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EDITORIAL

COVER: THE MARTYRDOM OF
ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH
by Niko Chocheli

HEALING THE HEALER
WHEN I WAS IN COLLEGE A FEW YEARS AGO, MARLO T HOMAS DID A RECORD FOR CHILDREN
CALLED FREE TO BE YOU AND ME. LET ME SHARE WITH YOU ONE OF THE SONGS THAT HAS
RUNG IN MY EARS SINCE THAT TIME. TOM SMOTHERS SANG THIS HELPING SONG.

Helping

by Shel Silverstein
Agatha Fry, she made a pie
And Christopher John helped bake it.
Christopher John, he mowed the lawn
And Agatha Fry helped rake it.
Now, Zachary Zugg took out the rug
And Jennifer Joy helped shake it.
Then Jennifer Joy, she made a toy,
And Zachary Zugg helped break it.
And some kind
That helping’s
And some kind
We all can do

of help is the kind of help
all about,
of help is the kind of help
without.

I am convinced that that all Christians are helpers,
or care-givers, and, moreover, we all need to identify our
own real needs and deliberately do what is necessary to
meet them. We cannot go on meeting the needs of others without regularly caring for ourselves. We will simply
burn out. Our needs, like the needs of those we serve,
include social, spiritual and physical needs. We need to
care for our souls, minds and bodies.
We are social creatures. We need mentors, peers and
protégés. Everyone needs a Paul, a Barnabas and a Timothy. We need
• mentors to guide us;
• peers to challenge us; and
• protégés to help us mature.
We need all three to help us carry the burdens of our
ministries to each other, our families, our parishes, and
our world.

Without mentors and peers, we add stress to our
marital and family relationships, burdening our family
with the work that could be borne, and perhaps should
be borne, by fellow care-givers. Christ calls us to carry
His and each other’s crosses. When we pull together, our
burdens are lightened. In our day, debriefing after stressful professional encounters is discouraged, and, with
HIPPA laws, even illegal. We tell our boys to “man up”
and not to whine; we encourage self-reliance at the expense of social connections. Without mentors, we add
unnecessary pressure on ourselves, thinking we have to
learn everything the hard way, and often at great cost.
Friendships have to be mutually beneficial and free.
If we do not choose and regulate our relationships, even
with our mentors, we may become resentful and feel
imposed upon, or controlled. Likewise, we need to respect the time and boundaries of the people we serve,

The Word 3

The Most Reverend
Metropolitan JOSEPH
The Right Reverend
Bishop ANTOUN
The Right Reverend
Bishop BASIL
The Right Reverend
Bishop THOMAS
The Right Reverend
Bishop ALEXANDER
The Right Reverend
Bishop JOHN
The Right Reverend
Bishop ANTHONY
The Right Reverend
Bishop NICHOLAS
Founded in Arabic as
Al Kalimat in 1905
by Saint Raphael (Hawaweeny)
Founded in English as
The WORD in 1957
by Metropolitan ANTONY (Bashir)
Editor in Chief

The Rt. Rev. Bishop JOHN, D.Min.

Assistant Editor

Christopher Humphrey, Ph.D.

Design Director

Donna Griffin Albert

Editorial Board

The Very Rev. Joseph J. Allen, Th.D.
Anthony Bashir, Ph.D.
The Very Rev. Antony Gabriel, Th.M.
Ronald Nicola
Najib E. Saliba, Ph.D.
Member
The Associated Church Press
Ancient Faith Publishing
Ecumenical News International
Orthodox Press Service
Editorial Office:
The WORD
2 Lydia’s Path
Westborough, MA 01581-1841
e-mail: WORDMAG@AOL.COM
Subscription Office:
358 Mountain Road
PO Box 5238
Englewood, NJ 07631-5238

o therwise they will feel manipulated and misused. When any of us needs help, we are hyper-vigilant about being v ulnerable. We need to take great care to respect our own and the
boundaries of others.
This brings me to a dilemma. What should care-givers share with their spouses? If we
share specifics, we run the risk of breaking confidences, and damaging the relationships
of our spouses with the people that we serve. If we don’t share anything, our spouses may
assume that we are dissatisfied with them, and cause them harm. We need to somehow
balance our family and parish needs, and share enough, but not too much. We might say
something like, “Sorry to be a bit pre-occupied. I am grateful for your support and love.”
Not sharing our burdens, not caring for our social needs, and not sharing our burdens
will lead to burn-out. Mentors, peers and protégés are “the kind of help that helping’s all
about!”
The first gifts of the Church are those of initiation. Being the Church is being called out
of the world to belong to God. This relationship requires continuous nourishment through
study, prayer, confession and spiritual guidance. When we care for ourselves this way, we
serve our spouses, families, parishes, and communities better. When we pray, study and
confess, we model healthy living for everyone. Likewise, when we care for our spouses, we
model for our families godly love and responsibility. When we keep our families a priority,
we model that priority for our parish and community. When we care for our parishes, we
show the value and importance of the Church in our process of healing and salvation. Not
keeping a balance, and not meeting the needs of each, is not the kind of help that helping
is all about.
Being right with God and each other creates a satisfaction and sense of peace which in
itself is healing. Sharing our peacefulness is godly hospitality. This is a tool and responsibility of all Christians. By providing in our peacefulness a safe place, we provide a place of
healing. Healing comes from God. To receive it we need to be fair to ourselves and others.
We need to be an instrument of God’s peace. We need to be appropriately nice to ourselves
and others, and provide ourselves and each other TLC – “Tender Loving Care.” This is the
kind of help that helping is all about.
Bishop JOHN
Bishop JOHN shared these ideas at a family conference
in Pittsburgh, Orthodox Family in a Changing World.

“CROWN THEM WITH GLORY AND HONOR.” WITH THESE WORDS, THE BRIDE AND GROOM ARE

Nicholas G. Mamey,
M.Div., Th.M.

BLESSED WITH WEDDING CROWNS, CONFIRMING THAT GOD IS BLESSING THIS MARRIAGE WITH
HIS GIFT OF ETERNITY OR SALVATION IN THE SACRAMENTAL MYSTERY OF MARRIAGE. WHEN
THE COUPLE RECEIVES THE CROWNS THEY ARE ACTUALLY PARTICIPATING IN THE DIVINE, BECAUSE IT IS THROUGH GOD’S BLESSING AS EXPRESSED IN THE WEDDING CROWNS THAT WE

“Tender Loving Care.”
This is the kind of help
that helping is all about.
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MARRIAGE CROWNS OF VICTORY,
ROYALTY, AND MARTYRDOM

AS CHRISTIANS RECEIVE THE FULL REALITY OF UNITY WITH GOD AND EACH OTHER. THE COUPLE IS GRANTED HOLY AND BLESSED CROWNS, WHICH CONFIRM BOTH IN HEAVEN AND ON
EARTH THAT THIS MAN AND WOMAN ARE CALLED TOGETHER AS ROYALTY, CHAMPIONS, AND
MARTYRS. IT IS NOT WITHOUT REASON THAT THE CHURCH BESTOWS ON A CROWNED COUPLE
THESE TITLES; RATHER, THE POSITIONS IMPLIED HAVE REAL AND PRACTICAL RESPONSIBILITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE APPROPRIATELY IN CHRIST AS ONE.
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Marriage Crowns of Victory, Royalty, and Martyrdom

C

rowning the couple as royalty has real and
practical implications. With these crowns,
the husband and wife take on the responsibility to be stewards of their new household or kingdom. They come together from two separate
families not just for the purpose of uniting them, but in
order to create a new family in dedication to God. In this
experience, the couple learns to grow and draw together
as a living and united proclamation to God. In the words
of Fr. Alexander Schmemann,
This is what the marriage crowns express: that
here is the beginning of a small kingdom which can
be something like the true Kingdom. The chance
will be lost, perhaps even in one night; but at this
moment it is still a possibility. Yet even when it has
been lost, and lost again a thousand times, still if
two people stay together, they are in a real sense
king and queen to each other. And after forty odd
years, Adam can still turn to Eve standing beside
him, in a unity with himself which in some small
way at least proclaims the love of God’s Kingdom.1
The responsibility of a king and queen is to care for
the land to which they are attached; similarly, the married couple is now called to care for this new gift. Just

as Adam and Eve were given dominion to care for the
earth, the newly married couple is blessed and sent to
rule over the place and time that God has given them; a
family. In Christ, this time and space is reclaimed to be
holy. This little church (their family) will be where God
is worshiped and children are taught to respect Him.
The state of being crowned is one of order, and
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this “ordering” is an ordination, which God has
prepared for those who are called to marriage. In
the world, a King is crowned to receive the responsibility of the head of state. His royalty is his position of authority, and he will forever live within this
order or position. Sacramentally, being crowned in
the state of marriage expresses one’s position of responsibility to another, and if granted children, responsibility to them as well. The family, for both
the crowned queen and king of this marriage, becomes a country sustained in its service to the God
who established it.2
The crowns are also a symbol of victory. This can be
traced back through our rich history to the time of the
ancient Greeks and the Olympic games. In these, the
greatest athletes in the land would come to compete arduously in many sports, for glory and with the hope of
winning the champion’s crown. This crown was formed
from wild olive leaves and the branch of a sacred pagan olive tree near the temple of Zeus in Olympia. The
crown was simple, but everyone saw it as a representation of power, and as one of the greatest honors a Greek
could receive. It was for this honor, this title, this trophy,
that the Olympians fought and competed.3
Winning such a magnificent olive-branch crown was
a reason for great joy! This association of joy and the olive branch would remain, even in our view of the wedding crowns today. “It was an olive branch which a dove
brought to Noah to announce God’s forgiveness and reconciliation with man after the Flood. This ‘natural‘ symbolism of oil determined from the beginning its use in
the liturgical life of the Church.”4
If the crowns represent victory for the couple in the
Church, the question remains, “What victory have they
won?” In a society that promotes and encourages values that stray from traditional and holy relationships,
the Church makes a point to recognize that the couple
has come to the mature decision to remain “chaste” and
dedicate their lives to God and through each other. The
marriage crowns are awarded to the victorious bride
and groom for continence in the face of their passions.
Saint John Chrysostom describes the wedding crowns
as “garlands” and understood them to be a sign of purity and continence preserved by the couple thus far.
“Garlands are wont to be worn on the heads of bridegrooms, as a symbol of victory, betokening that they
approach the marriage bed unconquered by pleasure.
But if captivated by pleasure he has given himself up
to harlots, why does he wear the garland, since he has

been subdued?”5 Within these crowns, the Church recognizes and grants the pure and chaste couple a prize of
victory, with a congregation encouraging them to continue. “Here we acknowledging the victory over sin that
bride and groom like husband and wife is called to. Like
the champion Olympians of old, the couple is presented
to their spectators, their teammates, the laity, as fellow
victors.”6
The third meaning of the
crowns is of marriage as a witness or martyrdom. Within the
apolitikion of the martyrs, the
Church prays, “Thy Martyrs, O
Lord, in their courageous contest
for Thee received as the prize the
crowns of incorruption and life
from Thee, our immortal God.
For since they possessed Thy
strength, they cast down the tyrants and wholly destroyed the
demons’ strengthless presumption.” In this prayer the Church
acknowledges the beauty of the
perseverance and love shown
forth by the holy men and women who gave up their life for the faith. Pressured with
death to give up their faith in Christ, the holy martyrs
of the Church joyfully received this call. Marriage, too,
calls the husband and wife to lay down their life for one
another, not necessarily with death, but by sacrificing
selfish wants and desires for the other’s well-being even
unto death.
The glory and the honor is that of the martyr’s
crown. For the way to the Kingdom is the martyria
– bearing witness to Christ. And this means crucifixion and suffering. A marriage which does not
constantly crucify its own selfishness and self-sufficiency, which does not “die to itself ” that it may
point beyond itself, is not a Christian marriage. The
real sin of marriage today is not adultery or lack of
“adjustment” or “mental cruelty.” It is the idolization of the family itself, the refusal to understand
marriage as directed toward the Kingdom of God.”7

martyrdom. As Christ took up His cross, the married
are to “take up their crowns” by living a life that reflects
all the realities contained within the crowns they wear.
Thereby the husband and wife pursue a life in Christ and
participate in the beauty revealed in the eternal sacrament of marriage.

