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hen I met with the teens 
of the Diocese of New 
England last month, 
feeling uninspired re-
garding the editorial 

I had to write, I asked the teens what they thought I 
should write. The response was swift, and full of hu-
mility: I should write about them. Later that evening, I 
found out what they really wanted to talk about. They 
wanted to know how to defend their faith when chal-
lenged by teachers and fellow students at school. Like 
young people all over the Archdiocese, these young-
sters are sincere believers who love each other. They 
are struggling to understand God and their world. They 
are struggling to know their own place in this world, 
and how they are to relate to God and each other. 

Using the Old Testament as a kind of roadmap, 
 Katrina Bitar took the teens on a tour of what it is like 
to struggle with God and neighbor in understanding 
and relating to a fallen world. She highlighted central 
Old Testament figures as examples of how we can be 
faithful, even when the world is hostile toward us and 
our message. She told them to call upon the love of 
their teen friends, and the relationships they have with 
each other, to find encouragement and support. She 
stressed our need to develop our own relationships 
with God, our Church leaders, and each other.

My response to the teens’ questions was a bit dif-
ferent. Building on Katrina’s roadmap, I told them that 
there was probably no single answer or set of answers 
that we can teach them, and that knowing the truth and 
being right was not enough to witness to others and 
share the faith. We need to build relationships of trust, 
and to witness gently when God offers teachable mo-
ments and people are prepared to come to know God. 
Unlike some in the cults, I don’t want the teens to go 
out looking for people when they are vulnerable, for 
example, when someone has moved to a new area or 
is new at a school, or has suffered a loss of health or 
a loved one. When a fellow student, however, knows 
you and is looking for answers to life’s challenges, 
that is the time to share. Katrina offered some real-life 
examples of opportunities she has taken to witness. 

I reminded the teens that in the liturgy we pledge 
not to speak of God’s mysteries to His enemies. We 

need to know why someone is challenging our faith. If 
it is to mock Christ and Christianity, we are under no 
obligation to engage. If it is for intellectual sparring 
as a sport, we might find ping-pong a more enjoyable 
use of our time. If it is someone’s genuine struggle to 
know God who has revealed Himself to mankind, we 
may have a teachable opportunity worth our energy. 
Even so, it is not good enough to be right. We need to 
show genuine care for them and be patient for the God 
we speak about to reveal Himself to them. We cannot 
take responsibility for the responses of others.

It is good to have tough questions about God and 
our faith. Such struggles, like the struggle of Saint 
Thomas, allow for growth and for deeper faith. Or-
thodoxy has the answers, and we need not be afraid 
to ask critical questions and look for good answers. 
Beneath the rhetoric, we need to have our own rela-
tionship with God, who reveals Himself and works in 
our lives. For this to happen, we need to develop that 
relationship. We do so the same way that we develop 
any other relationship. We develop relationships by 
spending time with another, sharing ourselves and lis-
tening and receiving the other. This happens with God 
when we talk to Him regularly and listen through the 
classes and interactions with the Church and church-
goers, as well as reading the Scriptures and the writ-
ings of Churchmen.

Our teens are looking for help in witnessing to 
Christ. Having shared some responses from Katrina 
and myself, I welcome articles from teens, adults and 
clergy on how to witness and defend our faith better.

By Bishop JOHN

Speaking About Our Faith

editor’s letter
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God the Father, who is above all and in all and 
over all, chose to unite Himself, through the Per-
son of the Most Holy Spirit, with one of us: the 
only daughter of Joachim and Anna, the young 
woman of Nazareth who had been prepared from 
all ages to become the bride of God. She is our 
boast. She is like us in her earthly beginning, and 
she is like us in her earthly end. She is at once our 
sister – a daughter of Adam, just like us – and also 
our mother.

To begin the betrothal of Mary with God, an 
archangel was sent, one of those who stand per-
petually around the throne of God and sing His 
praises. An angel, beneath whom mankind was 
created, was sent to the house of Joseph, the be-
trothed of the Virgin, and began the relationship 
of betrothal and marriage, an unwedded mar-
riage, between God the Father and the young vir-
gin of Nazareth, with the word, “Rejoice.”

The hymnography of our Church says that 
when the Archangel was sent, he came in awe and 
wonder, and he stood in confusion in this humble 
abode in Galilee (northern Israel), announcing to 
a creature on a scale lower than his own that she 
was to become the Bride of the Father, the Mother 
of the co-eternal Son. Her relationship with God 
is our cause of rejoicing. She is our offering, our 
oblation, our prosphora [Eucharist bread], of-
fered to the Father, from which the Lamb of God 
will come forth – the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world. Truly, she became the 
first to receive Jesus as her Lord and Savior. She 
alone among all humanity can say that she not 
only received Jesus into her heart spiritually, but 
she housed Jesus in her womb, in her body.

To imagine Mary’s response to that news of 
the Archangel Gabriel is beyond our comprehen-

sion. We have become so accustomed to hearing 
the account of the Annunciation that we forget 
the power and the wonder and the godly fear that 
must have overcome this young virgin. She was 
only about fourteen years of age when she said 
“Yes,” and when all creation began rejoicing at its 
salvation.

“My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit re-
joices in God my Savior,” she sings. She becomes 
a prophetess when she says, “Behold, all genera-
tions shall call me blessed.” She whom all genera-
tions call blessed and she in whom all rejoice was 
our offering to God. We see this in a well-known 
hymn from the Nativity of Our Lord:

The angels offer Thee a hymn; the heavens, 
a star; the Magi, gifts; the shepherds, their 
wonder; the earth, its cave; the wilderness, the 
manger; and we offer Thee a Virgin Mother.

When it came time for God to send His Son and 
take flesh on this earth, all of His creation wanted 
to offer a gift. The earth offered a warm cave, and 
the heavens offered a star – not just any star, but 
a star more brilliant than the world has ever seen 
and may ever see. The bodiless hosts offered a 
glorious hymn, the most glorious hymn with the 
most glorious message ever heard on earth. Even 
the animals offered a gift. They offered their food 
trough, the manger. And beyond that, tradition 
tells us that they offered their breath to warm the 
newborn Child.

The poor shepherds could offer nothing but 
their wonder, but they offered that. They came 
and knelt in that very strange cave that was the 
temple. Magi who traveled from afar came and 
offered their best gifts of gold and frankincense 
and myrrh. We, humanity, offered God our best 
gift, a Virgin Mother.

4   The Word The Word   5The Word   5

Mary the Theotokos is very close to my heart, and, I am certain, close to the hearts of all 

who love her Son, Jesus. I can hardly think of her name without tears. When God, in the 

fullness of time, because of His great love for His creation, sent His Only-Begotten Son  

to save us sinners, He chose to do so in a way that was at once simple and tender, and 

profound, beyond our comprehension. He came to find a bride.

Mary, Our Cause of Rejoicing

“My soul magni-
fies the Lord and 
my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior,” she 
sings. She becomes 
a prophetess when 
she says, “Behold, 
all generations shall 
call me blessed.” She 
whom all generations 
call blessed and she 
in whom all rejoice 
was our offering to 
God.
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and I are in everything except our sin. And for that 
to be possible, He needed a mother. The honors 
and prerogatives given to her during His earthly 
life must pale compared to those accorded to her 
now that He is seated at the right hand of His 
Father on the throne of glory, bearing the flesh 
and the blood which He took from her. Her flesh 
and blood given to Him, her Son, sits at the right 
hand of the Father and is accorded worship by 
thousands of angels and ten thousands of archan-
gels – her flesh and blood, the flesh and blood of 
Adam, the flesh and blood which you and I share 
with her, and because of her, with our God.

It is no accident, then, that our Lord’s first 
miracle, at the wedding in Cana, was worked 
at her intercession. And at her intercession, al-
though the wedding reception is nearly over, He 
makes over a hundred gallons of the very best 
wine. When His mother asks, He pours forth His 
grace abundantly and richly. Who would do less, 
at the request of his mother? Thus Mary has what 
the hymnographers call “motherly boldness” in 
interceding with Christ. As our mother also, she 
is always ready to intercede on our behalf.

Mary is our boast, our cause of rejoicing, our 
sister, our mother, and most of all, our interces-
sor. Let us honor her, love her, and bring our 
needs before her with the innocent confidence 
of children who know that their mother will meet 
their needs with love.

“She stands at His right as a real Queen, with 
much boldness, clad in golden garments, attired 
in embroidery, according to the prophetic saying. 
Yea, she [stands at] the royal throne glittering as 
the glorious Queen of heaven and earth, and shin-
ing inside and outside with the lightings of the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, as the ever-illuminating 
Bride and Mother of the heavenly King of Glory, 
Jesus Christ, our God and Saviour . . . she stands 
at the right side of the Son, embroidered in the 
virtues and gifts of purity, of holiness, everything 
beautiful, chosen, innocent, as the holiest of 
saints, noblest of the cherubim, and incompara-
bly more glorious than the seraphim and all the 
heavenly hosts, being thus, next to God, vener-
ated, glorified, and praised above all beings in 
heaven and earth” (St. John of Damascus).

Bishop BASIL (Essey)
Bishop of the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America

(This article originally appeared in The Handmaiden, 1, 1, 
 published in the winter of 1996 by Conciliar Press.)

Her relationship 
with Christ was a 
unique relationship, 
something that no one 
else can have. It gives 
her a unique place in 
salvation history. Un-
til the coming of the 
Archangel Gabriel 

to the dwelling in Nazareth, the people of God 
would make pilgrimage to the temple in Jerusa-
lem, to worship God who was present there, and 
to revere the very stones of the temple. Yet at a 
moment in time, in an obscure Galilean village, 
in a young virgin, that temple became passé and 
irrelevant. She became the temple, and it is for 
that reason that we venerate her. She became the 
temple, a unique thing that gives her a unique po-
sition in our salvation. It was from her blood that 
God took blood, blood that would become the 
fountain for our immortal life. It was of her flesh 
that God took flesh, the flesh that is now offered 
to us as the food of immortality.

Who but Mary breastfed Him who feeds all of 
creation? Who but Mary carried in her arms as 
mother Him who sustains and upholds all the uni-
verse? It was Mary who upheld God, the Creator 
of all things visible and invisible, as He took His 
first steps on this earth. She offered her little fin-
ger for a tiny hand to grasp. When the child Jesus, 
as He must have done, scraped His knee or was 
hurt by some unkind words of a playmate, and 
wept and came running to mother, it was Mary 
who kissed the wound and made it feel better, or 
took Him in her arms and assured Him that the 
unkind words and the sadness He felt would pass, 
that everything would be all right. She brought 
comfort to God. And when God wept, when Jesus 
wept, it was His mother, like every mother, who 
wiped away His tears. Mary wiped away the tears 
from the face of God.

What is profound about this is not just the fact 
that these things happened, but that Mary knew 
who it was that she supported with her little finger. 
She knew who it was who suckled at her breast, 
whose diapers she changed. She knew who it was 
whose wounds she kissed and bandaged, whose 
hurt feelings she comforted, and whose tears she 
wiped away. Mary knew.

In the Feast of the Presentation, she brought 

her Son to that stone building in Jerusalem that 
she knew was no longer needed, knowing that He 
was the Son of God. It was at that time that her 
sorrows began. Forty days after the birth of her 
only Son, the great sorrow that would come to 
her heart was foretold to her: that there would 
come a day when His wound would be not just 
a scraped knee, but nailed hands and feet, and a 
pierced side. That the tears He shed and the un-
kind words and actions He endured would be not 
just unkind words of little playmates, but the sen-
tence of death from those whom He came to save. 
How her heart must have been pierced wanting to 
kiss those hands, and the feet, and the side, and 
the brow, to make the wounds and the pain go 
away, to no avail. How she must have anticipated 
receiving her Son from the Cross, now dead.

Who among all humankind has offered so 
much to our God? She offered her flesh to become 
His flesh, her blood to become His blood. She of-
fered every motherly tenderness (and there’s no 
tenderness like a mother’s tenderness) – who but 
Mary endured such pain? Our hymnographers 
show us Mary standing at the Cross, remember-
ing Christ the child when He took His first steps, 
and when He said His first word, and when He 
shed His first tear, and when He laughed His first 
laugh, and called her “Mother” for the first time. 
Imagine, now, that very human Mary standing at 
the Cross.

The Theotokos was overcome with sorrow 
seeing You crucified and dead on the Cross. She 
cried out, “How You suffer, my beloved Son! The 
sword thrust in Your side has pierced my heart. 
My wound burns with Your agony. Nevertheless 
I sing Your praise, For You willingly died to save 
the human race.”

“Nevertheless I sing Your praise.” In spite of 
all the ugliness she sees and the pain she endures 
at seeing her Son unjustly crucified by those He 
came to save, yet she glorifies Him. She knows 
He is God. The only thing that can balance that 
sorrow is the joy she had three days later, when 
her Son rose as victor. Imagine her joy when the 
angel came to her and said, “Rejoice, again I say 
rejoice, for your Son is risen from His three days 
in the tomb, and with Himself He has raised all 
the dead. Rejoice, rejoice!”

