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Like a person, when a parish is stressed, we 
often are frightened and act desperately. Some 
would say that we “regress,” which leaves us feel-
ing young, and without the tools that we have 
gathered in our lives. In such periods of stress, 
we parishes can seem to forget our vision and 
purpose, and revert to operating like a club or 
business. When this happens, we need to remem-
ber how many times Jesus and God have told us 
not to be afraid. It is fear that paralyzes us and 
steals away our peace. It is fear that prevents us 
from remembering that this is God’s Church, and 
Christ is our Head. Out of personal and, some-
how, corporate desperation, we rely on ourselves 
and our ways instead of God and His ways. Out 
of fear we fight our way to the front, and try to 
save our Church. When we do, we surpass God. 
In our regression, we momentarily forget that it 
is God’s Church and Christ is Her Head, and the 
only Savior.

Often, the source of stress on a parish is finan-
cial. In such a condition, a council may be tempt-
ed to think like a club and attack “club members 
who are not paying enough dues.” Such a council 
may threaten not to allow club services for non-
payment of dues. To my mind, this is like a volun-
teer fire department or ambulance service refus-
ing to serve families who have not donated in the 
calendar year. Whatever you think about such ser-
vices being refused to non-subscribers, there are 
explanations for such behaviors and decisions on 
the part of those who don’t participate. It may be 
that people don’t allow themselves to think that 
bad things would ever happen to them. They can’t 
think about such unpleasant things. Others, when 
faced with a decision to join or not to join a ser-
vice, choose to play the odds and not pay mem-

bership or buy insurance, figuring that they will 
keep their donations and buy or forgo services of-
fered. Some choose to risk their house burning, or 
not making it to the hospital in the unlikely event 
of a heart attack or stroke. This may not make 
sense to some, but it does to others. Whatever our 
opinions and logic, we can say from our corporate 
experience that a strategy of “withholding servic-
es” doesn’t get people to participate. Threatening 
to withhold services like a club is not only not 
church-like, it simply doesn’t work.

Sometimes under financial stress, we forget 
that we are a church and want to act like a busi-
ness. Blessed with a family business background, I 
am comfortable with the language and constructs 
of business. In business terminology, we need to 
know and understand the business that we are in! 
If we are in the Church “business,” then our busi-
ness “mission” is to save souls and do God’s will. 
Our mission is to be the body of Christ, and a 
body obeys its Head. Our Head is Christ and the 
Scriptures are clear about how the Head operates 
and what the Head wants. Our goal as a Church 
and as Christians is to praise the Father and take 
care of each other. We don’t do that by threat-
ening not to provide services, we do it by loving 
and caring for each other. Modern businesses are 
worker and customer-friendly. Successful busi-
nesses today win the good-will and loyalty of 
workers and customers by showing genuine care. 
In the Church, we call this love. A second busi-
ness principle is that we attract business by doing 
a better job in our line of work, and a third is 
showing our workers and customers that we are 
successful. We need to be the Church and show 
our joy!

In the Church business, we have no customers. 

editor’s letter

Parish Councils – 
Be Not Afraid!
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All of those baptized into Christ are His 
workers or servants. All are called into 
Christ’s priesthood through baptism to 
praise the Father and take care of God’s 
people. Our mission is to extend that 
care to God’s world and call others into 
our common service and life. Some-
times those we are called to recruit are 
baptized Orthodox Christians who have 
not been inspired lately. Sometimes it is 
the neighbor who is suffering or look-
ing for Christ. Our strength comes from 
strengthening our commitments and 
deepening our Orthodox Christian ex-
perience.

Friends, allow me to speak plainly. It 
takes twenty-five tithing families to sup-
port a church building and a full-time 
priest. It is time for us who lead in the 
Church to be examples for the commu-
nity. We need to be examples of stew-
ardship, generosity and love. Eventu-
ally, people will see the benefits of this 
kind of life and choose to follow such an 
example. Even if others don’t follow us, 
we will rest in the assurance that we are 
following Christ, and following Christ 
brings with it a contentment that is of 
great value and reward.

Our Father in Christ, Metropolitan 
PHILIP, has been a fearless example of 
Christian leadership and stewardship. 
He has led every financial campaign by 
personal example. He has led us using 
scriptural and canonical principles and 
administered the Archdiocese with or-
der and in love. During times of internal 
or external stress, he has held firm to 
his vision of the Church and kept us to-
gether and on course. He has shown no 
fear. I urge parish councils to follow this 
example and be the Church of mercy 
and love that has Christ as her Head.

by Fr. John Abdalah
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 When Jesus came to earth He found us with 
lame limbs, weak and failing, and He perfected 
our bodies and restored them to health, just as 
He corrected, molded, improved, and fulfilled 
the Old Law. St. Ephrem the Syrian describes 
some of the healing effects of the Incarnation on 
human nature in his Hymn 37, On Virginity:

His body was newly mixed with our bod-
ies, and His pure blood has been poured 
out into our veins, and His voice into our 
ears, and His brightness into our eyes. All 
of Him has been mixed into all of us by His 
compassion, and since He loves his church 
very much, he did not give her the manna 
of her rival. He had living bread for her 
to eat. Wheat, the olive and grapes, cre-
ated for our use – the three of them serve 
You symbolically in three ways. With three 
medicines You healed our disease. Human-
kind had become weak and sorrowful and 
was failing. You strengthened her with Your 
blessed bread, and You consoled her with 

Your sober wine, and You made her joyful 
with Your holy chrism (K. McVey, Ephrem 
the Syrian: Hymns, Classics of Western 
Spirituality, New York: Mahwah, 1989, 
p. 425).

God has become man, the chasm bridged, 
the mediation effected, righteousness perfected 
and modeled on the earth, death slain, the devil 
defeated, sin atoned for, the curse annulled, Ha-
des destroyed, Christ resurrected, the God-man 
ascended, Paradise opened, human flesh en-
throned in heaven, the throne of David occupied, 
the Kingdom established, the demons trampled, 
and man dignified. God is with us! Understand 
all ye nations and submit yourselves!1

The Resurrection of Virginity and 
 Marriage

The newness of Christian man expresses itself 
clearly in his marriage and sexual life. With the 
redemption and elevation of human nature has 
come the redemption and elevation of  everything 
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New Creation in Christ:
How  Jesus Changed Us and Our  Marriages
“If any man is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold new things 
have come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). We come to the Holy Gospel at last and to the Christian way of 
life! The fullness of time has come and God has sent forth His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. How ev-
erything has changed! No aspect of life remains as it was before Christ came. Everything has died 
with Him, and everything has been raised and transfigured in Him. All for us has been redeemed, 
transformed, deified, elevated, and, in a word, made Christian.



associated with it, including marriage. With the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ has come the resur-
rection of holy virginity, lost at the Fall. All of the 
unspeakably glorious Gospel realities enumerat-
ed above have provoked an immense sea-change 
in our way of life.

From Earth to Heaven

In the Gospel, the focus is no longer on the 
earth, as it was in the Law, but on heaven. Un-
til death had been destroyed by Jesus, and His 
Kingdom established on the earth, the promise 
of heavenly reward was an obscure dream, and 
ineffective as a motivating factor for the people 
of God, which is why in the Law the Lord moti-
vated His people by the promise of earthly bless-
ing and security. Read Deuteronomy, Chapters 
27–29, or Leviticus, Chapter 26. There you will 
find both the blessings and the curses of the Old 
Covenant. Covenant-keepers reaped tremendous 
earthly rewards: long-life, immunity from bodily 
diseases, seasonable weather, fruitful harvests, 
urban security, civil peace, protection from wild 
animals, fruitful child-bearing, and victory in 
war. You get the picture. Covenant-breakers, on 
the other hand, reaped painful earthly curses: 
sudden terror, consumption and fever, barren 
fields, empty harvests, defeat in war, death of 
livestock and children, and all this as “vengeance 
for the covenant” (Leviticus 26:25). Do you see 
the emphases?: earthly things. 

Jesus did not teach this way. Instead of a con-
stant appeal to earthly blessings and curses, He 
appealed to the realities of heaven and hell, and 
to the highest motivation of all: love. The Lord 
promised the Kingdom, and great rewards and 
“a good defense” at His dread judgment seat. In 
fact, no one spoke more often and in more ways 
of the reality of eternal rewards, of heaven and 
hell, than the Lord of love Himself. Why would 
Jesus speak so much about hell? Because He 
does not want anyone to go there. He called 
upon His disciples to “seek first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness”(St. Matthew 6:33) 
and not to worry about earthly things. By His 
example and teaching He taught us to despise 
earthly rewards and punishments, as grown-ups 
no longer value children’s toys. We are not to 
fear those who can kill the body, but rather to 
fear Him who can destroy both the body and the 

soul in hell (St. Matthew 10:28). Christians are to 
have their eyes keenly fixed upon the rewards of 
the Kingdom, and upon the terrors of hell-fire. 

Unlike Jews, Christians were not promised 
that their bodies, children, and livestock would 
be perfectly healthy and fruitful. Christians 
have not spent their lives looking to possess an 
earthly promised land, or full barns, or prosper-
ous fields, or protection from disease, or fruitful 
physical reproduction, though these things re-
main blessings from God. Christians are prom-
ised and are to be ready at all times for just the 
opposite in this life. Our lot is persecution: “All 
who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted” (2 St. Timothy 3:12). Our 
lot is suffering, “For to you it has been granted 
for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but 
also to suffer for His sake” (Philippians 1:29). 
Our lot is holy martyrdom: “If anyone wishes to 
come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever wishes 
to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses 
his life for My sake and the Gospel’s shall save 
it” (St. Mark 8:34–35). We do not wear crosses 
around our necks for nothing! We are prepar-
ing to die for Christ. No longer is death feared; 
rather, it is now scorned and despised, as has 
been demonstrated by the innumerable martyrs 
who have adorned the Church with their blood 
for the last two thousand years.

Martyrs, and faithful Christians who are will-
ing to be martyrs, show that they are not seeking 
earthly rewards, but rewards as much better than 
those offered Old Testament believers as heaven 
is better than earth. We have been blessed, ac-
cording to the Holy Apostle, with “every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ” (Ephe-
sians 1:3). Because Jesus is in heaven, heaven is 
where our heart is, where our mind is, and where 
our hope is. “Our citizenship is in heaven, from 
which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3:20). We are not pin-
ing after children and earthly prosperity, but for 
Paradise itself. We are not seeking the increase 
of money, but the increase of the Holy Spirit (St. 
Luke 11:13). We are not focused on visible and 
temporal things, but invisible and eternal things 
(2 Corinthians 4:18). The hope of the people of 
God is no longer a long life on earth, but eternal 
life in the Kingdom of God (St. John 17:3).
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From Child to Adult

These new heavenly aspirations of Christians 
are firmly rooted and supported in a new Gospel 
ethic established by Jesus Himself. New Testa-
ment Law, the “Law of Christ” (St. James 1:25) 
is a more demanding moral code than the Old 
Testament. Christ’s Law brings the Old Testa-
ment Law to fulfillment (St. Matthew 5:17–20), 
and applies it with a deeper, more internal and 
searching application for Christians.2 Religious 
laws in the New Covenant are thus much strict-
er than are those in the Old Covenant.3 Unlike 
the epoch of the Old Covenant, we New Cove-
nant believers have climbed to a “loftier peak, 
we strip ourselves for a more rigorous athletic 
contest.” “For what else is commanded of us but 
that we live like those intellectual and incorpo-
real powers?” (St. John Chrysostom, Against 
those co-habiting with women; Shore, 1983, 
p. 202). Now, in the age of the Church, we are 
in a race with the angelic powers, and this has 
tremendous implications for marriage, virginity, 
and sexuality.

