male and 
female, righteous and sinful. We will also meet 
many people at different places in their lives. It 
helps if we can identify the ‘crowds’ gathered to-
gether in our lives.

The most obvious audience to whom we should 
communicate the message is those in our imme-
diate sphere of influence. They are the so-called 
‘low-hanging fruit.’ These are our family mem-
bers, followed by our neighbors, our friends at 
school, our co-workers, and those with whom we 
socialize on a regular basis. This is a good start-
ing point for us. It is also where Christ began. 
Some of His disciples are from his family; chil-
dren of Joseph and cousins, those in and around 

Galilee. Living and working with those around us 
provides us the gift of opportunity, a way to take 
what we know in thought and make it deed. Some 
within this group will know about the Faith, some 
will have no knowledge whatsoever. 

Perhaps the next group, fruit hanging a little 
bit higher, are those who are Orthodox by faith 
but have for one reason or another fallen away 
from the Faith, and those who are Orthodox but 
new to this country, having not yet acquired a 
familiarity with English and American culture. 
Both of these groups have some knowledge of the 
Faith, but may lack the means to express it within 
their specific context.

Finally, perhaps the fruit that hangs the far-
thest out are those who belong to another faith 
community or none at all, but are longing to hear 
the Good News. Obviously, these audiences will 
vary depending upon geography and the par-
ticular circumstances of the local church. Simi-
larly, their knowledge of Christ, or lack thereof, 
will differ one from another. All of these groups 
present for us the chance to ‘incarnate’ Christ. 
Clergy, along with a parish council or other pious 
Orthodox should come together to determine the 
appropriate audiences in their particular sphere 
of influence. We are all called to labor and ‘bear 
much fruit,’ and these different groups are the 
harvest for which we labor.

Means

The most obvious, yet most difficult, method of 
transmitting the salvific message of faith may be 
our own lives. Our first task is theosis, acquired 
through God’s grace and our own repentance 
and unceasing prayer. Orthodoxia, ‘right 
worship,’ has to become Orthopraxia, 
‘right practice.’ St. Seraphim of Sarov 
noted, ‘Acquire a peaceful spirit, 
and around you thou-
sands will 
be saved.’ 
We have to 
be hearers 
of the mes-
sage first, al-
lowing it to 
transfigure us 
and all that we 
do. This is what 

St. James tells us when he says, ‘But be ye do-
ers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own selves’ (James 1:22). Likewise St. Paul 
says that we should be ‘transformed by the re-
newing of [our] mind’ (Romans12:2). Theosis is 
how we can communicate the message, because 
it means we are working towards communion 
with God, who is the message. Now, since ‘God is 
love’ (John 4:16), by knowing and living the life 
of Faith, sharing it, and loving those around us, 
we are able to communicate Christ who is in us.

At no other time in the history of Christianity 
did love so characterize the entire church as it did 
in the first three centuries. Roman society took 
note. Tertullian reported that the Romans would 
exclaim, ‘See how they love one another!’ In these 
early centuries we can see how the message of 
the Good News transfigured believers in the light 
of God’s love, and that love was what spread 
the message and transformed the surrounding 
 culture.

So now we ask, ‘How can we re-awaken that 
apostolic age today?’ Traditional forms of com-
munication are always available to us and we 
should make them available to spiritual seekers 
who come to us. These include Orthodox prayer 
books, the lives of our Holy Fathers, icons, and the 
prayer rope used for the Jesus Prayer. In addition 
to these resources, there are a host of pamphlets, 

brochures and modern Orthodox 
commentaries that can increase 
our knowledge of the Faith and 
introduce inquirers to the witness 
of the Orthodox Church. 

Besides printed material, Or-
thodox parishes may be organized 

so that pious laity gather on a reg-
ular basis for prayer in a 

home or other suit-
able place. Such 
gatherings could be 
arranged geographi-

cally so that anyone 
interested would have 

access to one, and a 
local Orthodox com-
munity would be built 

up. So one neighborhood 
group might choose to 

pray Vespers together in a 
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And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, 
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that 
I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age. Amen” 
(Matthew 28:18–20).
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cessible, such as shut-ins. To use Skype, 
you need a phone and computer with a 
webcam (a Web camera). Most newer 
computers and laptops come with 
webcams already built-in when 
you purchase the device.

As in other relationships, net-
working is key in the online market-
place. Networking is improved with 
regular, consistent, and quality com-
munication. ‘Link-building’ helps 
as well: links are crucial to estab-
lish and grow an online presence. 
Linking is a relatively simple task, 
somewhat similar to citing refer-
ences in a research paper. See http://
roadsfromemmaus.org/ for an ex-
ample of a website that links to simi-
lar sites, to which it has developed 
relationships, and note the items highlighted 
in red. When you rest your cursor over these high-
lighted words and click on them, you are taken to 
another website that provides more information 
on that particular subject. This provides inquirers 
of any background with the treasures of Ortho-
doxy, all at their fingertips.

Finally, since most people today communicate 
via e-mail, it is important to gather and maintain 
an e-mail list which you can use to communicate 
with large groups of people. There are various 
software tools available, such as Constant Con-
tact (http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp); 
Active Campaign (http://www.activecampaign.
com/); and Vertical Response (http://www.ver-
ticalresponse.com/). There are many more, but 
these are generally the most effective and easy 
to use.

If you are unsure how to take advantage of 
these various opportunities, any capable blogger 
or webmaster can show you how. In fact, there 
are probably some people right in your own par-
ish. All of us are called to use our talents to glorify 
God, and someone who has computer skills might 
be looking for an opportunity to serve the Church. 
This work, vital to the Church in the modern era, 
becomes a way to minister to them, and gives 
them the opportunity to “bear more fruit.” As 
leaders within a parish community, we should find 
those close to us who can help and guide them 
into a deeper life within the Faith, giving them the 

chance to live in Christ as well.
So now we have considered the message; the 

people to whom we are delivering the message; 
and the means by which we may deliver the mes-
sage. There is much we need to learn in order 
to live effectively the life of Faith revealed in the 
Scriptures and to which the Fathers bore witness. 
We have seen that there are many opportunities 
given to us by God to share the Word with the 
people around us, from family to friends, to co-
workers, to the stranger we welcome in. In the 
world around us we see a huge marketplace, 
the Internet. Just as Christ spoke openly, we 
too should have a presence in the modern pub-
lic square that is the Web. In whatever way you 
choose to build a communications plan for your 
parish, the important thing is to do it. It is much 
like our Orthodox faith. We can spend a lot of time 
talking about God. If we aren’t talking to God, 
however, through our own prayer life and partici-
pation in the Divine Services, nothing much is ac-
complished. For us, following the witness of the 
Apostles and the Fathers, standing up and boldly 
declaring Christ in the world is Faith itself, even if 
it’s on the “World Wide Web.”

home that has an established icon corner. Anoth-
er group might hold a Bible study on a particular 
evening, or read from the Holy Fathers. During 
periods of fast, especially the Great Fast, neigh-
bors might share a common meal (taking turns 
preparing it) and prayers. These same groupings 
might take on other tasks, such as ensuring that 
all those without proper transportation are able 
to attend the Divine Liturgy or other services at 
church. These groups might also form a ‘prayer 
chain’ that remembers and prays for those in the 
community with special needs; for example, the 
sick, the suffering, those in captivity, those who 
are suffering from physical, spiritual or psycho-
logical ailments, or those out of work. Besides 
being a time for the faithful to spend time in fel-
lowship, these gatherings also allow us to com-
municate with people from other spheres in our 
lives, in essence saying to them ‘Come and see’ 
(cf. John 1:46).

The Apostles gathered in the public spaces of 
the synagogues and the marketplaces and pro-
claimed the Good News. St. Paul himself stood 
in the crowds at Mars Hill and declared the God 
‘who so loved the world’ (John 3:16). This vis-
ible presence in the marketplaces is also within 
our grasp. In our contemporary society the new 
marketplace is the Internet, and every Orthodox 
parish should have an online presence that’s vi-
brant, warm, inviting and attractive to those who 
frequent the ‘Web.’ 

Such a presence may include a website with 
a ‘blog’ (a ‘Web log’ or journal that devotes a 
paragraph or two to specific feast days, spiri-
tual practices or aspects of parish life). There 
are many good examples of these blogs already 
present. Here are two: http://roadsfromemmaus.
org/, http://fatherstephen.wordpress.com/, http://
frsergei.wordpress.com/  These are well-done, 
thoughtful, and must be easy to maintain. Along 
with a website and blog, parishes should consider 
developing a social media presence using Face-
book, Twitter, and YouTube. All three are free and 
very easy to maintain. New content from the par-
ish’s main website may be shared on these social 
media sites so that one’s parish Web efforts are 
maximized and it is easy for more people to find 
this content. 

Some Do’s and Don’ts Regarding Websites, 
Social Media and E-mail

1. Make sure your website and blog are cur-
rent, that is, that  your parish calendar and sched-
ule of services and activities are up-to-date, with 
the time, date, and location of the service or ac-
tivity clearly stated.

2. If you have a blog, it should be updated with 
posts at least once a week, and preferably two or 
three times a week. These posts don’t have to be 
long. They may be brief descriptions of the saint 
of the day, an aspect of Orthodox spirituality, or a 
quotation from the Fathers.

3. Make sure every page of your website has a 
contact form that is visible and easily completed. 
The phone number, e-mail address for the parish, 
and the physical address of the church should 
also be on every page of the website.

4. E-mails should be read and a response sent 
within twenty-four hours. In this age of instant 
communication, it’s crucial to respond promptly 
to all e-mail inquiries. If the pastor is too busy to 
respond promptly, perhaps a designated parishio-
ner can handle these inquiries, or a group of pa-
rishioners can be designated to handle all e-mail 
contacts on a rotating basis. This is very impor-
tant and can’t be over-emphasized. If you have an 
online presence and you make available an e-mail 
contact, it’s critical not to allow e-mails to pile up.