Nicholas is a graduate of
Holy Cross Seminary and
co-authored with Bishop
JOHN, Building an Orthodox Marriage: A Practical
Commentary on the Eastern Orthodox Marriage
Rite. This book is available
from the Archdiocese
Bookstore at the Antiochian Village (http://store.
antiochianvillage.org).

1. Alexander Schmemann, For the Life of the World: Sacraments
and Orthodoxy (Crestwood, N.Y.: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press,
1973), pp. 89–90.
2. John Abdalah, Nicholas G. Mamey, Building an Orthodox Marriage: A Practical Commentary on the Eastern Orthodox Marriage
Rite, (Crestwood, N.Y.: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2017), p.
55.
3. See Herodotus, The Persian Wars 8.26 (Godley, LCL). After the
Battle of Thermopylae, Xerxes was puzzled as to why so few Greeks
were defending the city. Upon learning that they were gathered
for the Olympic games, Xerxes inquired once again, “What is the
prize for the winner?” He was given the answer, “An olive branch.”
One of his generals, Tigranes, said, “Good heavens! Mardonius,
what kind of men are these against whom you have brought us to
fight? Men who do not compete for possessions, but for honor.”
4. Alexander Schmemann, Of Water and the Spirit: A Liturgical
Study of Baptism (Crestwood, N.Y.: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press,
1974), p. 51.
5. John Chrysostom, Homilies on 1 Timothy 9 (NPNF1 13:437).
6. Abdalah, Mamey, Building an Orthodox Marriage, p. 52.
7. Schmemann, Life of the World, p. 90 (italics in original).

Within the marriage service the priest prays that God
will “take up their crowns.” This request is a plea that the
husband and wife may live in holiness, so that they may
be lifted up to salvation. These same God-given crowns
that bestow honor and glory in royalty, and victory to
the husband and wife, also bestow honor and glory in
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ple to realize that stewardship is not just about money.
Someone came up with the phrase “time, talents, and
treasures.” There is also the whole matter of “stewardship
of the earth,” taking proper care of the planet that God
has given us (Genesis 1:26; Psalm 8:6): conserving water,
recycling paper and aluminum, preserving wetlands and
rainforests. Or we might speak of “stewardship of our
families” (Exodus 20:12; Proverbs 22:6; Mark 7:9–13;
1 Timothy 5:8): nurturing our marriages, raising happy
and healthy children, caring for elderly parents. In truth,
stewardship involves lots of things.
Properly speaking, stewardship is about all of life,
about giving ourselves to God and using all that God
has given us in grateful and appropriate ways. Yet we talk
mostly about money because more than anything else
we find money to be the greatest challenge.

STEWARDSHIP
GETTING COMPLETELY WET

know: what the Bible teaches about stewardship is good
news! When we come to understand and practice what
the Bible says about stewardship, we will live happier,
more fulfilled lives.
PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP
1. Give cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7): “Let each
person give as his heart tells him, not grudgingly nor under compulsion, for the Lord loves a
cheerful giver.”
2. Give with gratitude (Chronicles 29:13–14): “We
thank you, our God, … for all things come from
you and we have only given back what is yours
already.”
3. Tithing (Malachi 3:10): “Bring your whole tithe,
that there may be food in my house, and try me

																 “You cannot serve God and mammon”
John Kaloudis

(Matthew 6:24)

IT INVOLVES TALK ABOUT MONEY

HAVE YOU HEARD THE STORY ABOUT THE BAPTISM OF THE GAULS? THE GAULS WERE A FEARED,
WAR-LIKE PEOPLE WHO IN ANCIENT TIMES INHABITED WHAT IS NOW FRANCE AND BELGIUM.
BY THE TIME OF THE CHRISTIAN ERA THEY HAD BEEN CONQUERED BY THE ROMAN EMPIRE AND
WERE SUPPOSEDLY UNDER ITS CONTROL. THE EXTENT OF THIS CONTROL VARIED, AND THERE
WERE NUMEROUS GALLIC UPRISINGS.

A

number of Christian missionaries ventured
into Gallic territory and many of the Gauls
were baptized. Further, when a converted
warrior was baptized in a river or stream, he
would hold one arm high in the air as the missionary
dunked him under the water. This seemed a peculiar
custom and the missionaries soon learned the reason.
When the next battle or skirmish broke out, the warlike Gaul could proclaim: “This arm is not baptized!”
He would then grab his weapon and ride off to destroy
his enemy.
STEWARDSHIP IS ABOUT GETTING COMPLETELY WET
The reason I share this story is because I find it compelling: the picture of someone trying to keep one part
of their body, one aspect of their identity, free from the
influence of baptism. Another reason I share the story is
because stewardship, like baptism, is about getting completely wet. It is about looking at ourselves, discovering
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what it is that we would like to keep dry, and then immersing whatever that is in the waters of Holy Baptism.
KEEPING OUR MONEY DRY
Stewardship is about giving to God. It is about turning total control of our lives over to God. But when we
hear the word stewardship, what is the first thing that we
think of? Many people say, “Money,” and there may be
two reasons for that. First, there is a lingering misconception among many Orthodox that stewardship is just
a fancy word for “fund-raising.” But stewardship is not
fund-raising. It is a way of life. Second, in today’s world,
money is the one thing that many of us would most like
to keep dry. Many of us want to go under the water with
that outstretched arm clutching ... not an ax or a warhammer, but a purse or wallet. That is why, when we
talk about stewardship today, we often talk about money
more than we do about anything else.
STEWARDSHIP INVOLVES LOTS OF THINGS
For some years now we have been trying to get peo-

The Bible reports Jesus as saying, “You cannot serve
God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24); mammon refers
to money and the things that money can buy – material possessions. Jesus might have said this about “God
and politics” or about “God and sports” or about God
and any number of other things that might become obsessions, but he didn’t. He said, “God and mammon”
– money.
The Bible also presents the Apostle Paul as saying,
“The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil” (1
Timothy 6:10). Paul might have said this about “the love
of status” or “the love of power” or the love of any number of other things, but he didn’t. He said money.
Money and material possessions are especially prominent candidates for idolatry, and are chief contenders
for unwarranted affection. A Christian writer said that
humans need to experience three conversions: (1) a conversion of heart, (2) a conversion of the mind, and (3) a
conversion of the purse.
IS YOUR MONEY OFF-LIMITS TO SPIRITUAL
INSPECTION?
Even baptized people like to keep their money dry.
In fact, many of us try to rope off this one area of our
life as “off-limits” to spiritual inspection. “It’s nobody’s
business what I do with my money,” we say, not realizing
just how foolish that sounds. It’s God’s business, isn’t it?
Yet here is something that many people do not

in this, says the Lord of hosts and I shall open for
you the floodgates of heaven, to pour blessings
upon you without measure.”
4. Giving is spiritual: there are 2,450 passages in
Scripture about money – more than those on
prayer, salvation, heaven, hell, mercy or any
other topic.
5. Stewardship is a call to discipleship (Romans
12:1): “By the mercies of God offer your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.”
6. Everything comes from God (Psalm 24:1, Psalm
104:24, Nehemiah 9:6–8): “The earth is the
Lord’s and the fullness thereof.” “Great are you
Lord and in wisdom you have created all.” “You,
Lord, have made the heavens, the highest heavens, the earth and all that is upon it, the seas and
all that is in them.”
7. Give of “first fruits” (Proverbs 3:9): “Honor the
Lord with your first fruits.”
8. Give liberally (2 Corinthians 9:6): “He who sows
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who
sows abundantly will also reap abundantly.”
9. Give regularly (1 Corinthians 16:2): “Upon the
first day of every week lay aside a sum of money
for the ministry of the church.”
10. Give without show (Matthew 6:3): “Don’t let
you left hand know what your right hand is
doing.”

John is an Orthodox
Christian with years
of experience in Church
work. He currently works
as the Director of Stewardship and Development
of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Salt Lake City.
He is available for workshops and retreats for
Orthodox parishes.
John can be reached at
kaloudis@dioslc.org
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Hurricane
Harvey Appeal
Beloved in Christ:
Greetings to you and your families as we prepare for the beginning of a new
Church year. We have all witnessed with a heavy heart the catastrophic destruction
and massive flooding in Southeast Texas (and now Western Louisiana) as a result
of Hurricane Harvey. Some of the scenes of suffering have been beyond words. I
have been in constant contact with our clergy and the parishes of the area and am
waiting for an assessment from them in order to help in any way we can. Although
things are still unfolding, we want to be proactive in our appeal to all of you so we
can respond as quickly as possible.
As people of God and the Church of Christ, we feel compelled to help our
brothers and sisters in need. Therefore, I am asking every parish and mission of the
Archdiocese to appeal to their faithful and hold special collections throughout the
month of September so that we can alleviate a little of the pain and suffering the
good people of that area are enduring. Immediately after the last Sunday of September, please send your offerings to the Archdiocese and put in the memo of the check
“Hurricane Harvey Appeal.” Once we have assessed the needs of our parishes and
their faithful who have suffered losses, we will distribute your offerings to them on
your behalf. If there are funds remaining after our distributions to our parishes in
need, we will forward them to the IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities) to help with their work in that area, as they are already on the ground helping
all Texans on behalf of the Orthodox Church.
Please be as generous as possible so that we are able to help those in need as much
as we can.
Wishing you all a blessed beginning of the new ecclesiastical year and praying
that God’s healing hand will touch the people who have suffered as a result of this
destructive hurricane,
I remain,
Your Father in Christ,
+JOSEPH
Archbishop of New York and
Metropolitan of all North America

10 October 2017
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The Martyrdom
of Saint Ignatius of Antioch
Julia Ritter

CURRENT EXHIBITS AT THE
ANTIOCHIAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
INCLUDE NIKO CHOCHELI’S
RECENT PAINTING,
THE MARTYRDOM OF
SAINT IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH,
ON DISPLAY THROUGH
SPRING OF 2018.

I

t is the year 106 A.D., and the Roman emperor
Trajan has ordered Saint Ignatius, the Bishop of
Antioch, to be thrown to the wild beasts as punishment for his refusal to honor the pagan gods. To
the concern of the faithful, who feel he has been wrongly
accused, Bishop Ignatius accepts the emperor’s sentence.
On his long journey from Antioch to the great colosseum
in Rome where he will meet his death, Bishop Ignatius receives many visits and messages of support. He also writes

a number of letters to various communities in response to
their concerns. These letters present to us a picture of his
deep and abiding faith. Of his impending execution, he
says, “Know that I am not being punished for any wrongdoing, neither have I been condemned to death for any
transgressing, but for the sake of my God, by whose love
I am gripped and whom I desire with an insatiable desire.
I am His wheat; may I be ground by the teeth of beasts,
that I may be His pure kurban (altar bread).”

