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editor’s letter
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The Youth Ask
Metropolitan PHILIP for Support
Metropolitan PHILIP reported to the General
Assembly of our clergy and laity in Chicago that
when he visited the meetings of the leaders of
our young people, gathered for their own workshops and meetings, they asked him for help. I
happened to be there, having just arrived in Chicago, so I heard them express to Sayidna myself
their deep pain as they related stories of friends
and companions who have been destroyed by
alcohol and drugs. They related how much loneliness they have when they can’t seem to connect with others. They expressed how hard it is
to be growing up today. In short, they asked the
Church to make their world a better place.
Visibly moved by the pleas of these youth
leaders, Sayidna’s response was immediate. He
promised to inform the clergy of their needs and
to get the training that the clergy need to meet
these challenges. He will mobilize the various
departments and resources of the archdiocese
to work together on these issues. He will continue the programs of the Youth Department and
encourage the clergy to support the efforts that
are underway. Sayidna dedicated the next clergy
symposium to training the clergy to address the
specific needs of the youth expressed.
The social ills that our youth face did not arise
over night. They are the logical development of
philosophies of generations who have turned
away from seeking God and instead sought the
“self.” Previous generations have made truth
something relative, and pleasure, life’s only
goal. Our young people are seeking an alternative life and they need the Church to be courageous enough to define it and teach people how
to live it. They need the Church to be an alternative reference point and a safe place to live and a
healthy place to grow. The young people asked
the Archbishop to teach all of the young people,
both in and outside the Church, what is good,
what is holy, what is right. They want to know
what is appropriate and what is not!

While it seems that other churches are unwilling or unable to speak definitively about many
of the issues of the day, Orthodoxy continues to
live and worship in ways that express God’s own
vision and revelation. We continue to baptize our
young to battle the passions, to be in relationship with God and each other. We continue to
know God’s plan and rest in Christ and not in

the falseness of this world. We take our joy from
the empty tomb, not from the empty promises of
pills and alcohol.
The convention itself was a reunion of likeminded Orthodox Christians who gathered
around our Metropolitan and bishops to support
each other, and build each other up, expressing
our mutual care. I was struck by the openness
and love expressed by the clergy and people
alike. The theme of this convention was a prayer
from the Anaphora, asking God to “be mindful of
the priests and every priestly order.” The experience of the convention itself was a celebration of
being in the grace and love of God. It was being
the Church as expressed in the priestly ranks and
the priesthood of believers. When we gather as
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daily devotions
OCTOBER 2011
V. Rev. George Alberts

1. HEBREWS 9:1-7; LUKE 10:38-42, 11:27-28
2. 2 CORINTHIANS 6:1-10; LUKE 6:31-36
3. EPHESIANS 1:22-2:3; LUKE 6:24-30
4. EPHESIANS 2:19-3:7; LUKE 6:37-45
5. EPHESIANS 3:8-21; LUKE 6:46-7:1 (FAST)
6. EPHESIANS 4:14-19; LUKE 7:17-30
7. EPHESIANS 4:17-25; LUKE 7:31-35 (FAST)
8. 1 CORINTHIANS 14:20-25; LUKE 5:27-32
9. 2 CORINTHIANS 6:16-7:1; LUKE 7:11-16
10. EPHESIANS 4:25-32; LUKE 7:36-50
11. EPHESIANS 5:20-26; LUKE 8:1-3
12. EPHESIANS 5:25-33; LUKE 8:22-25 (FAST)
13. EPHESIANS 5:33-6:9; LUKE 9:7-11
14. EPHESIANS 6:18-24; LUKE 9:12-18 (FAST)
15. 1 CORINTHIANS 15:39-45; LUKE 6:1-10
16. TITUS 3:8-15; LUKE 8:5-15
17. PHILIPPIANS 1:1-7; LUKE 9:18-22
18. COLOSSIANS 4:5-9, 14, 18; LUKE 10:16-21
19. PHILIPPIANS 1:12-20; LUKE 9:44-50 (FAST)
20. PHILIPPIANS 1:20-27; LUKE 9:49-56
21. PHILIPPIANS 1:27-2:4; LUKE 10:1-15 (FAST)
22. 1 CORINTHIANS 15:58-16:3; LUKE 7:2-10
23. GALATIANS 1:11-19; LUKE 8:26-39
24. PHILIPPIANS 2:12-16; LUKE 10:22-24
25. PHILIPPIANS 2:17-23; LUKE 11:1-10
26. 2 TIMOTHY 2:1-10; JOHN 15:17; 16:2 (FAST)
27. PHILIPPIANS 3:1-8; LUKE 11:14-23
28. PHILIPPIANS 3:8-19; LUKE 11:23-26 (FAST)
29. 2 CORINTHIANS 1:8-11; LUKE 8:16-21
30. GALATIANS 1:11-19; LUKE 16:19-31
31. PHILIPPIANS 4:10-25; LUKE 11:29-33
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the Church and pray for the Church, we express
our union with God and with each other.
The resolutions of the General Assembly express God’s vision for marriage and family life
as well as calling for justice. I dare say that no
other church in America (non-Orthodox) would
be able to speak so definitively. We are on the
record for God, life and truth. May God continue
to bless our Church and empower our people
and leaders to know God’s will and to do it!
Like the young people, we adults also need the
firm teachings of the Church to protect us from
distorted godless views and social norms. We
need the Church leadership to teach definitively
and the faithful to receive truth with joy. Only in
such joy can we support each other, protect each
other and help each other heal the wounds that
we can suffer in this age of confusion. Supporting
our youth and meeting their needs may be the
very thing needed by our adults, who have been
also wounded by the philosophies of the day.
In this issue of The WORD, you will read
Metropolitan PHILIP’s message to the General
Assembly, and the resolutions. I trust that you
join me in gratitude to God for our Orthodox
faith and for the resolve, leadership and love of
our Metropolitan Archbishop, who celebrates
this year his eightieth birthday and his forty-fifth
anniversary as our chief shepherd. Many years,
Master!
by Fr. John Abdalah

Metropolitan PHILIP Addresses the

50th Antiochian Archdiocese Convention
Chicago, Illinois July 29, 2011

Your Eminence,
Your Graces,
Beloved Clergy,
Esteemed members of the
Board of
Trustees of our
God-Protected Archdiocese,
Beloved members of the Order
of St. Ignatius of Antioch,
Members of the Antiochian Women,
Members of the Fellowship of
St. John the Divine,
Members of SOYO,
Parish Council Members,
And all the faithful of our Archdiocese,
It seems like yesterday that we were in Palm Desert,
California, to celebrate the work of this Archdiocese
and the various departments which we have established
for the edification of our Church.
This year the theme for our Parish Life Conferences
and Archdiocese Convention is taken from the Anaphora of the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great: “Be mindful,
Oh Lord, of the priesthood, the diaconate, and every
priestly rank.”
For the past forty-five years I have been telling you
that the Church is not the bishop alone, or the priest
alone, or the deacon alone, or the laity alone. The
Church is the bishop, the priest, the deacon, and the laity working together, like a “symphony,” as St. Ignatius
of Antioch put it.
In 1 Corinthians, Chapter 12, verse 4, St. Paul wrote:
“Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit and
there are varieties of services but the same Lord; and
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God
who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”
Such words of St. Paul are manifested in our own Archdiocese. Some are gifted to be bishops, some to be
priests, some to be deacons, some to be nuns, some
to be members of the Board of Trustees of the Archdiocese, many to be members of The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch, some to be members of the Antiochian
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If the world
is filthy and
hopeless and
completely
evil, let us
as good
Christians
clean the
world, breathe
life into the
dry bones
and bring this
world back to
God.
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Women, some to be members of SOYO, some to
be youth leaders and directors, and some to be
church school leaders and teachers and some to
be parish council members. All this work is being done under the oversight of the Bishop for
the edification of the body of Christ.
St. Paul continues to say in the same chapter,
“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body”
(12:4–13). The three orders of bishops, priests,
and deacons are rooted in the New Testament
and the Apostolic age. In the early Church there
was a bishop in every parish. When the Church
developed, it was not practical to have a bishop
in every parish. The order of priests was created to lead the parish as representatives of the
bishops.
The New Testament reveals to us that the
office of a deacon existed mainly to serve the
bishop. The priest and the deacon have the same
spirit but they perform different functions, as St.
Paul put it.
In addition to these three orders there is the
order of the laity. “As many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Galatians
3:27). St. Peter said, “You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own
special people that you may proclaim the praises
of Him who called you out of darkness into His
marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). The royal priesthood includes everyone, clergy and laity alike.
All of us are members of the same body, though
we have different functions.
For many years, the laity existed on the margin of the church. In 1968 at the Archdiocese
Convention which was held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, I said, “It seems to me that we have two
classes in the Church: the clergy, who perform
the Liturgy upstairs, and the laity who count the
money downstairs. Thus we became a Church
of upstairs, downstairs theology.” Fortunately, in
1968, we put an end to this dichotomy, this “upstairs, downstairs” theology.
If you study the history of our Archdiocese,
you would find that many of our parishes were established by the laity when we did not have bishops and priests; for example, the parish which I
had the honor to serve in Cleveland, Ohio, was

established by women. The women got together, raised money and gave it to their husbands
and ordered them to go and buy a church for
their young people and children. Their husbands
obeyed, and that is how the Church in Cleveland
was founded. I could say the same thing about
many parishes in our Archdiocese. Our lay people used to gather in various halls or homes and
say their prayers. Once a year a priest would pass
by and visit these small flocks; baptize their children, marry them, and pray for their departed
loved ones. Thus we could say without hesitation
that our laity played a tremendous role in founding this God-protected Archdiocese. Therefore,
all of us, clergy and laity, share in the perfect
Priesthood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
The whole body of the Church is priestly, and the
whole Church is the laos, that is, the people of
God. St. Paul said: “Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them:
if they prophecy in proportion to our faith; if
service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his
teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he
who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid,
with zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness” (Rom. 12:6-8).

The Ministry of the Laity
Based on the witness of the scripture and the
fathers, the laity has a different ministry to perform in the life of the Church. As a matter of
fact, in today’s secular and relativistic world, a
ministry of the laity has a wider scope and a bigger dimension than the ministry of the ordained
clergy.
I would like to clarify my statement: the
priest’s ministry, in most instances, is confined to
the boundaries of his parish. His many parochial
duties in this age of organizations do not leave
him much time to transcend the boundaries of
his parish and reach out to the world at large.
Some theologians might say, “But the world is
evil, filthy, and corrupt, thus, let us flee from the
world and let the world go to the devil.”
This world-denying attitude, my friends, is
alien to the spirit of the New Testament. In the
Gospel of St. John, we read, “For God so loved
the world, that he gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life” (John 3:16).

