
 

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26) 
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Pascha 2019 
 

“When Thou hadst fallen asleep in the flesh, as one mortal, O King and Lord, 

Thou didst rise again on the third day, raising up Adam from corruption, and 

abolishing death: O Pascha of incorruption!  O Salvation of the world!”  (The 

Exaposteilarion of Pascha) 
 

To the Right Reverend, Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy, the Christ-loving 

Monastics, and the Faithful Laity of the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America: 
 

I embrace and greet you with a holy kiss in the Name of our Risen Saviour.  Christ is 

risen!  Χριστὸς ἀνέστη! Al-masih qaam! Христос Воскресе!  Hristos a înviat!  Cristo 
ha resucitado! 
 

"Death was terrible to the human race before the death of Christ, but after 
Christ’s Resurrection man became terrible to death, for One of us conquered 
death, did not remain in the grave, and did not see corruption.  The former 
Pascha was the liberation of Israel from Egypt.  Our Pascha is the liberation 
from the slavery of death and corruption.  Christ is risen!  I now know that my 
salvation has indeed been wrought.  I know that God did indeed appear on 
earth.  There have been great men, conquerors of the elements, conquerors of 
nature, but death equalized all and revealed our common nothingness.  Who is 
this Who has passed through the gates of death?  He can only be God.  The 
Incarnation and the Resurrection are combined into one.  The Incarnation 
gives the meaning of the Resurrection, and the Resurrection irrefutably 
confirms that the Incarnation is truth and reality, and not illusion or dream.  
Now death is not frightening to me, for I have seen the victory over 
corruption."   (New Hieromartyr Hilarion Troitsky, 1886-1929) 
 

Assuring you of my continued love, prayers and blessings, wishing you a joyous 
Paschal season, and looking forward to seeing you in Fort Worth this June for our 

“Diocesan Family Reunion” − the 2019 DOWAMA Parish Life Conference, I remain 
 

Your Father in the Risen Christ, 

 
+Bishop Basil 
Bishop of Wichita and the Diocese of Mid-America 
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