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editor’s letter

Time to Return to
Full-Time Ministry

In the Divine Liturgies, the deacon stands in
the midst of God's people, lifts his orarion, and
exhorts, “Let us love one another, that with one
accord we can confess . . .” and the people re-
spond, “Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the Trinity,
one in essence; | believe in one God, the Father
Almighty . . . .” The one faith, around the one
bishop, around the one Eucharist, expresses the
presence of God in our midst. This presence is
permeated with love.

The love that we are exhorted to have for one
another is of paramount importance, as it is the
glue that holds the unity of the One, Holy, Cath-
olic and Apostolic Church together. It is the ce-
ment with which Christ has built His Church. It
is the fragile and gentle unity that bonds us to
God and one to another. It is an expression of
the Holy Spirit. This godly love is about mutual
submission, caring, building up, support, teach-
ing, discernment, and obedience. This love is an
incarnation of God’s word. This love is an expres-
sion of the kingdom of heaven. It is a re ection
of the Trinity and an expression of grace. It is a
communion that makes us Christian, and makes
us part of God's own oneness. So Jesus prayed
for the disciples, as recorded in John, “that they
may be one as we are one.”

In August of this year, the Holy Synod of An-
tioch wrestled long and hard over several issues
that involved leadership of the Antiochian Church
in the 21st Century. Their attention was focused
on the theological training of clergy, the youth
movement in the Patriarchate, and the duties and
relationships of the Metropolitan and Bishops of
the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America. In
each of these areas, there were competing ide-
ologies and concerns. While | believe each leader
wanted to maintain the dignity of his own of ce,
further the good of the ministries involved, and
sel essly do the will of God, it was entirely pos-
sible for us to disagree on what we believe God
wants us to do. Disagreement in the Church is not
something new; it is not a result of the Internet
or satellite television. There have been disagree-
ments since the rst century and, as recorded in
the Acts of the Apostles, the Church settled such

disagreements in meetings

or Councils. In our own

time, the Holy Synod of An-

tioch is the highest author-

ity of such meetings of the

Church of Antioch. While

we may disagree about the

direction or leadership of the Youth movement,
or the seminary efforts, or how to organize our
bishops in North America, we must submit to one
another, that is to love one another, as we do to
Christ, and maintain the God-given unity and love
that we have and that we are. The Holy Synod of
Antioch is the highest authority of our Church.
The membership is made up of holy and talented
metropolitans who love God, know and rightly
express the Apostolic Faith, and have dedicated
their entire beings to God. If we are to maintain
the unity of our Church, we must submit to their
discernments in humility and love. It is time to
put away our competing ideas and get back to the
work of the Church.

There are many ideas about how authority
should be expressed in the Church today in gen-
eral and in North America in particular. No two
jurisdictions in America are organized in the same
way. Each seems to be evolving in ways that re ect
the personality and needs of their leadership and
of their peoples. | see strengths and weaknesses
in each organizational structure. Although | think
that these issues are important and consequen-
tial, for me, the unity of the Church and our love
for each other must be our rst priority. | hope
and pray that all of our bishops, priests, deacons
and people will continue to seek God'’s will, sub-
mitting to each other in the love and order within
the Church that we have enjoyed for 2000 years.
| pray that God will give us His love, and that in
submitting to The Holy Synod, to our Metropoli-
tan and our Bishops, we can discern God's will
and serve in God-pleasing ways. It is time to get
back to work and work within the structure that
the Synod has discerned to be God'’s will for us at
this time and place.

Archimandrite John Abdalah
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The 46th Regular Session of the
Holy Synod of Antioch















It was the summer of 2002, my second summer as a
counselor on staff at the Antiochian Village, the mother
camp for all eight of the camping programs throughout
the Archdiocese. As a returning counselor, | was con-
Pdent, perhaps too conb dent, of my abilities to lead a
cabin of young men for four two-week sessions of sum-
mer camp. Registration day for the b rst session arrived
and | waited with the rest of the energetic staff for my
Prst camper of the summer. Finally, over a megaphone
from the steps of the Metropolitan PHILIP Welcome
Lodge, a voice rang out, OPhilip, you have a camper!O |
enthusiastically ran over to the lodge porch only to see
my camper, my brst camper of the eight-week summer
camping season, leaping over the rail of the porch,
running to his parentsO van, climbing to the top, and
holding onto the top of the van for dear life, refusing

to come down. Fr. Michael Nasser, the director at the
time, calmly went over to the van, coaxed the young
man from the top of the van, turned to the parents and
said, OEverything is going to be bne, you just have to
leave now. Philip will take care of him and he will have
a great time at camp.O Fr. Michael then turned to me,
smiled and said, OPhilip, you have a camper.O