The Martyrdom of Saint Ignatius of Antioch by Niko Chocheli, 2017; acrylic on canvas, 48”x 48”

12 October 2017
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The Martyrdom of St. Ignatius of Antioch

POWERFUL EXPRESSIONS OF FAITH
Many of us are familiar with the icon of Saint Ignatius, in which the saint stands with two lions upon
him, one on each side (see icon at left). In contemplating
the icon, we may be struck by its relatively calm depiction of the lions’ attack and the saint’s posture of graceful acceptance. This is certainly not the fight-or-flight

wanted this painting to be a voice for the Saint himself,
ever-convicting, challenging, calling us to holiness, and
calling us to love Christ so much that we might be – as
Saint Ignatius was – fearless.”
For Saint Ignatius, the pain of death is overcome by
the light and hope of Christ. Niko Chocheli’s painting
expresses this by contrasting the earthly realities of the
saint’s death – the shadowy spaces of the Roman colos-

“I am His wheat; may I be ground by the teeth of beasts,
that I may be His pure kurban (altar bread).”
St. Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch

response that most of us would have in such a situation.
Icons often express a spiritual or theological message, so,
though this icon depicts what must have been a chaotic
scene, its composition allows us to transcend the earthly
realities of the moment – just as Saint Ignatius did – as
we observe the saint’s peaceful stance and open-handed
gesture. Through the icon, we are reminded of the peace
and hope of Christ, which Saint Ignatius held close in
both life and death.
Having studied both iconography and classical
painting, artist Niko Chocheli has drawn on both traditions to communicate his Orthodox Christian faith
throughout his career. In The Martyrdom of Saint Ignatius, he employs the classical traditions of the European
Masters to create a scene that is not as stylized as an icon.
We might say the painting portrays a little more “earthly
reality.” These two traditions, however, share something
in common: both rely on a visual language of color and
composition, passed down through the generations, to
convey a story or deeper meaning. The Martyrdom of
Saint Ignatius is an example of how classical painting can
serve as a powerful expression of one’s Orthodox Christian faith. As with the icon of Saint Ignatius, Chocheli’s
painting communicates the presence of hope and joy in
an otherwise sad, painful scene.
“As this painting was in progress on my easel,” says
Chocheli, “it became a voice telling the story of this
great saint to whoever entered my studio: my students,
their parents, and other visitors. It also became a testimony of my Orthodox Christian faith and an opportunity to share with others what I love and care about. I
wanted it to be a powerful representation of the last victory of this saint on earth. I wanted it to glow with light
to inspire those who came across it, even those who had
never before heard of Saint Ignatius of Antioch. I also
14 October 2017

seum and dark forms of the wild cats – with the bright,
glowing light of God emanating from the saint himself. When we consider this, and observe the saint’s outstretched arm, his hand in a gesture of blessing, we touch
a truth that can accompany us through our own challenges: Saint Ignatius overcame fear, and kept his sights
set on God, even in the midst of extraordinarily challenging circumstances. The painting invites us to contemplate Saint Ignatius’ deep faith, and what it means to
trust and have hope in Christ.
ABOUT THE ARTIST
Niko Chocheli grew up in the Republic of Georgia,
a country with deep Orthodox Christian roots. He now
lives near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he maintains his studio and teaches art to students of all ages
at the Chocheli School of Fine Arts. He is known for
his beautifully illustrated children’s books, including titles published by St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, such as
The Book of Jonah, Prepare O Bethlehem, and The Praises:
Psalm 148. In 1997, his artistic achievements and talents
were acknowledged by the United States government
when he joined a prestigious list of people (including
cellist Yo-Yo Ma) granted lawful permanent residence in
the U.S. on account of their “extraordinary ability in the
arts.” He is recognized as a painter, iconographer, and
illustrator of children’s books, and is a recipient of the
Bucks County (Pennsylvania) Chamber of Commerce
Lifetime Achievement Award for his “significant impact
on the cultural and artistic life of the community.” He
and his wife, Kristen, attend St. Philip Antiochian Orthodox Church in Souderton, Pennsylvania.
To learn more about the art of Niko Chocheli, please
visit www.nikochocheli.com.

CAMPER MUSEUM TOURS
During this past summer, the Morning Program coordinator of Antiochian Village’s Camp, Kiara Stewart,
chose to focus on Chocheli’s painting during their museum tours. Counselors used it as a jumping-off point
as they led discussions with campers. The talked about
the story of Saint Ignatius’s martyrdom, and considered
differences between iconography and classical painting.
They explored ways to incorporate their faith in their
daily lives the way Chocheli uses his talents and daily
activities to glorify God through this work. According to
Stewart, one of the goals of the discussion was “to help
each camper develop a concrete practice they can take
home and bring into their life.” She notes that people
who love working with their hands – woodworking, art,
working on cars, crafts, and so forth – can pray as they
work and let God guide their hands. Those who like to
walk or hike in nature can let themselves be open to the
beauty of God’s creation, encountering Him there. Says
Stewart, “Not everyone is able to sit still and pray for
extended periods of time, or has the resources to be an
iconographer, so we want to help them understand that
there are plenty of other ways to offer our time to God.”
THE ORDER OF ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH
Near the Chocheli exhibit, there is a display case
dedicated to presenting information about the organization named for this great saint: The Order of St. Ignatius

of Antioch. The guiding principle of the Order is based
on the words of the Saint:
Let no man’s place, or dignity, or riches, puff him
up; and let no man’s low condition or poverty abase
him. For the chief points are faith towards God,
hope towards Christ, the enjoyment of those good
things for which we look, and love towards God
and our neighbor.
The objective of The Order of Saint Ignatius is to
support financially the departments, programs and charitable works of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese,
the Patriarchate of Antioch, and the Orthodox Christian
faith. The Order assists the Archdiocese in its continuing efforts to reach out to all in need and bring to them
the message of the Gospel. It has provided funding for
Museum and Library acquisitions over the years, thereby
supporting the outreach and ministry of the Antiochian
Village through enriching its unique resources and exhibits. For further information about The Order of Saint
Ignatius, please visit www.orderofstignatius.org.
ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE WELCOMES YOU!
We encourage everyone to make the journey to the
Village, whether for a day trip or for an overnight visit. Come and enjoy our picturesque grounds and the
unique exhibits and resources offered in our museum,
library, chapel, and bookstore. Relax and retreat in our
peaceful Orthodox Christian setting, away from the distractions of daily life. While the Conference & Retreat
Center specializes in group events, such as church retreats and family reunions, we also welcome individual
reservations, subject to availability. Our spacious facility, with its comfortable, clean and affordable lodging rooms, is open year-round. For more information,
please visit our website www.antiochianvillage.org, or
call us at 724-238-3677 x400.
“Thus, my friends, when you become weary, depressed,
tired of life, empty, laden with heavy burdens, when
you lose direction in life and communion with God, go
to the mountain, to the Antiochian Village, and you
will find rest.” – Metropolitan PHILIP, upon the
founding of Antiochian Village in 1978
Julia Ritter
Museum Curator & Librarian
Antiochian Village
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Sacred Illuminations
In addition to Niko Chocheli’s work, the Antiochian Heritage Museum is exhibiting recent paintings by Tatiana Nikolova-Houston, whose Sacred Illuminations are deeply influenced by the colorful, interwoven designs of Slavic manuscripts and by the folk art traditions of her native Bulgaria. In March, Tatiana received an enthusiastic welcome during the
Antiochian Women Lenten Retreat at Antiochian Village, where she had reproductions of
her original paintings available for purchase in the Main Lobby. She was also blessed with
the opportunity to share her art and her Orthodox faith with members of two other Christian women’s groups who were holding retreats at the Village that same weekend.
Tatiana, who has a Ph.D. and M.L.I.S. from the University of Texas at Austin, is a past
recipient of a grant from The Order of St. Ignatius. The grant supported her work to preserve a collection of
early Slavic manuscripts
which had been deteriorating under poor
conditions in a Bulgarian monastery. Thanks
to the Order, she was
able to help develop better storage conditions
for these treasures of Orthodox Christianity, and
make progress digitizing
the collection. Her experience with these ancient
manuscripts inspired
her to begin creating
her Sacred Illuminations paintings. Tatiana
lives with her husband
and daughter in Austin,
Texas, where they attend
St. Elias Antiochian Orthodox Church. To learn
more about her artwork,
please visit www.sacredillumination.com.
Tree of Life - Seven Birds by Tatiana Nikolova-Houston, 2013; gold ink, acrylic
and Swarovski crystals, 7.5” x 9.5”. The seven doves resting on the Tree of
Life represent the seven Spirits described in Isaiah 11:2. Doves are traditionally associated with divine peace, purity, and innocence. The number seven
represents the completion and perfection of Creation on the Sabbath day.
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“CALLED TO BE LEADERS!”
Protodeacon Peter Danilchick

WHO COMES TO MIND WHEN YOU HEAR THE TERM, CHURCH LEADERS? MOST LIKELY, YOU THINK
OF YOUR PRIEST, BISHOP, PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT AND COUNCIL MEMBERS. CERTAINLY,
THESE PEOPLE ARE LARGELY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PARISH’S EVERYDAY LIFE. WE RELY ON
THESE LEADERS, AND ARE GRATEFUL FOR THEIR SERVICE. BUT HAVE YOU ASKED YOURSELF
LATELY IF YOU, TOO, HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO “GIVE BACK” AND BECOME A LEADER IN SOME
WAY? AND HOW AND WHEN WOULD THAT HAPPEN, AND WHAT SKILLS WOULD YOU NEED?

The Gospel calls us not just to rely on a few others to
“lead” us: all members of the Church are called to work
together, to strengthen our common life in Christ, to
reach out to others, and to make disciples. All of us have
been given some form of leadership ability in one way
or another. Our talents and abilities are gifts from God,
as St. Paul tells us: “Each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift … apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors and teachers, to equip his people for
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built
up” (Ephesians 4:7, 11–12).
Still, when we think of these titles – apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers – we often think,
“This doesn’t mean me. I am not any of these things. I am
just an ordinary Christian.” In the Orthodox Church,
however, there is no such thing as an ordinary Christian.
In fact, all of us through our baptism and chrismation
are made anything but ordinary. Surprisingly to many of
us, we are made kings, priests and prophets. St. Gregory of Sinai declared: “All the faithful are truly anointed
priests and kings in the spiritual renewal brought about
through baptism, just as priests and kings were anointed
in former times.”
In our baptism and chrismation, we are clothed with
Christ: “As many as have been baptized into Christ,
have put on Christ.” Christ is the King, the Priest and
the Prophet. He enables us, by grace, to be kings, priest
and prophets.
The king is the benefactor of those for whom he is
responsible. All of us in the Church are responsible
for building up the Church, for helping her people, as
teachers, as greeters, or just offering a kind and gracious
word to those who need it.

The priest is the one who intercedes for others, prays
for them, and ultimately gives his life for them. Each of
us offers prayers, supports, protects, and ultimately sacrifices for one another.
The prophet speaks the word of God with confidence,
with love, regardless of fear or obstacles. We each are
called to encourage one another, to lift up one another, with the comforting yet challenging words of the
Gospel.
The Apostle Peter summed up our gifts and our responsibility: “Come to him, to that living stone, rejected
by men but in God’s sight chosen and precious; and like
living stones be yourselves built into a spiritual house, to
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ . . . . You are a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light”
(1 Peter 2:4–5, 9).
St. Peter takes us to the next stage of leadership, by
emphasizing that we do not work alone. We are to be
built into a house, living stones, to be carefully placed
beside each other, upon each other, under each other,
into the spiritual house which is the Church. The foundation is Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11). We are all placed
upon him. St. Paul said: We are one body in Christ, and
each of us is a member of one another (Romans 12:5).
If one stone is removed or damaged, however, whether
at the top, the side or the bottom, the structure is weakened. Despite the strength of the foundation, the house
may not be able to withstand the forces of storms. It may
not be able to shelter those who need its comfort and
power. At worst, it may fail and fall.
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Called to be Leaders
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So, God has given us gifts through His grace and
we need to work together: bishops, priests, deacons, parish council members, choir members, chanters, teachers,
youth workers, and you. Christian leadership is not one
person working alone, exercising authority and wielding power over others. It is certainly not clergy lording
it over the people. No, it is nothing like that. It is clergy
and laity, all working together, to discover and do the