It is not a theological proposition, but a simple 
fact, that God became man, He became what you 
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ut what does it mean to believe in the 
Resurrection of Christ? What is resur-
rection in the Christian understanding, 
and what are the undeniable and essen-

tial theological implications of the Resurrection of 
Jesus as reflected in the Holy Scriptures and the 
whole Tradition of His historical Church?

The Resurrection Is Present, Not Just Future

In a conversation with Martha of Bethany, the 
sister of Lazarus, our Lord Himself revealed the 
true nature of this resurrection when He corrected 
Martha’s limited understanding. When the Lord as-
sured Martha that her brother would rise from the 
dead, Martha responded in this manner: “I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last 
day” (John 11:24).

In other words, Martha understood the resur-
rection only as a future event, a reality that would 
occur at the end of the age. As a typical, pious Jew, 
she could not conceive of the resurrection as some-
thing to be participated in now. In her mind the 
resurrection was a static event relegated to some 
point in the future, not an organic reality made pos-
sible through relationship with the God-Man, Jesus. 
The Lord then corrected her, seeking to change the 
paradigm in her understanding, saying, “I am the 
resurrection and the life.” “He who believes in Me, 
though he may die, he shall live” (John 11:25). 

Among other things, Jesus was telling Martha 
that in Him the Resurrection is a reality available 
in the present to those who are joined to Him. By 
His death He would destroy Death as it had existed 
up to that time, transforming it from the inside out, 
filling up Death with Life by entering into it Himself 
as Man and overcoming it as God through His Res-
urrection. Through Him, Resurrection would be a 
function not of time but of relationship. And by His 
death and resurrection, Death is overcome now and 
at all times by all those whose humanity is joined to 
the Resurrected Humanity of God!

Implications of the Resurrection

It is not surprising then that the immediate con-
sequence of Christ’s Resurrection was that “the 
graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints 
who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming 
out of the graves after His resurrection, they went 
into the holy city and appeared to many” (Matthew 
27:52–53). This raising of the righteous was not a 

mere show of God’s power to bolster the ranks of 
his disciples. Rather it reflected the new Reality of 
the Resurrection, the transformation of the condi-
tion of death and of human nature through Christ.

The appearance of the dead, now alive, to those 
in Jerusalem as recorded in the Gospel of Matthew 
is the very same phenomenon which occurs so 
often in the life of the Orthodox Church, typically 
but not exclusively with those recognized as Saints. 
Therefore in recent times we hear of appearances 
by Saint John Maximovitch of San Francisco and 
Saint Nectarios of Aegina to “many” in need of heal-
ing or help, or for some other purpose in the will 
of God.

Yet many who claim to believe in the Resurrec-
tion unknowingly share a similar understanding of 
resurrection with Martha of Bethany. Some believe 
in “soul sleep,” the idea that people are unconscious 
after death, only to awake at the Second Coming 
of the Lord. Others hold there can be no relation-
ship or communication with the dead, even with 
those who are “dead in Christ” (1 Thess. 4:16). 
Somehow these Christians have placed a barrier 
between heaven and earth that is not found in the 
New  Testament. 

Resurrection: The Unity of Heaven and Earth, 
Living and Dead

It is quite the opposite: the New Testament 
proclaims the unity of “both things which are in 
heaven, and things which are on earth” (Ephesians 
1:10). If no such unity exists, and if it is not a unity 
that is actualized and made present in the Church of 
God, we must wonder what in the world “an innu-
merable company of angels,” and “the spirits of just 
men made perfect” were doing in the Church of St. 
Paul’s time (Hebrews 11:22–23). After Jesus’ cru-
cifixion the curtain of the Temple was torn in two, 
but not just to show the abolition of the Law. It was 
torn “from top to bottom” to show that the separa-
tion of heaven and earth was abolished in Christ. 
Speaking of the Liturgy of the Church in the Fourth 
Century, St. John Chrysostom agrees with the Apos-
tle when he says, “This Eucharist of ours liberates 
us from earth and transports us to heaven.”

Mother Gavrilia, an undeniably holy woman of 
the Twentieth Century, was once asked to speak to 
a Protestant group in America. Of all things, she 
chose to speak about the Virgin Mary, the Mother of 
God. After her talk, time was allotted for questions 

Do We Really Believe
in the Resurrection?

The Holy Apostle Paul made it abundantly clear that the Resurrection 
of our Lord Jesus Christ is the foundation of our faith when he wrote 
to the Corinthians: “And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is 
empty, and your faith is also empty” (1 Corinthians 15:14). It would be 
fair to say that one who does not believe in the Resurrection of Christ 
cannot be called a Christian.

B

Among other things, 
Jesus was telling 

Martha that in Him 
the Resurrection is 

a reality available in 
the present to those 

who are joined to 
Him. By His death 
He would destroy 

Death as it had 
existed up to that 

time, transforming it 
from the inside out, 
filling up Death with 
Life by entering into 

it Himself as Man 
and overcoming it 

as God through His 
Resurrection.
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and answers. A man got up and said, “How can you 
speak of ‘praying to Mary,’ after all, she’s dead?!” 
Mother Gavrilia immediately quipped, “Oh, we be-
lieve in the Resurrection!” 

While her answer may seem to some overly sim-
plistic, it could not be more profound. If we follow 
to their logical end the implications of the Resur-
rection of Christ, who is the “first fruits of those 
who have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20), we 
will not be able to separate those who are “living” 
and those who are “dead” in Christ, for His Res-
urrection has changed everything! Rather we can 
only allow for separation between those who are in 
Christ and those who are not. As our Lord testified 
to the Sadducees who did not believe in the resur-
rection, “God is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living” (Matthew 22:32). And Saint Paul teaches the 
same: “For to this end Christ died and rose and lived 
again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and 
the living” (Romans 14:9).

In the Parable of Lazarus and the rich man (Luke 
16:19–31), a “great gulf” separated the rich man 
from Lazarus. There is no such gulf, however, men-
tioned between heaven (“the bosom of Abraham”) 
and earth; it is only said that the rich man’s brothers 
would not believe, even if someone came to them 
from the dead. On the Mount of Transfiguration, our 
Lord conversed both with Elijah, who did not die 
but who was taken up bodily into heaven in a fiery 
chariot, and with Moses, who died and was buried 
with his  fathers.

The unity of the heaven and earth is nowhere 
more obvious than in the Revelation of St. John. 
For instance, in Chapter Five we are allowed to 
peer into the liturgy which continually takes place 
in heaven, where the church in heaven is actively 
praying for the church on earth: “Now when He had 
taken the scroll, the four living creatures [that is, 
angels] and the twenty-four elders fell down before 
the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full 
of incense, which are the prayers of the saints [the 
Church on earth]” (verse 8).

Rupture and True Resurrection

Not long after the Great Schism, the West began 
to forget the nature and importance of the Resur-
rection as a result of its myopic focus on the Cru-
cifixion. Thomas Aquinas, revered as one of the 
greatest saints and doctors of the West, wrote that 
the Resurrection was only necessary to confirm that 
Christ is God. In this framework the Resurrection 

has no real theological meaning and no organic 
connection with the salvation of human persons 
through the glorification of human nature in Christ. 
Aquinas also believed that through the sin of Adam, 
man’s will had become fallen, but not his mind (that 
is, his reasoning). This contributes to the percep-
tion of faith as a function of thought, of logic, or of 
philosophy, rather than as a function of the trans-
formation of human persons through their contact 
and union with the Resurrected Humanity of Christ. 

It is easy to see how such a line of thought can 
devolve into mere “belief-ism,” the notion that “if 
we believe in Jesus we get to go to heaven when 
we die.” Such a view has little to do with the good 
news reflected in the Holy Scriptures. Real Chris-
tian  belief and faith is more than an intellectual as-
sent to certain doctrines; it is a union and commu-
nion with the Resurrected Lord through His Body, 
the Church. We are not saved by embracing beliefs 
or ideas, but “by grace” (Ephesians 2:8), which is 
the real life, power, and uncreated energies of God 
 flowing through the Body of Christ. The doctrines 
and belief in them are necessary to promote and 
nurture this union with God’s saving grace. There-
fore, the Lord Jesus ties life and salvation to the 
Sacrament of sacraments, the Holy Eucharist. “If 
you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink 
His blood, you have no life in you.” The life that 
comes through Holy Communion is a result of be-
ing joined to His Resurrected Humanity, which is 
Itself joined to His Divine Nature. Only inasmuch 
as we organically incorporate into our souls and 
bodies this life of resurrection, now in this life, can 
we say we are “being saved” (1 Corinthians 1:18; 2 
Corinthians 2:15). 

If salvation is not a real participation in the res-
urrected life, the glorified and grace-filled Humanity 
of Christ, then we are left with a man-made religion 
of “ideas” and concepts, an imaginary “relationship” 
with God that cannot truly transform and save us.

If we are not in pursuit of this life-giving grace 
then there is no practical function or need for 
prayer, for fasting and ascetical effort, nor even for 
love of neighbor. Without it, “Christianity” becomes 
a mere moral compass for this life, by which we 
view ourselves as “good” people. If indeed Christ 
is risen, however, our Faith can never be reduced 
to this.

Father Michael Shanbour
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Believe In The Resurrection

With much sadness and sorrow, we have re-
ceived the news of the falling asleep of His Ho-
liness Patriarch and Pope Shenouda III, Pope 
of  Alexandria and Patriarch of the Seat of St. Mark.

His passing on to eternal life is an enormous 
loss not only for the Coptic Church, but also for 
the Church as a whole, especially since he be-
lieved in dialogue and held relentless and unwav-
ering positions with regard to sensitive issues.

The Egyptian news agency called him “Pope of 
the Arabs.” When the former Egyptian president, 
Mr. Mohamed Anwar Al-Sadat, visited Jerusalem 
to sign a non-Arab Egyptian peace treaty with the 
Jewish nation, he asked Pope Shenouda to accom-
pany him. However, Pope Shenouda turned down 
the visit to Jerusalem and issued a statement to all 

Copts not to go to Palestine, and especially Jeru-
salem, while it is under Israeli occupation.

The Copts could never forget his sermons, 
which entered hearts and kindled spirits. He spent 
part of his life in the monastery of St. Pishoy, at El 
Natroun valley, and he requested that the monas-
tery’s cemetery be his final resting place.

On behalf of myself, and of the bishops, 
priests and parishioners of the Antiochian Ortho-
dox Christian Archdiocese of North America, I of-
fer my deep condolences to the Coptic Orthodox 
Church and her people worldwide, asking God to 
give rest to his soul. May his memory be eternal.

A Message from  
Metropolitan PHILIP, 

Primate

ARCHDIOCESAN

OFFICE

Ordained

HENNINGHAM, Michael, to the diaconate by 
Bishop JOHN, on April 7, 2012, at St. George 
Cathedral in Worcester, Massachusetts. He 
is  attached to Emmanuel Church in Warren, 
 Massachusetts.

Elevated

CORRIGAN, Father Joseph, to the dignity of 
Archpriest by Archbishop JOSEPH, on March 
30, 2012, at St. John the Theologian Mission, 
San Juan Capistrano, California.

KHOURY, Deacon Elias, to the dignity of Proto-
deacon by Archbishop JOSEPH, on April 1, 2012, 
at St. Andrew Church, Riverside, California.

BOULUKOS, Deacon Peter, to the rank of Arch-
deacon by Bishop THOMAS, on April 1, 2012, 
at St. Anthony Church, Bergenfield, New Jersey.

Changes in Status

SCHERER, Kevin, of San Ramon, California, is 
returned to the ranks of the laity, effective March 
20, 2012.

LINDSAY, Thomas, is restored to the ranks of the 
Holy Priesthood on March 21, 2012, at Ss. Pe-
ter and Paul Church in Ben Lomond, California, 
by Archbishop JOSEPH. He is attached to that 
 parish.

Donations to The WORD
March 2012

Naim Mady 
$100
Arthur Deraney 
$50
Nour Haddad 
$50

Metropolitan of New York and All North America
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The Synaxis of the Primates of the Orthodox 
Church in the Middle East focused its attention 
upon the bloodshed in Syria and the need for pro-
tection of the Christians in the country as well 
as in Lebanon during its meeting on March 27, 
2012, in Cyprus. His Beatitude THEODOROS II, 
Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa, 
observed, “It is the second time that I am meet-
ing with His Beatitude Patriarch THEOPHILOS 
of Jerusalem, His Beatitude Patriarch IGNATIOS 
of Antioch, and His Beatitude CHRYSOSTOMOS, 
Archbishop of New Justinia and All Cyprus.” His 
Beatitude THEODOROS II chaired the meeting 
at which His Excellency the Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs in charge of issues regarding Hel-
lenes abroad, Mr. Dimitris Dollis, also spoke. 