he Risen
Christ
at Camp

Two weeks later, the night before
check-out, this young man came to
my bunk in the middle of the night
and was once again in tears. We
have been through this already, |
thought. You re leaving tomorrow,
no need to be homesick, you re
going. But, he surprised me by
tearfully saying, 1 don t want to
go home! | laughed to myself and
said, | know, I m sorry. We had a
great time though. Just wait until
next year. Now, go back to bed.
Camp: lled with prayer, positive
interaction with other campers,

constant focus on Christ, not just in

the chapel twice a day, but on the
sports elds, in the dining hall, in

This article was
inspired by a recent
talk given by Fr.
Philip Rogers which
emphasized the
important role

that the Order of
St. Ignatius plays

in supporting the
Archdiocesan
camping program,
and the positive
impact that the
camps have on our
young people.
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rulers, and be lifted up, you everlasting doors, and
the King of glory shall enter. Who is this King of
glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord pow-
erful in battle. Lift up the gates, O you rulers, and
be lifted up, you everlasting doors, and the King
of glory shall enter. Who is this King of glory? The
Lord of hosts, He is the King of Glory (verses
7 10). These familiar words, said in a powerful in-
terchange on Great and Holy Pascha, close out this
beautiful psalm, and show the ultimate purpose of
camp and, in fact, of all our lives. The ultimate pur-
pose of camp is to experience the Risen Christ, He
is the King of Glory, Who has ascended the moun-
tain and continues to reveal to us how to ascend it
with Him.

The structured, simple, routine environment
of camp provides a safe place for campers to al-
low their weaknesses to be strengthened by Christ.
Campers come dealing with all kinds of different is-
sues: parents in jail, families broken by suicide and
divorce, or emotional and physical abuse. Many of
them have countless reasons not to trust people
who are in authority. For many campers, camp is
the rst time they feel comfortable and con dent
enough to share their struggles with their fellow
campers and loving staff, and to pour themselves
out to Christ in the Holy Mystery of Confession.
Camp provides a joyful opportunity for campers
and staff alike to realize that they are not alone in
their struggles, that they have the power and grace
of the Risen Christ and the Church that He founded
for their salvation.

One of the only places that this wonderful psalm
is used in the liturgical life of the Church is in the
service of preparation for Holy Communion. Every-
one who comes to camp learns a greater apprecia-
tion for communion; communion with each other
and most importantly, communion with the Risen

Christ and His Saints. One evening, one of the last
evenings of camp for the summer, | was walking
from the chapel to the lake when | was stopped
by one of our youngest campers. He looked me
straight in the eye and said, St. Thekla winked at
me during the service. Being in the youngest cab-
in, this particular camper was right at the front of
the church and in fact he had been standing right
in front of the icon of St. Thekla for the Vespers
service that evening. Not sure what to say, | looked
at him, shrugged my shoulders and said, Why not?
She is de nitely here with us, praying for us and
with us. Not the most profound statement, but he
agreed and went about the rest of the evening and
the rest of the time at camp recognizing that he
had a unique experience showing the reality of the
communion of the saints in Christ.

All of the lessons that campers learn throughout
their experience of camp are not just for that holy
place, but are a proper preparation for Holy Com-
munion, the experience of the Risen Christ par
excellence! If campers learn all of these wonder-
ful lessons and have this experience of the Risen
Christ at camp and leave it there, then truly camp
has failed. The purpose of all of this is to take these
experiences, these life-changing realizations of the
power of Christ in our daily lives, and bring that
back to the communion of the saints experienced
in our parish communities. Though surprising even
when | think again about this encounter with our
young camper, | know these types of events are
not unique to Camp St. Thekla, or even to camp.
But what this event and the words and use of this
Psalm do is remind all of us that camp is not just
a place for young people to be away from home
for a week, play sports, stay up late, and see their
friends; camp is a place where campers encounter
the Risen Christ. Where we nd the Risen Christ,
we nd all of His saints, including St. Thekla, who
apparently will even reveal her presence to a young
man through a playful wink. Encountering Christ
and His Saints at camp helps the campers, staff,
and even the director, more readily see Him and
properly commune with Him everywhere and at all
times.

Fr. Philip Rogers
Pastor, Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Church,

Lafayette, Louisianna
Director, Camp St. Thekla



Al Saints of Scotland icon Courtesy of Come and See Icons and is by the hand of Deacon

Paul Drozdowski. comeandseeicons.com.

The word saint means holy one. Now, in a sense, all Christians are saints, because God consid-
ers us holy because of Jesus Christ. This is the words common meaning when its not capitalized,
and you see it used this way several times in the New Testament. When, however, you see it with a
capital S, then it usually refers to a canonized Saint, that is, to someone whom the Church, led by
the Holy Spirit, has acknowledged as certainly sancti ed. There are thousands of them! They lived
in this world as holy examples to us and they have now been perfected in holiness in the next life.

