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etropolitan PHILIP has designated
October Youth Month in the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America. Each October we highlight the contributions, activities and needs of
our youth. This year I would like to highlight their
needs. Our youth need Jesus Christ. The need: a
real relationship with Christ that will sustain them
when their faith is challenged by peers, academics, change, loss and fear. Our youth need pious
and holy adults willing to share honestly. Our
youth need mentors who will share boldly and
unashamedly the Orthodox faith delivered to us
from the Apostles and preserved in the Church
without alteration or adulteration. Orthodox
adults, our youth need you.
Our youth need liturgy. Liturgy is the cooperative work of God and His people. It is here that we
join the angelic world at God’s throne to praise
Him and interact with His Word, and to be fed in
the Eucharist. Liturgy by its very nature can only
happen as we gather as the Church. This Church
prayer does not happen at the hockey rink or golf
course. It doesn’t happen watching sit-coms on
television or mowing the lawn. It only happens
when we gather as the Church to be the Church.
It only happens around the Eucharist and around
the bishop or his designee. It is essential to knowing God in the biblical sense of sharing God’s
Oneness and living in Him. We who are made one
with God in baptism are nurtured by God through
His Church in Sunday and festal worship.
Our youth need to be taught to talk to God
everywhere and all the time. Just as we teach our
youth to communicate with us and each other, in
ways appropriate to the relationship and communication, we need to teach our children how to
talk to God. This prayer should happen at meals,
and regular times and places in the home, and
also in personal places and times. Just as the
relationships we have with one another grow
when we practice, so too does our relationship

with God grow as
we talk to Him. This
cannot be taken for
granted; rather we
need to be deliberate about modeling
and teaching family
and personal prayer.
Our youth need
to learn to listen.
Each
subsequent
generation of modern times seems to
have less and less
ability to tolerate
silence. Earphones
are as prevalent as earrings. We need to model
quiet time with God for God to speak, as well as
regular reading of the Scriptures. Relationships
require two-way communication.
Our youth need balanced and healthy role
models from the parish to guide, love and support them. God is Person and personal, and we
need persons and relationships to help our youth
encounter God in their lives. We cannot rely on
the schools and politicians to communicate God
to our youth. Youth need real life examples of balanced and healthy Christian lives.
I thank Metropolitan PHILIP for highlighting
this month for us, and for his life-long commitment to our youth. He has shown his interest in
their spiritual, physical and psychological health.
He has developed camps, Christian education
programs and even encouraged parochial schools
and scholarships for advanced learning. He has
modeled deliberate and thoughtful leadership for
our youth. Please join him in leading our youth to
know God by getting them to Church, teaching
them to pray and developing their personal and
corporate relationships with God.

Metropolitan PHILIP at
the Antiochian Village
with Camp Director Very
Rev. Anthony Yazge.

Bishop JOHN
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Raising Up a
Generation of Leaders

Metropolitan PHILIP
installs SOYO Officers

Under the blessing of Metropolitan PHILIP, SOYO celebrated its sixth annual Leadership Training
Session at the Antiochian Village this past July. Throughout five days, the newly elected diocesan officers went through intense training in which they were given the tools and taught the skills necessary
to lead and succeed in their positions. By listening to various speakers and taking part in different
team-building activities, the officers were equipped to serve the teens in each of their dioceses.
During the first portion of Leadership Training the officers learned about the distinct components
of SOYO and the several programs it has adopted throughout the years. One of SOYO’s largest programs has been OCCHY (Orthodox Christian Coalition For Healthy Youth). The goal of this program is
to prevent substance abuse and promote intervention where it is occurring. This initiative also encourages respect for the human body and aims to build strong leaders in body, mind and spirit. The teens
are taking an active role in this program in the hope of establishing coalitions in their own dioceses.
More information about OCCHY can be found at www.HealthyYouth.com.
There are several committees that the North American Committee of SOYO (NAC) has decided to
promote this year. A major one is the Unity Committee, established at the last Leadership Training
in Chicago. This committee focuses on uniting teens from different Orthodox Christian jurisdictions.
Each diocese was given a specific task this year to encourage the teens there to take part. The idea of
unity itself has become a very popular subject among our teens. Myriam Zakaib, Treasurer of the Diocese of Ottawa, remarked, “I think Orthodox unity is important because we are all here to serve Christ.
We are all brothers and sisters in His name and we should be working together to serve Him. It does
not matter whether you are Russian or Greek, or anything else: you are first an Orthodox Christian.”
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Raising Leaders

Fr. Patrick Kinder, SOYO
Spiritual Advisor for Midwest with SOYO Leaders
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Fr. Joseph Purpura is the Youth Consultant Facilitator for the Committee for Youth under the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North
and Central America, and NAC SOYO thanks the
Orthodox Bishops for their efforts in bringing together Orthodox Christian teens across America.
The diocesan officers also decided to promote
the Transition Committee. During the business
portion of our meeting we had the pleasure of
hearing Jennifer Nahas speak to us about OCF
(Orthodox Christian Fellowship). This is an organization that Orthodox Youth often join during
their college years. Since teens usually do this after their SOYO years, the officers wanted to help
graduating high school seniors learn more about
OCF during their transition to college. Under the
leadership of the NAC board, the teens put together a committee to coordinate the transition
from high school to college with OCF. Hibbah
Kaileh, Treasurer of Diocese of Wichita, stated
that “OCF is so vital to ensure college students
still have their faith to rely on.”
Following the business portion of Leadership
Training, the officers took part in small group activities led by various speakers and small group
leaders. During this time the teens heard several
talks about how to be leaders in the Orthodox
Church. Nicole Tokatli, Secretary of The Diocese of Worcester, observed, “I learned so much
from all of the great speakers, like how to use

the Divine Liturgy as a model for leadership.”
Laura Eisenbrei, NAC Vice President/Diocese of
Toledo President, commented that “the speakers
provided us with insight and knowledge on how
to become successful, not only in the positions
we hold, but in our everyday lives.” The speakers showed the teens not only how to be leaders,
but how to dress and act like leaders. The officers
would like to sincerely thank each speaker for
taking the time to come and speak to them.
During the week, the teens had the pleasure
of having His Grace Metropolitan SILOUAN of
Argentina present during their meetings. He listened to each diocese’s report and offered observations about the youth in Argentina. The teens
were inspired by his stories of the poverty and
the rate of illiteracy in the country, and wanted
to help in any way they could. As a group, the
teens presented a check for $1,500 to Metropolitan SILOUAN in to help improve the lives of teens
in Argentina.
A large component of SOYO is fellowship. The
teens participated in various activities that helped
bond them together and teach them how to work
as a team. After celebrating a Hierarchical Liturgy
on the training Sunday, the teens went out on a
“challenge course.” “The challenge course was
probably the main reason I bonded so closely with
everyone. It taught us how to work as a team, and
really brought us together in the end,” said Hiba
Khouri, President of the Diocese of the East. During one part of the course, the officers were told
not to communicate while doing a team-building
activity. Dylan Fahoome, Treasurer of the Diocese
of Toledo, later commented, “We were told to
be silent on one of the elements [of the course],
which worried us at first. After a few seconds in
the silence, however, we were able to hear God’s
voice. And that was much less worrying, because
we all heard Him, and His wisdom brought us
closer to completing the challenge.” The challenge course brought the officers together and
taught them to remember to listen for God’s voice
despite the loud noise of the world around them.
They learned to apply this in their work this year.

Although they may be surrounded by the sounds
of the world, they have to step back and listen for
God’s voice, and remember that they must center
themselves on Him.
Leadership training was a time for the officers
to meet and gather, in fellowship in Christ. Peyton Powers, Secretary of the Diocese of Wichita
and Mid-America gave his impressions of Leadership Training: “The friendly introductions set
you up for a week of growth, transformation, and
love – but, most importantly, Christ. Being in an
environment of leaders who share your faith is
not only comfortable, but also comforting. As the
week progresses you begin to construct life-long
relationship with your peers, and strengthen your
relationship with God. Leadership Training provides you with the skills you need to become a
successful leader on your diocesan SOYO board,
but also in your church, school and community.”
Jordan Kurzum, NAC Treasurer of the Diocese
of New York and Washington, D.C., enthused,
“The experience was indescribable. I was able to
meet other Orthodox teens who share my passion for working hard and leading others. I was
inspired by all of the fantastic people and lectures
and learned to bring everything I was taught back
to my own diocese to share with the teens.”
The SOYO officers would like to thank sincerely everyone involved. Without Father Joseph Purpura, Kh. Kathleen Purpura, and the youth and
spiritual advisors, none of this would have been
possible. Special thanks go to the Order of St.
Ignatius and The Department of Youth and Parish Ministry. Leadership training not only gives
teens the tools they need to be leaders, but also
gives them time to bond and learn how to work
as a team. The officers have gained the skills and
knowledge necessary to lead our youth this year.
Please contact your regional diocesan officers, or
the NAC Board, with any questions or comments.
Thank you all for your continued support.
For more information go to www.teenSOYO.org.
Dana Zawahri
NAC SOYO Unity Committee Coordinator
ABOVE: Antiochian Village Ajar Auditorium Leadership Seminar. MIDDLE: NAC SOYO Spiritual
Advisor Fr. Fouad Saba and Toledo SOYO Spiritual Advisor Patrick Kinder and OCCHY Executive
Director Kh. Kathleen Purpura with SOYO Leadership. BOTTOM: Metropolitan SILOUAN of Argentina at the Leadership Training with Youth Director Fr. Joseph Purpura.
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Teens with Youth
Director outside I-HOP
after capturing several
SOYO members on
a Saturday morning

Ten Years Later . . .
Reflections of a Youth Director
Over ten years ago, I wrote an article for The WORD magazine, stressing the importance of hiring full-time
youth workers in our local parishes. At the time, I was the full-time Youth Director at my parish in Houston. After years of relying only on volunteers, our parish family finally took the plunge and hired me as their full-time
Youth Director. There was much debate and discussion on whether there was a need for the position. Surely,
some must have argued, “Is this a waste of money?” or, “Aren’t there more important things we need to take
care of first?”

The Shadid family at
St. George in Houston, TX

Youth ministry is
about planting
the seeds, watering, cultivating,
weeding and
watching them
grow, like a
farmer tending
his field, and it all
takes time
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My answer is a resounding, “No!” The longer
I live, the more I realize that if you take care of
your youth first, they will take care of you. Effective youth ministry takes a lot of work, and not
just from one person, but from a team of committed volunteers, and if we are patient enough, we
just might live to see the fruit of our labor.
“Bibles and Beignets,” Wednesday Family
Nights, Thursday night outreaches, trips to the
monastery, Saturday morning “kidnappings” .
. . does any of this sound familiar to you? Perhaps not, but for many of our teens, this brings
back fond memories with lasting impressions. In
case you are wondering, let me explain Saturday
morning “kidnappings.” In these, we would surprise various teens by waking them up early on a
Saturday morning (with their parents’ permission
in advance), sometimes spraying them with water guns (that’ll wake them up!), loading them up
in a van with their pajamas on, and taking them
out to breakfast at IHOP. The look on their faces when we would surprise them was priceless!
Their initial shock and confusion always turned
into a happy smile and a feeling of specialness,
that somebody (a van-full of youth and their leaders) was reaching out to them, somebody cared
enough to wake them up and say, “You’re coming with us,” somebody wanted them to be a part
of the group. Isn’t that what adolescence is all
about? You want to be a part of the group, to feel
accepted and loved.
Youth ministry is about relationships and
cultivating those relationships; it’s seeking out
those who are alone or maybe need a little tug
– it’s even about appreciating those who are al-

ways there. Youth ministry is about planting the
seeds, watering, cultivating, weeding and watching them grow, like a farmer tending his field, and
it all takes time. That is the benefit and beauty
of having full-time youth workers. Our youth get
our full-time attention, not our left-overs. When
I was a volunteer for five years, I worked and was
in school and could only give a couple of weekends a month to our youth. My time was limited,
and consequently, our youth were not as active
back then. The difference was like night and day
once I was hired: I was able to dedicate all of my
attention and time to the youth.
After three years of full-time youth ministry, I
got married and moved to Wichita, Kansas, with
my husband, Fr. James, who was there as the Cathedral’s Youth Director before he was ordained a
priest. The impact that he had (and still has) on
the lives of the young people there for the past
eleven years has been immeasurable. The Cathedral has invested in the Church by hiring full-time
youth workers and is seeing fruit from this vineyard of youth ministry. As happy as we were in
Wichita with our parish family and three children,
who were all born there, we were called back to
St. George Houston to serve in my home parish.
Throughout those nine years I was gone, there
has been and is currently a dedicated full-time
Youth Director. Coming home, I have been able to
witness many unexpected blessings.
My first Sunday back was last October. After
communion, I dropped off my oldest son and
daughter to their new Sunday school classes. To
my great joy and surprise, both of their teachers
were former active teens in our SOYO ten years

earlier. My children would be learning the faith
from the same ones I taught at our Bible studies, outreach efforts and Family Nights. This was
one of the first of countless blessings I have been
able to witness since coming back to my home
parish. Many of those active teens (now adults)
are tithing members, serving the parish in various
capacities. Some are teaching Sunday school and
working with our youth; others help lead Vacation
Bible School or serve on the Parish Council; and
one is co-chairing the Archdiocese Convention
that we are hosting next summer. Another one
of our former active youth members is currently a priest in Texas, another is a khouria now in
Canada, and we currently have one of our former
teens studying as a seminarian at St. Vladimir’s
Seminary – what a joy to see!
I witness, all about me, former Teen SOYO
members who are now new young parents, bringing their children to church, baptizing them, taking them for communion, and educating them in
the faith. The Church is growing; glory be to God!
It is alive! Our children’s children fill the hall, running around in circles and feeling that they belong. After all, the Church is their home. When
our youth become a focal point, the Church becomes their second home. Our children will grow
to love and take care of their Mother, the Church.
When we include “Youth Ministry” in our church
budgets, we are sending a very loud and clear
message to them: WE WANT TO INVEST IN YOU!
I understand that many of our parishes just
cannot afford to hire a full-time Youth Director.
My suggestion is to form a Youth Ministry Team
in your parish, with the guidance and involvement
of your parish priest, consisting of about three to
seven adults, depending on the size of your parish. If you like working with youth, ask your parish priest about serving as a volunteer youth advisor. Age is not a requirement, but commitment
is. Our kids need a variety of people whom they
can go to – male and female, college-aged, middle-aged, and even seniors. We all have gifts we
can share with our youth. One or two people can
take the role as lead advisors. Another thing: send
your kids to camp. I always say, one of the best
things my parents ever did was say Yes when I
asked them if I could go to the Antiochian Village

back in 1992. My life was forever changed after
that summer, and many more summers working
there and at other Orthodox Church camps in our
archdiocese.
If there are retreats in your diocese, drive your
teens there. Volunteer to take them, please. Make
an effort to plug into other youth activities that are
going on in your deaneries and dioceses. In the
words of one of my former teens, “Camps and retreats mold you to become better. They are an exit
away from the trap that we get stuck in at school.”
They will form bonds with other teens that are
like them and they will not feel like they are alone.
Don’t you want your children to make friends with
people who share the same faith as them?
Our youth need to make connections to the
Church. Sports are good, playing an instrument
is great, after school activities are well and good,
but is there room for church in our busy schedules? As my brother-in-law, Nick Hathaway, often
asks, “Do we give God our best, or do we give
Him our leftovers?” If we took a look at our family calendars, we may see how full it is with “other stuff.” Perhaps a full-time Youth Director can
help you and your family fill your calendars with
Christ-centered, life-altering and enriching “stuff”
as well. Who knows, maybe ten years from now
you will witness a real change in your family, both
at home and in your parish, and be blessed to see
the fruit of your labor.