From Jew to Christian

This new and higher goal of life in the Chris-
tian Church is propagated by Jesus because man 
is now new and higher himself (St. John Chrys-
ostom, Homily XI in Romans, NPNF, vol. 11, 
p. 411). Not only has Jesus’ Incarnation, perfect 
earthly life, death, plundering of Hades, Resur-
rection, Ascension, Session at God’s right hand, 
and sending forth of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh 
on the Day of Pentecost, fundamentally redeemed 
and elevated human nature, but the grace of God 
which has been poured out upon mankind has 
greatly increased. The divine assistance given to 
man in the New Covenant is immense, for we 
have become partakers of the divine nature itself 
(2 Peter 1:4). We have been mystically united 
in an intimate communion with the Holy Trin-
ity. God in us, and we in God: this is the Chris-
tian life (St. John 14:23). This union of God and 
man is effected, maintained, and deepened by 
the Holy Mysteries instituted by Christ Himself 
and administered in His Body, the Church, by the 
stewards of these mysteries, the Holy Apostles 
and their successors (1 Corinthians 4:1). No lon-
ger are we living in the shadows and with the 
types of the Holy Mysteries as the righteous of 

the Old Covenant were. They had a type of bap-
tism when they were baptized into Moses in the 
cloud and the sea, but we have the real thing. 
They had a type of the Eucharist when they ate 
the manna in the wilderness and drank from the 
rock, which followed them, but we have the real 
thing (1 Corinthians 10:1–4). These types, being 
merely shadows of, and pointers to, the glorious 
Mysteries to come, did not bring radical regen-
eration to the people, however. The people still 
were ensnared by sexual immorality, for which 
the Lord caused twenty-three thousand of them 
to fall in a single day (1 Corinthians 10:8–9).

 Our body, before Christ’s coming, was 
an easy prey to the assaults of sin. For af-
ter death a great swarm of passions entered 
also. And for this cause it was not lightsome 
for running the race of virtue. For there was 
no Spirit present to assist, nor any baptism 
to mortify. But as some horse that answereth 
not the rein, it ran indeed, but made frequent 
slips, the Law meanwhile announcing what 
was to be done and what not, yet not convey-
ing into those in the race anything over and 
above exhortation by means of words (St. 
John Chrysostom, Homily XI in Romans, 
NPNF, vol. 11, p. 411). 

Now the end of the ages has come upon us. We 
have been baptized into Jesus Christ, and in this 
baptism have been mystically united to Christ, 
have received complete remission of sins, and 
have been born again of water and the Spirit. 
We have died to the old man who was enslaved 
to lusts, and have been united to Jesus’ Resur-
rection in our baptisms so that we might walk in 
newness of life (Romans 6:3–4). We have been 
sealed by God’s Holy Spirit of promise in chris-
mation, our own personal Pentecost (2 Corinthi-
ans 1:21–22). By eating Jesus’ body and drink-
ing Jesus’ blood in the holy Eucharist, we abide 
in Him and have eternal life (St. John 6:50–58).

Thus man has been ennobled and received 
more divine aid, yet at the same time the ethi-
cal bar has been raised higher. This is how we 
are to understand His command that we surpass 
the righteousness of the scribes and the Phari-
sees. With the coming of more grace have also 
come more and greater trials (St. John Chrysos-
tom, Interpretation of the Prophecy of Isaiah, 
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 Prologue, p. 36). Christ has transformed human 
 capacity, giving man wings without changing 
fundamental human nature. It is like iron coming 
into contact with fire: the iron becomes fire, but 
retains its own nature. With the coming of the 
Holy Spirit, the flesh of man has become lighter, 
“wholly spiritual,” “crucified in all parts,” and 
“flying with the same wings as the soul.” This 
transformation has rendered self-denial possi-
ble and turned hunger, stripes, and prisons into 
painless undertakings (St. John Chrysostom, 
Homily 13 on Romans, NPNF, vol. 11, p. 435). 
Old Covenant ways of living, including those in 
the areas of marriage and sexuality, are beneath 
New Covenant Man. St. John Chrysostom says, 

Since we have been vouchsafed a larger 
and more perfect teaching, God having 
no longer spoken by the prophets, but 
‘having in these last days spoken to us by 
His Son,’ let us show forth a conversation 
far higher than theirs, and suitable to the 
honor bestowed on us. Strange would it be 
that He should have so far lowered Him-
self, as to choose to speak to us no longer 
by His servants, but by His own mouth, 

and yet we should show forth nothing 
more than those of old. They had Moses 
for their teacher, we, Moses’ Lord. Let us 
then exhibit a heavenly wisdom worthy 
of this honor, and let us have nothing to 
do with the earth (St. John Chryosostom, 
Homily 15 on the Gospel of St. John, 
NPNF, vol.14, p. 53). 

In conclusion, the words of the late Romanian 
Elder Cleopa of Sihastria come to mind: “May 
Paradise consume you.” 

V. Rev. Josiah Trenham, Ph.D. (Dunelm)

1.  These powerful words from Isaiah (LXX) 8:10b, 9a, and again 
10b, are chanted as a troparion during the Service of Great Com-
pline. Cf. Essey (1989) The Liturgikon, Englewood, NJ: Antakya 
Press, pp. 76-77.

2.  St. John Chrysostom, Homily 16 on the Gospel of St. Matthew, 
vol. 10, pp. 103-115. This entire homily is devoted to explaining 
just how Christ did not abolish the Law, but fulfilled it. At the 
same time Chrysostom would agree with Terfullian, who wrote, 
“The New Testament is compendiously short, and freed from the 
minute and perplexing burdens of the Law” (Against Marcion, 
ANF, vol. 3, p. 349).

3.  St. John Chrysostom, Homily 19 on the Statues, NPNF, vol. 9, 
p. 469. As an example of this St. John writes, “If under the law it 
is necessary for a thief to give four-fold, how much more under 
grace?” (Homily 52 on the Gospel of St. Matthew, NPNF, vol. 10, 
p. 326). And another example: “If, where the getting of wealth 
was allowed, and the enjoyment of it, and the care of it, there was 
such provision made for the [sic] succoring the poor, how much 
more in that Dispensation, where we are commanded to surren-
der all we have?” (St. John Chrysostom, Homily 4 on Ephesians, 
NPNF, p. 69).
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Early Bird Deadline: 
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www.archdioceseconvention2011.org 
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50th Antiochian Archdiocese Convention 
July 25 – 31, 2011 

Hosted By: St. George Church 
1220 South 60th  Court, Cicero, IL 60804 

(708) 656-2927           
(708) 656-1166 (Fax) 

info@archdioceseconvention2011.org   
www.archdioceseconvention2011.org  

Souvenir Journal Order Form 

Souvenir Journal Deadline: June 5, 2011 

Please write your message here or attach copy. 
Include at least how you want your name(s) to read. 

Please make checks payable to St. George Church, and mail to  
1220 South 60th  Court, Cicero, IL 60804 

Contributions to the Souvenir Journal are tax deductible. 

In order to make this Souvenir Journal one which you will enjoy keeping and 
referencing for many years to come, we plan to include articles and other 
material relating to the Conference theme. Unless you wish to provide text 
and artwork to fill your space, you might consider sponsoring an article. 
We’d acknowledge you as the sponsor of the page. Messages may also be 
placed in honor of or in memory of a loved one..  Please check all thay ap-
ply: 

I would like to sponsor a page of an article in the Journal. Please 
include the following credit/dedication at the bottom of the page. 
Please design my message using the text below and any photos or 
logos I’ve enclosed. 
Please use the supplied, camera-ready message. Make sure edges of 
text/graphics fit within your chosen message size (please provide CD). 
Anonymous Donor 

 SIZE AREA INSIDE MARGINS AMOUNT 

Back Cover 7½” x 10” $10,000.00  
Inside Back Cover 7½” x 10” $7,500.00 
Inside  Front Cover 7½” x 10” $7,500.00 
Icon Page 7½” x 10” $5.000.00 
Diamond Page 7½” x 10” $2,500.00 
Gold Page 7½” x 10” $1,500.00 
Full White Page 7½” x 10” $750.00 
Half Page 3¾”x 5” $500.00 
Quarter Page 1⅞”x 2½”  $300.00 
Eighth Page 1”x11/4” $200.00 

Name   

Company   

Address   
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Bishop THOMAS Visits
Holy Apostles Mission in
Bowling Green

His Grace Bishop THOMAS  visited 
the mission of Holy Apostles in Bowl-
ing Green, Kentucky, December
22–23, 2010. Upon his arrival, he pre-
sided at the Advent Paraklesis, followed 
by a dinner prepared by the members 
of our Mission. Toward the end of 
dinner, Sayidna spoke and answered 
questions on topics ranging from 
monasteries to the proper reading and 
interpretation of Holy Scripture. The 
following morning, His Grace presided 
at Matins, and all were blessed to hear 
a sermon from Subdeacon Paul Aber-
nathy, who was kind enough to drive 

Sayidna to Bowling Green. Fr. Michael 
and Khouria Vicky hosted a breakfast 
for His Grace and the parishioners of 
the Mission at their home following 
Matins, and those gathered had even 
more time to share with His Grace.

Holy Apostles Mission was found-
ed in the spring of 2008 in Bowling 
Green under the direction of Fr. Al-
exander Atty. The community encom-
passes people of American, Arabic, 
Greek, Serbian, and Russian back-
grounds. We have been blessed by the 
pastoral guidance of several visiting 
priests during our fi rst two years: Fr. 
Isaac Farha, Fr. Michael Corbin, and 
Fr. Aaron Warwick, who were assist-
ing Fr. Atty at St. Michael the Arch-
angel Church in Louisville, Kentucky; 

and, Fr. Robert Sanford, the Assistant 
of St. Ignatius, Franklin, Tennessee. 
In August 2010, our community was 
overjoyed at the assignment of our 
fi rst permanent pastor, Fr. Michael 
Nasser, and the arrival of his family 
here in Bowling Green.

Holy Apostles Mission has grown to 
over seventy members and is active in 
the local community through our food 
pantry, clothing giveaways and other 
local ministries. We are also currently 
working to establish a chapter of Or-
thodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) on 
the campus of Western Kentucky Uni-
versity.

We were grateful that Bishop 
THOMAS would take the time to visit 
us and all enjoyed their time with him. 

Communities in Action



Vision for Life – Pittsburgh, a Christian non-prof-
it organization with support from His Eminence 
Metropolitan PHILIP and local Orthodox clergy 
and lay people, conducted a television ad cam-
paign from late December to early February on 
networks that reach over 1.1 million. The major-
ity of the 1,400 TV ad spots, shown on broad-
cast and cable networks, were directed to abor-
tion-vulnerable women, women who had had 
abortions and were in need of healing, and to 
the general public. The viewing area included 
1,296 ZIP code areas in Western Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, northwest West Virginia, and northwest 
Maryland. The campaign was paid for by over 
$90,000 in donations, and each commercial cost 
less than $65 to run.