Troparion (Tone 1)
Together let us
honour that holy
company united
by faith, those
noble warriors

of the Master

of all; they were
divinely enlisted
for Christ and
passed through
bre and water.
Then they entered
into refreshment
and pray for those
who cry: Glory

to Him Who has
strengthened you;
glory to Him Who
has crowned you;
glory to Him Who
has made you
wonderful O holy
Forty Martyrs.
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The saintsO
prayers for us
are very pow-
erful. There is
always power in
prayer, but we
know from the
Bible that holy
peopleds holy
prayers are even
more powerful.
The Holy Apostle
James, in James

5:16, wrote this,
referring to St.
Elijah (Elias):
OThe prayer of
a righteous man
has great power
in its effect.O
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22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

V. REV. GEORGE ALBERTS

1 CORINTHIANS 12:27-13:8; MATTHEW 10:1, 5-8
1 THESSALONIANS 3:9-13; LUKE 11:34-41

1 THESSALONIANS 4:1-12; LUKE 11:42-46 (FAST)
1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-8; LUKE 11:47-12:1

1 THESSALONIANS 5:9-13, 24-28; LUKE 12:2-12
(FAST)

2 CORINTHIANS 11:1-6; LUKE 9:1-6
EPHESIANS 2:14-22; LUKE 8:41-56

HEBREWS 2:2-10; LUKE 10:16-21

2 THESSALONIANS 1:10-2:2; LUKE 12:42-48

. 2 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12; LUKE 12:48-59 (FAST)

. 2 THESSALONIANS 2:13-3:5; LUKE 13:1-9

. 2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-18; LUKE 13:31-35 (FAST)

. HEBREWS 7:26-8:2; JOHN 10:9-16

. ACTS 8:26-34; LUKE 10:25-37

. 1 TIMOTHY 1:1-7; LUKE 14:12-15 (FAST)

. 1 CORINTHIANS 4:9-16; MATTTHEW 9:9-13 (FAST)
. 1 TIMOTHY 1:18-20, 2:8-15; LUKE 15:1-10 (FAST)

. 1 TIMOTHY 3:1-13; LUKE 16:1-9 (FAST)

. 1 TIMOTHY 4:4-8, 16; LUKE 16:15-18, 17:1-4 (FAST)
. GALATIANS 3:8-12; LUKE 9:57-62 (FAST)

. HEBREWS 9:1-7; LUKE 10:38-42, 11:27-28 (FAST)

THE VIRGIN MARY INTO THE TEMPLE

1 TIMOTHY 5:1-10; LUKE 17:20-25 (FAST)

1 TIMOTHY 5:11-21; LUKE 17:26-37 (FAST)
EPHESIANS 6:10-17; LUKE 21:12-19 (FAST)

1 TIMOTHY 6:17-21; LUKE 18:31-34 (FAST)

1 TIMOTHY 1:1-2, 8-18; LUKE 19:12-28 (FAST)
GALATIANS 5:22-6:2; LUKE 10:19-21 (FAST)
EPHESIANS 6:10-17; LUKE 18:18-27 (FAST)

2 TIMOTHY 2:20-26; LUKE 19:37-44 (FAST)

1 CORINTHIANS 4:9-16; JOHN 1:35-51 (FAST)
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What Is Leadership Training?

and resolve that nurtured our parentOs generation
through Teen SOYO, and his devotion to the youth
that continues to reach and nourish the teens today.
Teen SOYO members are the present and future of
the Orthodox Church. Through Leadership Training
the youth are taught that we are all icons of Christ;
therefore we do not fall into the crowd, but lead by
example. We have learned to stay true to our words
and live by the Gospel.

At the July 2010 Leadership Training event at the
Antiochian Village in Pennsylvania, Teen SOYO lead-
ers set expectations for themselves: unity, self-control,
modeling Christian behavior, humility, self-respect,
dedication, hard work, equality, and leadership. Fa-
ther Joseph Purpura stressed the motto, Obeing early
is on time and being on time is late.O We acknowl-
edged our duties as ofp cers, and through individual
workshops we learned ways to fulbll them to the best
of our abilities. Leadership Training dealt with ways

to be an effective leader, time-management, setting
realistic goals, and balancing our work load.

This was a transition year for the NAC Board, in that
all ofbcers were newly elected: Hiba Ojaimi ® North
American Council (NAC) SOYO President, Laney Wag-
oner B NAC SOYO Vice-President, Jonn Spencer B
NAC SOYO Treasurer, Jason loannides B NAC SOYO
Secretary. Under the guidance of Father Purpura, we
were able to gather together quickly and assure Teen
SOYO membership that this is going to be a very
successful and fruitful year. Icebreakers, led by Father
Anthony Yazge and Khalil Samara, helped bond all of
the ofpcers together and make us into a family.