The clergy manifest Christ to us and we learn through
their example and lives. We learn from our bishop how to
shepherd – which means to take care of – our children,
our spouses, our neighbors, our friends, our colleagues,
anyone who needs our help. We learn from our priest how
to sacrifice, to give of our time, talent and resources for
others, in short, to take up our cross and to truly love others. We learn from our deacon how to serve others, to take

one to befriend, while dismissing others. We must in
turn make friends of all in the Church. There is no room
for cliques, no “us” versus “them.” We must respect and
encourage our differences – some are apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and so on. All have gifts and
it is the job of the leaders in the Church – all of us – to
discover those gifts and cultivate them.
In the Church, first and foremost, we must be friends

will of God. As I wrote in Thy Will Be Done: Strategic
Leadership, Planning, and Management for Christians,
“Christian leadership is the conscious working together in faith and in love, in a community of fathers and
mothers, brothers and sisters, to do God’s will on earth
as it is in heaven, and to attain to the kingdom of God,
in the love of the God the Father, the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and the communion of the Holy Spirit.”
Clergy and laity are one, as the Church is One. The
word laity comes from the Greek laos, which simply
means people. The laity are termed laos tou Theou, the
people of God, who become God’s people through their
baptism and chrismation. All clergy are members of the
laos. They did not give up that exalted privilege when
they were ordained. Rather, their ordination, through
the grace of God, enables them to be shepherd (bishop), sacrifice (priest), and servant (deacon) as Christ was
shepherd, sacrifice and servant.

the initiative to help, to expect nothing in return, in short,
to wash others’ feet as Christ washed His disciples’ feet.
We are called to be one with one another, to be perfectly one, as Jesus prayed, so that the world may know
that the Father has sent Him. The only way this is possible is to love one another as Christ has loved us. To
love one another means to seize every opportunity to
be present with one another, to share our feelings and
concerns with one another, to give of ourselves to one
another, to work together in every ministry and function of the Church.
What does this mean practically? How do we show
love for one another and work together to build the spiritual house that St. Peter calls us to? Jesus called us His
friends: “I have called you friends, for everything that
I learned from my Father I have made known to you”
(John 15:15). He didn’t hold anything back. He wasn’t
standoffish. He was no respecter of persons, choosing

with the priest. In the service of the priest’s ordination,
the bishop places the consecrated lamb, the Body of
Christ, which is the Church, in the priest’s hands telling
him to guard this and keep it whole and unharmed. The
priest thus holds us in his hands. To quote myself, again,
from the same source,
Who holds the priest in his or her hands? Certainly, the bishop has responsibility for overseeing all that the priest does in his service. That
is without question. But in a more intimate and
immanent sense, the people whom the priest
serves hold him in their hands. That is their responsibility, day in and day out. They are called
to show sacrificial love to him just as he is called
to show that love to them. They are called to focus on him, care for him, and love him – and not
only him, but also his wife and children. The peo-

ple are called to be their friends, to have open
ears, hands, and hearts, to “love one another
with brotherly affection [and to] outdo one another in showing honor” (Romans 12:10).
Just as the love between a husband and wife spreads
to their children, the mutual love shown by and between
the priest and the people will overflow to all of the peo-

ple in the Church. Loving one another, they will ask
the Lord to show them the way that they must go to be
His faithful servants in this time and in this place. They
will work together, everyone, bishop and priest, council, choir, chanters, teachers, ministry leaders and parishioners, to seek out the particular mission of the parish
in which they worship and serve. They will hear Jesus’
question: “What do you want me to do for you?” (Mark
10:51) And they – the leaders of the Church – will meet,
pray, and plan together to answer that question as kings,
priests and prophets, eager to mutually discover and do
God’s will, here and now. May His will be done.
Protodeacon Peter serves at St. Mary Orthodox Church in Falls Church,
Virginia, in the Romanian Episcopate of the Orthodox Church in America
(OCA). He also serves as a Trustee of St. Vladimir’s Seminary and on the
Secretariat of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the USA.
He is a retired ExxonMobil executive and the author of Thy Will Be Done:
Strategic Leadership, Planning, and Management for Christians, recently
published by St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press. For more information, see his
website www.christianleadership.com.
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ORATORICAL FESTIVAL
St. Mary of Egypt, Model of Repentance

JUDGES’ CHOICE FROM THE DIOCESE OF WICHITA, ROGETTES SABA

S

t. Mary of Egypt lived during the Fifth Century. At
the age of twelve, she left
her family home and ventured to Alexandria, where
she spent seventeen years devoted to
a life of worldly pleasures, and thus
succumbed to the temptations of lust
and passion. Although she lived a life
of poverty during that time, working as a flax spinner, she gave herself
freely to “unrestrained and insatiable
sensuality.”
One day, she noticed many people from Libya and
Egypt getting ready to sail to Jerusalem in order to celebrate the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. Attracted to the energy of the crowd, St. Mary of Egypt decided to join the group and offered her body in payment
for the passage. As the people headed to venerate the
Holy Cross in the Church, she too decided to join. Some
force, however, kept her from passing the threshold and
entering into the temple of God. After exhausting all of
her strength and efforts in her attempt to overcome this
invisible barrier, she was suddenly captivated with the
true reality of her wantonness, and began to weep and lament. She realized that her sins were the things preventing her from entering into the home of Christ our God.
In this way, the grace of the Lord touched her heart, and
she prayed to the Virgin Mary. Asking for mercy and
forgiveness, she cried, “O Lady Virgin... I know that I
am not worthy to look upon your icon ... but I know
also that God became Man in order to call sinners to repentance. Help me, O All-Pure One. Let me enter the
Church ... Be my witness before Your son that … as soon
as I have seen the Cross ... I will renounce the world, and
go wherever you lead me.” At this moment, she felt confidence in the compassion of the Mother of God, and
entered into the Church.
This woman, who had once been a wanton harlot,
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through God’s endless grace, compassion and mercy, became the
model of repentance for all Christians. St. Mary of Egypt followed
through with her promise to the
Lord, and lived the remainder of
her life in the desert. The power of
her faith allowed her to overcome
the bitter and cruel pitfalls of man:
cold and heat, hunger and thirst,
temptation, and the need for company and comfort. Here, she was
able to transform the desert from a
place of death into a place of life, and in this way, made
it her home and a home of the Lord. Similarly, she was
able to transform the temple of her body from one of
sin and lust, into a house of prayer and dwelling place
of God.
Through this, St. Mary of Egypt was able to fulfill
the words of St. Mark, “My house shall be a called a
house of prayer for all nations” (Mark 11:17). To this
day, people flock from all over the world to her church
in the desert in order to worship the living God, and
gain theological truth and inspiration from this icon of
repentance.
This verse from the Gospel of Mark teaches us two
things: the Temple is a place to worship God, and it
is for all nations. As shown in the story of St. Mary of
Egypt, the house of God is not merely the Church; instead, it is every place where the Lord is welcomed, and
He should reside in the hearts and souls of each and every one of us. God our Father, however, loves us so much
that, although He wants to dwell in every one of his children, He has left that decision up to us. Thus, it is our
choice whether or not we choose accept Him. We do this
through our actions, and through the love we show to
one another, and to Christ our God.
A house of prayer is one where people can give
thanks to our Lord, worship Him, and simply commune

with Him. In a house of prayer, everyone is welcome, no
matter where they come from, their ethnicity, cultural
background, race, or income, “for there is no partiality
with God” (Romans 2:11). Instead, from our Lord Jesus Christ, we all receive a “labor of love, and a patience
of hope” that is not based on who we are when we are
born, but who we become upon baptism – that is, “one
in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 1:3; Galatians 3:28).
God our Father is in every person who names Him,
and dwells in people from all nations. It is our love for
God that unites us, and makes us all brothers and sisters
in Christ. However, we are living in an era now where
society is attempting to separate and divide all of humanity into groups. Despite this, we must overlook
these differences between us and focus on what it is that
unites us: our love for God. God our Father is who created us and we are all made in “His image and likeness.”
“Christ is all and in all” (Colossians 3:11).
I recently attended the YES Leadership Conference
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. While there, our group
went to one of the poorest parts of town and threw a
carnival for the people who live there. Those who came
to it are some of the strongest and most hopeful humans
that I have ever met in my life. Although they were poor,
they were not lacking in love, and although many had
faced much trauma, they had not lost faith in the Lord.
One of the little boys we met there, Bichon, is truly
one of the cutest eight-year-olds I have ever met. At first,
he seemed just like any other kid: showing off his dance
moves to “Juju on that Beat,” blowing bubbles with his
sister, and attempting to win as many prizes as he possibly could. After the carnival, however, I found out
that his best friend had been shot in the head just a few
months prior, and Bichon had organized his 40-day Memorial Service at church. There was another nineteenyear-old teenager, CJ. As far as I could tell, he was just
a free-spirited young man, who really loved playing frisbee. There was one thing that he repeatedly proclaimed
that has resonated with me ever since: “This is the best
day of my life!” However, that wasn’t the best day of my
life. One of the best days of my life was when my little
sister was born, or my high school graduation ceremony.
Then, I couldn’t help but cry, because I started thinking,
“If that seemingly small, intimate event made the best
day of his life, how does the worst day compare?”
The church of St. Moses the Black, which also
happens to be one of the FOCUS centers, is at the
core of this area. Fr. Paul Abernathy keeps this church
open at all times, day or night, and rain or shine, so
that people who need a place to sleep have one, and

those who need food to eat and water to drink can
get these things. Most importantly, however, it allows
them to find companions to comfort and guide them
during times of distress. St. Moses the Black serves as
a place of refuge and shelter. It is this that makes the
church a “house of prayer,” for Fr. Paul has opened his
doors to those whom society teaches us to exclude and
fear. This house of prayer has resurrected hope in people who may have previously lost the will to live, and it
has given them a place where they can praise God. It is
because of him that people such as Bichon and CJ have a
place to go to that will serve as a sanctuary from the
horror and cruelty of the world, for through this house
of prayer “a culture of healing and achievement” has
been created.
As Orthodox Christians, we must “speak as the oracles of God,” and minister “with the ability which God
supplies,” so that “in all things God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the
dominion forever and ever” (1 Peter 4:11). It is in this
way that we may be able to create a house of prayer for
all nations, where all people can feel welcome, just as Fr.
Paul Abernathy has been able to do.
“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as
some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us,
not willing that any should perish but that all should
come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). As humans, we are all
imperfect, and I acknowledge that imperfection firstly
in myself. Just as our Lord was patient with St. Mary
of Egypt, however, He is patient with us. St. Mary of
Egypt is the embodiment of hope, for although she had
been worse than a prostitute, she managed to turn her
life around through humility, obedience and perseverance, and is now one of the most venerated saints in the
Church. Nobody is too far gone. Whatever mistakes any
one of us may have made in the past, the key is simply
to learn and grow from them. Our journey begins now.
Just as the grace of the Lord touched the heart of St.
Mary of Egypt, and gave her the clear self-understanding
to look upon herself and her sins truthfully and honestly,
I ask that He too offer us that same enlightenment. May
we, with courage, strength, and humility, truly repent
and find the presence of God, with perfect love. I ask
that He give us the valor and compassion to open up
our hearts and our doors to those who need a gateway
opened to them. It is only in this way that we will be able
to show to others the true and pure love that our Lord
has for us. It is acts such as these that will transform the
temple of our bodies, and our homes, wherever they may
be, into “a house of prayer.”
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PRINCIPLES OF CHILD-REARING
John D. Dalack, Ph.D.,

