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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy:

Metropolitan PHILIP 
MAY HIS MEMORY BE ETERNAL! 

So many memories flood my mind as I reflect on the passing of Metropolitan

PHILIP.  He was a great visionary for North America and the Orthodox faith. This

surely included the St. Athanasius Academy of Orthodox Theology, for it would

be impossible to overstate his support, from day one, of our being Orthodox.

As with all such visionary, he recognized the potential of this Academy and was

supportive in every way. He acknowledging our achievements, supported it

financially, while blessing us with his constant encouragement.  

Some may not fully understand the integral role St. Athanasius Academy played in the

"Evangelical Orthodox" becoming, canonically,  Orthodox.  It was here much of the research and

preparation took place; where much of the teaching and learning occurred. He fully

comprehended this.  And though the role of the Academy changed greatly after becoming

Orthodox, as it should have, his belief in us never altered in the years that followed. 

He was totally supportive of the online study classes offered through the Academy and loved

the Prisoner Education Project, being ever-protective of each prisoner as worthy.  

Perhaps most of all was his strong support of the Orthodox Study Bible project. Without the

Academy, there would be no OSB, but without the blessing support of Metropolitan PHILIP,

there would be no OSB.  It's that simple.  It was not only his giving the Academy his approval

and permission to pursue this task, it was his offering this with overwhelming enthusiasm.   And

not only did he help raise the considerable funds necessary to complete production of the OSB,

he personally contributed to the project out of his own pocket.

But above all else, for us at the Academy and each person doing the work on the project, his

faith in us was unceasing.  He believed we could do it and do it well.  This still boggles my mind.

Here was a project demanding rigorous scholarship, coupled with the ability to communicate

with a wide diversity of people.  Yet he remained ever confident we could do it.  What a risk.

Truly, such daring, shall remain an amazing aspect of our memory of Metropolitan PHILIP. 

As a result of his faith, one significant part of his remarkable and lengthy legacy –  to the whole

Christianity – is the OSB.   This will remain a benefit to not just Orthodox Christians, but Christians

of every variety for many, many generations to come.  Thank you, Metropolitan PHILIP. 

MAY HIS MEMORY BE ETERNAL.

Ever grateful in the grace of Christ, Jesus

Fr. Jon E. Braun
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