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 A SISTERHOOD SERVING CHRIST THROUGH SERVING OTHERS

 NORTH AMERICAN BOARD 

THE MOST REVEREND

METROPOLITAN JOSEPH
358 MOUNTAIN ROAD

ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07631

January 23, 2018

Dear Esteemed Hierarchs, Reverend Clergy, and Sisters in Christ,

Christ is in our midst!

I am writing to update you on the Antiochian Women’s Common “Act of Mercy” for 2018.
Since last year’s Act of Mercy was such a great success, we will continue our partnership with
FOCUS once again. As a reminder, our Act of Mercy is entitled, “FOCUS ON LOVE, Feeding
Hungry Children,” which provides food for undernourished children in the United States.
FOCUS has created a link as well as additional information to help with its efforts. The direct
link for the Antiochian Women on the FOCUS website can be found via:
www.focusnorthamerica.org/antiochianwomen. There, you will find an informational video
about where our efforts are going and the children we are helping.

I have also attached a pamphlet on how FOCUS serves impoverished children; a small, printable
postcard about the Act of Mercy; and, lastly, a page with instructions on how to make a donation.
Donations may be made online at the link provided above or via a check mailed directly to
FOCUS. Local chapters are also encouraged to hold a fundraiser to promote our Act of Mercy. I
would also ask each Diocesan Humanitarian Coordinator to compile a report of the contributions
from each church in her respective Diocese, and forward it to me no later than June 30 so that we
may present the final figures at our NAB Summer Meeting.

I would respectfully ask that you distribute this information to all of your local chapters as soon
as possible.

Additionally, I encourage all chapters to continue with humanitarian acts, such as sending cards
and/or visiting shut-ins and the sick; visiting nursing homes and those individuals that may have
no one else; participating in a local charity event such as Habitat for Humanity; and any other
local Acts of Mercy. I would love to hear about the good deeds that are taking place across the
Archdiocese – feel free to email me with updates which I will include in future reports.

I look forward to another successful year with our Act of Mercy. Please let me know if you have
any other suggestions, comments, or questions.

Your Sister in Christ,
Lauren Ferris, NAB Humanitarian Coordinator
l.ferris1@yahoo.com
915-252-7906