One must never
allow one’s child,
at any time,
to sabotage
or undermine
parental authority or parental
communication
by dividing us or
splitting us up.
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Let me begin this discussion by acknowledging the
sacramental nature of child-rearing. Just as a husband
and wife are joined together by God in the sacrament
of holy matrimony, so, too, does God bless the union of
a father and a mother by granting them a child. Obviously, there are many whose approach to relationships
and to the bringing of children into the world is largely
or entirely secular, without any reference to, or concern
about, the role of God in their lives. As Orthodox Christians, however, we start and end with God. We know
that the sacrament of Holy Matrimony involves a kind
of “trinity,” of a wife, a husband, and God; and the related sacramental nature of parenthood also involves a kind
of “trinity,” of a mother, a father, and God.
Therefore, our children do not “belong” to us. They
are not symbols of our wealth, or of what we have accomplished, or of what we are contributing to posterity.
Rather, they are gifts to us from God, and we are to treat
them and relate to them as every other gift we receive
from God. In effect, we are stewards, and, as stewards,
we are to offer them up to God, and He, in turn, will
sanctify them and return them to us so that we might
raise them up in the Holy Orthodox Faith.
As parental stewards, it is essential that we have standards and values of our own: standards and values which
are both very definite and very clear, and which, hopefully, are the standards and values of the faith we learned as
Orthodox Christians. It is equally essential that our own
behavior and the way we live our lives are in agreement
with our standards and values as Orthodox Christians,
because our children are strongly influenced less by what
we say, and more by what we do. We may not be aware
of it, but at a certain stage they are almost constantly
looking to “catch” us not practicing what we preach to
them. If we want our children to hear us and to be ready
to cooperate with what we are trying to teach them, then
our own behavior has to be in agreement with what we
tell them.
Our words and our actions must be as clear as possible, and they both must be consistent with our standards and values, and our standards and values cannot
and must not change according to our mood, or according to what time of day it is, or according to whom it is
we are dealing with or speaking to.
Next, we must make every effort to teach our child to

be responsible for his1 own choices, for his own behavior,
and for the consequences of his choices and behavior.
To help him learn these responsibilities, we will need to
make frequent and consistent use of such do and don’t
principles as the following:
Never do for one’s child what he can do for himself;
at the same time, provide him with opportunities
gradually to learn to do more for himself.
Never do the thinking for one’s child and never
treat one’s child as if he is not capable of learning
how to think for himself; at the same time, provide
him with opportunities to learn not only how to
think and make decisions for himself, but also how
to deal with the consequences of his thoughts and
decisions.
As much as it is humanly and safely possible, one
should wait to be asked before doing anything for one’s
child, and avoid any action that might, wittingly or unwittingly, create the false impression that one can read
his mind, or that he is entitled to wait until others have
read his mind. One should teach and encourage one’s
child to ask for what he wants, while emphasizing the
basic fact that some requests can be answered with a
plain and simple “Yes,” but others cannot.
Our children have to recognize that situations often
may arise that cannot, and should not, be settled with a
simple “Yes” or “No.” We can respond to these situations
with conditions, a “Yes-if . . . .” For example, one might
say, “Yes, you may have the car tonight if you return it
with a full tank of gas. If you choose to return it without a full tank of gas, then you have made the choice
to give up the privilege of having the car. . .”; “Yes, you
may go to the party if you avoid all fighting and arguing
with your brother or sister for 24 hours (or other reasonable period of time). If you choose to fight with him or
her before that time has passed, then you have made the
choice to give up the privilege of attending the party.”
Next, if we would like our children to grow and
mature into capable and competently functioning

adults, then it is essential that we do anything and everything we can to help them learn to tolerate and endure frustration and delay. Maturity involves the ability
to wait, to do things one may not feel like doing, to post-

pone immediate gratification in favor of potentially greater gratification in the future.
To help our children acquire the ability and willingness for such things, we must also be prepared to wait,
watch, and observe with them, without making any effort
to intervene. We can watch the unfolding of the natural
order of events, over which we, as human beings, have
no control. We must also be prepared to model for them
how we ourselves have come to terms and live with the
fact that we do not have the last word.
If we expect our children to be willing to talk to us,
then it is our responsibility to be courteous enough and
caring enough to hear and remember what
they tell us. Anyone who is subjected to
answering and then being asked the same
question(s), over and over again, will soon
begin to feel both insulted and unloved.
Also, as we listen to whatever our child
is willing to share with us, especially if it
is about a complaint or some distress: we
should not be afraid to ask, “Is this something you want me just to listen to, so that
I know what you are going through? Or is
it an issue you want me to do something
about, if I can?”
Finally – and this is critical – one must
never allow one’s child, at any time, to
sabotage or undermine parental authority or parental communication by dividing us or splitting us up. We must always
show him that, before any decisions can
be made, both parents will have to discuss
whatever the subject is, and that the final
result will be our joint decision. We must
never deviate from this principle, and we
must never let him or her manipulate us
into deviating from it.
If we do indeed love our children,
then we must try to follow these principles as best we can, not succumbing to
the temptation to believe that “unconditional love” is good reason for ignoring
or softening any of the above ideas and
principles.
Obviously, the process of applying
these principles to real-life situations requires an in-depth discussion and more
lengthy consideration of all the specific
facts involved. If any pastors or parish
councils are interested in inviting me to

carry out such an in-depth discussion for your own local
community, I can be reached to arrange a retreat, workshop, or enlivening session via The WORD magazine,
via email at smaoc@earthlink.net, via the Web at www.
smaoc.org, or directly at (718) 727-1917.
In the meantime, if there are specific and more focused questions that readers would like to have answered
in future issues of The WORD magazine itself, such questions can be forwarded to our Editor, Bishop JOHN, at
frjpa@aol.com.

1. The masculine pronoun for the child is
used throughout for
stylistic reasons, but
it is meant generically, that is, to include
both boys and girls,
young men and young
women.

John is Department Co-Chairman
Department of Lay Ministry
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A MINISTRY OF MENTORSHIP
Thomas G. Saba

AFTER MANY HOURS OF CLASSES AND HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS IN GLITTERY COSTUMES, MY
WIFE AND I WERE WORRIED THAT OUR DAUGHTER HADN’T FALLEN IN LOVE WITH HER DANCE
CLASSES. IT SEEMED OBVIOUS TO US THAT HER TEACHER’S TRADITIONAL “WATCH-ANDLEARN” APPROACH WOULDN’T SINK IN WITH A GROUP OF THREE-YEAR-OLDS. SO WE PACKED
A BAG FULL OF SNACKS AND BOOKS TO ENTERTAIN HER DURING HER THREE-HOUR RECITAL.
SURPRISINGLY, HOWEVER, SHE DIDN’T ASK FOR A SINGLE GOLDFISH. HER EYES WERE GLUED
TO THE STAGE THE ENTIRE SHOW, INSPIRED BY EVERY PLIÉ AND RELEVÉ OF THE OLDER DANCERS (I, TOO, LEARNED A LITTLE.) HER SMILE AND EXCITEMENT WHEN THESE SAME KIDS HELD
HER HAND AND BROUGHT HER ON STAGE FOR THE FINAL BOW MADE US REALIZE THAT HER
LOVE FOR THE ARTS WOULD COME NOT FROM STIFF, TRADITIONAL INSTRUCTION, BUT RATHER
FROM THE MENTORSHIP OF THE PEOPLE SHE ADMIRED.

Mentorship has traditionally focused on the
health and safety of youth (as, for example, in the
Big Brothers and Big Sisters organizations), academic progress and career planning. Although we know that mentorship in our
church is effective mostly from anecdotal
experience, mentorship in the secular world
has been proven to be effective using scientific,
outcome-driven research. A literature review by
Lillian Eby et al., published in the Journal of
Vocational Behavior in 2007, found that, as
expected, mentorship was associated with a
wide range of favourable outcomes in behaviour, attitude, health, relationships,
motivation and career. Its greatest effects were in academic success and career
progress.1
Few organizations demonstrate the importance of mentorship more than our own sacred
Church. Several of St. Paul’s Letters serve as careful
instructions to his protégés, Timothy and Titus. He
refers to Timothy as “his son” and gives him instructions on many aspects of church structure and parish
life. Importantly, he instructs him on the proper behavior of clergy, who are called to be mentors themselves.
His mentorship comes both in written instructions and
in his “manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love
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and patience” (2 Timothy, 3:10). This model of paternal mentorship has been passed
on for thousands of years in our Church’s
leadership, in monastic and parochial life. Mentorship, however, extends
far beyond simply the ancient church.
A vibrant parish life in the contemporary
church depends on a wide network of
mentoring relationships. Looking
around our church on an ordinary Sunday, I was able to identify many examples. So I saw
teenagers who, I know, are
looking up to young adults
and asking them questions
about college and romantic
relationships, and hoping one
day to serve as counsellors-in-training at a summer camp. I saw junior
members of the Parish Council learning how to be custodians and protectors of our church and community, and
hoping someday to implement new ideas in our church
governance. I saw senior members of our church singing traditional Arabic songs to children, teaching young,
tired parents patience, and passing on our beloved cultural traditions. Mentorship pervades our parish life and

is critical to the succession of our faith, culture, traditions and Church. The one area in which I failed to identify strong mentoring relationships was in career and vocational guidance.
In 2015, the Men’s Club at the Basilica of St. Mary
in Livonia, Michigan, started a program of academic and vocational mentorship. The Men’s Club at our
church was established several years ago by young men
who wanted to re-create the benevolent societies that
our fathers and grandfathers created. Men from previous generations had emigrated to the new world with
little in their pockets, but hearts full of life and generosity. The mandate of the Men’s Club is to provide a ministry of service to our community, and to strengthen our
bond as brothers and fathers. This ministry is fulfilled by
a series of spiritual discussions on the “Foundations of
Fatherhood,” by volunteer participation in parish events,
and by occasional social functions to recruit new members. The proudest legacy of the Men’s Club, in continuing our ancestors’ intention to give not only from
our wallets, but from our strengths and talents, was the
creation of the St. Paul Mentorship Program. This program, run by Marc Nassif, Bob Zaid, Habeeb Maroun,
George Chalhoub, Joe Zogaib and myself, is designed
to create longitudinal relationships between high school
and college students, on the one hand, with male and
female mentors with various personal and professional
backgrounds in our church community, on the other
hand. These relationships are meant to guide students in
their professional aspirations through career-shadowing
experiences, advice, and help with professional networking. More importantly, however, our aim is to mentor
students to be “sober, chaste, prudent, sound in faith, in
love, in patience” (Titus 2: 2).
In addition, once per year the Program hosts a Career Development Day, during which mentors and experts in career guidance from the University of Michigan
teach students how to write a resumé, perform well in an
interview, and achieve their career goals. This year, our
guest speakers included Fabia Snage, former Internship
Program Manager at the University of Michigan-Dearborn College of Business, and member of the St. Mary’s
Community, and Mike Callahan, Director of the Internship and Career Management Center at the University
of Michigan-Dearborn College of Business, and author
of “I-Inc” and “Tiger in the Office.” Student participants
paired up with potential mentors to talk about personal
career goals and learn about stories of church members
with careers to which the students aspire.
We hope that the mentorship program at the Basilica

of St. Mary will continue to grow. In the next few years
we plan to expand our network, so that each student can
have a team of mentors, each addressing specific aspects
of students’ needs. We also hope to develop ways for the
mentors themselves to recognize the personal benefits
of mentorship, including recruitment to the workforce.
Most mentors will agree that the most important goal of
a mentor is to train a young person so that he or she can
mentor others. So perhaps one day, another little girl will
be inspired to dance when my daughter holds her hand
and teaches her to plié.
Tom is a Pediatric Pulmonologist and lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan,
with his wife, Lillian, and three children. He is a member of the Parish
Council and Chairman of the Men’s Club at the Basilica of St. Mary in
Livonia, Michigan.