A youth outreach in the
Kingwood/Humble area,
25 miles north of Houston

Gigi Baba Shadid
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A Journey in the Spirit
The recent death of Fr. Peter Gillquist reminds

Searching in the Spirit

us that 2012 is the 25 anniversary of the entry

Imagine that you are attending a religious
conference to examine various theological issues.
The meeting runs all day with intense discussions
from before breakfast until bedtime, and continues for six full days. Then imagine that the conference is recessed, and resumes again three months
later for another six days. Finally, imagine that
this pattern repeats itself every three months for
14 years – dawn to bedtime theological inquiry
for six full days (sometimes more), every three
months, for 14 years.
Imagine further that the results of your inquiry
will be shared with a group of committed clergy
and 2,000 devout laypersons and meticulously
examined by them, people who have joined you
in a search for the truth regarding the Church
of the New Testament. Imagine that what you
learn about the Church in these sessions changes your understanding of the Church, of Christian worship, and of Christian living, views you
have cherished for many years. The changes you
make in your lives will cost many of you secure
positions of leadership in Christian ministry, and
may threaten or destroy close relationships with
friends and family members.
The process described above is a fair approximation of the journey of six devoted ministers
and their flock of clergy and laity from their familiar Protestant world to the mysterious world
of Orthodoxy, previously unknown to them. The
journey began in 1968, when these six ministers,
along with many others, resigned from Campus
Crusade for Christ (CCC), chiefly because CCC
had no church to welcome new Christian converts. The six started and led house churches for
the next five years or so. They then gathered in
1973 (at a religious book-sellers meeting in Dallas) with about 70 Christian leaders who were old
friends, most of them former CCC staffers. This
group chose six of their older members to meet
regularly and search for the true New Testament
Church, committing themselves and their followers to become whatever their search revealed

th

of the Evangelical Orthodox Church (EOC), 17
parishes and 2,000 Christians, into the Antiochian Christian Archdiocese. The journey of
these believers is well-described in the book
Becoming Orthodox (3rd edition, 2009), by Fr.
Peter. With contributions from the two surviving leaders of this quest, Fr. Gordon Walker
and Fr. Jon Braun, this book reminds us of the
many trials and remarkable accomplishments

Fr. Peter Gillquist

of these faithful pilgrims.
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to be true. Fr. Peter was then added, chosen as
chairperson because he was the youngest and possessed obvious leadership abilities. One of the original members quit rather early on and remained
Protestant, leaving the following six members of
the group to continue the search: Fr. J. Richard
Ballew, Fr. Kenneth A. Berven, Fr. Jon E. Braun,
Fr. Peter E. Gillquist, Fr. Jack N. Sparks, and Fr.
Gordon T. Walker. The associated clergy and laity
are too numerous to name, but their patient faith
remains an example for all.
Fr. Jon and Fr. Gordon recall the meeting in
Dallas as being of major importance, because it
established both the commitment of the members
and the ground rules for proceeding. A crucial
meeting in Seattle in early 1975 explored Orthodox history, organization, worship, and theology
in depth, and a later meeting in Colorado confirmed that the authority of bishops was fully
accepted by all.
While these sessions were intense, they were
mostly amicable. At the Colorado meeting, however, Fr. Gordon recalls that Fr. Richard Ballew,
one of the academic leaders, was holding forth
rather forcefully on the need to assent to the authority of bishops. Annoyed by his tone (and perhaps by the topic), Fr. Gordon rose with thoughts
of packing up and leaving, and then heard a Voice
commanding firmly, “Sit down!” He sat down and
the meeting immediately became more amicable,
the group came to accept the authority of bishops, and there were no strong disagreements
from that time on. Fr. Gordon is convinced that
this was a critical moment. Had he or any other
member left, either in anger or in strong disagreement, the meetings might have disintegrated and
the effort come to naught. Fortunately, with the
leadership – and the strong voice – of the Holy
Spirit, their journey continued.
Similar meetings occurred every three months
for a full 14 years (1973 until 1987), routinely
lasting six days and sometimes more. The group
studied and re-studied Church history, practice,
theology, and worship, including ancient docu-

Fr. Jack Sparks at an Archdiocese General Assembly
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Journey of the Spirit

Fr. Jon Braun
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ments (translated and distributed in advance)
that are seldom examined in the Protestant
world. Especially important were the documents
researched and translated by Fr. Jack Sparks
as The Apostolic Fathers (1978). Much of this
academic preparation was performed at St. Athanasius Academy in Goleta, California, under the
direction of Fr. Jack as Dean of the Academy. The
members compared their findings to both Old and
New Testaments. After each meeting they reported to the clergy and laity in their churches, who
faithfully evaluated and then implemented these
findings. Under the direction of Fr. Ken Berven,
the group established Conciliar Press and Again
magazine to share their growing knowledge of ancient Christianity.
Among other things, they learned the following facts about the very early Church:
• Worship was liturgical and sacramental from
the beginning.
• The Eucharist was at the core of Christian
worship.
• The bread and wine were believed to become
the body and blood of Christ Himself, in keeping with His own words.
• Oral tradition was an important component of
Christian teaching from the beginning, and remains so until the present. Oral tradition was
especially important since the New Testament
was not formally canonized (by the Church) until 397 AD.
• Church organization was hierarchical, with a
bishop present in each local church or at least
in each city from very early on (for example,
Ignatius, bishop of Antioch from 67 A.D. until
he was martyred in 107 A.D.).
• Early Church governance took a conciliar approach to resolving major doctrinal and organizational issues.
• The New Testament Church persisted until the
present time as the Orthodox Church, maintaining its unbroken line of apostolic succession.
• The Roman Catholic Church broke away from
Orthodoxy over an extended period, centering on the date 1054 A.D., when a papal envoy
attempted to excommunicate the Patriarch of
Constantinople. Efforts to rejoin the two parts
of the Church failed and have not been success-

ful yet.
• Major points of disagreement included the imperial papacy (the teaching that the Pope is the
head of the entire Christian Church) and the
addition by the West of the filioque phrase to
the Nicene Creed (stating that the Holy Spirit
proceeds from both the Father and the Son,
rather than from the Father alone, as the Creed
originally stated).
Subsequently the Protestant churches broke
away from Rome or from each other.

Serving in the Spirit
With these insights, the group created the
NCAO, the New Covenant Apostolic Order, in
1975. Besides serving as a central organizing
agency, the most important work of the NCAO was
to establish and publish a Statement of Principles.
These twelve tenets, each developed in great detail, would guide all congregations formed by the
group, while attempting at this stage to avoid
forming a new denomination. These principles included, among others, grace, Orthodox theology,
and catholicity.
The transitional nature of the NCAO is underscored by the fact that in 1979 the Order became
the Evangelical Orthodox Church, the group’s
attempt to recreate the New Testament Church.
This step seemed necessary in order to follow the
hierarchical example of the early Church revealed
by their research. At this time the group still knew
little about the modern Orthodox Church. Orthodoxy was rarely mentioned in the Protestant seminaries they had attended, and then only in terms
of “dead liturgy,” and so forth. They met their first
Orthodox priest in 1977, well after they had discovered Orthodox theology, polity, and worship
from their studies. A few members attended an
Orthodox worship service in early 1978, but none
could remember having been inside an Orthodox
church prior to that visit. The first version of the
EOC Divine Liturgy was adapted from an outline
found in an old Orthodox liturgical guide, not
borrowed from an existing Orthodox community.
The hymns were rhymed and metered versions of
the Psalms or of ancient Orthodox hymns, set to
the tunes of hymns familiar to these Protestant
converts. As the EOC experience shows, Ortho-

doxy has truly been, in the words of Metropolitan
PHILIP, “the best kept secret in America.”
While the EOC represented a new denomination, and was designed to be as Orthodox as possible in organization, doctrine, and worship, it too
was intended to be transitional. From the beginning, the leaders understood that entry into canonical Orthodoxy was the goal. But how? Orthodox leaders were courteous and informative, but
wary; none could – or would – lay down a formula
for acceptance of an entire denomination, even a
small one. The group labored on, holding study
groups for their members known as the Weekend
Institute of Biblical Theology (WIBT), an intense
study of Orthodox theology by a congregation
for an entire weekend. These workshops featured
study of the Bible, Church history, and Orthodox
theology, including patristics, soteriology, ecclesiology, the ecumenical councils, and the Creed.
The laity as well as the clergy in these parishes
were living the lives of Orthodox Christians, preparing themselves for eventual entry into canonical orthodoxy.
The story of the EOC’s actual admission into
Orthodoxy is thoroughly documented by Fr. Peter
in Becoming Orthodox. Fr. Alexander Schmemann and Bishop DMITRI of Dallas, renowned
leaders in the Orthodox Church in America
(OCA), offered encouragement and advice. Both
were amazed that the EOC had arrived at Orthodox positions on the basis of their own study.
Nonetheless, the OCA had no mechanism for accepting them. The failed journey of the EOC to
the Ecumenical Patriarchate is all too well known.
Finally, by the grace of God, they met Metropolitan PHILIP and Patriarch IGNATIUS IV in 1985,
and rapidly progressed to become canonically Orthodox in early 1987. To insure a smooth transition, and with the blessing of Metropolitan PHILIP, the six continued to meet regularly for some
length of time after all 2,000 members entered
the Antiochian Archdiocese.

Fruits of the Spirit
The entry of the EOC into Orthodoxy signaled
a number of remarkable accomplishments. First,
these lengthy deliberations demonstrated anew
the importance of the conciliar approach in the
search for truth in the Orthodox world. By meet-

ing in a small council to explore history and theology, and by sharing their findings on a continuing
basis with their other clergy and laity, the group
followed the traditional conciliar system of making major decisions. Second, a large number of
converts, laity and clergy, were brought enthusiastically into the Holy Orthodox Church. Their acceptance paved the way for other individuals and
groups to expect a similar welcome, and also prepared the way for hierarchy and clergy to know
how to respond to such requests. Third, Metropolitan PHILIP reaffirmed the principle that many
clergy can be ordained and whole congregations
can be chrismated in a single service.
As Fr. Peter pointed out in a new epilogue to
the latest edition of Becoming Orthodox (2009),
the former EOC members have made major contributions by helping to plant new churches, evangelizing through the media, leading the effort to
develop The Orthodox Study Bible, organizing
evangelistic conferences, and sparking new efforts in campus evangelism. The evangelistic fervor of the former EOC – called “the evangelicals”
by Metropolitan PHILIP – is still evident in these
numerous programs.
As this history demonstrates, a search for the
New Testament Church requires a thorough study
of the Scriptures, of Church history, and of the Fathers. That study rightly leads the inquirer to the
Orthodox Church and to its hierarchical, liturgical, and sacramental nature and its unbroken line
of apostolic succession. It is clear that Protestants
will eagerly accept Orthodox worship, even those
with no prior exposure to liturgical worship. It is
equally clear that Protestant and Roman Catholic
clergy can become successful Orthodox priests if
their prior teaching is supplemented with appropriate study, exposure to an experienced priest,
and the guidance of an Orthodox bishop. A great
many Christians in other denominations, along
with many who are unchurched, are searching
for the truth, and would benefit from knowing
about Orthodoxy. They should not have to spend
14 years to find the true New Testament Church.
Fortunately, new seekers can follow the path
blazed by these pilgrims directly to the doors of
the Orthodox Church.

Fr. Peter Gillquist
addresses the House
of Studies Students at
the Antiochian Village

Phillip Walker, M.D.
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Christ Is Born! Glorify Him!

ABOVE LEFT: Bishop
THOMAS at the Sacred
Music Institute
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Christmas in July? Absolutely! The sounds of
the Nativity resounded with joy throughout the
Antiochian Village’s Heritage and Learning Center
as the Sacred Music Department hosted the 27th
Annual Sacred Music Institute July 25–29. Bishop
THOMAS of the Diocese of Charleston, Oakland
and the Mid-Atlantic, and one hundred participants
from the United States and Canada, celebrated the
Feast in song and chant through workshops, rehearsals and concerts. Sacred Music Chairman,
Christopher Holwey, added, “It was an inspiring
and moving week for everyone involved.”
Event Chairman Paul Jabara of St. George,
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, Coordinator of Sacred Music for the Diocese of Los Angeles and
the West, Mareena Boosamra Ball, and Music
Coordinator for the Diocese of Wichita and MidAmerica, Chris Farha, coordinated the premiere

of a Youth Music Ministry (YMM) program for 20
teens representing each diocese. Each Diocesan
Music Coordinator selected qualified teen singers,
who had completed an application and written an
essay, to participate in a pilot program funded by
scholarships from Antiochian Hierarchs and individual donors. The teens chosen attended classes
in vocal technique, basic conducting, sight-singing and music theory, taught by the Coordinator
of Sacred Music for the Diocese of Los Angeles
and the West, Mareena Boosamra-Ball. They were
also involved in daily rehearsals and a Nativity
Music Concert directed by Boosamra-Ball. During the performance, the teens sang Byzantine
chant with the Diocese of New England Coordinator and Director of the Boston Byzantine Choir,
Charlie Marge.
“It was incredible to meet all of these people
from all over the Archdiocese with the same musical interests as mine,” said Amber Kiilehua, 16,
from Holy Resurrection in Tucson, Arizona. “And
to be a part of a new program was great!” Basil
Trenham, 13, from St. Andrew in Riverside, California observed, “Being around so many talented
and experienced musicians was uplifting and ben-

eficial. I learned how to improve my singing voice,
so that I can praise the Trinity more fully.” Bringing
together teens from nine Dioceses clearly reaped
benefits. Mary Catherine Honeycutt, 16, from St.
Joseph in Houston, Texas, added, “I know that I’ll
always be friends with everyone from YMM. This
was an experience I’ll never forget!”
Along with rehearsing and performing, the
YMM participants heard uplifting talks from
Archpriest John Finley on “Spirituality Through
Song,” and from Archpriest Gregory Long on
“Twelve Maxims of the Spiritual Life.” Greg Abdalah spoke about “The Young Musician’s Role in
the Church,” and “The Structure of the Divine Liturgy.” Fr. Jason Delvitto also spoke on “The Gift
of Harmony Through the Incarnation.”
Another highlight of the conference was the
Teen Conductor’s Apprenticeship led by Jabara
and Boosamra-Ball for Maria McClatchey, 18,
from St. Mary in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, and
Megan Boyd from St. Luke in Erie, Colorado. After several lessons, McClatchey and Boyd directed
a choir for practice and critique. “It was amazing
to work with singers who followed my direction,”
McClatchey commented. “I really learned a lot

from actually directing a group of musicians.”
As the Youth Music Ministry track played out,
the adult portion of the Sacred Music Institute was
in full swing with choir directors, chanters and
singers attending classes in Introduction to Byzantine Chant and Notation, and Intermediate/Advance Byzantine Chant, taught by Fr. David Barr,
Fr. Michael Vanderhoef, and Dr. Jessica SuchyPilalis; Vocal Techniques and Choral Rehearsal
Techniques, presented by Robin Freeman; Conducting, by Kh. Nancy Hanna Long; Ear Training
and Pitch-Giving, by Jabara; Music for Missions
and Small Choirs, directed by Sacred Music Vice
Chairman, Michael Farrow; Chanting the Epistle/
Singing Ison, with Pittsburgh Byzantine Choir Director, Dr. Stephan Esper; Using Finale for Liturgical Music, taught by Holwey; and How to Begin
a Teen Choir in Your Church, based on the soonto-be-published, Teen Choir Manual, with Elizabeth Beck and Regina Roum.
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DAILY DEVOTIONS
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V. Rev. George Alberts

1. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:27-13:8;
MATTHEW 19:1, 5-8
2. COLOSSIANS 4:10-18; LUKE 12:2-12 (FAST)
3. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:1-10; LUKE 9:1-6
4. GALATIANS 6:11-18; LUKE 16:19-31
Participants in the four-day institute not only
sang daily Divine Liturgy and Vespers, but were
also enlightened by newly composed pieces, as
well as music from the Advent Paraklesis, Hymns
of the Nativity and Para-Liturgical Carols. They
were also treated to performances by the Boston
Byzantine Choir, Pittsburgh Byzantine Choir and
YMM Choir. In “Name that Tone,” hosted by Fr.
Vanderhoef, teens tested their ability to name
a tone in five notes or less! Katarina Galagaza,
16, from St. Anthony in Spring, Texas, took first
place.
The Annual SMI Talent Show highlighted
every teen in the YMM program, in acts ranging from a Shakespearean monologue to Romanian dancing. The Youth Choir brought down the
house with their rendition of “Christmas Around
the World,” comically singing in several different languages. Finally, heaven and earth merged
with a hundred-voice choir at the Divine Liturgy
on Sunday morning.
Plans for an ongoing Youth Music Ministry program at the Sacred Music Institute next
summer are underway. “I definitely want to attend,” said Christopher Rutledge, 16, of St. Barnabas Church in Costa Mesa, California. “It was
great to be with kids who were also interested
in our Church’s music.” As one teen explained
it, “Before I became involved in the music of
the Church, it was hard to know where I fit in.
Someday, I would like to chant, direct the choir
and compose music for the Church.” With God’s
grace and the support of our brothers and sisters in Christ, this ministry will be the foundation that continues to bear fruit, guiding potential choir directors, chanters and musicians to
train for the work of the Holy Orthodox Church.
Regina Roum
St. Andrew Orthodox Church, Riverside, California
Member, Sacred Music Department Board, and co-author of the
soon-to-be-published, “How To Begin and Nurture a Teen Music
Ministry in Your Church: A Teen Choir Manual”
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5. 1 THESSALONIANS 1:1-5; LUKE 12:13-15, 22-31
6. 1 THESSALONIANS 1:6-10; LUKE 12:42-48
7. 1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-8; LUKE 12:48-59 (FAST)
8. HEBREWS 2:2-10; LUKE 10:16-21
9. 1 THESSALONIANS 2:14-19;
LUKE 13:31-35 (FAST)
10. 2 CORINTHIANS 8:1-5; LUKE 9:37-43
11. EPHESIANS 2:4-10; LUKE 10:25-37
12. 1 THESSALONIANS 2:20-3:8; LUKE 14:12-15
13. HEBREWS 7:26-8:2; JOHN 10:9-16
14. 1 THESSALONIANS 4:1-12; LUKE 15:1-10 (FAST)
15. 1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-8; LUKE 16:1-9 (FAST)
16. 1 CORINTHIANS 4:9-16;
MATTHEW 9:9-13 (FAST)
17. 2 CORINTHIANS 11:1-6; LUKE 9:57-62 (FAST)
18. EPHESIANS 2:14-22; LUKE 12:16-21 (FAST)
19. 2 THESSALONIANS 1:1-10;
LUKE 17:20-25 (FAST)
20. 2 THESSALONIANS 1:10-2:2;
LUKE 17:26-37 (FAST)
21. HEBREWS 9:1-7; LUKE 10:38-42; 11:27-28 (FAST)
22. 2 THESSALONIANS 2:13-3:5;
LUKE 18:31-34 (FAST)
23. 2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-18;
LUKE 19:12-28 (FAST)
24. EPHESIANS 6:10-17; LUKE 21:12-19 (FAST)
25. GALATIANS 3:23-29, 4:1-5; LUKE 18:18-27 (FAST)
26. 1 TIMOTHY 1:1-7; LUKE 19:37-44 (FAST)
27. 1 TIMOTHY 1:8-14; LUKE 19:45-48 (FAST)
28. 1 TIMOTHY 1:18-20; 2:8-15; LUKE 20:1-8 (FAST)
29. 1 TIMOTHY 3:1-13; LUKE 20:9-18 (FAST)
30. 1 CORINTHIANS 4:9-16; JOHN 1:35-51 (FAST)

REFLECTION ON

ANTONY BASHIR
If you are under the age of 50, you may not know who Metropolitan Antony
Bashir is. You might have heard his name or maybe seen his photograph,
but it is likely that you have never been introduced to his ministry. When
Bashir died in 1966, the future was uncertain, but we were blessed with
a successor who was in tune with his mission. Our beloved Metropolitan
PHILIP is a man of action who carried Bashir’s baton and ran passionately to
build us to where we are today. But the foundation for these achievements
was laid by his visionary predecessor.
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Antony Bashir
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knew the man. But it wasn’t until I heard the words
of the late Fr. Alexander Schmemman that my spirit
was ignited: “In the history of the church here, in the
kind of spiritual iconostasis of the American church,
[Bashir] certainly would be the Founding Father of
the American Orthodox Church.”
For the past 40 years, I have continued my research, speaking not only with those within the
Antiochian Archdiocese but also those of other
jurisdictions who also encountered this powerful
figure. I collected notes, letters, photos and more
anecdotes that fleshed out the story of this rather
enigmatic leader.
In 1958, Bashir was the guest speaker at the
commencement of the first graduating class of St.
Vladimir’s Seminary. He began his message to the
seminarians with the following advice: “When you
go to your parishes, don’t try to stuff Jesus Christ
down the throats of your parishioners. He waited
2,000 years, and a few more years won’t hurt.” The
seminary professors were a bit shaken up by this
rather strange advice, but Bashir elaborated on
his statement, revealing his true message. “Endear
yourself first to your parishioners. When they love
and respect you as their spiritual father, they will accept Christ in any way, shape or form you offer him
to them. Be like a heavy-laden fruit tree whose bended limbs offer its fruit for easy picking. Be humble,
kind, and loving.”
In today’s fast-paced world, we forget those who
have worked and sacrificed to bring us successfully
to a place of ease and comfort. But history must
not be forgotten. “He is the one who put us on his
shoulders to see over the mountains, so to speak,
and once there, we knew we could climb it,” said Dr.
John Dalack. “He was the man our church needed
at the time.”
At his funeral, the young priest, Fr. Philip Saliba,
offered these words: “No eulogy, no speech and no
lecture is sufficient to describe the greatness of this
prince of the church. When, in the future, historians will write the history of the Orthodox Church
in America, the name of Metropolitan ANTONY will
shine like the stars of heaven.”
My hope and prayer is that Orthodox faithful
will discover the beauty of this man’s zeal and be
inspired to carry on the work that was begun almost
90 years ago. By witnessing his life of action, you
will be enriched and blessed by his faith, words and
deeds.

st. John of damascus
SCRIPTURE AND APOSTOLICITY

icon courtesy of Michael Goltz

“Endear yourself
first to your parishioners. When they
love and respect you
as their spiritual father, they will accept
Christ in any way,
shape or form you
offer him to them.
Be like a heavyladen fruit tree
whose bended limbs
offer its fruit for easy
picking. Be humble,
kind, and loving.”

