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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

Jesus is the Son of Man, the Son of His Father

Last month, we began our discussion about Lazarus answering the call of Jesus to walk from his tomb.

He was dead for four days. Here we gained insight into Who Jesus is and His significance to us, by

reviewing John 11:4, ... not unto the death of Lazarus, but unto the glory of Jesus, His Son.  It helps

bring to focus the mortality of our flesh while also offering a great hope and purpose for the

Incarnation of the Word.  Truly Lazarus is important to us and our sense of salvation: “Did I not tell

you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God.” Jn 11:40.

Jesus is the fulfillment of the promised One called the Christ in the Old Testament. Through

His Incarnation, He reconfirms His covenant with all mankind, dating back to Adam and Eve,

regardless of the Jews turning their back to Him. Through Lazarus, we learn the glorious

message that whomever believes in Him, shall never die – John 11:25, as Martha confirmed the

words and faith of St Peter in John 11:27, “Yes Lord, I believe you are the Christ, (the One

Who is) the Son of God (His eternal Father), Who is to come into this world.” 

But what about Mary, sister of Martha and Lazarus. If we bring together the Books of Matthew,

Mark, and John, there are important observations for us to consider as we contemplate:1) the Word

of the Lord becoming Incarnate, 2) His being named Jesus, and 3) His being both the Son of

His eternal Father and Son of Man. Whether her anointing the head of Jesus, or putting His

Words before the customs of man, or washing His feet, there are three wondrous insights the

Anointed One offered Mary, renewing her heart with His Spirit of life, hope, and promise.

1. The Promised One of Moses: Her use of an extravagant gift was appropriate for one

held in highest regard. In this, Jesus not only called Lazarus from his tomb, His entrance into

Jerusalem on the colt of a donkey, fulfilled the promise of the Lord’s Prophets. 

2. High Priest:  Jesus being the Son of His Father, was anointed by His Father to be High

Priest.  Here, Mary’s anoints Jesus to be the Son of Man - the “Lamb of God” - Who is the

Resurrection and the Life of the world and our Voice to His eternal Wisdom.   

3. The Messiah is to die on the Cross and be buried:  Mary understands what His disciples

yet grasped. By His walking from His tome, Jesus would show Himself to be the Wisdom that

overcomes the dark ignorance of death, able to renew our broken trust relationship with Him,

pardon our sins, and through repentance, re-open Paradise to all. 

   Sincerely

  Paul Goetz  –  SAAOT
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