1. Lillian T. Eby TDA, Sarah C. Evans, Thomas Ng, David L. DuBois, “Does mentoring matter? A multidisciplinary meta-analysis
comparing mentored and non-mentored individuals,” in the Journal of Vocational Behavior, April 2007, 72(2):254–67.
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DOORS OPEN, LIGHTS ON,
FLOORS SWEPT, PRIEST PAID
Fr. Joseph Huneycutt

There is a trite answer to the question, How do Orthodox Christians evangelize? – Keep the doors open, the lights
on, the floors swept, and the priest paid. Fundamentally,
this is correct; paying the bills is essential to the life and
health of a community, and “come-and-see” will always
be our most effective clarion call. Yet, while existence is
paramount, it is not evangelism. What follows is not an
exhaustive list, but some ideas that have proven effective
for revitalizing, invigorating, and sustaining a healthy parish. Consider it “in-house evangelism.” Some items pertain mainly to the priest, but all are worthy of community consideration. We assume a parish is already offering
regular worship services, Church School, and a Sunday
service bulletin.
OPEN TO ALL
Our parishes must be open to all people. Period.
While only Orthodox Christians who are prepared and
blessed by their spiritual father may receive holy communion, anyone and everyone should be welcomed into our
fellowship as we worship Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
FEED PEOPLE
Our Faith is all about food: eucharistic, spiritual, and
social. Our Lord not only offered His body and blood, He
regularly fed the faithful just plain food! The Church, the
Body of Christ, must do the same. No matter how big or
small your parish, people gotta eat. Chances are, folks are
more likely to come to meetings, activities – worship – if
there’s food.
TRACT RACK
Our parishes should have information on the Church’s
beliefs, teachings, and practices readily available for visitors. These topical tracts may be produced in-house or
ordered through Ancient Faith Ministries.
BOOKSTORE
Many discover Orthodox Christianity online. It is
an understatement to say that this can be fraught with
all sorts of misinformation, dissension, and arguments.
Thus, it behooves us to offer books for purchase – patristics, lives of saints, Orthodox Study Bibles, prayer books,
and sound contemporary works on Orthodox ethos and
spirituality. Publishers offer bookstore discounts which
allow for resale at market prices. In other words, this min-
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istry pays for itself! Besides, the saying is true: “A bought
book is a read book.”
MEMBER FORM
Calling something a “Pledge Form” seems one-sided.
Having an annual membership drive, where all are encouraged to join or renew membership via a Membership
Form (which includes pledge amounts) is more appealing. Even if some households only fill in the contact info,
people are more likely to donate toward the needs of the
parish if they are members.
“JOIN US!”
Periodically, if not every Sunday during announcements, the priest should invite visitors and newcomers to
join the parish. Our worship can often seem intimidating
and strange to visitors. And, of course, for most there will
be a lengthy period of catechesis and study. An invitation to join, however, might just be the welcoming words
needed for visitors to take that first step toward the Ark
of Salvation.
AKATHIST TO THE INEXHAUSTIBLE CUP
These days, many of us suffer from various addictions
– Internet, gadgets, smart phones; whether alcohol, substance abuse, gaming, naughty pictures, or social media.
Offering a service such as the Akathist to the Inexhaustible
Cup allows those who are struggling to come and pray for
self and/or loved ones. Offer refreshments and discussion
afterwards for those who wish to stay. This service is freely
available online and for purchase in booklet form through
various publishers.
BEAUTY
“Beauty will save the world.” This oft-quoted maxim
of Dostoevsky’s, derived from The Idiot, is widely misunderstood and misused in our times. As the author
demonstrates throughout the novel, beauty alone cannot
save the world. One of his primary insights, however, and
well-illustrated throughout the story, is that beauty and
suffering can seize the human heart of the observer for
reasons other than carnality or even romanticized idealized attraction, though these may be present at the early
stages of a relationship. As the lover grows in love of the
beloved, he must continuously seek the ultimate good of
the beloved. If his love is to avoid degenerating into self-

ishness, it must become more and more Christ-like.!
Here is where “come-and-see” compels us to work sacrificially to offer our best for the glory of the Lord. Our
parish temples are the Lord’s House. We must c ontinually
beautify our church grounds, temple adornments, iconography, choir and chanting; the priest and deacon must
also strive to offer the litanies and dialogues of the services
in musical sync with the choir and chanters.
E-BLAST
Every Tuesday send, via a BCC [blind copy; hidden
addresses] e-mail, a full list of announcements, recent pictures, helpful web links, service times, and parish prayer
list. This e-blast can also serve as the basis for the upcoming Sunday’s bulletin.
PRAYER LIST
Categorize the prayer needs of the parish faithful and
friends and print in the weekly bulletin and e-blast. For
example: (1) With Child – names, (2) Homecare/Facility, (3) Health & Well-Being, (4) Comfort, (5) Active
Military, (6) Supported Missions/Ministries, (7) Traveling, (8) Departed. It is human nature to appreciate seeing the names of one’s family, friends, and loved ones. It
is God-pleasing to offer up these same names and needs
in prayer. This list should be edited weekly to best serve
the sincere needs of those for whom we pray, and may be
offered up in the litanies of Fervent Supplication in the
divine services.
TEAM WORK
One way to assure orderliness in our parish communities is to develop teams for altar servers, ushers, napkin
holders, greeters, and coffee-hour hosts. Spreading out
the duties of worship and fellowship encourages greater
participation among the faithful – and helps to lighten
the burdens of the “twenty that usually do the eighty.”
COUNCIL MEALS
Ever been to a Parish Council meeting that went on
way past your patience? One solution is to have a meal,
with council members taking turns bringing food in rotation. When you eat while you meet it makes for a pleasurable experience – and, when the meal is over, it just seems
natural for the meeting soon to follow suit. Besides, the
work of the council happens between meetings; council
meetings should be about what’s been done, what’s upcoming, and voting on expenditures. (There are at least
29 days for all the other stuff.)
CHILDREN’S SERMON
Regularly, perhaps the first Sunday of each month,
have all the children come forward, then sit on a stool
(closer to their level) and talk to them about the feast,

the Gospel reading, or the liturgical season. Encourage
interaction and limit the homily to five to seven minutes.
If you make the message child-friendly, experience has
shown that this is an excellent way to reach the adults!

1. M
 ichael D. O’Brien,

RETREATS
Invite guest speakers in once or twice a year to lift
the minds and hearts of the faithful. If you advertise and
include a registration fee, the event (including catered
lunch) should, at the very least, pay for itself. If your parish has organizations – such as women’s group, men’s
group, or young adults – have one of them sponsor the
event, helping to raise the initial capital through fundraising meal, activity, or collection.

the-world/ (viewed

available: http://dappledthings.org/4266/
will-beauty-save8/7/2017).

CANDY
There was once a priest, Father Vassily, who was very
intimidating. He seemed severe, austere – grumpy. But at
the end of Vespers and Liturgy, the little children flocked
to him! He blessed them all, they kissed his hand and
all walked away smiling. His secret? When he placed his
hand in theirs he gave them a piece of candy. Chances
are, when those kids grow into more adult struggles, they
will remember the kind priest of their youth and bring
their struggles to the Church. (I keep Twizzlers in my office desk and, some Sundays after Liturgy, there’s a line of
little people all the way out the door!)
FAMILY NIGHT
Choose a weeknight – Wednesdays work well in most
places – and offer Vespers, refreshments, classes, and activities for all ages (September to May). This is an appropriate time to offer Adult Christian Education and Catechism. Since it is also a school night, have a hard-stop
ending time (e.g., 8 p.m.).
NAME-DAYS, BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
On the first Sunday of each month, invite those celebrating name-days, birthdays, and anniversaries during
that month to come forward at the end of the Liturgy,
and have all sing Many Years to them, with the priest offering each the cross to venerate as he congratulates them
on the occasion.
Note: Not all ideas fit all communities; your mileage may vary. Yet, if nothing else, the items listed above
should go a long way toward keeping the doors open, the
lights on, the floors swept, and the priest paid.
YOUR TURN!
You may have your own ideas to share with the Department of Missions and Evangelism – if so, please send
via email to the153@ancientfaith.com.
Fr. Joseph Huneycutt
Vice-Chairman of the Department of Missions and Evangelism
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SOME THOUGHTS ON ORTHODOX UNITY
IN NORTH AMERICA

A WORD ABOUT A GREAT MAN OF GOD
Lest We Forget

Fr. Antony Gabriel

Archpriest Michael Laffoon

Logically, one should probably begin an essay with this
title by expounding the historical background of the Church
in our corner of the world. This information, however, is
easily available elsewhere. My aim instead is to discuss the
current situation, and what, if any, change is on the horizon.
Since my childhood (I was born in the middle of the
previous century), I have been told that we Orthodox Christians (that is, the Church of the ancient Seven Ecumenical
Councils) are sacramentally one, but on account of a multitude of historical factors, exist in North America in more
than a dozen administrative entities, usually referred to as
“jurisdictions.” I was also told that this was an abnormal situation that can and should be resolved so that all the Orthodox would be in one American Church, where all of our
Old World expressions of the Faith would be respected and
honored.
Some of the hierarchs of our various jurisdictions have
recognized the importance of administrative unity and publically called for such unity. Some have expressed their opinions that such unity is not an urgent issue and that pastoral
concerns for Orthodox immigrants and their descendants
are reasons for postponing administrative unity to some unknown future time.
Prospects for unity have waxed and waned over my lifetime, and we are currently at a new low. Both before my ordination and after, I have long been in favor of one American
Orthodox Church, with a synod of all our bishops pastoring
all the clergy and faithful. I have always tried to emphasize
any positive steps toward that end and tried to maintain that
the obstacles to this end are surmountable.
Considering our current situation, I have concluded that
the time for more frank discussion is upon us. Our failure to
act as brothers and sisters of Christ’s Church should no longer be ignored or papered over.
Why is Orthodox unity in America not a reality? The answer is simply that we do not truly desire it. It is not enough
to say that we would like to see it. We need to die to ourselves to make it happen. Some of you will object, saying, “I
am willing and many I know are willing.” When I say we,
I mean virtually all our hierarchs, many of our priests and
many of the faithful. I use the first-person, plural, to indicate
that as jurisdictions, we are quietly (or otherwise) very happy
with our disunity, and (at best) only give lip service to unity.
The Assembly of Bishops, which meets once a year, was
created by the mother churches with the express purpose of
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overcoming our jurisdictional disunity. Their first meeting
took place almost seven years ago, and virtually no progress
on unity has been made. The bishops come together once a
year, hold their meetings and then return home conducting
business as usual. One doubts if they give the Assembly another thought in the ensuing year, except for those who publically criticize and mock the Assembly and/or various other
hierarchs in other jurisdictions. These actions are supported
by the attitudes and priorities of the Mother Churches. We
have seen how seemingly impossible it is for all of them to
come together in a worldwide council. A Council some 60
years in the making was only able to meet in an incomplete
form and was unable to promulgate decisions on any of the
issues it set out to deliberate.
The evidence suggests that unity is beyond our reach because we lack something in the three most important Christian virtues: faith, hope and love.
We do not have faith that God will take care of His
Church and bless her if we die to our jurisdictional “safe
spaces,” and live, work and witness together according the
Holy Canons (“one bishop in one city”).
We fail to hope for more than our current situation; we
refuse to see how much more we can do for the gospel if we
are one in all things.
Finally, we do not truly love one another. Why do I say
this? There are a number of reasons. We do not forgive one
another. (Consider the antipathy of the jurisdictions: Greeks
vs. Russians vs. Antiochians, and so forth; converts vs. cradle Orthodox.) We do not trust one another. (“The Greeks
are just trying to rule us”; “The Russians think they should
dominate world Orthodoxy.”). Also, we do not talk to one
another. (So, for example, bishops accept clergy who have
been disciplined by other bishops without communicating
with their brother hierarchs.)
We love our ghettoized jurisdictions more than we love
Christ’s Holy Church. It’s just that simple.
Consequently, I will no longer talk about Orthodox unity the way I used to. Having advocated for unity all my life,
I have seen no real progress and recently only regression. Remembering the aphorism, “insanity is doing the same thing
again and again, and expecting a different result,” I will now
oppose unity because we are simply too spiritually immature
to work towards it or realize it. Maybe if I oppose it strongly
enough . . . .
Archpriest Michael Laffoon