On behalf of the Primates His Beatitude called 
for everyone to support the Church of Antioch, 
His Beatitude IGNATIOS and all the flock of this 
suffering country, which continues to count its 
dead. “We are with His Beatitude Patriarch IGNA-
TIOS, with love and respect,” he stressed as Chair-
man of the Synaxis. Moved, Patriarch IGNATIOS 

of Antioch spoke of the serious problems which 
the Christians of Lebanon and Syria are facing, 
stressing the necessity for support from the inter-
national community. In his turn, Mr. Dollis made 
the point that Greece is the only European coun-
try which has officially undertaken efforts to sup-
port the ancient Patriarchate of Antioch, as well 
as the Christian communities in the area. Today’s 
gathering of Primates, he said, contributes to the 
promotion of the problem both to the European 
and international forums. “The issue of the pro-
tection of the Patriarchate of Antioch is not only 
an issue of faith, but one of the existence of Greek 
Orthodox history of Christianity in the area.”

In conclusion, His Beatitude CHRYSOSTO-
MOS, Archbishop of Cyprus, suggested that a 
delegation from the Orthodox Churches of the 
Middle East should be sent to Brussels and the 
United States, to make known in the international 
political world the need to protect the Patriarch-
ate of Antioch and Christians in Syria.

(This report was adapted from the Web site of the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Alexandria and All Africa.)
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SYNAXIS OF THE PRIMATES OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCHES OF THE  MIDDLE EAST

Focus on Protecting the Christians 
in Syria and Lebanon

Beloved Hierarchs, esteemed members of the 
Board of Trustees, members of our Archdiocesan 
organizations, and all the faithful of our God-pro-
tected Archdiocese,

Greetings and blessings to you in the spirit of 
this Holy and Great Lent. I am certain that you 
have been following the tragic events in Syria, 
from which country many of us have originated. 
Syria has great spiritual significance for all of us 
and all Christians, apart from our cultural and his-
torical roots there. Damascus is considered the 
most ancient city in the world. Syria and the en-
tire Fertile Crescent gave the world its first known 
civilization.

Damascus is a holy city for us. It has been the 
center of our Patriarchate since the Patriarchate 
moved from Antioch. Our venerable Patriarch 
lives on the Straight Street where St. Paul walked 
to be baptized after his conversion to Christianity 
(Acts 9:11).

Dear brothers and sisters, in the past Syria has 
refused to be a tool in the hands of great powers. 
Now, for more than a year, this land of saints and 
martyrs has been victimized by evil external and 
internal forces. The purpose of this letter is not to 
analyze the political situation; others have done 
that. We intend rather to direct your attention to 
the extent of the tragedy in Syria: thousands of 
people have lost their lives, many children have 
become orphans, thousands of women have been 

widowed, and thousands of homes have been de-
stroyed. All of us have our spiritual roots in Syria, 
and many who come from Syria are our brothers 
and sisters.

Your Archdiocese has always extended a help-
ing hand to victims of natural and social catas-
trophes. I mention only a few: the hurricanes and 
tornadoes in our own country, the earthquakes in 
Mexico and Chilea, starvation in Africa, the un-
civil war in Lebanon, and the ongoing Palestinian 
tragedy. We have helped many people through the 
years, especially through our Food for Hungry 
People program.

My dear brothers and sisters, for more than a 
year Syria has been plagued by a wave of extrem-
ists just like the extremists who brought death 
and destruction to Americans on September 11, 
2001. We cannot simply wash our hands of this, 
ignoring the spilling of Syrian blood. I appeal to 
you in the spirit of this Great Lent, and in the 
spirit of the suffering Christ and His glorious Res-
urrection, to respond generously to this appeal, 
and to send your contribution to our Archdiocese 
as soon as possible, earmarked “Syrian Appeal.”

May the rest of your journey to the empty 
tomb be spiritually rewarding.

Your father in Christ,
Metropolitan PHILIP, Primate

Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese  
of North America

METROPOLITAN PHILIP 

On Events in  Syria
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            FFHP WFD FFHP WFD
         2010 10-lbs 2011 11-lbs
RECORDED THROUGH FEBRUARY 29, 2012

OTTAWA, EASTERN CANADA
AND UPSTATE NEW YORK    

NOVA SCOTIA  
St. Anthony-Halifax $50.00  $600.00  

UPSTATE NEW YORK    
St. George-Albany $65.00  $445.00
St. Michael-Geneva $290.00  $329.00
St. George-Niagara Falls $265.00  $25.00
St. George-S Glens Falls $206.50  $207.00
St. Elias-Syracuse $995.00 100 $316.00
St. George-New Hartford $1,415.85 201 $368.50 386

ONTARIO
Holy Transfiguration-London $0.00  $0.00
St. Elias Cathedral-Ottawa $4,190.00 2,500 $4,989.00 2,562
St. George-Richmond Hill $0.00  $25.00
St. Mary-Mississauga $0.00  $0.00
St. Ignatius-Windsor $25.00  $0.00
St. Ignatius-St. Catharines $55.78 119 $30.14 133 
Christ the Savior Mission
   -Waterloo $0.00  $0.00

QUEBEC
Virgin Mary-Montreal $220.00  $500.00
St. George-Montreal $4,187.00 All Year $4,135.00 All Year
St. Nicholas-Montreal $1,373.00 All Year $500.00 All Year 
St. John The Baptist Mission
   -Laval $0.00  $0.00  

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
Ss Peter & Paul-Charlottetown $0.00  $0.00  

TOTAL OTTAWA,
EASTERN CANADA AND
UPSTATE NEW YORK $13.338.13 2,920 $12,469.64 3,081
    
NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON DC      

CONNECTICUT
St. Nicholas-Bridgeport $250.00  $1,270.00  
St. George-Danbury $448.04  $595.96 All Year 
  
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
St. Gregory-Washington DC $189.66 150 $120.50
St. George-Washington DC $175.00  $20.00  

MARYLAND
Ss. Peter & Paul-Potomac $340.00  $680.00  

NEW JERSEY
St. Anthony-Bergenfield $1,445.00 175 $1,465.00 267 
St. George-Little Falls $2,212.00  $270.00  
St. Stephen-S Plainfield $700.00 850 $0.00  
 
NEW YORK
St. Mary-Brooklyn $1,716.86  $1,384.70 600 
St. Nicholas Cathedral
   -Brooklyn $1,108.55  $538.56 
St. John the Baptist - Levittown $365.00 165 $373.00 125
Church of Virgin Mary-Yonkers $100.00  $100.00 
St. James Mission-Poughkeepsie $0.00  $0.00  
St. Anthony-Melville $0.00  $0.00  
 
TOTAL NEW YORK &
WASHINGTON DC $9,050.11 1,340 $6,817.72 992 
  
CHARLESTON/OAKLAND & MID-ATLANTIC    
DELAWARE
St. Athanasius-Claymont $0.00  $0.00  
St. Andrew-Lewes $173.00  $290.00 All Year 
  
MARYLAND
St. Mary-Hunt Valley $0.00  $0.00  
Holy Cross-Linthicum $0.00  $0.00
St. James The Apostle
   -Westminister $0.00  $936.02  
St. John The Baptist-Lewistown $225.00  $180.00  
  
PENNSYLVANIA
St. George-Allentown $930.00  $2,000.00
St. George-Altoona $459.00 300 $445.00 300
St. Mary-Chambersburg $1,850  $870.00 
St. John Evangelist
   -Beaver Falls $2,750.00  $3,000.00  
St. George-Bridgeville $1,680.00  $1,233.00 All Year
St. Ellien-Brownsville $325.00  $0.00  
St. Anthony-Butler $158.00  $46.00
St. Paul-Emmaus $0.00 250 $470.00  
St. Michael-Greensburg $1,045.60  $1,282.43
St. Mary-Johnstown $1,366.18  $1,407.00
St. John Chrysostom-York $1,083.78 2,626 $2,538.89 520
St. Michael-Monessen $162.00  $141.50
St. Elias-New Castle $1,747.00  $2,443.00  
St. George-New Kensington $721.10  $145.00  
St. George Cathedral
   -Pittsburgh $1,916.00 1,500 $4,575/00 2,000 
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Preliminary  

Food for Hungry People Program  2011
and World Food Day Pounds of Food Collected

Start Spreading the newS –  
an exciting project Launched in 
napLeS

The Department of Planning and De-
velopment met to continue discus-
sions regarding its mission and goals 
on February 17–18, 2012, in Naples, 
Florida. We determined that, in order 
for us to define adequately who we 
are, that is, to save our history, the 
history of our Archdiocese, we should 
rename our organization. Thus, with 
the blessing of His Eminence Metro-
politan PHILIP, we changed the name 
of the Department to the Antiochian 
Heritage Foundation. It was unani-
mously agreed that this name would 
best identify and describe us, and 
what we are setting out to accom-
plish: to preserve our heritage. 

our MiSSion StateMent

The mission of the Antiochian Heri-
tage Foundation is to preserve the 
Antiochian heritage and to pass it on 
to future generations, by supporting 
our hierarchs, clergy, churches and 
programs in encouraging the spiri-
tual and financial commitment of the 
faithful to these ends.

our goaLS

1. To assist in the development and 
building of major and vital projects 
needed at the Antiochian Village; 

2. To assist in securing a viable retire-
ment fund for our clergy;

3. To assist in educating, motivat-
ing and inspiring our churches and 
their flocks to develop programs and 
to support existing programs which 
benefit and will benefit our parishes 
and our Archdiocese. 

Also, we intend to begin a search im-
mediately to contact the descendants 
and families of our deceased priests 

in order to honor them. Along with 
the Antiochian Orthodox communi-
ties, we will undertake this aggres-
sive, exciting effort to ensure that 
they will never be forgotten in this 
Archdiocese. Anything you can do to 
help us would be deeply appreciated.

Clearly, in order for us to succeed in 
our mission and to accomplish our 
goals, to preserve the legacy of our 
Church, we must all work together 
and support this program. In addi-
tion, the Foundation must solicit the 
necessary funds – obviously very 
important to the outcome of the pro-
gram. We realize we cannot reach our 
objective to the fullest if we do not 
have your participation, help, knowl-
edge and resources. At this point we 
are focusing on ideas, artifacts and 
historical memorabilia.

His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP 
delivered inspirational remarks to 
the Department and re-energized all 
of us by affirming the importance of 
our work and what we are doing. With 
some nostalgia, Sayidna told us the 
history of how he began with little 
to nothing, when he first became the 
Metropolitan. He told of his vision 
then and now, and his determination 
to build the Archdiocese over a thirty-
year period from 66 Parishes to over 
265 Parishes. 

As we sat around the conference 
table, His Eminence told the story 
of how the Antiochian Village began 
with a vision, an idea and what has 
now become a reality. It was obvious 
that the Metropolitan, with sincerity 
and conviction, was encouraging us 
to continue our work, his work.

Most importantly, we were reminded 
of the reason we are doing this noble 

and challenging work. It is because of 
our love of CHRIST. As our Most Rev-
erend Metropolitan PHILIP scanned 
the faces of the committee members 
present, he paused and firmly stated 
that we are doing the work of Christ’s 
Church. In the words of His Emi-
nence, “We have the unique opportu-
nity and responsibility to help grow 
the Church in North America so that 
the millions of un-churched Chris-
tians in North America can and will 
come home to the one, true, Holy and 
Apostolic Church of Peter and Paul.” 

We must all be aware of the negative 
influences in our society today that 
are eroding our families, homes, and 
schools. It will not be our ethnic roots 
that keep our children on the right 
path to moral success. It will be our 
religious roots and history which will 
be the key in successfully raising our 
children. Our clergy and our Archdio-
cese must have our loyal support and 
involvement if our faith is to grow, 
and if we want to maintain the vision 
and pass on the legacy of our prede-
cessors. 

It is our past which strengthens our 
present, and the present which deter-
mines our future. Together and as a 
united force, we shall inspire, educate 
and encourage the next generation 
with our history and our legacy. 

Our Church is our home. Our Church 
is our family. It is and should be an in-
tegral part of our lives and our living. 

