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editor’s letter

Do You Know
Who You Mentor?

The Antiochian Hose of Studies just concluded
three weeks of classes for seminarians, St. Stephen’s students and Doctor of Ministry students.
Over the last thirty years, as I have met with folks
at the House of Studies, I have asked them about
their vocations and what in life brings them to
study theology. What all of these men and women have in common is that people in their lives
inspired them to seek and know God; mentored
them, and were examples for them. When asked
to reflect on their church service now, and what
and who brought them to where they are now,
these students have talked about pastors, parents, siblings, aunts, uncles, God-parents, church
school teachers, teachers, bosses and friendly
people in the pews of their churches. Perhaps we
never know who is watching us and what they are
seeing. We never know the depths of their pains
and needs. Most important to me, we don’t always know when God is using our mouths and
our hands to call the people around us to Himself.
Surely, we would be wise always to be mindful and
diligent, watching that we act the way the Lord
wants us to act. After all, we are made in His image, called by His name, “Christian,” and we are
sent to share the good news of His love, His resurrection, and His redemption.
Few mentors who have sent young men and
women into Christ’s service are even aware of
their influence. They served and shared without
a thought of the impact of their service. Some
were not even consciously thinking about God.
Most were simply living and sharing the life in
Christ that others taught them. We would do well
not only to be aware of the need to share, and

its impact, but to be deliberate about being a
good example.
Today, our youth are growing up in a world
that is increasingly hostile to Christianity. Not
since the tolerance of Christianity begun by the
Roman Emperor Constantine in the fourth century has society been so critical and incredulous
toward Christianity and Christians. People challenge Christians to show how they can believe
such “myths” and “stories.” Christianity is called
a faith for those who don’t think. In addition, the
youth themselves are sensitive to hypocrisy and
seek authentic religious experiences and witness.
We need to do all we can to provide them with an
environment that displays Christian virtues and
shares the life and love that God Himself gives
and shares as we gather in His name. Our churches cannot afford to be social or ethnic clubs. We
need to display Christ’s presence in our midst.
I congratulate Metropolitan PHILIP, Fr. Joseph
Allen and all of the faculty and staff of the Antiochian House of Studies for thirty years of programs
and support. I also congratulate all of the mentors, parents, teachers and friends who inspired
the students of the House of Studies through their
love and witness. In the coming days and years,
the need to provide such mentoring will increase,
not just for Christian leaders, but for Christians
in general.
Let God be your guide, keep up your prayer
life, keep up with your study of the scriptures and
faith, and keep sharing, loving and living in true
Orthodox ways.
Archimandrite John Abdalah
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Al-Kafaat

Right: The founder of
Al-Kafaat, Mr. Nadim
Shwayri, presenting
Metropolitan PHILIP
with a lithograph of
the Virgin Mary.

Above: Raief Nadim
Shwayri explaining
the architectural plans
of the new building.
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In 1983, Nadim Shwayri had to make the toughest decision of his life. War was at its peak in Lebanon, Beirut was divided in two, and the Village
Center of the Al-Kafaat Foundation was caught in
between.
Located on the edge of the southern suburb of
Beirut, where Christians and Muslims closely interact, the Village Center welcomes children with
disabilities from all religious backgrounds, following the policy of Al-Kafaat, the organization Nadim
founded in 1957.
In 1983, however, the madness of war had prevailed. Militia from both sides of Beirut took to the
streets, and the three-mile strip of road on which
the Village Center was located became known as
The Al-Kafaat Cross Point, marking the division
between East and West Beirut. Keeping the children and staff in the center meant putting their
lives at risk. Devastated as he witnessed the slow
destruction of his work, Nadim decided to close
the Village Center and move the children to a safer
location: another center of the Foundation located
on the other side of that three-mile strip.
The Village was pillaged, looted and destroyed.
It was repeatedly occupied by the various factions,
which took turns controlling the three-mile strip.
The news broke Nadim’s heart. Yet it did not drive
him to despair. Quite the contrary: it strengthened
his Christian conviction and his will to pursue his
mission.
So in 1991, when war ended and militias were
dismantled, Nadim walked back to that three-mile
strip he had left eight years before, picked up the
pieces and started all over again. Indeed, it is in
the challenge of bringing light and relief to darker
and weaker souls that our Christian identity resides. It is in alleviating the most devastating miseries, and in standing up against all challenges that
our Christian beliefs take root. It is in serving a
person, any person, regardless of his political or
religious affiliation, that we live out our convictions as Christians. The Village, though destroyed
and robbed of its original identity, stood in one of
the poorest neighborhoods of Beirut that needed
the most help. Abandoning it would have meant to
Nadim turning his back on an active Christianity
he firmly believed in; it would have meant turning

his back on what Al-Kafaat represents.
Today the Village welcomes 250 adults with
mental and physical challenges. Located still in
one of the most challenging neighborhoods, where
public services are scarce, it not only delivers special services to its direct beneficiaries, but it contributes to the development of a community where
what matters most is helping the least privileged
and the most in need.
Al-Kafaat has for that matter developed the Village, expanding its Campus to welcome 650 children and adults with challenges by the year 2012.
The developed Campus will include a school for
children with mental challenges and autism, along
with specialized sheltered employment workshops
for adults, and housing units for the older population. The project welcomes people with disabilities
from cradle to grave.
This unique Village is a private initiative of AlKafaat. The Lebanese government does not have
the means to establish public rehabilitation projects, and thus subsidizes only the daily rehabilitation services of private organizations such as AlKafaat. So Al-Kafaat developed the Village project
over an area of 11,000 square meters with a consortium of European partners. The Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America is
taking an active role by adopting the construction
of The School for Children with Mental Challenges
on-site.

On August 13, 2010, Metropolitan PHILIP and
members of the Board of the Antiochian Orthodox
Archdiocese of North America visited the Village
construction site and blessed it in a special and
symbolic dedication ceremony. The ceremony
was attended by Metropolitan GEORGE (Khodr),
Bishop of Mount-Lebanon, Metropolitan PAUL
(Saliba), Bishop of Australia, New Zealand and the
Philippines, Metropolitan DAMASKINOS, Bishop
of Brazil, and Metropolitan ANTOINE (Chedrawi),
Bishop of Mexico.
There in the heart of a region that witnessed
the dark atrocities of war, Metropolitan PHILIP
blessed the grounds of the Village armed with only
an olive tree branch dipped in Holy Water in one
hand and the Holy Scriptures in the other.
Members of the Board of Al-Kafaat, guests and
staff members made a close circle around Metropolitan PHILIP, witnessing a unique and symbolic
moment for Al-Kafaat. Twenty-seven years before,
Al-Kafaat had to abandon these grounds because
of the madness of war, but today the mission is
back, and the Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America blessed the grounds
of this project that will be called the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
School for Children with Mental Challenges.
After the dedication ceremony, Metropolitan
PHILIP and the accompanying Bishops and guests
listened closely to a detailed description of the
project. This was followed by a visit to the University Campus of the Foundation, located on the
hills of Mount Lebanon. On arriving, Metropolitan
PHILIP made a stop at St. Mary’s Church of AlKafaat, where he prayed with the family and close
friends of the Foundation.
A banquet lunch then took place at the Restaurant-School of the University, attended by officials
and guests. Among these were former speaker of
the Lebanese Parliament, Mr. Hussain Al Husseini,
former deputy speaker of the Parliament, Mr. Elie
Ferzli, Ministers Mona Choueiri, Bechara Merhej,
Michel Maalouli, and Deputies Dasccache and
Moukheiber.
During the luncheon, Nadim Shwayri presented
Metropolitan PHILIP with a lithograph of the Virgin Mary. Symbolically, Al Kafaat was founded on
the day of the Dormition of the Theotokos.
Metropolitan PHILIP then addressed the audience and spoke about the Christian work of Al-Ka-

faat. “True Christianity does
not live in ivory towers. You
rather find it when you heal
the injuries of the wounded,
and soothe the pain of the
orphans and the deprived,
and when you reach out to
the homeless and tortured
souls. And if our Church
does not accomplish this
in the name of Christ, then
it is truly a cold and hard
one, where Life and Mercy
have no place.” He emphasized the fact that Al-Kafaat
was established in the most
challenging neighborhoods,
carrying out the mission of
Christ as described in the
words of St. John Chrysostom: “Feeding the hungry is
a greater work than raising the dead.” He referred
to the story of the Good Samaritan, and said, “love
your neighbor with all your heart, and your neighbor is any man created on the image of God. Such
is what the Holy Scriptures teach us, and what is
written in the Holy Quran, and such is what the
work of Al-Kafaat is all about, as it helps people
from all creeds, without any differentiation.”
A special cake was then cut in celebration of
the event and on the occasion of the 44th Anniversary of Metropolitan PHILIP, as head of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North
America.
The Village project is still under construction.
It will be a unique compound in Lebanon and the
Middle-East, providing special rehabilitation services to the most destitute, regardless of their
identity and their beliefs, in a country that sadly
still lacks public rehabilitation services. When
completed, the Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America School for Children
with Mental Challenges will stand as a beacon of
Love and Mercy in a neighborhood of needs, all in
the name of God.

Above: Metropolitan
PHILIP addressing the
dinner of Al-Kafaat
given in his honor.