5. The true genius of online communication 
– whether it’s by means of a parish website or 
a social media site, is to be found in how easy it 
is to communicate and share with others. Web-
sites and social media platforms allow us to build 
networks of relationships with others, including 
parishes, missions, dioceses, and other Orthodox 
friends. Incorporate photos and video into your 
website or social media sites. Blogs and Facebook 
are wonderful platforms by which you can post 
photos of parish events, services, and parish di-
rectories online. The key is online involvement 
and interaction. 

If a parish is located in a rural area and oth-
er forms of regular communication are difficult, 
online media can be a valuable means for mem-
bers of the community to stay in touch. Skype, 
for example, is an online video phone service that 
works well to promote regular communication 
with parishioners who might be otherwise inac-
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years ago, His Eminence Met-
ropolitan PHILIP created The 
Order of St. Ignatius to enable 
the laity of our Archdiocese to 
organize and raise funds for 

various philanthropic endeavors that would make 
a difference in the lives of many. As you probably 
know, there is nothing more humbling in life than 
to learn that one’s act of charity or philanthropy 
has made a difference in the life of another person.

Over the past several months, you have had 
the opportunity to read articles prepared by some 
of those who have received grants from the Order. 
This year alone, the Order has given $267,340 to-
wards these four specific projects. From its incep-

tion in 1975 to the present, the Order has given 
$260,000 to International Orthodox Christian 
Charities; $34,600 in scholarships for Orthodox 
college students to attend Orthodox conferences; 
$350,000 to enable our clergy to attend parish 
life conferences, our Archdiocese conventions 
and clergy symposiums; and over $2 million in 
scholarships for our children to attend camping 
programs. These Orthodox organizations and de-
partments are a mere fraction of those that re-
ceive funds from the Order.

The Order has provided every parish and mis-
sion in our Archdiocese with some form of assis-
tance, and since its inception has disbursed more 
than $25 million for various charitable projects. 
Every Antiochian parish and mission has received 
scholarships for our children to attend one of the 
eight camping programs run by our Archdio-
cese. Our college students receive scholarships 
for Orthodox college conference programs. The 
Order provides funds to International Orthodox 
Christian Charities to help our brothers and sis-
ters around the world suffering from natural di-
sasters or war. The Order helps mothers in need 
with basic necessities for newborns. It supports 
missions and evangelism. It makes aid available 
to married seminarians to ease the financial bur-
den experienced while in seminary, and provides 
housing stipends to our clergy and their wives as 
they retire. These are just a few of the projects 
supported by the Order.

Our ability to come to the aid of Antiochian 
brothers and sisters in our Archdiocese and in 
the worldwide Orthodox community depends on 
our membership – and we humbly thank those 
4,500 men and women members. I ask you, as 
an Antiochian Orthodox Christian, to consider be-
coming a member of the Order. Richard Baxter, 
a seventeenth-century English Puritan and poet, 
wrote, “In necessary things, unity; in doubtful 
things, liberty; and in all things, charity.” Help 
us solidify our Antiochian Orthodox unity and, by 
your giving, ease the burden of so many. When 
you choose Orthodox unity and charity, you are 
working side by side with fellow members of the 
Order to make a difference in the lives of 
Orthodox and others, in our Archdio-
cese and throughout the world. 

Mary Winstanley O’Connor
North American Chair

The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch

Works of The Order in Action!
Message from The North American Chairman
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GRADE SIX     

In the Beginning (Student) 9.00    

In the Beginning (Teacher)      9.50    

Exploring How the Bible Came to Be      7.00    

Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

     

     

SUB-TOTAL A     
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JUNE 2012 ORDER FORM JUNE 2013 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 

CHURCH SCHOOL MATERIALS: 
    

GRADE SEVEN     
The Young Church (Student) $  7.00    
The Young Church (Teacher)      8.50    
Biblical and Liturgical Charts 3.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE EIGHT     
Heroes for Truth (Student)      7.50    
Heroes for Truth (Teacher)      8.00    
Heroes Worksheets (Student)      2.50    
Teaching Pictures (1 Packages, 4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE NINE     
New Frontiers (Student)      7.50    
New Frontiers (Teacher)      8.00    
Frontiers Worksheets (Student)      2.50    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package/4 Sets)    35.00    

GRADE TEN     
Celebration: Feasts and Holy Days (Student)      8.75    
Celebration: Feasts and Holy Days (Teacher)    10.00    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package/4 Sets)    35.00    

SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL     

The Way, The Truth, The Life (Student)    15.95    
The Way, The Truth, The Life (Teacher)    19.95    
Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS FOR GRADES 1—8     

Lenten Lotto      3.00    
Teaching the Parables of Jesus      6.00    
My Lenten Journey      7.00    
The Icon Book (Student) 8.00    
Divine Liturgy Flip Chart    15.00    
The Divine Liturgy for Children ~ Set of Two Books    10.00    
The Divine Liturgy for Children ~ Text Book      7.00    
The Divine Liturgy for Children ~ Activity Book      7.00    
Birth of Jesus (Picto-graph)    11.00    
Come Bless the Lord Icon Packet (Teacher)    26.00    
Byzantine Coloring Books:       *Volume 1 – Sunday Gospels      5.00    
                                                 *Volume 2 – Liturgical       5.00    
                                                 *Volume 3 – Feast Days      5.00    
                                                 *Volume 4 – Parables      5.00    
“Crayon” Icon Coloring Books: * The Miracles      5.00    
                                                 * Special Edition       5.00    
                                                 * The Old Testament      5.00    
                                                 * Journey to Pascha       5.00    
                                                 * The Nativity      5.00    
Scope and Sequence Chart      2.00    
Total Parish Education      6.00    
Build Your Own Church (Exterior)      10.00    
Build Your Own Iconostasis and Altar      10.00    
Build Your Own Bishop, Priest and Deacon     10.00    
Orthodox Feasts of Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary (Wybrew) 15.00    
The Parables (Archbishop Dmitri)      15.00    
Iconostasis (Pavel Florensky)    16.00    
Bible for Today’s Family    10.95    
The Children of Promise (Western Rite Catechism Book)      9.95    
Praise the Lord: A Christmas Workbook      3.00    
The Lenten Workbook      3.00    
Biblical and Liturgical Charts (Student)      3.00    
     

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS 
FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL 

    

What’s Love Got to Do With It? Everything 7.00    
To Teach All Nations 7.00    
What Would You Do? Ethics Unit of 14 Lessons 7.00    
The Earth is the Lord’s 7.00    
God is Calling You 7.00    
The First 800 Years 7.00    
My Body, My Spirit 7.00    
The Work of Salvation 7.00    

SUB-TOTAL B     

 

JUNE 2012 ORDER FORM JUNE 2013 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS FOR HIGH SCHOOL     
International Orthodoxy $  7.00    
What’s Love Got to Do With It? Everything 7.00    
God is Calling You 7.00    
The Earth is the Lord’s 7.00    
Reaching Out: Our Call to Minister 7.00    

MATERIALS FOR YOUTH WORK     
Lifestyle Discipleship    12.00    
Holy Cross Society      5.00    
Reruns, Reruns      6.00    
Second Helpings 1      5.00    
Second Helpings 2      5.00    
Retreat & Study Guide      6.00    
Focus on You (6 Programs, 30 Sessions)    40.00    
Film and Values (Supplemental program to Focus on You)    10.00    
Him Again (Supplemental program to Focus on You)     12.00    
Challenge Questions on Orthodoxy A to Z for Students 11.95    
Sacred Symbols that Speak: A Study of the Major Symbols 
of the Orthodox Church                                              ~ Volume 1 

 
   14.95 

   

                                                                                   ~ Volume 2    14.95    
The Story of Icons (Hallick)    14.95    
Bible for Little Hearts      9.99    
Child’s Garden of Bible Stories (Groll) 13.95    
My Bible Story Book (Fletcher)     10.99    
One Hundred Bible Stories (Hardcover)       12.99    
Bible Stories for Boys 12.99    
Bible Stories for Girls 12.99    
Challenge Questions on Orthodoxy A to Z for Students 11.95    

ADULT STUDY TEXTS     
Second Time Around      6.00    
Christian Community 4.00    
Liturgy and Life – Schmemann 9.00    
Inner Way – Allen 14.95    
Pillars of the Church 6.00    
New Apostles of Christ 6.00    

MATERIALS FOR TEACHERS AND LIBRARIANS     

Teaching Dynamics Cassette Teacher Training    25.00    
Teaching Dynamics Workbook 2.00    
Playing it up for Christmas (6 Christmas Plays)      9.00    
Children’s Literature      6.00    
Foundations for Christian Education    12.95    
Foundations for Christian Education (Cassettes)      7.00    
Reading and Parish Library Guide      3.50    
Intentional Parenting (Cassettes ~ By Dalack)    24.95    
The Growing Child in the Christian Home (Cassette)         7.00    

YOUNG CHILDREN’S BOOKS     

Christina Goes to the Holy Land 15.00    
Christina Goes to Church 8.50    
Christina Learns the Sacraments 10.00    
Christina’s Favorite Saints 12.00    
You Are Special: An Alphabet Book for Children      8.50    
My Orthodox Counting Book      8.50    
Byzantine Coloring Books: 
                                                * Volume 1 – Sunday Gospels 

 
     5.00 

   

                                                * Volume 2 – Liturgical      5.00    
                                                * Volume 3 – Feast Days      5.00    
                                                * Volume 4 – Parables      5.00    
“Crayon” Icon Coloring Books: 
                                                * The Miracles 

 
     5.00 

   

                                                * Special Edition       5.00    
                                                * The Old Testament      5.00    
                                                * Journey to Pascha       5.00    
                                                * The Nativity      5.00    