The ads, designed by Christian pro-life me-
dia ad company Virtue Media (www.virtuemedia.
org), gently but persuasively offered women the 
opportunity to contact local pregnancy resource 
centers through the national hotline Option Line 
(www.optionline.org). Option Line received 540 
phone calls as a result of the crisis pregnancy 
ads. The ads also ended with a Web address for 
Virtue Media, which reported that 745 visits were 
made to their Web site (which connected visi-
tors in turn to Option Line). So, all told, almost 
1,300 contacts were made in response to the 
ad campaign. Some phone calls to the national 
hot line involved some serious counseling – one 
was over 14 minutes, and many were not much 
shorter. From all the calls, 120 led to referrals 
to local pregnancy resource centers, including 39 
to Pittsburgh’s Women’s Choice Network, which 
uses ultrasound machines to show women their 
unborn children, and as a rule persuades 9 out of 
10 to choose life for their babies.
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Vision for Life Reaches Out to a  
Million Homes with Pro-Life Message



The ad directed to the general public featured 
Norma McCorvey. Most people wouldn’t know 
Norma, but she was the “Jane Roe” of the infa-
mous Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision, which 
imposed abortion-on-demand on America and re-
sulted in over 50 million abortions since 1973. A 
Roman Catholic, Norma came back to God, and 
now views her involvement in Roe. v. Wade as a 
confused young woman to have been the biggest 
mistake of her life. She is doing what she can to 
right that wrong. Many people commented to Vi-
sion for Life Board members that they had seen 
the ad, and that they were surprised to learn that 
Norma McCorvey never had the abortion that her 
case was about. Instead, she went on to bear two 
daughters.

Another ad was directed to women who have 
had abortions. The organization Silent No More, 
headed by Pittsburgh resident Georgette Forney, 
was featured in the ads, which included testimo-
nies from women about the pressure they were 
put under from boyfriends and others to have an 
abortion and the effects the abortion had on them. 
A number was provided in the ad for women who, 
like them, would seek healing and forgiveness; 
Option Line reported that 3 women were referred 
to a Christian support group.

To see the ads, go to 
www.virtuemedia.org/ad-
portfolio-television.shtml.

As Executive Director 
for Vision for Life, I be-
lieve that this is the lead-
ing moral issue facing 
America today, and that 
Orthodox Christians espe-
cially are prepared to see 
the issue clearly. Orthodox 
have never lost sight of the 
Incarnation – the fact that 
God became a man in the 
womb of the Theotokos 
– and so they can never 
treat the unborn child, no 
matter how small or ap-
parently unlike a newborn, 
as anything less than the 
image of God. We sing 
the truth, all the time! An 
unplanned pregnancy can 
make a young woman feel 

like her life is over, and that, ironically, she has 
no choice. Under the wrong influence, she can 
be led to “go with the flow,” to see abortion as 
a “compassionate” way out of a perhaps-embar-
rassing problem. From the beginning, however, 
the Church has not been seduced by false argu-
ments, and has been ready to rescue abandoned 
infants and help unwed mothers. I am particularly 
grateful for the support of the Metropolitan, our 
parish priest, Fr. John Abdalah, and local clergy 
and Orthodox faithful.

Vision for Life (www.visionforlifepgh.org) is 
planning another media campaign, most likely for 
the same period next year, when calls to Option 
Line are particularly high. Those who are moved 
to do so are invited to send their donation to Vi-
sion for Life, P.O. 893, Wexford, PA 15090-0893. 
You can help change hearts and minds, and save 
lives!

Chris Humphrey, Ph.D.
Member of the choir at St. George Antiochian  Orthodox 

Cathedral, Oakland (Pittsburgh), Pennsylvania
Executive Director, Vision for Life, and Assistant Editor,

The WORD
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When Marilyn and I, our six children, their 

grandmother and two thousand other former 

evangelical Protestants were received into the 

Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese by His Emi-

nence Metropolitan PHILIP nearly twenty-five 

years ago, one of the first Archdiocese organi-

zations that caught my attention was the Order 

of St. Ignatius.

Our “Over-and-Above” Money

I was particularly taken by its mission be-
cause for three years I had been in the field of 
professional fundraising, serving as the develop-
ment officer at the University of Memphis from 
1969–1972. There, we had the U of M Founda-
tion which raised money from alumni and friends 
of the University to provide the “over-and-above” 
dollars needed to augment the work of the insti-
tution, beyond what state funding could do. The 
State of Tennessee provided our base funding, 
and the Foundation raised additional capital to 
give us a sharper cutting edge in navigating the 
academic world.
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Left: Fr. Peter Gillquist, 
chair of the Department 
of Missions answering 
questions about the 
Orthodox Christian 
Faith from the Bible.

“Over-and-Above” 
The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch

Right: St. Nicholas 
Antiochian Orthodox 
Church, one of the 
earliest missions to 
be brought into the 
Archdiocese after 
the Department of 
Missions and Evan-
gelism was founded, 
has grown from 15 to 
over 200 people in 
less than 25 years.



Such things as academic scholarships helped 
us attract the top students in the state, young 
men and women who held great promise as future 
leaders. State funds did not provide this opportu-
nity. In addition, we funded lectureships, research 
projects, special departmental programs and ar-
ea-wide conferences – all “over and above” what 
the state could provide.

In like fashion, funds raised through the Order 
of St. Ignatius underwrite strategic opportuni-
ties which we as an Archdiocese could not fulfill 
through tithes and offerings alone. Antiochian 
Village and the Camp exist largely because of 
the Order. Ask our kids how important the Vil-
lage is in their lives! The Order buttresses Inter-
national Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC), 
Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF, our pan-
Orthodox campus ministry), our Department of 
Youth Ministries, Christian Education, and many 
other departments and projects. It helped launch 
the preparation and publication of the Orthodox 
Study Bible.

Metropolitan PHILIP is patently not a “busi-
ness-as-usual” leader. In 1975 he saw the need 
to ramp up the impact this Archdiocese could 
make on this continent and brought the Order of 
St. Ignatius into being. His vision captivated my 
imagination, got my fund-raising juices flowing, 
and Marilyn and I have both been members of the 
Order for over twenty years.

The Department of Missions and 
 Evangelism

The work of the Archdiocese that I know best 
is that of the Department I chair. We would not 
exist apart from the Order of St. Ignatius.

To give you an idea of Sayidna PHILIP’s com-
mitment to outreach and growth, let me review 
the missions and evangelism work of our three 
largest Orthodox jurisdictions. The Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese (GOA) is well over twice our 
size. An outstanding priest and friend, Father Jim 
Kordaris, serves as Director of the Outreach and 
Evangelism Department of the GOA. The Ortho-
dox Church in America (OCA) has consistently 
planted new missions, but the priests – many of 
them good friends – who have led their missions 
effort also served parishes full-time. Thus, their 
availability was limited.

By contrast, through the generosity of the Or-
der of St. Ignatius, our Department has three full-
time priests on the staff: Father Michael Keiser, 
who starts both Eastern and Western Rite mis-
sions in North America; Father John Finley, who 
works across the continent and concentrates on 
helping Bishop JOSEPH on the West Coast; and 
myself, concentrating in the Midwest and the 
Eastern Seaboard. In addition, we have a full-time 
department administrator in Mr. Howard Lange, 
and a part-time secretary, Miss Valerie Yova. Fa-
ther James Mackoul of St. Louis, himself a mem-
ber of the Order, volunteers huge amounts of his 
time to help start new missions, primarily in the 
Midwest. Fathers Jon Braun and Gordon Walker 
both retired from the Department some years 
back.

Are we overloaded, or is this a wise invest-
ment? Do the math! Since 1988, we have had the 
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Fr. Michael Keiser has 
helped establish and 
nurture dozens of Antio-
chian Orthodox missions, 
of both the Eastern 
and Western Rites.

In addition to the basics of 
planting and develop-
ing missions, Fr. John 
Finley’s years of experi-
ence as a professional 
music composer, arranger, 
conductor and teacher 
gives an especially strong 
boost to our missions’ 
liturgical development.



joy of starting over 125 new Eastern Rite missions 
and Churches, in addition to helping numerous 
Western Rite communities. (We also had a part in 
working with Father Michael Harper, of blessed 
memory, to bring in what is now some twenty 
churches in Great Britain.) You cannot sustain a 
mission unless the members faithfully tithe, and 
these new communities, as they get established, 
in turn tithe to the Archdiocese. So these are gifts 
from the Order which keep on giving!

The Stories Say It All

Because our Department is adequately funded, 
Father Michael, Father John and I are able to visit 
scores of new contacts each year, many of which 
result in new mission plants. Let me rehearse for 
you some of the stories.

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Almost 25 years ago I met an Episcopal priest 
from Milwaukee, Father Bill Olnhausen. He ex-
pressed an interest in becoming Orthodox and 
bringing others with him into the Church. I flew 
into Milwaukee that March to meet with him and 
his people. The snowstorm was so severe the night 
of our meeting that the state high school basket-
ball tournament was cancelled! Only people with 
four-wheel drive made it to our gathering.

After careful instruction by area Orthodox 
clergy, Bishop ANTOUN and I came to chrismate 
the faithful and ordain Father Bill. “There are 
only fifteen people!” Bishop ANTOUN said. “Your 

Grace, wait and see,” I responded.
Fast-forward to 2011. St. Nicholas Church, 

Cedarburg, Wisconsin, has celebrated its twenti-
eth anniversary. The two hundred members pur-
chased the former German Lutheran Church in 
downtown Cedarburg, a beautiful edifice over a 
hundred years old, and listed on the National His-
toric Register. Among their converts are Father 
Ignatius Valentine and his family. He pastors our 
growing mission in Iowa City, home of the Univer-
sity of Iowa. Bishop ANTOUN still loves to visit 
Father Bill and his flock “because there are no 
problems there!”

Iowa City, Iowa

St. Raphael of Brooklyn Mission found a 
church building for sale in the student residential 
neighborhood adjacent to the University. Their 
people had given generously, but they were still 
short of making the down-payment. Because we 
are funded by the Order of St. Ignatius to do such 
things, I was able to fly in, and, with help from 
Father Fred Shaheen of St. George, Cedar Rapids, 
Father Ignatius Valentine and I hit the road for 
one week in the Midwest and raised $40,000 to 
secure the building. We probably spent less than 
$1,500 to do it. It costs a little money to raise 
money. Thank you, Order of St. Ignatius!

St. Louis, Missouri

A few years ago, Father Steven Salaris, pastor 
of All Saints of North America Mission in St. Lou-
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Left: Support from 
the Order allows the 
Department staff time to 
organize the Orthodox 
Conference on Mis-
sions and Evangelism, 
a cross-jurisdictional 
training event to help 
all Orthodox Christians 
in North America better 
understand their Faith 
and sharae it with others. 
Here Fr. Peter Gillquist 
addresses a session of the 
Conference, held at the 
Antiochian Village Heri-
tage and Learning Center.

Right: With counsel from 
the Department of Mis-
sions and Evangelism, 
St. Raphael of Brooklyn 
Antiochian Orthodox 
Church in Iowa City, Iowa, 
was able to raise the 
money needed to pur-
chase their first building.

