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WHO IS THIS SON OF MARY IN THE  WATERS OF THE JORDAN

In January, we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. Last

month, we began to explore what Jesus – our Christ – came to reveal and remind us, through

His Incarnation.  Our hope is to help develope a deeper sense of this divine Son, coming forth

from the womb of Mary – the One Who is the Child and the Immanuel.

To help us understand Who Jesus is – the Incarnate Word – let us seek the wisdom of 

Isaiah. Prophet Isaiah is often referred to as an Old Testament Evangelist, whose words

were inspired by the Spirit of the Lord. Here we discover the Virgin Mary, the dynamic

reality of her Son being both her Child and the Immanuel, and our Father – Isaiah 7:14. It

helps bring fulness to the mystery of His Baptism.  That Jesus is not a human person, but

instead a divine Person.  That  He reveals Himself to be both Son of Man through Mary and

Son of His eternal Father, and further, the Son of Mary is from in the beginning, our Father.

Fin d  o u r St . Ath an a s iu s  O rth o d o x Stu d y  B ib le  O ld  T e s tam e n t  t ran s la t io n

a t  An c ie n t  Fa ith  :   h t tp ://s to re .an c ie n t f a ith .c o m /o rth o d o x- s tu d y -b ib le /

But let’s continue our journey into Whom this Holy One of Israel Is, made known to Moses

in Exdous 3: 6:  “I AM”  the “God of your fathers – the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”  

The One Isaiah proclaims to be:  “our Father”… You O Lord, are our Father, Who deliveres

us and Whose name was upon us – Is 64: 16. (g iv e  re a d  to  th e  Lo rd ’s  P ra y e r -  Lu ke  11)

Isaiah 53, let’s us know this Child yet to be seen – this Son of Man (Luke 18:31) – is somehow yet 

known through faith, hope, love, and trust. Here we read, “… His presence as a Child, as a

Root in a thirsty land,”  Who had no form or beauty.  And in comparison to all men, His

form lacked honor, Whose face was turned away, being dishonored and held of no esteemed.

Yet He bears our sins and suffers for us.  For “Man has gone astray in his own way and the

Lord delivered Him over for our sins.”  –  n o t  o f  Ad am  an d  Ev e .

In Isaiah 60, “our Father” speaks of Himself in prophecy, “Shine, shine, O Jerusalem, for

Your Light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you.  In Isaiah 61, He makes

clear that the Spirit of the Lord is with Him and that Jesus is the Anointed One Who became

Incarnate to proclaim His good news to the poor, to heal the broken hearted, and preach

liberty to the captives, and the garment of glory, instead of indifference..
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