The Book of Jonah 18.00    

Celebrate the Earth, Psalm 104 18.00    

North Star, St. Herman of Alaska 18.00    

The Praises: Psalm 148 18.00    

Prepare O Bethlehem, The Feast of the Nativity 18.00    

     

SUB-TOTAL C     
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JUNE 2012 ORDER FORM JUNE 2013 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

YOUNG CHILDREN’S BOOKS & CD’S     

We Pray to God – A Prayer Book for Children $  2.00    

The Kids’ Bible      12.95    

Children’s Bible in 365 Stories 19.99    

Read and Learn Bible 15.95    

A Book About Jesus 8.95    

Audio CD: The ABC’s of Orthodoxy – Gigi Baba Shadid 15.00    

Audio CD: Celebrate the Feasts – Gigi Baba Shadid 15.00    

Audio CD: Fruits of the Spirit – Gigi Baba Shadid 15.00    

     

FAMILY ITEMS     

How About Advent      6.00    

Bible for Today’s Family    10.95    

The Biggest Birthday Party (Family Advent)      6.00    

Praise the Lord (Family Advent Workbook)      3.00    

The Mystery of Love (Cardinal Basil Hume)    13.95    

Preserve Them, O Lord – John Mack    14.95    

801 Questions Kids Ask About God with Answers from the Bible    12.99    

The Divine Liturgy – A Text for Students      2.95    

Making God Real in the Orthodox Christian Home    15.95    

The Great Bible Discovery: Discovering the Baby King (VHS)    12.99    

The Savior is Born (VHS)    12.99    

Contemplating Icons (VHS)    19.99    

The Bread of Life: Your Guide to Making Holy Bread (DVD) 15.00    

The Growing Child in the Christian Home (Cassettes ~ Boojamra)      7.00    

Orthodox Feasts of Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary (Wybrew) 15.00    

Teaching Pictures (1 Package, 4 Sets)    35.00    

Encyclopedia of Major Saints and Fathers of the Orthodox 
Church (Eleftheriou)                                                      *Volume 1 

 
   14.95 

   

                                                                                      *Volume 2    14.95    

Symbols of Church Seasons and Days - John Bradner 7.95    

Our Church and Our Children (Koulomzin)    16.00    

CATECHISM MATERIALS     

The Faith – Understanding Orthodox Christianity:  
An Orthodox Catechism (Carlton) 

   22.95    

The Way – What Every Protestant Should Know About the 
Orthodox Faith (Carlton) 

   22.95    

The Truth – What Every Roman Catholic Should Know About the 
Orthodox Church (Carlton) 

   22.95    

The Life – The Orthodox Doctrine of Salvation, An Orthodox 
Catechism (Carlton) 

22.95    

In Peace, Let Us Pray to the Lord. An Orthodox Interpretation of 
the Gifts of the Spirit (Trader) 

   22.95    

Homeland of Your Heart’s Desire – The Orthodox Teachings on 
How to be Saved (Carlton) 

     9.95    

Orthodox Christians in America (Erickson)    28.00    

The Treasured Traditions and Customs of the Orthodox 
Churches (Hallick) 

   14.95    

The Orthodox Faith (Hopko): 
                                           * Volume 1 – Doctrine 

 
10.00 

   

                                           * Volume 2 – Worship      10.00    

                                           * Volume 3 – Bible and Church History     10.00    

                                           * Volume 4 – Spirituality      10.00    

                                           * Complete Set (Volumes 1-4)    35.00    

Baptism (Lazor)      3.00    

The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony (Meyendorff)      2.00    

Holy Wednesday & Holy Thursday (VHS Tape)    29.95    

Great Friday & Resurrection (VHS Tape)    29.95    

                                                   ** Set of Both VHS Tapes     50.00    

Holy Matrimony (VHS Tape)    29.95    

Baptism & Chrismation (VHS Tape)    29.95    

A Way of Life (Family Centered Activities)    16.00    

Studies in the Greek Church (Metropolitan Antony Bashir)      7.00    

Renovation of the Heart (Dallas Willard)    24.99    

The Gospel for Real Life (Jerry Bridges)    19.00    

The Pursuit of Holiness (Jerry Bridges)    11.00    

The Pursuit of Holiness ~ Bible Study      6.00    

The Orthodox Companion (Abramtsov)      9.00    

Meeting the Orthodox (Hopko)      2.00    

SUB-TOTAL D     

 

JUNE 2012 ORDER FORM JUNE 2013 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

CATECHISM MATERIALS     

Orthodox Catholic Instruction Books: 
                                           * Book 1: Beginners’ Course 

 
 $  4.00 

   

                                           * Book 2: Primary Course      4.00    

                                           * Book 3: Junior Course      4.00    

                                           * Book 4: Intermediate Course      4.00    

                                           * Set of 4 Books     12.00    

An Orthodox Catechism of the Antiochian Archdiocese      4.00    

Orthodox Christian Catechism 12.00    

The Orthodox Church (Ware)    16.00    

The Orthodox Way (Ware)    15.00    

Orthodox Study Bible – The New Testament & Psalms:     

                                           * Hardbound 30.95    

                                           * Softbound 24.95    

                                           * Bonded Leather Edition    39.95    

                                           * Genuine Leather Edition 50.95    

                                           * Thumb-indexing per Bible, add extra      6.00    

Orthodox Study Bible – Old and New Testaments:     

                                           * Hardbound 49.95    

                                           * Leather Bound – Regular 70.00    

                                           * Leather Bound – Elegant  100.00    

The Third Millennium Bible     36.00    

Holy Bible: New International Readers Version 12.95    

Coming Home (Gillquist)      8.95    

Becoming Orthodox (Gillquist)    14.95    

Welcome Home, A Journey to Antioch (DVD) 13.95    

One Lord, One Faith  (Bakoyannis)      9.00    

Introducing the Orthodox Church (Coniaris) 16.95    

Intentional Parenting (Cassettes—Dalack) 24.95    

GENERAL SERVICE BOOKS     

The Divine & Holy Gospel Book 100.00    

The Book of the Epistles – An Orthodox Lectionary  60.00    

The Liturgikon: Book of Divine Services for the Priest & Deacon    50.00    

Service Book of the Archdiocese    15.00    

Divine Prayers and Services (Nassar)    35.00    

Service Book of the Orthodox Church (Hapgood)    30.00    

Western Rite Service Book    25.00    

The Divine Liturgy for Clergy and Laity      10.00    

The Funeral Service Book—Winfrey      9.00    

The Pocket Prayer Book—Paperback      4.00    

The Pocket Prayer Book—Red Vinyl ~ or ~ Black Vinyl      5.00    

Antiochian Village Camp Music Service Book    12.00    

Old & New Testament—Today’s English Version (TEV)    15.00    

     

     

SPECIAL SERVICE BOOKS     

Evening Divine Liturgies—Phase I  (10 Volumes)    35.00    

Evening Divine Liturgies—Phase II (12 Volumes)    40.00    

Individual Copies for Christmas      4.00    

Individual Copies for Epiphany      4.00    

The Office of the Typika      4.00    

My Daily Orthodox Prayer Book      8.95    

Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael—Hardcover     15.00    

Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael—Softbound    12.00    

Supplication Service to Our Father Among the Saints Raphael      5.00    

The Complete Service of St. Raphael—Audio CD    15.00    

Service of Chrismation of Converts into the Orthodox Faith       3.00    

     

LENTEN SERVICE BOOKS     

The Service of Holy Unction – New Edition       4.00    

The Little Compline & Akathist Hymn – Textbook Only       4.00    

The Little Compline & Akathist Hymn – Text & Music 10.00    

9
TH

 Hour Typika and the Presanctified Liturgy—Music Book     12.00    

Audio CD: Now the Powers of Heaven – Presanctified Liturgy 15.00    

The Presanctified Liturgy of St. Gregory—Textbook Only      7.00    

Liturgy of St. Basil the Great—Pastor’s Text      4.00    

Liturgy of St. Basil the Great—Layman’s Text      3.00    

Services of Great & Holy Week and Pascha—Winfrey 35.00    

                                                  SUB-TOTAL E     
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JUNE 2012 ORDER FORM JUNE 2013 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

BILINGUAL SERVICE BOOKS (ENGLISH / ARABIC)     

The Divine Liturgy for the Pews – Rahal     $12.00    

The Little Compline with the Akathist Hymn – Rahal      10.00    

The Great Compline Service – Rahal 10.00    

The Funeral Service for Lay People – Rahal     10.00    

The Funeral Service for a Bishop or Priest – Rahal      10.00    

Sacrament of Holy Baptism – Romley 7.00    

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony – Romley 7.00    

New International Version: New Testament – English/Arabic 10.00    

New International Version: Bible / Hardcover – English/Arabic    25.00    

ARABIC SERVICE BOOKS     

The Arabic Service Book (Kassab)    50.00    

The Small Arabic Service Book: Beirut Archdiocese    15.00    

The Divine Liturgy in Arabic (Black Vinyl)    12.00    

The Divine Liturgy in Arabic for Deacons & Priests (Hardcover)    20.00    

The Great Euchologion (Hawaweeny—Arabic)    20.00    

The Small Euchologion with the Service of Holy Unction    15.00    

The Divine and Holy Gospel Book (Arabic—For Altar Use)  100.00    

Services of Holy Week & Pascha (Beirut Archdiocese—Arabic)    30.00    

The Gospels and Epistles—Arabic Orthodox Lectionary    15.00    

The Service of Holy and Great Pascha (Arabic)      5.00    

The Little Compline & Akathist Hymn (Arabic)      4.00    

The Life Application Bible (Hardcover—Arabic Study Bible)    25.00    

NIV Old & New Testament (Arabic Bible)    15.00    

     

MUSIC BOOKS:     