Actor and philanthropist Danny Thomas spoke
for the entire Orthodox world, and Christians everywhere, when he reflected on this man’s life and
meaning: “Those of us who were privileged to feel
the touch of the strong, helpful hands of our beloved
Metropolitan ANTONY and to hear the wisdom of
his teachings and experience the joy of his most
comforting smile have suffered the loss of a most
priceless treasure on earth, but have gained a new
intercessor in Heaven. May he pray for us.”
In recent years, many have asked me many questions concerning this pillar of the faith: “Who was
this man? Where did he come from? What were his
unique qualities? What did he leave behind?” One
just has to look at American Orthodoxy today to see
the results of his ministry.
His was an intriguing personality; coming from
Mount Lebanon to the welcoming shores of America; embracing, adapting and sprinkling his faith and
knowledge wherever he traveled. He collaborated
with all denominations to promote the true faith.
When friends and family were set against one another, broken and divided, Antony Bashir’s wisdom
and courage was instrumental in keeping the faithful focused on Christ’s love and reconciliation.
Bashir was truly a gifted spiritual leader: frugal, an independent thinker, a tireless worker, a dynamic orator and an inspired author. From 1936 to
1966, he shepherded this Archdiocese with groundbreaking results. Not only did he build churches and
parishes, but he educated and organized his fledgling clergy in America; he introduced the English
language to the Liturgy; he developed departments
such as SOYO, Sunday School programs, Christian
education and Sacred Music; he implemented an
Archdiocese constitution; he established a national
convention to unite our growing laity from across
the entire country; and perhaps most importantly,
he struggled to maintain civility and unity within the
Antiochian Archdiocese of North America and with
the Mother Church of Antioch.
It is because of these numerous qualities that I
have pursued the facts, the man and his story, which
resulted in my book, ANTONY BASHIR, METROMISSIONARY.
POLITAN AND MISSIONARY
While attending St. Vladamir’s Seminary in 1971,
the late Father John Meyendorff recommended that
I consider Bashir’s story as my graduate thesis. My
interest was enthusiastic when I began my research
and conducted personal interviews with those who

T

here has been interest in some quarters
over this past summer about St. John of
Damascus and his contribution to the life of our
faith. This attention to one line of his treatise On
the Exposition of the Orthodox Faith (known
in academia simply as De Fide) brought to my
mind the desire to express for the Orthodox faithful a deeper — and more global — understanding
of his contribution to the life of the Church. This
exploration requires that we approach the subject
from two angles. One is to take a brief look at the

Damascene’s life, that is, to provide a biographical sketch. The other angle is to look more deeply
into the Damascene’s approach to Scripture and
our apostolic identity.
I have read St. John Damascene extensively
for various purposes, especially three of his
works: De Fide (of course), a treatise called Barlaam and Joseph and one entitled The Problem
of Evil. Let us consider these questions: “Who is
this man?” “How did he live?” “Why is he important?” “How did he write?”
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St. John Damascus

St. John was born in the city of Damascus at
some point between 680 and 690 A.D. His father,
a Christian man of wealth and influence named
Mansur, worked very successfully within the Caliphate of Damascus. When John’s father died,
John added his father’s name to his own, so that
he became John Mansur, and he too worked for
the government of several caliphs of Damascus.
While he was still a youth, his father adopted another son whose name was Cosmas. These two
brothers became very close, and stayed close
throughout their lives. As devout Christians, neither of them could bear to stay in the public and
political life of that period. Therefore they set out
together to reside at the Monastery of Mar Saba,
which was in Palestine, outside of Jerusalem.
While at Mar Saba they began to write beautiful poems and hymns. When they began to sing
the music of their own composition, the older
monks were not pleased, and they were branded
as “disturbing elements.” Moreover, when John
wrote a hymn on death, but set it to joyful music, his elder cellmate was infuriated, and ordered
John to leave that cell — and presumably Mar
Saba itself.
The day was saved, however, when the Patriarch of Jerusalem intervened. He quickly ordained John’s brother Cosmas (against his will),
who then became the bishop of the port city of
Gaza. John, on the other hand, was ordained a
priest, but after serving in a parochial ministry
for a short time in the city of Jerusalem, he took
flight back to Mar Saba. There he spent the rest of
his life studying, writing, collecting and arranging
various manuscripts and documents.
While the Damascene’s writings contained
solid scholarship, he himself loved the poetry
the most. One of his finest compositions, for example, is the Paschal Canon which we sing on
Holy Pascha (in the First Tone) when we enter
the church at the Rush Procession: “This is the
Day created by the Lord; Let us rejoice, all nations!” We may indeed love this hymn as we sing
and worship, but we may not realize that it is full
of good, solid theology.
The same can be said when we study the Orthodox Funeral Service: St. John wrote the heart
of it, in which, again, the richest theology is found
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in the Anthem of the Eight Tones. It begins: “What
earthly sweetness remains unmixed with grief?”
I teach a class in thanatology, that is, the study
of death and dying, grief and grieving, end-of-life
issues, and so forth, and I use in that class the
Damascene’s writings in these eight tones of the
Funeral Service. It is that good, theologically.
Finally, many know about his treatises on iconography, in which the Damascene, like St. Theodore the Studite (and others), battled against the
Iconoclasts (the Icon-Breakers). His contribution
was absolutely critical in destroying that heresy.
In the end, setting aside the music, poetry,
and iconography, his greatest contribution was
not that he was a creative or original writer and
thinker. Rather, St. John Damascene was much
more an encyclopedic and historic writer, and in
our Orthodox Church, as well as in the Roman
Catholic Communion, he is especially respected
for his compilation of the great teachings that
preceded him. In this, John Mansur, St. John of
Damascus, was a giant of a man.

The Damascene and Scripture
Having looked briefly at this life, we can
now consider how the Damascene understood
the Scripture. Those who listened over this past
summer to young people competing in oratorical contests would have noted the theme: “The
Bible fills us with eternal joy.” Rather than explore
that theme, let us ask a question: “What does it
mean to be filled?” Is “being filled” something
that happens automatically? Is it something without our own investment, something without our
response, without our action? Does this “eternal
joy” just “fill” us? Or do we have to do something,
in order to be filled?
With these questions in mind, I turned to De
Fide itself for guidance. As I dipped into it once
again, I found the Damascene himself held the
answer to my question. He writes in Book 4 the
following: “Let us knock upon the door [that is,
Scripture], i.e. let us knock upon the door of the
Scripture with diligence and perseverance.” It is
strange to us to see “eternal joy” connected with
“diligence and perseverance,” yet the Damascene
puts them together, and tells us that we have got
to “knock on the door of the Bible” actively. What
is this door that needs to be knocked upon, again,

with “diligence and perseverance”? (I realized I
had a few doors before me.)

The Damascene and Apostolicity
For the Orthodox Christian, the critical door
of the Scripture has to do with the apostolicity of
our faith. This is the central content of the Scripture for us as individuals. When we look at the
meaning, the content, of the Scripture, besides
the various stories, the center of which is the
“story of our salvation,” we ask, What does the
Scripture say about us precisely as persons? As
Orthodox Christians? What is it about the Scripture, which leads us toward our understanding of
Apostolicity?
As we read Scripture remembering our apostolic roots, we discover from the Damascene first
of all, who we always were, and who we are to
continue to be; which is precisely our “Apostolicity” (and our “Catholicity”). We will certainly discover this when we read the Damascene. That is
not enough, however. The Damascene reminds us
not only that we are to be who we always were;
by that same Apostolic Faith, we are also called to
become something. “Become” is an active word,
a dynamic word, a word appropriate to incarnation, one which points to growth in our Faith.
To become is to grow in our Faith; this is not an
innate or intrinsic characteristic of the human
being. Here we can remember the great line of
Tertullian (although not a Saint or Father, nevertheless very influential), who said: “Christians are
made, not born.” It means we are “made” Christians at our baptism and chrismation, but we are
also measured by what happens after our baptism
and chrismation; this is the measure of what we
“become” in the future, and this is a condition of
our Apostolic Faith.
More specifically, to understand truly what is
to happen after our baptism and chrismation,
that is, to understand what we are to become, we
must first align ourselves with the critical teaching of the First Epistle of John. There he says,
“If anyone has material possessions and sees his
brother in need, but has no compassion for him,
how can the love of God be in him? Dear children,
let us not love with words only, but with action
and truth” (1 John 3:17–18). What this means is
simply this: Our love (agape), our “eternal joy”

(which we often heard about this past summer),
cannot be only a matter of words; it must be
incarnate in action and truth. Like St. John the
Evangelist, St. John of Damascus knows this, and
his writings demonstrate his grasp of it.
Finally, all this tells us that our love, the real
“eternal joy,” can indeed be ours through the discipline of reading the Scripture and understanding
its content. In this way, we continue to live with
our roots in the apostolic tradition. The Damascene reminds us that this is only our response to
what God has already given us; we cannot out-give
God. The gift of our eternal joy is a mark of God’s
self-emptying generosity. St. Gregory Nazianzen,
the Theologian wrote about this: “You will never
‘out-give’ God’s generosity, even if you give away
everything you have … and however much you
bring to Him, much more always remains. Nor
will you give anything that is your own, because
all things flow from God” (Oration 14:22). Yes,
the “eternal joy,” as our apostolic faith teaches,
flows from God’s self-emptying generosity; it is
ours only inasmuch as we respond in our Christ
ian effort with “diligence and perseverance.”
In fact, it is the apostolic understanding of the
Scripture itself, especially the Gospels, which reminds us that the eternal joy is not realized in any
other way than when love becomes incarnate in
action and deed. In summary, let me offer this last
saying from the Sayings of the Desert Fathers,
about a certain Father Serapion:
Father Serapion once gave his coat to a poor
man, and as he walked on, he met another man
who was shivering in the cold; he gave that man
his outer coat. Then he sat down, almost naked, holding the Holy Gospel. And when he was
asked ‘Who has taken your clothes, Father?’ he
simply pointed to the Gospel and said, “This is
the robber.”
This is a perfect metaphor for the place of the
Scripture in our lives. The Gospel, and the Bible
from which it comes, “fills us” only if we first let it
“rob us.” To this the Damascene would agree, as
he points us to the Scripture and our Apostolicity.

St. John of Damascus
Scripture and Apostolicity

Biographical Sketch

Father Joseph Allen, Th.D.
By V. Rev. Fr. Constantine Nasr
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ING
On Being
an Orthodox
tho
Mystery
Writer
What does it mean to be,
what does it take to be,
an Orthodox mystery writer?
It’s a puzzle, a mystery in itself.
And then again, it may simply
be just being who you are.
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Kathleen George is living the role on Pittsburgh’s historic North Side and at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral. A professor of theater and writing at the University of Pittsburgh,
in an associated life Kathy is the author now of
six acclaimed mystery novels, a short-story collection, and has recently been nominated for
best novel of the year by the Mystery Writers of
America. Dr. George is also editor of a publication of short fiction, as well as author of several
scholarly books and articles on theater. We spoke
at the end of the summer, when she was occupied
with the unveiling of her latest novel, Simple, and
on her current writing project, a mystery involving a young and soulful musician from Lebanon.
“I’m excited about this one,” says the busy lady.
“I enjoy the puzzle of crafting a mystery. Usually I attach myself to a character I feel a lot for.
This was Marina in Taken, Bridget in Fallen,
Jamilla in Afterimage, Meg and other kids in The
Odds, Addie in Hideout, and Cal in Simple. But
once I’ve fallen in love with a lead character and
figured out what the story is about – that is, what
tasks they must accomplish, what goals, what
struggles of conscience – and who their nemeses/
antagonists are, I suddenly realize that I am also
interested in their mothers, fathers, friends, and
nemeses. Generally, this is how my stories grow.”
And – concurrently – this is how national praise
for Ms. George grows: “Master psychologist,”
“Skillful plotting,” “Gripping-gritty police procedural,” “Elegant language,” “Pushes the edge,” “A
crack writer, period.”
And it all started so simply, Kathy explains:
“I always wanted to be a writer. From babyhood
I was comforted by stories. In first grade I wept
uncontrollably to be separated from my mother,
but then the teacher read us a story, and I was
able to stop crying.” And where, now at 69, does
the motivation come from? Getting a bit metaphysical, Kathy quotes her husband, writer Hilary Masters: “There is only one subject, and if it
weren’t for it, none of us would want to write. The
subject? Death. We are trying to make remembrances of people we have loved. We are trying to
transcend death.”
Later on in our talk Kathy mentions her dad,
whom she loved very much. “He died young. He
was very flawed, as most of us are. Sometimes I
write to keep him alive. He’s a little bit there in

my Commander Christie, a little bit in my good
guy/bad guy Nick in The Odds, and a little bit in
the politician Michael Connolly in Simple.”
How do your creating fiction and your Orthodox faith work together? “Well . . . ,” Kathy struggles some here, “the Church tends to frown upon
separateness of work and faith, but I must be
honest. Some days I feel the two quite separate. I
live in the contemporary world, I read 65 novels
a year and watch cutting-age TV, and I also teach
very intelligent and often cynical students in their
20s. In other words, because of my work, I am
immersed in the world as it is today. Then I go
to Church on Sundays and I feel both grounded
and lighter, accepting – contradictory-sounding
maybe, but I’m drawn to paradox.”
Her faith underlies and supports all her work,
inexplicably. It may not be until later, Kathy says,
that she becomes aware of the larger Mystery she
is part of, and then only in glimpses.
“A lot of people dismiss mysteries as a cheap
sort of entertainment, and that reaction frustrates
me,” Kathy continues. “I like to think that while
I’m writing my fiction, I’m searching for and investigating the truth, as my characters do. If I
don’t believe a particular behavior, I can’t make
myself write it.” She explains how she cannot
write negatively or create unreal, sensational,
blood-seeking villains. Everything has to ring
true for Kathy. “In all humility, this is what I aim
for. I want to know about people – what makes
them good as well as what makes them very
bad. How they think, how their minds work. In
Simple, I have a young woman character, Cassie,
who had a sheltered, home-schooled background.
And to some extent, she’s angry about it. I have
a male character, Mike Connolly, who is running
for governor. He’s handsome, charming, married,
and basically good. And yet he ends up in an affair with Cassie. And there’s a young man, Cal,
who is considered simple because he was once
badly enough beaten to cause brain damage and
blackouts – and because he speaks slowly. I try
to understand all of these real people, what motivates them, what guilt they feel, and what joy
they feel. It happens that one of the people Cal
worked for was a priest who looks and sounds a
bit like Bishop JOHN but has a different name.”
(See sidebar sample.)
Kathy tries to write every day for a couple of
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hours in the early morning; after all, she still has
a day job. She writes on computer, although at
times she’ll handwrite on legal tablets. She most
enjoys the beginning and developmental stages.
Revising and refining become more work, but
she’s very good at massaging. Most good fiction
writers like Kathy follow their characters and let
them evolve their own story. Interestingly, the
crimes themselves tend to become incidental; “I
go along with the folks in crisis and laugh, cry,
feel my heart pound, and often wake up realizing,
wow, I was really into it!”
Her novels are set in Pittsburgh and Johnstown, Pennsylvania, where she grew up. “As a
child, my parents took me to St. Mary’s Syrian
Orthodox Church. The service was in Arabic. I
didn’t understand much of it, but I was aware of
a kind of vibrating/humming feeling. The icons,
the choir, the chanting had an effect on me, this
mystery of Orthodoxy. Also not to be minimized
was the fact that people who weren’t my relatives
looked like my relatives. I was in the bosom of
family.”
“I think Middle Eastern culture comes into my
books partly through my focus on food. Yes, my
detectives stop on the South Side for Mediterranean food, but they also eat bacon and chicken
sandwiches. Food is a big part of our culture. I
can’t imagine missing a meal and neither do my
characters!” Check out the food section of Kathy’s
website: www.kathleengeorge.com.
Occasionally, as time and process allow, Kathy
reflects on the direction and future of her work:
“I notice that much of what I write is a search
for a paternal strength. I think it’s not a mistake
that I named my protagonist detective Christie.
He keeps calling himself a simple man. People are
drawn to him. In fact, I may be in a bit of trouble with my agent for that. Other characters – as
well as readers – fall in love with him. And yet my
agent seems frustrated that I am not writing a female character that has her own huge power and
is not delineated by her need for Christie. As an
artist, I’m struggling with this. How can I be both
a feminist and a strong believer in the paternal? I
don’t know. But I am both.”
Psychologists have commented on Kathy’s
solid portrayal of human behavior. As she explained her process to a group of therapists, they
responded, “That’s just what we do: branching
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motives and actions.” Kathy says she merely becomes her characters, and a number of them, in
order to represent different points of view, as she
learned from Shakespeare, for instance, while
teaching playwriting and directing theater for so
many years.
Kathleen reveals her ideas for what she’s
thinking about doing next, but somewhat reluctantly. Her next characters will enter into real history and she can’t be sure where they will take
her. “But it’s going to be exciting.” You can feel
her energy starting to refocus.
Okay, then, the answer is – especially if you’re
interested in doing this kind of work – being an
Orthodox mystery writer is not easy. Then again,
for a very few it’s only natural.
Dan Siemasko
St. George Antiochian Cathedral, Pittsburgh

