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Jesus the Author of Resurrection and Life
Returns to the River Jordan – John 10:40

In the last days before Palm Sunday, before Lazarus became sick – not unto death but for the

glory of the Son of God (John 11:4) – Jesus returned to the Jordan where He had been

baptized by John. This occurred right after He had offered the Jews of Jerusalem, words of His

divine promise. ( John 10:27-31) In particular, He spoke to those who choose to hear His Voice

and follow Him. He let them know they shall never perish, nor be snatched out of His Hand.

He then says, 

“My Father, Who has given Me, is greater than all; and no one is able

 to snatch them out of My Hand. I and My Father, are One.

The emotional response of the legalistic Jew? It was not to turn to Him, but instead to stone

Him. Yet in great patience, Jesus tries to overcome their unbelief in Him, by saying “but if I do

(good works), though you do not believe Me, believe the works that you may know and

believe that the Father is in Me and I AM in Him. (John 10:38)

Two question? 1) Can one explain why Jesus journeyed beyond the Jordan? For certain, who

can know the divine purposing of the eternal One.  Yet through His Incarnation, Jesus allows

us – His adopted children – to learn, experience, and participate in the Wisdom of His works.

2) How so? By His Voice, the Light of His Transfiguration, and the “good” news of His being

the Author of Resurrection and Life.  Such is of Lazarus.

What a joy to recognize His love for us, His adopted children; to know He meets us where we

are with Him – relationally. For by this and in His loving kindness, He blesses us with time and

the opportunities to better know Him, rebuild our trust relationship with Him, to mature in

our love of Him, and through Him, restore us to Paradise.  Such is of Martha and Mary.

All of these point to the benefits of Jesus traveling beyond the Jordan just before He calls

Lazarus from his sealed tomb. This geographic area helps reminds us of how Jesus uses His

Words and the goodness of His physical creation, for our salvation: 1) Joshua crossing the

Jordan to enter the promised land, after 40 years in the wilderness, 2) Elisha being granted the

prophetic mantel from Elijah, and 3) here is where Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist.

Next month our journey to Bethany will explore all three point. 

   Sincerely

  Paul Goetz  –  SAAOT
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