In Christ,

Tammy Ilyas Alvarez 
Committee Member -  
Homage Coordinator 
heritagefoundation@antiochian.org 
www.antiochian.org/heritage

antiochian heritage Foundation 
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St. Michael Mission-Dothan $100.00 66 $0.00  
  
ARKANSAS
St. Nicholas-Springdale $0.00  $0.00
Holy Trinity-Little Rock $209.47  $100.00  
SS. Peter and Paul Mission
   -Hot Springs $0.00  $0.00  
 
FLORIDA
St. George Cathedral
   -Coral Gables $35.00  $500.00 420
St. Philip-Davie $955.32  $240.64
St. Andrew-Eustis $0.00  $30.00
St. George-Jacksonville $1,378.00  $1,182.00
Our Lady of Regla-Miami $0.00  $75.00
St. Anthony the Great-Melbourne $0.00  $101.22  
St. Peter the Apostle Mission
   -Fort Myers $0.00  $0.00 
St. George-Orlando $180.00 7,500 $215.00 20,000
St. Basil-Silver Springs $200.00 200 $200.00 240
St. Nicholas-St. Petersburg $0.00  $100.00
St. Mary-W Palm Beach $1,150.00  $995.50  
Holy Cross-Ormond Beach $802.50  $966.56
St. Paul-Naples $515.00  $1,454.00 386 
St. Andrew The Apostle
   -Pensacola $469.08  $509.70

GEORGIA
St. Elias-Atlanta $1,522.00  $1,069.45  
St. Stephen-Hiram $500.00 1,675 $600.00 2,214 
  
LOUISIANA
Archangel Gabriel-Lafayette $0.00  $0.00  
St. Basil-Metairie $1,058.25  $1,096.99  
 
MISSISSIPPI
St. George-Vicksburg $1,111.46  $1,069.72  
St. Peter-Madison $250.00  $0.00  
 
NORTH CAROLINA
Ss Peter & Paul-Boone $0.00 200 $31.00 1,587 
All Saints-Raleigh $10.00 1,400 $2,335.40 1,006 
  
SOUTH CAROLINA
St. Catherine-Aiken $100.00  $100.00
St. Barnabas-Lexington $152.00  $150.00
St. Nicholas-Myrtle Beach $30.00  $80.00
Christ the Savior-Anderson $289.09 4,325 $365.00 3,638

TENNESSEE
Holy Resurrection-Johnson City $0.00 12,164 $126.23  
St. Ignatius-Franklin $35.00  $1,003.00
St. John-Memphis $410.00 All Year $200.00 All Year 
St. Elizabeth-Murfreesboro $387.52  $397.10

TOTAL MIAMI AND
THE SOUTHEAST  $11,899.24 27,530 $15,312.52 29,491 
   
WICHITA AND MID-AMERICA      

COLORADO
St. Luke- Erie $641.75 700 $2,052.82 1,357

St. Augustine-Denver $296.50  $206.00
St. Elias-Arvada $10,662.77  $10,898.67
St. Mark-Denver $159.39 250 $575.00 1,843
St. Columba-Lafayette $390.00 200 $257.00
St. James-Fort Collins $335.49  $347.47  
St. John Chrysostom-Golden $367.84  $483.00 580 
  
IOWA
St. Thomas-Sioux City $345.63  $0.00  
 
KANSAS
St. Michael Mission-Wichita $0.00  $64.08
Ss Peter & Paul-Topeka $67.59 200 $54.97
St. George Cathedral-Wichita $1,186.50  $610.00
St. Mary-Wichita $0.00 All Year $50.00 All Year
All Saints-Salina $110.38  $0.00
St. Mary Magdalene-Manhattan $0.00  $0.00  
Holy Transfiguration - Hillsboro $261.50 326 $274.50
St. Basil-Kansas City $0.00  $0.00  
Three Hierarchs-Garden City $53.58 All Year $290.65 All Year 
 
LOUISIANA
St. John the Divine-Lake Charles $0.00  $0.00  
St. Nicholas-Shreveport $134.99 All Year $244.00 All Year 
 
NEW MEXICO
Holy Trinity-Santa Fe $$240.36 500 408.77  
 
NEBRASKA
St. George-Kearney $138.87 100 $311.00
St. Mary-Omaha $475.02  $496.92  
St. Vincent of Lerins-Omaha $0.00  $0.00  
 
OKLAHOMA
Church of the Ascension-Norman $0.00  $0.00  
St. Elijah-Oklahoma City $$3,175.00 5,000 5,405.07 All Year
St. Antony-Tulsa $250.00  $0.00
St. Andrew-Oklahoma City $0.00  $0.00  
St. James-Stillwater $243.06  $0.00  
 
SOUTH DAKOTA
St. John the Theologian
   -Rapid City $354.00 541 $168.05 2,534

TEXAS
Holy Apostles-Bullard $76.54  $0.00
St. Elias-Austin $220.40 All Year $683.31 All Year 
St. John the Forerunner
   -Cedar Park $0.00  $0.00  
St. Michael-Beaumont $600.00  $300.00 322 
St. Ephraim the Syrian
   -San Antonio $0.00  $507.48
Ss Constantine & Helen-Dallas $794.10  $1,500.00
St. George-El Paso $720.00 All Year $174.31 All Year
St. Peter-Fort Worth $2,037.36 1,020 $1,151.59 560
St. Joseph-Houston $200.00 All Year $150.00 All Year
St. George-Houston $2,612.30 All Year $2,111.76 All Year
St. Paul- Houston $0.00  $0.00
St. Luke-Abilene $290.50  $25.00
St. Anthony the Great-Spring $604.66  $49.61
St. Sophia-Dripping Springs $50.00  $0.00  

St. Philip-Souderton $2,192.50 Al Year $2,029.86 All Year
St. George-Upper Darby $25.00  $75.00
St. Mary-Wilkes-Barre $2,838.50 350 $3,240.00  
Holy Ascension Mission-Frazer $100.00  $208.02  
 
VIRGINIA
St. Patrick-Warrenton $0.00  $200.14 112 
St. Basil the Great-Poquoson $401.61  $477.00  
St. Raphael of Brooklyn Mission
   -Chantilly $291.90 100 $757.85 255 
Holy Trinity-Lynchburg $100.94  $191.16  
 
WEST VIRGINIA
St. Nicholas-Beckley $195.00  $290.00
St. George-Charleston $5,100.00 All Year $5,350.00 All Year 
Church of Holy Spirit-Huntington $180.00 All Year $400.00 All Year 

TOTAL
CHARLESTON/OAKLAND &
MID-ATLANTIC $28,017.77 5,125 $35,221.87 3,187 
 
TOLEDO AND THE MIDWEST    

IOWA
St. George-Cedar Rapids $1,102.00 All Year $1,500.81 All Year 
St. Raphael of Brooklyn-Iowa City $52.08 All Year $375.79 All Year 
  
ILLINOIS
St. Nicholas-Urbana $1,245.00 All Year $816.90 All Year 
St. George-Cicero $1,180.00  $707.25
All Saints-Chicago $3,363.96 4,375 $3,420.32 3,995
St. Elias-Peoria $0.00  $0.00
St. George-Spring Valley $360.00  $475.00
Holy Transfiguration-Warrenville $731.06 283 $295.23  
Virgin Mary-Alsip $700.00 359 $1,319.00  
 
INDIANA
All Saints-Bloomington $848.00 19,819 $1,032.36 20,000 
St. John Chrysostom
   -Fort Wayne $749.00  $2,131.00
Holy Resurrection-Hobart $180.20 3,195 $0.00
St. George-Indianapolis $2,888.48 407 $1,855.41
St. George-Terre Haute $100.00  $100.00
St. Mary-Goshen $446.22 1,400 $393.56  
St. Mary of Egypt-Greenwood $343.70  $300.00  
 
KENTUCKY
St. Andrew-Lexington $1,200.00 3,000 800.00
St. Michael-Louisville $335.00 80,000 $40.00 80,000 
Holy Apostles-Bowling Green $64.51  $308.21  
 
MICHIGAN
Holy Incarnation-Lincoln Park $0.00  $0.00
St. Mary-Berkley $100.00  $0.00  
St. George-Troy $275.00  $670.00
St. George-Flint $1,334.50  $1,340.29
St. George-Grand Rapids $680.00 530 $990.24  
St. Nicholas-Grand Rapids $2,335.34 All Year $3,442.00 All Year 
St. Mary-Iron Mountain $0.00  $0.00  
St. Simon-Ironwood $0.00  $0.00  
St. Mary-Livonia $420.00  $25.00
St. James-Williamston $194.00 208 $110.50 172 

St. Catherine of Alexandria
   -Ypsilanti $110.00  $225.00
Holy Cross Mission-Dorr $50.00  $0.00  
Holy Incarnation-Allen Park $154.75  $0.00  
   
MINNESOTA
St. George-West St. Paul $595.29  $611.98 1,654 
  
MISSOURI
All Saints of North America
   -Maryland Heights $457.61 575 $587.25 887 
St.John The Theologian Mission
   -Cape Girardeau $100.11  $200.00  
 
OHIO
St. George-Akron $550.00  $650.00  
St. George-Canton $828.50  $745.00  
St. Luke The Evangelist Mission
   -Solon $80.00  $611.00  
St. George-Cleveland $1,097.00 All Year $1,796.00 All Year
St. James-Loveland $50.00  $100.00
St. Matthew-N Royalton $423.00 10,000 $596.00
St. Elias-Sylvania $100.00  $350.00
St. George Cathedral-Toledo $477.88 6.022 $681.50 5,782
St. Mark-Youngstown $1.044.00 All Year $1,190.00 All Year 
St. Barnabas-Sunbury $236.00 100 $160.80 200 
 
WISCONSIN
St. Elias-La Crosse $0.00 165 $324.52 77
St. Nicholas-Cedarburg $470.00 646 $1,100.00 19,186 
St. Ignatius-Madison $100.00  $100.00  
 
TOTAL TOLEDO AND
THE MIDWEST $28,152.19 131,084 $32,477.92 131,953 
 
WORCESTER AND NEW ENGLAND     

MASSACHUSETTS
St. Michael-Cotuit $463.00 6,460 $629.38  
All Saints-S. Weymouth $0.00  $0.00
St. Mary-Cambridge $1,260.50 All Year $747.16 All Year
St. John of Damascus-Dedham $3,719.00  $3,232.38
St. George-Lawrence $380.00  $130.00  
St. George-Lowell $2,952.34 2,000 $2,800.00  
St. George-Norwood $50.00 3,541 $2,871.75 1,324 
St. George-W Roxbury $1,968.55 6,500 $1,782.00 6,500 
St. George Cathedral
   -Worcester $4,292.21 7,000 $4,353.08 14,000
St. Stephen- Springfield $0.00  $0.00  
Emmanuel-Warren $0.00  $0.00  
 
RHODE ISLAND
St. Mary-Pawtucket $2,439.40  $2,200.00  
 
TOTAL WORCESTER
   AND NEW ENGLAND  $17,525.00 25,501 $18,745.75 21,824 
   
MIAMI AND THE SOUTHEAST    

ALABAMA
Church of the Annunciation
   -Birmingham $50.00  $20.00  
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ow he was teaching in one 
of the synagogues on the 
Sabbath. And just then there 

appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled 
her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was 
quite unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw 
her, he called her over and said, “Woman, you 
are set free from your ailment.” When he laid his 
hands on her, immediately she stood up straight 
and began praising God. But the leader of the 
synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on 
the Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are 
six days on which work ought to be done; come 
on those days and be cured, and not on the Sab-
bath day.”

I went to bed last night in a quandary. After 
several days of thinking about today’s Gospel and 
trying to pound out a sermon, I had come to a 
dead end. I had nothing to say. Nothing! Remem-
ber those dreams where you are on stage and 
forget your lines? Well, that’s where I thought I 
would find myself when it came time to preach 
today except that I had the lines, only they 
weren’t worth saying! So I woke up suddenly at 
five, jumped out of bed, grabbed THE ROOTS OF 
CHRISTIAN MYSTICISM, turned to the chapter 
on the God-Man (since we are getting ready for 
Christmas after all) and read this from my be-
loved Gregory of Nyssa:

“That God should have clothed himself with 
our nature is a fact that should not seem strange 
or extravagant to minds that do not form too 
paltry an idea of reality. Who, looking at the uni-

verse, would be so feeble-minded as to not be-
lieve that God is all in all; that he clothes himself 
with the universe, and at the same time contains 
it and dwells in it?”

Then it occurred to me. Open your mind and 
see the bigger picture. This little snippet of Gospel 
is not just an historical event – Jesus walks into a 
synagogue, teaches, heals an old woman, and ex-
coriates the leader of the synagogue – nothing to 
see here, move on. But it is not just an example of 
Jesus defying the law by healing on the Sabbath, 
setting the synagogue leader’s teeth on edge, lay-
ing him out in lavender with the people who were 
probably sick of the leader’s obnoxious ego, do-
ing a unified cheer at the end. No there is much, 
much more going on.

In this little, story, Jesus reveals his cosmic 
nature. His presence is a healing presence to 
both the woman and the leader and its nature is, 
as always, Love. To one, his loving presence is 
 paradise, to the other it is hell. The woman re-
ceives healing, the leader gets clobbered, but in 
his chastisement, he too is healed. At this moment 
Jesus determines our understanding of heaven 
and hell. Both heaven and hell are God’s love. 
Whether we are in heaven or hell is determined 
by our internal state.