In the novel Simple, Detective Colleen Greer and John Potocki are talking
to people in the neighborhood of the church.
“I want to see the church first,” Colleen said. “You think anybody
will be there?”
“Let’s give a holler.”
It turned out to be easy. There were two women cleaning the
church. The altar was as glorious as Colleen had guessed it would
be, all gold and icons and stained glass. “Orthodox. See they
put that cross with the little bar at a slant. And they’re very big on
pictures of the saints.”
“I see that,” Potocki said. He was studying her hair, which he
often did. She had one of those looks like, should it be combed or
did she mean it this way. He knew her well enough to be sure it was
purposeful. He’d seen her fluff up the blond tufts so they looked
casual, quirky. Cheerful hair.
The cleaning women pointed the way to the church office, which
could be accessed through several doorways leading to the rear of
the property. They said the priest was in.
The priest was a tall good-looking man with a beard and a bit of
weight on him. He wore black pants and a black shirt and his clerical collar, but on his feet were white running shoes. He was going
over something that looked like a spreadsheet and probably was.
“Detective Potocki, Detective Greer,” Potocki said. “May we have
a word with you?”
“I didn’t do it,” the priest smiled.
“We’ll be the judges of that!”
Everybody had a nice laugh. Then they got down to business.
When the priest, Father Charles Mansour, heard that it was about
the murder of the law student, he sobered. “You know, the boy you
arrested worked for us,” he said.
“That’s why we’re here. Anything you can tell us?”
“I knew so little about him. He was very likeable. Very . . . humble.”
“Did you ever see him lose his temper?”
“No.”
“Did you ever know him to black out or have memory problems?”
“No,” he said, disheartened. “He’s in jail?”
“Yes.”
“I’ll make inquiry. If he doesn’t have a priest, I’ll visit him.”
“What’s giving you the headache?” Potocki asked, pointing to the
spreadsheets.
“We got roofing problems. We got flooring problems. And our
parishioners don’t have extra to give in a lot of cases.”
Potocki nodded sympathetically.

The Special Olympics
Honors Fr. Anthony Yazge
Fr. Anthony Yazge,
Antiochian Village
Camp Director

Fr. Anthony Yazge of the Antiochian Village
Camp recently brought recognition and honor to
the Antiochian Archdiocese when he was inducted
into the “Hall of Fame” of the Special Olympics.
He was honored with the “Al Senavitas Lifetime
Achievement Award” on May 16, 2012, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
The story of the involvement of our Archdiocese in the Special Olympics began in 1978,
when Fr. Anthony and his cousin, Kenneth Yasge,
then active members of the local St. George Teen
SOYO of Washington, D.C., proposed to our Archdiocese that we sponsor a Special Olympics week
at the Antiochian Village. With great foresight,
Metropolitan PHILIP and the Archdiocese Board
of Trustees sponsored this event, and since then it
has become an annual tradition.
Teens ranging from 16 to 19 years of age come
from all over the Archdiocese to coach special
needs Olympiads, providing campers with the encouragement they need to strive. Our teen coaches themselves have life-changing experiences:
some have entered careers serving special needs
children and adults, while others are simply better equipped now to live sensitive and Christian
lives, aware of the needs of others and less afraid
to serve.
Since 1978, people of our Archdiocese have
contributed countless hours of service, and donated over $1,500,000 for this effort. This investment has allowed special needs children to grow
up healthier, and our youth to grow in their faith
and witness. These young leaders also network
and forge friendships that build up the Archdiocese and world Orthodoxy.
The WORD joins Special Olympics in congratulating Fr. Anthony and encourages the faithful
of our Archdiocese to continue to support North
American Council (NAC) SOYO’s Special Olympics programs.
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The Bible Fills Us With Eternal Joy
“HELLO? ANYBODY HOME?” screamed a lone figure, a young man in tattered
clothing. He had survived many hardships for the chance to become one of the few
people to trek through the Alaskan forests alone. He slowly approached a house in
the clearing, unsure if anyone would answer his call.
“Hello!” came a voice from
within. A figure hobbled out of
the run-down little hut. “What
did I do to deserve the honor
of company today?” queried an old man, bent over
from age, yet surprisingly full of energy and remarkably cheery. “Could you spare me a drink, a little
food, and a place to rest? I am passing through and
I am exhausted!” Our weary young traveler said the
last flung off his pack with a great heave and laid
it on the ground. “Of course! Of course! I insist!
Come in, come in!” bubbled the old man, who took
an immediate interest in the stories of the traveler,
and was overjoyed at having the young man’s company. Upon hearing one tale of how he had crossed
the camp of some fish poachers, was falsely accused of spying on them, and narrowly escaped,
the old man’s eyes brightened and he smiled.
The hermit quickly began to tell a tale from
olden times, one that kept the traveler intrigued till
the end of his story. It was a tale of a man who was
preaching in a town called Damascus, when some
of the locals thought that he was trying to usurp
their power. They quickly made plans to kill him,
but he uncovered them and barely escaped by being lowered through the city walls in a basket. Of
course, we know this story as Paul’s first attempt
to preach the Gospel, but the old man hadn’t given
any names, so the hiker was intrigued by the report, and quickly asked where he had heard that
story. The old man scampered over to a small shelf,
and picked up the remains of an old, thick, leather-bound book. He carefully opened it with the
greatest reverence, and read a section of it that recounted the tale that, minutes before, he had told
our friend, the traveler.
The youth sighed and complained that he had
traveled the world and gone on many crazy adventures just to avoid getting into such a situation. He
claimed that he had left “civilization” in order to
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escape this little black book. He was looking for
his own road to fulfillment. “Alright then,” the old
man grunted, “if it is adventure and fortune that
you seek, I have just the thing for you.” The old
hermit quickly jumped over to his shelf and picked
out another Bible, this one much newer and in
much better condition. He quickly presented the
Bible to the young adventurer, and hinted that it
led to a treasure.
“What kind of treasure?” queried our young
friend, obviously interested in the account.
“Only the best kind! One that, if you manage to
find it, will bring you joy forever!” whispered the
old man. “Nice! I’ll take it! But why haven’t you
tried to get it?” asked the young adventurer, now
skeptical of its authenticity. “I only came into possession of the map a little while ago, and I am too
old to go chasing after such riches. Besides, I am
already happy, I have everything I need.” The old
man replied contentedly. “All right then, where is
the map?” questioned the young hiker, now honestly and entirely preoccupied with the thought of
the treasure.
“It is written in code in this Bible; it is the
last place that most would look for such a code!”
chuckled the hermit, laughing till tears came to his
eyes. “How will I know what the code is, or where
to find it?” inquired the adventurer, after he realized that the code wouldn’t be obvious. “Just read
it, and you will soon find out!” responded the old
man. “All right, thank you!” replied the young man
gratefully, taking the book.
The young man took his leave, thanking the
hermit for his hospitality and the treasure map.
“Well my furry friend,” the old man said to a bear
that had come up to him, “I think that man will find
the treasure. In the words of my friend St. John of
Damascus, ‘The Bible is a scented garden, delightful, beautiful. It enchants our ears with birdsong in
a sweet, divine and spiritual harmony, it touches

our heart, comforts us in sorrow, soothes us in a
moment of anger, and fills us with eternal joy’” (St.
John of Damascus, The Fountain of Knowledge,
Book 4, Chapter 17). He scratched the bear behind
the ear, and Saint Herman of Alaska silently faded
away until he would again re-appear to work another miracle.
Like the young man in the story, we are all looking for that treasure that lasts forever: everlasting
joy. When one is seeking a treasure, one must know
its approximate location. In order to know the location one must have a map, like the old treasure
maps where “X” marks the spot. The Bible is that
map, and the kingdom of heaven is that treasure.
“The kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, who, when he had found one
pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had
and bought it” (Matthew 13:44–45). This story
compares the kingdom of Heaven with a pearl, a
treasure. It tells the tale of a man who deserted all
that he had, in order to obtain that one treasure.
Isn’t that what the Bible says that we should do?
Doesn’t it say that we should leave everything and
follow Christ? Does it not say, “Sell all that you have
… and come follow me” (Luke 18:22).
So why then do we continually try to “re-invent”
the wheel? People are looking for joy in many different places, but only a few are looking in the right
place. Karma? Good energy/bad energy? Good luck
charms? Crazy adventures, big homes and cars?
Why attempt to create new paths to joy? Why!?
Christ has already shown us the way in the Bible;
we merely need to follow it!
The Bible is my personal map in which Christ
Himself showed me, and you, and all of us, the way.
He is our example, our hero whom we need to emulate and copy. He taught us to be kind, to feed the
hungry, to follow the commandments, to visit the
sick, to clothe the naked, and most importantly, to
love your neighbor.
You see, all of the things Christ taught us to
do are about love. “A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one another; as I have loved
you” (John 13:34). He loves us so much that He
gave His life for us. He healed the sick because He
loved them. He raised the dead because of His love
for them. He expelled demons, because He loves
the people. He died on the Cross for us, for the
forgiveness of our sins, just because He loves us.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
The Bible is God’s love letter to us. To me, to you,
and to all of us.
The Bible is what gives us access to Christ’s
words, His life, His teachings. The Bible teaches
us right from wrong. When my friends say that
they think gay marriages are fine, and that there is
nothing wrong with it, they are directly contradicting the teachings of the Bible, as it says in Romans
1:27: “men with men committing what is shameful.” The Bible shows us how to behave, “just as
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve” (Matthew 20:28). The Bible does not tell us
to sit around and let everyone else do the work: it
teaches us to work. “Go to the ant, you sluggard!
Consider his ways and be wise, which, having no
captain, overseer or ruler, provides her supplies in
the summer, and gathers her food in the harvest”
(Proverbs 6:6–8). It teaches us what attitude to
have: “Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!
For His mercy endures forever” (Psalm 136:1). It is
our choice whether we choose to follow the Bible
and all its teachings. And when we take a wrong
turn in the road and are no longer following the
map, God always allows us to make a U-turn in
order to come back to the right road, the road to
Damascus, our road back to Him. Whether we follow this map or not, the Bible map is still the way
to the treasure which is eternal joy. I love the Bible
and I hope and pray that I can follow its teachings.
If I take a wrong turn, however, God always allows
me to make a U-turn, as He did with King David, St.
Peter, and St. Paul.
The Bible is the map that leads us to eternal joy,
but it is also a treasure in itself. It gives us a taste of
the banquet of joy that is awaiting us in Heaven. It
fills us with eternal joy because it leads us to eternal life, which is the ultimate and everlasting treasure. Remember our young traveler? He did indeed
discover the secret to the map that St. Herman had
given him. Forty years later finds him a priest and
a grandfather to ten rambunctious children. His
words are a testimony to the value of the map that
led him to the treasure, as he quotes St. John of
Damascus, “The Bible … fills us with eternal joy.”
Nicholas Watson
St. George Church, Richmond Hill, Ontario
Nicholas, 17, was the Judges Choice for the Diocese of Ottawa
and Eastern Canada and Upstate New York
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August 21, 2012
His Eminence Metropolitan SILOUAN
Arzobispado de Buenos Aires y Toda Argentina
Iglesia Catolica Apostolica Ortodoxa del Patriarcado de Antioquia
Av Raul Scalabrini Ortiz 1261
C1414DNM Ciudad Autonoma de Buenos Aires
Argentina

ORDINATIONS

Beloved brother, Metropolitan SILOUAN,

MOSLENER, Seraphim (Ron), to
the holy diaconate by Bishop JOHN
on September 7, 2012, at the Chapel of Sts. Peter and Paul at the
Antiochian Village Heritage and
Learning Center. Deacon Seraphim
is assigned to St. John the Evangelist in Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania.
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“…y los discípulos fueron llamados cristianos por primera vez en Antioquía”
( H e c h o s 1 1 : 2 6 )    Asociación CIVIL - REGISTRO Nº 1.506.115
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Metropolitan
2012H.E.
ﺃأﻳﯾﻠﻮﻝل
10  ﻓﻲPhilip
،٬ﺁآﻳﯾﺮﺱس

ASSIGNMENTS

ARQUIDIÓCESIS CATÓLICA APOSTÓLICA ORTODOXA
DE ANTIOQUIA EN LA REPÚBLICA ARGENTINA
- ASOCIACIÓN CIVIL -

IGLESIA CATÓLICA APOSTÓLICA ORTODOXA
DEL PATRIARCADO DE ANTIOQUIA

ﺑﻮﻳﯾﻨﺲ

Archbishop of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
Of North America

TERSHAY, Dn. John, to St. Athana،٬ﺍاﻟﻤﺘﺮﻭوﺑﻮﻟﻴﯿﺖ ﻓﻴﯿﻠﻴﯿﺐ ﺻﻠﻴﯿﺒﺎ ﺍاﻟﺠﺰﻳﯾﻞ ﺍاﻻﺣﺘﺮﺍاﻡم
ﺍاﻟﺴﻴﯿﺎﺩدﺓة
Buenos Aires,
July ﺻﺎﺣﺐ
27 2012
!ﺑﻴﯿﻨﻨﺎ
ﻭوﻓﻴﯿﻤﺎ
ﻣﻌﻨﺎ
ﺍاﻟﻤﺴﻴﯿﺢ
sius Church in Sacramento, CaliforYour Eminence, beloved Saiedna Philip,
،٬ﺍاﻟﻤﺆﺗﻤﺮﺍاﺕت
 ﺁآﺏب ﺍاﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﺴﺘﻌﻴﯿﺪﻭوﻥن ﻓﻴﯿﻬﮭﺎ ﺃأﻫﮬﮪھﻤﻴﯿﺔ ﻋﻤﻞ21 ﺃأﺷﻜﺮﻛﻢ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺭرﺳﺎﻟﺘﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟﺒﺮﻳﯾﺪﻳﯾﺔ ﺑﺘﺎﺭرﻳﯾﺦ
nia, effective September 1, 2012.
Christ is in our midst!
th