Below: Following the
blessing by Metropolitan PHILIP of
the site of the new
building, dedicated
to the Archdiocese
– From right to left:
Some members of the
Board of Trustees of
Al-Kafaat; Archdeacon Emile Sayegh;
Metropolitan ANTONIO (Chedraoui)
of Mexico & Central
America; Metropolitan
GEORGES (Khodr)
of Mount Lebanon;
Metropolitan PHILIP;
Mr. Nadim Shwayri,
Founder of AlKafaat; Metropolitan
DAMASKINOS of Sao
Paulo, Brazil; V. Rev.
Michel Najim, Dean of
St. Nicholas Cathedral of Los Angeles;
Khouryia Eva Najim;
Mrs. Lily Shwayri;
Ms. Myrian Shwayri.
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soyo retreat

Purity, Virginity and Chastity
One SOYO Retreat Works Through the Sourcebook

Below left:
Saint George
Montreal SOYO
Below: Jon,
Paul, Christine
and Stephanie
place their hands
on the Gospel
while Father
Michael explains
its significance.
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“Wow, Saint Timothy is my
new hero!” one teen exclaimed
during a SOYO retreat held at
St. George Church in Montreal last month. The teens had
just wrapped up a discussion
about St. Timothy and the
good Christian life style that
he had led in Corinth. In reading St. Paul’s letter to Timothy we learned that Corinth
was a very popular Greek
city, one with a profitable
trade center and a bad reputation for its sexual depravity.
It was no surprise, then, that
it took only a few seconds
for the teens to realize that
this ancient city they were
discussing was very similar
to their own. Montreal is a beautiful city, but not
the easiest place for a teenager to live a Christian
life; we have our fair share of temptations, that’s
for sure. This is one of the reasons why I am so

pleased to have been hired as St.
George’s full-time Youth Director,
under the direction of our pastor
Economos Antony Gabriel.
God has truly blessed me with
the opportunity to challenge the
ways of society and to inspire the
teens actively to live out the truth
and faith in love. That’s why, when
NAC SOYO came out with their
new project entitled PVC: Purity,
Virginity, and Chastity, we were all
very excited and a little relieved.
As the PVC pack happened to
come out during January’s education month, we decided to get
straight to work! Every January,
the St. George SOYO puts on a
30-Hour Fast where they remain
in the church hall and are allowed
to drink only juice or water, while they pray, play
and learn together. For this year’s educational
theme we chose to use the PVC pack and discuss
nothing else but Purity, Virginity and Chastity

for 30 hours!
The day had an early start as we met our Assistant pastor Father Michael Shaheen at 9 a.m.
for Matins and began our fast. After prayer, I
gave out PVC packs to all of the teens and we
all sat and flipped through it one page at a time.
The material in the PVC pack was incredible and
covered all of our questions from sexuality and
marriage to abortion and repentance. It is a great
source book on what the Orthodox Church has to
say about purity, virginity and chastity. After we
sat with Abouna and asked him all of our questions, we read what the NAC teens had to say to
their fellow teens about the PVC pack and then
truly felt inspired to work through the material.
We used the article on repentance to help explain
a powerful activity called “the pure t-shirt.” We
had Pierre, one of our fellowship leaders, wear
a spotless white shirt that represented his pure
soul. We all then took turns painting his shirt with
paint, which was symbolic of our sins. In the end
we all felt ashamed for destroying what was once
pure; however, Pierre reassured us that through
the sacrament of confession his shirt could be
washed and become pure once again.
For our next activity we used the article about
marriage and had Father Michael walk a few of
the teens through a “pretend marriage.” We all
watched with joy, as we were able to truly understand the beauty behind the sacrament of mar-

riage. We then had a lot of fun using the two case
studies that the PVC pack includes. They led to
some great discussions about how to remain morally pure in a morally corrupt world. In fact, the
case study on abortion then inspired us to go outside on the front steps of our church to hold a silent protest for the all of the victims of abortion.
For the remainder of the retreat we had our
newly ordained Father Jean El-Murr sit with us
as we discussed the different ways to say No to
temptation and to lead a pure and chaste life. We
flipped through the Bible and picked out some
stories of holy men and women who led an exemplary life in this domain. We read and discussed
the lives of St. Timothy, Joseph, King David and
St. Mary of Egypt, all of whom gave us a different
lesson and role model to follow.
Father Jean really appreciated the PVC pack.
He said, “The PVC material was great. It came to
the right people at the right time because of all of
the peer pressure that our teens are facing here in
Montreal; it surrounds them everywhere they go.”
One of our teens, Anita Sadori (age 20), couldn’t
agree more. She said: “I always knew I should remain a virgin until marriage, but throughout all the
activities and the lessons we did I now feel even
stronger about my decision; it really helped me.”
The PVC material really clarified many issues
for our teens. Also, thanks to our assistant pastor Father Michael the teens were able to ask all

Above left:
Father Michael
Shaheen walking a
few teens around the
Analogion table.

Above: Pierre
Cassis; wearing the
“Pure T-Shirt” that
was covered with
our painted sins.
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of their questions and were relieved to get some
clear and direct answers. Father Michael really
appreciated the material; he said: “I think that
this program is straight and to the point. We
can no longer as churches, teachers and advisors ‘dance around’ these issues, but rather we
must address them and teach our young people
what God teaches us. I also feel that in order to
be most effective, retreats like this need to be
held throughout the year to encourage and direct
our young adults on the proper path. This cannot
be done in one day; rather, it’s a process that we
must be committed to carry out.”
Father Michael is absolutely right: for teenagers this is a constant battle that they have to face.
One of our very active teens, Jonathan Sourial
(age 15), said that the info in the PVC pack made
him want to remain a virgin until marriage. In
fact, it made him feel really proud to have still
kept his virginity. And on top of all that, he said
that it fuelled him to start praying for those of his
friends who weren’t!
We could not have asked for a more successful day. The PVC pack was a wonderful resource
that left me and the other leaders feeling comfortable, no matter what was being discussed. I
strongly encourage all those who work with youth
to take a look at it; it will definitely be beneficial
for teens of all ages across this Archdiocese. It is
one of those sourcebooks that teens will always
keep handy, for whenever a question arises. So,
thanks NAC SOYO, for encouraging us to put PVC
in action, thus making the days of our lives here
in modern-day Corinth much more bearable!
Samantha Michael
Youth Director, Saint George Orthodox Church, Montreal, Canada
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2 TIMOTHY 4:9-22; LUKE 20:1-8 (FAST)
TITUS 1:5-2:1; LUKE 20:9-18 (FAST)
TITUS 1:15-2:10; LUKE 20:19-26 (FAST)
GALATIANS 3:23-29; MARK 5:24-34 (FAST)
GALATIANS 5:22-25, 6:1-2; LUKE 13:10-17 (FAST)
HEBREWS 13:17-21; LUKE 6:17-23 (FAST)
HEBREWS 4:1-13; LUKE 21:12-19 (FAST)
HEBREWS 5:11-6:8; LUKE 21:5-7, 10-11, 20-24 (FAST)
GALATIANS 4:22-31; LUKE 8:16-21 (FAST)
HEBREWS 7:18-25; LUKE 21:37-22:8 (FAST)
EPHESIANS 2:11-13; LUKE 13:18-29 (FAST)
COLOSSIANS 3:4-11; LUKE 14:16-24 (FAST)
HEBRES 8:7-13; MARK 8:11-21 (FAST)
HEBREWS 9:8-10, 15-23; MARK 8:22-26 (FAST)
HEBREWS 10:1-18; MARK 8:30-34 (FAST)
HEBREWS 10:35-11:7; MARK 9:10-16 (FAST)
HEBREWS 11:8, 11-15; MARK 9:33-41 (FAST)
GALATIANS 3:8-12; LUKE 13:18-29 (FAST)
HEBREWS 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40; MATTHEW 1:1-25
(FAST)
HEBREWS 11:17-23, 27-31; MARK 9:42-10:1 (FAST)
HEBREWS 12:25-26, 13:22-25; MARK 10:2-12 (FAST)
JAMES 1:1-18; MARK 10:11-16 (FAST)
JAMES 1:19-27; MARK 10:17-27 (FAST)
HEBREWS 1:1-12; LUKE 2:1-20 (FAST)
GALATIANS 4:4-7; MATTHEW 2:1-12
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
GALATIANS 1:11-19; MATTHEW 2:13-23
ACTS 6:8-15, 7:1-5, 47-60; MATTHEW 21:33-42
JAMES 3:1-10; MARK 11:11-23
JAMES 3:11-4:6; MARK 11:23-26
JAMES 4:7-5:9; MARK 11:27-33
1 PETER 1:1-2, 10-12, 2:6-10; MARK 11:27-33
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Antiochian
House
of Studies
Seminarians who are part of the Antiochian House
of Studies start each school year at the Antiochian
Village with a four-day session, tailored to their
needs. Metropolitan PHILIP wants the seminarians
to know and support each other, to learn the policies and practices of the Antiochian Archdiocese, to
understand our Antiochian vision, and to receive additional training in pastoral care that will supplement
what the three Orthodox seminaries are offering. We
call together our Antiochian students who attend St.
Vladimir’s Seminary in New York, Holy Cross Seminary in Boston and St. Tikhon’s Seminary in Eastern
Pennsylvania.
Bishop THOMAS addressed pastoral needs candidly
and with much wit at the most recent gathering. He
also answered questions about Antiochian liturgical
practices. Fr. John Abdalah and Fr. Fred Pfeil spoke
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about leadership from the perspective of the leader’s spiritual
life and role in the Orthodox community. They also spoke about
hearing confessions and negotiating through parish conflict. The
topics, chosen by the seminarians, include priestly formation,
mission, and pastoral counseling. Mother Alexandra supplied
both a monastic and female witness to topics and her presence
enriched the session.
Frs. Abdalah and Pfeil were quite impressed with the dedication and enthusiasm of the seminarians. The seminarians were
very open to all of the materials presented and were willing to be
challenged as they worked through case studies. We have been
consistently blessed with vocations that are both talented and
sincere. The students took charge of all the liturgical services.
All of the men who were ordained served with Bishop THOMAS
for the concluding liturgy.
Metropolitan PHILIP has much to be pleased with in these
young men, and the future of the Church looks very bright in
their able hands. Gratitude is due Metropolitan PHILIP, Bishop
THOMAS, the House of Studies staff, and the Antiochian Village
staff. The House of Studies staff asks God to bless these young
men as they complete their studies and serve His holy Church.
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Joint Clergy
Retreat for Two
Dioceses
The priests of the Diocese of Charleston,
Oakland, and the mid-Atlantic and of the Diocese of New York and Washington gathered
together for their annual clergy retreat at the
Antiochian Village from September 19 to 24.
The special guest speaker was Bishop MICHAEL, Bishop of New York and New Jersey
of the Orthodox Church in America. On the
topic of evangelism in America, he spoke of
three fronts: evangelism to ourselves and our
community, evangelism to inactive members,
and evangelism to the un-churched. Bishop
MICHAEL’s lectures gave the priests great
guidance on ways to minister on all three
fronts, with a view toward building a healthy
and vital parish community.
In addition to the excellent presentations
by Bishop MICHAEL, Fr. John Nosal and Fr.
Joseph Butts led a discussion of the short
story, “The Death of Ivan Illych,” by Leo
Tolstoy. The priests gathered for a service of
supplication to Saint Raphael at his grave site.
They also had a question-and-answer session
with both bishops, and discussed a movie.
The retreat culminated with the celebration of
the Divine Liturgy on Friday morning.
The retreat was a great opportunity for
the clergy of the two dioceses to get together
and to fellowship. Bishop MICHAEL gave
the priests in attendance much to consider
with respect to the evangelism of America.
The priests also benefited from the words of
counsel and encouragement from His Grace,
Bishop THOMAS.
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Christmas Appeal

Children’s Relief Fund
Very Rev. George M. Rados
National Director
November 2010
In as much as you did it to one of the least of these my
brethren, you did it to me. (Matt.25:40)