ORaising up a generation of leaders and disciplesO is the
theme of Teen SOYO Leadership Training each year,

and that is exactly what it does. Leadership Training is a
powerful experience for teens emotionally, mentally, and
spiritually. We attended every service throughout the
week with Evening Compline as a favorite for the teens.
After Compline, we tackled numerous topics in spiritu-
ally uplifting discussions led by our spiritual advisors.

SOYO Projects

As ofbcers of our respective dioceses, we have
different methods of carrying out our mission. We
have created projects that should structure activities
and provide a unifying experience for all parishes.
As NAC ofbcers, we try to spread these projects
throughout the U.S. and Canada.

The Diocese of Miami and the Southeast has under-
taken The Good Samaritan Humanitarian Project,
compiling scrapbooks documenting each parishOs
service projects throughout the year and thus
unifying the diocese. Each chapter of SOYO partici-

The Word 17



Department of Youth Ministries

The Help of the Order of St. Ignatius

Teen SOYO would not be the same without the love
and support of the Order of St. Ignatius. Most of Teen
SOYOOs funding comes directly from the Order, an or-
ganization that supports the work of the Archdiocese
Pnancially, including the Department of Youth Ministry
as well. The members of The Order are Orthodox
faithful who desire to support the Church b nancially
beyond their local Church community. SOYO projects,
such as Teen SOYO Special Olympics and SOYO
Leadership Training, are funded in large part by The
Order of St. Ignatius. Teen SOYO is extremely grate-
ful for the time, dedication, and hard work that The
Order devotes to Youth Ministry.

At the July 2010 Leadership Training event, the Presi-
dent of the Order of St. Ignatius, Dan Abraham, came
to speak to the teens. It has become a special tradi-
tion at Leadership Training for the teens to hear about
The Order of St. Ignatius and all that they do for Teen
SOYO. Each year, the Chairman brings new insight
and perspective to the teens. This year he talked with
us about how to be leaders and do everything for
God. We are so appreciative to have been blessed
with the Order of St. Ignatius and we cannot thank
The Order enough. Without the funding, constant



A Thank-you on behalf of Teen SOYO

Fr. Joseph PurpuraOs sacritial leadership and dedica-
tion to Teen SOYO is outstanding. Fr. Joseph, Chair-
man of the Youth Ministry Department, truly looks
after us like a father looks after his children, and the
abundant love he has for us is just as if we were his
immediate family. His leadership skills are undeniable,
and without them it would have been very difb cult for
Teen SOYO to have accomplished much. He always
stresses that Orthodoxy isn®t just another form of
Christianity, nor is it a doctrine, but the true way of

life, and the hardest lifestyle to live. As Teen SOYO
leaders, we are not the future leaders of the Church;
we are part of the current leaders of the Church.
Leadership Training and upcoming events keep us

on our toes, and remind us of our true duty in life,
staying on the path that is pleasing to God. We thank
the members of The Order of St. Ignatius, Chairman
Dan Abraham, our NAC Spiritual Advisor Fr. Anthony
Yazge, and all the faithful supporters of Teen SOYO.
We ask for your prayers and love as we begin this new
SOYO year.

New Orthodox Coalition

Aims to Help Youth

Orthodox Christian Coalitions for Healthy Youth
(OCCHY) is a national substance-abuse prevention
network established under the Department of Youth
Ministry in the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese.
This alliance offers the Orthodox Church communi-
ties an opportunity to become more aware of sub-
stance abuse issues, premarital sex and bullying. By
uniting Orthodox Christian Church communities with
public- and private-sector professionals and commu-
nity advocates, OCCHY hopes to create a healthier
environment for our youth. Each coalition promotes
substance abuse solutions, or promotes healthy
sexuality and righteous living through awareness,
education, mentoring and prevention tactics.

Who is establishing OCCHY? The Department of
Youth Ministry is working with the White House Di-
rector of Drug Free Communities and CADCA (Com-
munity Anti-Drug Coalitions of America) to reduce
the instance of substance abuse (alcohol, tobacco,
marijuana, prescription drug abuse) among our
Orthodox Teens. With the support of His Eminence
Metropolitan PHILIP, Very Rev. Dr. Joseph Purpura
and Kh. Kathleen Purpura held coalition meetings in
Greensburg, Pennsylvania; Cleveland, Ohio; Cicero,
lllinois; and Portland, Oregon, to formally establish

the Prst four coalitions in the Archdiocese. Additional
meetings were held in other cities to explore the
possibility of future coalition sites.