ﺃأﻣﻴﯿﺮﻛﺎ
ﺍاﻷﺭرﺛﻮﺫذﻛﺴﻴﯿﺔ
ﺍاﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺔ
ﺻﺮﺡح
ﻓﻲ ﺑﻨﺎء
،٬ ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻡمheld
ﺍاﻷﺑﺮﺷﻲ
ﺍاﻟﻜﻬﮭﻨﻮﺗﻲ ﺃأﻭو
Symposium
at the Antiochian
Village. Itﺳﻮﺍاء
was
First ﻓﻲ
of all,ﺍاﻷﻧﻄﺎﻛﻴﯿﺔ
I would like to
thank you for inviting
me to
the 17 Clergy
an honor to ﻭوﺩدﻋﻮﺗﻜﻢ
be one of the main
speakers.
It is your
way
of showing
respect to the
least
of the brothers,
in the honor
of our
ﺍاﻟﻜﺮﻳﯾﻤﺔ ﻟﻲ
ﺍاﻟﻜﻬﮭﻨﺔ
ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮ
ﻓﻲ
ﺍاﻟﺒﺴﻴﯿﻄﺔ
ﻣﺸﺎﺭرﻛﺘﻲ
ﺇإﻟﻰ
ﺍاﻟﻜﺮﻳﯾﻤﺔ
ﻭوﺇإﺷﺎﺭرﺗﻜﻢ
،٬ﺍاﻟﺸﻤﺎﻟﻴﯿﺔ
Church in Argentina. It is your way too of edifying me in many ways by opening the door for me to come to know your
faithful co-workers and have a look on the work of their respective departments.
.ﻟﻼﺷﺘﺮﺍاﻙك ﻓﻲ ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮﺍاﺗﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟﻘﺎﺩدﻣﺔ
Yourﻓﻲ
love ﺍاﻟﺤﺎﻟﻲ
for the Church
andﺍاﻷﺑﺮﺷﻴﯿﺔ
your longingﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮ
for its growth
it becomes
glorious spouse
of Christ
Eph. 5:25-27)
ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮ
ﻭوﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻡم
 ﻓﻲuntill
ﺍاﻟﻤﺎﺿﻲ
ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻡمtheﻣﺸﺎﺭرﻛﺘﻲ
ﺧﺒﺮﺓة
( ﺍاﻥنCf.
،٬ﺑﺎﻟﻔﻌﻞ
is a real consolation and support to those who draw near to Your Eminence, along with your keen attendance to them
with your characteristic
paternal
affectionﺑﺴﺒﺐ
and hospitality.
Iﻭوﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎ
am grateful for
your
precious
dedicated
in attending
ًﺟﺪﺍاtimeﻫﮬﮪھﺎﻣﺔ
ﺍاﻟﻄﻮﻳﯾﻠﺔ ﻓﻲ
ﺧﺒﺮﺗﻜﻢ
ﻣﻦ
ﺍاﻻﺳﺘﻔﺎﺩدﺓة
ﺳﻴﯿﻤﺎ
،٬
ﻟﻲ
ﺑﺎﻟﻨﺴﺒﺔ
ﻛﺎﻧﺖ
،٬ﺍاﻟﻜﻬﮭﻨﺔ
to me, and for providing me with the necessary help and orientation for the growth of our Church. I appreciate your
capacityﺍاﻟﺴﺎﺩدﺓة
of organization,
your willingness,
and all
your achievements.
،٬ﺍاﻷﺳﺎﻗﻔﺔ
،٬ﻣﻌﺎﻭوﻧﻴﯿﻜﻢ
ﺍاﻟﺘﻘﻴﯿﺘﻪﮫ ﻣﻦyour
ﻣﻦcommitment
ﻭوﻣﺤﺒﺔ ﺟﻤﻴﯿﻊ
ﻟﻤﺤﺒﺘﻜﻢ
 ﺃأﻛﺮﺭر ﻟﻜﻢ ﺍاﻣﺘﻨﺎﻧﻲ.ﺧﺪﻣﺔ ﺍاﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺔ
I also admire
to the vocation
your patron
saint, the Apostle
Philip,ﻣﻦ
whenﻭوﺍاﻟﻌﺪﻳﯾﺪ
the latter ،٬ﺍاﻷﺟﻼء
invited Nathanael
ﺻﺎﺣﺐ
ﺃأﻁطﻠﻌﺖyourﻗﺪfaithfulness
ﺍاﻟﺨﺼﻮﺹص ﺃأﻧﻲ
ﺑﻬﮭﺬﺍاofﻭوﺃأﺷﻴﯿﺮ
.ﺍاﻟﻤﻠﺘﺰﻣﻴﯿﻦ
ﺍاﻟﻌﻠﻤﺎﻧﻴﯿﻴﯿﻦ
ﺍاﻵﺑﺎء
to “come and see” (Jn 1:46). As a good shepherd, you transformed this invitation into an occasion for me to “see” the
work being achieved by your beloved
sheep andﺍاﻟﻬﮭﺎﺗﻔﻲ
to learn from
them, toﺗﻌﺬﺭر
get stronger
for our
Churchﻋﻠﻰ
in Argentina.
.ﺑﺪﻣﺸﻖ
ﺍاﻻﺗﺼﺎﻝل
ﺴﺒﺐin ﺑhope
،٬ﻛﺘﺎﺑﺔ
،٬ﺳﻔﺮﻱي
ﺍاﻟﻐﺒﻄﺔ
held in Chicago,
this year ً ﺎin
the 17ﺃأﺷﻜﺮﻛﻢ
Bienial Clergy
Having
partiallyﻋﻤﺎ
last year
ُ 51 Convention
ﻭوﻋﻤﺎSymposium,
،٬ﺟﻬﮭﺔparticipated
ﻣﻦ
ﺧﺎﻟﺠﻨﻲ
ﻓﻴﯿﻬﮭﺎin the
ﻋﺒﺮﺕت
ﺍاﻟﺮﺳﺎﺋﻞ ﺍاﻟﺘﻲ
 ﺑﻨﺸﺮand
ﻟﺘﻔﻜﻴﯿﺮﻛﻢ
ﺃأﻳﯾﻀ
I am amazed for the work achieved, the spirit of dedication and seriousness, the organization that is being
implemented,
along
with
the
pastoral
work
of
the
Clergy
and
the
activities
and
projects
of
the
Departments
had
ﻣﺸﺎﺭرﻛﺔ
 ﻛﺘﻌﺒﻴﯿﺮ ﺑﺴﻴﯿﻂ ﻋﻦ،٬ ﻋﺴﻰ ﻳﯾﻜﻮﻥن ﻓﻴﯿﻬﮭﺎ ﻣﻨﻌﻔﺔ ﻟﻠﻘﺮﺍاء. ﻣﻦ ﺟﻬﮭﺔ ﺃأﺧﺮﻯى،٬ﻋﻨﺪﻛﻢthatُﻪﮫIﺧﺒﺮﺗ
the opportunity to see, such as of the Antiochian Women, of the Fellowship of Saint John the Divine and of the SOYO.
.ﺍاﻟﺮﺳﺎﺋﻞ
ﻫﮬﮪھﺬﻩه
ﻋﻦ
ﺍاﻟﻜﺘﺮﻭوﻧﻴﯿﺔ
ﻧﺴﺨﺔ
ﻁطﻴﯿﻪﮫ
.
ﻛﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎ
ﺿﻤﻦ
ﺃأﺭرﺛﻮﺫذﻛﺴﻴﯿﺔ
ﺷﻬﮭﺎﺩدﺓة
ﻭو
I felt enriched by all. Everything is edifying and beyond any expectation consolating, for the very fact of sharing between
brethren.
I ﻓﺎﺭرﺱس
also got humbled
by your
reality,
mostly by that
of Your Eminence
and that of all Their
Graces
the diocesan
.ﺍاﻟﺸﺄﻥن
ﺑﻬﮭﺬﺍا
ﻧﺠﺎﺩد
ﺍاﻟﺴﻴﯿﺪ
ﻟﺪﻯى
ﻭوﺗﻮﺳﻄﻜﻢ
،٬
ﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎ
ﺍاﻟﻤﺎﺩدﻱي
ﺑﺎﻟﻤﻮﺿﻮﻉع
ﺘﻤﺎﻛﻢ
ﺍاﻫﮬﮪھ
ﺃأﺷﻜﺮ
bishops. Would it occur to me to complain about anything, I shall remember your faith, struggle and patience.
.ﻟﻢ ﺗﺼﻠﻨﻲ ﻓﻲ ﺭرﺳﺎﻟﺘﻜﻢ ﻟﻲ ﻣﺎ ﺗﺸﻴﯿﺮﻭوﻥن ﺇإﻟﻴﯿﻪﮫ ﺑﺨﺼﻮﺹص ﺭرﺳﺎﻟﺘﻜﻢ ﺇإﻟﻰ ﺍاﻟﺴﻴﯿﺪ ﻧﺠﺎﺩد ﻓﺎﺭرﺱس
I am still astonished by the place given to our Church in Argentina not only in the Symposium but also in your heart.
Your concern
about
us andﻋﻠﻰ
your ﻤﺴﻌﻰ
inquiry ﺑof ،٬ﺑﻬﮭﺪﻭوء
how you can
extend،٬ﺑﺴﻴﯿﻄﺔ
a helpingﻫﮬﮪھﻲ
handﻫﮬﮪھﻬﮭﻨﺎ
is really
amazing.ﺷﻬﮭﺎﺩدﺓة
The spontaneous
ﺃأﺭرﺟﻮ ﺃأﻥن
،٬ﻁطﻮﻳﯾﻞ
ﺩدﺭرﺏب
ﺗﺘﻜﻮﻥن
ﻛﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎ
ﺇإﻥن
sense of solidarity of all the clergy expressed on the last day was unique. This heartfelt generosity shall be - and it is - a
ً ﺑﺴﺘﺎﻧﺎ
ً ﻳﯾﺘﺒﻠﻮﺭر ﻳﯾﻮﻣﺎ
to
reminder
of our Lord´s
providence
to us. All ﺗﺴﺒﺢ
togetherﻗﻠﻴﯿﻠﺔ
wereﺯزﻫﮬﮪھﻮﺭر
moving in
spirit of the
themeﻟﻴﯿﺼﻴﯿﺮ
of the 52ﻣﺎConvention
.ﺑﺄﺩدﻋﻴﯿﺘﻜﻢ
ﻣﻤﻜﻦ
 ﻫﮬﮪھﺬﺍا.ﺍاﻟﺨﺎﻟﻖ
ﻣﻊtheًﺻﻐﻴﯿﺮﺍا
be held in Houston next year.
.ﺃأﻧﺘﻬﮭﺰ ﺍاﻟﻔﺮﺻﺔ ﻟﻤﻌﺎﻳﯾﺪﺗﻜﻢ ﺑﻌﻴﯿﺪ ﺭرﻓﻊ ﺍاﻟﺼﻠﻴﯿﺐ ﺍاﻟﻜﺮﻳﯾﻢ
th

DONATIONS TO
THE WORD
May, June and July 2012
Kh. Janet David
$500
In memory of V. Rev. Fr. Samuel David
for his 13th year with the Lord
Rt. Rev. Bishop JOHN Abdalah $100
Mr. Jason J Dudum
$100
Ms. Corinne Mudarri
$100
George and Laila Salloum
$50
Mr. and Mrs. William Shadid
$50
Mr. and Mrs. Connie M. Pavlakos
$25
In Honor of John and Alice Tiches
Mrs. Rose Zrake
$25
In memory of George Abodeely, Jr.
Mrs. Kathleen Wooster
Mr. Michael Najar
George and Constance Matook
Ms. Jeannette Hayek Aljamal

$20
$20
$20
$15

st

Saiedna,

I feel happy for your Archdiocese´s growth and success; your dreams are becoming true. And all the hardships endured
for the sake of Christ and love of your ﬂock is bearing abundant fruits. I rejoice for everything that is being achieved.
May we, in Argentina, always be inspired by your example and model, emulate your dedication and the unshaken love
 ﺳﻠﻮﺍاﻥن+
of your faith.

،٬ﺍاﻟﻤﺴﺘﻤﺪ ﺃأﺩدﻋﻴﯿﺘﻜﻢ

ﻣﺘﺮﻭوﺑﻮﻟﻴﯿﺖ ﺑﻮﻳﯾﻨﺲ ﺁآﻳﯾﺮﺱس ﻭوﺳﺎﺋﺮ ﺍاﻷﺭرﺟﻨﺘﻴﯿﻦ

In conclusion, I feel utterly enriched by the virtues of those whom I met: Yours in the ﬁrst place, then of Their Graces the
Bishops, your clergy and not the least your laity. The men and women of the Antiochian Orthodox Church, all of them
have ﬁlled me with their love, respect and generosity. They all together reﬂect the attitude of their Father and Shepherd.
May our Lord give you many years leading your beloved ﬂock to the pasture of salvation!
Asking for your prayers,
+ Silouan
Metropolitan of Buenos Aires and all Argentina

I am still under the spell of your beautiful presence with us at the Antiochian Village for
our Clergy and Hierarchs Symposium. This is one of the most important events which
take place in our Archdiocese together with the Archdiocese Convention. It gives us an
opportunity to renew our fellowship and brotherhood, to study the present and plan for
the future. Without faithful and committed clergy and auxiliary bishops, I cannot do
much for this Archdiocese, hence, the importance of our Conventions and Symposia.
Your saintly presence with us and the piety which you reflected by talking to us
permeated my heart and the hearts of all our clergy. Thus, we expect to see you with us
at every Symposium and I don’t mind if his Beatitude, our father in Christ, Patriarch
Ignatius will become aware of your visits to North America.
Enclosed please find a brief note which I sent to Nijad Fares with your well written letter
about the condition of your Archdiocese in Argentina. Prayerfully and hopefully, the
Fares Foundation will respond positively to your needs. Rest assured that you are
always in my thoughts and supplications.
Your brother in Christ,

Metropolitan PHILIP, Primate
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
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 ﺃأﻳﯾﻠﻮﻝل10  ﻓﻲ،٬ﺑﻮﻳﯾﻨﺲ ﺁآﻳﯾﺮﺱس

،٬ﺻﺎﺣﺐ ﺍاﻟﺴﻴﯿﺎﺩدﺓة ﺍاﻟﻤﺘﺮﻭوﺑﻮﻟﻴﯿﺖ ﻓﻴﯿﻠﻴﯿﺐ ﺻﻠﻴﯿﺒﺎ ﺍاﻟﺠﺰﻳﯾﻞ ﺍاﻻﺣﺘﺮﺍاﻡم
!ﺍاﻟﻤﺴﻴﯿﺢ ﻣﻌﻨﺎ ﻭوﻓﻴﯿﻤﺎ ﺑﻴﯿﻨﻨﺎ
،٬ ﺁآﺏب ﺍاﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﺴﺘﻌﻴﯿﺪﻭوﻥن ﻓﻴﯿﻬﮭﺎ ﺃأﻫﮬﮪھﻤﻴﯿﺔ ﻋﻤﻞ ﺍاﻟﻤﺆﺗﻤﺮﺍاﺕت21 ﺃأﺷﻜﺮﻛﻢ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺭرﺳﺎﻟﺘﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟﺒﺮﻳﯾﺪﻳﯾﺔ ﺑﺘﺎﺭرﻳﯾﺦ
 ﻓﻲ ﺑﻨﺎء ﺻﺮﺡح ﺍاﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺔ ﺍاﻷﺭرﺛﻮﺫذﻛﺴﻴﯿﺔ ﺍاﻷﻧﻄﺎﻛﻴﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺃأﻣﻴﯿﺮﻛﺎ،٬ﺳﻮﺍاء ﺍاﻟﻜﻬﮭﻨﻮﺗﻲ ﺃأﻭو ﺍاﻷﺑﺮﺷﻲ ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻡم
 ﻭوﺇإﺷﺎﺭرﺗﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟﻜﺮﻳﯾﻤﺔ ﺇإﻟﻰ ﻣﺸﺎﺭرﻛﺘﻲ ﺍاﻟﺒﺴﻴﯿﻄﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮ ﺍاﻟﻜﻬﮭﻨﺔ ﻭوﺩدﻋﻮﺗﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟﻜﺮﻳﯾﻤﺔ ﻟﻲ،٬ﺍاﻟﺸﻤﺎﻟﻴﯿﺔ
.ﻟﻼﺷﺘﺮﺍاﻙك ﻓﻲ ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮﺍاﺗﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟﻘﺎﺩدﻣﺔ
 ﺍاﻥن ﺧﺒﺮﺓة ﻣﺸﺎﺭرﻛﺘﻲ ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻡم ﺍاﻟﻤﺎﺿﻲ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮ ﺍاﻷﺑﺮﺷﻴﯿﺔ ﻭوﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻡم ﺍاﻟﺤﺎﻟﻲ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮ،٬ﺑﺎﻟﻔﻌﻞ
 ﺳﻴﯿﻤﺎ ﺑﺴﺒﺐ ﺍاﻻﺳﺘﻔﺎﺩدﺓة ﻣﻦ ﺧﺒﺮﺗﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟﻄﻮﻳﯾﻠﺔ ﻓﻲ،٬ ﻛﺎﻧﺖ ﻫﮬﮪھﺎﻣﺔ ﺟﺪﺍاً ﺑﺎﻟﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻟﻲ ﻭوﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎ،٬ﺍاﻟﻜﻬﮭﻨﺔ
،٬ ﺍاﻟﺴﺎﺩدﺓة ﺍاﻷﺳﺎﻗﻔﺔ،٬ ﺃأﻛﺮﺭر ﻟﻜﻢ ﺍاﻣﺘﻨﺎﻧﻲ ﻟﻤﺤﺒﺘﻜﻢ ﻭوﻣﺤﺒﺔ ﺟﻤﻴﯿﻊ ﻣﻦ ﺍاﻟﺘﻘﻴﯿﺘﻪﮫ ﻣﻦ ﻣﻌﺎﻭوﻧﻴﯿﻜﻢ.ﺧﺪﻣﺔ ﺍاﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺔ
 ﻭوﺃأﺷﻴﯿﺮ ﺑﻬﮭﺬﺍا ﺍاﻟﺨﺼﻮﺹص ﺃأﻧﻲ ﻗﺪ ﺃأﻁطﻠﻌﺖ ﺻﺎﺣﺐ. ﻭوﺍاﻟﻌﺪﻳﯾﺪ ﻣﻦ ﺍاﻟﻌﻠﻤﺎﻧﻴﯿﻴﯿﻦ ﺍاﻟﻤﻠﺘﺰﻣﻴﯿﻦ،٬ﺍاﻵﺑﺎء ﺍاﻷﺟﻼء
. ﺑﺴﺒﺐ ﺗﻌﺬﺭر ﺍاﻻﺗﺼﺎﻝل ﺍاﻟﻬﮭﺎﺗﻔﻲ ﺑﺪﻣﺸﻖ،٬ ﻛﺘﺎﺑﺔ،٬ﺍاﻟﻐﺒﻄﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺳﻔﺮﻱي
ُ
 ﻭوﻋﻤﺎ،٬ﻋﺒﺮﺕت ﻓﻴﯿﻬﮭﺎ ﻋﻤﺎ ﺧﺎﻟﺠﻨﻲ ﻣﻦ ﺟﻬﮭﺔ
ﺃأﺷﻜﺮﻛﻢ ﺃأﻳﯾﻀﺎ ً ﻟﺘﻔﻜﻴﯿﺮﻛﻢ ﺑﻨﺸﺮ ﺍاﻟﺮﺳﺎﺋﻞ ﺍاﻟﺘﻲ
 ﻛﺘﻌﺒﻴﯿﺮ ﺑﺴﻴﯿﻂ ﻋﻦ ﻣﺸﺎﺭرﻛﺔ،٬ ﻋﺴﻰ ﻳﯾﻜﻮﻥن ﻓﻴﯿﻬﮭﺎ ﻣﻨﻌﻔﺔ ﻟﻠﻘﺮﺍاء. ﻣﻦ ﺟﻬﮭﺔ ﺃأﺧﺮﻯى،٬ﺧﺒﺮﺗُﻪﮫ ﻋﻨﺪﻛﻢ
. ﻁطﻴﯿﻪﮫ ﻧﺴﺨﺔ ﺍاﻟﻜﺘﺮﻭوﻧﻴﯿﺔ ﻋﻦ ﻫﮬﮪھﺬﻩه ﺍاﻟﺮﺳﺎﺋﻞ.ﻭوﺷﻬﮭﺎﺩدﺓة ﺃأﺭرﺛﻮﺫذﻛﺴﻴﯿﺔ ﺿﻤﻦ ﻛﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎ
. ﻭوﺗﻮﺳﻄﻜﻢ ﻟﺪﻯى ﺍاﻟﺴﻴﯿﺪ ﻧﺠﺎﺩد ﻓﺎﺭرﺱس ﺑﻬﮭﺬﺍا ﺍاﻟﺸﺄﻥن،٬ﺃأﺷﻜﺮ ﺍاﻫﮬﮪھﺘﻤﺎﻛﻢ ﺑﺎﻟﻤﻮﺿﻮﻉع ﺍاﻟﻤﺎﺩدﻱي ﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎ
.ﻟﻢ ﺗﺼﻠﻨﻲ ﻓﻲ ﺭرﺳﺎﻟﺘﻜﻢ ﻟﻲ ﻣﺎ ﺗﺸﻴﯿﺮﻭوﻥن ﺇإﻟﻴﯿﻪﮫ ﺑﺨﺼﻮﺹص ﺭرﺳﺎﻟﺘﻜﻢ ﺇإﻟﻰ ﺍاﻟﺴﻴﯿﺪ ﻧﺠﺎﺩد ﻓﺎﺭرﺱس
 ﺃأﺭرﺟﻮ ﺃأﻥن،٬ ﺑﻤﺴﻌﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺩدﺭرﺏب ﻁطﻮﻳﯾﻞ،٬ ﺗﺘﻜﻮﻥن ﺑﻬﮭﺪﻭوء،٬ﺇإﻥن ﺷﻬﮭﺎﺩدﺓة ﻛﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎ ﻫﮬﮪھﻬﮭﻨﺎ ﻫﮬﮪھﻲ ﺑﺴﻴﯿﻄﺔ
. ﻫﮬﮪھﺬﺍا ﻣﻤﻜﻦ ﺑﺄﺩدﻋﻴﯿﺘﻜﻢ.ﻳﯾﺘﺒﻠﻮﺭر ﻳﯾﻮﻣﺎ ً ﻣﺎ ﻟﻴﯿﺼﻴﯿﺮ ﺑﺴﺘﺎﻧﺎ ً ﺻﻐﻴﯿﺮﺍاً ﻣﻊ ﺯزﻫﮬﮪھﻮﺭر ﻗﻠﻴﯿﻠﺔ ﺗﺴﺒﺢ ﺍاﻟﺨﺎﻟﻖ
.ﺃأﻧﺘﻬﮭﺰ ﺍاﻟﻔﺮﺻﺔ ﻟﻤﻌﺎﻳﯾﺪﺗﻜﻢ ﺑﻌﻴﯿﺪ ﺭرﻓﻊ ﺍاﻟﺼﻠﻴﯿﺐ ﺍاﻟﻜﺮﻳﯾﻢ
،٬ﺍاﻟﻤﺴﺘﻤﺪ ﺃأﺩدﻋﻴﯿﺘﻜﻢ
 ﺳﻠﻮﺍاﻥن+
ﻣﺘﺮﻭوﺑﻮﻟﻴﯿﺖ ﺑﻮﻳﯾﻨﺲ ﺁآﻳﯾﺮﺱس ﻭوﺳﺎﺋﺮ ﺍاﻷﺭرﺟﻨﺘﻴﯿﻦ