Dearly Beloved in Christ,
As we anticipate celebrating God’s greatest gift to mankind in the Nativity of our blessed Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, we greet you once again, and pray that you continue to receive the gifts of His love
and His peace.
Christmas is that time of year when we are especially reminded to share our blessings with others in
the form of gifts. It becomes an increased blessing when the privilege of giving is extended to provide
partial education scholarships to needy children in Lebanon and Palestine.
Because of your generosity in past years through the “Christmas Appeal” of the Children’s Relief Fund,
we have been able to increase the number of sponsored children from 206 in 2003 to 333 in 2009.
Currently, CRF is sponsoring 343 children in Lebanon and 40 in Palestine.
The necessity to continue our work is now more challenging as more and more children are in need of
financial assistance (we have some 90 applications of children waiting to be sponsored).
For those of you who are already sponsoring a child, we offer you our most profound thanks and
gratitude, and we ask for your continued support. We encourage all the faithful in the Archdiocese to
support our cause.
New sponsors are encouraged to open a window of concern by sponsoring an individual needy child at a
minimum of $300 annually or making a donation to the general fund. Please detach the application and
mail it.
In anticipation of your kind and generous response, we thank you in advance for your support and pray
that this Holy Season be yours to enjoy in peace, health and happiness. As always, I remain –
Yours in Christ,

Father George Rados
10620 River Road, Potomac, MD 20854 • (301)765-9188 • Fax (301) 765-9591 • P.O. Box 60692, Potomac, MD 20859
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
www.thecrf.net
Email: childrensrelieffund@gmail.com
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CHILDREN’S RELIEF FUND

ENCLOSED
■ is my charitable gift of $________________ to sponsor a child ($300.00/year).
■ is a donation of $________________. We cannot sponsor a child at this time, but would like to contribute to
the general fund.
Please provide the following: (information remains private)
Donor(s) ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________
City_______________________________________State__________________________Zip________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________________________________________
I prefer to sponsor a:

Boy ________

Girl ________ No Preference ________

From Lebanon ________ From Palestine ________ No Preference ________
All contributions are tax-deductible. Please detach and return with your donation to
Children’s Relief Fund
c/o The Very Rev. George M. Rados
P. O. Box 60692
Potomac, MD 20859
Thank you for caring about children.
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I

t is obvious to anyone who studies the
history of Christian moral teaching that
the leadership of several American

Protestant groups has taken a very serious step by ordaining openly practicing

Gay and
Lesbian
Ordination:
An Eastern
Orthodox
View

gays and lesbians and blessing same-sex
relationships. For almost 2,000 years, all
Christians – Orthodox, Roman Catholic
or Protestant – have agreed on this
important issue. The gay rights movement, which began at the Stonewall
riots in 1969, has slowly spread from
the secular society to the religious
community. Using methods that grew
out of the Civil Rights Movement,
homosexuals and their supporters have
successfully transformed the moral issue
of gay and lesbian practices into one of
civil rights. As early as 1980, the United
Church of Christ, perhaps the most liberal of all American churches, approved
the ordination of openly practicing gays
and lesbians. More recently, the General
Convention of the Episcopal Church and
the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America voted
to eliminate the prohibition against the
ordination of openly practicing homosexuals. Gays and lesbians and their
supporters continue to struggle to gain
approval within the United Methodist
and Presbyterian Church (USA). Despite
the strong disapproval of the Vatican,
Roman Catholic homosexuals and
their supporters organized Dignity to
further their cause.
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The controversy over homosexuality and lesbianism has largely focused on questions involving the authority and interpretation of the moral
teachings contained in the Holy Scriptures and
followed by Christians since the apostolic era. Although there are some exceptions, such as John
Boswell, the vast majority of biblical scholars
agree that the Holy Scriptures consider gay and
lesbian sexual acts sinful.1 It is very serious to reject the authority of the Holy Scripture. It is also
rather arrogant for anyone, including a scholar
like Boswell, to claim that every other Christian
authority has been wrong and that they are the
first to really understand the teachings of the sacred texts. However, the recent decisions of the
General Convention of the Episcopal Church
and the Church-wide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America have other more
serious implications. Summarized briefly, the argument in favor of ordaining practicing gay and
lesbian clergy and blessing same sex-unions runs
something like this: “They are born that way and
cannot change; therefore Christ’s command to
love all persons requires the Church to accept and
bless their relationships.” This reasoning, however, has serious implications for soteriology, or the
doctrine of salvation. Indeed, the belief that Christ
saves us, but does not change us to become more
like God, compromises the meaning of salvation
and thus the entire Christian Faith.
It is somewhat ironic that some leaders of the
major branches of American Protestantism have
forgotten their own Western heritage when discussing the claim that homosexuality is normal
for some people because they are born inclined
towards attraction to their own sex. As Western
Christians, the Episcopal Church, like the Roman Catholic, Lutheran and Reformed traditions,
has built its understanding of salvation solidly
on a foundation of the Augustinian doctrine of
original sin. Briefly stated, the Western tradition
teaches that all are born guilty of inherited sin.
In his famous rebuke of Erasmus’ argument in favor of freedom of the will, “The Bondage of the
Will,” Martin Luther argued forcibly that original
sin has so corrupted pre-redeemed humans that
they have “no capacity to do anything but sin and
be dammed.”2 The Westminster Confession, the
standard summary of Presbyterian belief, states,

“From this original corruption, whereby we are
utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite
to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all actual transgressions.”3 Finally the Thirty
Nine Articles of Anglicanism considers all actions
before justification as having the “nature of sin.”4
Although Eastern Orthodoxy rejects the doctrines
of inherited guilt and total depravity, the Eastern Church recognizes that all are born tainted
by the consequences of ancestral sin, the chief
of which is mortality. This condition, that is, the
struggle against death, leads to personal sin. Despite a more optimistic view of pre-redeemed humanity, however, Orthodox still believe that those
not perfected by God’s grace are imperfect and
corrupted by sin. Furthermore, Eastern theology
considers a life lived contrary to the revealed will
of God unnatural. Thus, according to the beliefs
of the Orthodox Church, those who support the
acceptance of homosexual and lesbian behavior
on the assumption that those who are “born gay
or lesbian” cannot change, falsely believe that the
standard for natural human behavior is the actions of those who have not been transformed by
the grace of God.
If one takes the moral teachings of the Bible
seriously, however, one must conclude that a person who participates in homosexual or lesbian
acts is living a sinful and therefore unnatural life.
The American Psychiatric Association removed
homosexuality from its official list of mental disorders in 1973 [after lobbying and politicking by
pro-homosexual members – ed.], but what may
be considered “normal” by some scientists is not
necessarily moral. Because all have sinned, it is
obvious that one can be a sinner and still be what
the psychological community considers mentally
healthy. (See Romans 3:23.) Self-realization and
developing a good self-image may be a legitimate
goal of psychotherapy; the goal of the Christian
life, however, is not a psychological sense of wellbeing, but the higher standard of a life lived according to God’s moral law as revealed through
the Holy Scriptures.
Furthermore, Christians must reject the foundation of the entire movement for the unconditional acceptance of unrepentant gays and lesbians: the argument that it is un-loving to expect
a person involved in the gay or lesbian life style

Indeed, the belief
that Christ saves
us, but does not
change us to
become more like
God, compromises
the meaning of
salvation and thus
the entire Christian
Faith.
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If one accepts the
conclusions of
the pro-gay and
lesbian movement,
one must also
deny that anyone
who wishes to
follow Christ must
take up his or her
cross and strive for
true repentance
by turning away
from sin towards
righteousness. The
movement also
rejects the power
of the Holy Spirit
to change a sinner
into a saint.
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to cease such activity. The unconditional affirmation of any human behavior, despite the teachings
of the Holy Scriptures, is itself a rejection of the
first requirement for salvation. The Gospels tell us
that Our Lord began his ministry with the words,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
The Greek word translated “repent” more accurately means “turn a new way,” or “choose a new
path.” It is true that the bystanders commented
that Christ “has gone to be a guest of a man who
is a sinner” (Luke 19:7). As the texts makes clear,
however, Zacchaeus repented of his sin of cheating people, before Christ said, “Today salvation
has come to this house . . . .” Our Lord told the
crowd threatening to stone the adulterous woman, “He who is without sin among you, let him
throw a stone at her first” (John 8:7). Christ did
not accept the woman’s sin, but instead told her,
“Go, and sin no more.” It is clear from the New
Testament that those who wish to be saved must
be willing to repent and begin a new life in conformity with the will of God and the moral teachings
of the Holy Scriptures. Thus, the argument that
Christ accepts sinners in their sin and does not
require them to change their behavior, implied by
those who accept the arguments in favor of affirmation of homosexuality and lesbianism, greatly
compromises the biblical teaching concerning
what one must do to be saved.
Although our secular society has accepted
the idea that without complete sexual fulfillment
one’s life is incomplete, that is not the Christian
point of view. Instead, Christians accept the biblical teaching that the only proper use of God’s gift
of sexuality is in the union of a man and a woman
in Holy Matrimony. Those who participate in sexual intimacy outside of marriage fall into serious
sin, regardless of the nature of that activity. Gay
and lesbian sin is just as immoral as heterosexual
sin. A Christian must not seek sexual fulfillment as
the goal of his or her life, but instead must seek to
live according to the will of God. St. Peter wrote,
“Abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the
soul” (1 Peter 2:11). Indeed, asceticism or controlling the lusts of the flesh is an essential part of the
Christian life. Despite popular belief, one can live
a long and happy life without sexual gratification,
as can be seen in the lives of monks and nuns.
Finally, the argument that Christian gays and
lesbians cannot change seriously compromises

the doctrine of salvation and sanctification. Indeed
this is perhaps the greatest distortion of Christian
doctrine caused by the affirmation of gay and lesbian sex and same-sex unions. To be saved is to
experience the transforming grace of God. In the
words of St. Paul, “it is no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20). Elsewhere,
the Apostle to the Gentiles wrote, “Therefore if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Indeed, traditional Orthodox theology so emphasizes the change that takes place
in a person as they are redeemed, that it uses the
term “theosis” or deificaiton to describe salvation,
because those who are saved become by grace
what God is by nature. Thus, Orthodox Christians
cannot accept the teaching that one who is being saved remains in a sinful state and does not
grow in grace towards sanctification. Regardless
of why a person is tempted to commit sexual sins,
not only can they resist temptation, they can also
grow in holiness so that they resist temptation and
do good because God has made them good by His
grace.
Thus, the acceptance of homosexuality and
lesbianism by some American Protestants is much
more than the rejection of the teachings of the
Holy Scriptures on morality. If one accepts the
conclusions of the pro-gay and lesbian movement,
one must also deny that anyone who wishes to follow Christ must take up his or her cross and strive
for true repentance by turning away from sin towards righteousness. The movement also rejects
the power of the Holy Spirit to change a sinner
into a saint. Thus, instead of salvation as a work
of God’s grace, salvation is reduced to a quest for
a good image of oneself, and for mental health as
defined by the psychological community.
Archpriest John W. Morris, Ph.D., Pastor
St. George’s Antiochian Orthodox Church
Vicksburg, Mississippi

1. John Boswell, Christian, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press,
1980).
2. Martin Luther, “The Bondage of the Will,” in Timothy F.
Lull, ed., Martin Luther’s Basic Theological Writings
(Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1989), p. 203.
3. “The Westminster Confession,” in The Proposed Book of
Confessions of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States (Atlanta: Materials Distribution Service), p. 83.
4. “The Articles of Religion,” in The Book of Common
Prayer, (New York: The Church Hymnal Corporation,
1979), p. 871.

