Lenten Triodion

Saturday of Souls
Stichera at the Praises

Byzantine Tone 8 (Plagal of 4th Mode-C) Adapted by Rassem El Massih
Special Melody: The Paradise of Eden
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1)O all ye breth-ren, come be - fore thé end, and see - ing that
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we are earth, and con - sid - er - ing how weak our na - ture is,
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how mean and worth-less is our state, let us now__ look up -on our end,
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and the or - gans of the wves - sel of the flesh. Let us con -
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- sid - er how man is  dust, cor - rup - tion and the
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flood of worms; our bones are dry, with no breath of life:
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come let us look up - on the tombs:  Where is the glo-ry now?
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Where the  beau - ty and the come - li - ness of form?
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Where the tongue  speak - ing SW - ly?
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Where is theé eye-brow or the eye it - self? All  is shad - ow.
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All is dust. Hence, spare and save us all, O Sav - ior Christ.
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2) Where-fore doth man de-ceive him-self and boast and trou - ble him -
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-self in  vain, man of clay that soon shall be no more than -clay?
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Why doth this earth con -sid - er not that his whole lump is formed of dust,
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dregs of rot - ten - ness, cor - rup - tion and de - cay? Ye men, if
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we then are nought but clay, why are we stuck fast
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to  the earth? If we were plant - ed with Christ in truth,
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leav - ing this life be - hind

why do we not run un - to Him,
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which is per - ish - ing and fleet - eth fast a - way,
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that in - cor - rup - ti - ble and bless - ed life, which in truth s
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Christ Him -self, Christ, th¢ il - lu - mi - na-tion of __ oUr—_ souls?
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3) Thou Who didst fash-ion Ad-am with Thy hand and set_ him be -
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-tween these twain, in - cor - rup -tion and mor - tal - 1 - ty, O Lord;
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and off-ring him the life in grace, from cor - rup - tion didst set him free
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by trans - lat - ing him to that first life he had: Do Thou Thy -
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- self _ kind - ly show Thy grace un - to Thy ser - vants,
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O our Lord, whom Thou hast  tak - en hence to  Thy - self
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and give them rest with all the jus where all the cho -sen dance;
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write  their names, O Sav - ior in____  the Book of Life;
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shall sound his trump, and Thou dost raise them up, then ac - count the
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worth-y  of Thy King-dom of the Heav-en in__ thar— day.
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4) Christ God is ris - en and hath loosed the bonds of Ad - am the
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first-formed man and de-stroyed the strength of Ha - des by His might.
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Take cour-age, there-fore, all ye dead; death it - self _ hath been put to death
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and with him, Ha - des is ut - ter - ly  de-spoiled; and Christ doth
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reign,  Who was «cru - ci - fied and is a - ris - en
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from the dead; and He Him - self___  hath be-stowed on us
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the in - cor-rup-tion of the flesh, and— = He doth raise us up
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and doth give the Res - ur - rec - tion un - to us,
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fer - vent faith have all - un-swerv-ing -ly be - lieved
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