P. S. We will be publishing your notes on your trip to the Clergy Symposium in our
Word Magazine.
MP:jbh
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Very reverend
Fr. Anthony Yazge
  
Antiochian
July
23rdﺑﻮﻳﯾﻨﺲ
2012
2012 Village,
 ﺃأﻳﯾﻠﻮﻝل10 ﻓﻲ
،٬ﺁآﻳﯾﺮﺱس

،٬ﺻﺎﺣﺐ ﺍاﻟﺴﻴﯿﺎﺩدﺓة ﺍاﻟﻤﺘﺮﻭوﺑﻮﻟﻴﯿﺖ ﻓﻴﯿﻠﻴﯿﺐ ﺻﻠﻴﯿﺒﺎ ﺍاﻟﺠﺰﻳﯾﻞ ﺍاﻻﺣﺘﺮﺍاﻡم
!ﺍاﻟﻤﺴﻴﯿﺢ ﻣﻌﻨﺎ ﻭوﻓﻴﯿﻤﺎ ﺑﻴﯿﻨﻨﺎ
Christ is in our midst!
،٬ ﺁآﺏب ﺍاﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﺴﺘﻌﻴﯿﺪﻭوﻥن ﻓﻴﯿﻬﮭﺎ ﺃأﻫﮬﮪھﻤﻴﯿﺔ ﻋﻤﻞ ﺍاﻟﻤﺆﺗﻤﺮﺍاﺕت21 ﺃأﺷﻜﺮﻛﻢ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺭرﺳﺎﻟﺘﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟﺒﺮﻳﯾﺪﻳﯾﺔ ﺑﺘﺎﺭرﻳﯾﺦ
It was aﺃأﻣﻴﯿﺮﻛﺎ
greatﻓﻲ
joyﺍاﻷﻧﻄﺎﻛﻴﯿﺔ
to be atﺍاﻷﺭرﺛﻮﺫذﻛﺴﻴﯿﺔ
Youth Camp
on the
occasion
the ﺍاﻷﺑﺮﺷﻲ
17th Clergy
Symposium.
ﺍاﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺔ
ﺻﺮﺡح
 ﻓﻲ ﺑﻨﺎءof،٬ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻡم
ﺍاﻟﻜﻬﮭﻨﻮﺗﻲ ﺃأﻭو
 ﺳﻮﺍاءAlso, it was a
great pleasure
to see
the youth
to this ﻣﺸﺎﺭرﻛﺘﻲ
Antiochian
andﻭوﺇإﺷﺎﺭرﺗﻜﻢ
to see on،٬ﺍاﻟﺸﻤﺎﻟﻴﯿﺔ
their faces the joy and
ﺍاﻟﻜﺮﻳﯾﻤﺔ ﻟﻲ
ﻭوﺩدﻋﻮﺗﻜﻢ
 ﺍاﻟﻜﻬﮭﻨﺔthat
ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮcame
ﺍاﻟﺒﺴﻴﯿﻄﺔ ﻓﻲ
 ﺇإﻟﻰhill
ﺍاﻟﻜﺮﻳﯾﻤﺔ
gladness that form part of our Christian life, in particular the life of those who serve the Church.
.ﻟﻼﺷﺘﺮﺍاﻙك ﻓﻲ ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮﺍاﺗﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟﻘﺎﺩدﻣﺔ
I came to
the Antiochian
Village
to speak
the youth
of our Church
Argentina. The ﬁrst thing
ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮ
ﻭوﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻡم ﺍاﻟﺤﺎﻟﻲ ﻓﻲ
ﺍاﻷﺑﺮﺷﻴﯿﺔ
 ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮabout
ﺍاﻟﻤﺎﺿﻲ ﻓﻲ
ﻣﺸﺎﺭرﻛﺘﻲ ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻡم
 ﺍاﻥن ﺧﺒﺮﺓةin
،٬ﺑﺎﻟﻔﻌﻞ
ً ﺟﺪﺍاWhat
that I encountered
was ﻣﻦ
your
main ﺑﺴﺒﺐ
annual
activity:
Youth
Camps.
a privilege
ﺧﺒﺮﺗﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟﻄﻮﻳﯾﻠﺔ ﻓﻲ
ﺍاﻻﺳﺘﻔﺎﺩدﺓة
ﺳﻴﯿﻤﺎ
،٬ﻭوﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎ
ﺑﺎﻟﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻟﻲ
ﻛﺎﻧﺖ ﻫﮬﮪھﺎﻣﺔ
،٬ ﺍاﻟﻜﻬﮭﻨﺔto be with you
upon this
Antiochian
hill! Since
then,ﻣﻦI felt
necessity
express
my .appreciation
،٬ﺍاﻷﺳﺎﻗﻔﺔ
 ﺍاﻟﺴﺎﺩدﺓة،٬ﻣﻌﺎﻭوﻧﻴﯿﻜﻢ
ﺍاﻟﺘﻘﻴﯿﺘﻪﮫ ﻣﻦ
ﺟﻤﻴﯿﻊthe
ﻭوﻣﺤﺒﺔ
 ﻟﻤﺤﺒﺘﻜﻢto
ﺍاﻣﺘﻨﺎﻧﻲ
ﺃأﻛﺮﺭر ﻟﻜﻢ
 ﺧﺪﻣﺔ ﺍاﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺔfor such great
work, to
you
and
the
clergy,
the
staff
and
the
volunteers,
as
well
as
the
counselers
 ﻭوﺃأﺷﻴﯿﺮ ﺑﻬﮭﺬﺍا ﺍاﻟﺨﺼﻮﺹص ﺃأﻧﻲ ﻗﺪ ﺃأﻁطﻠﻌﺖ ﺻﺎﺣﺐ. ﻭوﺍاﻟﻌﺪﻳﯾﺪ ﻣﻦ ﺍاﻟﻌﻠﻤﺎﻧﻴﯿﻴﯿﻦ ﺍاﻟﻤﻠﺘﺰﻣﻴﯿﻦ،٬ﺍاﻵﺑﺎء ﺍاﻷﺟﻼءand the campers.
.ﺑﺪﻣﺸﻖ
 ﺍاﻻﺗﺼﺎﻝلVillage.
ﺴﺒﺐ ﺗﻌﺬﺭرBeing
 ﺑ،٬ﻛﺘﺎﺑﺔpresent
،٬ﻋﻠﻰ ﺳﻔﺮﻱي
ﺍاﻟﻐﺒﻄﺔyou awakened in
This was the ﬁrst time that I visited
theﺍاﻟﻬﮭﺎﺗﻔﻲ
Antiochian
among
ً ﺃأﺷﻜﺮﻛﻢ ﺃأﻳﯾﻀﺎ
ُ
me the ﻭوﻋﻤﺎ
beautiful
memories
of my
in Youth
years ago in Lebanon and
،٬ﻣﻦ ﺟﻬﮭﺔ
ﻋﻤﺎ ﺧﺎﻟﺠﻨﻲ
ﻓﻴﯿﻬﮭﺎparticipation
ﻋﺒﺮﺕت
ﺍاﻟﺮﺳﺎﺋﻞ ﺍاﻟﺘﻲ
 ﺑﻨﺸﺮCamps
 ﻟﺘﻔﻜﻴﯿﺮﻛﻢmany
Syria. In
particular,
I was
moved
byﻣﻨﻌﻔﺔ
the celebration
of the
Divine
on ﻪﮫSunday,
July 15th, in
ُﺧﺒﺮﺗ
ﻣﺸﺎﺭرﻛﺔ
ﺑﺴﻴﯿﻂ ﻋﻦ
ﻛﺘﻌﺒﻴﯿﺮ
،٬ﻟﻠﻘﺮﺍاء
ﻋﺴﻰ ﻳﯾﻜﻮﻥن ﻓﻴﯿﻬﮭﺎ
.ﺃأﺧﺮﻯى
 ﺟﻬﮭﺔLiturgy
 ﻣﻦ،٬ﻋﻨﺪﻛﻢ
commemoration of the Fathers
Ecumenical
Council,
way
.ﺍاﻟﺮﺳﺎﺋﻞofﻫﮬﮪھﺬﻩهtheﻋﻦIVﺍاﻟﻜﺘﺮﻭوﻧﻴﯿﺔ
ﻁطﻴﯿﻪﮫ ﻧﺴﺨﺔ
.ﻛﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎand
ﺿﻤﻦespecially
 ﺃأﺭرﺛﻮﺫذﻛﺴﻴﯿﺔthe
ﺷﻬﮭﺎﺩدﺓة
 ﻭوthat the youth
participated
in
it.
. ﻭوﺗﻮﺳﻄﻜﻢ ﻟﺪﻯى ﺍاﻟﺴﻴﯿﺪ ﻧﺠﺎﺩد ﻓﺎﺭرﺱس ﺑﻬﮭﺬﺍا ﺍاﻟﺸﺄﻥن،٬ﺃأﺷﻜﺮ ﺍاﻫﮬﮪھﺘﻤﺎﻛﻢ ﺑﺎﻟﻤﻮﺿﻮﻉع ﺍاﻟﻤﺎﺩدﻱي ﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎ
.ﻓﺎﺭرﺱس
ﺍاﻟﺴﻴﯿﺪ ﻧﺠﺎﺩد
ﺇإﻟﻰtoﺘﻜﻢ
 ﺭرﺳﺎﻟto
ﺑﺨﺼﻮﺹص
ﻥن ﺇإﻟﻴﯿﻪﮫreading
ﻟﻲ ﻣﺎ ﺗﺸﻴﯿﺮﻭو
ﺗﺼﻠﻨﻲ ﻓﻲ
ﻟﻢ
As I witnessed this,
I would
like
refer
the Gospel
of ﺭرﺳﺎﻟﺘﻜﻢ
that Divine
Liturgy.
 ﺃأﺭرﺟﻮ ﺃأﻥن،٬ ﺑﻤﺴﻌﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺩدﺭرﺏب ﻁطﻮﻳﯾﻞ،٬ ﺗﺘﻜﻮﻥن ﺑﻬﮭﺪﻭوء،٬ﺇإﻥن ﺷﻬﮭﺎﺩدﺓة ﻛﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎ ﻫﮬﮪھﻬﮭﻨﺎ ﻫﮬﮪھﻲ ﺑﺴﻴﯿﻄﺔ
The gospel reading of that day - “You are the light of the world” - is the one that renders perfectly
ً
ً
ً
.ﺑﺄﺩدﻋﻴﯿﺘﻜﻢ
 ﻫﮬﮪھﺬﺍا.ﺍاﻟﺨﺎﻟﻖVillage.
ﻗﻠﻴﯿﻠﺔ ﺗﺴﺒﺢIfﺯزﻫﮬﮪھﻮﺭر
ﺻﻐﻴﯿﺮﺍا ﻣﻊsays
ﺑﺴﺘﺎﻧﺎthat
ﻟﻴﯿﺼﻴﯿﺮ
ﻳﯾﺘﺒﻠﻮﺭر ﻳﯾﻮﻣﺎ
your experience
at theﻣﻤﻜﻦ
Antiochian
the gospel
theﻣﺎcandle,
in order to shine,
.ﺍاﻟﺼﻠﻴﯿﺐ ﺍاﻟﻜﺮﻳﯾﻢ
ﺑﻌﻴﯿﺪit means
ﻟﻤﻌﺎﻳﯾﺪﺗﻜﻢthat
ﺍاﻟﻔﺮﺻﺔ
should be placed high above and not hidden
below,ﺭرﻓﻊ
then
theﺃأﻧﺘﻬﮭﺰ
candle will not be placed
Dear in Christ, Fr. Anthony,

in a protected place, but will be exposed mainly to the wind. It is a way to say that Jesus sent us to
the world, in order to let His light shine
in it, even
،٬ﺃأﺩدﻋﻴﯿﺘﻜﻢ
ﺍاﻟﻤﺴﺘﻤﺪthough His Word is being rejected and His love
neglected or even despised in this world.  ﺳﻠﻮﺍاﻥن+

ﺍاﻷﺭرﺟﻨﺘﻴﯿﻦ
ﺁآﻳﯾﺮﺱس ﻭوﺳﺎﺋﺮ
ﺑﻮﻳﯾﻨﺲ
ﻣﺘﺮﻭوﺑﻮﻟﻴﯿﺖ
On the other side, the sole fact
of shining
means
also
that the candle is burning. But burning is
impossible without something combustible. It is our sacriﬁce that works as combustion. We are the
“Light of the world” in as much as we really give ourselves wholeheartedly to the Lord and in as
much as we love our brethren.
Is it a privilege to be the light of the world? Unfortunately the Gospel aludes that it is not. In fact,
we shall receive no praise; we shall have no merit whenever our works shine like light coming forth
on high. The Lord said that our work is such that it leads the outside world to notice the light shin-
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ing through them, a fact that will lead them to “see” its origin: our Father in Heaven. They
will not “see” us, but they will become conscious about who is the Father, and they will
come to praise Him. Thus, we will share all together the joy of having the Father dwelling
among us, and in us.
Doesn’t this somehow reﬂect what also happened in Antioch after the preaching of Paul
and Barnabas? When the inhabitants of Antioch became aware of the testimony given by
Christ’s disciples, they spontaneously called them for the ﬁrst time, “Christians” (Acts
11:26). Isn’t this the same testimony that you try to live in the camp with so many youth
coming here from all around the United States? Would it be a mistake to say that the gospel reading of that Sunday was addressing, in the ﬁrst place, our Church, the Antiochian
Church, as it reﬂects its “ﬁrst” historical witness to the Lord as well as its present one?
The experience of the Youth Camps seems to be overall an experience of personal transformation and transﬁguration. No doubt all of us are witnesses to that and that we are
also aware of this astonishing experience. It reminds me of the experience of Saint Peter
on Mount Tabor, when he asked the Lord to establish “three tents” in order to dwell there
forever in the beauty of the manifestation of the Glory of God. Indeed, your Youth Camp
is comparatively a participation in this ﬁrst New Testament “potential camp” on Mount
Tabor. Would it be safe to say that the feast of the Transﬁguration of our Lord is the one that
especially takes place upon this hill, in the Antiochian Village? Would you consider August
6th therefore to be the real annual feast of the Antiochian Village?
All this would be enough to say if we are not aware of the fact that this work would not
have been a reality if there was not a Father in Heaven who provides, and a father on earth
who gives himself to collaborate with Divine Providence. Firstly, appreciation and admiration go to His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP; next, to all those who, with his blessing,
have been dedicating their lives, thoughts and immense energy to make all of this a reality
through the years.
Last but not least, in the name of and on behalf of our youth in Argentina, I would like to
extend their brotherly and sisterly wishes and prayers to all the campers, in fulﬁllment of
their youth ministry in their parishes. I would like to invite them to come and get to know
our youth, either online, or, better yet, to visit Argentina so they can also participate in our
youth camps.
May our Lord transﬁgured on Mount Tabor, transﬁgure the lives of all those who climb
upon this hill and prepare them to better fulﬁll His Ministry among their brethren for the
sake of their salvation. It is a wish that I also convey to our Youth, your brothers in Christ,
who are trying to climb this same hill in Argentina, so that they can share with you the joy
of being transﬁgured in Christ.
+ Metropolitan SILOUAN
Archbishop of Buenos Aires and all Argentina
of the Patriarchate of Antioch
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Buenos Aires, August 7th 2012