Over-and-Above



is, began meeting with a conservative Presbyte-
rian pastor in the area. He wanted me to come to 
St. Louis and meet with this dear man and some 
of his people. To make a long story short, they 
wanted to be Orthodox.

This pastor resigned, walking away from a sol-
id salary, and began his journey to the Orthodox 
Church. He wanted to enter the St. Stephens pro-
gram to prepare, but without an income could not 
afford the tuition, books, and summer residency. 
Guess what? The Order of St. Ignatius had already 
set aside $5,000 a year to help people who could 
not afford to take the St. Stephens Course.

Now, three years later, he and his flock are Or-
thodox and he is ready to graduate and will be 
eligible for ordination to serve this new Orthodox 
community. The “over-and-above” money is mak-
ing possible a second Antiochian Orthodox mis-
sion in St. Louis, a city of three million people.

Are You Sold?

I’m sold! For pocket change a day, you can 
be part of this effort – the movement that makes 
the difference between good and great in Ameri-
can Orthodoxy. Remember, thus far we have only 
scratched the surface. Worldwide, Orthodoxy is 
twenty-five percent of Christendom. But here in 
North America it’s at best one to two percent of 
the population. We’ve only just begun!

I’m asking you to join our Order of St. Ignatius 
family, and come on board to help us continue 
making a difference. I keep thinking to myself, 
“There must be another St. John Chrysostom, or 

St. Katherine or St. Basil the Great out there in 
our land, who aren’t even Orthodox yet.” With the 
Order standing ready to help, and with the Holy 
Spirit giving us the strength, let’s find them and 
bring them to the Church!

V. Rev. Fr. Peter E. Gillquist
Chair, Department of Missions and Evangelism
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Fr. Dan Suciu and Fr. 
 Peter Gillquist answer 
participants’ ques-
tions at the Orthodox 
Conference on Missions 
and Evangelism.

Left: Howard Lange 
discusses updates 
to the Department’s 
missions and evange-
lism manual, Bringing 
America to  Orthodoxy, 
with Val Yova.

Right: Children receiving 
communion at St. Rapha-
el of Brooklyn  Antiochian 
Orthodox Mission in 
Iowa City, Iowa.
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Ordained

SNOWDEN, Matthew, to the holy diaconate by 
Bishop THOMAS, on February 20, 2011, at the 
Church of St. Ignatius, Antiochian Village. Dn. 
Matthew is completing his studies at St. Tikhon’s 
Seminary and is currently assigned to the parish 
of St. Mary’s in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. 

Elevated 

MASSOUH, Fr. Michael, to the dignity of Arch-
priest by Bishop ANTOUN, on February 20, 2011, 
St. Nicholas Church, in St. Petersburg, Florida. 

ZITON, Fr. Elias, to the dignity of Archpriest by 
Bishop JOSEPH, on February 6, 2011, at St. 
George Church, Phoenix, Arizona. 

Reposed

DALACK, Shamseh, wife of Dr. John Dalack, 
Secretary of the Archdiocese Board of Trustees. 

Donations to The WORD
February 2011

Walter and Grace Mary Parhamovich $500
     in memory of our daughter
     Beverly Ann’s 14th year in heaven.
Mr. Robert Fahoome 25.00
Mr. Douglas Hamatie 40.00
     for the health of
     Kh. Monique Hamatie, from her son.
Mr. and Mrs. James Henderson 20.00
Sharon and Jerry Simmons 25.00
Toni Trofnoff 10.00
Ms. Robin Lynn Nicholas 150.00
Mr. and Mrs. George Thomas 25.00
Mr. Jack Jacobs 20.00

Archdiocesan Office
The following is a decision taken by the Ecumenical 

Patriarchate regarding Vassula Ryden and her organiza-
tion “True Life in God (TLIG).” As she has spoken in 
various cities around the North America (and all over 
the world) over the years and may have adversely influ-
enced either some of our clergy or laity, we want it to 
be known that the Archdiocese endorses the following 
decision taken by the Church regarding her heretical 
teachings, as well as the teachings of those who follow 
her. None of our clergy or laity should be involved with 
Vassula Ryden or her organization “True Life in God.”

Announcement on Vassula Ryden by the 
 Ecumenical Patriarchate, March 17, 2011 

The Orthodox Church, following strictly the shining 
example and teaching of the Holy Apostles, the teaching 
of the Fathers of the Church who have their succession, 
and the divinely-inspired decisions of the Ecumenical 
Synods, safeguards as a pearl of great price the faith 
of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, which 
the Christian plenitude experiences through their par-
ticipation in the Sacraments and the entire spiritual life 
of the divinely-founded ecclesiastical body. 

Hence, whatever movement and improvised tension, 
personal or collective, in contempt or in breach of the 
dogmas of the Orthodox Christian faith and life in Christ 
within the Church as the only path for the salvation of 
our souls, all the more the self-proclaimed supposedly 
“charismatic” personality, is rejected always as an unac-
ceptable innovation.

In this spirit, and for the beneficial protection of our 
pious Orthodox plenitude, who do not know well mat-
ters underlying the risk of delusion, from dangerous 
spiritual confusion, the Mother Church rejects Vasiliki 
Paraskevis Pentaki – Ryden, widely known as “Vassula,” 
and her organization founded under the title “True Life 
In God,” which rashly and frivolously proposes teach-
ings based on the supposed “direct dialogue between 
her and the Founder of the Church, Jesus Christ our 
Lord,” and those conquered by her and the supporters 
of “True Life In God,” which deviate arbitrarily from the 
God-given teaching of the Church, and also scandalize 
the Orthodox phronema of pious believers.

Hence, we call upon the proponents of these unac-
ceptable innovations and the supporters who maintain 
them, who henceforth are not admitted to ecclesiastical 
communion, not only not to be involved in the pasto-
ral work of the local Holy Metropolis, but also not to 
preach their novel teachings, in order to avoid the ap-
propriate sanctions under the Holy Canons.

We express, lastly, the profound sorrow of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate of the acts of nine – fortunately 
few – clergy of the the Orthodox Church who were to 
be found at talks of the said “Vassula” and who gave her 
a “certificate of Orthodoxy.”

At the Patriarchate, the 16th of March 2011, 
From the Chief Secretariat of the Holy and Sacred 
Synod

Translated by John Sanidopoulos

Ryden Decision



Sharing the Faith

From the Director’s Desk

Hello to all.
Let me begin this long report 

by asking your forgiveness for 
my absence from the website 
and Facebook pages. The year 
began with the opportunity to 

renovate our offi ce – akin to a spring cleaning – but 
also involved downloading new software and net-
working various machines. The second big agenda 
item was to bring the Creative Festivals project to 
closure. The changes we propose can be found at 
www.antiochian.org/creativefestivals under a sec-
tion for “Administrators.”

Posters. I have also been developing posters 
– we have a poster printer now! Eleven years ago, 
I proposed that we make a video tour of the Holy 
Land, led by one of our bishops. It didn’t happen, 
but I am pleased to say that 13” x 19” posters of the 
Holy Land sites will be available for purchase this 
summer at the Parish Life Conferences, and also at 
the National Convention. I hope to offer a few post-
ers each summer for classrooms and hallways. Our 
children, as well as ourselves, need to be reminded 
of the reality of Jesus’ historical life – with today’s 
media distractions, Jesus can slip to the bottom of 
our “real life” list. I hope to offer a few posters for 
each new school year.

Before I introduce the third reason I could not 
fi nd time to be on the Internet, namely planning for 
our fall Orthodox Institute, let me update everyone 
on what happened after last year’s event. 

Working Together: It’s About Time! 

At the Orthodox Institute last November, we 
were pleased to host both Dr. Anton (Tony) Vrame, 
Director of the Department of Religious Education 
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese (GOA) and 
Mat. Valerie Zahirsky, Director of the Department 
of Christian Education for the Orthodox Church 
in America. Including myself, we represented the 
three largest jurisdictions of the Orthodox Church 
in this country. Towards the end of the event, Tony 
concluded that the GOA Religious Education event 
was a duplication of effort, and it would make more 

sense to work together for the Orthodox Institute, 
the regional Institutes, and training events. Valerie 
concurred, and at a subsequent meeting we put 
forward a tentative plan for collaboration.

Possibilities and Preliminary Decisions:

• With the addition of trainers from the two other 
jurisdictions, perhaps training for every new teacher 
every September could become a reality one day.
• The GOA Department developed a self-study 
teacher-training program several years ago. It con-
sists, in part, of completing readings and attending 
services. This could become a program that we ask 
all our trainers to complete.
• The Department will no longer fi nancially 
sponsor training events. Mat. Myra Kovalak, 
OCEC Director of Teacher Training, is working 
on a new policy, and will be in charge of all the 
Teacher Training I, Teacher Training II and Church 
School Director events. Parishes may request as-
sistance from our Department if necessary.

Working together is not a novel idea. The Ortho-
dox Christian Education Commission (OCEC) was 
established as a pan-Orthodox body with the goal 
of publishing written curricula for church schools. 
The year 2010 ushered in new leadership for the or-
ganization. A review of the OCEC is in order as we 
begin this new decade, and is provided as the con-
tinuation of this article on our website: www.antio-
chian.org/christianeducation, “Working Together.” 

An Event Like No Other! “Scripture through 
the Lens of the Holy Land”

Everyone I have spoken to about the 2011 
 Orthodox Institute at Antiochian Village is very ex-
cited about this “event like no other!” Mark your 
calendars now for November 3–6, 2011, at Antio-
chian Village, outside of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

We “took it up a notch” last year primarily by 
offering presenters well-known in the fi eld of ico-
nography. This is now our model. In keeping with 
last year’s new and improved (and very successful) 
Institute, this year we will again offer the following: 
1) presenters well known in the fi eld of Scripture; 
2) book signings; 3) a wine and cheese reception; 
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4) a review of new materials for Church Schools; 
and 5) gifts throughout the weekend. 

In addition, this year we will offer, ready to use 
for the benefit of your parish and church school, 
6) a packaged Parish Bible Study program, and 7) 
packaged sample craft materials and instructions 
to take home. Finally, for all who attend, there will 
be a discount coupon towards 8) a new vacation 
church school program, based on the theme of this 
Institute. In addition to the benefit of gathering 
with others in the ministry, mention these reasons 
to your parish council when you ask for full or par-
tial funding to attend! You can download the flyer 
at our website.

The Holy Land is Coming to Antiochian  
Village!

The idea of posters led to our 
plans for an exciting exhibit – a 
thousand-square-foot inter-
active tour of the Holy Land. 
Using six-foot-by-eight-foot 
office-space dividers, we will 
display life-size photographs 
and maps, as well as artifacts, 
sights and sounds, costumes and 
plants, so that you can wind your 
way through many of the sacred 
sites of the Holy Land. 

We couldn’t think of a better 
tour guide for this experience 
than Dr. Maria Khoury, author 
and speaker, from Taybeh, Pal-
estine, and indeed, she will be 

with us once again.
The vacation church school program will make 

use of six-foot photographs reduced to a size suit-
able for a child, and will include lessons and ac-
tivities based on Scripture and the exhibit. As An-
tiochian Orthodox, the Holy Land is our particular 
inheritance, and I am so pleased that we will be de-
veloping this vacation church school program for 
all Orthodox. You can follow our plans and prog-
ress on Facebook, at ScripturethroughtheLens-
oftheHolyLand.