BYZANTINE MUSIC PROJECTS (BY BASIL KAZAN)     

Byzantine Project # 1: VESPERS    30.00    

Byzantine Project # 2: MATINS    35.00    

Byzantine Project # 3: HOLY WEEK (2 Volumes)    50.00    

Byzantine Project # 4: PENTECOSTARION (3 Volumes)    65.00    

Byzantine Project # 5: TRIODION (2 Volumes)    50.00    

     

DIVINE LITURGY MUSIC BOOKS/SHEETS     

The Divine Liturgy for Clergy and Laity      12.00    

Tchaikovsky Divine Liturgy (Meena)      5.00    

Three Divine Liturgies (Hilko)      5.00    

Hymns of Praise: Troparia & Kontakia (Meena) 5.00    

Divine Liturgy (Abboud)      2.00    

     

OTHER MUSIC BOOKS     

Hymns from the Festal Menaion, Karam-George      5.00    

Orthodox Hymns in English      5.00    

Great Friday Service of Lamentations (George)      5.00    

The Resurrection Service (George)      5.00    

The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony (Meena)      3.00    

Vespers (Abboud)      3.00    

     

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS     

The Date of Easter (Abboud)      1.00    

A Brief History of the Patriarchate of Antioch      1.00    

Guide to Monasteries of the Patriarchate of Antioch      1.00    

A History of the Orthodox Church in America, 1917-1934      12.95    

History & Rituals of the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch     15.00    

Dying in the Land of Promise (Donald Wagner)     16.95    

Orthodox Lent, Holy Week & Easter (Hugh Wybrew) 12.00    

Jerusalem Easy Walks (Aviva Baram)    22.95    

Clergy Guide of the Antiochian Archdiocese – 2011 Edition     10.00    

Altar Boys’ Guide in Serving the Divine Liturgy      5.00    

A Beginner’s Guide to Prayer (Keiser)     10.95    

Beginning to Pray (Anthony Bloom)      10.00    

The Art of Prayer (Arabic—Adnan Tarabulsi)    15.00    

On Prayer (Archimandrite Sophrony)    16.00    

If We Confess Our Sins (Hopko)      4.00    

Confession – Met. Anthony Khrapovitsky      9.95    

Never Say You Can’t – Alice Cury Farkouh 29.99    

Hardbound – The Ancient Church on New Shores: By A. Gabriel 35.00    

Softbound – The Ancient Church on New Shores:  By A. Gabriel 25.00    

SUB-TOTAL F     

 

JUNE 2012 ORDER FORM JUNE 2013 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS     

Partakers of Divine Nature (Archimandrite Stavropoulos)  $  12.95    

Let Us Commit Ourselves (Coniaris)      9.95    

Liturgy and Life (Schmemann)     9.00    

Of Water and the Spirit (Schmemann)    15.00    

Understanding the Orthodox Liturgy (Najim)    14.00    

Harvest of Antioch—Lives of Antiochian Saints      4.00    

ANTIOCH: Incarnational Theology & Ministry (Allen/Najim) 12.00    

St. John Chrysostom—On the Priesthood 15.00    

St. John Chrysostom—On Wealth & Poverty 15.00    

St. John Chrysostom—On Marriage & Family Life        13.00    

St. John of Damascus—On the Divine Images      14.95    

The Apostolic Fathers (Sparks)    14.95    

Poets & Hymnographers of the Church      6.00    

We Praise God (Tarasar)      2.00    

Out of the Depths (Saliba/Allen)    10.95    

Mystery of the Incarnation (Cardinal B. Hume)    13.95    

Mystery of the Cross (Cardinal B. Hume)    12.95    

Mystery of Fidelity (Allen)      6.95    

Orthodox Synthesis (Allen)    16.00    

The Church & Social Reform (Boojamra)    20.00    

A Light from the East (Michael O’Carroll) 16.00    

The Faith We Hold (Archbishop PAUL, Finland) 11.00    

Feed My Sheep (Metropolitan PHILIP Saliba) 12.00    

Inner Way (Allen) 14.95    

The New Oxford Annotated RSV Bible with the Apocrypha    39.99    

Metropolitan PHILIP: His Life & His Dreams (Softbound)       5.00    

Metropolitan PHILIP: His Life & His Dreams (Hardbound)     10.00    

Metropolitan PHILIP: And He Leads Them (Softbound)    20.00    

Metropolitan PHILIP: Ordained for Men—40
TH

 Anniversary Book 27.00    

The First 100 Years—A Centennial Anthology    20.00    

The Centennial Jewelry Box (1895-1995 AOCA)    25.00    

Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre (Hawaweeny ~ Arabic)       6.95    

Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre (Najim ~ English)      6.95    

Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael (Softbound)    12.00    

Our Father Among the Saints, Raphael (Hardbound)    15.00    

The Ministry of the Church (Allen)    14.95    

Twenty Parables of Our Lord      4.00    

The Parables (Archbishop Dmitri) 15.00    

The Miracles of Christ (Archbishop Dmitri)      16.00    

Jesus, Politics and the Church (Tony Nassif)    13.00    

Christmas Poems (John Hollander)    13.95    

Emigration from Syria and Lebanon (Najib Saliba)    12.00    

A New Era Begins: Proceedings of the 1994 SCOBA Meeting      7.95    

PERIODICALS, CASSETTES, CD’s, & ICONS     

The Word Magazine (USA & Canada ~ Annually)    20.00    
The Word Magazine (Overseas ~ Annually)    26.00    

The Word Magazine (Individual Copies)      3.00    

Joy of the Soul (Metropolitan PHILIP) Audio CD 10.00    

Joy of the Soul (Metropolitan PHILIP) Audio Cassette       5.00    

Bless the Lord O My Soul (English-2 Cassettes-Bitar) 18.00    

The Eight Byzantine Tones: Simplified (Bitar ~ CD) 15.00    

God is With Us (English-Cassette-Bitar)     10.00    

Orthodox Byzantine Hymns (Arabic-Cassette-Bitar)     10.00    

Divine Liturgy in Arabic (Bitar ~ CD)    15.00    

Divine Liturgy in Arabic (Bitar ~ Cassette)    10.00    

Christ is Born: Music for the Nativity of Christ (Cassette)     12.00    

The Complete Service of St. Raphael – Audio CD    15.00    

Angelic Choir: Arabic Chants of Holy Week & Pascha 15.00    

Antiochian Village CD    10.00    

Antiochian Village Cassette    10.00    

It is Truly Meet: Byzantine Chant: Arabic & English CD    15.00    

Chants from Balamand—Audio CD    17.00    

Orthodox Male Choir of Beirut: Byzantine Chants in Arabic CD 15.00    

Orthodox Male Choir of Beirut: Paschal Hymns in Arabic CD 15.00    

First Fruits: Boston Byzantine Choir—English Audio CD 16.00    

Thy Passion: Boston Byzantine Choir—English Audio CD 16.00    

Thy Resurrection: Boston Byzantine Choir—English Audio CD 16.00    

Mystical Supper: Boston Byzantine Choir—English Audio CD 16.00    

SUB-TOTAL G     
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JUNE 2012 ORDER FORM JUNE 2013 

TITLE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL COST FOR OFFICE USE 

PERIODICALS & AUDIO/VISUAL MATERIALS     

ICON: Synaxis of the Great Saints of Antioch (11.5” x 15.5”) 25.00    

ICON: Life of Saint Nicholas, Bishop of Myra (7” x 9.75”) 15.00    

ICON: Saint Raphael Bishop of Brooklyn/Bust—Small (4” x 6”) 8.00    

ICON: Saint Raphael Bishop of Brooklyn/Bust—Large (8” x 12”) 20.00    

ICON: Saint Raphael of Brooklyn/Standing—Small (4” x 5.25”) 7.00    

ICON: Saint Raphael of Brooklyn/Standing—Large (8.75”x11.75”) 18.00    

ICON: Saint Romanos the Melodist (Icon Card: 6” x 7”) 1.50    

Intentional Parenting (Dalack Lectures / 5 Cassettes)    24.95    

Centennial Musical Video (1895-1995 AOCA ~ VHS Tape)    30.00    

The Great Bible Discovery: Discovering the Baby King (VHS)      12.99    

The Savior is Born (VHS Tape)    12.99    

Contemplating Icons (VHS Tape)    19.99    

Divine Liturgy Video (Holy Trinity Cathedral, NY) - DVD 29.95    

Holy Matrimony - VHS Tape    29.95    

Baptism & Chrismation - VHS Tape    29.95    

Holy Wednesday & Holy Thursday  - VHS Tape    29.95    

Great Friday & Resurrection Service - VHS Tape    29.95    

                           *** Both Holy Week VHS Tapes    50.00    

PASCHA: The Resurrection of Christ – DVD 29.95    

PENNANCE & HOLY UNCTION – DVD 29.95    

The Ancient Church—DVD or VHS Tape 15.00    

The Bread of Life: Your Guide to Making Holy Bread (DVD) 15.00    

SUB-TOTAL H     

 

INSTRUCTIONS & TERMS 
 

1. Payment MUST accompany all orders—Sorry, no COD’s, Billings, or Credit Cards. 

2. Make your check or money order payable to the Antiochian Archdiocese, in US funds. 

3. Use this form by completing the first two columns.  Keep a copy for your own records. 

4. Please see guidelines below for Shipping & Handling charges. 
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housands of miles from the tiny 
church where he first began to chant, 
the pure and powerful voice of Ras-

sem El Massih rings out in prayer. The first cantor 
at St. George Orthodox Church in West Roxbury, 
Massachusetts, embraced Byzantine music from 
the time he was a small boy growing up in a town 
called Anfeh, on the coast of north Lebanon. To-
day his voice and spiritual presence are felt dur-
ing Vespers service at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology in Brookline, as well as Sunday 
mornings in nearby West Roxbury.