Vision for Life
on its Way
to Saving Lives

Vision for Life – Pittsburgh is bringing prolife media campaigns to the Pittsburgh area after Christmas 2010 until the middle of January.
Where this has been done before, it has saved
many moms and babies from abortion. In Dayton, Ohio, for example, a $42,000 campaign led
to 491 moms choosing life for their babies. The
Christian ministry Virtue Media (www.virtuemedia.org) produces the gentle, but powerful
ads and places them on television channels and
programs where the audience includes a large
number of 18 to 24-year-old women, and the
ads provide Web links and a phone number that
connect the callers to local Christian pregnancy
resource centers. When a woman facing an unwanted pregnancy sees her unborn child on the
ultrasound screen at pregnancy medical centers

(like those in the Women’s Choice Network, www.
mypregnancycenter.org), nine out of ten times
she chooses life!
Vision for Life’s fundraising campaign is well
on its way to its goal of $100,000 for the first lifesaving advertising campaign, having raised over
$40,000 in pledges and gifts, including a generous gift from His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP.
And now we can report that we have our 501(c)
(3) status from the IRS, permitting us to give taxdeductible receipts for your donation. Can you
bring us closer to our goal?
You can be a part of Vision for Life’s ministry
– your money can literally save a life!
Please send a check to Vision for Life, P.O. Box
893, Wexford, PA 15090-0893, or donate online,
at www.visionforlifepgh.org.

Pittsburgh

The Word 17

Old Testament Women at The Annunciation:
Gleanings from the Western Rite Lectionary

Not All by Herself
Orthodox believers of both
the Eastern and Western Rites
Icon by the hand of Cheryl Ann Pituch, courtesy of www.comeandseeicons.com

celebrate major feast days in
honor of the events in the life
of the Theotokos. St. Luke
records three of these important occurrences: the Annunciation, March 25 (1:26–38), the
Visitation, July 2 (1:39–56), and
the Presentation, February 2
(2:21–39). A common feature in
the three stories is that our Lady
is never alone; other people
share in the events of her life.
Mary deliberately goes to be with her cousin Elizabeth after Mary’s annunciation. Mary is not alone at the Temple when
she presents the infant Jesus, because the Gospel tells us that
at least her husband, Joseph, the priest, and Saints Simon and
Anna are there for the occasion. Mary’s annunciation itself, however, seems a little different. Yes, the archangel Gabriel comes
to her, but he leaves after delivering his message, and we do not
read that she has anyone else with her. Or, does she?
In fact, those who attend Orthodox Western Rite parishes
discover in the lectionary readings for the Feast of the Annunciation that five women from the Old Testament spiritually
join with the Blessed Virgin Mary.1 These women, in order of
their liturgical appearance, are Eve, Sarah, the Psalmist’s royal
Queen, the conceiving Virgin in Isaiah, and Hannah.
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Theotokos

Women at the Annunciation
We meet the first, Eve, the Woman, in the
Vesper service of Annunciation Eve.2 With the
Old Testament lectionary lesson from Genesis
3:1–15, this initial service of the
Annunciation takes us worshippers
as far back in time as possible, deep
into the painful deception of Eve in
the Garden of Eden. It then pulls
us forward a little by the spark of
hope struck in the poem of the protoevangelium concerning her male
offspring: “The LORD God said to
the serpent . . . ‘I will put enmity
between you and the woman, and
between your seed and her Seed;
He shall bruise your head, and you
shall bruise His heel’” (Gen. 3:15).
Presently, when the liturgy directs us to the New Testament lesson, Revelation 12, we find that the
Scriptures have hurled us far into
the future to meet the antitype of
Eve. She gives birth to a boy and
encounters a dragon who unsuccessfully seeks to destroy her and
devour her son. It is a scene of cosmic proportions – like Eden – and
the woman is like Eve, yet much
greater than she is, for she bears
the predicted offspring who will
“rule all nations with a rod of iron”
(Rev. 12:5). The text identifies the dragon as “that
serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who
deceives the whole world” (Rev. 12:9). The same
serpent who deceived Eve, now in spite of great
conflict, is defeated, and the woman, the son, and
“rest of her children” are victors. The Holy Orthodox Church identifies this woman, “clothed with
the sun, and the moon under her feet,” as Mary
herself (Rev. 12:1).
On the actual feast day, we meet the second
woman-type in the special Old Testament lesson
for the Morning Divine Office, Genesis 18:1–14.
Similar to the evening before, we find ourselves
several thousand years back, now at the annunciation of the barren matriarch Sarah, wife of
Abraham. We hear her laugh in incredulity and
the angelic visitor retort, “Is any thing too hard
Icon by the hand of Nick Papas, courtesy of www.comeandseeicons.com

For any major Feast day, all Orthodox liturgies,
whether Eastern or Western, deliberately place
specific Old Testament passages in close succession to particular New Testament texts to help
us see the interpretive links between them. In

Western Rite, the link is that all the Old Testament
texts are about women bearing sons who were vitally significant for salvation history as fulfilled in
the New Testament. These women and their sons
helped prepare the world for the advent of the
Theotokos, and her son, Jesus Christ. Within their
own life stories the women functioned as “types”
of Mary. A type is a prefigurative symbol which
points forward to, and is fulfilled by, the corresponding future reality (the antitype). All these
Old Testament women thus served as pointers to
the reality and life of the Mother of God.
The Western Rite liturgy illuminates the five
types of Mary: Eve, Sarah, the Psalmist’s royal
Queen, the conceiving Virgin in Isaiah, and Hannah in the Feast of the Annunciation.
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for the LORD?” He reinforces his promise, “At the
time appointed I will return unto thee … and Sarah shall have a son” (Gen. 18:12–14). Through
Sarah, Isaac, the long-promised son will be born
through whom God will bless all nations.
The New Testament lesson of John 1:1–18
reveals the antitype of Sarah’s son Isaac in the
person of the Word (logos). In this lectionary
reading, we are conveyed even further back before Eden, before time, to when the Logos of God
already was. We watch the Word make the world
and light up human life in just the time it takes
to read the verses (John 1:1–5). Having scarcely
absorbed these words, we meet another promised
son sent from God to announce the advent of the
Logos (John 1.6–7). John the Forerunner helps
us see, though we cannot plumb the mystery, the
only Begotten of the Father becoming human,
“full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).
The next service of the Feast is the Divine
Liturgy, in which we specifically center upon the
Gospel account of the Annunciation itself and celebrate the Eucharistic banquet. Perhaps, however,
before we can hear the Gospel, we must further
prepare our hearts to receive such a profound
message. Accordingly, the Liturgy introduces two
more Old Testament Marian types toward the beginning of the service.
First, we chant the Introit Proper of Psalm
45:13, 15–16 (LXX 44). In these scriptures, we
discover that we are singing at a royal wedding.
We affirm to the bride that the rich will come
and make their requests to her, and that ladiesin-waiting will escort her to the King. Who is
this bride? She is a royal consort to an Israelite
monarch, but beyond that, our liturgical texts do
not yet explain. Second, a short time later in the
service, we listen to the lectionary reading of Isaiah’s prophecy in 7:10–15, given to another royal
figure, that “a virgin will conceive and bear a son
named Emmanuel.”
From the first scriptures uttered at Annunciation Eve to the Epistle appointed for the Mass,
our biblical liturgical texts have been suspending
us in waiting, providing opportunity for us to anticipate the fulfillment of what they promise. At
last, when the priest or deacon chants the Gospel
Reading, the Liturgy fully discloses this fulfillment
in Luke 1:26–38.
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And the angel said unto her, Fear not,
Mary: for thou hast found favor with God.
And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy
womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt
call his name JESUS. He shall be great,
and shall be called the Son of the Highest:
and the Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father David. And he shall
reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and
of his kingdom there shall be no end (Luke
1:30–33).

The Two Hymns
Even after reaching this central point of the
feast, the story of the Annunciation does not yet
end. A last commemoration takes place during
that day’s Vespers and includes one more Old
Testament woman-type who has to do with Mary.
The Old Testament lectionary reading is of Hannah and her presentation of Samuel at the Tabernacle (1 Samuel 1:21–2:10; LXX 1 Kingdoms).
The New Testament reading is the sequel to St.
Luke’s Annunciation story, Mary’s visitation to
her cousin Elizabeth (Luke 1:39–55).
At first glance we may wonder why the lectionary has switched from the Annunciation to
the Visitation. That feast is not celebrated until
July! A deeper look, however, reveals that, just as
in all the other Old Testament readings for the
feast, these texts abound with typology. Hannah’s
story and Mary’s visitation to Elizabeth serve the
story of the Annunciation as a gold setting intensifies the beauty of a diamond. They unite two
similar hymns of praise, one sung by Hannah and
the other by the Theotokos herself, to surround
Mary’s annunciation with the exultation befitting
the occasion.
The texts tell of two barren women, the type
Hannah and her antitype, Elizabeth, miraculously
conceiving prophets Samuel and John the Forerunner, who prepared the way for King David and
King Jesus. These scriptures speak of the simple faith of both the type Hannah, who took the
priest, Eli, at his word, and of the antitype Mary,
to whom her cousin Elizabeth said, “Blessed is
she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of
those things which were told her from the Lord”

Conclusion
The interconnection of the Old and New Testaments is nearly seamless because of the rich
use Orthodox services make of typology. We
easily travel from the far reaches of pre-historic

Eden in Genesis to an apocalyptic war in heaven
in Revelation. The intent is that we will see the
New Testament Mary as the antitype of Old Testament types who bore Israel’s key leaders before
her, culminating with her bearing God’s Son,
the Messiah.
In reversing Eve’s choice, Mary cooperates
with the will of God and becomes Revelation’s
“new Eve” whose son will conquer Satan. Like
Sarah, she will conceive under circumstances that
only God can say are “possible,” and she will bear
a son who is the ultimate fulfillment of promise.
Like Isaiah’s maiden, she is a Virgin who miraculously bears a son; like the Queen in Psalm 45,
she is highly favored of the Lord. Lastly, she is
like Hannah, bold with trust in God, and full of
vision for His salvation of the world.
Including so many women-types from different generations serves to bind their lives together
in the history of Israel and thus, most importantly,
to the life of Christ, His holy Mother, and to us,
His Church. These women played a key role in
God’s salvation history, and had ample reason to
rejoice. As do we.
Lynette Smith has an M.A. in Biblical
Studies and is a member of St. Columba
Orthodox Church in Lafayette, Colorado. She
is the author of the book, Voyage: A Quest
for God within Orthodox Christian Tradition,
published by Regina Orthodox Press, 2010.
Icon by the hand of Nick Papas, courtesy of www.comeandseeicons.com

(Luke 1:45).
The type of Hannah’s hymn and the antitype of
Mary’s song spring from the lips of women who
rejoice in God’s salvation, from a very personal
level to the whole of Israel and the earth. Both
women envision the work of God triumphing over
emptiness, poverty, evil, and death, to bless the
nations through His Anointed. Hannah finishes
her magnificat with a prophecy looking forward
to the coming of King David and his antitype, the
Messiah, Jesus the Son of God. “And he shall give
strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his
anointed” (1 Sam. 2:10). Mary ends her magnificat hearkening back to God’s ancient covenant
and His great redemptive acts as if they have already been completed through her Son. “He has
helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His
mercy, as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham
and to his seed forever” (Luke 1:55).