Presenters for the Institute

The Institute will begin with an inspirational 
keynote address by Fr. Thomas Hopko, who will 
also teach two of the three core courses: “Overview 

of the Bible,” and “The New Testament,” with the 
latter focusing on the Gospels. Fr. Thomas asked 
that the two courses be considered as two parts 
of the same course so he could provide a more in-
depth study. Imagine four hours to learn from and 
ask questions of Fr. Tom in a classroom setting!

For the third core course, “Jesus in the Old Testa-
ment,” we are delighted to have Dr. Nicolae Roddy, 
Associate Professor of Hebrew Scriptures/Old(er) 
Testament at Creighton University. Dr. Roddy is a 
perfect fit for our theme, as he is also an archaeolo-
gist in the Holy Land. Our three core courses will 
be presented both Friday and Saturday.

Also with ties to the Holy Land is our presenter, 
Fr. Foaud Saba, from St. George parish in Cicero. 
Fr. Saba has established an academy for adults in-
terested in studying the Bible. He is a first-gener-
ation American whose family comes from the an-
cient city of Lydda. He will be presenting “A Parish 
Bible Study Model,” and those in attendance will 
receive a package of all materials so they can es-
tablish a parish Bible study program. I interview 
both of the presenters below.

The additional theme courses are: “Women in 
the Bible,” “The Bible and Children/Adolescents,” 
“Implementing the Vacation Church School Pro-
gram ‘Scripture through the Holy Land,’” and “Tour 
of the Holy Land.” We will also offer Church School 
Director Training and Advanced Teacher Training.

“Hopping on Board”

For the first time, the logos of the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese, the Orthodox Church in America 
Department of Christian Education, and the Ortho-
dox Christian Education Commission appear on 
our publicity. Although we are still the host, we are 
pleased to be working with these jurisdictions to 
offer a phenomenal event. 

Along the lines of “hopping on board,” our col-
laboration is likely to increase our attendance. One 
way we can encourage people to come is to offer 
to coordinate van rental or even car-pooling from 
the major cities of Cleveland, Chicago, Detroit, and 
Newark. If the cost, or the idea of traveling alone 
were to be an issue, consider this. Contact our 
office early if you are interested.

Fr. Fouad Saba to Present “A Parish Bible 
Study Model” 

The responses below are excerpts. Please visit 
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our website for the unedited in-
terview.

At the Orthodox Institute, you’ll 
introduce the Bible study course 
you developed for your parish, 
St. George, of Cicero, Illinois. 
How often do you meet and 
why do the participants like the 
classes?

The St. John Chrysostom 
Academy (JCA) usually meets in 
the Spring and Fall, two hours 
each week, for eight weeks. The 
courses appeal to people be-
cause we deal with almost every 
verse of the particular book and discuss the mean-
ing of the words and passages, sometimes using 
the original Hebrew and Greek.

What personal experiences with Scripture in-
spired you to want to teach?

My parents helped me learn Scripture by read-
ing it to me consistently. My father would tuck my 
sister and me into bed, and even after a 14-hour 
work day, he would tell us the stories from Scrip-
ture. As I grew older I read the Scriptures, but I had 
trouble understanding some parts due to my spo-
radic attendance in Sunday School. My father and I 
would then sit together with our Bibles, he with his 
Arabic one, and me with my English version, and 
he would read his and I mine, and he would explain 
the passages as we went along. This personal expe-
rience with my father lives with me as I now read 
the Scripture to my daughter, fulfilling the original 
intention of Scripture: retelling 
the narrative from generation 
to generation, so we may know 
the Lord our God.

Can you tell us a little about 
your background and educa-
tion?

As for my background, my 
family originates from the Holy 
Land, from the ancient city of 
 Lydda.  I received a B.A. in Bib-
lical Studies from North Park 
University in 2003 and a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Divinity from St. 
Vladimir’s Seminary in 2007. It 

was at St. Vladimir’s Seminary 
where I seriously began learning 
the Scriptures as an adult. My 
inspiration was and still is the 
V. Rev. Dr. Paul Nadim Tarazi, 
who truly has started a modern 
Scriptural revival in the Ortho-
dox Church in this country and 
abroad. (To see Dr. Tarazi’s ini-
tiative, visit the website www.
OCABSpress.com.)

(Please visit our website for the full inter-
view, at www.antiochian.org/OI 2011.)

Dr. Nicolae Roddy to  Present 
“The Old(er)  Testament”

The responses below are excerpts. Please visit our 
website for the unedited interview and photos.
The Old(er) Testament is viewed by some as over-
whelming, and by others as “dry.” For those who 
might be wondering whether to take your class, 
could you address this? 

Gladly. When St. Paul urged his congregations 
to study the Scriptures, he was not referring to the 
New Testament, since it did not exist at that time! 
Here is the Orthodox position: proper understand-
ing of the Older Testament derives from the lens of 
the New Testament, and the New Testament would 
be unintelligible without understanding its context 
– the Older Testament. I will issue a challenge to 
those holding these views: sign up for the class. 
In return I guarantee that the Older Testament will 
come alive for you as never before – this has to do 
with the fundamental message of the Older Testa-

ment, which for now will re-
main undisclosed . . . .

You are involved in two on-
going archaeological proj-
ects in the Holy Land. Can 
you explain these? 

Certainly. The first is the 
Bethsaida Excavations Proj-
ect, which I have co-directed 
and supervised nearly every 
season for the past 15 years. 
Bethsaida, lost for much of the 
last two millennia, is the third 
most important city in the New 
Testament, after Jerusalem 
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and Capernaum. It served as Jesus Christ’s base of 
operations . . . . The other enterprise I co-direct is 
the “Virtual World Project” – an on-line, fully inter-
active virtual reality resource available at www.vir-
tualworldproject.org. Its purpose is to bring nearly 
all the major archaeological sites throughout the 
Holy Land into the home or classroom. 

What was your most exciting discovery?

On July 11, 1997, at around 9:30 a.m., one of 
my student volunteers came running up to say he 
had uncovered something unusual. Whatever it was 
must have really frightened him, because his hands 
were still trembling and his face was pale . . . . 

(For the unabridged article, excavation photos and invitation, visit 
www.antiochian.org/OI 2012.)

Looking Back “Icons: Windows to Heaven”

Just as we envisioned, the Orthodox Insti-
tute 2010 weekend was a wonderful opportunity 
to learn all about icons and the sacred activity of 
icon-writing. Our special thanks go to guest ico-

nographers, Niko Chocheli and Cheryl Ann Pituch, 
who so generously brought materials, slides, and 
samples, and shared their knowledge and love of 
their calling.

In the photo are those who received their cer-
tificates for attending the three core courses on the 
theme.

Special thanks also to those who participated in 
the very popular book-signings, Dr. Anton Vrame, 
Niko Chocheli, Frederica Mathewes-Green, and Dr. 
Chrissi Hart. It was a fabulous event.

Looking Back: “Thirst for “Sharing Our Faith”

Our mini-Institutes in Los Angeles, September 
18, and Toronto, October 25, were truly impressive.

We thank Fr. Iskander Younes, pastor, and 
Joanie Younes, Church School Director, for the 
many hours dedicated to the event at St. George 
Parish in Richmond Hill (Toronto). We had 84 in 
attendance, making it the largest event in years.

In Los Angeles our thanks go to Kh. Elaine 
Alkhas, Church School Director of St. Michael’s 
Parish in Van Nuys, and Fr. Timothy Baclig, for a 
large and wonderful event. 

We are also grateful to our special presenter for 
both events, Fr. Andrew Damick, who spoke on the 
theme “Sharing Our Faith.” Finally, thanks go out 
to our staff members who traveled to present work-
shops at the two events: Mat. Myra Kovalak, Mrs. 
Sandy Mitchell, Ms. Catherine Sullivan, and Kh. 
Linda Funk, and Kh. Betty Randolph. Additional 
photos are on the website.

One last note – I have been busy researching a 
new vision for catechesis. See the website for de-
tails. May God bless all of us in the ministry of Or-
thodox Christian education!

Carole Buleza
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Sacred 
music institute

Sacred 2 6 t h  a n n u a l

Wednesday, July 20th to Sunday, July 24th, 2011

For more information, please contact

The Role of the Theotokos
Hymns to the Theotokos

Beginner’s Theory and 
Sight-Reading Courses

A “Working” Liturgy – An In-Depth 
Discussion and Choral Rehearsal

Beginner’s Chanting 
Advanced Chanting

What makes Orthodox 
Music Orthodox?

Byzantine Notation

“Name That Tone”

Conducting

Choral Rehearsal Techniques

Vocal Techniques

“The 
Theotokos 

and Mother 
of the Light, 
let us honor 
and magnify 

in song.”

SacredLearn to Chant!!

Learn to
Paint Icons!!

Learn Byzantine Notation!!

For more information contact  Dn. David Jacobs 
at  the Antiochian V i l lage Camp 

(724)  238-9565 ex.505 or  david@antiochianvi l lage.org

R eg is t er  online  at  ant ioc hianv il lage.org

Arts

If you are 14 years old or entering 9th grade
come and join us at the Antiochian Village for Chanting or Iconography Camp.

Are you interested in Music? 
Register for Byzantine Chant Camp!!

Session 1: June 19th - July 1st or
 Session 2: July 3rd - July 15th  

Are you interested in Art?
Register for Iconography Camp and learn how to paint “write” icons!!

Session 3: July 17- July 25th

Are you interested in learning Byzantine Notation? 
Join us this summer for our first ever Byzantine Notation Camp!! 

June 10th - June 16th ~ Ages 18 and up!

The Spring Meeting and Basketball Tournament in Canton, Ohio, were a great success, with 500 people in 

attendance, of whom approximately 400 were teens, and we sincerely thank all the Chapters that attended! 

Don’t forget about the upcoming Midwest Parish Life Conference, June 15–19, in Cleveland, Ohio! 

Visit www.stgeorgecleveland.com for more information.  We hope to see everyone there! 

In Christ’s Service, 

Midwest SOYO Officers 

 

The Saturday night Dinner, Banquet and Hafli. The Divine Liturgy on Sunday morning. 

The Basketball Team from St. George Church, Canton, Ohio. 

President Dana Zawahri and 

Vice President Jake Rinvelt 

running the Midwest SOYO 

meeting on Friday evening.  

Retreat leader Alex Younes 

speaking on the topic: 

“A New Commandment.” 

The University of Balamand is hosting CONNECT, its cultural and academic program
for the seventh year.
CONNECT offers youth 17 to 25 years old a unique learning experience

and rich heritage.

Based at the University's Main Campus in the peaceful hills of North Lebanon,
CONNECT offers a fun-packed program that is sure to leave participants with
lifetime memorable experiences.

For more information visit our website : www.balamand.edu.lb/CONNECT/
or contact our office: CONNECT Office:

CONNECT Program Coordinator
University of Balamand - P.O.Box: 100 Tripoli, Lebanon

“R E G I S T E R N O W”

Places are Limited

Denise Assaf

The program extends over a period of 4 weeks, from July 1st to July 28th, 2011.