If the world is filthy and hopeless and completely evil, let us as good Christians clean the
world, breathe life into the dry bones and bring
this world back to God. If this world is evil, we
should ask ourselves, What then was the purpose
of the Incarnation?
Therefore, the laity, men and women alike,
whether a teacher, a farmer, a truck driver, a
doctor, a businessman, an engineer, or a scientist, must be involved in the affairs of this world
and try to restore it to what it was in the beginning. Thus through the laity, the Church enters
into contact with the world. It is at this point the
Christian meets the non-Christian, the sacred
encounters the profane, the religious deals with
the secular. The laity, however, cannot fulfill their
ministry to the Church and the world, if they are
not regular members of the worshipping community. We need Christ-believing laity, conscious of
their royal priesthood to which they were called
by their baptismal ordination. Although we do
not expect them to be accomplished theologians,
we do not expect them to be theologically illiterate. It is the sacred duty of our priests to encourage the ministry of the laity in their communities
and to cultivate their talent.
The laity, the royal priesthood, has, as we

heard, their definite ministry in the Church.
There is another very special ministry in the
Church; that is the ministry of the ordained clergy which is rooted in the New Testament.
Some biblical scholars say that Timothy and
Titus were auxiliary bishops to St. Paul. The
bishop (episcopos) is the overseer of his Diocese. The deacon (diaconos) or server, assists
the bishop and the priest. The priest serves his
parishioners from the cradle to the grave. When
we are born, he goes to the hospital to pray for
our mothers and for us. After forty days from our
birth he receives us into the church. Priests baptize us in order to make us members of the body
of Christ and citizens of the heavenly kingdom.
From the priest we receive the sacraments of
chrismation and communion. When we are ready
to get married, he presides over our sacramental
union in the church. When we get ill, he is the
first one to visit us in the hospital. When we fall
asleep in Christ, he presides over our funerals
and walks with us the last step to the grave.
Unfortunately, in a few of our parishes priests
are not well-received; this is dead wrong. The
priest must be treated kindly, lovingly, and with
much respect. The priest cannot be hired and
fired. A priest is appointed by the Metropolitan
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and transferred by him and no one else.
The priesthood, my friends, is not a social institution; it is rather a divine vocation. The priesthood was not instituted by an act of Congress
nor by a Presidential Decree. When we ordain
a deacon, a priest or a bishop, we utter the following words, “The Grace Divine, which always
healeth that which is infirm, and completeth that
which is wanting, elevateth, through the laying
on of hands,” and so forth.
The patristic literature is full of exhortations
to the deacons, priests, and bishops. St. Gregory
the Theologian points out that the role of leadership positions begins with ourselves, with the
priest. Listen to him speak to us: “A priest must
himself be cleansed, before cleansing others; he
must be wise so as to make others wise; he must
become light and then give light; he must draw
near to God in order to bring others to God.”
St. Ephraim the Syrian says, “Oh ye pastors,
be made like unto that diligent Pastor, Chief of
the whole flock, who cared so greatly for His
flock. He brought nigh those that were afar off.
He brought back the wanderers. He visited the
sick. He strengthened the weak. He bound up
the broken. He gave Himself up for the sake of
the sheep.”
St. John Chrysostom, in the many works in
which he refers to the life of the clergy, always
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reminds us of the elevated honor of our ministry.
It is established through the Holy Spirit and is
most evident in the liturgical rites.
“The work of the priesthood is done on earth,
but it is ranked among heavenly ordinances. And
this is only right, for no man, no angel, no archangel, no other created power, but the Paraclete
Himself ordained this vocation, and persuaded
men, while still remaining in the flesh, to represent the ministry of angels.”
If you want to read more on the priesthood,
I refer you to St. Ignatius of Antioch, the three
hierarchs, Basil the Great, St. Gregory the Theologian, and especially, St. John Chrysostom, “On
the Priesthood.”
I am going to take the last quotation from St.
Cyril of Alexandria: “Each of the clergy, regardless of the rank of order, bishop, priest, or deacon, serves in the ministry of Jesus Christ himself; it is the Great Shepherd who truly ordains
all the orders by the Holy Spirit.”

The State of the Archdiocese
Ladies and Gentlemen, between February 24,
2009, and August 18, 2010, this Archdiocese experienced some restlessness because of contradictory resolutions taken by the Holy Synod of
Antioch. I thought we were back in the era of the

Toledo/New York conflict. The Holy Synod met
on June 16, 2010, at the Patriarchate in Damascus and adopted three contradictory resolutions
vis-á-vis North America. I was supposed to attend that meeting, but because of illness I could
not travel to Syria. The resolutions which were
made on June 17, 2010, added some confusion
to the Archdiocese. I informed his Beatitude, Patriarch Ignatius the IV, that such resolutions were
not acceptable to us. His Beatitude called for another meeting of the Synod for August 17, 2010,
at St. Christopher’s Monastery in the shadow of
the Sayidnaye Convent. The date was accepted,
despite the 120-degree temperature heat-wave
both in Lebanon and Syria. So I traveled to the
Middle East, accompanied by His Grace, Bishop
JOSEPH, auxiliary of the Diocese of Los Angeles
and the West; The Very Reverend Father Michel
Najim, Pastor of St. Nicholas Cathedral and his
wife, Khouriye Eva; The Chancellor of our Archdiocese, the Reverend Archdeacon Emile Sayegh,
and his wife, Suzie; and our Archdiocesan Trustee, Fawaz El-Khoury who was a tremendous help
to us regarding the logistics of the trip.
The Holy Synod was very peaceful and productive. It lasted six days. On August 19, 2010,
I reported to the Synod that the contradictory
resolutions taken between February 24, 2009,
and June 17, 2010, were very damaging to the

unity and integrity of our Archdiocese. In addition, I said no bishop can be married to his diocese while the real wife is still alive.
When I was ordained a Metropolitan on August 14, 1966, I was ordained as Archbishop
of New York and All North America. Thus, my
friends, our Archdiocese cannot have more than
one husband. Furthermore, before we begin
our Synod meetings, we members of the Synod
chant the Troparion of Pentecost, and pray that
the Holy Spirit will descend on us to do what is
pleasing only to God and His church. The question is, Does the Holy Spirit contradict Himself?
After a brief discussion, the resolution of August 19, 2010, was adopted, which put an end to
the turbulence which was experienced between
February 24, 2009, and August 19, 2010.
Ladies and Gentlemen, between February 24,
2009, and August 19, 2010, there was a plan by
a few of our clergy and laity against me. Perhaps
they wanted another Metropolitan. What was
written on the Internet against me, the Archdiocese, the Patriarch of Antioch, and the Holy Synod were rumors and lies. Their attempts were
like a mosquito trying to move a mountain or a
seagull trying to stop the waves of the ocean. I
have no doubt where such people will be standing on the Day of Judgment. Without discipline
and respect for each other, this Archdiocese can-
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not continue to grow. The worst problem Orthodoxy is facing on this continent is fragmentation,
almost in every Orthodox jurisdiction. After the
August meeting of the Synod, this Archdiocese
became united and stronger than ever.
We are, in this country, blessed with the
principle of democracy. The Constitution of
our Country begins with these words: “We the
people.” The decisions of the Holy Synod begins
with these words: “We, therefore, the members
of the Holy Synod,” the highest authority in our
Church. When we decide on matters listed on
the agenda of the Synod, we say, “The Church
has decided.” The Church, therefore, in its earthly structure is not a democratic institution. It is,
rather, established on God’s rule.
In the Book of Acts, we read, “It seemed good
to the Holy Spirit and us to impose on you no further burden than these essentials” (Acts 15:28).
I know that some of you came to us from a Protestant background where the bishop is hired and
fired. This is not Orthodoxy; it is rather congregational Protestantism. Thus, we do not say, “We
the people”; we say, “We the Church,” and the
Church, as you well know, has a definite hierarchical structure based on more than 2,000 years
of Holy Scripture and Holy Tradition.
Ladies and Gentlemen, I am sure that you
know that we have lost His Grace, Bishop MARK,
based on his own request. On October 22, 2010,
in Jacksonville, Florida, during our Synod meeting, I brought to the attention of Bishop MARK
the deteriorating condition of the Toledo and
Midwest Diocese. The Midwest region used to be
a precious gem in the crown of the Archdiocese.
We used to gather in our Parish Life Conferences

1,500 to 2,000 people. Two years ago, the Parish Life Conference was held in Cincinnati, Ohio,
with only 250 people and last year the Parish Life
Conference was held in Toledo and less than 400
people attended. Moreover, the participation of
our organizations at the Conference was very
disappointing.
On October 22, 2010, we proposed to Bishop
MARK that he be transferred from the Midwest
to the Northwest, where he could do a better
job. He refused and asked for a release from the
Antiochian Archdiocese to the OCA. We granted
his request and wished him well. This year we
had our Parish Life Conference in Cleveland,
Ohio, which was attended by six hundred people; twenty-eight teams participated in the Bible
Bowl; and fourteen participated in the Oratorical Contest, despite the fact that this year the
Archdiocese Convention is being held here in
Chicago, a city in the Midwest.
I am delighted that last May we graduated ten
new priests; thus we have no shortage of priests
and if any priest is not happy in this Archdiocese, we will grant him a release immediately.
All the Departments of the Archdiocese are
functioning very well, but we should strive more
for perfection.
Finally, I think that all of you agree with me that
without our collective efforts, this Archdiocese
cannot achieve its goals. Therefore, I would like
to take this opportunity to thank our Hierarchs,
namely, His Grace, Bishop ANTOUN; His Grace,
Bishop JOSEPH; His Grace, Bishop BASIL; His
Grace, Bishop THOMAS; His Grace, Bishop
ALEXANDER; the Treasurer of our Archdiocese,
Mr. Robert Laham; our Assistant Treasurer, Mr.

George Nassor; our Chancellor, Archdeacon
Emile Sayegh. I would like to thank the Secretary
of the Board of Trustees, Dr. John Dalack, and
the Secretary of the Archdiocese, Father Michael
Ellias, and all esteemed members of the Board of
Trustees, for their generosity and loyalty to this
Archdiocese, especially a very deep gratitude to
our esteemed Vice Chairman, Dr. George Farha,
who is retiring after 12 years of dedicated service to this God-protected Archdiocese. We wish
Dr. George Farha a long, healthy, and peaceful
life. I also would like to thank our faithful clergy
of this Archdiocese for their firm commitment to
the eternal principles of our Church, especially
those who serve small parishes and missions.
I also would like to thank Daniel Abraham, the
Chairman of The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch, who has worked tirelessly and traveled constantly during the last four years to increase the
membership of the Order of St. Ignatius, and all
members of The Order for remaining faithful to
The Order and its goals. Since 1973 the Antiochian Women have been helping projects within
and without this Archdiocese; I would like to take
this opportunity to thank Cindy Nimey for her
outstanding leadership of the Antiochian Women. I would like also to thank the Chairs of all our
Archdiocesan Organizations, Departments, and
Commissions for their hard work.
Last but not least, I would like to thank the
staff of the Archdiocese, namely, my Hierarchical Assistant, The Very Reverend Father George
Kevorkian, for his articulation and oversight
of the Archdiocese website; and The Reverend
Archdeacon Hans El Hayek, who has been traveling with me for 34 years and taking care of our

