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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy:

DEFENDING THE FAITH 

Is God a Person or is this Person the Father, Who is God?

STATEMENT

Indeed we know and confess God – the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit –to be without
beginning and without end. He is everlasting and eternal, uncreated, unchangeable,
inalterable, uncompounded, incorporeal, invisible, untouchable, uncircumscribed,
unlimited, incomprehensible, beyond understanding, good, just, maker of all created
things, all-powerful, all-ruling, all-seeing, all-providing, sovereign and judge.

COMMENTARY

We know the Father to be a divine Person, one of the Godhead.  We also know the Father to be

the source of: His Son by begotteness, and the Holy Spirit by the property of procession.  Thus

each divine Person of the One Godhead – the Trinity –  is a distinct, divine Who .

This term ‘God', often points to God, the Father. Yet more, the term ‘God’, helps introduce us to

there being a divine family, a Trinity, sharing between them the same divine nature & energies. 

Thus ‘God’ can be seen as a family name such as Smith or Jones.  It indicates how each individual

Person of the Holy Trinity, shares – equally, fully, and without confusion – the One and same

divine nature.  Also, as there is one nature of the family of God, there is also one divine energy.

For every nature has its energy. This too, is shared equally, fully, and without confusion by each

of the Three. This energy is often called works, miracles, grace, etc.

Therefore the term God refers to what we know of the Father – family, nature and energy – while

the term Father, refers to Him as a Who . Thus we are called to know ‘God the Father – what is

true and not true, about Him. For what is of the Father, is also true of His Son and the Holy Spirit.

The Father has no beginning or ending. He is not bound by time. He is not created nor does He

change. He does not alter nor made up of parts. He is not a mixture of different things. He does

not have a body. He cannot be seen. He cannot be felt. He cannot have a circle drawn around

Him. He cannot be measured. He cannot be comprehended. He cannot be understood.

At the same time, God the Father is good. He is just. He is the maker of everything created. He

is all-encompassing. He is all-ruling with all-authority. He is all-seeing. He is all-providing. He is

sovereign. He is judge.

Thus when we say ‘God’, see a family having the same one nature/energy.  For ‘God’ is not a Who.

In the Peace of His Victory over darkness and empty teachings,

Director - SAAOT

Special  REQUEST: 
Our printer is on it last legs. 

No replacement parts. 
WE need your help.
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