On October 26, 2009, El Massih led the choir 
at UN prayer services presided over by the Ecu-
menical Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW, Archbishop 
of Constantinople, at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity of the Greek Archdiocese. 

Last December, El Massih and four other semi-
narians from Holy Cross were invited to perform 
at Carnegie Hall with the Archdiocesan Byzan-
tine Choir of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America. The concert honored St. Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church at Ground Zero, the only house 
of worship destroyed on 9/11, and in thanksgiving 
for the announcement of its rebuilding.

“Rassem’s voice is beautiful,” said His Eminence 
the Most Reverend Metropolitan PHILIP, Primate of 
the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America, who 
said he was “edified” listening to the first-ever Byz-

antine music concert at Carnegie Hall.
“When he chants, it sounds like a nightingale. 

His voice is very soothing to the soul and to the 
heart. Sometimes he is as gentle and soft as an 
evening summer breeze,” the Metropolitan said of 
El Massih. “Sometimes he roars like a waterfall.”

Whether he’s chanting inside a celebrated 
arena like Carnegie Hall or a small, out-of-the-way 
monastery, however, the thirty-one-year-old divin-
ity student says he feels the same: “My goal is to 
praise God regardless where I am.”

Drawn to Sacred Music

“I was a very shy and quiet boy who was drawn 
to church and, specifically, its sacred music,” El 
Massih said. “After school, I would eat, then try to 
finish my homework as fast as I could, so I could 
listen to Byzantine chant. I definitely also wanted 
to play with my friends, like any other boy my age, 
but church was as important to me as playing with 
my friends.”

He began chanting in churches and in school 
when he was nine. Seeking to perfect his voice, he 
enrolled at the School of Byzantine Music of the 
Archdiocese of Tripoli and El-Koura, while at the 
same time directing the choir of Our Lady of Al-
Natour Monastery, a serene sanctuary on the shore 
of the Mediterranean Sea just outside Anfeh.

“Anything they taught me, I would say, ‘You 

Rassem El Massih 
A  VO I C E  O F  T H E  FA I T H F U L

Rassem El Massih (center) 
sings with seminarians 
and cantors at the Holy 
Cross School of Theology. 
 (Photo by Linda Thomas)
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don’t have to repeat the melody for me twice.’ Boom. 
I got it,” he recalled. “Because I was so in love with it, 
I would do anything to memorize it. I spent hours and 
hours practicing.”

In 2002 El Massih came with his family to the United 
States and settled in Boston. At the time, his parents 
spoke no English, so El Massih got a job to help support 
them and his two younger sisters while still a full-time 
student. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in religious 
studies and a minor in human development from Hel-
lenic College in 2010. Currently he is a graduate student 
at Holy Cross Seminary, and hopes to receive a degree 
of Master of Divinity in May 2013.

In his 33 years as a priest, said Very Rev. Father 
Timothy Ferguson, pastor of the West Roxbury parish 
where El Massih and his family are parishioners, he has 
not heard Byzantine tonation (or music) of the quality 
he now hears on a regular basis. “Rassem’s voice is a 
natural gift of that music – a God-given talent,” he said. 
“He teaches others and he’s gracious about sharing his 
talent.”

“He is one of the best cantors in the country,” said 
El Massih’s teacher, Grammenos Karanos, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Byzantine Liturgical Music at the Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theology. “He is also one of 
few people who can perform chant in three languages 
[Greek, Arabic and English], and may very well be the 
best at this in the United States.”

In addition to school, work and teaching Byzantine 
chant, El Massih has produced CDs. He directed a choir 
of nine for “The Voice of the Lord,” a compilation of 
hymns from the Feast of Theophany chanted in English 
with traditional Byzantine melodies.

“When you love something; you want to give it all 
you can,” El Massih explained. “You have to practice so 
in the end you focus not on ‘How am I going to read this 
musical piece?’ but ‘How am I going to pray?’ How will 
this piece help me pray, understand the words, live the 
words – and feel the words?”

“Maybe I’ll end up giving a nice performance,” he re-
flected, “but when I chant on a piece, I am not focusing 
anymore on the music, I’m just singing from my heart 
– I’m contemplating the words … I’m living the words 
while I’m chanting.”

Linda M. Thomas
Linda is a Boston paralegal, profile writer and lifelong  

parishioner of Saint George Orthodox Church Norwood MA.   
She can be reached at lindasfaces@gmail.com.

DAILY DEVOTIONS
JULY 2012

1.  1 CORINTHIANS 12:27-31; 13:1-8; MATTHEW 8:5-13

2.  ROMANS 12:4-5, 15-21; MATTHEW 12:9-13

3. ROMANS 14:9-18; MATTHEW 12:14-16, 22-30

4. ROMANS 15:7-16; MATTHEW 12:38-45 (FAST)

5.  ROMANS 15:17-29; MATTHEW 12:46-13:3

6. ROMANS 16:1-16; MATTHEW 13:4-9 (FAST)

7. ROMANS 8:14-21; MATTHEW 9:9-13

8. ROMANS 10:1-10; MATTHEW 8:28-9:1

9.  ROMANS 16:17-24; MATTHEW 13:10-23

10. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9; MATTHEW 13:24-30

11.  1 CORINTHIANS 2:9-3:8; MATTHEW 13:31-36 (FAST)

12.  1 CORINTHIANS 3:18-23; MATTHEW 13:36-43

13. 1 CORINTHIANS 4:5-8; MATTHEW 13:44-54 (FAST)

14. ROMANS 9:1-5; MATTHEW 9:18-26

15.  TITUS 3:8-15; MATTHEW 5:14-19

16.  1 CORINTHIANS 5:9-6:11; MATTHEW 13:54-58

17. 1 CORINTHIANS 6:20-7:12; MATTHEW 14:1-13

18.  1 CORINTHIANS 7:12-24; MATTHEW 14:35-15:11 

(FAST)

19. 1 CORINTHIANS 7:24-35; MATTHEW 15:12-21

20. JAMES 5:10-20; LUKE 4:22-30 (FAST)

21. ROMANS 12:1-3; MATTHEW 10:37-11:1

22. ROMANS 15:1-7; MATTHEW 9:27-35

23. 1 CORINTHIANS 9:13-18; MATTHEW 16:1-6

24.  1 CORINTHIANS 10:5-12; MATTHEW 16:6-12

25. 1 CORINTHIANS 10:12-22; MATTHEW 16:20-24 

(FAST)

26.  1 CORINTHIANS 10:28-11:7; MATTHEW 16:24-28

27. 2 TIMOTHY 2:1-10; JOHN 15:17-16:2 (FAST)

28. ROMANS 13:1-10; MATTHEW 12:30-37

29. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-18; MATTHEW 14:14-22

30. 1 CORINTHIANS 11:31-12:6; MATTHEW 18:1-11

31. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-26;

 MATTHEW 18:18-22; 19:1-2, 13-15

V. Rev. George Alberts
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DAILY DEVOTIONS
AUGUST 2012

1.  1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-14:5; MATTHEW 29:1-6 (FAST)

2.  1 CORINTHIANS 14:6-9; MATTHEW 20:17-28 (FAST)

3.  1 CORINTHIANS 14:26-40; MATTHEW 12:12-14, 17-20 

(FAST)

4. ROMANS 14:6-9; MATTHEW 15:32-39 (FAST)

5.  1 CORINTHIANS 3:9-17; MATTHEW 14:22-34 (FAST)

6. 2 PETER 1:10-19; MATTHEW 17:1-9 (FAST) 

 HOLY TRANSFIGURATION

7.   1 CORINTHIANS 15:29-38; MATTHEW 21:23-27 (FAST)

8. 1 CORINTHIANS 16:4-12; MATTHEW 21:28-32 (FAST)

9.  2 CORINTHIANS 1:1-7; MATTHEW 21:43-46 (FAST)

10. 2 CORINTHIANS 1:12-20; MATTHEW 22:23-33 (FAST)

11.  ROMANS 15:30-33; MATTHEW 17:24-18:4 (FAST)

12.  1 CORINTHIANS 4:9-16; MATTHEW 17:14-23 (FAST)

13. 2 CORINTHIANS 2:4-15; MATTHEW 23:13-22 (FAST)

14. 2 CORINTHIANS 2:14-3:3; MATTHEW 23:23-28 (FAST)

15.  PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11; LUKE 10:38-42, 11:27-28 (FAST)

 DORMITINO OF THE THEOTOKOS

16.  2 CORINTHIANS 4:1-6; MATTHEW 24:13-28

17.  2 CORINTHIANS 4:13-18; MATTHEW 24:27-33, 42-51 

(FAST)

18.  1 CORINTHIANS 1:3-9; MATTHEW 19:3-12

19. 1 CORINTHIANS 9:2-12; MATTHEW 18:23-25

20. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:10-15; MARK 1:9-15

21. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:15-21; MARK 1:16-22

22. 2 CORINTHIANS 6:11-16; MARK 1:23-28 (FAST)

23. GALATIANS 4:22-27; MARK 1:29-35

24.  2 CORINTHIANS 7:10-16; MARK 2:18-22 (FAST)

25. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-29; MATTHEW 20:29-34

26.  1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-11; MATTHEW 19:16-26

27. 2 CORINTHIANS 8:7-15; MARK 3:6-12

28.  2 CORINTHIANS 9:16-9:5; MARK 3:13-19

29. ACTS 3:25-32; MARK 6:14-30 (STRICT FAST)

30. 2 CORINTHIANS 10:7-18; MARK 3:28-35

31. 2 CORINTHIANS 11:5-21; MARK 4:1-9 (FAST)