Tel: + 961 1 562 108/9 ext. 120, Fax: +961 1 562 110, Mobile: + 961 70 254793
E-mail : connect@balamand.edu.lb

that will enrich their mind and soul, and connect them with their land of ancestry

CONNECT 2011

Culture, Nature & Adventure

July 1-July 28

Enjoy your summer in
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Curator Julia Ritter invites you to glimpse the 
architectural beauty of ancient Christian Syria 
through the new exhibit at the Antiochian Heri-
tage Museum: 

From the lofty arches of a fifth-century 
church, to an elaborately carved palace door-
way, the churches and homes of ancient Christian 
Syria were built from large, hand-carved blocks 
of stone, with often graceful results. Remarkably 
preserved for over a thousand years, these build-
ings of early Christian life and worship are pre-
sented in a series of photographs from the Princ-
eton University archives, taken during American 
archaeological expeditions to Syria between 1899 
and 1909. 

The goal of the Syrian expeditions was to 
study, measure, draw, and photograph the ancient 
buildings, inscriptions and monuments of Syria, 
many of which had been abandoned for over a 
thousand years. Expedition leader Howard Cros-
by Butler was a Professor of Art and Archaeol-
ogy, and founder of the School of Architecture, 
at Princeton University. Braving extreme desert 
conditions, travelling on horseback, and accom-
panied by a donkey caravan carrying limited sup-
plies, Butler and his team eventually documented 
over two hundred ancient sites. Butler recognized 
the rare and extraordinary opportunity that lay 
before him: though in a state of partial ruin, these 
were original buildings, dating to the first centu-
ries after Christ (and earlier), many of them un-

Kfer Chapel, 5th Century. 
Courtesy of Princeton 
University’s Research 
Photograph Collections.
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touched by the renovations of subsequent gen-
erations. The expedition findings were recorded 
in thousands of original photographs, drawings, 
maps and surveys which are now held in the Re-
search Photograph Collections at Princeton’s De-
partment of Art and Archaeology. 

This exhibit was made possible thanks to the 
support and assistance of Ms. Shari Kenfield, Cu-
rator of Princeton’s Research Photograph Collec-
tions, who offered access to the Butler Archives 
and provided scans of the selected photographs. 
With her permission, the images were retouched 
and reprinted for this exhibit, with the goal of re-
taining the authenticity (and therefore some of 
the imperfections) of the antique photographs, 
while also creating high-quality images for dis-
play. 

In conjunction with the Stone exhibit, a large, 
outdoor stone monument was approved for in-
stallation this year by Metropolitan PHILIP and 
the Village Council during the Fall Meetings in 
Jacksonville, Florida. Hand-carved by Pennsylva-
nia artist Michael Lucas, the monument will offer 
visitors a first-hand look at traditional Byzantine-
style carving, similar to examples seen in the pho-
tographic exhibit. It will be a welcome permanent 

addition to the Village grounds, serving as the 
first station of our beautiful Meditation Trail loop, 
with surrounding benches offering a quiet place 
for rest and/or prayer.

Antiochian Heritage Museum
Antiochian Village Conference & Retreat Center
Route 711, six miles north of historic Ligonier, Pennsylvania
For museum hours or tour packages:
www.antiochianvillage.org or call 724.238.3677

Left: Ornamented 
gateway at il-Andarin, 
559 A.D. Courtesy of 
Princeton University’s 
Research Photograph 
Collections. 

Above: Expedition 
leader Howard Crosby 
Butler, Syria, circa 1900. 
Courtesy of Princeton 
University’s Research 
Photograph Collections. 



Registration is now open for Summer Programs 
2011 at St. Vladimir’s Seminary. Offerings include 
a major Women’s Conference, with seminary Dean 
Archpriest John Behr and popular writer Kh. Freder-
ica Mathewes-Green among the speakers, as well as 
workshops on Missiology, Internet Pornography, and 
Iconography, and the annual Diaconal Practicum.

 June 7–8: Missiology and Evangelism Workshop: 
Outreach to people of African heritage and Spanish-
speaking cultures; led by Fr. Moses Berry of St. Louis, 
Missouri, and Fr. Antonio Perdomo of Pharr, Texas.

June 9–11: Internet Pornography and Chas-
tity Workshop: A dual-focus workshop for pastors, 
youth ministers, and educators, concerning 1) pas-
toral counseling for adults with Internet pornogra-
phy problems; and 2) chastity for youth and young 
adults; led by Dr. Albert Rossi. 

June 17–19: Women Disciples of the Lord: An 
exploration of the potential ministries of Orthodox 
Christian women within the home, the parish, the 
workplace, and society, to build up Christ’s Church. 
Speakers on the roster include Archpriest John Behr, 
Dr. Mary Ford, Kh. Frederica Mathewes-Green, Mat. 
Juliana Schmemann, and Ms. Eleana Silk. For more 

information, contact coordinators Tanya Penkrat, 
tpenkrat@svots.edu, and Dr. Peter C. Bouteneff, 
pcb@svots.edu. 

June 19–23: 5th Annual Diaconal Liturgical Practi-
cum: Practical liturgical training for deacons and lay 
diaconal candidates, supported by celebration of 
liturgical services and intensive workshops; led by 
Archdeacon Kirill Sokolov, Fr. Sergius Halvorsen, and 
seminary faculty. For more information, contact dia-
conal2011@svots.edu.

June 19–25: Iconography Workshop: Training for 
aspiring and experienced iconographers in the egg 
tempera Russo-Byzantine style of iconography, ad-
dressing both technique and a prayerful approach 
to this spiritual art; led by Protodeacon Nazari Po-
lataiko.

To register, visit “Upcoming Events” at www.sv-
ots.edu, e-mail events@svots.edu, or call 914-961-
8313 x351.
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Register for Summer Programs at  
St. Vladimir’s Seminary

St Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary

0

s u m m e r  p ro g r a m s  2 0 1 1 

june 7-8
Outreach to people of African heritage and Spanish-speaking cultures,  

with Frs. Moses Berry & Antonio Perdomo.

june 9-11   
Designed for pastors, youth ministers, and educators, with Dr. Albert Rossi.

june 17-19
Creating a context for ministry of women within the home, the parish,  
church, and society, with Fr. John Behr, Dr. Mary Ford, Kh. Frederica  

Mathewes-Green, Mat. Juliana Schmemann, & Ms. Eleana Silk.

june 19-23  
Practical liturgical training for deacons & lay diaconal candidates, with  
Archdeacon Kirill Sokolov, Fr. Sergius Halvorsen, & Fr. John Behr.

june 19-25   
Instruction for aspiring and experienced iconographers in the egg  
tempera Russo-Byzantine style, with Protodeacon Nazari  
Polataiko, followed by a one-day seminar on church  
architecture, with Mr. Andrew Gould.

register now!
www.svots.edu • 914-961-8313  x351

summerpostcard.indd   2 3/18/11   2:35 PM



On Monday, February 28, 2011, at an academic 
convocation on the campus of St. Vladimir’s Semi-
nary, Anne Glynn Mackoul, Executive Chair of the 
Seminary’s Board of Trustees, announced a decision 
by the Board to reappoint the seminary Dean, Arch-
priest John Behr, and Chancellor, Archpriest Chad 
Hatfield, to their positions for additional five-year 
terms, beginning in 2012. In reappointing the two 
leaders, said Mrs. Mackoul, the Board recognized 
“the considerable accomplishments and distinctive 
leadership” of each leader and also reconfirmed the 
Board’s commitment to the model of shared gover-
nance instituted at the beginning of their first terms.

In 2007 the Board devised a unique model of 
shared governance for the seminary, assigning to Fr. 
John as Dean primary responsibility for the spiritual 
and academic life of the school, and to Fr. Chad as 
Chancellor primary responsibility for financial and 
operational leadership, but with elements of shared 
responsibility in all areas between the two administra-
tors. At the same time the Board established a board 
position of Executive Chair, elected from among the 

lay trustees, to serve as a point of reference for the 
Board and to consult with the Dean and Chancellor.

“We are particularly impressed,” Mrs. Mackoul 
commented, “with the new curriculum, developed 
to support enhanced pastoral training and practical 
preparation of priests for Orthodox parishes and in-
cluding new courses in missiology. We also welcome 
the many significant events on our campus that fulfill 
the seminary’s mission to serve Christ, his Church, 
and the world through Orthodox Christian theo-
logical education, research, and scholarship, and the 
promotion of inter-Orthodox cooperation.

 Fr. Chad observed, “Much of our first term was 
dominated by our institutional response to the eco-
nomic challenges of our time. I expect this to con-
tinue in the second term, but an equally strong force 
driving the agenda will be this administration’s de-
termination to keep SVOTS the leading Orthodox 
seminary in both pastoral formation and academic 
excellence. I look forward to meeting the great op-
portunities God will provide for us.”

 Read the complete story at www.svots.edu.
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Dean and Chancellor of St. Vladimir’s Seminary 
 Appointed to Second Term

Please join us June 17–19, 2011 for our 
summer conference: Women Disciples of the 
Lord. Through talks, panels, and a wide array 
of workshops, participants will explore and ar-
ticulate the Christ-centered context out of which 
lay, and especially women’s, ministries are to be 
expressed. Come and listen to women pursuing 
Gospel-bearing vocations in the Church and par-
ish, home, and society; and take advantage of this 
opportunity to help our parishes and Churches 
foster women’s and lay vocations.

 The conference will also listen to the particu-
lar experiences of alumnae of Orthodox theo-
logical schools.

 On Friday, June 17, 7:30 p.m., Archpriest 
John Behr, dean of St. Vladimir’s Seminary, will 
present a free and public lecture, Male and Fe-
male Created He Them, in the Metropolitan 
Philip Auditorium of the John G. Rangos Family 
Foundation Building, with reception to follow.

Our featured speakers are: 

•  Opening Address: The 
Joy to Serve – Matushka 
Juliana Schmemann (via 
video)

•  Eve, Mary, and Us – Pres-
vytera Dr. Kyriaki Karidoy-
anes FitzGerald

•  Light from the Past on 
Vocations Today – Dr. 
Mary Ford

•  Confessions of a Free-
lance Writer: Discerning God’s Will in 
an Unpredictable Vocation – Khouria 
Frederica Mathewes-Green

•  Orthodox Women in America: A Recent 
History – Ms. Eleana Silk

 For further information and to download a 
flyer about the conference, visit our Web site 
www.svots.edu, e-mail events@svots.edu, or call 
914-961-8313 x351.

St. Vladimir’s Seminary Summer Conference

Presenters
The Joy to Serve

Eve, Mary, and Us

Light from the Past on Vocations Today

Confessions of a Free-Lance Writer: Discerning God’s Will in an  

  Unpredictable Vocation

Orthodox Women in America: A Recent History

 Male and Female Created He Them

Workshops and Panels

 ...and many more

Women Disciples of the Lord
June 17–19,  2011  Annual Summer Conference

St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary0

To learn more and to register, go to www.svots.edu, call 914-961-8313 x351, or e-mail events@svots.edu.



Those of you who were blessed to have known 
Fr. John Namie, of blessed memory, can’t help 
but remember him as that “living experience.” If 
you didn’t know Fr. John personally, but you are 
a “Villager,” undoubtedly your Village experience 
was rooted in the lessons of love of God and of 
each other that Fr. John exemplified.

