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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

PROPHET HOSEA: THE ONE GOD IS HELP

HIS CROSS AND HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION

Book of Hosea, 6:1-3 – OSB Septuagint Old Testament

Hosea is often remembered for his deep suffering. Some 800 years before the Word of God

became Incarnate, Hosea forewarned the Northern Kingdom of Israel of a coming period of

great darkness, a darkness not seen since their days in Egypt. This time, it would be at the

hands of the dreaded Assyrian warriors.   

Amazing as it is to us, the Lord commanded Hosea to, “Go take a wife of fornication . . .”, i.e.,

marry a woman who was essentially a prostitute and probably a worshiper of Baal. Yet as a

courageous servant of his God, YHWH, his hope remained steadfast, and he loved his spouse,

regardless of her adulteress ways. One might see a parallel here to the Lord's long-suffering

relationship with His beloved Jews, a people soon to suffer a great chastisement for not keeping

their covenant with their loving Lord. Instead, they chose the wanderings of a Prodigal Son,

trusting in themselves and earthly wealth and power, willing to forsake their eternal

inheritance. They were without excuse.  

Yet Hosea did not despair.  His faith and great joy in the Lord's coming Incarnation sustained

him. He held a deep trust in the Lord's compassion and love of His children. He knew any

chastisement of the Lord, is for our betterment; to turn us to the things of the Lord which are

far-greater.  He also knew His Lord God, never forsakes or abandons us, regardless of  our poor

choosing and reckless self-serving.  May we all return to Him, as lowly, coachable  servants. 

Chapter 4 makes clear this coming tribulations, particularly verses 1-3. The dark tone of

those predictions are clear in its reasoning: There was no truth, or merciful compassion,

or acknowledgment of their One God, in all the land.  So too was the coming chastisement

justified: The land shall mourn and all who dwell there, shall be diminished to near

hopelessness, through war, slavery and dispersion. Yet in the aftermath and with His

blessing, comes a far greater hope and promise to those with ears to hear and eyes to see.

After forewarning the Southern Kingdom of Judah, in chapter five, chapter six speaks to a

significant theme of Scripture – “Let us go and return to the Lord, our One God.” And

with it, a foretaste of the Good News of the New Testament. No more dead offerings and

bloodless sacrifices.  Instead, the living offering of the Holy Redeemer Himself, along with His

sacrificial blood sprinkled with the life-giving water of the Holy Spirit. The dead tree of man’s

vain imaginings, is to be Transfigured into the Tree of Life, with Christ its divine first-fruits. 

It is here, to this place – His Banquet Feast Table – that we are invited to participate, with hearts

filled with thankfulness, appreciation, and an ever-lasting gratitude. For it is here, through faith,

we are made anew, living with Him and sharing in His Cup of Grace that runneth over.
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Let us briefly turn to Chapter 6:  Verse 1, 2, and 3. This is a wonderful introduction to the

prophecy of the Lord's Incarnation and our returning Home with Him, to Paradise.

1 ‘“Let us go and return to the Lord our One God; For He has grasped and will heal

us; He will smite and plug the wound with lint. 2 After two days He will heal us. In

the third day we shall rise, And live before Him. 3 Let us know, let us pursue Him,

that we might know the Lord. We shall find Him ready as the daybreak, as He will

come  to us, as the early and latter rain to the earth.”

Verse 1, reminds us our Lord God – the Word of God – even in chastisement (Hos 5:12ff),

remains our one hope, Who holds us always, able to cleanse and heal our wounds (Job 5:18).

He reminds us as well, that the purpose of chastisement is primarily of instruction, to bring His

people Home, as promised.  It is not punishment for the sake of punishment. 

Verse 2  speaks to the promised given Adam and Eve, to those captive in Hades, who will rise

with Him, redeemed and restored to Paradise, reconciled through the forgiveness of His cross.

The word “live” should be seen as a dynamic state of His resurrection, motivated and

encouraged by our desire to be with Him, participating in His Grace.  For certain, the concept

of the resurrection not only expresses the power of the Lord, but of a loving Father Who greatly

desires our being saved, healed, and made whole through Him, with His Spirit. Verse Two also

reminds us of the Lord's glorious resurrection on the third day, as referenced in 1 Cor 15:4. 

Verse 3 speaks to our necessity to seek and know our Lord; to know Him by His personal

name, Jesus, and acknowledge Him, to be our Christ, our only Hope. For He, YHWH in the

flesh, is the Light, the Life, and the Way, the Lord of eternal life and death. This should cause

us to be vigilant and fully aware of the absolute importance of our fully trusting in Him; of our

having complete faith in His love for us, with the assuredness of the sun rising each morning.

Yet to His faithful, even more.  He comes  like the refreshing rains of spring, bringing forth new

life from seeds planted in the good soils.  He helps us grow in knowing Him, to be good and

faithful servants in love of our neighbor. Such is the good fruit of worshiping Him, in Heavenly

worship. For He offers us the promise of His cross – His Banquet Table, His resurrection and

the divine waters of His baptism.  He is our hope, our deliverer and Savior. 

Let us give thanks of praise to our Prophet Hosea and His

profound prophecy. For it brings the joyful news about our Lord

and His triumphant victory over death, all fears of Hades, and

any teaching contrary to Jesus and His being our Christ. 

May we remain steadfast in the Peace and Promise of His Incarnation.

Sincerely – Paul
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