IN THE MIDDLE EAST, A WAY OF EXPRESSING ADMIRATION FOR A SPECIAL PERSON IS TO WRITE
A POETIC EXPRESSION CALLED A WORD, OR MEMRA. HERE IS A “WORD” OF TRIBUTE TO ONE OF
THE GREAT MEN OF OUR ARCHDIOCESE, FR. ELLIS KHOURI.
SOYO, when you honor Fr. Ellis Khouri, you are
honoring SOYO itself. He is SOYO. He is your past; he
is your present; and he is your future. In his veins rushes
the fire of the entire youth movement of this Archdiocese. It has been said that SOYO was born on the battlefield of the Second World War, because it began when
the soldiers returned home. I believe it also to be true
that SOYO was born on a battlefield, that in the soul
of Fr. Ellis.
When Metropolitan ANTONY, of Thrice-Blessed
Memory, entrusted to the task of organizing the youth
of the Archdiocese to his dear friend, Fr. Ellis, a new
struggle was born in Fr. Ellis’s depths. He responded, as
he always would throughout his life, with humility, yet
with forthrightness and even boldness.
I want all of you to know that Fr. Ellis has marched
through history with the giants of the world. In kissing
his hands, you touch a sacred moment in history. Fr. Ellis has met and touched the lives of kings, presidents,
patriarchs, poets, artists, literary giants, and priests, as
well as the humblest of laymen. He always kept the same
“face,” that lovely countenance, the same upright stature, and, above all, his tenacious grasp of his principles.
He is an important link with our past, as well as our
future – our past, because of his career pans so many
eras, peoples and events; our future, because of his vision
(his joy, and his capacity for wonder).
Our dear Fr. Ellis is a man forever young – he is so
wrapped up in the present, embracing it and transfiguring it by his genius and openness. He never closes himself off to any generation. It is this generosity of spirit
that serves him so well – for even today he remains the
faithful counselor to our beloved Metropolitan PHILIP
and other hierarchs.
This is the Year of the Icon. Well, we all know that Fr.
Ellis is being called “the living icon.” It is almost a cliché
by now. I would rather say that Fr. Ellis has been a “win-

dow” to the kingdom of God. We have touched the hem
of Christ’s garment and have been healed by his tender
and loving touch, priest, bishop, and laymen alike.
If Fr. Ellis Khouri is “a living icon,” it is because grace
flows through him and seizes the receiver. In his fragile
body there burns a mighty flame that enkindles in each
and every one who encounters him a warmth. Yes, we
become enraptured by his radiance.
The late, great Patriarch ELIAS IV, cried out to you
some years ago: “You are Antioch! Antioch is You!” By
this, he meant to reawaken North American Orthodox
Christians to their legacy, to their spiritual heritage; and
to the universal ideal of Antioch as a vibrant spirit. You
were challenged by this to become the Antioch of North
America with its “catholic” evangelical message of hope
and renewal.
Fr. Ellis exemplifies all of this for us. He is a true son
of Antioch. He is not living in the vestige of an ancient
and archaic city, but he is a bearer of the Apostolic message of Peter and Paul that is always renewed by the witness and proclamation of the Good News today. Fr. Ellis
is such an Apostolic man!
He represents our history in a living and dynamic
way. He is not an icon – a picture on the wall – but a
real person, a pivotal figure with a magnificent heart,
opened to all. That’s what makes him forever young: his
wonderful attention to this children – in SOYO, or the
clergy of this Archdiocese.
Fr. Ellis, I know I speak on behalf of all here, gathered in saluting you – the clergy, and especially SOYO,
to whom you are inextricability bound. I call you blessed!
Yes, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
You are one of those rare men who moves and breathes
in the Lord; and we, your children all rise up and call
you blessed.

(The following article is
based on my recollection
of a talk, given from the
heart, on the occasion of
the 40th Anniversary Celebration of SOYO, and a
special tribute to Rt. Rev.
Ellis Khouri, Protosyngelos and first spiritual advisor to SOYO. This took
place at the Mid-West
Parish Life Conference,
October 1987.)

Fr. Antony authored First One Hundred Years and Ancient Church on
New Shores, available from the Archdiocese Bookstore.
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COMMUNITIES IN ACTION
OLDEST MONASTERY HOLDS
PILGRIMAGE AND SEMINARY
C
 ELEBRATES
75TH COMMENCEMENT
During the weekend of May 26–
29, the Monastery of Saint Tikhon
of Zadonsk, America’s oldest Orthodox monastic community, held its
113th Annual Pilgrimage, and St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological Seminary celebrated its 75th Annual Commencement Exercises. Five saints of
the Church, St. Tikhon of Moscow,
St. Raphael of Brooklyn, St. Alexis
of Wilkes-Barre, St. Alexander Hotovitzky, and St. Nicholai of Zhicha,
have walked the hallowed grounds of
these communities, and all who visit this holy mountain are touched by
the prayers of these saints. The festivities began with the arrival of the
“Hawaiian” Myrrh-Streaming Iveron
Icon of the Mother of God. Many
miracles are attributed to her intercessions, and the mere presence of the
holy icon brought joy to the faithful.
The miraculous myrrh was so plentiful that upon entering the altar, after
processing with her, His Grace Bishop
THOMAS’s hands were thoroughly
covered, and this occurred in spite of
the wooden case and velvet cover in
which she is kept. It was a real joy to
be able to venerate her during each
of the divine services over the four
days of the pilgrimage. As is customary within monastic communities, the
full cycle of services was celebrated, so
the faithful were able to participate in
the stream of grace that flows from
this place. Families were able to break
bread together, and the many vendors
present provided a pleasant accent to
the social activities of the weekend.
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On the second day of festivities, the
community of St. Tikhon’s Orthodox
Theological Seminary commemorated 75 years of preparing faithful men
and women for service to Christ’s
Church with its annual commencement exercises. The seminary Board of
Directors, faculty, and staff decided to
honor one of our own, His Grace the
Right Reverend THOMAS (Joseph),
Bishop of Charleston, Oakland, and
the Mid-Atlantic, by conferring upon
him an honorary Doctor of Divinity
degree. This award is in recognition
of His Grace’s dedicated service to
Christ’s Holy Church, his passionate
commitment to Orthodox Youth, and
his contributions to Orthodox education both here and abroad. Also, His
Grace blessed all in attendance with
wise, and sometimes humorous, words as this year’s commencement speaker.
Within the graduating
class of 2017 was Sub-deacon
George (Marshall) Goodge of
St. Paul Antiochian Orthodox
Church in Emmaus, Pennsylvania. Sub-deacon George was
awarded a Master of Divinity
degree with Honors in Theology. Additionally, the commencement ceremony included addresses by His Beatitude
TIKHON (Mollard), Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of All America and
Canada (OCA), and President
of Saint Tikhon’s Seminary;
His Eminence M
ICHAEL
(Dahulich), Archbishop of
New York and New York and
New Jersey (OCA) and Rector
of St. Tikhon’s Seminary; and
the Very Reverend Archpriest

Steven Voytovich, Dean of St. Tikhon’s Seminary. Among the faithful
gathered together were many priests,
deacons, and lay members of the
Church from multiple jurisdictions,
making the day a truly Pan-Orthodox
celebration.
BISHOP JOHN BLESSES ICONS AT
ST. MICHAEL, WHITTIER
Although His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH was unable to join
us because of an unavoidable conflict
in his schedule, the V. Rev. John W.
Fenton and the faithful at St. Michael Orthodox Christian Church in
Whittier, California, were pleased and
grateful to receive His Grace Bishop
JOHN, who oversees the Western
Rite parishes.

Bishop JOHN presided over Saturday Vespers, Sunday Lauds (Orthros),
and Sunday Mass (Divine Liturgy).
Near the conclusion of Vespers, His
Grace tonsured Lazaro Mancilla as
a Reader. Between Lauds and Mass,
His Grace blessed the newly installed
icons of twelve holy Fathers, and St.
Michael the Archangel, the parish
patron.
Following the Divine Liturgy, His
Grace was fêted at a banquet sponsored by the Antiochian Women of St.
Michael’s. During the banquet, Ralph
Jenney, Parish Council President, acknowledged other guests: Fr. Stephen
Herney, previous Pastor of the parish
and initiator of the icon project; and
Dom Theodore, Prior of Our Lady
and St. Laurence Western Rite Monastery in Canon City, C
 olorado.
Fr. John expressed gratitude to
Deacon Stephen Holley and his wife,
Mary Patty, whose initial gift helped
seed the Nave Icon project. He also
thanked the Kiralla family and others who donated to the Eddie Kiralla
Beautification Memorial Fund. These
funds provided for custom-made clergy sedilia and kneelers.
Brother Lazarus, the iconographer
and a monk at the Canon City monastery, explained in moving detail
that, from floor to clerestory, the Nave
Icons tell the story of our salvation:
from creation, to pilgrimage, to offering the world to God, to the draining
Passion of Our Lord, to His connection as human and divine, culminat-

ing in our heavenward goal of
standing with the saints who
point us to the Eucharistic
banquet in the kingdom that
has no end.
Fr. John then proceeded to lay out the vision for
the Sanctuary Icon Project
(Phase II). As the centerpiece,
we hope to depict around the
altar our Lord’s crucifixion,
surrounded by the female
and male saints. We hope to see in
the transepts the Annunciation and
the Ascension, with emphasis on the
angelic roles. The project will also include medallions of twelve significant
holy Mothers on the balcony wall, together with the Last Judgment scene.
Introduced by “Many Years, Master” (St. Michael’s choir) and “O
Thou Priest and Bishop” (St. Michael’s chanters), Bishop JOHN
conveyed the love and care of Metropolitan JOSEPH. Then His Grace
described the meaning of icons, and
their importance in our Christian life.
He also reminded us, earlier, that the
addition of icons indicates a parish
that is growing both numerically and
spiritually.
METROPOLITAN JOSEPH VISITS
JACKSONVILLE
From January 20 to 22, 2017,
the Most Reverend Metropolitan
JOSEPH, Archbishop of New York
and Metropolitan of All North America, blessed the clergy and faithful of
St. George Orthodox Church in Jacksonville, Florida, by making his first
visit to the parish since his election.
Throughout the weekend, His Eminence and the St. George community
celebrated the tremendous love and
growth that the church has experienced throughout the years.
On Friday, January 20, a delegation
led by Archpriest Fr. Kamal Alrahil

and Mr. Sam Kalil, the Chairman of
St. George Parish Council, welcomed
His Eminence, who was accompanied
by Sub-deacon Rassem El-Massih, at
Jacksonville International Airport.
Sayidna’s visit to the parish started
with a welcome dinner hosted by the
Ladies Auxiliary at the church hall.
On Saturday morning, January 21,
His Eminence met at the church with
organization and ministry leaders and
members, including members of the
YAM and Teen SOYO, and teachers
from the Sunday school. That evening, His Eminence presided over
Great Vespers, joined by Fr. Kamal,
Deacon Raphael, Fr. Michael Byars,
Fr. Yousef Samaan.
One of the highlights of the week
was the great banquet held on Saturday night at the Ramallah American Club in honor of His Eminence.
Among the guests were Very Reverend Father Michael Byars of Holy
Cross Orthodox Church in Daytona
Beach; Reverend Fr. S elwan Taponi;
Reverend Father Talaat Yazji of the
Lady of Peace Syriac Catholic Church
in Jacksonville; Mr. Roger David,
North American Chair of the Order
of St. Ignatius of Antioch; and members of St. Maron Lebanese Maronite
Church, St. Ephrem Syriac Catholic
Church, St. John the Divine Greek
Church, St. Jose Catholic Church, St.
Joseph Catholic Church and Assumption Catholic Church.
In his speech, Fr. Kamal addressed
His Eminence, saying, “You are
now serving the body of Jesus Christ,
which is His Church. Your many accomplishments for the last twentyone years in this Archdiocese witness to your wise leadership and give
us great hope of a bright future. We
thank God for Your Eminence and for
the Holy Synod who elected you to be
our Chief Shepherd.”
His Eminence addressed the attendees and the faithful parishioners
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of St. George Church, expressing his
great joy in seeing the progress at St.
George Church, which he felt was
driven by the loving relationship between the clergy, the exceptional cooperation between the Pastor and the
Parish Council, and by parishioners
determined to ensure the spiritual
well-being of the entire community.
His Eminence emphasized that everyone entrusted to the care of the parish
of St. George is important and must
be served.
He thanked the Parish Council, for
their diligent work, love and dedication to the Church. He again reminded the Parish Council of the importance of working together with their
priest as they fulfill their calling to
save souls.
He told those in attendance that
he sees himself as a servant of Christ
and His Church, and expects all of his
priests to lead their parishes by being
an example of servanthood, not looking for titles or recognition. His Eminence welcomed all clergy and faithful people from various jurisdictions
who were in attendance. He informed
the community that his dream is to
establish monasteries and convents in
North America, and also an Orthodox home for the elderly (a nursing
home), so that they may have a peaceful and dignified end of life.
On Sunday, we joined together in
the Divine Liturgy. We believe it is
the mirror of the heavenly kingdom,
and this was sensed by all the faithful
at this peak of the celebrations, as His
Eminence Metropolitan 
JOSEPH
presided.
His Eminence spoke powerfully
of humility and serving God and the
Church with a joyful spirit. Each moment in our life is a moment in which
we are at risk of danger and sin. The
Cross is our companion in these moments, and this is why we cross ourselves before and after each act we
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do in our daily lives. Metropolitan
JOSEPH said that the Church is open
to all believers to come and lay down
their burdens and be healed. As believers, we must not come to church
as if we come to a social club, but as
to a place in which we seek first the
Kingdom of God.
A fitting end to this service was the
induction by His Eminence into the
Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch of
three new members: Khourieh Ranwa
Alrahil, Randa Saman, and Ragheda
Khanachet. Congratulations and welcome to the Order!
We at St. George Church thank
our Lord Jesus Christ for 44 years of
His goodness to us. We are so blessed
to have a well-established, active and
faithful Orthodox community. We
also thank His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop of New
York and Metropolitan of All North
America, for his fatherly love and the
numerous blessings that we received
during his historic visit to Jacksonville.
May God grant His Eminence
many years as our chief shepherd and
as our father in Christ. May he grant
all Antiochian Orthodox clergy and
churches in North America many
years in faith and service for our Lord
and God Jesus Christ.
ST. MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH,
VAN NUYS, HOSTS PARISH LIFE
CONFERENCE
The Diocese of Los Angeles and the
West held its Parish Life Conference
at the Los Angeles Airport Marriott
Hotel, July 5–9, 2017. The PLC was
well-attended, with 823 registrants. It
was hosted by St. Michael Antiochian
Orthodox Church of the San Fernando Valley.
A beautiful chapel that was the focal point of the Conference worship
services highlighted our theme: “My