book department and all our new publications.
I would be remiss if I did not thank a lady who
has just retired after dedicating forty-two years
of her life to the service of this Archdiocese as
Secretary, Kathy Meyer. She came to Brooklyn in
1969 and worked with me, the late Monsour Laham, the late Ernest Saykaly, the late Ted Makoul,
and Peter Dacales, to inaugurate a new financial
system and to organize the office which we have
now. Whether she retires in New Jersey or the
Carolinas with her sister, we wish her a healthy,
long life and above all, peace of mind. I would
like to thank Peter Dacales, who continues to
stop at the office from time to time to help, and
our new Assistant Controller, Sameh Khouzam. I
would like also to thank my new Secretary and
Administrator of The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch, Joanne Hakim, for her hard work; she has
been taking care of The Order and my office at
the same time, which is a tremendous burden. I
would like to thank our Registrar, Amy Robinson;
many thanks also to our Office Assistant, Marly
Abou Hamad; and our Chef, Almaza Farhat, who
keeps all of us at the headquarters very well-fed.
I would like to conclude with these words
from St. Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians, “Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever
is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there
is any excellence and if there is anything worthy
of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received
and heard and seen and the God of peace will be
with you.” Thank you.
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Dr. George Farha
George was born in the land which was
blessed by the footsteps of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ; a land which has been stained many
times by the blood of confessors and martyrs.
George grew up in the shadow of JabalElalshiek and Mount Harmon, where our Lord
was transfigured in the presence of Peter, James
and John, Moses and Elias. George comes from
perhaps the most ancient Archdiocese in the
Christian world; the Archdiocese of Tyre and
Sidon, which was visited by our Lord. He was
raised by a very Orthodox Christian family. I
still remember his father, the late Jameel Farha,
in the Patriarchate in Damascus, pleading the
cause of the Archdiocese of Tyre and Sidon.
The Farha family came to Jdidat Marjeioun from
Houran and became one of the great pillars of
our Church in the entire Middle East.
George came to this country with his brother, Jim (Souheil), to the city of Wichita to study
medicine. By coincidence, he and I came to these
blessed shores of the United States in the same
decade. He studied medicine to heal the physical
infirmities of people and I studied theology to
heal the spiritual illnesses of the people.
George and Brenda met each other in Wichita,
where the Farha family settled when they came to
this country. They fell in love and raised a beautiful family whose members are all involved in the
affairs of St. George Cathedral in Wichita.
Despite George’s success as a physician, he
never forgot his roots. The first time we traveled
to Beruit on Church business, after we arrived at
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the airport in Beruit, he said to me, “I want to go
to Jdidat where I was born.” When he returned
to Beruit from Jdidat, he said to me, “Jdidat is
not the same.”
George is a very generous man. He contributed much to the erection and beautification of St.
George Cathedral in Wichita. George was also
generous to his Archdiocese. Every time we embarked on a project, Dr. George was the first to
give. He gave with joy, and joy was his reward.
When we were fighting for Self-Rule for this
Archdiocese, Dr. George Farha stood with me
like a rock. George, as you know, was obsessed
with the idea of Orthodox Unity in America. I
hope that his cherished dream will be realized
before all of us depart this life.
Twelve years ago when the late Ernest Saykaly fell asleep in the Lord, I looked all over the
Archdiocese to find a man to succeed Mr. Saykaly. I was looking for a man who could match the
greatness of our country and the vastness of
our God-Protected Archdiocese; a man who can
match the heights of the Lebanese Mountains; I
found George Farha.
Brenda, on behalf of myself, our venerable Hierarchs, the esteemed members of the Board of
Trustees, the clergy and laity of this Archdiocese,
please accept this plaque on behalf of George
as a humble expression of appreciation for the
many things George has done for this Archdiocese. We have missed him at this Convention and
all of us pray for his speedy recovery. Please give
him our love and appreciation.
Thank you.
His Eminence the Most Reverend Metropolitan PHILIP (Saliba),
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of All North America

Correction

An article for The WORD magazine by Fr.
 eter Gillquist, which appeared in the May
P
issue, incorrectly stated on page 15, that
“The Order of St. Ignatius had already set
aside $5,000 a year to help people who could
not afford to take the St. Stephen’s Course.”
The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch does
not provide financial aid to students, including students of the St. Stephen’s Course. It
does provide aid, however,
for children to attend sessions at Antiochian camps
each summer.

The Word 13

archdiocesAN

office
Ordained
DAYA, (Issam) Gabriel, to the holy diaconate by
Metropolitan PHILIP, on July 3, 2011, during the
Parish Life Conference, at St. Mary Church of Hunt
Valle, Maryland.

SHADID, Rev. James, Pastor of St. George Church,
Houston, Texas, effective August 16, 2011.

FRIZELLE, Deacon Thomas, to the holy priesthood by Bishop JOSEPH, on August 7, 2011, at
St. John the Evangelist Cathedral in Eagle River,
Alaska.

RICE, Rev. Lucas, Pastor of St. Thomas Church,
Sioux City, Indiana, effective August 16, 2011.

HOWELL, Matthew, to the holy diaconate by Bishop JOSEPH, on August 6, 2011, at St. John the
Evangelist Cathedral in Eagle River, Alaska. He is
assigned to that parish.

Leave of Absence

KISHLER, Deacon Andrew, to the holy priesthood by Bishop JOSEPH, on May 29, 2011, at St.
George Church in Cicero, Illinois.

NASR, Very Rev. Economos Constantine, effective
August 16, 2011.

MEYER, Deacon Daniel, to the holy priesthood by
Bishop THOMAS, at the Church of the Holy Spirit
in Huntington, West Virginia. He is assigned to the
pastorate of Holy Ascension Mission in West Chester, Pennsylvania, effective August 1, 2011.

BUTTS, Rev. Joseph, effective August 1, 2011.

SNOWDEN, Deacon Matthew, to the holy
priesthood by Bishop ANTOUN, on June
19, 2011, during the Parish Life Conference, at St.
John Church, Memphis, Tennessee. He is assigned
as the assistant pastor of St. George Cathedral,
Wichita, Kansas, effective August 16th, 2011.

PARHAMOVICH, Walter, a longtime member of the
Archdiocesan Board of Trustees, reposed on Sunday, May 29, 2011, and was buried from his parish
church of St. Michael, Las Vegas, Nevada, on June
4, 2011. He is survived by his wife Grace Mary, to
whom condolences may be sent at 8425 Apple Hilly
Court, Las Vegas, Nevada.

Appointments

WARREN, Rev. Ignatius, Pastor of St. Elias Church,
Sylvania, Ohio, effective July 5, 2011.
HODGE, Very Rev. Paul, effective August 16, 2011.

Retired

Military Chaplain
Reposed
O’DEA, Fr. Thomas, fell asleep in the Lord on Sunday, July 10, 2011.

BARBERG, Rev. Raphael, Pastor of St. James the
Apostle Church, Westminster, Maryland, effective
June 1, 2011.

SHERWOOD, Deacon Robert Polycarp, formerly
of St. Mark, Denver, Colorado, at the time of his
repose assigned to the Church of the Glastonbury
Icon of the Mother of God (ROCOR) in Hamilton,
Ontario, Canada, fell asleep in Christ and was buried June 9, 2011.

INGALLS, Rev. Methodios, attached to the mission
of the Holy Mother of God, St. Thomas, Fredericksburg, Texas, effective July 1, 2011.

STEIGER, Fr. Basil, from Ss. Peter and Paul Church,
Ben Lomond, California, fell asleep in the Lord on
Sunday, July 24, 2011.

MEYER, Rev. Daniel, Pastor of Holy Ascension
Church, Frazier, Pennsylvania, effective August 1,
2011.

YOUNES, Ernest Alexander, a longtime member of
the Archdiocesan Board of Trustees, reposed on
Saturday, June 4, 2011, at the age of 93 and was
buried on Tuesday, June 7 from his parish church of
St. George, Richmond Hill, Ontario, Canada.

ALKHAS, Rev. Ephraim, Pastor of St. Herman Mission in Wasilla, Alaska, effective August 1, 2011.
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SALEM, Very Rev. John, Pastor of St. Elijah Church,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, effective August 16,
2011.

Sacred
WEST COAST

music institute
Thursday, January 19th to Sunday, January 22nd, 2012

“The
Theotokos
and Mother
of the Light,
let us honor
and magnify
in song.”

The Role of the Theotokos

Metropolitan Philip Announces Election of
New Auxiliary Bishops
At the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy on Saturday, July 30, at the 50th Convention of the Antiochian Archdiocese, His Eminence Metropolitan
PHILIP announced that the Synod had elected
three archimandrites of the Archdiocese for elevation to the episcopacy.
They are the Rt. Rev. Archimandrite John Abdalah, who will serve as the Auxiliary Bishop of
the Diocese of Worcester and New England; the
Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Anthony Michaels, who
will serve as the Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese
of Toledo and the Midwest; and the Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Nicholas Ozone, who will serve as the
Auxiliary Bishop of Brooklyn and assist His Eminence at the Archdiocese headquarters in Englewood, New Jersey.

Donations to The WORD
May, June and July 2011
Mr. George J. David
In memory of Lena David
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Schoenlein
Ms. Rosette Bichara
Bishop Athanasius
Littie Hamrick and Family
In memory of James Richardson
Ms. Lynda Grasser
Anonymous
Jeanette Hayek Aljamal

$200
$30
$30
$500
$100
$100
$50
$15

Hymns to the Theotokos

What makes Orthodox
Music Orthodox?
Conducting

Beginner’s Theory and
Sight-Reading Courses

Choral Rehearsal Techniques

Byzantine Chanting

Vocal Techniques
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Resolutions of the
50th Antiochian Archdiocese Convention
Resolution of Appreciation for the Host Parish
WHEREAS St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
of Cicero, Illinois, has graciously hosted the 50th Antioch
ian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan Convention; and
WHEREAS, the Pastor, Economos Nicholas Dahdal,
the Assistant Pastor, Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, the Convention
Chairperson Raed Sweiss, the entire Convention Committee, the Parish Council and all the faithful have not
spared any effort to assure the success of this Convention and to provide for the utmost enjoyment and spirituality of the delegates and guests;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this
50th Archdiocesan Convention, duly assembled at Chicago, Illinois, from July 25-31, 2011, extends to them by
acclamation its heartfelt thanks and appreciation for an
outstanding and extraordinary convention.
Resolution Welcoming M
 etropolitan
SILOUAN (Muci)
WHEREAS, the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of
this God-protected, Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese
of North America have met as the General Assembly at
the 50th Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan
Convention and are honored to have with us our blessed
Antiochian Metropolitan SILOUAN (Muci) of Argentina;
and
WHEREAS, the General Assembly wishes to express
its love and affection for its sister and brother Antiochian
Orthodox Christians in Argentina and its willingness to
work together with them to the glory of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the General
Assembly of this 50th Archdiocese Convention, welcomes with warm Orthodox Christian love the beloved
Metropolitan SILOUAN (Muci) of Argentina.
May God grant you many years!
Resolution Welcoming M
 etropolitan PAUL (Saliba)
WHEREAS, the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of
this God-protected, Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese
of North America have met as the General Assembly at
the 50th Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan
Convention and are honored to have with us our blessed
Antiochian Metropolitan PAUL (Saliba) of Australia and
New Zealand, who served faithfully as a priest in this
Archdiocese; and
WHEREAS, the General Assembly wished to express
again its love and affection for its sister and brother Antiochian Orthodox Christians in Australia, New Zealand
and the Philippines, and its willingness to work together
with them to the glory of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the General
Assembly of this 50th Archiocesan Convention, welcomes with warm Orthodox Christian love the beloved
Metropolitan PAUL (Saliba) of Australia, New Zealand
and the Philippines.
May God grant you many years!
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Resolution of Welcoming Myriam Shwayri and
Commending the AL-KAFAAT Rehabilitation and
Skill Center
WHEREAS the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of this
God-protected Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of
North America have met as the General Assembly at
the 50th Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan
Convention and are honored to have with us Myriam
Shwayri, Director of Public Relations for the Al-Kafaat
Rehabilitation & Skill Center; and
WHEREAS, the Al-Kafaat Rehabilitation & Skill Center is unique in the work it has performed and continues
to perform to assist and aid disabled children without
discrimination and has assisted and continues to assist
and serve thousands of children with disabilities, regardless of religious or political affiliation, to the glory of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Who has said “Inasmuch
as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you
did it to Me” (Matt 25:40);
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the General Assembly of this 50th Archdiocesan Convention,
welcomes with warm Orthodox Christian love Myriam
Shwayri and commends the Al-Kafaat Rehabilitation &
Skill Center for the work it has and continues to do for
the glory of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
May Almighty God grant you many years!
Resolution to Recognize and Celebrate the 45th
Anniversary of Ordination to the Holy Episcopacy of
Our Father in Christ, Metropolitan PHILIP
WHEREAS, on August 14, 1966, Metropolitan PHILIP was consecrated to the holy episcopacy by the late
Patriarch Theodosios VI (Abourjaily) of thrice-blessed
memory; and
WHEREAS, since his election to the See of New York
by the Holy Synod of the Antiochian Patriarchate and his
enthronement as the Archbishop of New York and the
Metropolitan of All North America in 1966, Metropolitan
PHILIP has been and continues to be the chief shepherd
of this God-protected Archdiocese; and
WHEREAS, Metropolitan PHILIP has always been
and continues to be a man who possesses the highest degree of integrity, faithfulness, compassion, and diligence
with exceptional leadership qualities; and
WHEREAS, Metropolitan PHILIP has always and
continues to lead this entire God-protected Archdiocese
with total commitment and unrelenting dedication, exercising great care over every aspect of its administration;
and
WHEREAS, through his leadership and guidance this
Archdiocese has achieved great milestones and will continue to meet the high goals it sets, remembering that the
results of his fruit and good works is evidenced by the
gathering of this General Assembly, as well as the love
and faith of all its members; and
WHEREAS, this Archdiocese continues to be led by
the paternal loving hand of our beloved father in Christ,
Metropolitan PHILIP, all for the glory of Almighty God;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this 50th