in the spirit of the theme of the 52nd Convention to be held
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Your
Eminence, beloved Saiedna PHILIP,
_______________________
in Houston.
Christ is in our midst!
L502/0912  
In Argentina, I have started to learn on my own that the
I greet you on the holy feast of the Transfiguration of
bishop’s first parish is that of his clergy and their families.
our   Lord, and pray that He may bestow His mercy and
Besides, I understood my presence at your Symposium as
peace
our beloved
on our
brethren and on all the
2012onﺃأﻳﯾﻠﻮﻝل
10 ﻓﻲSyria,
،٬ﺁآﻳﯾﺮﺱس
ﺑﻮﻳﯾﻨﺲ
the presence of our Church in Argentina, in whose name I
people, and strengthen our Church in these difficult time.
was speaking, to which I was witnessing, for whose sake I
Regarding my last visit to the Antiochian Village, I felt
am worried, and on behalf of which I am seeking orientathe necessity to share with you these notes ،٬ﺍاﻻﺣﺘﺮﺍاﻡم
about my trip,
ﺍاﻟﺠﺰﻳﯾﻞtion,
ﺻﻠﻴﯿﺒﺎ
ﻓﻴﯿﻠﻴﯿﺐand
ﺍاﻟﻤﺘﺮﻭوﺑﻮﻟﻴﯿﺖ
ﺍاﻟﺴﻴﯿﺎﺩدﺓة
ﺻﺎﺣﺐ
counseling
help, but also,
awakening
others to our
as a token of acknowledgement and gratitude regarding
existence and reality. We cannot be anonymous to any of
your invitation to me to “come and see” (Jn 1:46).
!ﺍاﻟﻤﺴﻴﯿﺢ ﻣﻌﻨﺎ ﻭوﻓﻴﯿﻤﺎ ﺑﻴﯿﻨﻨﺎ
you any more, nor you to us, because, in Church, love and
As you will find, my notes are addressed to Your Emicommunity
cannot
be between anonymous faithful. Com،٬ﺍاﻟﻤﺆﺗﻤﺮﺍاﺕت
ﻓﻴﯿﻬﮭﺎ ﺃأﻫﮬﮪھﻤﻴﯿﺔ
ﺁآﺏب ﺍاﻟﺘﻲ
nence,
but they ﻋﻤﻞ
were written
in theﺗﺴﺘﻌﻴﯿﺪﻭوﻥن
second person,
as if21 ﺃأﺷﻜﺮﻛﻢ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺭرﺳﺎﻟﺘﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟﺒﺮﻳﯾﺪﻳﯾﺔ ﺑﺘﺎﺭرﻳﯾﺦ
munion and solidarity together belong to our membership
they
were adressed
to thoseﺍاﻷﺭرﺛﻮﺫذﻛﺴﻴﯿﺔ
I am speaking about,
because
I  ﻓﻲ ﺑﻨﺎء،٬ﺳﻮﺍاء ﺍاﻟﻜﻬﮭﻨﻮﺗﻲ ﺃأﻭو ﺍاﻷﺑﺮﺷﻲ ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻡم
ﺃأﻣﻴﯿﺮﻛﺎ
ﺍاﻷﻧﻄﺎﻛﻴﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ
ﺍاﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺔ
ﺻﺮﺡح
in Christ’s body. Therefore, we shall never feel lonely nor
feel them present, as a token of apreciation for their work,
isolated.
ﻟﻲthanksgiving
ﻭوﺩدﻋﻮﺗﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟﻜﺮﻳﯾﻤﺔ
ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮ
ﺍاﻟﺒﺴﻴﯿﻄﺔ ﻓﻲ
and
for all theﺍاﻟﻜﻬﮭﻨﺔ
love, care
and respect
they  ﻭوﺇإﺷﺎﺭرﺗﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟﻜﺮﻳﯾﻤﺔ ﺇإﻟﻰ ﻣﺸﺎﺭرﻛﺘﻲ،٬ﺍاﻟﺸﻤﺎﻟﻴﯿﺔ
showed me.
Very Dear Saiedna, Bishops and Clergy,
“Notes of my trip”

.ﻟﻼﺷﺘﺮﺍاﻙك ﻓﻲ ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮﺍاﺗﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟﻘﺎﺩدﻣﺔ

I really need to thank you wholeheartedly for everyﺍاﻟﻤﺎﺿﻲ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮ ﺍاﻷﺑﺮﺷﻴﯿﺔ ﻭوﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻡم ﺍاﻟﺤﺎﻟﻲ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮ
ﺧﺒﺮﺓة
 ﺑﺎﻟﻔﻌﻞand a sign for
thing.ﺍاﻟﻌﺎﻡم
I will ﻣﺸﺎﺭرﻛﺘﻲ
cherish these
days ﺍاﻥن
as a،٬treasure
me
and
our
Church.
And
if
it
happens
you come to
The
17th
Clergy
Symposium
 ﺳﻴﯿﻤﺎ ﺑﺴﺒﺐ ﺍاﻻﺳﺘﻔﺎﺩدﺓة ﻣﻦ ﺧﺒﺮﺗﻜﻢ ﺍاﻟﻄﻮﻳﯾﻠﺔ ﻓﻲ،٬ﻭوﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎ
 ﻛﺎﻧﺖ ﻫﮬﮪھﺎﻣﺔ ﺟﺪﺍاً ﺑﺎﻟﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻟﻲthat
،٬ﺍاﻟﻜﻬﮭﻨﺔ
Argentina or choose to use “the new retirement plan” I
It was providential to participate in your 17th Clergy
have
proposed
you, it ﻟﻜﻢ
will ﺃأﻛﺮﺭر
be our.ﺍاﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺔ
joy to receive
،٬ﺍاﻷﺳﺎﻗﻔﺔ
 ﺍاﻟﺴﺎﺩدﺓة،٬ﻭوﻣﺤﺒﺔ ﺟﻤﻴﯿﻊ ﻣﻦ ﺍاﻟﺘﻘﻴﯿﺘﻪﮫ ﻣﻦ ﻣﻌﺎﻭوﻧﻴﯿﻜﻢ
ﻟﻤﺤﺒﺘﻜﻢ
ﺍاﻣﺘﻨﺎﻧﻲ
ﺧﺪﻣﺔyou, and
Symposium and be able to share with you our reality and
at least repay you for your generosity and hospitality. Your
share
with me
yours. ﻗﺪ
Indeed,
have shared
the Holy
Chalﺻﺎﺣﺐ
ﺃأﻁطﻠﻌﺖ
 ﺃأﻧﻲwe
ﺍاﻟﺨﺼﻮﺹص
ﺑﻬﮭﺬﺍا
ﻭوﺃأﺷﻴﯿﺮ
.ﺍاﻟﻤﻠﺘﺰﻣﻴﯿﻦ
ﺍاﻟﻌﻠﻤﺎﻧﻴﯿﻴﯿﻦ
ﻭوﺍاﻟﻌﺪﻳﯾﺪ ﻣﻦ
،٬ﺍاﻷﺟﻼءMeanwhile,
 ﺍاﻵﺑﺎءyour
presence
will be perceived
as a visitation.
ice, the gladness and peace of the gathering, worries and
prayers
are
and
will
be
of
great
help
and
consolation.
. ﺑﺴﺒﺐ ﺗﻌﺬﺭر ﺍاﻻﺗﺼﺎﻝل ﺍاﻟﻬﮭﺎﺗﻔﻲ ﺑﺪﻣﺸﻖ،٬ ﻛﺘﺎﺑﺔ،٬ﺍاﻟﻐﺒﻄﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺳﻔﺮﻱي
burdens of our ministry.
The
Symposium
permitted
to
me
be
moreﻋﺒﺮﺕت
the ﺃأﺷﻜﺮﻛﻢ ﺃأﻳﯾﻀﺎ ً ﻟﺘﻔﻜﻴﯿﺮﻛﻢ ﺑﻨﺸﺮ ﺍاﻟﺮﺳﺎﺋﻞ
ُ aware ofﺍاﻟﺘﻲ
 ﻭوﻋﻤﺎ،٬ﻓﻴﯿﻬﮭﺎ ﻋﻤﺎ ﺧﺎﻟﺠﻨﻲ ﻣﻦ ﺟﻬﮭﺔ
NAC of the Antiochian Women
new brethren in our Church, previously converts and now
was glad
to be ﺟﻬﮭﺔ
able toﻣﻦ
participate
brothers.
me these
facts:ﻓﻴﯿﻬﮭﺎ
your ﻳﯾﻜﻮﻥنIﻋﺴﻰ
ﻣﺸﺎﺭرﻛﺔTheir
ﻋﻦwitness
ﺑﺴﻴﯿﻂconveyed
 ﻛﺘﻌﺒﻴﯿﺮto،٬ﻟﻠﻘﺮﺍاء
ﻣﻨﻌﻔﺔ
.ﺃأﺧﺮﻯى
،٬ ﻋﻨﺪﻛﻢpartially
 ﺧﺒﺮﺗُﻪﮫin your
seeking of the Truth, your honesty and freedom of choice, meeting held on Saturday, July 21st, at the Antiochian Vilﻋﻦ
ﺍاﻟﻜﺘﺮﻭوﻧﻴﯿﺔ
.ﻛﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎ
ﺃأﺭرﺛﻮﺫذﻛﺴﻴﯿﺔ
 ﻭوﺷﻬﮭﺎﺩدﺓةon the
lage, ﻁطﻴﯿﻪﮫ
and would
likeﺿﻤﻦ
to express
my appreciation,
your encounter of the grace .ﺍاﻟﺮﺳﺎﺋﻞ
of the Holyﻫﮬﮪھﺬﻩه
Spirit
in the
Ortho- ﻧﺴﺨﺔ
one hand,
the role thatﺘﻤﺎﻛﻢ
the Antiochian
dox
Church,
yourﻓﺎﺭرﺱس
commitment
to the ﻟﺪﻯى
Church,
the upbring.ﺍاﻟﺸﺄﻥن
ﺑﻬﮭﺬﺍا
ﺍاﻟﺴﻴﯿﺪ ﻧﺠﺎﺩد
ﻭوﺗﻮﺳﻄﻜﻢ
،٬ﻟﻜﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎ
ﺍاﻟﻤﺎﺩدﻱيforﺑﺎﻟﻤﻮﺿﻮﻉع
 ﺃأﺷﻜﺮ ﺍاﻫﮬﮪھWomen play in
ing of your families in the same spirit, the transmission of the life of the Church in North America, and on the other
.ﻓﺎﺭرﺱسto ﻧﺠﺎﺩد
 ﺍاﻟﺴﻴﯿﺪthe
ﺇإﻟﻰwillingness
 ﺭرﺳﺎﻟﺘﻜﻢofﺑﺨﺼﻮﺹص
ﺇإﻟﻴﯿﻪﮫforﻭوﻥنthe
ﺗﺸﻴﯿﺮ
 ﻟﻲyour
ﺭرﺳﺎﻟﺘﻜﻢ
ﺗﺼﻠﻨﻲ ﻓﻲ
 ﻟﻢachievworkﻣﺎthat
Department
has been
faith from generation
generation,
your hand,
children to commit themselves in the same way as you and ing throughout the years.
 ﺃأﺭرﺟﻮ ﺃأﻥن،٬ ﺑﻤﺴﻌﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺩدﺭرﺏب ﻁطﻮﻳﯾﻞ،٬ ﺗﺘﻜﻮﻥن ﺑﻬﮭﺪﻭوء،٬ﺑﺴﻴﯿﻄﺔ
ﺇإﻥن ﺷﻬﮭﺎﺩدﺓة ﻛﻨﻴﯿﺴﺘﻨﺎ ﻫﮬﮪھﻬﮭﻨﺎ ﻫﮬﮪھﻲ
To serve the Church is the vocation of all Christians,
serve the Church as I have seen at the Youth Camp. If “conً
not
out
of
obligation,
but ﻟﻴﯿﺼﻴﯿﺮ
out of love.
version” happened
once,
then
your
merit
if
there
is
any
is
. ﻫﮬﮪھﺬﺍا ﻣﻤﻜﻦ ﺑﺄﺩدﻋﻴﯿﺘﻜﻢ.ﺑﺴﺘﺎﻧﺎ ً ﺻﻐﻴﯿﺮﺍا ﻣﻊ ﺯزﻫﮬﮪھﻮﺭر ﻗﻠﻴﯿﻠﺔ ﺗﺴﺒﺢ ﺍاﻟﺨﺎﻟﻖ
ﺎ ً ﻣﺎAs
ﻳﯾﻮﻣwomen,
ﻳﯾﺘﺒﻠﻮﺭرyou have
been gifted from God with motherhood. Needless to say,
in the fact that it is bearing fruits in your own families.
.ﺍاﻟﻜﺮﻳﯾﻢ
ﺍاﻟﺼﻠﻴﯿﺐ
ﺭرﻓﻊheeded
ﻟﻤﻌﺎﻳﯾﺪﺗﻜﻢ ﺑﻌﻴﯿﺪ
ﺍاﻟﻔﺮﺻﺔ
ﺃأﻧﺘﻬﮭﺰ
you have
your vocation
of raising
generations, spiriI felt enriched by all the morning addresses,
homilies,
interventions and opinions given at the opening session or tually as well as physically, with much love and sacrifice.
at the workshops. Thus, I have got to know about your in- Your experience while playing many roles in life - (such as
daughter, sister, spouse, mother, and maybe grandmother
ner and daily struggle to fulfil your ministry. All this
is edify- ﺍاﻟﻤﺴﺘﻤﺪ
،٬ﺃأﺩدﻋﻴﯿﺘﻜﻢ
ing and beyond any expectation consoling, for the very fact too) - enables you to safeguard children and the youth, and
 ﺳﻠﻮﺍاﻥن+be of great support for the newly married, on the paths of
of sharing between brethren.
their growth
in life.
I also was humbled by your ﺍاﻷﺭرﺟﻨﺘﻴﯿﻦ
reality, mostly
by
that
of ﺑﻮﻳﯾﻨﺲ
ﺁآﻳﯾﺮﺱس ﻭوﺳﺎﺋﺮ
ﻣﺘﺮﻭوﺑﻮﻟﻴﯿﺖ
As a Department, you turned out to be the right hand
His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP and of all Their Graces
the diocesan bishops. Would it occur to me to complain of the clergy as well as of the Archdiocese, helping the
about anything, I shall remember their faith, struggle and Church in carrying out its pastoral ministry and spiritual
upbringing of the faithful. You have achieved a lot since
patience.
I am still astonished by the place given to our Church in Metropolitan PHILIP founded your committee, more than
Argentina not only in the Symposium but also in your heart. four decades ago. Yet, you are continuing in fulfilling your
Your concern about us and your inquiry into how you can mission with much strength and dedication. In this regard, I
extend a helping hand is really amazing. Your spontaneous was glad to witness the result of the fundraising for the sake
sense of solidarity expressed on the last day was unique. of the construction of Saint Thekla’s Monastery.
In our meeting, I have barely depicted for you an image
Your heartfelt generosity shall be - and is - a reminder of
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of the engagement of that the women in our parishes in
Argentina. Many of our women’s parish committees were
founded in the same period as yours, some others before
and some others later. But all of them have made great contributions in order to maintain the daily life of the Church
as well as to its living testimony. Indeed, they have done
and are doing a brave work. Our annual retreat is a turning
point in promoting their work at the parish level, as well
as unity and solidarity at the archdiocesan level. They are
more and more conscious of their roles, and of our needs in
the Church. No doubt your work will inspire them towards
a stronger commitment and perseverence in achieving their
goals and projects within the Orthodox faith.

NAC of the Fellowship of Saint John the
Divine
I am impressed by your work that gave birth not only to
very valuble projects, but also to other departments. Such
growth is an indicator of your zeal and creativity. Indeed,
this indicates that the soil is very fertile and your presence
and work are much needed.
You are working in order to reach others, addressing all
type of needs as well as every age of participants and volunteers. You are seeking that none be afar from the Church,
those to whom they can give their love and from whom they
can receive such a love.
Two things caught my attention. First of all, you abide
by Metropolitan PHILIP’s most cherished ideal about
spreading the Word of God and about serving the needy.
These ideals are mostly reflected in the theme of the 52nd
Convention to be held in Houston, based on the parable
of the Final Judgment. And next, your comprehension and
dedicaction in serving those in need, not only seeking to
feed them and cloth them, but also caring for those who are
abandoned and lacking for love and care.

NAC of SOYO
Seeing your zeal, I have learned how much necessity
propels one to search, learn, hope and achieve, by God’s
grace. I have also learned how important is assuming one’s
responsibility with gladness and faith, and how your leadership training is shaping in you a more mature person with
the capacity to take care of others. I have learned, too,
how powerful is a personal model in our Christian life, that
would shape our personality, lead our transformation, and
give our upbringing the necessary elements for growth.
Needless to say, how much these models in your life are
encouraging and motivating, as youth leaders and faithful
stewards at the service of your Church.
Indeed, your age is one at which you earnestly seek the
truth and true love. Guidance, experience and commitment
will teach you how to reach them. They are the two wings of
your spiritual growth: realization of yourselves as persons,
and fulfilment of your stewardship in Christ.
Particularly, I cherished the moment when we prayed at
the tomb of Saint Raphael, the Shepherd of the lost sheep
in America. Isn’t he a leader to imitate? an intercessor to
ask? a shepherd to follow? In addition, you are also blessed
to be surrounded by excellent and caring Shepherds, His
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP, Their Graces the Bishops,
all the Venerable Clergy, and laypeople who work zealously
for your welfare and growth.
I am glad to have seen in you “potential fishermen,”
who seek perfection in the service of the Church. You gave
a very generous offer to me - the work of your hand - as a
token of love to our youth in Argentina. They are no more

anomymous to you, and you shall not be anonymous to
them. Hopefully you may come to know them whenever
you visit - soon, I hope - Argentina. They will surely love to
welcome you, be with you and be your proud hosts.