house shall be called a house of prayer
for all nations” (Mark 11:17). This
year three keynote speakers addressed
the conference theme: Fr. Joseph
Copeland, the Pastor of Holy Cross
Church in Yakima, Washington,
spoke on “God’s house as a house of
prayer, an icon of His Kingdom, and
place of the Sacraments.” Fr. Alban
West, the Pastor of St. George Church
in Portland, Oregon, spoke on “What
we must do to properly prepare in entering God’s House and receiving the
Sacraments.” Fr. Calinic Berger, Assistant Pastor of St. Nicholas Cathedral in Los Angeles, spoke on, “God’s
House as the place where we pray ‘for
all nations’ and as the universal home
of the members of His Kingdom.”
One of our goals in planning the
Parish Life Conference was to offer
spiritually uplifting and informative
meetings, workshops, and lectures. On
Wednesday, the clergy and clergy wives
gathered in fellowship at a brunch
with Sayidna JOSEPH, followed by
their meeting with him. On Wednesday evening there was a viewing of an
Archdiocese Documentary Preview:
“Becoming Truly Human,” with a discussion led by Sub-deacon Adam Roberts. It was very well-received.
Thursday was a day of meetings
and workshops that included Carole
Buleza, Chair of the Department of
Christian Education, Michelle Moujaes, Executive Director of Faithtree
Resources, who spoke on “Intentional
Parenting in a Reckless World,” and
Fr. Joseph Purpura, who led a discussion on “Our Identity as Orthodox Christians in the World of Social
Media.”
On Friday, while the Antiochian
Women held their brunch and meeting with Metropolitan JOSEPH, Fr.
Timothy Baclig led a workshop for
men entitled: “The Pursuit of Priorities – Learning How to Identify Temptations and Put Them

into Proper Perspective.” The teens
engaged in a discussion on current
topics with Metropolitan JOSEPH.
Together with the regular schedule of
Conference events, the Young Adults
socialized and planned additional activities and meetings.
The PLC Kid’s Club was a fun and
an educational experience to help our
children and their parents get the most
from the PLC. It was a great opportunity for the children to make new
friends and to understand the meaning of our Conference theme. Each
day a priest was assigned to speak with

the children on various topics relating
to the Church.
Under the direction of our very creative event chairs,
our social events
drew large crowds
each evening. A
Thursday Hospitality Night, “Hurray
for Hollywood!” took us back in time
to a classic Hollywood Nightclub featuring our own local talented comedians. It was a fun-filled night of comedy, food, and beverages. A live band
and DJ filled the room with “classic”
Hollywood Nightclub music.
On Friday evening following a very
competitive Bible Bowl, we “cooled
off” at a Friday Night Social. It was
a carnival atmosphere, with a strolling
magician and a clown “balloon artist”! Everyone enjoyed fresh sorbets,
soft pretzels, Cracker Jacks, jellybeans,
peanuts, lemonade, and other refresh-

ments. Kids, young and old, had a
great time. During the Carnival, the
teens held an evening dance.
Saturday morning, immediately
after the Divine Liturgy, the Award’s
Brunch took place with Metropolitan JOSEPH. The brunch was held to
honor the children of our parishes for
their work in creative arts, photography, poetry, and writing contests. The
winners in each category were presented with their award from Metropolitan JOSEPH.
On Saturday evening the Conference festivities continued into the
night. The fun began the minute you
walked in the door of our “California
Beach Luau”! Guests were dressed in
their favorite “Aloha” shirts and “muu
muu’s”! Everyone enjoyed a delightful sit-down dinner, while watching a
show with Hawaiian dancers. Guests
participated in a limbo and hula contest. We all enjoyed dancing the night
away with a lot of aloha.
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THE PATH TO SALVATION
STARTS IN THE HOME

Hearth Notes

Fortunately for me, God often does not work in mysterious ways. Recently I found one name coming up everywhere I turned in my quest to become a gentler, more
loving parent. The person whose quotes kept resonating
and who made so much straightforward sense was a British Orthodox nun named Sister Magdalen. I resolved to
find out more about her and what she has written, and
a few days later found her book, Children in the Church
Today, sitting cheerfully on a bookshelf at my dad’s house
right down the street. Though written in 1991, it is entirely timeless and applicable to any parent navigating the
roiling waters of the world from within the ark of Orthodox Christianity.
Full of gems and convicting zingers, Children in the
Church Today has practical advice for parents on many
topics. The first chapter, “Marriage and the Christian
Family,” sets the tone and reminds us of the essence of
our path to godliness if we have chosen to have a family:
salvation happens within relationships to our spouse and
children, and because of them. Here are the keys of the
chapter, right from Sister Magdalen:
Children are brought up in a Christian home
in the context of marriage. It may seem a digression
to speak about marriage when we are here to speak
about children, but it is more a question of setting
the right foundations before going ahead with the
building. If parents’ understanding of marriage is distorted, or if their inspiration is not directed towards
their home life, their children suffer directly. Children must see in their parents an example for their
own marriages later on.
Children suffer when their parents are not wholehearted about marriage and family life.
The question for Christians who are already married and raising children is not, “How can I reduce
to a bare minimum my family obligations so as to be
‘free’ to lead a ‘more spiritual life?” It is rather: “How
should I nurture within my family life my love for
God and my neighbor?
As St. Silouan put it: “My brother is my life,” A
married person can say – and it is the only theologically correct way to live – “My wife (or husband) and
children are my life. They are the content of my life; it
is living with them that I must learn Christ-like love.”
The criterion of my spiritual health is this: what is

ORDINATIONS
REALE, Jeffrey (James), to the holy
diaconate by Metropolitan JOSEPH and
Bishop ANTHONY on September 10, 2017,
at St. George Church in Akron, Ohio. He is
assigned to that parish.

the state of the relations between me and those with
whom I live? No other criterion is higher. Family life
is the measuring stick of Christian progress for those
who live in the world.’
All you learn about marriage, all you work for
your marriage, is work for the salvation of your children, and this is not something small, but something
which is of eternal value.
These statements make me want to leap off the couch,
literally, and make a fearless self-inventory. Now is the
time for an examined life, for spiritual watchfulness. What
is the state of the relations between me and those with
whom I live? Am I modeling for my children Christ’s love
within my marriage? Am I seeking first God’s kingdom
for myself and my family? Am I allowing the Holy Spirit
to guide me, softening my heart to be more receptive to
His prompting in all the various situations I find myself
as a wife and a parent? Is my family and what’s best for
them and their salvation at the forefront of my mind? Am
I asking for forgiveness when I make mistakes that affect
or hurt my family? Am I taking seriously the great responsibility I have been given, to be a spouse and a parent? I
want to take my responsibility seriously not as an obligation that bogs me down or creates fear of making a mess
of things, but as a joyful charge to allow Christ to smooth
the rough places in me that make me hard to live with or
harmful to my loved ones.
The path to salvation starts in the home. It starts with
putting other people’s needs before our own, mostly those
same people we may have married or given birth to, and
it’s dying to ourselves in love over and over again. This is
our big deal. This is our big job. Here’s one more pearl
from Sister Magdalen: “A spiritual father was asked by a
married man: ‘How can I, living in the world, dwell in
the presence of God?’ The Elder answered: ‘Do everything
as one cooperating in God’s work.’ To be a fellow worker
with God in the task of marriage and bringing up Christian children is a grandiose [sic] and holy role.”
Let us be fellow workers with God in our marriages
and as parents, recognizing this crucial and holy role. Let
us ask for God’s grace and for receptiveness to the Holy
Spirit, that He would make obvious to us the tools we
need – things like the little book by Sister Magdalen.
Keidi Lewis

ELEVATIONS
AL-ASSAF, Father Youhanna was elevated
to the rank and dignity of Archpriest
by Metropolitan JOSEPH and Bishop
ANTHONY on September 10, 2017. at St.
George Church in Akron, Ohio.

KHOURIA HARBEIH HARB on August 18,
2017, in her home. Preceded in death by her
husband Very Reverend George Harb of San
Diego. Khouria is survived by her children
Elias Harb and Mary Harb. Her three other
children have reposed: Samira, Joseph,
and Samir Harb. Khouria Harbeih had five
children, twelve grandchildren, twenty-two
great grandchildren, and four great great
grandchildren.

REPOSED
KHOURIA MARY SUE HENDERSON
WALKER, 84, of Nashville, Tennessee, on
August 27, 2017. Preceded in death by her

ARCHPRIEST
JOSEPH
SAKKAB,
EMERITUS on August 10, 2017, at the age of
95. He leaves behind his faithful wife Khouria
Samira; his children, Deacon Simon, Laila,
Pauline, and Fady; and nine grandchildren.

Dioceses of Oakland/Charleston &
New York/Washington D.C.

Join us at AV for the 1st ever

Winter Family Camp
January 12-15, 2018
(MLK Jr. Weekend)
As a family, you can:

PLC
@AV




Bible Studies
Fellowship
Spiritual Growth

Hosted by St. Philip Church, Souderton, PA
St. George Church, Upper Darby, PA and
Holy Ascension Mission, West Chester, PA

JUNE 27-JULY 1, 2018

FAMILY

ACTIVITIES
ATMOSPHERE
PRICING!

Antiochian Village Conference & Retreat Center  Ligonier, PA

INFO & REGISTRATION:
http://www.antiochianevents.com
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husband, The Very Reverend Gordon Walker.
She was a loving mother, grandmother, and
great-grandmother.

*

Go to church

*

Eat together

*

Sit around a fire

*

Play games

*

SNOWTUBING!!!

Space is limited, so register now!

Check out avcamp.org
for more informa�on and to
download a registra�on form!
Contact Chris Shadid at chris@avcamp.org
or 724-238-9565 (ext. 505) for any ques�ons
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… is the “real” gift you give that helps brings a
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children and families.
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