Archdiocesan Convention, duly assembled in Chicago, Illinois, from July 25-31, 2011, extends to His Eminence,
Metropolitan PHILIP, by acclamation, its total love, devotion and unequivocal obedience to him as the Chief
Shepherd of this Archdiocese; that we pray Almighty
God grant him many more healthy and productive years
to come as he continues to lead this God-protected Archdiocese for the Glory of God!; and that we recognize and
appreciate his unselfish 45 years of deep commitment
and loyalty to the Holy Episcopacy.
May God grant him many years!
Resolution to Oppose the Recent New York State
Legislation Legalizing Same-Sex Marriage
WHEREAS, on June 24, 2011 the State of New York
Legislature, following controversial debates, passed a
new law legalizing same-sex marriage, making New York
the largest state where gay and lesbian couples will be
able to wed; and
WHEREAS, the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, under the direct leadership of
his Eminence, Metropolitan Archbishop PHILIP (Saliba),
and the Local Synod of the Archdiocese, continues to
shepherd its faithful members throughout all of North
America, and in so doing, is deeply concerned about the
recent developments regarding “same-sex marriage”; and
WHEREAS, the Holy Orthodox Church, recognizing
marriage to be a fundamental institution and teaching
that marriage and sexuality, which are firmly grounded
in Holy Scripture, two thousand years of church tradition, and canon law, hereby holds that marriage consists
in the conjugal union of a man and a women, and that
authentic marriage is blessed by Almighty God as a sacrament of the Church; and
WHEREAS, the Holy Scripture attests that God created man and woman in His own image and likeness
(Genesis 1:27-31), that those called to do so might enjoy a conjugal union that ideally leads to procreation
(– while not every marriage is blessed with the birth of
children, every such union exists to create of a man and
a women a new reality of “one flesh,” which reality can
only be achieved in a relationship between individuals
of opposite gender [“God made them male and female
. . . So they are no longer two but one flesh” – Mark
10:6-8]); and
WHEREAS, the Holy Orthodox Church also teaches
that the union between a man and a women in the Sacrament of Marriage reflects the union between Christ and
His Church (Ephesians 5:21-33 – as such, marriage is
necessarily monogamous and heterosexual; within this
union, sexual relations between a husband and wife are to
be cherished and protected as a sacred expression of their
love that has been blessed by God; such was God’s plan
for His human creatures from the very beginning); and
WHEREAS, the Holy Orthodox Church is cognizant
that God’s divine purpose is increasingly questioned,
challenged or denied by society as secularism, relativism, social and political pressures work to normalize and
legalize “same-sex” unions;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, this 50th
Archdiocesan Convention, duly assembled at Chicago,
Illinois, from July 25-31, 2011, through the clergy and
laity of the Antiochian Christian Orthodox Archdiocese
of North America, THAT the Orthodox Church cannot
and will not bless “same-sex” unions of any degree. It
is further resolved that marriage between a man and a

women is a sacred institution ordained by God; homosexual unions are not. Like adultery and fornication, homosexual acts are condemned by Scripture (Rom 1:2427; 1 Cor. 6:10; 1 Tim. 1:10). However, this being said,
we must stress that a person with a homosexual orientation is to be cared for with the same mercy and love that
is bestowed by our Lord Jesus Christ upon all sinners. All
persons are called by God to strive toward holiness.
Resolution Demanding Even-Handed and Fair
Treatment of U.S. Policy in the Middle East
WHEREAS, the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of this
God-protected Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America have met as the General Assembly
at the 50th Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
Convention; and
WHEREAS, there exists today in the Middle East serious social upheaval that has greatly affected the economies, creating high unemployment rates and resulting in
untenable human conditions; and
WHEREAS, there is great concern over the present
conditions existing in certain of the Middle East states,
specifically those of Palestine, Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon,
regarding the living conditions and general welfare of its
citizens; and
WHEREAS, many people in the Middle East have
been victimized and suffer greatly from such conditions,
including poverty, scarcity of food and clean water, inadequate medical care and other such conditions, all in
violation of fundamental and basic human rights and dignities; and
WHEREAS, the State of Israel has and continues to
implement a specific policy toward Judaizing Jerusalem
and usurping Arab lands and permitting the illegal establishment of settlements, which have been at the center
of much conflict in the Middle East and such policies are
supported by the United States and Canada; and
WHEREAS, the Holy City of Jerusalem is an integral
part of the three major monotheistic religions of Christianity, Judaism and Islam;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this
50th Archdiocesan Convention, duly assembled in Chicago, Illinois, from July 25-31, 2011, hereby calls upon
the United States of America and Canada to implement a
just, even-handed and fair policy in all issues relating to
the Middle East and specifically, the states of Palestine,
Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. We further call upon the United
States of America and Canada to be a genuine broker of
a lasting peace in the Middle East, taking into consideration the needs of all the people and exercising relief
efforts to end the unbearable social conditions which
have plagued the people of this region for too long.
We further call upon the United States of America and
Canada to cease from any further unjust interference in
the internal affairs of all Middle East countries and to
implement a fair policy regarding Israel’s treatment of
its Arab citizens and the people of the West Bank and
Gaza and to cease Judaizing the Holy City of Jerusalem
and the West Bank, all for the sake of a lasting peace. We
also call upon Israel to withdraw from all occupied Arab
lands and to cease its establishment of illegal settlements
in the West Bank in order to foster a genuine peace in
the region, so that all people be accorded their inalienable human right to life, liberty and justice, values which
we here in America and Canada cherish and hold to the
highest degree of expectation.
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SOYO North American Council
16th (NAC) Bible Bowl, Chicago, Illinois, July 27, 2011, Sponsored by The Fellowship of St. John the Divine

Left to right-Esther Simbol, Bible Bowl Chairperson, Archdeacon Emil Sayegh, Metropolitan Philip,
Michael Khoury, Sophia Sayegh, James Sayegh, NAC Bible Bowl winners, Jo Ellen & Fawaz El
Khoury, scholarship sponsors.

Let’s start preparing for next year’s
Bible Bowl! The topic will be St.Paul’s
Letter to the Romans (as found in the
Orthodox Study Bible).
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What an exciting NAC Bible Bowl we had this
year at the Antiochian Archdiocese Convention in
Chicago, Illinois! This annual event is sponsored
by the Fellowship of St. John the Divine, and was
under the leadership of the Bible Bowl Coordinator Esther Simbol of St. George Church, Terre
Haute, Indiana. The topic this year was the Gospel
of Matthew. Teams from all seven dioceses came,
and the winner of this year’s NAC Bible Bowl
was the team from the dioceses of New York
and Washington, D.C., and Charleston, Oakland and the Mid-Atlantic. The team consisted of
Michael Khoury, Sophia Sayegh and James Sayegh
from The Church of The Virgin Mary, Yonkers, New
York. They answered a total of 100 questions out
of a possible of 105.
We congratulate all of the teams that participated: theirs was a job well done. Special thanks
go to Elaine Hider, an Archdiocese Board Member
from Johnstown, Pennsylvania, who for the past
14 years has generously donated $3,000 annually
as the prize for the winning Bible Bowl team. This
year Fawaz and Jo Ellen El-Khoury, an Archdiocese
Board member from Westborough, Massachusetts,
have agreed to carry on Mrs. Hider’s practice,
making a $3,000 donation for the first-place winners of the NAC Bible Bowl this year. We were
honored to have Mr. and Mrs. El Khoury present
the winning team with their cash award. Everyone
who participated received an icon of St. Matthew,
and the name of the dioceses of the winning team
will be inscribed on the plaque located at the Antiochian Village.
Special thanks are due Christopher Holwey, Sacred Music Chairperson for the Archdiocese, and
Kathy Abraham, past NAC President, for serving
as our Masters of Ceremony for the evening. Our
judges were the V. Rev. Fr. Paul Doyle, Protosyngellos, V. Rev Joseph and Kathy Purpura, and the
V. Rev. Fr. Michael Nasser of Bowling Green, Kentucky. The dioceses’ presidents, officers, and past
officers served as monitors and score-keepers for
the evening.

TOPIC: The Gospel of Matthew
Diocesan Winners
Diocese of Ottawa, Eastern Canada and Upstate
New York
St. Elias Cathedral, Ottawa, Canada
Remi Fahel
Maria Fakhoury
Amanda Salibi
Dioceses of New York and Washington, D.C.,
and Charleston, Oakland and the Mid-Atlantic
Virgin Mary, Yonkers, New York
Sophia Sayegh
James Sayegh
Michael Khoury
Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest
St. George, Cicero, Illinois
Danielle Habash
Andrew Sweiss
Joseph Alfakhori
Alt: Jeanette Habash

Diocese of Miami and Southeast
St. Stephen, Hiram, Georgia
Julie Lewis
Meagan Moore
Anna Ruth Philips
Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America
St. Elijah, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Zach Crouch
Samuel Wilson
Sarah Baskerville
Alt: Sophia Massad
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
St. George, Upland, California
Amar Alhoch
Bashar Alhoch
Yasmine Alhoch
Diocese of Worcester and New England
St. Mary, Cambridge, Massachusetts
Theo Smith
Anthony Marge
Thomas Marge  
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The Albania Journals
Part 1
The following journal entries were made during a
two-week mission trip to Albania. The trip, part of
a summer class offered at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, involved eleven students and seminarians from St. Vladimir’s, St. Tikhon’s and Holy Cross seminaries and from Hellenic
College, and these were joined in the field by two
students from St. Tikhon’s University in Moscow.
The class studied the missiology of Archbishop
Anastasios of Albania as an example of effective
missions work. The class was taught, and the trip
led, by the Rev. Luke Veronis, who from 1994 to
2004 lived as an OCMC missionary in Albania, and
was subsidized by the Orthodox Institute on Missiology. I kept these journals so that the memories,
and the divine blessings woven into them, would
not be forgotten, but instead, shared.