V. Rev. George Alberts

DAILY DEVOTIONS
SEPTEMBER 2012

1.  1 CORINTHIANS 2:6-9; MATTHEW 22:15-22

2.  1 CORINTHIANS 16:13-24; MATTHEW 21:33-42

3. 2 CORINTHIANS 12:10-19; MARK 4:10-23

4. 2 CORINTHIANS 12:20-13:2; MARK 4:24-34

5. 2 CORINTHIANS 13:3-13; MARK 4:35-41 (FAST)

6. GALATIANS 1:1-10, 20-2:5; MARK 5:1-20

7.   GALATIANS 2:6-10; MARK 5:22-24, 6:1 (FAST)

8. PHIIPPIANS 2:5-11; LUKE 10:38-42, 11:27-28

 BIRTH OF THE THEOTOKOS

9.  GALATIANS 6:11-18; JOHN 3:13-17

10. GALATIANS 2:11-16; MARK 5:24-34

11.  GALATIANS 2:21-3:7; MARK 6:1-7

12.  GALATIANS 3:15-22; MARK 6:7-13 (FAST)

13. GALATIANS 3:23-4:5; MARK 6:30-45

14.  1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-24; JOHN 19:6-1, 13-20 

25-35 (STRICT FAST)

15. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-29; JOHN 8:21-30

16.  GALATIANS 2:16-20; MARK 8:34-9:1

17. GALATIANS 4:28-5:10; LUKE 3:19-22

18.  GALATIANS 5:11-21; LUKE 3:23-4:1

19. GALATIANS 6:2-10; LUKE 4:1-15 (FAST)

20. EPHESIANS 1:1-9; LUKE 4:16-22

21. EPHESIANS 1:7-17; LUKE 4:22-30 (FAST)

22. 1 CORINTHIANS 10:23-28; LUKE 4:31-36

23. 2 CORINTHIANS 6:1-10; LUKE 5:1-11

24. EPHESIANS 1:22-2:3; LUKE 4:37-44

25. EPHESIANS 2:19-3:7; LUKE 5:12-16

26.  EPHESIANS 3:8-21; LUKE 5:33-39 (FAST)

27. EPHESIANS 4:14-19; LUKE 6:12-19

28.  EPHESIANS 4:17-25; LUKE 6:17-23 (FAST)

29. 1 CORINTHIANS 14:20-25; LUKE 5:17-26

30. 2 CORINTHIANS 6:16-7:1; LUKE 6:31-36

V. Rev. George Alberts
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Doctors Bashir and Dalack 
Lead Lenten Retreat for St. 
Mary’s Church

On March 10, 2012, the Fel-
lowship of St. John the Divine 
of St. Mary’s Church in Brook-
lyn, New York, hosted its annual 
Lenten Retreat. Our theme was 
“Reflections on the Prayer of St. 
Ephrem the Syrian.”

Our retreat leaders were Dr. 
Anthony Bashir and Dr. John 
Dalack. These gentlemen are 
Co-chairs of the Department of 
Lay Ministry of the Antiochian 
Archdiocese. We are pretty sure 
that this means that these two 
men are the most wise, most 
spiritual, most humble and most 
devout men that our Archdio-
cese has produced. Profession-
ally, they hold Ph.D. degrees, 
the first in speech pathology 
and the second in psychology. 
They have helped countless 
people in their careers, all the 
while finding time to serve their 
local church boards, their lo-
cal church choirs, and the An-
tiochian Archdiocese Board of 
Trustees.

Because of their well-de-
served reputations, we knew 
enough to pay close attention to 
what they came to teach us on 
that beautiful Saturday. There 
was no quiz at the end of the 
day, but their lessons will serve 
us well for a lifetime. We thank 
them both for agreeing to lead 
us.

Our retreat leaders and our 
attendees were treated to a deli-
cious Lenten meal (a few meals, 
actually) prepared by people of 
our parish who volunteered to 

help the Fellowship. We were 
blessed to have so many attend-
ees from other parishes and 
other Orthodox jurisdictions. 
God willing, we will see all of 
you at our Lenten Retreat next 
year.

The Oldest Orthodox  
Community in Montreal 
Celebrates Pascha with 
Bishop ALEXANDER

To live an Orthodox life in 
Montreal is a big challenge, and 
to keep our churches full on 
Sundays is a bigger challenge 
for our Montreal clergy. By 
the grace of God, however, St. 
Nicholas Church is undergoing 
a revival this year, our Church 
is full, our Youth groups are ac-
tive, new families are joining 
our parish and, as one of our pa-
rishioners said at a recent lun-
cheon, we are “alive and well.”

St. Nicholas Church was es-
tablished by St. Raphael of 
Brooklyn and is the oldest Or-
thodox Community in Montreal. 
We received great blessings 
this holy season, starting from 
the Sunday of the Veneration of 
the Cross when we were visited 
by His Grace Bishop ALEXAN-
DER, who brought with him 
an antique Cross, which has a 
Relic of the Holy Cross embed-
ded in it, with which to bless 
our parishioners following the 
Divine Liturgy. On the following 
Sunday, the Feast of the Annun-
ciation, we had a fabulous Mid-
Lenten Luncheon hosted by our 
very active Antiochian Women. 
The next Sunday (St. Mary of 
Egypt), we were visited by His 

Grace Bishop LUKA from our 
Patriarchate in Damascus, who 
asked that we pray for the Syr-
ian people and reminded us of 
Syria’s rich Christian history.

Following the Divine Liturgy 
on St. Lazarus Saturday, our 
youth enjoyed weaving palm 
crosses for our parishioners to 
carry on Palm Sunday, when 
were visited again by His Grace 
Bishop ALEXANDER. The po-
lice gave us an escort around 
the block for our parish proces-
sion. That day we also had an an-
nual bake sale of Arabic sweets, 
prepared by our Antiochian 
Women, and a sale of hand-
made goods by the residents of 
Al-Kafaat (Lebanon). All of our 
daily Holy Week services were 
well-attended. On Holy Friday 
we hosted an All-Night Vigil for 
our Teen SOYO and for Adults, 
which followed a viewing of 
the movie “The Passion of the 
Christ.” The Vigil lasted the en-
tire night and ended with the 
Divine Liturgy on Holy Saturday 
morning. Our volunteer youth 
directors prepared a Lenten 
brunch for those who attended 
the Vigil and Liturgy.

Our Paschal Liturgy was won-
derful and very well-attended. 
Following the service, one fam-
ily sponsored a meal for the en-
tire parish, which everyone went 
downstairs to enjoy at 1:00 a.m. 
At Agape Vespers later, many 
children came to enjoy the pro-
cession around the Church and 
the reading of the Holy Gospel 
in ten languages! All in all, with 
the joint effort of the Pastor of 
four years, the Rev. Fr. Mark 

COMMUNITIES IN ACTIONARCHDIOCESAN

OFFICE
ORDAINED

IBRAHIM, Deacon Michael, to the holy priest-
hood by Bishop NICHOLAS on March 4, 2012. 
His is attached to St. George in Little Falls, New 
Jersey.

PAYNE, Christopher, to the holy diaconate by 
Archbishop JOSEPH on April 22, 2012, at Ss. 
 Peter and Paul Church in Salt Lake City, Utah. He 
is attached to that parish.

STAUFFER, Dr. J. S. Luke, to the holy diaconate 
by Bishop BASIL on May 6, 2012, at St. George 
Cathedral in Wichita, Kansas. He is assigned to 
the Chapel of the Holy Mother of God in Freder-
icksburg, Texas.
 

ELEVATED

AARAJ, Priest Antoun, to the dignity of Archpriest 
by Bishop ANTOUN on March 4, 2012, at the 
Mission of St. Ignatius of Antioch in Boca Raton, 
Florida.

BULLOCK, Priest Gabriel, to the dignity of Arch-
priest by Bishop ANTOUN on May 13, 2012, at 
the Church of St. Nicholas in Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina.

MALOUF, Father Romanos, of St. Nicholas Church 
in Bridgeport, Connecticut, to the rank of Arch-
priest by Bishop NICHOLAS on April 22, 2011.

BAL, Deacon Sami, of St. Nicholas in Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, to the rank of Archdeacon by Bish-
op NICHOLAS on April 22, 2011.

HADDAD, Father Samuel, of St. Nicholas Church 
in Beckley, West Virginia, to the rank of Arch-
priest by Bishop THOMAS on April 29, 2011.

Donations to The WORD  
April 2012

George J. Farha Living Trust $500
Pearl and Bob Nahass,
     in memory of Joyce Nasser
     of Ford City, Pennsylvania $100
Bahij & Margaret Shamat $100
Lucy Lore $30
V. Rev. William J. Evansky $25
Mr. Richard Abodeely $25
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Interested in studying Orthodox theology?
Unable to attend a seminary or theological school?

 
The St. Stephen’s Course of Studies in Orthodox Theology is your answer. Besides our theological program, 
we are also now offering three new specialization tracks: Youth Ministry, Musicology and Iconology. These 
tracks are offered in a distinct Orthodox and Byzantine setting. 
The St. Stephen’s Course, a three-year directed reading program under the auspices of the Antiochian House 
of Studies, is open to both men and women. 
For Information and catalogue, contact
St. Stephen’s Course of Studies
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Please send me further information and application forms for the St. Stephen’s Course of Studies in Orthodox 
Theology.
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            Please print
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E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________________________



Wyatt, a dedicated group of ac-
tive volunteers, and our posi-
tive and caring parishioners, 
we are experiencing a healthy 
rebirth at St. Nicholas Church. 
Following our local Bright Mon-
day tradition, all the Antiochian 
clergy of Montreal and Ottawa 
gathered at St. Mary’s Church 
in Montreal to serve the Divine 
Liturgy with His Grace Bishop 
ALEXANDER. Next year this 
joint service will be held at St. 
Nicholas Church, God willing. 
Please keep us in your prayers 
and visit us in Montreal!