1. The official, but not mandated, Western Rite Vicariate lectionary is from
the 1928 American Book of Common
Prayer and is followed for this article.
2. The festival was recorded as being
celebrated as early as A.D. 446 (John
Henry Blunt, The Annotated Book of
Common Prayer, 3d ed., London:
Rivertons, 1868, 42, 133) Blunt has
written what remains the most exhaustive scholarly commentary on
the Book of Common Prayer to date.
In A.D. 735, Venerable Bede reported
that the Annunciation of Mary was celebrated on March 25 in the Western
world beyond Rome, following the
logic of nine months before December
25. The official beginning of a major
feast day is the evening before.
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Bishop ANTOUN’s
50th Anniversary

During a Symposium on July 22nd, 2010, at the Antiochian Village a banquet was held in honor
of Bishop ANTOUN for his fifty years of priesthood. Rt. Rev. John Abdalah made a
slide presentation and both the Very Rev. Joe Shaheen and the Very Rev.
George Rados offered their remarks. The event was chaired by Economos
Antony Gabriel. The following is his address.
Your Eminences, Me- in God’s holy priesthood. Few among this auditropolitan PHILIP and ence know of the Antoun we met in 1959 and the
Metropolitan EPHRAIM, suffering you endured in your early years in North
Hierarchs of the God- America, miles away from family and friends in a
protected
Archdio- different culture, attending St. Vladimir’s Seminary
cese, Brothers and in New York City with professors whose various
Sisters in Christ: accents made them difficult to understand, and
this evening I was living with complete strangers who barely spoke
tempted to recall English. A classmate of Sayidna PHILIP at the
all the humor- Balamand, and those of us who were his classous episodes in mates at St. Vladimir’s, recall the trials he endured
our life that we in his early years in North America as well as in
shared
with South America.
For a time we shared space together, after you
Your
Grace.
It is “serious recovered from a broken leg. Oh, how much we
b u s i n e s s , ” shared with you in those years!
Let me recapitulate his ministry briefly. From
however, to
salute you the day of his ordination (incidentally, we bought
on the com- his first vestment, I believe, for forty-five dollars)
pletion of by Metropolitan ANTONY in Boston and his first
fifty con- parish in Philadelphia, this earnest young man exsecrated emplified pastorship. He loved, and was loved in
y e a r s return, by every parish he served.
He reminded me of St. Simeon the New Theologian’s prayerful musings, that he so fervently loved
his flock, that he prayed with scalding tears that his
flock would be saved or he would follow them into
Hell, so much did he love them. Bishop ANTOUN
is “love incarnate” for his parishioners and priests
and, therefore, embodies all the virtues of the servant and the true shepherd of God, articulated during this Symposium.
This assembly most likely does not remember
that in 1981 in Los Angeles, the laity and clergy
nominated him as Auxiliary to assist the Metropolitan, whose health and ever-growing Archdiocese
required his assistance. There was a hiatus until
November 1982 when we traveled to the Holy Synod and Metropolitan PHILIP resolved this issue of
auxiliaries to assist him, leading to Antoun’s con-

secration in January 1983 by His Eminence,
Archbishops MICHAEL (Elia), and Bishop
PAUL (Bendaly) at St. Nicholas Cathedral in
Brooklyn. Hundreds traveled from throughout North America to shout “Axios” of a man
who had endeared himself to so many.
Antoun traveled a long journey from Damascus to Englewood, New Jersey. He has
and had distinguished himself by his fidelity to the Church. His has served loyally
under Patriarch ALEXANDROS, Metropolitan IGNATIUS (Forzley) of Brazil and Metropolitan ANTONY (Bashir), who received
him into this Archdiocese, and, of course,
our own beloved Metropolitan Primate.
In spite of his struggles, ANTOUN remained, and is to this day, a straight arrow,
industrious and well-known for his innocent
faith. And therefore he deserves to be saluted by all of us as one of God’s beloved.
Dearest “Shammas” (as you were known
when we met you at 121st and Broadway),
your precious smile, that honestly went from
ear to ear, warmed our hearts and captured
our friendship forever. The earnestness with
which you offered your own friendship and
even mentorship whenever possible, has
been a source of security and comfort for
us throughout these many years. Most of
all, the laughter and special times you have
brought to our lives and the lives of our children are indelibly imprinted on our souls.
One of the first things we say in teaching Sunday School children is that “GOD IS
LOVE.” How very simple that sounds, but
the truest thing about the truth is that it is
simple. It is the simple truth: “God is Love”
and for Lynn and me, and our children and
for so many, you His child, and unquestioning servant, are the closest reflection of
GOD’ S love that we have experienced in our
years together. Thank you for the bottomless well of your friendship!
Axios! Many
years, Master
and friend!

Archdiocesan
Office
Ordained
MARIS, Peter, to the holy diaconate, by Bishop
THOMAS on September 13th at the Church of the
Holy Cross in Linthicum, Maryland.
BAZ, Deacon Charles, to the holy priesthood, by
Bishop ANTOUN on September 26th at St. Nicholas
Cathedral, Brooklyn, New York.

Elevated
MICHAELS, Priest Anthony, to the dignity of
Archimandrite, by Metropolitan PHILIP on September 19th at St. John Chrysostom Church, Ft. Wayne,
Indiana.
AL-RAHIL, Very Rev. Kamal of Jacksonville, FL to the
dignity of the Archpriesthood on October 24, 2010.

Awarded
The Antonian Silver Medal to Dr. G. David Bojrab on
September 18th, 2010, by Metropolitan PHILIP.

Appointed
SELIM, Rev. Milad as the interim pastor of St. George
Cathedral of Worcester, MA effective October 10,
2010.

Leave of Absence
ABDELAHAD, Very Rev. Michael of Worcester, MA
effective October 7, 2010.
PETERS, Rev. Ephraim of Worcester, MA effective
October 7, 2010.

Transferred
HUNEYCUTT, Father Joseph, from
the assistant pastorate
at St. George Church
in Houston, Texas,
to the pastorate at
St. Joseph Church in
Houston, Texas, effective October 1, 2010.
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book review

Book Review:

Land and Covenant

Fr. Paul Tarazi’s book,
Land and Covenant, is a
must-read for Orthodox Christians or anyone else who desires to acquire a Scriptural
mindset. When I decided to
read Land and Covenant I
was expecting a technical and
academic study of precise biblical terms – land and covenant.
Although the book is certainly
precise and intellectually deep,
it was written in a manner that
would make it understandablee
and appreciated by those with
h
little prior biblical knowledge. In
n
the end, Land and Covenant iss
a brilliant summary of the entire body of Scripture (from Genesis to Revelation), showing clearly how the message of Jesus Christ to all nations
and people had always been God’s will, from the
very beginning (Genesis 1). The most disappointing aspect of Land and Covenant is the book’s
title: it is so much more than a study of these
technical terms!
A consistent theme emerged in my reading of
Land and Covenant, one that is present throughout Scripture and is also very much present in the
tradition of the Orthodox Desert Fathers: nonpossessiveness. Fr. Tarazi indicates that his desire
to write Land and Covenant stemmed from the
common misreading of the Bible that has led to
much bloodshed over who “owns” the Holy Land.
By offering a purely Scriptural – as opposed to
political or historical – critique of the current
situation in the Holy Land, Fr. Tarazi shows that
the wrong question is being asked. Scripturally,
God is the only “owner” of any land; we humans
who were taken from the earth are given the gift
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of a certain earth/land on
which
we may subside,
whi
but it is never our property – all things belong
to God.
Likewise, no huG
man
ma society “possesses”
God
Go – He is the God of
all people and all creation.
at
Within this overarching
theme of nonar
possessiveness,
two
p
main
points are presm
ent
e throughout Land
and
Covenant. The
a
first is God’s concern
for (and covenant
with) all crec
ation – especially human beings of every nation,
tribe, and tongue. The second main point is God’s
desire for us to follow His will in any land we may
find ourselves. As Fr. Tarazi notes: “Holiness is
not spatial, inherent to a piece of real estate or a
building. It is behavioral.”
God’s Care for all Humanity
Fr. Tarazi offers dozens of Scriptural examples
to show that God’s concern is not only Israel, but
all humanity. For example, Fr. Tarazi points out
that the biblical story of Israel begins not with Jacob (who was later re-named Israel), but with the
creation/genesis of the entire world. In the first
11 chapters of Genesis, God is shown to be dealing with all of humanity. The example par excellence is the story of Noah and the great flood. In
this story, God is caring for and makes a covenant
with the entire created world – Israel does not
yet exist. Only at the end of Chapter 11 is Abram
(later re-named Abraham) introduced, with the
story of Israel beginning fully in Genesis 12 and

lasting throughout the rest of Scripture. As Fr.
Tarazi points out, this relatively long introduction
of Genesis shows that the story of Israel is within
the context of the entire created world. Israel is
but one example – albeit the prime example – of
God’s dealing with humanity, but the importance
of Israel extends beyond itself to all nations. God
is not the God of Israel alone, but the God of the
entire created world.
As Land and Covenant works its way through
the story of Israel, Fr. Tarazi shows God’s concern for all people: Moses the Lawgiver marries
an “outsider,” drawing the ire of his siblings, but
God sides with Moses. In Deuteronomy God repeatedly tells the Israelites to take care of the foreigner, the sojourner, and the needy, for they were
foreigners in Egypt, sojourners in the wilderness,
and needy during their exile. Joshua, after his entrance into Canaan, forces the children of Israel
to cohabit with Canaan’s other sojourners (for
example, Gibeonites, Geshurites, Maacathites).
The great prophet Ezekiel delivers his teaching
while living among and with the nations (that is,
Gentiles), outside of Jerusalem. The Psalms conclude with not only all people and nations, but all
creation – both animate and inanimate – praising
the Lord.
The New Testament writings take up where
the Old Testament Scriptures left off: God being concerned for all nations. Since God’s justice
and mercy applies to the nations as well as to the
house of Israel, Jesus and his followers must proclaim the Law and the Prophets to all nations.
Throughout Land and Covenant Fr. Tarazi
shows that the Bible is not intended to be the history of the Jewish people, but the Word of God
to all people. The historical figures and events in
the Bible are used as examples of how the leaders
and people are constantly disobedient to God’s
will. And unlike all other histories of peoples and
nations, in the Bible the glorious deeds are not
done by the people or their heroes; they are God’s
work and the people remain stubborn in their disobedience. From this, Fr. Tarazi concludes that
the biblical story is not intended to be a historical
narrative, but a proposition to put all of our trust
in God, without whose continuous mercy humanity would have been swept into oblivion.

