September 17th
Martyrs Sophia and Her Daughters Faith, Love and Hope
Stichera at the Praises

Byzantine Chant Tone 8

Special melody: O Lord, though Thou didst stand Adapted by Dn. John El Massih
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1) Lord,  though So - phi - a's ten-der fledg - lings were tor - tured and
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died a vi - o0 - lent death on earth, Thou hast gath-ered them in the
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Heav - ens___ un - der the wings of _ Thy love for man,
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hav - ing re - ceived__  with de - light the suf - frings they en -
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- dured for Thee; and glo - 11 - fy - ing them to thé ag - es,
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Thou dost hear - ken to  their prayers for ——  us.
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2) Lord, _ though the sword was not brought near ~ to So - phi - a, her
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heart was cut with the keen - est pains look -ing on her in - no - cent
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daugh - ters_ slain one by one in__ pro-longed dis - tress;
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and her ma - ter - nal tra - vails in  bring - ing Mar - tyrs
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forth to Thee have set a  glit - ter - ing crown of glo - ry
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on her head as on the Mar - tyrs ———  peer.
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3)O____ Lord, give ear to Thine in - vin - «c¢i-ble Mar - tyrs, and
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heal our souls of their bar - ren - ness, grant -ing fear that bring-eth forth
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WIS - dom, faith mov - ing  moun - tains and mak - ing whole,
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hope nev - er mak - ing a - shamed, and love, the bright - est
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crown of all, by the en - treat - ies of those who brave - ly
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died con - tend - ing for the names___ they —  bore.
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