Young Adult Spring   
Retreat in the Diocese of 
Toledo and the Midwest

After 2011’s Fall Gathering, 
His Grace Bishop ANTHONY 
(then Bishop-elect) encouraged 
the young adults to continue to 
meet on a regular basis. With 
no spring meeting scheduled, 
we decided to plan a spring 
retreat to focus on spiritual re-
newal and fellowship with other 
young adults from our Diocese. 
We chose the weekend of March 
30–April 1, 2012, and the Basil-
ica of St. Mary in Livonia, Mich-
igan, graciously offered their fa-
cility as the host location. Over 
60 young adults from 13 parish-
es in our Diocese came together 
for our Young Adult Spring Re-
treat, sponsored by the Diocese 
of Toledo Fellowship of St. John 
the Divine. 

The weekend began as we 
prayed the Akathist service to-
gether with the parishioners 
of St. Mary’s. Following the 
service, His Grace Bishop AN-
THONY began the retreat with 
an introduction to the topic, 
“Following in the Footsteps of 
Christ.” The evening concluded 
with a Coffee House social in the 
Activity Center at the church. 
This helped us to relax follow-
ing the long drive, and to get to 

know each other. We thank Tom 
and Lillian Saba for their work 
planning and organizing the 
evening social. 

After a good night’s sleep, 
Saturday began with Matins, fol-
lowed by talks from His Grace 
Bishop ANTHONY, Fr. Alexis 
Kouri (Diocese FSJD Spiritual 
Advisor), and Fr. Joseph Abud 
(Pastor, St. George Church, 
Flint, Michigan). In the after-
noon we went to visit the Arab-
American National Museum in 
Dearborn, and then returned 
to St. Mary’s for Great Vespers. 
After a short rest following Ves-
pers, we went to Gemmayze 
Lebanese Kitchen and Lounge 
in Royal Oak, Michigan, for a 
delicious Lenten meal. We came 
together once again on Sunday 
morning to celebrate a Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy with His 
Grace Bishop ANTHONY pre-
siding. 

The weekend was a great suc-
cess, and we hope to maintain 
the momentum with future ac-
tivities for the young adults of 
our Diocese. We would like to 
thank the many people who 
made the retreat such a huge 
success: Bishop ANTHONY for 
his leadership and inspirational 
talks; Fr. George Shalhoub, Fr. 
Jim King, and the faithful of 

St. Mary’s for their hospitality; 
Fr. Alexis Kouri for his talk and 
guidance as our Spiritual Advi-
sor; Fr. Joseph Abud for his re-
flection on the priesthood; Kh. 
Sally Ruffin for her assistance 
with registration; Stacey Ba-
deen for her help with the ho-
tels; Dan and Kathy Abraham 
for their donation of cookies 
and treats; the retreat planning 
committee (Kristen Abraham, 
Amy Ansara, Michael Ansara, 
Elizabeth and Nick Ayoub, Tom 
and Lillian Saba, and Khalil Sa-
mara), and most of all, all who 
attended the retreat. We look 
forward to seeing everyone at 
our Diocese Parish Life Confer-
ence in Alsip, Illinois (Chicago), 
June 27–July 1, 2012!

Khalil G. Samara
President, Fellowship of St. John the Divine

Diocese of Toledo and the  Midwest

Great Food and Talent 
Grace New England’s Pre-
Conference Event

In New England, the Parish 
Life Conference started early 
this year. The diocese is accus-
tomed to gathering at the end of 
June, so a pre-conference event 
in early May was a novel idea. 
On a brilliant Sunday evening, 
the church of Saint George in 

Norwood (the Conference hosts 
for 2012) brought together 
over two hundred people, in-
cluding His Grace Bishop JOHN 
and pastors from several of the 
churches, for a contest of chefs 
and talent. Borrowing a theme 
from a popular TV show, the 
gathering was billed as New 
England’s Got Talent and New 
England’s Got Taste. Three 
and a half hours later there was 
not a doubt – the diocese indeed 
has many incredibly talented 
people.

The idea for this gathering 
was to generate excitement for 
the upcoming conference. In a 
fun and upbeat setting, it gave 
both the participants and those 
in attendance a great opportu-
nity for fellowship and to show-
case their many gifts. The pro-
ceeds from the night were set 
aside to help keep tickets to the 
Conference itself affordable for 
everyone.

With a single exception, the 
night went without a hitch: the 
planners on the talent side had 
to go with “Plan B” and, rather 
than ask just the top acts to re-
turn at the Conference Awards 
Dinner, they let all the acts go 
through to the “finals.” The di-
versity of those sharing their 

God-given abilities with the dio-
cese in the talent competition 
was obvious: they were younger 
and older; from many different 
parishes; they sang, played in-
struments and danced; and the 
musical numbers were classical, 
contemporary, jazz and even op-
era. At the end of the show, the 
audience passed in ballots with 
their favorites checked off. The 
results from the preliminary 
round will count toward one-
third of the final score. The top 
three, following Round One, are 
Greg Abdalah from St. George 
Cathedral in Worcester, Tyler 
Campbell from St. George in 
Norwood, and Heather Feldman 
from St. John of Damascus in 
Dedham. 
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On the culinary side, 14 chefs 
and cooks entered the competi-
tion and, as with the talent line-
up, the wide range of entrants 
was clear: the youngest was 15; 
they were both men and wom-
en; and they came from six dif-
ferent parishes. Their task was 
to prepare an appetizer. Those 
attending the event were the 
judges. By evening’s end every-
one was incredibly satisfied – 
and that was before the dessert 
table was opened! Entrants pre-
pared chicken wings, meatballs, 
kibbee, calzones, kafta, ka’ak 
and more. In close balloting, 

the winner was Carol Hazerjian 
from the Dedham parish, who 
made Ich (an Armenian bulgar 
and tomato salad.)

In the New England diocese, 
members of the parishes have 
always been close to one an-
other, and a friendly competi-
tion has inspired them to draw 
closer. The $500 first-place 
prize for the talent winner and 
the $250 check for the favorite 
chef were certainly incentives 
to participate. The event, how-
ever, was anything but a fierce 
competition: those who shared 
their abilities as well as those 

who watched (and ate) were of 
one mind; it was great to be to-
gether as a family, united in love 
and the True Faith.

Round Two moves to the Con-
ference in Ogunquit, Maine, 
on the shores of the Atlantic. 
The Conference will be the 74th 
such gathering of the Diocese 
and the first with our Bishop 
JOHN. By God’s Grace, the fel-
lowship which exists among the 
churches in New England will 
grow stronger, the Gospel will 
be preached, and in all things 
God will be glorified.

Bishop THOMAS visits 
St. Mary

The fourth and fifth weeks of 
Great Lent this year were espe-
cially spiritually blessed for the 
parish of St. Mary’s in Hunt Val-
ley, Baltimore, Maryland: His 
Grace Bishop THOMAS’s pas-
toral visit to the parish during 
the weekend of March 23–25 
for The Feast of the Annuncia-
tion coincided with, and prayer-
fully and powerfully linked, 
these two critical weeks in the 
Church’s journey to Pascha.

 During an eleven-day stay 
in the Baltimore area Sayidna 
presided over St. Mary’s daily 
English and Arabic Lenten 
services both in the week pre-
ceding and that following the 
weekend of the Annunciation 
Feast. His Grace’s gentle pasto-
ral presence, and his sensitive 
and profound spiritual guidance 
and wisdom offered at the end 
of these services, deepened and 
strengthened the spiritual prep-
aration of the attendees to re-
ceive the Risen Lord at Pascha.

The principal liturgical high-
lights of His Grace’s visit were 
his presiding over the offering 
of the fourth Akathist Hymn 
on March 23, Great Vespers of 
the Annunciation on March 24, 
and the celebration of Sunday 
Orthros and the Hierarchical 
Liturgy marking the Feast of 
the Annunciation. His recur-
ring message to the faithful  
throughout the Annunciation 
weekend services was that they 
must constantly strive to com-
prehend fully the meaning of 
the “good news” announced to 
the Virgin Mary by the Archan-
gel Gabriel, and to appropriate 
individually and live out the re-

ality of the Lord’s redemptive 
love for humanity demonstrated 
by the Incarnation, just as did 
the Theotokos.

Just prior to the beginning of 
the Hierarchical Liturgy, Bish-
op THOMAS ordained Vasili 
Poulos to the Sub-diaconate. 
Sub-deacon Vasili is a graduate 
of the St. Stephen’s Program, 
holds a Masters of Arts Degree 
in Applied Orthodox Theology 
from  The University of Bala-

mand ‘s St. John of Damascus 
Institute of Theology, and is a 
doctoral candidate in the Doc-
tor of Ministry Program offered 
in academic partnership by 
The Antiochian House of Stud-
ies and Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary.   

At the conclusion of the Hi-
erarchical Liturgy, His Grace 
and all those present exited the 
Church and proceeded to the 
newly constructed road that 

32   The Word

Communities In Action



will serve as the entrance to the construction 
site of the new Byzantine-style church that the 
St. Mary’s community is building. Bishop Thom-
as prayed over and blessed the new road, aptly 
named “Heaven’s Way.”

The eventful Sunday of the Feast of the An-
nunciation ended with a luncheon prepared and 
served by St. Mary’s Sisterhood of Martha and 
Mary in honor of Sayidna’s visit. Archpriest Fr. 
Theodoros Daoud, St. Mary’s Parish Council and 
the entire St. Mary’s parish wish Bishop THOM-
AS many years and look forward to the blessings 
of many future visits by His Grace.

Application to the Pastoral Marriage and Family Counseling  

Certificate Program 

Antiochian House of Studies 

Date:_____________ 

Name: (first)____________________(middle)________________(last)____________________ 

Title/Position in Parish:__________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________State:___________________Zip:_______________________ 

Jurisdiction:_________________________Name of Parish:______________________________ 

Total number of years in parish work:_________________ 

Description of current position and responsibilities in you parish including length of time at current 
position.  List previous parish work experience and length of time: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
State below your interest in attending the Pastoral Marriage and Family Certificate Program and what 
you expect to gain from it.  How do you expect to use the knowledge and skills from the program. 