What is a coalition for healthy youth? Each local
coalition consists of a board with representatives

of twelve sectors of the community, including the
pastor, a teen (SOYO member), a parent, a local
business representative, an individual from a media
outlet, a representative from the local school sys-
tem, a SOYO youth director, a civic/volunteer group
(The Order of St. Ignatius), a state or local govern-
ment representative, a health care professional,

a law enforcement ofbcer, and a substance abuse
professional. The local coalition works to foster a
healthy community by implementing strategies to
create awareness of alcohol and prescription drug
availability in the home, to make alcohol and drugs
less accessible in the community, to create men-
toring programs during after school hours, and to
develop educational programs for parents, teens
and pre-teens. These coalitions will work to meet the
needs of their local youth and the young people in
the surrounding area of the church, as well as Ortho-
dox youth in the diocese.

What are our strategies for implementation? We are
establishing an OCCHY national board of profession-
als, including medical specialists, business owners
and teen and parent members. The coalitions in
each diocese are created by our national OCCHY
ofpPce. Highly specibed planning, sharing and col-
laborative effort along with solid evidence-based
methods will help reduce substance abuse among
our young people and the teens in their community.
The national board and the Youth Department ofp ce
will offer guidance, professional resources and cohe-
sion to the local coalitions, in addition to creating a
well-documented and evidence-based blueprint to
disseminate information to other faith-based com-
munities and beyond.

What are we trying to achieve? We hope to
create a healthier environment in our Orthodox com-
munities so our young people can grow to be strong
Christian leaders, respectable citizens, wholesome
mentors and eventually, great parents. This year
our young people learned about the warning of the
bishop of Jerusalem, St. James, that Oa man is justi-

Respectfully Submitted,
Hiba Ojaimi, NAC SOYO

President

Laney Wagoner, NAC SOYO

Vice-President

Jonathan Spencer, NAC

SOYO Treasurer
Jason loannides,
SOYO Secretary

NAC

Mara Schuler, Media

Secretary

2010-2011 NAC SOYO

Board
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Department of Youth Ministries
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Are You Looking For Strategies and
Sound Advice to Keep Your Teens
Healthy and Safe?

The Department of Youth and Parish Ministries
is here to help parents and youth workers with the
struggles of substance abuse issues. We also offer
information and resources to foster healthy sexuality
and counteract bullying.

Contact:

FrJoseph@OrthodoxYouth.com
Kathleen@OrthodoxYouth.com

Or check out our website at www.Healthy Youth.com

Talk to your teens and pre-teens about the risks
and tragedies of substance use and abuse!
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Making a Vision Visible

The Antiochian Women and the Convent of St. Thekla

It was July 23, 2010.

A small group of Antiochian
Women were walking down a
narrow, sometimes muddy path.
Mother Alexandra, the abbess
of the convent of St. Thekla,
was leading our way. We were
accompanied by Fr. Edward
Hughes and Fr. Andrew Moore.

The Word 23



Antiochian Women



It can be said

without exaggeration that the
humanity of the human race was,
and is, being preserved, saved by

women — preserved not by words or
ideas, but by her silent, caring,
loving presence”

(Fr. Alexander Schmemann)
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Thirty Graduate from
St. Vladimir's Seminary

With jubilant ceremony, thirty seminarians
from St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological
Seminary received their diplomas at Com-
mencement exercises on Saturday, May 22,
amid a throng of family, friends, and fellow
classmates. Eager, hopeful, and grateful,
the Class of 2010 — among them 12 priests
— celebrated the end of their formal studies
and the beginning of a variety of ministries
in service to the Orthodox Church in North
America and abroad.

Highlights of the joyful day included the
Valedictory address by Fr. Andrew Cuneo,
and the Salutatory address by seminarian Mi-
chael Soroka. The seminary Board of Trust-
ees also bestowed two honorary doctorates:
one upon His Grace, The Right Rev. BASIL
(Essey), Bishop of the Diocese of Wichita
and Mid-America, of the Self-Ruled Antio-
chian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of

North America, and the other on Mr. Albert
Foundos, a member of the seminary’s Board.
Mr. Foundos gave the Commencement ad-
dress, titled “Where My Treasure Is.”

Please view the full story and gallery of
Commencement 2010 photos at www.sv-
ots.edu.



Archdiocesan Of ce

ORDAINED

PURDIE, Deacon James, to the holy priesthood by Bishop THOMAS at St. George Cathedral, Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, on August 15, 2010. Father James is attached to the Cathedral.

KHALLAIL, K. James, to the holy diaconate by Bishop BASIL on September 5, 2010, at St. Mary
Church, in Wichita, Kansas. He is assigned to that parish.

REPOSED

MACKAY, Archpriest Matthew, Pastor of St. Joseph in Houston, Texas, and Dean of East Texas, on
July 26, 2010. Father Matthew was born November 18, 1995, ordained July 5, 1994, and elevated
to Archpriest November 14, 2004. He is survived by his wife, Khouriya Lynn, and their sons Patrick

and Sean.