The woman’s ego, no doubt, had died a mil-
lion deaths because of her infirmity and her 18 
years of suffering. She seems to have come to 
grips with her situation so much so that with the 
great Healer there she doesn’t even ask for heal-
ing. Jesus notices and reaches out to her. She, 

Our Lady of Walsingham
   -Mesquite $181.00  $200.00
St. Benedict-Wichita Falls $916.00  $322.23  
Forty Holy Martyrs of Sebaste
   -Sugar Land $0.00  $0.00  
St. Silouan the Athonite
   -College Station $112.23 140 $200.00 140 
Christ the Saviour-Jacksonville $120.44 3,334 $0.00 27,000
Mission of The Holy Mother of God
   -Fredricksburg $0.00  $0.00  
Holy Cross Mission-Odessa $0.00  $0.00  
  
WYOMING
Holy Resurrection-Gillette $844.40 525 $800.00 475 
 
TOTAL WICHITA &
MID-AMERICA $30,269.16 12,836 $31,373.26 34,811 
   
EAGLE RIVER AND THE NORTHWEST     

ALBERTA
St. Philip-Edmonton $834.90  $2,060.08  
Church of the Annunciation
   -Calgary $0.00  $0.00  
Holy Protection of the Theotokos
   -Ft. Saskatchewan $0.00 1,000 $0.00  
 
ALASKA
St. Herman-Wasilla $78.55  $111.58
All Saints Mission-Homer $200.00  $100.00  
St. John Cathedral-Eagle River $1,258.50  $1,161.00  
  
BRITISH COLUMBIA
St. Joseph the Damascene
   -New Westminster $0.00  $0.00
Holy Nativity-Langley $0.00  $123.00

IDAHO
St. John the Baptist - Post Falls $35.00  $149.00
St. Ignatius-Twin Falls $0.00  $347.00
Holy Transfiguration Mission-Boise $0.00  $0.00  
Holy Myrrhbearing Women Mission
   -Bonners Ferry $75.00 All Year $0.00 All Year 
 
OREGON
St. George-Portland $0.00  $25.00  

SASKATCHEWAN
St. Vincent of Lerins-Saskatoon $100.00  $0.00  
  
WASHINGTON
St. Andrew-Arlington $150.00  $0.00
St. Paul-Brier $300.00  $1,100.00
Holy Cross-Yakima $2,871.58  $829.11 
St. Nicholas-Spokane $50.00  $20.00
St. Innocent-Everson $610.00 All Year $376.00 All Year
St. Thomas Mission- Snohomish $0.00  $0.00  
Christ The Savior Mission
   -Spokane Valley $130.50  $10.00  
Three Holy Hierarchs Mission
   -Wenatchee $0.00  $231.66
St. Katherine Mission-Kirkland   $54.73  

UTAH
Ss Peter & Paul-Salt Lake City $30.00  $250.00  
 

TOTAL EAGLE RIVER AND
THE NORTHWEST $6,724.03 1,000 $6,948.16 0 
   
LOS ANGELES AND THE WEST      
ARIZONA
Holy Resurrection-Tucson $502.33 1,618 $263.15
St. Ignatius Mission-Mesa $200.00  $200.00  
St. George Church-Phoenix $1,143.00 All Year $710.00 All Year 
 
CALIFORNIA
Ss Peter & Paul-Ben Lomond $706.36 5,000 $266.85 
St. Raphael  of Brooklyn Mission
   -Thousand Springs $41.50  $0.00
St. Michael-Whittier $135.55 400 $802.79 350
St. Luke-Garden Grove $833.23 All Year $981.57 All Year
All Saints Mission-Rohnert Park $0.00  $0.00
St. Athanasius-Goleta $0.00 All Year $45.00 1,500
St. Barnabas-Costa Mesa $300.00  $300.00
St. Mark-Irvine $577.00 200 $925.00
Holy Cross-Palmdale $0.00  $64.00
St. Timothy-Lompoc $315.41 All Year $336.66 All Year
St. James-Placentia $0.00  $25.00
Orthodox Church of the Redeemer
   -Los Altos Hills $70.00 71 $70.00 600 
St. Nicholas Cathedral
   -Los Angeles $10,007.00 22,000 $6,657.00 22,000
St. John the Evangelist-Orinda $1,091.39  $1,197.01  
St. Andrew-Riverside $125.00  $65.00
St. Anthony-La Jolla $3,739.55  $378.00
St. Athanasius-Sacramento $674.78  $356.00
St. George-San Diego $1,000.00  $1,025.00
St. Peter The Apostle-Pomona $350.00  $400.00  
St. Nicholas-San Francisco $590.00 All Year $520.00 All Year
St. Stephen-Campbell $655.28  $536.90  
St. Matthew-Torrance $340.50  $300.00
St. Michael-Van Nuys $1,371.69 1,500 $1,440.00  
Holy Virgin Mary-W Sacramento $0.00  $280.00
St. Timothy-Fairfield $344.50  $550.55  
St. John-San Juan Capistrano $0.00  $16.00
St. George-Upland $0.00 320 $100.00  
St. James Mission-Modesto $0.00  $298.50
St. Gabriel-Angels Camp   $250.00  

NEVADA
St. Michael-Las Vegas $0.00  $15.00  

TOTAL LOS ANGELES AND
THE WEST $25,114.07 31,109 $19,374.98 24,450 
  
INDIVIDUAL
CONTRIBUTIONS $4,605.00  $4,969.49
RECORDED THRU FEBRUARY 29, 2012    

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS: $174,694.70 238,445 $183,711.31  249,789 
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“N

alwaysSermon preached by  
Fr. Antony Hughes on Sunday, 

December 4, 2011
Luke 13:10-14  

(10th Sunday of Luke) 
 

continued on page 33

God is moving all 
things toward the goal 
of union with him, little 
old, infirm ladies as 
well as prideful and 
egotistical religious 
leaders, and whatever 
must be done to bring 
that about, He will do. 
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dozen families, almost doubled their pledges to 
the point where – with God’s help – they could 
take that next step. Something special was indeed 
happening in Bowling Green, Kentucky.

It was only a few short weeks later that I found 
myself driving my family across country to be-
gin our new life in this new mission. I had a few 
thousand miles worth of time to contemplate the 
reality of being a mission priest. While my pre-
vious experiences as the priest of an established 
church, as the Camp Director at the Antiochian 
Village and as a mission priest in a foreign coun-
try would all prove helpful, this would be a whole 
new ballgame.

There would be much to be done, and very 
limited resources with which to do it. After ar-
riving and settling in, I began to sort through the 
priorities. As I looked at the budget, I realized we 
barely had enough just to keep open the doors 
of the auto body shop-turned-sanctuary, to keep 
the lights on and to allow me to care for my fam-
ily. When I began seeing advertisements for the 
coming Parish Life Conference and Archdiocesan 
Convention, I quickly assumed that I would not be 
able to attend. Quite simply, there was no money.

Then I remembered hearing about a program 
of the Order of St. Ignatius that helps clergy from 
our missions attend the annual Parish Life Con-
ferences and the Archdiocesan Convention and 
Clergy Symposium held in alternating years. At 
the time I heard about this program, I was already 
very familiar with many of the Order’s projects. I 
had personally overseen the distribution of hun-
dreds of thousands of scholarship dollars, which 
were transformed into countless life-changing ex-
periences of our young people at the Village and 
each of our Archdiocesan camps. I had seen the 
transformation of our boys at St. Innocent’s Or-
phanage – one of the Order’s first projects – that 
provided a home for boys whose families of birth 
did not recognize what the members of the Or-
der did: these were God’s own sons and deserved 
nothing but the best we could give them.

When I heard about the program to enable 
mission priests to attend the Conferences and 
Conventions, I remember thinking how unique 
the Order was. They always seemed to find the 
gaps that others missed and to provide the means 
to fill them. Some might question why it would be 
so important for a mission priest to attend these 

gatherings. Wouldn’t there 
come a time later when 
they could begin to partici-
pate? The Order, however, 
doesn’t wait for an easier, 
more convenient time. This 
program allows our mis-
sions to grow from their 
earliest days not as inde-
pendent communities, but 
as part of something much 
greater. Through the Order, 
missions are given the sta-
bility and identity one can 
only have by experiencing 
firsthand our connected-
ness as members of our 
Diocese and Archdiocese, 
and, through them, our 
connections to our brothers and sisters in the Or-
thodox faith around the world.

I remember being a kid and playing on the 
playground at school. When we were really 
young, we often needed some help to get up onto 
the monkey bar ladder or the jungle gym. To this 
day I can walk by a playground and still hear that 
familiar request: “Give me a boost.” That’s what 
the Order does though its support of mission 
priests and through its other programs. It gives a 
boost to others who aren’t looking for a free ride 
as much as just a leg up. Their helping hands en-
able others to help themselves, and eventually to 
turn around and “give a boost” to others in need. 
That’s why my wife and I made the decision years 
ago for her to join the Order.

The trepidation I felt when I first learned about 
an assignment to a mission on that hot afternoon 
is a distant memory. I have learned once again 
that God never sets a task before us for which He 
does not also supply our every need. That help 
sometimes comes directly from Him, but most of-
ten it comes through those who seek to do His will 
by being His hands, feet and voice in a world so 
needy of His love. I thank God that the members 
of the Order of St. Ignatius have stepped forward 
to do for our mission what they have done for 
so many groups and individuals: giving just the 
boost we needed, right when we needed it most.

Very Reverend Michael Nasser
Pastor, Holy Apostles Mission, Bowling Green, Kentucky

The voicemail came as our family had just ar-
rived at a campground outside Bryce Canyon, 
Utah, on a dry and dusty June afternoon. After 
we parked, the rest of the family was in our trailer 
setting up, while I went outside to return the call 
to the Archdiocesan office. I sat on the concrete 
picnic table, grateful for the rusty tin roof pro-
viding shade from the scorching sun. Our family 
had been eagerly awaiting news of my next as-
signment, having completed three blessed years 
in residence at St. Innocent Orphanage near Ti-
juana, Mexico. After leaving Mexico, we traveled 

around the Western United States both to 
enjoy some family time after the move 
from Mexico, and to fill the time as we 
waited with great anticipation to hear 
which community in this vast Archdio-
cese we would next call home. 

“There’s something special going on 
in Bowling Green, Kentucky,” Fr. George 

Kevorkian, Assistant to the Metropoli-
tan, said with excitement over the phone. As I 

racked my brain trying to figure out if I had 
ever heard of Bowling Green, Kentucky, he 

added, “I think you may want to check it out.” He 
explained that there was a fairly new mission that 
had really impressed him, and they were hope-
ful that they were financially ready to support a 
priest. Having been given the phone number of 
the coordinator of the mission, in one phone call 
I knew Fr. George was right. 

Dr. Kevin Burt had found his way to Ortho-
doxy with a small but growing number of others 
searching for the Church. They wanted a commu-
nity that would match the expectations they had 
when they read the words of the Evangelists, of 
St. Paul and of our Lord Himself when speaking 
about the Church as He had founded her. They 
had found that home in Orthodox Christianity. 
With the support of clergy from both St. Michael’s 
in Louisville, Kentucky, and St. Ignatius in Frank-
lin, Tennessee, they began to worship regularly 
in the fall of 2008. By the spring of 2010, they 
were hopeful that they were ready for the next 
big step of asking for a priest to be assigned to 
lead them. Our family flew to Kentucky and en-
joyed a beautiful visit to explore the possibilities. 
Amazingly, the community, with fewer than two 

Works of The Order in Action!
“Give Me A Boost.’



When our family came to Orthodoxy nearly 
seven years ago, we were often asked by worried 
Protestants whether or not we still believed in “the 
Trinity.” This always dumbfounded us, until we 
remembered that few, if any, of these questioners 
had ever attended an Orthodox liturgy. How could 
they know? How could they know that beginning 
with “Blessed is the Kingdom, of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” the Trinity is 
mentioned – and worshipped – more often in a 
single service than occurs in a month of Sundays 
elsewhere. We appreciated their concern, but as-

sured them that our beliefs about God were most 
definitely still Trinitarian.

This past Super Bowl Sunday, however, caused 
me to reflect on the phrase “Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit” in a new way. On that day, February 5, 
2012, my son, John, was ordained a priest at St. 
George Antiochian Orthodox Church in West Rox-
bury, Massachusetts. During the Divine Liturgy, 
shortly after the Great Entrance, Father Steven 
Mathewes and Father Gregory Hogg led John in 
front of the altar and down into a kneeling posi-
tion, presenting him as a candidate for ordination 
to the priesthood of the Holy Orthodox Church. 
Father Gregory Hogg: that would be my husband, 
and John’s biological father.