Oratorical Festival and Bible Bowl
Another highlight of my sojourn was assisting in the
Oratorical Festival and Bible Bowl on Saturday, July 21st.
I was impressed by the idea behind these two great activities: the first is designed for youth so that they may learn to
express their faith and be able to confess it in public, while
the second is designed to promote the knowledge of the
Holy Scripture among teens. Both ways really encourage
the knowledge of the Scriptures and promote a safe and
affectionate competition between the youth. How many talents are there! What a great achievement!

Antiochian Village’s Youth Camps
It was a great pleasure to see the youth who came to
this Antiochian hill and to see on their faces the joy and
gladness that form part of our Christian life.
I came to the Antiochian Village to speak about the
Youth of our Church in Argentina. The first thing I encountered was your main annual activity: Youth Camps. What
a privilege to be with you upon this Antiochian hill! Since
then, I felt the necessity to express my appreciation for
such great work, to all the clergy, the staff and the volunteers, as well as the counselers and the campers.
It was the first time that I visited the Antiochian Village.
Being present among you awakened in me the beautiful
memories of my participation in Youth Camps many years
ago in Lebanon and Syria. In particular, I was moved by the
celebration of the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, July 15th, in
commemoration of the Fathers of the IV Ecumenical Council, and especially the way that the youth participated in it.
As I witnessed this, I would like to refer to the Gospel
reading of that Divine Liturgy.
The Gospel reading of that day - “You are the light of
the world” - is the one that renders perfectly your experience at the Antiochian Village. If the Gospel says that the
candle, in order to shine, should be placed on high and
not hidden below, then it means that the candle will not be
placed in a protected place, but will be exposed mainly to
the wind. It is a way to say that Jesus sent us to the world,
in order to let His light shine on it, even though His Word
is being rejected and His love neglected or even despised
in this world.
On the other side, the sole fact of shining means also
that the candle is burning. But burning is impossible without something combustible. It is our sacrifice that works as
combustion. We are the “Light of the world” in as much as
we really give ourselves wholeheartedly to the Lord and in
as much as we love our brethren.
Is it a privilege to be the light of the world? Unfortunately the Gospel indicates that it is not. In fact, we shall receive
no praise; we shall have no merit whenever our works shine
like light coming forth on high. The Lord said that our work
is such that it leads the outside world to notice the light
shining through them, a fact that will lead them to “see”
its origin: our Father in Heaven. They will not “see” us, but
they will become conscious about who is the Father, and
they will come to praise Him. Thus, we will share all together
the joy of having the Father dwelling among us, and in us.
Doesn’t this somehow reflect what also happened in Antioch after the preaching of Paul and Barnabas? When the
inhabitants of Antioch became aware of the testimony given
by Christ’s disciples, they spontaneously called them for
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the first time, “Christians” (Acts 11:26). Isn’t this the same
testimony that you try to live in the camp with so many
youth coming here from all around the United States?
Would it be a mistake to say that the Gospel reading of
that Sunday was addressing, in the first place, our Church,
the Antiochian Church, as it reflects its “first” historical
witness to the Lord as well as its present one?
The experience of the Youth Camps seems to be overall an experience of personal transformation and transfiguration. No doubt all of us are witnesses to that and
that we are also aware of this astonishing experience. It
reminds me of the experience of Saint Peter on Mount Tabor, when he asked the Lord to establish “three tents” in
order to dwell there forever in the beauty of the manifestation of the Glory of God. Indeed, your Youth Camp is
comparatively a participation in this first New Testament
“potential camp” on Mount Tabor. Would it be safe to say
that the feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord is the one
that especially takes place upon this hill, in the Antiochian
Village? Would you consider August 6th therefore to be
the real annual feast of the Antiochian Village?
All this would be enough to say if we are not aware of
the fact that this work would not have been a reality if there
was not a Father in Heaven who provides, and a father on
earth who gives himself to collaborate with Divine Providence, a father who is a humble vessel carrying the Grace,
the Orthodox message, and the sacrifices of the struggle.
I would like here to express my sincere appreciation
and admiration to His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP for
his leadership; along with all those who, with his blessings, have been dedicating their lives, thoughts, energy
and finances to make all of this a reality throughout the
years.
Last but not least, in the name of and on behalf of our
youth in Argentina, I would like to extend their brotherly
and sisterly wishes and prayers to all the campers, in fulfillment of their youth ministry in their parishes.
May our Lord transfigured on Mount Tabor, transfigure
the lives of all those who climb upon this hill and prepare
them to better fulfill His Ministry among their brethren for
the sake of their salvation. It is a wish that I also convey to

our Youth, your brothers in Christ, who are trying to climb
this same hill in Argentina, so that they can share with you
the joy of being transfigured in Christ.

My “spiritual baggage” from the visit
Besides all this that edified me, what am I carrying with
me while flying back to Argentina as “spiritual baggage”?
First of all, I shall not forget that “nothing is impossible to those who believe” (Mk 9:23).
I shall not forget that, being elected by the Holy Synod
of Antioch to serve our Church in Argentina, I shall fulfill
this obedience to the extent of my abilities, along with my
fellow Shepherds and flock.
I shall always remember our Lord’s promise to be with
us “to the end of times” (Mt 28:20), and be grateful for
all this abundant grace and generosity that He always bestows on us. We shall not feel orphaned nor abandoned.
In virtue of our membership in the one and same body
of Christ, I shall always count on my fathers and brethren
in Christ’s counsel and orientation. By the same token, I
shall share our experience in Argentina, as small and insignificant as it may be, with my brothers, for the sake of
the truth and in gratitude to our Lord.
Perhaps our destiny in Argentina is to live like a “permanent mission.” Therefore, we shall abide in hope and
patience. No doubt our Church everywhere has struggled
a lot - and still is struggling - like a martyr on the way to
Calvary, in the hope of sharing in Christ’s resurrection.

A last word
Beloved Sayidna,
I am really grateful for everything, especially for you.
Thank you for allowing me to be a member of your big and
loving Antiochian family in North America. I shall cherish
all these memories, the work and achievements, as a dear
example and a blessed inspiration to us in Argentina.
Asking for your prayers,
+ Metropolitan SILOUAN
Archbishop of Buenos Aires and All Argentina
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COMMUNITIES IN
Bishop ANTOUN Leads
Anniversary Celebration of
Entry into Orthodoxy
His Grace Bishop ANTOUN
presided over a weekend of activities May 4–6, 2012, celebrating the 25th anniversary of the
entry into canonical orthodoxy
of St. Peter Antiochian Orthodox Church, when, along with
the other churches known as the
Evangelical Orthodox Church
(EOC), we were received into
the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North
America. Twenty-five years ago,
Bishop ANTOUN presided over
the chrismation of our members
and the ordination of clergy of
both St. Peter’s and St. John
Orthodox Church of Memphis,
Tennessee, all occurring at St.
George Antiochian Orthodox
Church in Vicksburg, Mississippi. He was assisted by the
Pastor of St. George, the V. Rev.
Fr. Nicholas Saikley, of thriceblessed memory.
St. Peter’s began as a Bible
study in the early 1970s, its
journey paralleling that of the
other parishes of the EOC. We
began our quest to find historic Christianity by asking
such questions as, “What did
the early Church believe? How
did she worship? How was she
governed?” In our search for answers to these and many other
questions, we slowly but surely
came to realize that the early
Church had continued unabated throughout the ages, and
was, in fact, the Holy Orthodox
Church. We went through many
changes seeking to conform to
Orthodoxy. All along the way,
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God opened our eyes to what
we had been seeking. Two men
who played critical parts in that
journey joined Bishop ANTOUN
in the weekend of celebration
and remembrances. They are
the V. Rev. Fr. Jon Braun, retired
priest from Goleta, California,
along with his wife, Khouria
Mary Ellen, and the V. Rev. Fr.
Peter Gillquist, of thrice-blessed
memory, along with his wife,
Khouria Marilyn. Along with
countless others, we grieve the
departure from this life of Fr.
Peter less than two months after
having been with us.
The clergy of St. Peter’s
include the V. Rev. Fr. John
Henderson, Pastor, and Assistant Pastors the V. Rev. Fr. Leo
Schelver and the V. Rev. Fr.
James Meadows, along with
Deacons Richard Root and Terence Algood. Clergy from St.
John, ordained at the same time
in 1987, joined in the weekend’s activities, culminating in
the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
Sunday morning. Those from
St. John’s included the V. Rev.
Fr. John Troy Mashburn, Pastor,
and Assistant Pastor the V. Rev.
Fr. Basil Cushman and the Rev.
Fr. Don Berge (retired), along
with Deacons John Charles
McKelroy and James Elliott.
The weekend began with
Daily Vespers on Friday evening, followed by a talk by
Father Jon Braun and an “Ice
Cream Social.” Father Jon reminded everyone that love and
reconciliation are essential to
the ongoing life and peace of
a church and exhorted everyone to maintain that peace. On
Saturday morning, following

the celebration of Third Hour
Prayers, Father Peter presented a talk on some of the lesser
known events leading up to our
chrismations and ordinations
in 1987, and also paid tribute
to two other close friends and
leaders who have since fallen
asleep in the Lord, the V. Rev. Fr.
Richard Ballew and the V. Rev.
Fr. Jack Sparks. He recalled the
critical parts that they, along
with others such as the V. Rev.
Fr. Gordon Walker, played in
the journey of the EOC into
Holy Orthodoxy. That time of
reflection and thanksgiving was
followed by visiting and fellowship, including reviewing old
photos and items from the early
days of the church.
Apart from the Hierarchical
Divine Liturgy, a focal point of
the weekend was Great Vespers
late Saturday afternoon, followed by a reception and seated
dinner at the Mississippi Museum of Art in Jackson, where
newly refurbished gardens added to the beauty of the evening.
About 160 church members and
guests joined Bishop ANTOUN
and other clergy in a time of fellowship and celebration. Among

His Grace Bishop
ANTOUN speaking to
the children of St. Peter’s
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the special guests were the V.
Rev. Fr. Paul Yerger, Pastor of
Holy Resurrection Orthodox
Church (OCA) near Jackson,
and Matushka Catherine. Father
Paul and Mat. Catherine have
been especially close friends
and “encouragers” of St. Peter
for well over 25 years. Guests
also included the V. Rev. Fr. John
Morris, Pastor of St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Church in
Vicksburg; the Rev. Fr. Daniel
Bethancourt and Khouria Maria from St. Nicholas Antiochian
Orthodox Church in Shreveport,
Louisiana; the Very Rev. Fr. Andrew Koufopoulos and Presbytera Bonnie of Holy Trinity and
St. John the Theologian Greek
Orthodox Church of Jackson;
and the Rev. Fr. Matthew Jackson and Mat. Xenia of Holy
Resurrection Orthodox Church.
The evening included a special
video prepared by brothers Paul
and Joseph Katool, recounting
events and special services in
the life of St. Peter’s over the
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last 25 years. (The video can be
viewed from our church’s website at www.saintpeterorthodox.
com.) The evening’s keynote
address was given by Father
Jon Braun, who called upon
the next generation at St. Peter
to become engaged and committed to continuing the work
of the church into the next 25
years, looking to face the challenges of an increasingly nonChristian culture.
The Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy was celebrated by
Bishop ANTOUN, joined by
clergy from St. Peter’s and St.
John’s. As part of the service,
Bishop ANTOUN blessed our
new iconostasis, part of recent
renovations that also enlarged
our altar area. Father Peter Gillquist delivered the homily. The
service was followed by another
time of fellowship and a barbeque luncheon in the Fellowship Hall and on the grounds of
the church.
Four years ago, St. Peter
completed Phase 1 of a renovation project, expanding the nave,
adding a bell tower and completing other renovations. Having
paid off the loan for that project,
we are currently in the process
of planning for Phase 2: the addition of Sunday School rooms
and renovation/expansion of the
Fellowship Hall. Phase 3 will include building a new church and
renovations to expand our Sunday School space.
With thanksgiving first to
God for all that He has given us,
we thank all who have labored
to help plant and sustain our
church for these last 25 years
and longer. Special thanks is
due our bishops, including His
Grace Bishop BASIL, who faith-

fully and patiently served as our
Bishop for 12 years, and to other
clergy and friends such as our
guests that weekend who guided, encouraged, and nourished
us along our way. We have also
been blessed with devoted members (clergy and laity) over the
years who have faithfully given
of their time and resources to
build an outpost of the Kingdom
of God here at St. Peter Antiochian Orthodox Church.
Very Rev. Fr. John C. Henderson
Pastor, St. Peter Antiochian Orthodox
Church, Madison, Mississippi

St. George Antiochian
Orthodox Church, Grand
Rapids, Welcomes Bishop
ANTHONY
A weekend of festivities May
11–13, 2012, began with a welcoming dinner for Bishop ANTHONY. V. Rev. Fr. John Winfrey,
St. George’s Pastor, the Parish
Council, and officers of all the
church organizations, along
with distinguished guests, Dan
Abraham, Archdiocese Board
of Trustees, and his wife, Kathy;
Roger David, Midwest Chairman
of the Order of St. Ignatius and
his wife, Kima; and Joe David,
Parish Council Chairman of St.
Nicholas Grand Rapids and his
wife, Carol, dined in downtown
Grand Rapids. Bishop ANTHONY addressed the group, enthusiastically stating, “I love being
a bishop.” He complimented his
accommodations and said he’d
like “to stay two more days.”
On a serious note, he spoke
of the importance of church
attendance for leaders of the
church, and their role in working with the priest. He encouraged the group to stay strong
and enthusiastic, and to lead

by example. Bishop ANTHONY
was very pleased with the tenure of many who have served
the church since their youth. He
exhorted all: those with the gifts
must continue to give.
On Saturday morning, Bishop ANTHONY met with about 40
students from the church school.
Each class, beginning with the
preschool class, gave a short
presentation about what they
were learning in their meetings.
The presentations were in the
form of artwork, recitations and
a skit by the junior high class.
The skit was a re-enactment of
the story of Ss. Paul and Silas
in the Philippian jail. The high
school class began a lively session of questions and answers
with Bishop ANTHONY. Some
of the questions were about his
life and his music. Others were
about how he became the Bishop and about bishops in general.
One very interesting question
was, “Do you have to be a priest
before you become a bishop?”
In his response, we learned that
in today’s church that is usually
the path. In the early church,
however, that was not always
the case, and Bishop ANTHONY
explained that our beloved St.
Nicholas was a pious layman at
the time he was elected.
Following this a luncheon was
served, hosted by church school
superintendents Sheryl VanderWagen and Andrea VanProoyen.
Immediately after lunch, members of the St. George Teen Soyo
met with Bishop ANTHONY and
discussed their challenges as
faithful orthodox in today’s world.
Saturday night the Bishop
greeted about 200 parishion
ers at a dinner in St. George’s

beautiful banquet center. Parish
Council Chairman, Abe Howell,
thanked the Bishop for sharing
the weekend with St. George and
shared a video showing highlights of St. George’s 100 years.
Bishop ANTHONY spoke
about the importance of church
and the role it plays as an extended family. “As the nuclear
family now is more spread out,
you know that wherever you
go, you have your church family.” He also spoke about the
Orthodox Church and its historical roots. “We are not an ethnic
church,” he said. “We are an
ethical church.”
Bishop ANTHONY’s weekend
concluded with the Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy on Sunday and
the induction of three new members to the Order Of St. Ignatius.
We were truly blessed to enjoy
the visit and blessing of His Grace.
May God grant him many years!

1905 Issues of The WORD
presented to Bishop JOHN
On May 20, 2012, Lila Bargoot presents a series of historic copies of The WORD
(Al-Kalemat) magazine, dating
back to 1905, to Bishop JOHN,
the magazine’s editor. Some 19
volumes, issued monthly, were
edited by Bishop RAPHAEL
(Hawaweeny). The issues contain information about events
in the entire Archdiocese, at
that time in its infancy, including weddings, christenings and
funerals. They were presented
to Bishop JOHN at St. Mary
Antiochian Orthodox Church on
Sunday.
Lila’s husband, John, who
passed away in 1991, had saved
these in the cellar of their home

and they were only recently recovered. John and Lila were
faithful parishioners of St. Mary
for over 75 years. Before he
died, John was a dedicated assistant to Fr. Athanasius Saliba.
He performed vestry duties and
worked tirelessly for his Church.

Memorial Service in
Montreal for Ghassan Tueni
On July 22, 2012, at St.
George Orthodox Church in
Montreal, a memorial service
was held on the occasion of
the 40th day memorial of Mr.
Ghassan Tueni, former editor
and publisher of the An Nahar
newspaper. The Bishop of Ottawa, Eastern Canada and Upstate New York,
His Grace ALEXANDER (Mufarij) presided
at the Divine Liturgy on behalf
of
Metropolitan PHILIP. His
Eminence sent
a moving message which was
read by the current editor and publisher of
the An Nahar and Al Akbar
newspapers. Representatives of
Christian denominations, Christian political organizations and
the Muslim faith attended. The
church, whose pastor is the
Very Reverend Economos Antony Gabriel, was full to capacity,
as Ghassan Tueni was known,
respected and loved by many.
May his soul rest in peace and
may his memory be eternal.

Memorial Service
for Ghassan Tueni
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egin the journey.

This commitment
will last a lifetime
and will not
diminish support of
your local parish

Take the First Step and
Join The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch
Members of The Order come from all walks of life with
one thing in common – a belief in Orthodoxy and in
answering the Lord’s call to help others. Join Today!
To learn more, call 201-871-1355 or e-mail:
theorder@antiochian.org or return this slip to:
The Order
358 Mountain Road
Englewood, NJ 07631

Yes, I want more information
about The Order.
Name:
Address:
Phone:
E-mail:
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