Dear Friends in Christ,

Thank you so much for your
generous $3,000 gift. We will
put your donation to immediate
use helping the homeless kids in
our shelter tonight.

| would like to share a letter
with you | recently received
from a former Covenant House
resident: “Thanks to Covenant
House, | was able to graduate
from high school and not be-
come a statistic. Thanks to Cov-
enant House, | found hope in a
time of despair. | learned | could
accomplish great things despite
my situation. And | came to un-
derstand that life is not solely
about me, but we are here to
serve a greater purpose.”

This young man who was
homeless as a teenager graduat-
ed from medical school in 2007.
Support from friends like you
is what transforms the lives of
good people like him every day.
Thank you so much for being a
part of the special covenant we
make with our kids.

The People Speak

You, your loved ones and your
intentions are in our prayers ev-
ery day. Please pray for us and

our kids.
Gratefully,
Kevin Ryan
President, Covenant House

June 2, 2010

Dear Sayidna,

Greetings in the name of our
Lord God and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

On behalf of Teleios, may
| take this opportunity to of-
fer to you my gratitude for the
gift from the Food for Hungry
People program. Once again, it
has been helpful in our ministry
both to so-called “at risk” juve-
niles and to inmates who are
preparing to re-enter our soci-
ety. In both cases, it allows us to
put our faith in action with good
works.

Secondly, | am eternally grate-
ful for your blessing on my spir-
itual journey to the Holy Land. |

went with the expectation of an
intimate encounter with Christ.

| was overwhelmed with a
sense of God’'s presence, es-
pecially on four occasions, in
the Holy Sepulchre, the Grotto
of the birthplace of Jesus, the
tomb of the Lady Theotokos,
and while leading the third-hour
prayers in the Garden of Geth-
semani.

| found myself saddened by
the con ict between Palestin-
ians and Israelites. Seeing the
war-torn areas, the collateral
damage of homes and villag-
es, how the Palestinians were
treated as second-class citizens
broke my heart, yet challenged
me to pray for them and the
holy church. It's so sad that in
the land where Jesus walked,
the Christian population is less
than two percent.

Again may | offer my deep ap-
preciation and loyalty.

In ChristOs service,
Very Rev. Fr. David Randolph
Teleios Ministries
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Scouting at St. Ignatius in
Madison, Wiscons in

‘A Scout is Reverent” states the
Boy Scouts’ law. Honorable scouts
show this by being faithful in their
daily relationships with God. Some
go further, through special service
opportunities and learning that
can qualify them for a Religious
Merit Award of Distinction. An-
drew and Sean Schaffer, guided
by their spiritual father, V. Rev. Fr.
Patrick Kinder of Saint Ignatius
in Madison, Wisconsin, recently
completed the spiritual and prac-
tical requirements of the ALPHA
OMEGA Scouting program and
were presented with their ALPHA
OMEGA Religious Merit Award fol-
lowing Divine Liturgy with special
prayers on May 16, 2010. Meeting
with Father Patrick over a three-
year period, the boys learned and
discussed signi cant aspects of
the Orthodox Christian faith. The
ALPHA OMEGA program is bro-
ken down into three sections, each
emphasizing personal life, parish
life and community life, and how
each is important to the faith. The
rst section covers how to read the
Bible, daily prayers, worship ser-
vices and the roles of church mem-
bers. The second section teaches
about each of the sacraments, the
Creed, and how Scouting has many

Communities Iin Action

common objectives with those of
the Church. Additional subjects
include study of the vestments
of the bishop, priest and deacon,
and other church articles. Lastly,
the instruction covers Church his-
tory and architecture, including
a section devoted to icons. The
boys were required to know the
Great Feasts of the Church, their
signi cance, and customs and tra-
ditions surrounding those days.
To emphasize service to others,
service projects concluded each
section; Andrew and Sean rever-
ently cleaned the church building
and grounds, made prosfora , and
helped out at a homeless shelter,
and regularly serve as Altar Boys.
Andrew and Sean spent the most
thought-provoking and rewarding
time with Fr. Patrick. Fr. Patrick
added, “It was my honor to work
with Andrew and Sean and see how
the Alpha Omega program helped
them mature in their faith. This is
my rst experience with scouting
since my youth with the Webelos.
Scouting has become less and less
common in recent years, but | am
encouraged to think that scouting
is still available as a great oppor-
tunity to foster faith, honor, and
good male character in our boys
and young men.”

St. Tikhon's 68 ™ Annual
Commencement

At St. Tiknon’s graduation cer-
emony, Saturday, May 29, there
were two reasons for particular
celebration: two Antiochian Or-
thodox seminary students, Father
John Christianson, and Sub-deacon
Paul Abernathy, received their M.
Div. degrees, and Bishop JOSEPH,
prior to giving the commencement
address, was surprised by the con-
ferral of the Doctor of Divinity De-
gree, honoris causa, for his impor-
tant work in the Orthodox Church
in America.