At this moment, it is impossible not to think of 
one of our favorite family stories.  I had stopped 
by work to drop off a few papers and my four-
year-old son, John, was sitting on the counter of 
the nurses’ station, surrounded by my co-workers, 
when he suddenly asked, “Mommy, do you know 
who my real father is?” All heads snapped up and 
I began to feel my face turn red as I assured my 
son that of course I know – it’s Daddy, you know, 
that man who lives with us. “No, he’s not,” he said, 
shaking his head soberly. Back and forth we went, 
me trying to convince and reassure him, my co-
workers teasing me until John finally said, “I guess 
I’ll have to tell you who my real father is.” A dra-
matic pause. “It’s God.”

As Bishop JOHN’s hands are now laid on my 

son’s head for the ac-
tual ordination, I also 
think of one of our 
parishioners, a fellow 
convert from Luther-
anism, who tells his 
mother about the first Christian church, the Cave 
Church of St. Peter, in Antioch (originally part of 
Syria but now 12 miles across the border in Tur-
key). Antioch is where Jesus’s followers were first 
called “Christians” (Acts 11:26) and this church is 
still in existence today. Think of it – the very first 

Christian church, two thousand years old, still in 
existence and still used for worship! Our friend 
rejoices that if he were to visit that church today, 
he would be able to commune there. Would his 
mother? No, she tells him, because her doctrine is 
different from theirs. He just smiles sadly.

This is why we came to Orthodoxy. My hus-
band pulled on doctrines as if they were strings, 
trying to find the ones that went all the way back. 
I remember him saying that if he pulled one and 
it only went back four or five hundred years, it 
wasn’t good enough; it had “come up short.” But 
now, one of the consequences of that decision for 
our family is here, and the magnitude of it can 
scarcely be taken in – the historical fact of unbro-
ken apostolic succession coming to rest on the 
head of my young son. This bishop whose hands 
are resting on John’s head and blessing him had 
hands laid on him by a bishop, who had hands laid 
on him by a bishop, who had hands laid on him by 
a bishop … and backward it flows, one hundred 
years, four hundred years, a thousand years, two 
thousand years, all the way back to the original 
apostles, and preserving their unaltered teachings.

The liturgy this day is blessed by the presence 
of not one, but two of the three new auxiliary bish-
ops, Bishops JOHN and NICHOLAS.  It is a moving 
service, full of the rich symbolism I have come to 
appreciate in a normal Orthodox liturgy, with the 
additional beauty of a hierarchical liturgy. One bish-
op blesses the people with three candles bound to-
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How could they 
know that begin-

ning with “Blessed 
is the Kingdom, of 
the Father and of 

the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit,” the 

Trinity is mentioned 
– and worshipped 
– more often in a 

single service than 
occurs in a month 

of Sundays else-
where. We appreci-
ated their concern, 

but assured them 
that our beliefs 

about God were 
most definitely still 

Trinitarian.
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gether, representing 
the Holy Trinity; the 
other bishop blesses 
us with two candles 
bound together, rep-
resenting the two na-
tures of Christ. 

This symbolism 
has always been easy 
for me to understand. 
It is only when Sun-
day School lessons 
delve deeper into 
these mysteries about 
the Trinity, discussing 
natures and persons, 
that I sometimes get 
a bit muddled. But 
here, in front of me, 
God provides a pic-
ture to help me un-
derstand. Not a per-

fect picture, for in this life we only “see in a mirror, 
dimly” (1 Corinthians 13:12):  a father; his son; 
both of the same nature – human; the son in some 
way “from” the father. (And in this case, so alike in 
looks and tone of voice that, once again, “to know 
the son is to know the father”!)  But two distinct 
persons.

I watch with a mixture of feelings – awe, pride, 
joy, trepidation … and mirth.  Why mirth? Because 
I know this young man now becoming a priest.  
How can he, so recently toddling around our home 
(or so it seems!) be on the verge of accepting one 
of the most difficult jobs on the planet? I know his 
faults and his weaknesses, but I also know how 
wise he is spiritually. His father and I used to say 
he was ‘granite’ – very difficult to chisel into, but 
whenever we succeeded, we knew it was there to 
stay. But I realize there is room for very little pride 
this day. We may have brought him to church ev-
ery Sunday, placed him where he needed to be to 
hear God’s word, but it was the Holy Spirit who 
did the work.

Every day, as part of the Trisagion prayers, 
we Orthodox Christians pray, “All holy Trinity, 
have mercy on us; Lord, cleanse us from our sins; 
 Master, pardon our iniquities; Holy God, visit and 
heal our infirmities, for Thy name’s sake.” For 
some reason, I always love this last line. Yes, I want 

forgiveness of sins, but I also want God to “visit 
and heal my infirmities”: all those places in my life 
that aren’t actually sinful, just weak. Come, visit, 
shore me up, strengthen my backbone and my 
will; do your good work of theosis in my life, Lord. 

I know this prayer will take on new meaning 
for my son in the days ahead. Many times he will 
not feel sinful so much as weak in performing the 
duties and meeting the needs God is calling him to 
handle. But my son will come to know –  just as ev-
ery Christian before him has come to know – that 
God will provide the strength he needs. 

John is wearing his priestly vestments now. For 
the remainder of the liturgy, I watch as father and 
son do a holy dance, moving in and out around 
the altar, rubbing shoulders with the other concel-
ebrants. It is time for the Eucharist. Watching my 
husband and son serve communion, side by side, I 
begin to tear up, gratitude welling up within me. A 
father. His son. And the Holy Spirit lovingly work-
ing in both of their lives. 

There is a luncheon afterward. Sunlight from 
an unexpectedly bright mid-winter day floods the 
hall, bathing the room in a golden glow. Our older 
son, Chip, has flown up from Baltimore for the 
ordination. I look with pride at my two sons, one 
with a doctorate in physics and now the other an 
Orthodox priest, but I also remember them as little 
boys, always pretending to be super heroes like 
Batman and Superman.  “I guess John is the one 
who got to keep the cape!” quips Chip, referring to 
his brother’s new vestments.  We all laugh. John’s 
wife, Darcy, is with us. Two of his friends have also 
flown in for the occasion. People we don’t know 
come up to us throughout the luncheon to con-
gratulate us.

Yes, this son is following in his father’s foot-
steps. It is a happy day. But stepping back, I can 
see the bigger picture. Both father and son are fol-
lowing in the footsteps of their fathers, the fathers 
of our faith, picking up the baton that was handed 
to them and working hard not to drop it before it 
is their turn to hand it off.  And always, day by day, 
decade by decade, century by century, the Holy 
Spirit is at work to preserve the faith.

Lord, bless this father and his son. Bless all 
fathers and sons, and fathers and daughters, and 
mothers and sons, and every daughter, and every 
son, along this journey of faith, in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
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A Reflection:
Kathy Meyer’s Funeral

On December 30, 2011, I re-
ceived a phone call from Bishop 
ANTOUN. He informed me that 
our beloved Kathy Meyer had 
fallen asleep in the Lord while 
in Summerville, South Carolina. 
Since Saint Nicholas in Myrtle 
Beach was the closest parish, 
the Bishop asked me to help 
make funeral arrangements. 
After consulting with Kathy’s 
sister, Dorothy Kaiser, it was 
decided that the funeral would 
take place in Walterboro, South 
Carolina. Kathy would be buried 
at the family cemetery in Hills-
borough, Illinois, with Fr. Ste-
ven Salaris serving graveside. 

Walterboro is a small, sleepy, 
southern town that lies off the 
I-95 corridor. It’s full of antique 
shops and live oak trees. The 
main street looks as if it hasn’t 
changed much since the 1950s. 
It seemed so far away from the 
setting where we all knew Kathy 
Meyer. Her place was in Engle-
wood, where she served every-
one in the Archdiocese with 
such kindness, love and grace.

The viewing took place on 
Tuesday, January 3, at the Park-
er-Rhoden funeral home. I trav-
eled to Walterboro with one of 
our parish council members, 
Joanne Lodowski, and our An-
tiochian Women’s president, 
Carol Larson. Dorothy, Kathy’s 
niece, Kathleen, and their 
spouses received us. After an 
arduous day of travel, Bishop 
ANTOUN arrived with the Vice 
Chairman of the Archdiocese 

Board of Trustees, Mr. Fawaz 
El-Khoury, and Julie Abboud, 
who worked with Kathy at the 
Archdiocese office. After Bishop 
ANTOUN and I chanted the Tri-
sagion prayers for the dead, his 
Grace spoke to the assembled 
mourners. I have heard Bishop 
ANTOUN speak many times, but 
I have never heard him speak to 
such great effect. As he said, 
“Kathy was my sister.” He was 
truly in mourning. The Bish-
op’s remarks were interspersed 
with light-hearted stories about 
Kathy’s dog and examples of her 
single-minded determination to 
serve our Archdiocese. Bish-
op ANTOUN’s words evoked 
the grand scale and quality of 
Kathy’s life and her work. After 
Sayidna concluded his address, 
everyone who gathered in the 
chapel felt the tremendous im-
pact of Kathy Meyer’s life. We 
wept for a sister, a friend, and a 
great human being.

The following morning, 
Bishop ANTOUN presided at the 
funeral. Several choir members 
from Saint Nicholas drove down 
from Myrtle Beach to sing the 
responses. At the end of the ser-
vice, the Bishop read the eulogy 
written by Metropolitan PHIL-
IP. It described Kathy Meyer’s 
many years of dedicated service 
to the Archdiocese. Her story 
began in the turbulent period 
of the 1960s in San Francisco, 
where she heard the Metropoli-
tan speak about the youth. After 
hearing Metropolitan PHILIP’s 
remarks, she conveyed to him 
through the parish priest that 
if he ever needed a secretary, 

she would come and work for 
him. That was the beginning of 
a journey that lasted over forty 
years. The Metropolitan noted 
that “Kathy was not just a sec-
retary; she became part of our 
family.” After Bishop ANTOUN 
finished reading Metropolitan 
PHILP’s eulogy, Mr. El-Khoury 
expressed his sincere condo-
lences to Kathy’s family on be-
half of the entire Archdiocese 
Board of Trustees. 

Although everyone grieved, 
the Metropolitan’s eulogy and 
Bishop ANTOUN’s remarks 
created a palpable feeling of 
joy. We felt tremendous grati-
tude to the Lord that we all had 
had the blessing of knowing a 
woman such as Kathy Meyer. 
Everyone who knew her will say 
Amen to Metropolitan PHILIP’s 
commendation at the close of 
his eulogy: “May our gracious 
Lord receive her In His Holy 
Mansions, where the faces of 
the Saints shine like the stars 
of Heaven. May her soul rest in 
peace, and may her memory be 
eternal!”

Fr. Gabriel Bullock
St. Nicholas Church, Myrtle Beach,  

South Carolina
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Holy God, visit 
and heal our infirmi-
ties, for Thy name’s 

sake.” For some 
reason, I always love 

this last line. Yes, I 
want forgiveness of 
sins, but I also want 

God to “visit and 
heal my infirmities”: 

all those places in 
my life that aren’t 
actually sinful, just 

weak.



St. George New 
 Kensington Kicks Off 100th 
Anniversary with Fourth 
 Annual Sacred Arts  Festival

The Bookstore of St. George 
Church, New Kensington, Penn-
sylvania, recently sponsored 
our Fourth Annual Sacred Arts 
Festival on November 5, 2011, 
kicking off our year-long Hun-
dredth Anniversary celebration 
as a parish. Several church orga-
nizations participated and many 
volunteered to make the day a 
wonderful experience. Every-
one put in lots of hard work and 

represented the Orthodox faith, 
which we have been blessed to 
inherit through the Antiochian 
roots of our parish founders, 
in a very positive way. Their 
efforts made this one of our 
most successful Sacred Arts 
Festivals. Our parish choir put 
on a spiritually uplifting perfor-
mance. Chanters from the Oak-
land St. George parish, joined 
by our own Khouria, also par-
ticipated in the musical por-
tion of the program. We were 
blessed to hear both.

John Tumah presented in-
formative slides of historic 
churches of Syria, showcasing 
their mosaic art. It was really 
interesting to see how the earli-
est churches of our faith were 
the template for the design 
of the modern-day Orthodox 
Church. Many similarities are 
evident in our own building. 

Participating vendors filled 
the parish hall for the Sacred 
Arts Festival and provided a 
wide range of spiritual items 
for viewing and purchase. Ven-
dors included Nickolas Papas 
of Iconography by the Hand 
of Nickolas P. Papas; Michael 
Kapeluck of Archangel Icons; 
and Ethan Nixon of EN Pho-
tography; Michael Goltz of 
Iconography by the Hand of 
Michael Goltz; Frank Toroney 

of Toroney Church Supply; and 
some of our own parishioners, 
including the Myrrh-Bearing 
Women, Mary Frances Rus-
nak, Carol Thomas, Larry Zeiler, 
and  Cheryl Hallauer.