The reader of Land and Covenant is left with
the same impression one receives from the Bible;
namely, God’s people are: (1) those who are in
need of Him since they have no other helper; and/
or (2) those who are similar to Him in that they
help do His work of taking care of the needy and
poor.
Following God’s Will in Any Land
Land and Covenant shows how the story of
Israel in the Bible is constructed to teach the importance not of dwelling in a certain land, but of
following the will of God wherever you may be.
Once again, Fr. Tarazi offers dozens of biblical
stories to prove his point. For example, the Law,
which represents God’s will, is fully delivered to
Israel in the wilderness before their return arrival
at the “promised land” of Canaan. To remind Israel that God’s will can be delivered and accomplished even in the barren earth of the wilderness,
the Law prescribes pilgrimages out of the land
and into the wilderness, where God grants true
life through care for the needy.
Just as the Law proclaimed God’s will from
outside the Promised Land, so does the prophet
Ezekiel from Babylon, where the Jewish people
were in exile. Ezekiel speaks of God as the God of
the “open spot” (in Hebrew biq’ah, which is often
translated as “plain” or “valley” in English translations), not tied to any worldly city or temple. In
fact, throughout the Prophets the city of God with
its temple is not built by the hand of man, but is
considered to be any place or land where God’s
will is done. Paul often refers to this in the New
Testament as the “heavenly Jerusalem.”
Perhaps the supreme example of our ability
to follow God’s will in any land is the story of
Job. Job begins, lives, and ends his life in Uz of
Chaldea, certainly far removed from the Promised
Land. In the book named after him, Job is never
shown to be yearning for the land of Judah or Israel. Job, who is presented as the correct model
for all humanity, delights only in following God’s
commandments which lead to blessedness. The
story of Job shows that God’s Law is our only protector, regardless of the land in which we live.
In the New Testament, there is no mention of
a “return” to Canaan, but only an invitation to the
“Jerusalem above.” Throughout the Gospels, only
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those outside Jerusalem and its influence accept
Jesus and understand His correct teaching of the
Law and Prophets. Consequently, when Jesus commissions the Apostles, He tells them to preach His
message to Jerusalem and Judea, along with multiple other nations. Simply put, Jerusalem and its
inhabitants do not have any advantage – they, too,
must heed the message of the Law and Prophets,
as correctly interpreted by Jesus.
Based upon these and numerous other stories
with similar themes, Fr. Tarazi concludes that the
“land of Israel” is any land (Hebrew ‘adamah)
where “any man (Hebrew ‘adam) does not live by
bread alone, but by everything that proceeds out
of the mouth of the Lord” (Deuteronomy 8:3).
Conclusions

Fr. Aaron Warwick
Priest of St. Mary Orthodox Christian Church, Wichita, Kansas

Statement of Ownership

Land and Covenant offers a unique Scriptural insight into the situation we find today in the
Middle East. In so doing, it also helps the reader
acquire a Scriptural mindset or worldview. The
reader of Land and Covenant cannot help but
reflect on his own life and his own attachment

to possessions, whether they be worldly possessions, such as land or real estate, or spiritual
possessions, such as our belonging to the “true
Church.”
Land and Covenant shows that those entrusted with the Law are to live on God’s wide earth
together with the other descendants of Adam and
Noah, just as they did in Canaan. The land God
gives to His people is not their possession or their
blessing; their blessing consists in fully sharing
the land and covenant with the other inhabitants
and the new sojourners. God’s will for us is not to
exclude or separate, but to include and integrate.
God’s will for us is to behave “divinely,” by forgiving others as God Himself did throughout the
biblical story. Finally, God’s will for us is to care
for all of His creation, but especially those who
are poor and needy. We can do all of these things
in any land we may find ourselves, and can thus
make any land a holy land.
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Communities in Action
Project Mexico
One Starfish in a Huge Sea
A young man walks down a
beach, lined with starfish washed
up by the shore. As he proceeds,
he picks up starfish, examines
them, and throws them back
into the sea. An old man, coming
from the opposite direction, sees
the young man and asks, “What
are you doing?” The young man
picks up a starfish and examines
it. “I am throwing starfish back
into the sea,” he replies. “There
are millions of starfish. You cannot help them all,” says the old
man. The young man throws the
starfish into the sea. “But I just
helped that one.” This story, told
by our leader, Maddie, on the last
night of our stay at St. Innocent
Orphanage, describes exactly the
work that takes place at Project
Mexico.
Project Mexico is a program
that builds houses for needy families, with the help of volunteers.
This summer, from July 20 to
26, I went to Project Mexico for
the first of many times, I hope.
On our arrival at the orphanage
we were given a tour, followed
by an overview of the week to
come. During that session, Maddie told us about the living conditions in Mexico. The country is
home to most of the millionaires
in the world, including the top
two richest men, but those who
are not millionaires are lucky to
have land, a job, or even a sturdy
house. The infrastructure is extremely weak, including an unreliable mail system. Many people
do not have electricity legally,

because it is expensive, and because of the lack of trustworthy
postal service, they have to go to
the company’s headquarters to
pay the bill, which takes time and
money that many people do not
have. Instead, they throw metal
hooks over power lines to get
electricity. Public sewage is also
very expensive. Citizens cannot
even pick their own land. If they
want land, they go to the government, which assigns them a plot,
and they have to pay the price assigned to it or they do not get it.
The family for whom we built
the home consisted of Santos, Angelica, and their kids, Luz, Jacob,
and Daniela. They were fortunate
enough to have their land paid off
two years ago, and to be legally
connected to the sewage system.
They were so thankful for our
work that they came to the worksite every day, sometimes bringing us food. Santos, who was a
construction worker, helped out.
The house we built for them was
smaller than any one car garage,
yet it was one of best houses in
one of the richest cities in Mexico. Most importantly, it had a
sturdy foundation. Many people’s
shelters are not fastened to the
ground, and in consequence they
are washed away during the harsh
rainy season.
The houses we stayed in at the
orphanage were identical to the
house we built: two small rooms
with one door, two windows, and
a slanted roof, so that the water
would run off. There were four
of these structures; two for boys,
and two for girls. The bathhouse
was a larger structure with flat

tops to the walls, but a pointed
roof, so that it was connected to
the outside. It was divided down
the middle to separate the sexes.
Neither the houses nor the bathhouse had electricity, and the water heater was broken.
Morning prayers every day
were at 7:15. Afterward, we
would have quiet time; our time
to reflect on our trip and be alone
with God. This would go on until
8:00, when we had breakfast. The
meals we had consisted mostly
of rice and beans with tortillas,
along with other foods that var-
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ied with the day. We had juice
with our meals. Around 9:15 we
departed for the worksite, until
which time we had to do morning chores, such as cleaning the
kitchen, bathhouse, or loading up
the truck with the building materials. When we were done with
our chores, we had free time until
we left. During free time, many
kids and some adults would play
soccer with the boys from the
orphanage, while others sat on
a wide staircase which served as
bleachers.
We had lunch at the worksite,
which was usually peanut butter
and jelly sandwiches. When we
got back around 3:30, we had
more free time until dinner, which
was at 7:30. It amazed me how
good the orphanage boys were at
soccer, how much they enjoyed
it, and how much I enjoyed it,
since I do not play any soccer at
home. At 8:30 would be evening
prayers, after which there usually
was a campfire. Then we went
to bed, looking forward to the
next day.
Of the five days we spend
there, four were at the worksite.
The first day we laid the cement,
which proved to be more of a
chore than it sounds. We had
to physically mix the cement,
lay it down, and flatten it. During that day, we saw people who
lived next door out playing soccer. They did not even have a net;
they just kicked the ball between
two sticks in the ground. It made
me think of how spoiled we are
and what it does to us. They had
two sticks and a ball, and they
were happy, content, and entertained. We have houses filled with
luxury, and we are often, dissatisfied, bored, and want more. The
next day we built the frames of
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the house. We divided up into the
six groups we had for morning
chores and were each assigned a
frame, of which there were nine.
Santos and one of the staff members, Sotiri, built the remaining
three. After lunch, we connected
the frames to the foundation and
nailed them to each other. The
third day we put up chicken wire
on the sides of the house. We also
put boards and tar paper on the
roof. The last day we put stucco
on the walls, which we had to mix
just like the cement, and we had a
house blessing along with a presentation of gifts for the family.
Project Mexico was an amazing experience which really
opens one’s eyes to what is going on in the world around one.
Many things do not seem that big
a deal, until you have experienced
them firsthand, and this is definitely one of those things. Everyone I saw was grateful for what
little they had, so I know I can be
grateful for the numerous blessings which God has given me.
Paul Murray, St. George Orthodox Church,
New Kensington, Pennsylvania