 

 

 

Attach two letters of reference from peer or professional colleagues who have known you and support 
you taking this program. 

Please submit this application and a $50 check made payable to Antiochian House of Studies by 
January 31, 2013 to 

Amy Stiffler, Director of Event Services & Inside Sales 
Antiochian Village Conference and Retreat Center 
140 Church Camp Trail  

       “Icons: Creation through Prayer” 
An Iconography Class for Adults 

    at Antiochian Village 

Instructor: Cheryl Ann Pituch
           

Saturday, Aug. 4 through Sun. Aug. 12, 2012 

Cost: Package prices include course fee, all 
  materials, 8 nights lodging and all meals 

 Single Occupancy pkg.  -  $1395.00 
 Double Occupancy pkg. -  $1125.00 

  Triple Occupancy pkg.   -  $1035.00 

    Antiochian Village Conference Center 
    140 Church Camp Trail 
    Bolivar, PA 15923 



For more information contact 
Barli Ross - 724-238-3677 ext. 425. 
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Antiochian House of Studies

Pastoral Marriage & Family Counseling  
Certificate Program

To receive additional information and 
registration materials please contact  

Amy Stiffler, Registrar
Tel: 724-238-3677
Fax: 724-238-2102

events@antiochianvillage.org

Antiochian Village Conference & Retreat Center
6 miles N. of Ligonier

140 Church Camp Trail
Bolivar, PA 15923

Note: Coursework may not be transferable to other graduate 
programs as this is not an accredited program, but is a certificate of 

training program sponsored by the Antiochian House of Studies.
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-Keynote Speaker: Bishop Anthony Michaels, of Indiana 
-Teen Soyo Activities 
-Trip to visit the incorrupt relics of St. John of Shanghai in San Francisco 
-And Much More… 

 

 

Orthodox Church of the Redeemer 
                     In Los Altos Hills, CA 

 
                          Cordially invites you to the Beautiful Bay Area, CA  

’For the  

60th Annual Diocese of Los Angeles and the West 
           Parish Life Conference 

July 4- July 8, 2012 
Santa Clara Marriott Hotel 

Santa Clara, CA 
     For more Information and to register, go to 

 http://plc2012.org 
 
 

              

Hotel Information 
Santa Clara Marriott Hotel 
2700 Mission College Blvd, Santa Clara, CA 95054 
Phone: (408) 988-1500 
Group code:  PLC or Parish Life Conference  
*Conference Special Rate is $109 per night  
Please reserve your hotel rooms early, as there are 
limited rooms available. 
 

Please contact us with any questions by phone (650) 941-1570 or by                              
email at plc2012@orthodoxredeemer.org 

 

Chu
rch of the Virgin Mary Antio

ch
ia

n
 C

h
u

rc
h

www.VirginMaryOC.org  VirginMary@VirginMaryOC.org  (708)239-0004www.VirginMaryOC.org  VirginMary@VirginMaryOC.org  (708)239-0004www.VirginMaryOC.org  VirginMary@VirginMaryOC.org  (708)239-0004www.VirginMaryOC.org  VirginMary@VirginMaryOC.org  (708)239-0004
Palos Heights, IL (formerly of Alsip, IL)
Hosted by Church of the Virgin Mary Antiochian ChurchHosted by Church of the Virgin Mary Antiochian Church

See www.2012MidwestPLC.org for event information!

800-222-8733
OR

DoubleTreeOakBrook.com

PLC Room Rate Code: CVM

*PLC Room Rate Ends June 6

Special $99 (plus taxes)
for 2 Doubles or 1 King
Special $99 (plus taxes)
for 2 Doubles or 1 King
Special $99 (plus taxes)
for 2 Doubles or 1 King

1909 Spring Road
Oak Brook, IL 60523

DoubleTree by HiltonDoubleTree by Hilton
Save the Date!  Reserve Your Room NOW!Save the Date!  Reserve Your Room NOW!

June 27th - July 1st, 2012June 27th - July 1st, 2012
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of  North America

Diocese of  Toledo & the MidwestDiocese of  Toledo & the Midwest

2012 Midwest Parish Life Conference2012 Midwest Parish Life Conference

The Westin Galleria Houston Room Rate: $129 per night* 

Endless shopping, dining, and entertainment just steps away at the 
Galleria Shopping Center! 

*Special rate available until May 6, 2012. Please use discount code: DWF02 

2012 Parish Life Conference 
June 6-9, 2012 

Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America 

 

5060 West Alabama 

Houston, TX 77056  

(713) 960-8100 

Register Online: www.PLC2012.info 

Early Bird Price until May 1, 2012 

Houston Children’s Museum 

Teen Ice Skating at Galleria  

“Festival of Lights” Hafli 

Post conference celebration 

St. Joseph Orthodox Church  
10644 Hammerly Blvd., Houston, TX 77043 
Phone: (713) 973-7001 
Website: www.saintjosephorthodox.org        
Email: plc@saintjosephorthodox.org 

Sp
ec

ia
l 

Ev
en

ts
: 

The 74th Annual Diocese of Worcester & New England

June 21 - 24, 2012

The Cliff House, Ogunquit, Maine
Hosted by Saint George Church of Norwood

Parish Life
Conference

IT’S IT’S A NEW ENGLAND FA NEW ENGLAND FAMILAMILY REUNIONY REUNION
Join Bishop JOHN 

and your friends for a weekend to remember!

Book your rooms today at this amazing resort right on the Atlantic.
$149 per night; phone the hotel, 207-361-1000 or go on-line to:
www.CliffHouseMaine.com/attendees User name - PARISH / Password - pa986B

norwoodplc2012@gmail.com • www.http://stgeorgenorwood.org/PLC2012
For more information please contact

P A U L  J A B A R A  A T  J A B A R A S M I @ G M A I L . C O M  O R  5 1 4 - 7 3 8 - 8 4 0 1

Antiochian Village • 140 Church Camp Trail • Bolivar, PA 15923

Sacred 
music institute

Sacred 2 7 t h  a n n u a l

Wednesday, July 25th to Sunday, July 29th, 2012

“Christ is Born!
Glorify Him!”

Young Conductor’s 
Apprentice Program

Youth Music Ministry

Byzantine Chant

Youth, Adult and 
Byzantine Choirs

Music Theory

Conducting

Vocal Techniques

“Name That Tone!”

Talent Show

 

Hotel Location 

 On Ft. Lauderdale  Beach 
4060 Galt Ocean Drive 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33308  

www.OceanSkyResort.com 

 

 

2012 PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE 

June 13-17, 2012 
Antiochian Diocese of Miami & the Southeast 

 
 
 

Room Rate: Only $89 per night* 
ALL ROOMS OCEAN VIEW—Queen-Double or King 

For Hotel Reservations Call 1-800-678-9022  
*Please be sure to mention St. Philip Antiochian Orthodox Church PLC 2012 

Group when making your reservation in order to receive this special rate. 

Please Contact your Hosts for Questions: 

St. Philip Antiochian Orthodox Church 
4870 Griffin Road, Davie, FL 33312      Phone: (954) 584-4030 

Web Site:  www.SaintPhilipFlorida.com        E-mail:  office@SaintPhilipFlorida.com 

♦ Teen SOYO 

♦ Fellowship of 

    St. John the Divine 

♦ Antiochian Women 

♦ The Order of St. Ignatius 

  REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE AT 
www.SaintPhilipFlorida.com 
starting January 1, 2012 

 

Please Contact your Hosts for Questions:
St. Philip Antiochian Orthodox Church

4870 Griffin Road, Davie, FL 33312     Phone: (954) 584-4030
For registration, click on the Archdiocese website.

E-mail: office@SaintPhilipFlorida.com



(all listings are for concerts unless otherwise indicated):
2012 Tour Schedule

This tour has been funded through the generosity of The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch, the charitable arm of the Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese of North America.To find out more about  The Order, please see their website at www.antiochian.org/order.

Tuesday, September 11:  St. George Church, Cicero, IL
Wednesday, September 12:  St. Nicholas  Church, Grand Rapids, MI for Vespers
Thursday, September 13:  St. George Church, Troy, MI for Vesperal-Liturgy
Friday, September 14:  Basilica of St. Mary, Livonia, MI 
Saturday, September 15:  St. George Church, Cleveland, OH
Sunday, September, 16:  St. George Cathedral, Pittsburgh for Divine Liturgy
TTuesday, September 18:  Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Potomac, MD
Wednesday, September 19:  St. George Cathedral, Worcester, MA
Friday, September 21:  St. George Church, Boston, MA
Saturday, September 22:  St. Nicholas Cathedral, Brooklyn, NY
Sunday, September 23:  St. Nicholas Cathedral, Brooklyn, NY for Divine Liturgy

With the blessings of His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP of North America and His Eminence, Metropolitan ELIAS of 
Beirut, The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America is pleased to welcome the 
Ecclesiastical Choir of St. Romanos the Melodist from the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of Beirut, Lebanon on 
their Fall 2012 Tour of the USA from September 10-24, 2012. 

Led by the Priest Romanos Joubran, Dean of the Cathedral of St. George in Beirut and instructor of Byzantine Music, the
choir has produced several professional recordings and performed throughout Lebanon and Europe.  This will be 
their first tour of the United States.  Search "Romanos Joubran" ontheir first tour of the United States.  Search "Romanos Joubran" on YouTube to listen to samples of their music.

Check the parish in your area for detailed information regarding times and/or ticket information.

By the Choir of St. Romanos the Melodist of the Archdiocese of Beirut

Concert of Syro-Byzantine Liturgical Music
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