Lastly, our own Fellowship 
of St. John the Divine made 
and sold delicious lamb din-
ners, which included desserts 
donated by the Myrhh-Bearing 
Women. The food received rave 

reviews. Teen SOYO assisted 
with the sale of drinks.

The next day, our Church 
School students enjoyed a visit 
from Dr. Maria Khoury, author 
of the faith-inspiring Christina 
Books series. Dr. Khoury later 
addressed the adults concern-
ing living conditions of Arab 
Christians in Taybeh, a Pales-
tinian village in the West Bank, 
where her husband, David, is 
mayor.

 Overall, we had a successful 
Hundredth Anniversary kickoff 
event!

Bishop THOMAS and Local 
Priests Visit Holy  Monastery 
of the Entrance of the 
 Theotokos

On Tuesday, March 20, 2012, 
His Grace Bishop THOMAS was 
received by the Sisterhood of 
the Holy Monastery of the En-
trance of the Theotokos into the 
Temple in Unionville, Maryland. 
Bishop THOMAS was accom-
panied by four of his diocesan 
priests, including Father Grego-
ry Mathewes-Green (Holy Cross 
Church, Linthicum, Maryland), 
Father Patrick Cardine (St. Pat-
rick Mission, Warrenton, Virgin-
ia), Father James Hamrick (St. 
John the Baptist Mission, Lew-
istown, Maryland), and Father 
Raphael Barberg (St. James the 
Apostle Mission, Westminster, 
Maryland).

Following a short service of 
reception in the chapel, Bishop 
THOMAS welcomed the sisters 
to their new property and urged 
all present to do whatever nec-
essary to ensure that the prop-
erty would remain an Orthodox 
monastery. Bishop THOMAS 
and his priests were then led to 
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Bishop THOMAS tour-
ing the property with 
Sister Ignatia, Father 
Raphael Barberg and 
the Rowe Family

the dining room where the sis-
ters provided a hot Lenten meal.

Following lunch, Sister Igna-
tia accompanied Bishop THOM-
AS and the guests on a brief tour 
of the property. The 131-acre 
property, containing a chapel, 
a barn, a large farmhouse, a 
retreat house, and four large 
homes, had been owned for-
merly by the Life in Jesus Com-
munity (Charismatic Episcopal 
Church, or CEC) under Bishop 
Philip Zampino. It is located in 
rural Frederick County near 
Unionville, Maryland, approxi-
mately 45 minutes west of Bal-
timore and an hour northwest of 
Washington, D.C.

Both Father Patrick Cardine 
and Father James Hamrick had 
been priests in the CEC prior to 
becoming Orthodox, and conse-
quently had ties to the property. 
Father Patrick and Father James 
attended a CEC seminary there. 
In addition, Father Patrick and 
his family had lived on the prop-
erty for two years. Later, Father 
James was ordained in the cha-
pel, and served as priest under 
Bishop Zampino before his con-
version to Holy Orthodoxy. Fa-
ther Patrick and Father James 
were therefore able to provide 
insight into the history of the 
property and the way it was 
used. Father James told Bishop 
THOMAS and Sister Ignatia, 
“Since the property went on the 
market, I have been praying for 
this place to become an Ortho-
dox monastery.”

The sisterhood, led by Ab-
bess Aemiliane (who could not 
be present for Bishop THOMAS’ 
visit), and under the guidance of 
the Most Reverend Archiman-
drite, Elder Dionysius, recently 
located on the property. They 

have been granted a two-year 
lease, with an option to buy. In 
that time, they must raise two 
million dollars for the purchase, 
so they are requesting dona-
tions and praying that God will 
provide generous benefactors. 
Sister Ignatia encouraged the 
local congregations to raise 
awareness of their presence 
and ministry by visiting the 
monastery and their website at 
http://entranceofthetheotokos.
org/.

Bishop THOMAS told the 
sisters that he will be asking 
his priests whose churches and 
missions are close by to do 
what they can do in support-
ing the work at the monastery. 
Bishop THOMAS indicated that 
he would arrange for another 
visit soon so that he could meet 
Abbess Aemiliane.

St. Anthony Welcomes 
Bishop THOMAS to Kick 
off Parish Life Conference 
Registration

His Grace Bishop THOMAS 
honored St. Anthony of Bergen-
field with his annual visit on the 
fifth Sunday of Lent. During the 
beautiful Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy, Deacon Peter Boulukos 
was elevated to Archdeacon as 
his proud brother and sister-in-
law and the entire St. Anthony 
family beamed. After Liturgy, 
the parish hall was filled as all 
enjoyed breakfast and enter-
tainment by our children. In-
spired by the Creative Festival 
theme, “The Bible…fills us with 
eternal joy,” Church School stu-
dents sang a song about our Old 
Testament patriarch Abraham, 
and teens hosted a radio call-in 
show, with audience participa-

tion, about the prophesies of the 
Old  Testament.

St. Anthony Parish Life Con-
ference Chairs Jim Bach and 
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proved by the Sussex County 
Department of Planning and 
Zoning.)

Father Boniface Black and 
the Saint Andrew parishioners 
invite all coming to the Dela-
ware Beaches to visit and wor-
ship with us. We are your Ortho-
dox Church away from home, 
whether you are a beach visitor, 
a second-home visitor, or a sec-
ond-home owner and planning 
to relocate to the area. You are 
welcome! Divine Liturgy is 9:30 
a.m. every Sunday.

Bishop NICHOLAS Visits 
St. Stephen Church in South 
Plainfield, New Jersey

Newly consecrated Bishop 
NICHOLAS (Ozone) presided 
over a Hierarchical Divine Lit-
urgy assisted by Fr. Stephen 
Tewfik and Archdeacon Hans 
El-Hayek at St. Stephen the 
Protomartyr Antiochian Ortho-
dox Church in South Plainfield, 
New Jersey, on January 15, 
2012. His Grace celebrated the 
name day of their Patron Saint. 
Sayidna preached on the impor-
tance of partaking of the pre-

cious Body and Blood of Christ, 
the heavenly food that unites us 
with Christ. He also thanked all 
the parishioners for their warm 
welcome.

After the Liturgy, George Tew-
fik was inducted into the Order 
of St. Ignatius of Antioch, spon-
sored by his mother, Khouria 
Beba Tewfik.

The parishioners were blessed 
and honored to share a pot-luck 
meal with Bishop NICHOLAS, 
which gave all a chance to get 
to know him better.

Bishop NICHOLAS Visits St. 
Vladimir’s Seminary Campus

This spring St. Vladimir’s Semi-
nary was blessed by a visit from 
His Grace Bishop NICHOLAS 
(Ozone), Auxiliary Bishop for 
Brooklyn and Assistant to His 
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP. 
It was Bishop NICHOLAS’s first 
time here, and he was visiting 
in his capacity as the hierarch 
responsible for overseeing the 
education of students enrolled 
in seminaries, and in particular, 
for overseeing the Ordination 
Review Board of the Archdio-

cese. “We had a wonderful and 
positive discussion,” remarked 
seminary Dean Archpriest John 
Behr, “on all sorts of aspects 
regarding the seminarians and 
their education, and we look 
forward to working ever more 
closely with the Archdiocese.” 
Likewise, seminary Chancellor 
and CEO Archpriest Chad Hat-
field noted, “I was impressed 
with his theological insights and 
great interest in what he saw as 
the ‘unique SVOTS approach to 
theological education.’”

Two Alumni St. Vladimir’s 
Seminary  Ordained to  
Episcopal Rank in  
Antiochian Orthodox 
Church December 11, 2011

On Sunday, December 11, 
2011, at the Patriarchal Monas-
tery of Our Lady of Balamand 
in Lebanon, two of our alumni 
were among three ordained to 
the episcopacy in the Self-Ruled 
Antiochian Orthodox Archdio-
cese of North America (AOCA-
NA). The three new hierarchs 
were ordained by His Beatitude, 
IGNATIUS IV, patriarch of the 
Great City of God, Antioch and 

Lisa Fares, under the guid-
ance of V. Rev. Fr. Joseph Al-
len, worked hard to make sure 
that every aspect of this year’s 
Dioceses of Charleston and New 
York Parish Life Conference – to 
be held July 4–8, 2012, at the 
beautiful Hyatt Regency in New 
Brunswick, New Jersey – is a 
great event. Bishop THOMAS 
spoke to the faithful about our 
role in making sure that we use 
the PLC as a way to spread the 
Word, as we are all called to do, 
during this registration kick-off 
event. A table of materials, a 
slide show on the “Top 10 Rea-
sons Why All Should Attend the 
Parish Life Conference,” and 
a guided tour of the dedicated 
PLC web site helped ensure that 
every parishioner knew why 
they should attend. Among oth-
er reasons were the opportunity 
to enjoy the camaraderie of dio-
cese Orthodox Christians and to 
participate in the traditional and 
fun events for adults, teens, and 
children!

To register, obtain schedules, 
purchase an ad for the souvenir 
journal, or learn more, please 
visit http://EasternDiocesePLC.
weebly.com.

Bishop THOMAS Visits  
St. Andrew Church

The mission community 
of Saint Andrew the Apostle, 
Lewes, Delaware, welcomed His 
Grace Bishop THOMAS for a 
most blessed weekend Novem-
ber 19th and 20th. Also joining 
in the very special weekend ob-
servances were Father Nicholas 
Alford of the Church of Saint 
Gregory, Washington, D.C., 
Deacon Raphael Garcia, and a 
number of parishioners from 
D.C. Father Adrian Budica and 
Khouria Viktoria from the Saint 
Nicholas Cathedral in Brooklyn, 

New York, also joined us for the 
weekend, as did Subdeacons Jo-
seph Kavchok from Saint Paul, 
Emmaus, Jason Flowers from 
the Holy Ascension Mission, 
West Chester, and Benjamin 
Daniel of Saint Philip, Souder-
ton, all in Pennsylvania.

The Antiochian Women of 
Saint Andrew provided a deli-
cious supper following the Ves-
pers Saturday evening. Our pa-
rishioners and visitors packed 
the Grange Hall for the Sunday 
Orthros and Hierarchical Divine 

Liturgy, during which Deacon 
Raphael was elevated to the 
Holy Priesthood. AXIOS! May 
God grant Father Raphael and 
his Khouria Josephine many 
years! After the Liturgy, parish-
ioners hosted a festive buffet for 
Sayidna, the clergy, other pa-
rishioners and visitors in their 
spacious home. Bishop THOM-
AS spoke encouraging words to 
the Mission, urging us to con-
tinue to grow and reach out to 
those around us as we prepare 
to build a church to serve south-
ern Delaware. (Incidentally, the 
church plan has just been ap- 
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All the East; they will serve as 
auxiliaries to His Eminence, 
Metropolitan PHILIP, Archbish-
op of New York and Metropoli-
tan of All America.

His Grace Bishop JOHN (Ab-
dalah), who earned a Master of 
Divinity degree from St. Vladi-

mir’s in 1984, has been named 
Auxiliary Bishop for Worces-
ter and New England; and His 
Grace ANTHONY (Michaels) 
who earned a Master of Divin-
ity degree from the Seminary 
in 1982, has been named Aux-
iliary Bishop for Toledo and the 
Midwest. His Grace NICHOLAS 
(Ozone) was the third bishop 
ordained; he has been named 
Auxiliary Bishop for Brooklyn, 
and he will also assist Metro-
politan PHILIP.

Reflecting upon his new of-
fice and responsibilities, and his 
alma mater, Bishop ANTHONY 
said, “Philosophy approaches 
truth as a concept, history re-
cords how it affected human 
events over time, science con-
ducts experiments to justify it, 
and theology celebrates it in 
the Person of Christ and as a 

Person, giving us an encounter 
with Him. My professors at St. 
Vladimir’s and the entire family 
of the seminary showed how the 
beauty, harmony, and exalted el-
egance of the kingdom of God 
is here with us all the time; and 
how the world is a sacrament of 
His love, a beginning in time of 
the timeless relationship with 
Him in the never-ending day of 
His kingdom.

“As a bishop, I would hope to 
hand down this vision of truth 
to others so that they can find 
themselves in Christ and enjoy 
their own Sabbath rest with 
God, persons to persons,  Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.”

Bishop NICHOLAS with 
Chancellor Fr. Chad 

Hatfield (left) and Dean 
Fr. John Behr (right) in 

front of Three Hierarchs 
Chapel on campus.

like the Woman with the Issue of Blood, had been 
humbled by life. If the Lord had not healed her, 
she would have gone on just the same, at peace 
with her circumstances.

The synagogue leader needed another kind of 
treatment. His ego was firmly in place. Life had 
not humbled him. He held a position of power and 
no doubt lived a comfortable life. We know this 
because his reaction to the healing is so strong! 
He reacts to this wonderful miracle with anger! 
Why? Because Jesus upset his apple cart. The 
Lord ruffled his feathers and altered his world. 
Who would the people now look to for their spiri-
tual needs? He was so sick that he needed urgent 
care; the spiritual equivalent of surgery, immedi-
ate and forceful. 