Parishioners of St. George
Rise to the Challenge
St. George parish began in
1920 in a blacksmith’s shop in
Bridgeville, Pennsylvania, outside
of Pittsburgh, and for the last 60
years its home has been at 610
Dewey Ave. Predominantly Syrian immigrants established the
church, and it has been sustained
by their children, and their children’s children. If you were to
attend Divine Liturgy on Sunday
morning, however, you would
be struck by the blond-haired
children squirming in their seats
alongside their dark-haired, darkeyed Church School friends. The

parish directory, too, not only
contains Syrian names, but Irish
names, German names, Italian names. Converts and cradle
Orthodox together, all have found
the pearl of great price, and all
have gravitated to this church.
As the new century turned, the
faithful members of this parish
looked at their church and began to ask the questions, “Is it
time?” “Should we build?” So they
formed committees and consulted
builders and began to raise funds.
On a stormy June Saturday, with
high humidity and low clouds,
God held back the rain just long
enough for His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP to bless the land
adjacent to St. George’s Cemetery and to break ground.
This joyous occasion in the
life of our parish began when his
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP,
His Grace Bishop THOMAS, and
Archdeacon Hans arrived in Pittsburgh on Friday, June 4, and a
weekend of celebration was set in
motion. On Saturday, June 5, our
beloved Hierarchs began the day
by meeting with some of the parents, teachers and children of our
parish. The morning consisted of
a dialogue between Metropolitan
PHILIP and our children. The
children made garden stones for
the new church and learned what
it means when we say, “Christ is
the cornerstone of the Church.”
In addition, Metropolitan PHILIP
and Bishop THOMAS put their
handprints next to the children’s
to create a poster commemorating this historic weekend.
The Groundbreaking Ceremony was celebrated at 11:30
a.m. where the new St. George
Church will be constructed. Metropolitan PHILIP and Bishop
THOMAS blessed and planted a

wooden cross on the land where
the church will be built. Parishioners, visitors and friends of St.
George Church, along with local
clergy, seminarians and dignitaries were in attendance. Metropolitan PHILIP not only invited all
Parish Council Members to take
the shovel and break ground, but
he invited all the children of the
parish to do so as well, reminding us that we build not for our
own glory but for the glory of
God, which shall be demonstrated through our children and our
children’s children. The Groundbreaking Ceremony was followed
by a Trisagion service, in blessed
memory of all of our family members buried in St. George Cemetery. And Sayidna PHILIP used
this service to remind us that we
are all part of the Body of Christ,
past, present, and future, and
building our church next to these
graves is most proper and fitting.
Great Vespers was celebrated
on Saturday evening, followed
by a dinner with the Hierarchs,
Parish Council members and
members of the Groundbreaking
Committee. Our deepest gratitude goes to our Parish Council
Chairman Matthew Deep and his
wife Catherine for their leadership within our community, as
well as to Richard Ferris for his
tireless efforts as the Chairman
of our Building Committee. A
special thanks also is given to Gabriel and Kim Antypas, co-chairs
for the weekend’s events, whose
efforts made this weekend one of
the most beautiful and meaningful events in the life of St. George
Church. Many faithful parishioners and clergy celebrated the
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy on
Sunday morning at St. George
Church. During the Hierarchical

Liturgy, Metropolitan PHILIP ordained Sub-deacon Bogdan Bucur
to the Holy Deaconate. Our congratulations to Deacon Bogdan
and his family. AXIOS!
The weekend concluded with
a Grand Banquet held at the
Pittsburgh Airport Marriott. The
Master of Ceremonies was Mr.
Joseph Ferris, Vice-Chairman of
St. George Parish Council. Over
two hundred and fifty parishioners, clergy and friends of St.
George gathered for an evening
of dining, fellowship and entertainment. During the dinner, a
beautiful duet was sung by Carina
and Natalie Antypas, which truly
inspired the attendees.
Another highlight of the evening was a surprise celebration
of Fr. Jason DelVitto’s twentyfifth anniversary as the pastor of
St. George Church. Fr. Jason will
celebrate his thirty-second year in
the Holy Priesthood this October
1. Fr. Jason was ordained by Metropolitan PHILIP at the dedication
of the Antiochian Village on October 1, 1978. Sub-Deacon Paul
Abernathy, a most faithful and dynamic parishioner of St. George
Church and a recent graduate of
St. Tikhon’s Seminary, was also
honored at the banquet. Paul delivered a beautiful testimony in
honor of Fr. Jason and we honored our priest with a standing
ovation. Truly Father Jason and
Khouria Anna’s 25 years of faithful and humble guidance have
been a testament to God’s own
hand working in this parish.
In Matthew’s Gospel, he recounts how our Lord was moved
with compassion when he observed the multitudes who had
gathered to hear him preach and
heal their sick: “But when He saw
the multitudes, He was moved

with compassion for them, because they were weary and
scattered, like sheep having no
shepherd. Then He said to His
disciples, ‘The harvest truly is
plentiful but the laborers are
few. Therefore pray the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest’” (Matthew
9:36–38). We, the members of
St. George Antiochian Orthodox
Church in Bridgeville, Pennsylvania, are ever mindful of the laborers that God has sent us, Metropolitan PHILIP, Bishop THOMAS,
and Father Jason. But by breaking ground and building a new
church, we also acknowledge that
bringing the Kingdom of God to
this lost and searching world is
every parishioner’s responsibility;
we are all laborers in His harvest
and by the grace of God this new
building will be a testament that
Christ is the light of the world and
we are called to spread the Good
News as members of His Body.
St. George Antiochian Church
of Bridgeville? Ah yes, it will be
like a city on a hill: “You are the
light of the world. A city that is
set on a hill cannot be hidden.
Nor do they light a lamp and
put it under a basket, but on
a lampstand and it gives light
to all who are in the house. Let
your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father
in heaven” (Matthew 5:14–16).
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Basilica Gives Heart and
Soul to Christian Education
“Train up your child in the
way he should go, and when he
is old he will not depart from it.”
(Proverbs 22:6)
For close to 40 years, the
Basilica of St. Mary in Livonia,
Michigan, has worked hard
to make this proverb a reality
within their community. From
its humble beginnings as a mission parish in 1972 until today,
there has been a strong emphasis on Orthodox Christian education not only for the youth of
the parish, but for parishioners
of all ages. The Basilica has
been blessed with strong leadership from both the clergy and
laity, who take advantage of every opportunity possible for the
community to come together
for worship, for education, for
fellowship, and for outreach to
the needy. The goal for the Basilica of St. Mary is to provide a
living dynamic for both spiritual
growth and for integrating each
parishioner into the total life of
the church throughout the entire year. Every week is literally
filled with ministry programs directed toward every age group,
from a church school program
with more than 450 students,
to a weekly Wednesday morning mother/toddler ministry
group, to a weekly Friday-night
high school ministry group, to
a monthly grade school ministry
program, and to a monthly senior heritage ministry program
that includes divine liturgy, a
guest speaker from the community, and a delicious lunch.
In addition, there is a 16-week
Bible study offered each fall
for both parishioners and those
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inquiring about the Orthodox
faith. And the true blessing is
that these ministry programs
are planned, organized, and implemented by the parishioners
themselves, with the spiritual
guidance of the clergy.
The summer months at the
Basilica are also filled with
ample opportunity for continued involvement and spiritual
growth. Each June, immediately
after school lets out, close to
200 grade school children converge at the Basilica for a weeklong Vacation Church School
program that is geared to helping the children not only learn
about the Orthodox faith in a fun
and exciting way, but learn to
love Scripture, prayer, and Orthodox worship. This program
is directed by adult volunteers
and staffed with parents, young
adults, and SOYO-age children.
Every summer since 2002,
college students at St. Mary’s
have volunteered their Tuesdays
to work with fifth to twelfthgrade students at a ministry
program called Camp St. Mary.
The program is modeled after
a typical day at the Antiochian
Village Camp. At Camp St. Mary,
which usually includes about
70–80 campers, the day begins
with a matins service, followed
by a morning Christian education program, which is led by
the clergy and designed to teach
various facets of the Orthodox
faith. The afternoon program
involves sports and swimming,
while the evening program includes vespers, and oftentimes,
community service activities
such as a clothing drive/fashion
show.
In addition, the Basilica offers on-going Christian educa-

tion opportunities for those
who are volunteering to serve
our youth. For example, this
past February, five active college students attended a Christian youth ministry conference
to learn various methods of engaging high school students in
the faith. Soon after, the Friday
night “RockyRoad” high school
ministry program began. Led
entirely by these five college
students, “RockyRoad” stands
as a friendly gathering place
for high school students to support one another in their Christian faith, and compare their
thoughts about various contemporary issues concerning their
walk with Christ. “RockyRoad”
has also allowed those leading
the group to establish a deeper
understanding of their faith, a
stronger spiritual way of life,
and a greater knowledge of who
they are as Orthodox Christians. Collectively, these mature
and faithful young adults have
managed to bring over thirty
high school students together
weekly on Friday evenings (an
evening that most teenagers do
not associate

Bishop THOMAS in
Washington, D.C.
On the weekend of July 31
– August 1, the parish of St.
Gregory the Great in Washington, D.C., welcomed his Grace,
Bishop THOMAS for a pastoral
visit. We began with a cook-out
on the patio of our inner-city
church on Saturday, ending
the evening with Vespers in the
church. On Sunday, Sayidna ordained Raphael Garcia to the order of Sub-deacon and preached
at the morning Liturgy. At coffee

hour, he graciously answered
questions on such topics as the
recent Episcopal Assembly and
how Christians can speak out
on political issues.
Bishop THOMAS remained in
Washington for the beginning
of the Western Rite Conference,
which was held at St. Paul’s
College, August 2 – 4. The conference was co-hosted by St.
Gregory’s and the other three
Western Rite parishes in our region: Holy Trinity in Lynchburg,
Virginia; St. Patrick’s in Warrenton, Virginia; and St. John the
Baptist in Lewistown, Maryland.
The pastors of these churches,
Fr. Nicholas Alford, Fr. Alban
Waggener, Fr. Patrick Cardine,
and Fr. James Hamrick, organized the conference.
Clergy and lay participants
from around the country joined
together for Vespers, Lauds, Matins, and Divine Liturgy (Mass)
in the chapel of St. Paul’s College and the group was taken to
St. Gregory parish for Vespers
and a reception on Tuesday evening. Speakers addressed topics
of particular relevancy to the
Western Rite: music resources
for small parishes (presented
by Kh. Rebecca Alford), reflec-

tions on the diaconate in the
Eastern and Western traditions
(presented by Deacon Gregory
Roeber), practical suggestions
for using the Monastic Diurnal
in a parish setting (Fr. John Fenton), practical advice for church
growth and evangelism (Frs.
Ken Devoie and Chris Nerreau),
and how provisional missions
are catechized (Fr. Michael
Kaiser). In the final session,
Vicar-General Fr. Ed Hughes
presented the group with some
historical background and led a
discussion of concerns for the
Western Rite Vicariate.