Day 1, Tuesday 5/31
Less than a day into our mission trip, and this
experience is beyond words. And even though I’m
about to expend many words in describing it, it remains beyond words.
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After spending about 10 hours in flight, plus a
day’s layover in Munich, we arrived in Tirana last
night around 11:30, local time. OCMC missionary
Nathan Hoppe met us at the airport and drove us
to Mt. Tabor Center, the Church-owned hotel where
we would stay.
Albania may not really be the third world, but
it remains the poorest nation in Europe. Driving
through the city, you notice almost every building
is either in the process of being built or crumbling,
if not both. It’s a hodgepodge; there is no design of
the city, so that the residential, commercial and industrial elements are all mixed. It’s a mountainous
region, and looking out from the hotel one can see
many ridges and valleys scattered with buildings,
clotheslines, palm trees, dirt roads, the occasional
cow or chicken, and piles of trash. Early June in
Albania is warm, but not oppressively hot, and in
the cool breeze of last night I slept with my balcony
doors wide open, with the sound of crickets and
frogs and stray dogs as a lullaby.
In the morning we gathered for prayer and
breakfast, and soon after, we boarded the van and
made a visit to the new Archdiocesan Cathedral
and headquarters, currently under construction.

Our guide was Atë (Albanian for “Father”; pronounced “Aht”) Asti, who explained how engaged
the Archbishop has been in the architectural design. It’s a stunning work, making a bold statement
about the Orthodox Church against the crowded
Tirana skyline.
Not only is it a beautiful structure, and impressive in light of the government’s suspicion towards
Church activity, but it shows how very far the
Church has come since the early 90s. When Archbishop ANASTASIOS arrived in 1992, shortly after
the fall of communism, and with it the overt oppression and destruction of the Orthodox Church
in Albania, there were no bishops, less than two
dozen elderly priests, and no churches in operation. Everything else had been wiped away by the
communist government. Now they are building
this majestic structure, in addition to the many
new churches, the schools, the seminary, the kids’
camps, and on and on. This is what we are here to
study, and, being here, I fully understand why.

Day 2, Wednesday 6/1 (Leave-Taking of Pascha)
Today was phenomenal. It began with Liturgy

at the current cathedral, Annunciation Cathedral.
Archbishop ANASTASIOS himself celebrated, along
with Bishop ANDONI (auxiliary of Tirana) and no
less than fifteen priests, including myself and the
other three priests in our group. His Beatitude is in
his early 80’s and wears coke-bottle classes. He is
austere while serving, taking the duty very seriously, but away from the altar he is as tender and kind
as can be. Without hyperbole, he is a living saint,
and I have great faith that he will be recognized as
a saint someday.
Serving this Liturgy with the Archbishop was
easily one of the most incredible liturgical experiences that I have ever had. I was close to tears
the entire time, particularly during the Trisagion
when he faced the people and said (in Albanian,
of course), “O Lord, Lord, look down from heaven,
and visit this vineyard which You have planted with
Your right hand, and establish it.” I thought of the
handful of priests left in all of Albania when His
Beatitude first came, and now the fifteen of us at
one altar. Truly, we are seeing the Lord establishing
this vineyard!
After Liturgy, we met with another jewel of the
Albanian church, Papa Jani. Raised Orthodox, Papa
Jani lived through the many decades of Enver Hoxha’s terrible communist reign. He was a teenager
when, in 1967, Albania was declared the world’s
first atheist state, and the serious religious persecution began. He lived through the entire twentyplus years in which nearly every church was either
razed or re-purposed, every icon and sacred item
destroyed, and people were imprisoned for openly
displaying their faith. Papa Jani worked in a metal
foundry, and would secretly make small metal crosses, leaving them at the sites of ruined churches so
that they could be found by other Orthodox. It was
dangerous work, but the Lord protected him.
Papa Jani had many stories to tell about the
days of communist oppression. He told one that,
after all the emotions of the Hierarchical Liturgy,
finally brought me to tears. It happened to an elderly woman he knew. The police were informed
that this woman had kept icons, and one day came
to her house to take them. As they were carrying
these icons away, she called out to them, “You forgot something!” They started back to the house,
thinking there were more icons. But, she made the
sign of the cross in front of them and said, “You
forgot this, but you can never take it.” I’m tearing
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up again, re-telling it. I don’t want to sound like a
glib American, but I believe this persecution was a
blessing from God. The Lord has blessed the Albanian Christians with a situation that would lead to
tremendous strength in their faith, as well as love,
hope and unity.

Day 3, Thursday 6/2 (Feast of the Ascension)
We had an early morning, up and traveling an
hour northeast, to Resurrection of Christ Theological Academy, to attend Liturgy for the feast at
6:45. This seminary was re-founded in 1994 and
currently includes 16 men and 16 women. We had
the joy of spending some time with the students,
after which Fr. Luke gave us a tour of the grounds.
This is a particular ecclesial epicenter, in which are
found the Theological Academy, Holy Cross High
School, Shen (“Saint”) Vlash Monastery, the Children’s Home of Hope orphanage, and more.
The evening held for us what was to be the highlight of our trip: a private audience with His Beatitude. We arrived at the Archbishop’s house around
six and were escorted up three flights of stairs, past
iron gates (relics of an only slightly less dangerous time), and into His Beatitude’s personal office,
where he welcomed us with smiles and kisses. We
sat in chairs around the perimeter of the room, and
Fr. Luke began by explaining that we were tired but
excited to hear from him. His Beatitude replied that
it was not time for a lecture, and he wanted to hear
from us! Thus, we went around the room, speaking
about ourselves in turn, and one could see His Beatitude took a deep, genuine interest in each of us.
When we finished he allowed us to ask him
questions, an opportunity we eagerly took. One
person asked how we who are studying theology,
and not as able to find practice of the faith through
our studies, can hope to attain a true experience of
Christ. He replied that the experience is not something that we can force, or wait for impatiently,
but simply receive through prayer and obedience.
Don’t be consumed, he said, with trying to achieve
a certain level of spiritual clarity. He summed it up
with this powerful statement: Free yourself from
success.
I asked His Beatitude what advice he would
have for those of us who are preparing for parish
ministry. He told me always to maintain a sense of
openness in my parish, and to remember that it
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is not isolated but one cell in the whole organism
of the Church. He also quoted one of his favorite
verses, John 12:24: “Unless a grain of wheat falls
into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it
dies, it produces much grain.” We must die for our
ministry.
In His Beatitude’s office is a double-paned window where several of the panes are broken. This
was from an assassination attempt in 1997, during a period of civil unrest, when the Archbishop
was shot at, but thankfully not harmed. None of the
bullets made it through the second pane, and one
bullet even got stuck. His Beatitude decided not to
replace the panes, so that they could be a reminder
of the tribulations that has accompanied his work.

Day 4, Friday 6/3
This afternoon we found ourselves traveling
along saw-tooth mountain roads towards the town
of Elbasan. We were headed to the 14th-century
monastery of St. John Vladimir, on the weekend of
his feast, to enjoy the town’s festivities and attend
an all-night hierarchical vigil (celebrated by the serene Bishop NIKOLAI) at the restored church of
St. John Vladimir. The monastery hasn’t functioned
as such for quite some time, and the church itself
was partially destroyed during the communist era.
By God’s grace, the walls remained, including stunning original frescoes inside the sanctuary. The relics of St. John Vladimir were kept here until about
15 years ago, when they were moved to the cathedral in Tirana, and only brought back on the feast
of the saint. Thus, among today’s activities was the
ceremony of re-transferring the relics, giving the
faithful an opportunity to venerate the reliquary
and offer prayers.
Once again, this was an utterly moving and
humbling experience, to be serving at a vigil in
this ancient church, right along with the very relics of the saint whom we were celebrating! In fact,
another unique experience was added to this mission trip: I was blessed to be among the clergy to
open the reliquary box, view the holy bones and
venerate the skull of St. John Vladimir (sealed in a
silver, skull-shaped case). The vigil itself was beautiful, the raucous attendees packed into every available space with their candles heating up the church
well beyond comfort. To deepen the experience that
much more was the thought of how many different

Orthodox cultures were represented: Albanians, of
course; Greeks; Montenegrins, by some clergy who
had traveled to pay respects to the Serbian saint;
and the North Americans, Russians and Arabs of
our mission team (to say nothing of the Muslim and
non-religious locals who came out to celebrate with
us). As Archbishop ANASTASIOS says, we are all
one Church.

Day 5, Saturday 6/4
From the vigil to the two-hour trip back to Mt.
Tabor Center, I didn’t get to sleep until the sky
was beginning to lighten. Naturally, we had a slow
morning and a late breakfast, then hopped in the
van to return to the coastal city of Durrës, and the
Children’s Home of Hope. We ended up spending
over five hours with the two dozen orphans, beginning at the beach with games in the water and
soccer on the sand. After lunch at the orphanage,
the children took us to their outdoor gym where
frisbee, soccer, volleyball and water balloons tested
my endurance.
These are beautiful children. They embraced us
– literally – and accepted us as friends the moment
we stepped into their home. I regret not having
the opportunity to get to know each of them more
deeply, as they were each such special souls with
so much to offer.
At the same time, I was prompted to consider
why visiting this orphanage seemed like such an
exciting opportunity when I’ve never sought out
that kind of opportunity before. Sad to say, I think
being halfway around the world gives it the appeal
of novelty. These are new kids; further, these are
new kinds of kids, in that they come from a new
culture and speak an unfamiliar language. They
are alien. By contrast, I don’t seek out the opportunities to engage specially with the children even
in my own parish, partly because I think I already
know them. This is unfair. I realized that if I am loving selectively, then I am not loving at all. Furthermore, while I am here, I am predisposed to have
on the “missionary” hat, and to go the extra mile in
regards to my practice of faith. Again, this is very
wrong. I’m realizing that this is how the spirit of
missions must not be segregated from the rest of
the Christian faith, not relegated to specific people
to do the work on behalf of everyone else. There is
always an extra mile that we can go, and whether
we do or not only depends upon our willingness.