Fr. John gave us all, through his actions, 
valuable tools to aid us in our quest to live the 
Christian life. We learned about unconditional 
love, the sense of community and the way that 
our actions affect others. We learned the value 
of humility, and to be well aware of the dangers 
of vainglory.

At its inception, His Eminence Metropolitan 
PHILIP saw the Village as offering “a new spiri-
tual dimension to our lives.” Certainly this is true! 
From our time together at the Village, we have 
been blessed with a more personal experience 
of God’s love, unforgettable memories, lifelong 
friendships and indelible lessons for life.

The legacy of the Village, and, by extension, 
Fr. John, is the tangible impact on our lives. 
Consider the scores of friendships that have 
joined families together, through marriages and 

the choice of Godparents for your children. 
Throughout our parishes and our organizations, 
how many who are actively involved and serving 
in roles of leadership were blessed by their time 
at the Antiochian Village? Many of our parishes 
now host “Village-at-Home” events as a way to 
carry that “Village feeling” with them throughout 
the year. 

What better way to recapture the Village ex-
perience you hold so dear, than to attend the 
Alumni/Memorial Weekend, November 4–6, 
2011? We will return home to our mountain and 
together we will pray for Fr. John on the tenth 
anniversary of his passing into eternal life. We 
will chant as he taught us, and many of us will 
hear not only his voice in our memories, but his 
hand counting out the rhythm on the chanters 
stand! 

Mark your calendars and start making your 
travel plans! Watch for more information as it 
becomes available on the Antiochian Village Web 
site, the AV Facebook page, and through infor-
mation sent to your local parish. See you on the 
mountain!
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Come Home to the Antiochian 
Village – Alumni Reunion
The Mission Statement of the Antiochian Village states: “The mission of the Antiochian Village is to 
present to young people a living experience of the Holy Orthodox Faith, in their relationship with 
God and other campers in an uncluttered, natural environment.” 



The North American Board of The Antiochian Ortho-
dox Christian Women of North America is offering its an-
nual scholarships, usually in the amount of $500 each, 
to help women continue their education in order to im-
prove their circumstances and those of their families. Ap-
plications, which must be submitted by May 27, 2011, are 
available from your parish priest. 

The requirements for the scholarship are as follows:
1.  The applicant must be a woman over 25 years of age;
2.  The applicant must be a member in good standing of 

a parish of the Antiochian Archdiocese;
3.  The applicant must be actively involved in her parish;
4.  The applicant must be applying for, or registered in, 

an academic or trade program of study; and
5.  The applicant must demonstrate financial need.

The names of scholarship recipients will be announced 
in July by the North American Board at the Summer Meet-
ing during the Archdiocese Convention in Chicago.

For more information, please call Khouria Helene Hajal 
at (613) 738-0476 (Canada) or Cindy Nimey at (315) 796-
7910 (USA).

St. Nicholas

Orthodox Church
cordially invites you to

Shreveport, Louisiana

for the 

2011 DOWAMA

Parish Life Conference
June 15-18, 2011

www.stnicholasorthodox.org/plc.html

Hilton Shreveport 

Convention Center

1-800-Hiltons (445-8667)

www.shreveport.hilton.com



ock Sacraments and  
Sacramentals

Magic practitioners often use 
false “sacraments,” such as salt 
water (mocking Roman Catholic 
Holy Water) or chalices (symbol-

izing the traditional Chalice used in the Eucha-
rist). These mock sacraments (or sacramentals 
as the case may be) include incense, inverted 
crosses and other objects which resemble Chris-
tian objects.

Altars and Circles

Most magic practitioners have a place re-
served in their homes or in discreet locations for 
their altars and circles. Often drawn with chalk 

so that they 
can be recon-
figured for 
different rites, 
these circles 
may be found 
in abandoned 
buildings or in 
homes where 
the carpet 
can be pulled 
back to reveal 
the floor un-
derneath.

While al-
tars are used 
for devotional 

and sacrificial practices, circles are generally as-
sociated with spell-casting and conjuring. Above, 
we have a diagram (purposefully defaced) of 
a medieval casting circle. Circles like this are 
drawn on the ground to protect the conjurer 
from demons and any ill-effects of his magic. 
Generally speaking, the spell-caster must remain 
within the circle in order to be “protected,” and 

so demons will try to scare the caster to leave 
the circle so as to believe he is no longer pro-
tected, in which case the caster will potentially 
yield himself to the demon.

It is important to keep in mind that this is 
all a demonic game, and so it is psychological. 
The complexity gives a false sense of assurance, 
which the demon can then break so as to obtain 
voluntary compliance from the practitioner. Af-
ter scaring him from the circle, he deprives the 
caster of hope, and so he gives up the fight. Yet 
the practitioner is most vulnerable when he sur-
renders, and so this game is how demons get sor-
cerers and witches to surrender themselves. The 
false sense of security leads many unsuspecting 
people into dangerous situations. Pagan scrib-
bling cannot stop a demon the way the power 
of the God’s mercy can. As the diagram shows, 
Christian imagery is used by magicians hoping 
to “borrow” some of its power.

Candles

Many magic rituals involve candles. Their col-
ors and actual use can vary tremendously from 
school to school, so only by asking the practitio-
ner does one know the significance of the can-
dle’s color. Occasionally candles may include an 
image, for example, an icon of a saint. However, 
the saint’s image may be a parallel to a pagan 
deity (this is the case in Caribbean voodoo), and 
will often contain a colored wax different from 
the standard white wax found in Roman Catholic 
candles. These candles may also be consecrated 
to a demon and used as a means of releasing his 
power.

Divining Devices

Dowsing rods and pendulums are used by 
“water witches” and other folk-practitioners to 
sense subtle changes in energy that would reveal 
unseen things. There are numerous cases of de-
mons using the rods, however, to attach to the 
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people using them. Pendulums are also used to 
contact the dead. They are actually manipulated 
by demons and should never be used by Chris-
tians for magical purposes.

Rune tiles and sticks are found in both the 
East and the West, usually through a type of 
“casting divination” where they are thrown and 
the patterns read by a practitioner. In China, this 
is the basis of the I Ching, which is the reading of 
yarrow stalks with solid and broken lines (seen 
on the South Korean flag). Rune tiles have also 
become popular because of their Nordic theme. 
The casting of lots was occasionally used in the 
Old Testament as a means of discerning God’s 
will (cf. Proverbs 16:33, Leviticus 16:7–10), but 
these appear to be exceptions and specifically in-
tended for God’s will to be revealed, rather than 
appealing to general forces of nature.

Tarot cards and other forms of cards are also 
a popular divination form. Even standard play-
ing cards can be used. (Italian playing cards, in 
fact, were used as models for the modern Tarot 
deck and were used for centuries in fortune-tell-
ing divination.)

Scrying Devices

Scrying is a type of magical hypnosis in which 
the practitioner stares into an object in order to 
see visions. In popular culture, this is known as 
“gazing,” and is most commonly depicted as a 
gypsy fortune-teller staring into a crystal ball. 
The truth is that scrying can be done on any re-
flective surface, and was often done in ancient 
times using special pools.

The most common modern device is the mir-
ror. Many scrying magical acts simply require 
the practitioner to stare long enough into the 
mirror. In most cases, “sensory deprivation” 
leads the mind quickly to distort the image and 
begin to manufacture data, as the practitioner is 
merely staring at himself. What is hoped for by 
the practitioner is a full-on psychic experience, 
either as a requested vision or communication 
with a disembodied entity. Scrying can therefore 
be a fortune-telling tool or, worse yet, a conjur-
ing device. Young girls were once told that scry-
ing would give them an image of the men they 
would marry, and so children do experiment 
with this type of magic.

Jewelry

Magic practitioners will often wear their talis-
mans, amulets and other sacred symbols as jew-
elry. Rings and necklaces are the most popular. 
The most common design is the pentagram, in-
verted for satanism or point-up for Wicca witch-
craft. Sometimes talismans serve more than one 
function. In the case of Hispanic gangs, strings 
of colored beads or Catholic Rosaries are blessed 
by witch doctors and worn as amulets against the 
police and other gangs; the colors of the beads 
signify gang affiliation and organizational rank. 
(Thanks are owed to retired Capt. James Dooley 
of the New York Police Department for this tip.)

Poisons

Arcane powders and magic poisons very of-
ten have little or no natural value, but are used 
by witches to communicate curses and death 
originating from the power of demonic entities. 
Again, the value of the powder is in the prepa-
ration, which signifies the witch’s obedience to 
evil.

Tattoos

As popular culture has elevated the tattoo 
to new heights of popularity, occult symbols 
are now being carved into human flesh either 
through tattoos or scarification (the process by 
which a scar is attained either through burning 
[branding] or carving of flesh). The devil encour-
ages this type of behavior as a means by which 
to claim people as his. Such “body modification” 
is also a powerful symbol of the devil’s hatred of 
man, who is made in the image and likeness of 
God, and so it is a way that the devil can show 
his disrespect for God by deceiving people into 
mutilating His image.

Means of Seduction

The occult seduces mankind through the 
sin of pride, pride that comes from our broken 
communion with God. We have seen how pride 
plays a part in all the various forms of the occult. 
There is no humility in it. In order, however, to 
counsel those who have fallen into the dark pit 
of magic, we must understand it for what it is 
and thus sympathize with those who have been 
taken captive. We must realize that most occult 
practitioners, even of the most advanced degree, 
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are not inherently evil and do not merit our an-
ger. Rather, they are victims who have had their 
will turned against them in the most destructive 
and powerful way. They are captive in the same 
way that many alcoholics and addicts are: they 
were raised without the spiritual formation of 
the Church necessary to avoid these powerful 
temptations.

Just as the enemy has temporarily defeated 
prisoners of the occult through their own wills, 
however, so we must also help those in bondage 
extract their wills from the thrall of magic. In 
general, this does not begin until the practitioner 
has become thoroughly entangled in the web of 
magic and has begun the final stages of afflic-
tion. This affliction is when the demonic forces 
seek to provoke the practitioner to either suicide 
or murder.

We must remember the long history of de-
monic seduction of man to murder. The story of 
Cain should warn us that the devil relies on hu-
man cooperation in order to do his evil works. 
In Eastern Christianity, this has been understood 
primarily as demonic temptation through the 
human passions. Ancient texts in the Orthodox 
Church primarily discuss the inward spiritual 
disposition of the person and how demons take 
advantage of our weaknesses. In Western Chris-
tianity, the Church of Rome focused her efforts 
on exposing the demonic agency of witchcraft, 
documenting ancient practices (which continue, 
fairly unchanged to this day). This is not to say 
that the West ignored the inner condition of 
Christians, nor that the East ignored witchcraft. 
Evidence in the writings of the Saints proves that 
both East and West equally understood the na-
ture of the passions in demonic seduction and 
Satan’s reliance on human agency in order to 
work his most vile acts of depravity.

To help our people be free, we must first un-
derstand the pattern of entanglement, so that we 
can walk people back out of the mental minefield 
in which they find themselves. We ought to study 
how Satan draws people out of God’s arms and 
into diabolical delusion.

Post-modernity

Modern occult practice has come about 
through what is known as post-modernism. 
Modernism of the Enlightenment and the period 

thereafter assumed that all truth should be sub-
jected to the scientific method, and that human 
happiness could be guaranteed through “ratio-
nal” means. Politics became a technocratic af-
fair, culminating with the great Communist em-
pires, while religion became a historical pursuit 
of original documents and the “truth behind the 
myth.”