A little note to all of us. The power of our reac-
tions reveals the strength of our egos. I wonder 
how I would react if a person walked in here in 
the middle of Divine Liturgy and healed one of 
you. What would I do? How would I react? I hope 
not like the leader of the synagogue, “Who are 
you who disturbs the solemnity of my Liturgy!” I 
hope not.

Thomas Merton once wrote, “God seeks Him-
self in us, and the aridity and sorrow of our heart 
is the sorrow of God who is not known in us…”

Jesus saw himself in the woman and healed 
her. He could not see himself in the leader so he 
performed spiritual surgery on him. St. Maximos 
the Confessor wrote this which explains what 
Merton means, “Christ is the great mystery, the 
blessed goal, the purpose for which everything 
was created…with his gaze fixed on this goal God 
called all things into existence. Christ is the point 
to which Providence is tending, together with ev-
erything in its keeping, and at which all creatures 
accomplish their return to God.”

In other words, God is moving all things toward 
the goal of union with him, little old, infirm ladies 
as well as prideful and egotistical religious leaders 
and whatever must be done to bring that about, He 
will do. Some will experience his lovingkindness as 
paradise and others as hell, but both are the same 
and the goal is that everyone will come to see his 
love for what it truly is, Paradise.

Interested in studying
Orthodox theology?

Unable to attend a seminary
or theological school?

 
The St. Stephen’s Course of Studies in Orthodox 
Theology is your answer. Besides our theologi-
cal program, we are also now offering three new 
specialization tracks: Youth Ministry, Musicology 
and Iconology. These tracks are offered in a dis-
tinct Orthodox and Byzantine setting.
 
The St. Stephen’s Course, a three-year directed 
reading program under the auspices of the An-
tiochian House of Studies, is open to both men 
and women.
 
For Information and catalogue, contact:
St. Stephen’s Course of Studies
385 Ivy Lane, Bergenfi eld, NJ 07621
E-mail: theoedu1@aol.com  Tel: 201-569-0095
 
Please send me further information and applica-
tion forms for the St. Stephen’s Course of Stud-
ies in Orthodox Theology.
 
Name: ___________________________________
              Please print

Address:__________________________________

 _________________________________________

City: _____________________________________

State: ______________Zip: __________________

E-mail: ___________________________________
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Application to the Pastoral Marriage and Family Counseling  

Certificate Program 

Antiochian House of Studies 

Date:_____________ 

Name: (first)____________________(middle)________________(last)____________________ 

Title/Position in Parish:__________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________State:___________________Zip:_______________________ 

Jurisdiction:_________________________Name of Parish:______________________________ 

Total number of years in parish work:_________________ 

Description of current position and responsibilities in you parish including length of time at current 
position.  List previous parish work experience and length of time: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
State below your interest in attending the Pastoral Marriage and Family Certificate Program and what 
you expect to gain from it.  How do you expect to use the knowledge and skills from the program. 

 

 

 

Attach two letters of reference from peer or professional colleagues who have known you and support 
you taking this program. 

Please submit this application and a $50 check made payable to Antiochian House of Studies by: 
January 31, 2013 to: 

Amy Stiffler, Director of Event Services & Inside Sales 
Antiochian Village Conference and Retreat Center 
140 Church Camp Trail  

Antiochian House of Studies

Pastoral Marriage & Family Counseling  
Certificate Program

To receive additional information and 
registration materials please contact  

Amy Stiffler, Registar
Tel: 724-238-3677
Fax: 724-238-2102

events@antiochianvillage.org

Antiochian Village Conference & Retreat Center
6 miles N. of Ligonier

140 Church Camp Trail
Bolivar, PA 15923

Note: Coursework may not be transferable to other graduate 
programs as this is not an accredited program, but is a certificate of 

training program sponsored by the Antiochian House of Studies.



- Keynote Speaker: Bishop ANTHONY (Michaels), of Indiana 

- Teen Soyo Activities 

- Trip to visit the incorrupt relics of St. John of Shanghai in San Francisco 

- And much more … 

 

Orthodox Church of the Redeemer, 

Los Altos Hills, California,
 

                          cordially invites you to the beautiful Bay area  

for the  

60th Annual Parish Life Conference of the Diocese 

of Los Angeles and the West             

July 4–July 8, 2012 

Santa Clara Marriott Hotel 

Santa Clara, CA 

     For more Information and to register, go to 

http://plc2012.org 

 

Hotel Information 

Santa Clara Marriott Hotel 

2700 Mission College Blvd, Santa Clara, CA 95054 
Phone: (408) 988-1500 
Group code:  PLC or Parish Life Conference  
*Conference Special Rate is $109 per night 
Please reserve your hotel rooms early, as there are 
limited rooms available.

Questions? Call (650) 941-1570, or email us at 

plc2012@orthodoxredeemer.org 
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www.VirginMaryOC.org  VirginMary@VirginMaryOC.org  (708)239-0004www.VirginMaryOC.org  VirginMary@VirginMaryOC.org  (708)239-0004www.VirginMaryOC.org  VirginMary@VirginMaryOC.org  (708)239-0004www.VirginMaryOC.org  VirginMary@VirginMaryOC.org  (708)239-0004
Palos Heights, IL (formerly of Alsip, IL)
Hosted by Church of the Virgin Mary Antiochian ChurchHosted by Church of the Virgin Mary Antiochian Church

See www.2012MidwestPLC.org for event information!

800-222-8733
OR

DoubleTreeOakBrook.com

PLC Room Rate Code: CVM

*PLC Room Rate Ends June 6

Special $99 (plus taxes)
for 2 Doubles or 1 King
Special $99 (plus taxes)
for 2 Doubles or 1 King
Special $99 (plus taxes)
for 2 Doubles or 1 King

1909 Spring Road
Oak Brook, IL 60523

DoubleTree by HiltonDoubleTree by Hilton
Save the Date!  Reserve Your Room NOW!Save the Date!  Reserve Your Room NOW!

June 27th - July 1st, 2012June 27th - July 1st, 2012
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of  North America

Diocese of  Toledo & the MidwestDiocese of  Toledo & the Midwest

2012 Midwest Parish Life Conference2012 Midwest Parish Life Conference

The Westin Galleria Houston Room Rate: $129 per night* 

Endless shopping, dining, and entertainment just steps away at the 
Galleria Shopping Center! 

*Special rate available until May 6, 2012. Please use discount code: DWF02 

2012 Parish Life Conference 
June 6-9, 2012 

Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America 

 

5060 West Alabama 

Houston, TX 77056  

(713) 960-8100 

Register Online: www.PLC2012.info 

Early Bird Price until May 1, 2012 

Houston Children’s Museum 

Teen Ice Skating at Galleria  

“Festival of Lights” Hafli 

Post conference celebration 

St. Joseph Orthodox Church  
10644 Hammerly Blvd., Houston, TX 77043 
Phone: (713) 973-7001 
Website: www.saintjosephorthodox.org        
Email: plc@saintjosephorthodox.org 

Sp
ec

ia
l 

Ev
en

ts
: 

The 74th Annual Diocese of Worcester & New England

June 21 - 24, 2012

The Cliff House, Ogunquit, Maine
Hosted by Saint George Church of Norwood

Parish Life
Conference

IT’S IT’S A NEW ENGLAND FA NEW ENGLAND FAMILAMILY REUNIONY REUNION
Join Bishop JOHN 

and your friends for a weekend to remember!

Book your rooms today at this amazing resort right on the Atlantic.
$149 per night; phone the hotel, 207-361-1000 or go on-line to:
www.CliffHouseMaine.com/attendees User name - PARISH / Password - pa986B

norwoodplc2012@gmail.com • www.http://stgeorgenorwood.org/PLC2012

Fun,	  Fellowship,	  &	  Worship	  	  	  
Grand	  Banquet	  and	  Hafli	  

Mazza	  and	  Music	  

Stage	  and	  Screen	  Talent	  Show*	  

Bible	  Bowl	  

<ratorical	  Presenta>ons	  

Workshops/Enliven	  to	  Christ	  

Children’s	  Workshops	  

Teen	  Dance	  

Teen	  Humanitarian	  Project	  

20/40	  Events	  

<rder	  of	  StN	  Ogna>us	  Luncheon	  

Qn>ochian	  Women’s	  Luncheon	  

Hierarchical	  Divine	  Liturgy	  
	  

	  
61st	  Annual	  Parish	  Life	  Conference	  

Dioceses	  of	  
Charleston	  &	  New	  York	  

	  
Celebrate	  Orthodoxy	  

This	  Independence	  Day	  Weekend	  
	  

July	  4-‐8,	  2012	  
HyaX	  Regency,	  New	  Brunswick,	  NJ	  

	  
1reat	  4oca6on	  

	  	  
The	  beau>ful	  HyaX	  Regency	  is	  in	  historic	  and	  
vibrant	  downtown	  New	  Brunswick,	  walking	  
distance	  to	  many	  area	  restaurants	  and	  
aXrac>onsN	  	  
	  	  
Ot’s	  just	  a	  short	  ride	  to	  ManhaXan	  or	  the	  Jersey	  
Shore,	  so	  why	  not	  extend	  your	  stay	  and	  take	  in	  a	  
Broadway	  show	  or	  a	  day	  at	  the	  beach!	  
	  
Call	  the	  hotel	  at	  1-‐888-‐421-‐1442	  and	  tell	  them	  
you	  are	  with	  the	  Parish	  Life	  Conference	  or	  
register	  online	  at	  
hXps://reswebNpasskeyNcom/go/ParishLife	  
	  	  
Discounted	  PLC	  Room	  Rates:	  	  
$115	  for	  a	  single	  
$129	  for	  2-‐4	  people	  
Reserve	  by	  June	  13	  deadline	  to	  secure	  
discounted	  rate!	  	  

Like	  us	  on	  Facebook:	  
Parish	  Life	  Conference	  Eastern	  Diocese	  

For	  more	  informaLon	  visit	  our	  website:	  
hMp:NNEasternDiocesePLC.weebly.com	  	  

*We	  welcome	  your	  special	  talents.	  
;lease	  see	  we<site	  =or	  au>i6on	  in=orma6on.	  	  

For more information please contact
P A U L  J A B A R A  A T  J A B A R A S M I @ G M A I L . C O M  O R  5 1 4 - 7 3 8 - 8 4 0 1

Antiochian Village • 140 Church Camp Trail • Bolivar, PA 15923

Sacred 
music institute

Sacred 2 7 t h  a n n u a l

Wednesday, July 25th to Sunday, July 29th, 2012

“Christ is Born!
Glorify Him!”

Young Conductor’s 
Apprentice Program

Youth Music Ministry

Byzantine Chant

Youth, Adult and 
Byzantine Choirs

Music Theory

Conducting

Vocal Techniques

“Name That Tone!”

Talent Show

 

Hotel Location 

 On Ft. Lauderdale  Beach 
4060 Galt Ocean Drive 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33308  

www.OceanSkyResort.com 

 

 

2012 PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE 

June 13-17, 2012 
Antiochian Diocese of Miami & the Southeast 

 
 
 

Room Rate: Only $89 per night* 
ALL ROOMS OCEAN VIEW—Queen-Double or King 

For Hotel Reservations Call 1-800-678-9022  
*Please be sure to mention St. Philip Antiochian Orthodox Church PLC 2012 

Group when making your reservation in order to receive this special rate. 

Please Contact your Hosts for Questions: 

St. Philip Antiochian Orthodox Church 
4870 Griffin Road, Davie, FL 33312      Phone: (954) 584-4030 

Web Site:  www.SaintPhilipFlorida.com        E-mail:  office@SaintPhilipFlorida.com 

♦ Teen SOYO 

♦ Fellowship of 

    St. John the Divine 

♦ Antiochian Women 

♦ The Order of St. Ignatius 

  REGISTER FOR THE CONFERENCE AT 
www.SaintPhilipFlorida.com 
starting January 1, 2012 

 

Please Contact your Hosts for Questions:
St. Philip Antiochian Orthodox Church

4870 Griffin Road, Davie, FL 33312     Phone: (954) 584-4030
For registration, click on the Archdiocese website.

E-mail: office@SaintPhilipFlorida.com



THE WORD
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PO Box 5238
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For more information or to learn more, call  
201-871-1355, or e-mail  theorder@antiochian.org, or return this 
slip to The Order • 358 Mountain Road• Englewood, NJ  07631
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Yes, I want more information 
about The Order.

Name: 

Address: 

 

Phone: 

E-mail: 

Without support from The Order,  
many of our mission priests would not have this experience.

Pastors of Missions can attend 
Parish Life Conferences thanks to support from  

The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch.”
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