Day 6, Sunday 6/5
I awoke for Liturgy at 6:30, sunburnt, aching,
exhausted from lack of sleep, and unable to get
Mediterranean seawater out of my left ear. I contemplated staying back at the hotel, but then resigned to push through. Glory to God for giving
me the resolve, because the Liturgy this morning,
again at the Annunciation Cathedral in Tirana, was
no less Divine than the others. What joy to serve
one last time at the same altar with His Beatitude
and all my brother clergy! At the Little Entrance,
when the Deacon lifted the Gospel and called for
wisdom and attention, a little bird flew in and landed right on the ledge just above the Royal Doors,
in front of an icon of The Last Supper. It perched
there, facing His Beatitude while he sang (in Albanian) “Come, let us worship and fall down before
Christ.” The moment His Beatitude finished, the
bird flew off. As my mission teammate, Fr. Ephraim
Peters, and I recalled this moment later, he said to
me, “Here in Albania, little miracles are all around
us.”
I felt a particular warmth and sense of home
at the Church, and realized later why. All this past
week we have had meeting after meeting. We met
hierarchs, clergy, missionaries, youth workers,
teachers, university students, and volunteers of
sundry ministries. We met them all over Tirana,
but it was in the Cathedral, on Sunday, that they
were all in one place. They come from different
backgrounds and do various work for the Church,
but they remain one community, centered around
the Liturgy, around the Eucharist. I am sure that
this explains the continued success of the Church
here: that they never forget their foundation, and
never place their hope in anything else. The Liturgy is not merely one of many things you do, but
that which breathes life into every other aspect of
the Church.
The afternoon featured a visit from the Tirana
diocese youth, at which we led some small groups.
After dinner I had a Skype date with Jocelyn, my
beautiful bride of seven years to the day. She proved
how big of a heart she has when she allowed me to
go to Albania during our wedding anniversary. But
it was that big heart that first ensnared mine!

To be continued.................
Fr. Stephen Mathewes,
Holy Cross Orthodox School of Theology
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Prophecies of
Christ’s Life, Death
and Resurrection in
the Old T
 estament
Christ’s resurrection, “according to the scriptures,” is central to Christianity, St. Paul tells us (1
Corinthians 15:3-4). Jews in Paul’s time, however,
expected a Messiah who would conquer the Romans, instead of being killed by them, and Paul
wrote that a crucified Christ was a “stumbling
block” for them (1 Corinthians 1:23). Indeed, the
Old Testament does not simply say that the Davidic Messiah would rise from the dead. Predictions of the events of Christ’s life, death and resurrection, and an indication of their theological
significance, however, are found in Old Testament prophecy, which is often visionary, dreamlike and poetic. Only after the resurrected Christ
opened the minds of the disciples on the way
to Emmaus did they understand the prophecies
of His resurrection. For the early Christians, the
Old Testament prophecies were not just better
explanations of Christ’s role – they were strong
grounds for faith in the Risen One.

David, the Messiah, and the Psalms
The scriptures introduce the notion of “Messiah” in a promise to King David that God would
establish the throne of David’s descendant forever (1 Chronicles17:11-14). The term “Messiah”
means “anointed one,” as in “the Lord … shows
mercy to His anointed, To David and his descendants forevermore” (Psalm 18:46, 50). The scriptures repeatedly use “David” as a poetic reference
to the Messiah (Jeremiah 30; Hosea 3:5; Ezekiel
34:23-24, 37:24-25; Isaiah 55:3-4). They say also
that God’s word was on David’s tongue, which
gives the Psalms a prophetic quality (2 Samuel
23:2). Thus when David sings in Psalm 16 that
God would not abandon his soul to Hades and his
flesh would not decay (or “see the pit”), the image
of David’s preservation also applies to the Messiah as the poetic “David” of prophecy.
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Similarly, when Psalm 22 describes David being killed and yet saved from death, the poetic image of resurrection applies to the Messiah. Psalm
21, which leads into Psalm 22, says that the king
asked God for life, that God gave him “length of
days forever,” and that he rejoiced in God’s salvation. Then in Psalm 22, King David describes
himself being killed in a scene remarkably similar
to Jesus’ crucifixion: David asks why God forsook
him, and cries day and night for God’s salvation;
people mock him; evildoers surround him, bite
or dig into his hands and feet, and cast lots for
his robe; he spills like water, his heart melts, and
he is laid in the dust of death. Next, David describes God saving him from the evildoers and
their weapons, and praising God’s name to his
brothers and the congregation.

The “Servant” and “Israel” in Isaiah
The prophet Isaiah calls the Messiah a twig
from the root of David, that is, from David’s father Jesse (Isaiah 11:1). While Isaiah calls Israel
God’s Servant (44:1), Isaiah also calls the Messiah God’s Servant who will gather Israel (49:56). Then Isaiah, Chapters 52-53, presents a song
about God’s Servant who grew up like a twig from
a root, is killed, and has his days prolonged. Isaiah 52:14-15 also distinguishes Israel from the
Servant: “As many wondered about you (Israel)…
so shall he (my Servant) sprinkle many nations.”
In Isaiah 52:7-12, God tells Jerusalem’s people to

sing, and says that God would go before and after
them. This format matches that of Isaiah 52:1353:12, with God singing the introduction and
conclusion, and people singing the middle. The
singers also distinguish themselves (“we”) from
the Servant (“him”). Plus, Isaiah 53 says the Servant lacks deceit and violent lawlessness, while
Isaiah 48 calls Israel deceitful and Isaiah 59 says
everyone is deceitful and violent. The notion of
Israel being righteous and punished for others,
as the song portrays the Servant, would violate
God’s Law in Deuteronomy 28 that He would protect Israel if it were righteous and punish it if it
were not.
The song portrays the Servant as killed, comparing him to a lamb led to slaughter, who makes
a sacrificial guilt offering (Isaiah 53:7-10). It also
says that the Servant was brought from imprisonment and judgment, and “cut off from the land of
the living” (53:7-8), that is, killed (cf. Jer. 11:1921). The song also depicts the Servant’s resurrection, since it says that when the Servant made the
sacrifice, God would prolong his days, he would
see offspring, and God would reward him with the
mighty. Further, the Septuagint and the Dead Sea
Scrolls specify that as a result “of the travail of his
soul” he would see or be shown “light.” Elsewhere
in the scriptures “light” indicates life (e.g., Isaiah
9:1; Psalm 49:20-21, 56:14; Job 33:28,30).

Daniel and the “Weeks of Years”
An angel prophesied to Daniel, after the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem, that 70 weeks (of
years) were decreed “to expiate iniquity, and
to bring eternal righteousness, and to seal up
vision and prophet” (Daniel 9:24). The prophecy appears Messianic not only because of the
blessings of such an era, but because it mentions
an “anointed one” near the end of the 70 weeks
of years. The angel said that from the time of a
“word” (or command) to “restore and rebuild” Jerusalem, 69 weeks (483 years) later an anointed
one would be “cut off” and would “be no more” or
“have nothingness” (Daniel 9:25-26). The angel
added that after the 69 weeks, Jerusalem and its
Temple would be destroyed, which occurred in 70
AD. We find that only around the year 458 BC
was there a clear command to restore Jerusalem’s
administration (Ezra 7:21-28), and about the year

445 BC was the only clear command to “build”
the city anew (Nehemiah 2:5-18). Calculations of
the 69 “weeks” from those dates point to around
26 AD and about 39 AD in normal “solar” years,
and about 19 AD and about 32 AD in 360-day “lunar” years. In other words, the dates of the prophecy point to the time of Jesus, who was crucified
about 30-33 AD.

Zechariah and Ezekiel on the “Good
Shepherd”
In Zechariah, Chapters 11 and 13, Zechariah expands on a prophecy in Ezekiel 34 about
God appointing a Messianic “Shepherd” over the
“flock” of Israelites after Israel had been ruled
by bad shepherds. The three chapters give three
matching, parallel stories about the Shepherd and
the flock. When the stories’ matching elements
are combined in the order in which they are presented, it shows that Israel is a flock of sheep with
bad shepherds; the sheep thrust away the weak
sheep, and anyone who prophesies is rejected
and thrust through; God appoints a good shepherd – “David” – over the flock; the good shepherd is rejected (Zechariah 11:6-14) and God’s
sword smites him(Zech 13:7); the sheep are scattered, a foolish shepherd rules the flock and eats
the fat sheep, and God puts the sheep through the
fire; and the sheep call on God and God accepts
them. It appears likely that God’s sword killed the
Good Shepherd because he was rejected at a time
when anyone who prophesied would be pierced.
Further, Zechariah 12 predicts a time when God
would pour a spirit of grace on Jerusalem and
protect it, David’s House would be a godlike being, and Jerusalem’s people would look to God
because of the pierced one(s) and Israel’s ruling
houses would mourn for them as for an only son.
These Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah being killed combine with prophecies of the
general resurrection (Ezekiel 37; Isaiah 26; Hosea 5-6) and with promises that the Anointed One
would “prolong his days” and be shown “light,”
finding their fulfillment in the life, death and resurrection of the Messiah Jesus of Nazareth, whom
we know to be even more: the God of Israel and
the Creator of the world.
Hal Smith
Alumnus, University of Pittsburgh Law School
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An Orthodox University:

Higher Education for Orthodox
Christians
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If we were to survey the Orthodox Christian
private grammar schools currently operating
in our country, we would discover that they
exist for one of two reasons. The first, and
probably the more common, is that parents
want a place for their children that is safe from
the evil influences found in the secular schools
and that will also give to them an adequate
academic education. Such schools do not
exist particularly as Orthodox schools for the
sake of Orthodoxy, but rather as safe havens,
sheltering students reassuringly under the
preferred religious branding.

By contrast, the other kind of Orthodox
Christian school that exists in our country is
dedicated to immersion in the Kingdom of God.
Their purpose is not to provide a shelter from
the world that happens to give a decent education, but rather it is to use education sacramentally to unite students mystically with Jesus
Christ. Indeed, far from providing a shelter, we
may think of such places as a barracks or as a
training camp, raising up soldiers for Christ’s
mystical army. Such schools have one purpose:
the salvation of students and of the world. For
them, education can become a mystery of the
Church.
I believe the same sort of twofold distinction exists within the Orthodox homeschooling
world, as well. Some homeschooling parents are
trying to hide their kids from the world, while
others are arming them for the confrontation
with the powers of darkness, which they will
meet at some point, even if only because they
will eventually grow up and move out of their
parents’ house.
With this in mind, we come to the question
of Orthodox Christian higher education, that is,
Orthodox colleges and universities. As Orthodox
Christians, our basic philosophy when thinking
about any educational endeavor must be the theology of the Church. There is no point in seeking
to found academic institutions that merely carry
a particular label. Our purpose is not to create
or reform institutions that will simply rival or
exceed the world’s achievements, but under the
auspices of our brand, thereby making them appropriately “safe” for a niche market. We do not
build Orthodox schools so that we can train fine
doctors, businessmen, lawyers, scientists, writers, and teachers, and so forth. We build Orthodox schools so that Orthodox Christians can use
medicine, business, law, science, literature and
teaching for their own salvation and for the salvation of the world.
If salvation is our core and guiding desire,
then it is obvious that certain things should
exist in an authentically Orthodox Christian
educational environment. Clearly, the heart of
Orthodox life is worship, and so chapels and
churches should be at the center of any school
that aspires to being an Orthodox school. The
Eucharist and all the mysteries and prayers of