St. George, Montreal

bec, we have our fair share of
language issues, a bit of a struggle between the English and the
French. It can be a challenge,
therefore, when someone from
another country, like the United
States, or Lebanon, leaves his
home and tries to make a new
life in this part of the Great
White North. More specifically,
when a new priest is transferred
to a parish in our part of Canada
from another country it’s not
always easy to make the adjustment, and sometimes it’s worse
for his family.
In 1995, a young man left his
hometown of Toledo, Ohio, and
came to St. George, Montreal,
to begin a new life with his wifeto be. Michael Shaheen, the son
of Archpriest George Shaheen
of blessed memory and Khourieh Marguerite, and the nephew of Archbishop MICHAEL of
thrice-blessed memory, was a
thirty-one-year-old sub-deacon
when he arrived. Full of new
and fresh ideas, he told the pastor, Economos Antony Gabriel,
“I want to be your assistant
and work in the church.” As a
dynamic priest, Fr. Antony was
more than willing to take this
young man under his wing and

Just Like Homegrown
Tomatoes
There is nothing quite like
homegrown vegetables, like
tomatoes from your own backyard. This is a story about our
“home grown tomatoes,” two
young men who, though not
born here, were practically
raised by the parish in which
they serve.
St. George Church of Montreal is situated in the Province of
Quebec, Canada. Living in Que-
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help him reach his dreams.
Married by November 1995
to Adma Daou, Michael began
volunteering at the St. George
Church office and helping out
in Sunday’s Liturgy. Though
Michael was only a volunteer
Sub-deacon, Fr. Antony gave
him different tasks and duties
to represent St. George Church.
While studying theology and
completing his University degree, Sub–deacon Michael was
ordained to the Holy Diaconate
on March 22, 1998, the Feast of
the Holy Cross in Great Lent, by
His Grace Bishop ANTOUN.
The transfer of the assistant
priest, Fr. Titus Fulcher, in July
of 1999 gave Fr. Deacon Michael an opportunity to take
full-time employment as “pastoral assistant.” Another priest,
however, had to be brought in,
since Dn. Michael was limited
to the duties of the diaconate.
Fr. Boulos Khayat, an Arabicspeaking priest, arrived from
Prince Edward Island to help
out. By 2006, seven years after his arrival, Fr. Boulos was
asked to assist our sister parish of The Virgin Mary Church,
an Arabic-speaking Antiochian
Church here in Montreal. Once
again, St. George was in need
of an assistant priest. By this
time Dn. Michael had been in
training for some years and was
working full-time helping at all
sacraments and all liturgical
services. It just seemed right to
have Dn. Michael ordained to fill
this position, rather than bring
yet another priest from outside
the parish.
In November, 2006, word
came that His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP gave his blessing for the ordination of Fr. Dn.
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Michael Shaheen to the Holy
Priesthood. Fr. Antony was recovering at this point from a
long illness. The Metropolitan
did not want Fr. Antony to be
left without good help: someone who knew the parish well,
and was accustomed to the way
the parish operated. So on December 10, 2006, His Grace
Bishop ALEXANDER ordained
Fr. Michael, who continues to
serve as the Assistant Pastor of
St. George Church.
Another young man, this one
named Jean El Murr, (Jean is
the French spelling of “John”)
came to Montreal in 1987 from
Lebanon, as many others had
done during the mid- to late
1980s because the war was too
much to bear. Prior to coming to
Canada, Jean had been a member of the Christian Youth Movement and had worked at different jobs in Lebanon and in Abu
Dhabi. On arrival in Montreal
he came to St. George Church
and got involved in various activities within the church and
its community. With his skills,
he helped out with our Sunday
School program and with the
establishment of our Orthodox
Youth Group, which placed all
the St. George youth organizations (Sunday School, Teen
Soyo, Parents Committee) under one umbrella. This kept him
quite busy.
From 1987 to 2004 Jean
worked at a local textile plant as
a traffic manager. In February of
1993 he married Souhaila Maatouk. On March 30, 2003, Jean
was ordained to the Holy Diaconate during the Feast of the
Holy Cross. Serving as a deacon
in the church and having a secular job can be very challenging.

Fr. Dn. Jean, however, gave one
hundred percent to both his job
and his church.
Having completed his theology degree from both the University of Sherbrooke and the St.
Stephens Course of Studies, Dn.
Jean was well on his way to the
Holy Priesthood. Things came
to an abrupt halt in January of
2004, however, when Dn. Jean
was hospitalized, desperately
in need of a liver transplant. A
donor was found, the transplant
was done, and he seemed to be
doing well, but by December
of the same year the doctors
told him he needed yet another
liver transplant. Dn. Jean went
through a very, very trying time.
There were several points when
we weren’t sure if he was going
to make it.
Our parish prayed and,
through networks, prayers were
offered across the continent.
Dn. Jean’s health improved dramatically. He was even able to
publish a book in January 2008
entitled Together Towards
God. He also went on to complete his Masters of Arts in applied Theology. It is something
very special when we, as Christians, and again more specifically Orthodox Christians, witness
miracles. Somehow it deepens
our faith and comforts us, knowing that God never, ever leaves
our side!
Within the past year or so, our
Pastor Economos Antony was
given a special charge from the
Metropolitan to take on a new
and exciting position within the
Archdiocese. He was especially
chosen by Metropolitan PHILIP
because of his God-given people
skills. This new position meant
that the pastor would be taken

away from the church and would
spend some time traveling. St.
George Church would have to
search for yet another priest to
serve the community. As we are
an active and dynamic parish, if
I may say, we could always use
more priests and deacons here!
By September 2009, news
came from Metropolitan PHILIP
of a third priest for St. George.
Three years almost to the day
after the Ordination of Fr. Michael Shaheen, Fr. Dn. Jean El
Murr was ordained to the Holy
Priesthood by the laying on of
hands of His Grace, Bishop
ALEXANDER, on December 13,
2009.
Our pastor, Economos Antony, has been here since 1976,
and together we have seen
many priests and deacons pass
through St. George. In each
case, he took the time to teach
and train them, only to see them
go to another parish in need of a
good priest. He has generously
of himself in this way, with no
hesitation or reservations. The
parish and the entire Montreal
community rejoiced at the ordinations of both Fr. Michael and
Father Jean to the Priesthood.
Both were on different days, yet
not so far apart. In retrospect,
we say, “These men were practically raised in this parish, and
now they are serving as our
priests.” These are our “homegrown tomatoes.”
Viviane Gédéon
Office Administrator, St. George Church,
Montreal, Quebec, Canada
Kh. Rebecca S. Alford

Peter Dacales Retires After
Serving the Antiochian
Archdiocese
Peter Dacales has worked
tirelessly and quietly for his parish of St. Anthony, Bergenfield,
New Jersey, while also spending
the last 28 years doing the same
for the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North
America. Metropolitan PHILIP’s
“right-hand man” has now decided to take on a new phase of
life: retirement.
On Wednesday, July 28th, the
Archdiocese hosted a surprise
retirement party for Peter attended by over forty co-workers
and friends at White Beeches
Country Club. This quiet gentleman was rendered even quieter
when he realized that the celebration was for him! His Grace,
Bishop ANTOUN presented
Peter with the Antonian Gold
medal. (Peter was a recipient of
the silver Antonian a few years
ago.) (Metropolitan PHILIP,
unfortunately, had emergency
dental surgery and sadly had
to excuse himself from the festivities.) Then Sayidna ANTOUN
encouraged everyone to “roast”
Peter; while there was a lot of
laughter, kinder words about a
person were never heard. This
Life Member of the Order of St.
Ignatius has touched the lives of
everyone with whom he came in
contact, with his kindness, intelligence and quiet reserve.
Peter was born the youngest
of three children in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, in 1928 to Greek
immigrant parents and was baptized at St. George Cathedral in
Philadelphia. After Central High
School, he attended the prestigious University of Pennsyl-

vania’s Wharton School, from
which he graduated in 1950. He
married his wife, Thelma, also
in 1950 (60 years!), and they
have two children, Jeff and Pamela, and two beautiful granddaughters, Alexandra and Lauren Sietsma.
There were many new phases
in Peter’s life in the year 1950:
graduating college, getting married, and then being hired by
General Motors Corp. His many
years at General Motors were
interrupted only by a stint in the
U.S. Army from 1952–1954. In
1981 he retired as the overseas
accounting manager for General Motors Acceptance Corp.
He and his family relocated
back East and became very active members of St. Anthony,
Bergenfield.
Hired as the Assistant Comptroller of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of North America in 1981, Peter has served
the Archdiocese faithfully. He
handled all the day-to-day accounting for the Archdiocese,
as well as the finances for the
philanthropic arm of the Archdiocese, The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch, where he served
as North American Treasurer
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communities

for many years. In this latter capacity, Peter became the “go-to”
person for anything financial.
Accredited as a Certified Financial Planner, he shared from
his expertise across the North
American Archdiocese, helping
parishes, priests, the Antiochian
Village, the Heritage and Learning Center, and so many other
aspects of Archdiocese life. Peter has become such an integral
part of Archdiocese life that he
will certainly be missed.
Parish life has also been an
integral part of Peter’s life:
treasurer for twenty-plus years,
chairperson of the finance committee for many years, a member of St. Anthony SOYO, twice
Co-Chair of the parish’s international festival, treasurer of the
festival (forever!), co-advisor
for St. Anthony Teen Group,
parish coordinator for the Antiochian Village Summer camp
for ten years, member of the
parish council and parish council chair.
So now it is on to a new phase
of life for Peter and Thelma.
Knowing Peter, he will still lend
a hand in helping the Archdio-
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cese and, of course, he is always
available for his beloved parish
of St. Anthony. Dear Peter, your
parish family and all the members of the Archdiocese join His
Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP
in saying to you: “Well done,
good and faithful servant.”
(Matthew: 25:23)

Bishop THOMAS Visits
St. John the Baptist
Mission
On Saturday, July 31, 2010,
His Grace Bishop THOMAS conducted an episcopal visitation of
Saint John the Baptist Orthodox
Church located in Lewistown,
Maryland. This was just his second visit to the mission since
the congregation converted to
Holy Orthodoxy in March 2009,
and the first visit since the mission’s pastor, Father James
Hamrick, had been ordained to
the priesthood last August by
Bishop THOMAS. Prior to their
conversion, the mission had
been affiliated with the Charismatic Episcopal Church.
Between Matins and Divine
Liturgy, Bishop THOMAS made

Stephen (Steve) Kerr a Sub-deacon and tonsured John (Alan)
Myers a Lay Reader. Subdeacon
Stephen and Reader John represent the first two elevations to
the minor orders in this young,
Western Rite mission. The congregation of about 35 people
consists almost entirely of converts. They worship in a historic
Methodist chapel located just
north of Frederick, Maryland,
which is an hour west of Baltimore. Saint John the Baptist
is currently the only Orthodox
church or mission in Maryland
which celebrates the Divine
Liturgy in the ancient Western
Rite of Saint Gregory. They are
also only one of two Orthodox
churches of any jurisdiction
within Frederick County, Ss.
Peter and Paul Greek Orthodox
Church in Frederick, Maryland,
being the other.

This Thanksgiving, count your blessings.

Then, give them away.
Give back to God what He has given to you. Let The Order help you. The Order of St. Ignatius is
involved in many worthwhile projects and they all build up the body of Christ. With God as our
strength, there is no limit to what we can achieve. Join The Order and resolve to help your archdiocese,
your parish, your community and the world.
Learn more about The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch. Call 201-871-1355 Email: theorder@
antiochian.org or return this slip to: The Order • 358 Mountain Road • Englewood, NJ 07631.

Yes, I want more information about The Order.
Name:
Address:
Phone:
E-mail:
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