As we all can see, the Modernist movement 
failed to provide for human happiness and in-
stead led to continued misery as man sought to 
find all knowledge to cure all problems, yet left 
the profound problem of spirituality relegated to 
utter neglect.

Out of this yearning for a deeper connection 
of the human spirit to something greater, the 
Antichrist brought forth a new concept we call 
“post-modernism.” Whereas Modernism sought 
perfect truth, post-modernism rejected absolute 
truth and placed all value not on objective, mea-
surable experience but rather subjective, per-
sonal experience. In essence, it rejects all truth 
and allows the individual to create his own real-
ity. Therefore man is free to decide for himself 
whether God exists or not, since post-modernism 
relegates all reality to the imagination of the in-
dividual. You can, quite literally, create your own 
religion and there are no consequences, because 
there is no reality to come up against.

Modern magic comes out of this mentality, 
where its practitioners can quite honestly say 
that there are no negative consequences to their 
actions because they do not envision any! As 
long as they do not seek to harm others, they 
assume, then they are free to do what they want. 
That is not to say that they do not cast spells on 
others and invoke unseen forces on others: they 
do. They simply decide that it is for their own 
benefit and that makes it perfectly fine.

Eclecticism

This approach of “making-up-your-own-real-
ity” means that occult practitioners are free to 
follow more than one form of magic at the same 
time. Whereas earlier schools tended to be more 
one-track, the advent of books and now the in-
ternet mean that occult practitioners have a wide 
array of rites, symbols, objects and practices to 
choose from. Magic has been notoriously eclec-
tic throughout the ages, which is why you see 
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Egyptian themes crop up in Roman magic and 
Greeks using Hebraic magical practices. The 
modern mind, however, takes this eclecticism 
and applies it one step further by even making 
the sources of the energy utterly subjective, as 
well as the results.

By this, I mean that a “Satanist” of the mod-
ern school will often, without a hint of guilt, 
deny that Satan is real. Whether this is truth-
ful or not, many people who involve themselves 
with satanism deny that Satan is anything other 
than a symbol for doing what they want to do 
without the “burden of religion” (read “Christi-
anity”). Many young people are drawn to satan-
ism simply because it promises hedonism and 
self-indulgence rather than “a personal relation-
ship with Lucifer.”

Self-Actualization

Rather than offering the practitioner a rela-
tionship with someone else, magic instead prom-
ises the perfection of the self, often termed “self-
actualization.” Magic propaganda tells prospects 
that they have hidden talents and gifts that can 
only be harnessed and realized through the oc-
cult. Like the whispering serpent in the garden, 
it promises the tempted great personal achieve-
ment in return for obedience (to rites and ritu-
als). If the person desires to “actualize” a certain 
desire to be something, then magic gives him a 
chance to be what he sees he is not able to be 
on his own. If he feels weak, it promises power. 
If he wants to triumph over others, the occult 
provides the means.

Since modern culture emphasizes the need to 
improve the self through “self-care,” then magic 
is by far the easiest and quickest way to achieve 
one’s goals: no years of therapy or acceptance 
of one’s condition, but a quick solution through 
the employment of esoteric forces. Magic allows 
one to feel “empowered,” which is a fancy way 
to describe the feeling of pride and a sense of 
control over one’s circumstances. It also negates 
the need for God.

Ecstatic Experience

This naturally leads us to the next aspect of 
occult temptation, that being the emotional re-
lease of magical rites. Be it the intense stress of 
performing the conjuring ritual associated with 

a powerful demon, or the feelings of self-indul-
gence connected with a satanic orgy, magic ritu-
als are all designed, from small to great, to elicit 
a certain degree of ecstasy.

Magic rituals are designed to engender an 
emotional experience for the practitioner. Mood 
is important, and so we see that those who en-
gage in these practices do so with far more emo-
tion than they would in other endeavors. For 
them the rites are more about the personal expe-
rience than the actual after-effects. For this rea-
son, practitioners will often not renounce their 
occult works even as they see their personal 
lives stagnate and become ruinous.

For the demons, ecstasy is important, be-
cause in that moment the human will becomes 
weak. People will often yield themselves to de-
monic power during moments when their resis-
tance is down, and nowhere is resistance more 
reduced than during ecstatic magical practices. 
This is why some practices require the ingestion 
of intoxicants or orgasmic activities, since these 
states weaken the human will and open the prac-
titioner to further demonic influence and even 
possession.

Power

Self-actualization and the ecstatic nature of 
occult practices lead the practitioner to a delud-
ed sense of  power. He begins to believe he has 
real powers and that the forces he encounters re-
spect him as an equal. Through his obedience to 
the rites, he believes he receives protection from 
harm if he should happen to believe that what 
he is dealing with is harmful, or that he is supe-
rior to others because he has decided to have a 
good time with his rites without any thought of 
consequences.

This sense of superiority gives him a high 
opinion of himself. He becomes further assured 
that other people outside his magical “circle” are 
not only ignorant, but worthy of being manipu-
lated. Such manipulation may either be through 
magic (if he decides that it is real) or moral 
(meaning that he can lie, cheat and steal). This 
is why we see magic not only amongst those in-
volved exclusively in witchcraft, but in drug traf-
fickers and gangs. The latter have a great deal to 
fear, and so magic offers them a respite from the 
terror of constant physical danger they sense, 
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not to mention the damnation that awaits them 
for their sins.

Rebellion

The final level of demonic seduction is rebel-
lion against God and the Church. This is the nat-
ural escalation of human pride to seek the sup-
planting of God with the self. Once one’s magical 
practices have compromised the practitioner’s 
will to the point where his conscience no lon-
ger functions, then he is prepared to go against 
the natural human order created by God to as-
sert that all mankind may live as equals. In real-
ity, this spiritual rebellion is the type that hates 
equality of men, but prefers equality with the Di-
vine. Practitioners no longer strive to be human, 
but super-human. They want not only superior 
rites to humans, but to actually take the rights of 
God Himself. Thus, humans seek to follow in the 
footprints of the devil.

What is most fascinating is that genuine sa-
tanism does not attack Buddhism or Islam, but 
focuses on Christianity. Some would argue that 
satanism is an outgrowth or a reaction to the op-
pressiveness of Christianity, but let us not forget 
that Islam and Buddhism can be just as oppres-
sive of humanity when one considers the restric-
tions on human activity that both of those faiths 
place on adherents. What is different is that both 
Buddhism and Islam have tracks that accept and 
interplay with the demonic. Tibetan Buddhism 
practices Chöd, which is the seeking out and 
offering one’s self to demons, while Islam has 
a long tradition of interaction with djinni, the 
ethereal spirits that are ambiguous in nature and 
often dangerous and harmful when encountered. 
Thus, the other major religions have an openness 
to demonolatry that Christians have occasionally 
been persecuted for rejecting. (We should not 
forget the early martyrs who suffered and died 
rather than either offering sacrifices to demons 
or even compromising by purchasing false cer-
tificates claiming they had made sacrifices.)

Only Christianity stands up to the demons 
and their enticements, and so we are going to 
receive the brunt of their hatred and rebellion.

Is Christianity ‘Magic?’

In modern parlance, magic is referred to as 
“hocus pocus,” which is a corrupted form of Hoc 

est enim corpus meum from the Latin Mass 
(literally, “This is my Body” from the Gospel ac-
count of the Last Supper). In medieval Europe, 
sorcerers and witches invented “pseudo-Latin” 
which made their spells sound less like the vain 
babblings they really are.

The truth is that magic and the occult are both 
real and false. It is false in that these spells, po-
tions and arcane knowledge have little effect on 
the real world. Witches, had they any real power, 
would control the world. They don’t. Most of 
their efforts come to nothing but their own mar-
ginalization and even destruction.

The reality is that magic and the occult de-
rives power from demonic temptation and se-
duction. Here is the real power of the occult, as 
it draws Satan and his demons into our world 
to wreak havoc. Our malicious intentions, our 
lust for power, our ingratitude and even our lazi-
ness all constitute opportunities for the devil to 
tempt us into following magical practices with 
the promise of great power.

Christianity, however, promises no great pow-
ers, no easy life and, in fact, warns us that fol-
lowing God means that we will suffer hardships: 
“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, “‘If any man 
will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever 
will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will 
lose his life for my sake shall find it’” (Matthew 
16:24-25).

But, you may ask, what about the Sacra-
ments? Are they not a form of Christian magic? 
No, they are not, and there are some important 
differences:

•  The Sacraments are done in obedience to 
Jesus Christ, who commands that the Sac-
raments be provided for the people of God. 
They are not “options” as are the rites of 
the occult.

•  The Sacraments are never purchased nor 
sold. Magic is routinely a commercial af-
fair.

•  The Sacraments are never done for oneself, 
but are always part of the community for 
the benefit of all. Most occult rituals can be 
done by oneself, and are primarily for the 
benefit of the one performing the ritual.

•  The Sacraments do not aid the will of the 
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person receiving them, but rather aid in 
the manifestation of God’s will in the life of 
the Christian. Occult practitioners do their 
arts and obey its injunctions to further their 
own ends.

The humility and obedience necessary for 
performing and receiving the Sacraments stand 
in sharp contrast to the pride and arrogance of 
witchcraft and sorcery, which assume a mere hu-
man can become master of the spiritual realm 
without any reliance on God.

Final Thoughts

So, what have we learned? Magical practices 
are, in fact, all around us. From the horoscope 
in the morning paper to the label on your Star-
buck’s coffee cup you drink while reading it, our 
modern world is rife with images of a magical 
past. (I bet you didn’t know that the Starbuck’s 
logo is a “baubo siren” which symbolized female 
fertility in pagan European magic, did you?) The 
past is very much with us, because the demonic 
forces behind these symbols and ideas are very 
much alive and fighting. Many people even dab-
ble openly in magic – have you ever wondered 
what the “Blessed Be” bumper stickers mean? 
That is a Wiccan blessing! – and yet seem no 
worse for wear. Yet there are many others who 
suffer greatly from even the most casual of con-
tact with the occult.

The false sense of security we have in dab-
bling in the occult has more to do with God 
holding back the forces of evil rather than the 
absence of evil beings trying to hurt us. Like 
viruses, demons seek those whose immunity is 
“down” and thus are vulnerable. Of course, the 
devil does not have to lure and afflict those who 
are already distant from God. Satan is trying to 
pull us away from God with promises of power, 
which witchcraft claims to bestow upon its ad-
herents.

Each day, however, brings with it people turn-
ing to the Church for help with demonic oppres-
sion and even possession. Many of these cases 
come from people dabbling in the occult, be 
it ouija boards, magic spells or even the latest 
craze, “ghost-hunting.” They step into a world 
that soon draws them into a nearly intractable 
prison of spiritual affliction.

When we do encounter a true case of “de-
monic infection,” it is important, for the sake of 
the cure as well as future prevention, to under-
stand the human means by which demons enter 
our lives. More often than not they are invited, 
and magic is a main conduit for demons to enter 
into the lives of men. While we cannot utterly 
shut out the devil, we can do something about 
learning how he afflicts us and how we can say 
“No” to his temptations through magic and the 
occult.

Glory to Jesus Christ!
Glory forever!

Fr. George Aquaro
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