The Word 27

If salvation is our
core and guiding
desire, then it
is obvious that
certain things
should exist in
an authentically
Orthodox Christian
educational
environment.
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the Church should be offered up in such a place.
Worship is not some ancillary component or a
“chaplaincy” in an Orthodox school. It is the center and purpose of the place. And if that is true,
then our educational vision should be in keeping
with the one elucidated so many centuries ago by
St. Basil the Great, who imagined whole villages
and towns of Orthodox Christians with schools,
hospitals and, of course, churches. Such a vision
can have many kinds of expression.
One of those expressions is monasticism, a
life not only of prayer but of every kind of work
necessary for sustaining life. Likewise, Orthodox
Christian education can be an expression of this
same vision. If we are to pursue such a vision,
then we have to ask what the practical road to
realizing it might look like. One option is to seek
to transform existing institutions from within,
saturating them with serious Orthodox Christians, developing within the existing community an authentic Orthodox spiritual life that will
shine radiantly through the university like Mount
Tabor at the Transfiguration of Christ.
Universities that follow the British pattern,
where there are multiple colleges that are relatively independent of one another yet all part
of the same university, could facilitate this approach.
There may well be other colleges and universities that would be willing to host such an
Orthodox community, that would be willing to
give some sort of recognition to the Holy Trinity,
opening themselves to the Divine Liturgy and all
the mysteries of the Church. If such places are
found, then by all means, we should accept the
invitation to bring into them the mystical life of
the Church, sanctifying them and transfiguring
them from within, transforming them from secular institutions to holy communities.
I fear, though, that almost all of our institutions of higher learning are not only inhospitable
to believers in the Holy Trinity, but are so drowning in the error of secular fundamentalism that
we will find that we not only have no invitation to
bring Christ into them, but are continually limited and even rejected in what we can accomplish.
I know that many have hoped that Orthodox
Christian Fellowships (OCFs) would be able to
undertake this task of sanctification, and while
an OCF may be a lifeline, it is not the ship. Most

OCFs function as small pockets of Orthodox exiles, surrounded by a hostile faculty and a hostile
administration who are not at all interested in
their salvation. Please don’t misunderstand me
– I am in favor of OCFs, but I do not believe that
they can be the instruments of transformation of
our secular schools into places of holiness and
salvation.
That leaves us with the more viable and consistent option, the founding of explicitly Orthodox Christian schools of higher education. This
approach will take a lot more work. Because
we will need a faculty and staff who are pursuing their own salvation or at least are willing to
sign on to the vision and not oppose it, it will be
harder to find such people. But just as we seek
out men for the priesthood who are willing to
take their lives and offer them up to God “on behalf of all and for all,” we also must seek out
men and women who are willing to offer up their
academic learning and other educational talents
to God for His Eucharistic sanctification for the
salvation of the world.
Professors, administrators, counselors, custodians, cafeteria workers, and so forth, should
all manifest Christ’s Kingdom in the world, because an Orthodox university should be nothing
less than an extension of the Kingdom of God.
Yes, we might need to hire some non-Orthodox
people if qualified Orthodox Christians are not
available for particular roles, but everyone who
is on staff at an authentically Orthodox university has to understand that where they’re working is an outpost of the Kingdom of God. Likewise, non-Orthodox students could certainly be
admitted to an Orthodox school, but they, too,
should know that the school’s vision and goal is
evangelism, to bring the light of the Gospel into
the hearts of both the local community and the
world. Only if we are committed to building a
community that is centered on salvation will we
enjoy the seal of the Holy Spirit in blessing such
a pursuit.
Further, because our Orthodox vision will
probably cut us off from many forms of grant
money and other funding, we will have to find Orthodox Christian people whom God has blessed
with both the financial resources and the vision
for salvation to fund an Orthodox university.
These people are out there. All we have to do is

look around at the many glorious churches built
in this country to know that God has not kept
His Orthodox American people in poverty.
Getting wealthy Orthodox Christians to be
inspired by this vision will probably require an
incremental approach, to prove that there really
can be such a thing as an authentically Orthodox school of higher learning. Some programs of
study are inherently more expensive to maintain
than others. Thus, we probably will not begin
an Orthodox university by founding a medical
school (unless any of you are multi-billionaires
and ready to go from day one), but we may start
with exploring degree programs in education,
business, or some of the humanities, as the budget allows.
Whatever we do, however, it must not be for
its own sake, nor even for the lofty secular goal
of “education” in itself. Just as bread and wine
do not in themselves save us, but can become
the very presence of God, education does not
grant us salvation, but it can become a servant
of salvation. What transforms the mundane into
the mystical is the offering by mankind and the
sanctification by God in response.
At its foundation, Orthodoxy is about the salvation of mankind. We pursue salvation through
every means necessary. If we can be saved where
we are, then we stay put. But if we cannot be
saved where we are, then
we have to go somewhere
else. For example, we may
even soon find it a necessity to set up a parallel
medical community, because there are now legal
standards being pursued
that would require medical students to perform
abortions. We cannot violate our faith in order to
pursue our careers, no
matter what they are, nor
can we violate it in order
to be educated.
If that means we can be
true Orthodox Christians
who are being trained for
salvation in existing institutions, then it is blessed.

If it means we have to found our own communities of education so that we can train for salvation, then that is blessed. No matter what we do
or where we go, our purpose is the same, and
that is the salvation of our souls and the souls of
those around us. While we should try to become
educated people, God will not ask us when we
stand before His throne how many or what kinds
of degrees we earned or what our grade point
average was. He will look at us to see how much
we resemble His Son Jesus Christ. How we orient ourselves toward that awesome and fearful
Day of Judgment will determine our vision for
Orthodox Christian education, whether it is for
grammar school, homeschooling or higher education.
What we must not do is pursue this, frankly,
silly idea that we should found Orthodox educational institutions merely to shield our children
from evil. Make no mistake – sooner or later,
they will encounter evil, even if it is simply the
evil that resides in their own hearts. And when
they do, will their educational training have been
dedicated to keeping that evil hidden from them,
or will it have been dedicated to arming them to
fight the good fight, to finish the course, to keep
the faith (2 Timothy 4:7)?
Right Reverend THOMAS (Joseph), Ed.D.
Bishop of Charleston, Oakland, and the Mid-Atlantic
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Hospitality to College Students
If your parish is in a college town, you’ll likely see some new and vaguely familiar young faces at
Liturgy. Perhaps you’ve given some thought to interacting with these young adults with more than
a passing smile or a polite exchange while standing in line at coffee hour. Although students may
seem like strangers just passing through – four or five years of college and on to the next phase
– we must embrace our young adults within the body of Christ. Christ gives us the opportunity to
provide a unique type of hospitality to our young people who are maturing in the faith and who are
pursuing not merely an education or career, but a life’s vocation in service to God and others.
While there may be trained youth leaders and
other resources through the Orthodox Christian
Fellowship (OCF), “it takes a village to raise a
child.” At thirty or forty thousand dollars a year,
the university would be happy to assume this responsibility for us. Our young adults, however,
are ripe for meaningful relationships within their
faith community. They are eager for opportunities to learn and to serve and to work in a way
that creates meaning and purpose for their lives.
While people in their late teens to early thirties
are critically working through a more personal
faith, they still depend upon others for support,
recognition, and inspiring challenges (Sharon D. Parks, Big Questions Worthy Dreams:
Mentoring Young Adults in Their Search for
Meaning, Purpose, and Faith. San Francisco:
Jossey-Bass, 2000, 11). If their religious community doesn’t respectfully support them in their
faith development, recognize their abilities, and
inspire them to challenging work, they will seek
these things and find them elsewhere.
We must check that neither guilt nor fear motivates us in our relationships with young adults:
no one responds well to nagging or desperation.
In early adulthood, people often enter a wilderness filled with skepticism and doubt, often confronting their own guilt and fear. This is a sacred
wilderness where God breathes life into those
who have no other hope and leads them into a
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new-found, vibrant faith. We ask God for courage to enter into that wilderness alongside our
young people and offer hospitality to their mostpressing questions regarding life and death, good
and evil, hope and despair, hatred and love. Like
Moses and Christ, we seek inspiration from the
Holy Spirit who draws us into the wilderness and
leads the way to the land that promises life.
Whether hospitality is extended on a personal or parish level, here are some ideas to launch
you or your parish into a fulfilling ministry to
our youth. When we speak of hospitality in the
church, it’s easy to imagine food. Indeed, our table fellowship is the extension of the Eucharist.
The body and blood of Christ provides substance
and meaning to all of our relationships. What better way to connect with college students than to
offer something besides the predictable grub in
the cafeteria? Invite a student, or a small group
of them, to your house for a home-cooked meal.
Treat them to a favorite restaurant on campus.
Drop off cookies or a care package during finals
and briefly offer encouragement. Teach students
how to prepare the prosphora with you. If your
parish organizes a meal for students, it’s important to sit and eat with them. Students feel
awkward when their own people treat them as a
charity project. Breaking bread together is fundamental to our Christian fellowship.
Personal and direct contact is key to interact-

ing with college students. Few will respond to
a bulletin that states, “Students should call the
office to request transportation to church.” But
a relationship can begin when a parishioner personally greets a student and offers, “I understand
you don’t have a car and that buses are scarce
on Sunday. I pass near campus on my way to
church. Feel free to call me if you ever want a
ride. Here’s my number. Would you like a ride
next Sunday?” Young though they are, they are
adults. They aren’t looking for a substitute parent to ring them out of bed on Sunday morning.
Once you have given a personal invitation, trust
them to call you when needed and follow up with
your offer once every two or three months. It
may take a few gestures of sincere hospitality,
but students appreciate the invitation and the respect from adults.
Foster relationships by spending time together. Invite a student to your son’s piano recital
or your daughter’s soccer game. Perhaps a small
group would like to help in your garden or join
you on a road trip to a nearby monastery. Invite
them along to the nursing home to visit the older
people of your church community. Accompany
students to interesting public talks or campus
events. Meet for a coffee on campus and let the
conversation unfold. Students feel refreshingly
more human when they can interact with people
of different ages, styles of dress, and interests.
Even when relationships feel a bit forced, students appreciate the attention and effort extended by their elders whom they view with respect.
These are likely the first adult relationships that
students develop without the mediation of their
parents. Young people are attentive listeners, so
speak from the heart. Listening acutely, young
adults can detect posturing and prejudice, so
speak honestly of your own experiences and
questions in your “wilderness” and the hope you
find in Christ.
On a parish level, try collaborating with the
OCF to host a guest speaker on campus. This
would benefit not only Orthodox students, but
the larger student body, your parish, and the extended community. Support OCF activities by
sponsoring students on their international REAL
Break missions or College Conference that both
provide critical, faith-enriching experiences. A
parish shows commitment to its students by al-

lowing its priest to visit the campus regularly or
by funding a part-time OCF advisor who can provide continuity to campus ministry. A priest or
OCF advisor, however, can never be a substitute
for the involvement of parishioners in the lives
of our young adults.
The parish should identify ways in which it
could mentor students as future leaders. While
students’ schedules do not often allow a regular weekly commitment, many students would
enthusiastically serve on an occasional basis. A
student could occasionally help with a church
school class or assist in the collection and counting of the offering. Perhaps a student could direct a piece in the church choir or serve in the altar. Seek their help in planning a charitable event
or invite a student to sit in on a board meeting.
These tasks are most easy to identify and provide a good start in skill development.
More critical to faith development and church
leadership, however, is to address the questions
asked by all engaged Christians, “How does
Christ give purpose to my life? How can I avoid
compartmentalizing my church life and allow
Christ to provide cohesive meaning to all aspects
of life, both secular and religious?” Provide opportunities for discourse among all members of
the church by reflecting together on the words of
our scripture, prayers, and hymns. The Church
better frames our questions and provides lifegiving answers to all our common concerns.
“Receive Ye the Body of Christ” is our communion hymn. A hospitable parish will receive
college students as the body of Christ. A hospitable parish will view “just-visiting” college
students as future leaders of our church, whatever the parish, and will provide opportunities
for those young in the faith to learn, make their
own mistakes, and stretch their wings. Let us
embrace the call to serve our young adults and
nurture meaningful relationships with them. As
we do so, we trust the voice of the Lord will call
them from the wilderness into a vocation filled
with purpose and abundant life.
Hollie Benton
St. Paul’s Antiochian Orthodox Church, Brier, W
 ashington
Hollie and her husband, Dr. Richard Benton, both graduated
from St. Vladimir’s Seminary in 1999. Before moving to Seattle last
year, she and her husband served as co-advisors for the OCF at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and helped foster support from
local parishes, including St. Ignatius (AOC), Assumption (GOC),
and the Apostle Andrew Mission (Serbian).
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Winner of the Oratorical Contest
Madeleine Lengyel-Leahu