Sub-deacon Paul Abernathy re-
ceived his Master of Divinity with
distinction for his thesis entitled,
The Prayer of a Broken Heart: An
Orthodox Dialogue with African-
American Spirituality. Paul is from
St. George Cathedral in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.

Father John Christianson is from
the parish of Ss. Peter and Paul in
Ben Lomond, California, and will
be assigned to a parish in the Dio-
cese of Los Angeles.

Prior to his Commencement Ad-
dress, Bishop JOSEPH was intro-
duced by Bishop MICHAEL, Bish-
op of New York and New Jersey of
the Orthodox Church in America,
who spoke of Sayidna’s tireless
work in his large diocese and of his
important work bringing together
the various Orthodox bishops of
California for greater cooperation,
and for sharing and witnessing to
their common Orthodox Faith.

Then it was announced that St.
Tikhon's Seminary was going to
confer an honorary Doctor of Di-
vinity Degree on His Grace. As can
be seen from the photos, Sayidna
JOSEPH was greatly surprised, and
initially said that he was speech
less. But when he received the text
of his address, he spoke with great
eloquence about the challenge that
the Fathers give to contemporary
Orthodoxy, here addressing the



The Repose of the
Very Reverend
Fr. Gabriel White

On July 7, 2009, the Very Rever-
end Fr. Gabriel White fell asleep in
the Lord at his home in Geneva, New
York. On Sunday, July 11", 2010, the
faithful parishioners of St. Michael's
parish in Geneva commemorated
the one-year anniversary of his re-
pose. This event was a sad, yet joy-
ful, memorial of his long pastorate
and of his continuing in uence upon
the faithful of our parish. Fr. White’s
repose was also commemorated at
the Parish Life Conference of the
Diocese of Ottawa, Eastern Canada,
and Upstate New York, by His Grace
Bishop ALEXANDER at the Hierar-
chical Divine Liturgy.

Fr. White was born December 31,
1922, in Sault St. Marie, Ontario,
Canada. He was baptized an Or-
thodox Christian, but was raised in
a community without an Orthodox
Christian Church; therefore he wor-
shipped in the Anglican Church. He
attended McGill University in Cana-
da and graduated with a Bachelor's
Degree in Theology. Afterwards he
served as the priest for six Anglican
missions in Capreol, in northern On-
tario, Canada. During that time he
was ordained as an Orthodox Chris-
tian priest. of St. Michael's Church.
A humanitarian at heart, Fr. White
“died unto himself” so that he might
serve others. He also did missionary
work in Saskatchewan, Canada and
at an orphanage in Mexico. Many
will remember his work of collecting
non-perishable food for the Geneva
Center of Concern and the Geneva
Salvation Army.

Fluent in Arabic, Fr. White (with
Kh. Helen) was assigned in 1963
to St. Michael's Church in Geneva,
New York, where he served for 32
years, longer than any other priest.
He was the pastor of this parish until
his retirement in 1995. After retir-
ing, he served as interim priest for
St. George’s Church in Utica, New
York, for two years. He and Kh. Hel-
en continued to live in Geneva until
his repose last year. Although he suf-
fered from several major illnesses,
especially in the years following his
retirement, he nevertheless main-
tained his famed sense of humor. Af-
ter his retirement, the parish of St.
Michael was served by the Rt. Rev.
Fr. Daniel Grif th (from 1995 un-
til 2002), and since 2002 has been
served by the Rev. Fr. Gregory Mur-
phy. Fr. Gregory says that he will al-
ways be grateful for Fr. White’s sup-
port and guidance, especially during
the early years of his pastorate. Fr.
White was able to serve with him
at the Holy Altar for the rst year
or two, until Parkinson’s disease
made this impossible. The disease

The Very Rev. Fr. Gabriel White
(ca. 1990)

also compromised Fr. White’s voice,
which had melodiously chanted the
Divine Liturgy and thunderously
preached the Word of God for the
32 years of his pastorate. Though
increasingly frail, he was neverthe-
less undaunted, and continued at-
tending the Divine Services (and
driving!) until his body refused to

cooperate with his desire to visit ev-
eryone everywhere. As Fr. Gregory
humorously remembers, however,
the disease couldn’t completely si-
lence him, and it “never stopped Fr.
White from telling me one or two of

his famous stories whenever | vis-
ited him.”

. yo!
Qiiigene®
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Parishioners of St. George
Rise to the Challenge

St. George parish began in
1920 in a blacksmith’s shop
in Bridgeville, Pennsylvania,
outside of Pittsburgh, and for
the last 60 years its home has
been at 610 Dewey Ave. Pre-
dominantly Syrian immigrants
established the church, and
it has been sustained by their
children, and their children’s
children. If you were to at-
tend Divine Liturgy on Sunday
morning, however, you would
be struck by the blond-haired
children squirming in their
seats alongside their dark-
haired, dark-eyed Church
School friends. The parish di-
rectory, too, not only contains
Syrian names, but Irish names,
German names, Italian names.
Converts and cradle Orthodox
together, all have found the
pearl of great price, and all
have gravitated to this church.
As the new century turned,
the faithful members of this
parish looked at their church
and began to ask the ques-
tions, “Is it time?” “Should we
build?” So they formed com-
mittees and consulted build-
ers and began to raise funds.
On a stormy June Saturday,
with high humidity and low
clouds, God held back the rain
just long enough for His Emi-
nence Metropolitan PHILIP
to bless the land adjacent to
St. George’s Cemetery and to
break ground.

This joyous occasion in the
life of our parish began when
his Eminence Metropolitan

PHILIPR, His Grace Bishop
THOMAS, and Archdeacon
Hans arrived in Pittsburgh on
Friday, June 4, and a weekend
of celebration was set in mo-
tion. On Saturday, June 5, our
beloved Hierarchs began the
day by meeting with some of
the parents, teachers and chil-
dren of our parish. The morn-
ing consisted of a dialogue
between Metropolitan PHILIP
and our children. The chil-
dren made garden stones for
the new church and learned
what it means when we say,
“Christ is the cornerstone of
the Church.” In addition, Met-
ropolitan PHILIP and Bishop
THOMAS put their handprints
next to the children’s to create
a poster commemorating this
historic weekend.

The Groundbreaking Cere-
mony was celebrated at 11:30
a.m. where the new St. George
Church will be constructed.
Metropolitan ~ PHILIP  and
Bishop THOMAS blessed and
planted a wooden cross on the
land where the church will be
built. Parishioners, visitors and
friends of St. George Church,
along with local clergy, semi-
narians and dignitaries were
in attendance. Metropolitan
PHILIP not only invited all Par-
ish Council Members to take
the shovel and break ground,
but he invited all the children
of the parish to do so as well,
reminding us that we build
not for our own glory but for
the glory of God, which shall
be demonstrated through our
children and our children’s
children. The Groundbreaking

Ceremony was followed by a
Trisagion service, in blessed
memory of all of our family

members buried in St. George
Cemetery. And Sayidna PHIL-
IP used this service to remind
us that we are all part of the

Body of Christ, past, present,

and future, and building our

church next to these graves is
most proper and tting.

Great Vesperswas celebrated
on Saturday evening, followed
by a dinner with the Hierarchs,
Parish Council members and
members of the Groundbreak-
ing Committee. Our deepest
gratitude goes to our Parish
Council Chairman Matthew
Deep and his wife Catherine
for their leadership within
our community, as well as to
Richard Ferris for his tireless
efforts as the Chairman of our
Building Committee. A special
thanks also is given to Gabriel
and Kim Antypas, co-chairs for
the weekend's events, whose
efforts made this weekend
one of the most beautiful and
meaningful events in the life of
St. George Church. Many faith-
ful parishioners and clergy
celebrated the Hierarchical Di-
vine Liturgy on Sunday morn-
ing at St. George Church. Dur-
ing the Hierarchical Liturgy,
Metropolitan PHILIP ordained
Sub-deacon Bogdan Bucur to
the Holy Deaconate. Our con-
gratulations to Deacon Bogdan
and his family. AXIOS!

The weekend concluded with
a Grand Banquet held at the
Pittsburgh Airport Marriott.
The Master of Ceremonies
was Mr. Joseph Ferris, Vice-
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every dagnakes a derence.

Every dayour parish priest prays with a sick member of your parish family
Every dayour parish priest comforts bereaved family members on the loss of a loved one
Every dayour parish priest counsels the teens in your parish family
Every dayour parish priest works for the health and welfare of your entire parish family
Every dayour parish priest is on call 24/7

Join e Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch
To learn more, call 201-871-1355 or e-mail:
theorder@antiochian.org or return this slip to:
e Order, 358 Mountain Road, Englewoo@y 681




Join us this fall for an amazing event!

I\/(WTng?) ) t§ Heaven

Sponsored by the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Christian Education

Renowned iconoglikerlhocheli andCheryl Ann Pituch

Keynote Addresgegerica  Mathewes-Green
Author oFhe Open Door: Entering the Sanctuary of Icons and Prayer

Presenting a course orThis Bdakating I24h, Anton Vrame
Author and Director of the GOA Department of Religious Education

2010 Orthodox institute
November 4-7 Antiochian Village

For more information, conteoteBepChristian Education
77 747-  Jaodebotonmdwwwantiochiangchristianeducation