“For all of us who doubt the strength of our
faith; for all of us who are not called to be
eaten by lions, or thrown into a fiery furnace;
for all of us who are not called to die for our
faith; those holy apostles, those twelve men,
they knew the one thing we would need most,
our life-preserver in a sea of trouble, our sanctuary from those who tempt us, our teacher to
help guide our course: those amazing, gifted
men of the priestly ranks.”
I am so grateful that I was born into the Orthodox faith. There are so many people who
wander about in this world with no sense of purpose or belonging, but never an Orthodox Christian. Every Orthodox Christian knows exactly
why they are here. In God’s plan, He made all
of us, male and female, in His image. And the
purpose of our life is to see the image of God
in ourselves and in everyone around us. In my

32 The Word

most recent understanding, I am not merely an
Orthodox Christian because my parents thought
I should be baptized. I am not merely an Orthodox Christian because my family goes to church
on Sunday mornings and other holidays. I am
an Orthodox Christian because of the choices I
make every single day. I didn’t get here by accident and I didn’t get here simply because I was
born into a certain ethnicity. But I got here, at
this point in my life, because of the people in
my life. And while I will forever be grateful for
my grandparents, and parents, and aunts, and
uncles, and even my cousins, I am personably
humbled by the relationships I have had with the
men who have dared to wear that distinctive collar, who drop to their knees, and fight for me,
like a man after God’s own heart.
After reading different books on the lives of
the saints and martyrs, I have discovered that
“sainthood,” which we are called to achieve, is an
extremely high standard. I don’t know if I could
muster enough strength, if someone were holding a gun to my sister’s head and asked me to
deny my faith, if I could defend Orthodoxy until
the end. In fact, looking back on all of the times
I have personally drifted and fallen away from
the straight and narrow path, I have realized that
I am no different than that Roman soldier who
nailed Jesus to the cross or pierced His side. But
for all of us who doubt the strength of our faith;
for all of us who are not called to be eaten by
lions, or thrown into a fiery furnace; for all of us
who are not called to die for our faith; those holy
apostles, those twelve men, they knew the one
thing we would need most, our life-preserver in
a sea of trouble, our sanctuary from those who
tempt us, our teacher to help guide our course:
those amazing, gifted men of the priestly ranks.
There are many distinguished men in this
room that most of us would consider to be saintly and who live, according to us, a saintly life.
But these men would be the first ones to say
that they don’t. In their humility, they lead by example as they instruct us to discover the better

angels of our nature.
Very recently, I became aware of a situation
at school, where my friend was going to make
a very stupid decision. I was stuck in a dilemma, as the unspoken rule is never to “rat out” a
friend. And as my priest put his arm around my
shoulders, as I was staring into the eyes of Jesus
Christ on the icon before me, he whispered into
my ear, “Your friend is drowning in the deep end.
And you have a choice, either get wet or walk
away.” My priest saved a life that day because I
dove into the deep end.
Christ Himself was referred to as the High
Priest according to Melchizedek. But even his
closest female companion, Mary Magdalene,
referred to him as Rabboni, Teacher. From His
most perfect example, the men in the black
robes, whose hands we kiss, have assumed the
mantle of shepherd. Surely they embody Jesus’
instruction in the Gospel of Matthew, “But whoever does and teaches them [the commandments
of God] he shall be called great in the kingdom
of heaven.” And if I could be indulged a personal
note, I would say to each and every one of you,
thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. And you
should never be afraid of using either one when
I need it.
It is my priest’s role as teacher that has a
more physical and real influence on my life than
all the stories of all the saints. In other words,
the saints can be viewed as your favorite sports
heroes, heroes that you may or may not ever be
able to match in talent or ability. Your priest,
however, is like your coach. He is someone who
is teaching you the ways of the game, someone
to whom you can talk. He is a man with a wife
and children and sometimes even a secular job.
He is a living, breathing, normal, human being.
The only difference is that he has some incredible insight.
We adorn our precious churches with images
of gold and saintly people whom we hold in high
esteem, and who exude an inner light. Theirs are
lives that we revere. But the man that opens the
gate of the sanctuary and descends the steps,
who graciously walks amongst us, humbles me
when he crosses his arms and bows his head,
and asks me to forgive him, a sinner.
And what is my role in this relationship? Well,
no less a figure than St. John Chrysostom offers

some guidance. “I speak not to those who have
been members of the Church only a year, but to
those who from their earliest age have been attending the services. Do you think that to be religious is to be constant in Church-going? This is
nothing, unless we reap some fruit for ourselves;
if (from the gathering together in Church) we do
not gather something for ourselves, it were better to remain at home. For our forefathers built
the Churches for us not to just bring us together
from our private houses and show us one to another, but to bring together learners and teachers, and make the one better by means of the
other.” We are not called to merely show up and
listen; we are not an audience. It is our duty to
participate, and in doing so, we build our priest
up. We do not merely recite a Mass by rote, but
we must live the Liturgy.
God’s plan for me, in the circumstance of my
birth, in the irrefutable wisdom of our Holy Fathers, means that I must accept the fact that I
will never be ordained. However, if it is His will,
I may one day give birth to a man who is so rare
and so blessed, that he might be called to wear
the cloth.
Madeleine Lengyel-Leahu
Judges’ Choice Winner
Diocese of Los Angeles
St. Luke, Garden Grove, California
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Communities

in action
Antiochian Students
Graduate from St. Tikhon’s
Seminary
At the 69th annual commencement of St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological Seminary on
Saturday, May 28, 2011, six Antiochian Orthodox seminarians
graduated with their Masters of
Divinity degrees. The six students pictured at right are Deacon Matthew Snowden, Father
Methodios Ingalls, Subdeacon
Joseph Hazar, Nicholas Buck,
Deacon Daniel Meyer and Subdeacon Matthew Howell.
Of these six, Father Methodios Ingalls graduated with Distinction for his Thesis in Theology and Spirituality, Subdeacon
Matthew Howell with Distinction
for his Thesis in Theology and
Spirituality, and Deacon Daniel
Meyer with Distinction for his
Thesis in Scripture. The Reverend Archimandrite Zacharias
Zacharou of St. John the Baptist
Monastery, Essex, England, gave
the Commencement Address
on the topic of Prophecy in the
Priesthood, and he received an
honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree from St. Tikhon’s Orthodox
Theological Seminary. Two Antiochian Orthodox priests were
present as relatives of the Graduates: the Very Rev. Fr. John Troy
Mashburn of St. John in Memphis, the father-in-law of Deacon
Matthew Snowden, and the Rev.
Fr. Stephen Howell of St. Athanasius in Sacramento, the father
of Subdeacon Matthew Howell.
The new Dean of St. Tikhon’s,
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Very Rev. Troy Mashburn, Deacon Matthew Snowden, Very Rev. David Hester, Rev. Methodios Ingalls, Nicholas Buck, Subdeacon Matthew Howell, Very Rev. Alexander Atty, Deacon
Daniel Meyer, Rev. Stephen Howell, and Subdeacon Joseph Hazar.

the Antiochian Orthodox priest,
the Very Rev. Fr. Alexander Atty,
spoke during the ceremony, and
the Very Rev. Fr. David Hester,
pastor of St. Mary Wilkes-Barre,
and adjunct Associate Professor
of Patristics and Church History
at St. Tikhon’s, was among faculty present. Over the past years,
St. Mary Wilkes-Barre hosted
two of the graduates who were
assigned to the parish: Deacon
Matthew Snowden and Subdeacon Joseph Hazar.
Following the graduation

there was a banquet to honor
the graduating students. The
photograph below, taken during
the banquet, shows the Very Rev.
David Hester; Archimandrite
Zacharias; Professor Christopher Veniamin, Professor of Patritics at St. Tikhon’s Seminary;
and Igumen Sergius, the Hegoumen of St. Tikhon’s Monastery
at the banquet.
At the end of the Graduation,
all of the Antiochian Orthodox
gathered for the group photo
above.

Icons in Dome of St. Mary,
Wilkes-Barre
At the beginning of Great
Lent, 2011, icons were placed
in the dome of St. Mary’s in
Wilkes-Barre. This project was
planned for over a year, and part
of the preparation was having
the dome repaired and repainted. The project was inspired
by the icons from the dome of
St. George Orthodox Church
in Troy, Michigan. The twentyfour icons were written by the
iconographer Ivan Roumiansev
of South Canaan, Pennsylvania.
The icons were given in memory
of many of the parishioners who
had reposed over the years and
for some of their families.
The initial part of the project was completed in the fall of
2006, when the icon of Christ
the Pantokrator was placed in
the center of the dome. Though
the dome was built in 1968, the
work was never completed.
The twenty-four icons in the
dome are centered in the east,
with the Icon of the Theotokos,
with her arms raised in prayer
towards her Son, and with the
Archangels Michael and Gabriel
on either side of her. Then on
either side are the icons of the
twelve Apostles, with Saint Peter
and Saint Paul as the first on either side. These icons represent
the Church of the New Testament.
The icon of Saint John the
Baptist, the last of those preparing the way of the Lord, is
in the center of of the western
side. On either side of him are
the prophets, with the Prophet
and King, David, on one side

the interior of the dome by the
A.H. Smith Company of WilkesBarre, directed by Joe Dotzel,
which also did the repair work
and repainting of the dome.
The project has been wellreceived by the parishioners and
all who see the dome are deeply
moved by its beauty.

Church of the
Annunciation, Calgary,
Alberta, Congratulates
2011 H.S. and University
Graduates
and the Prophet and King, Solomon, on the other. Then there
are the prophets Elias, Moses,
Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and Jonah. These icons represent the
Church of the Old Testament,
which prepared the way for the
Lord. These particular prophets
are those whose texts are read
during the season of the Great
Fast and of the Great and Holy
Week.
The icons are each over six
feet tall, as can be seen in the
photograph of Father David
with the icon of the Prophet
and King, David, and they fit between the twenty-four ribs of the
dome. The icons were painted
on canvas and then attached to

The clergy and people of
Church of the Annunciation,
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, congratulate the 12 high school
and university graduates, and
their families, for passing this
milestone in their education. Although graduates may have many
different future plans or possible career paths, they are told
to keep their focus on CHRIST.
Sometimes circumstances do
not make sense, and the future is
uncertain, but the main focus is
to work hard. Therefore, no matter the level or degree, graduates
are advised always to surrender
to Christ and serve Him by using
the gifts and talents he has given
to each.
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Lord, save Thy

people and bless Thine
inheritance. Grant
victories to the Orthodox
Christians over their

Courtesy of Come and See Icons

adversaries; and by the
virtue of Thy Cross,
preserve Thy habitation
(Troparion).
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