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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

CELEBRATING THE HOLY PROPHET MOSES

EXODUS 12:1 – 15:21,   OSB SEPTUAGINT OLD TESTAMENT 

The birth of Moses was spectacular, as was his whole life. He was born during a time when

infant sons of the Hebrew clan, were systematically murdered by the command of the Egyptian

Pharaoh. And how did this defenseless child survive slaughter and the Nile? By the prayers of

his mother, the caring heart of a watchful sister, Miriam, a floating baby crib, an Egyptian

princess, and foremost, Divine Providence. At journey’s end, this special baby was discovered

by an Egyptian princess, who named him Moses – “the one who comes out of the water”. 

The marvel of Mose’s story to adult-hood, amazes and explains much.  As a gifted young man,

he witnessed the harsh, unfair, and heavy yoke of slavery, was a highly intelligent student

superior to his teachers, and revealed good military skills. Once when gifted a golden, idol-

bearing crown by Pharaoh, he rejected it by trampling it underfoot. In his final days with

Pharaoh, Moses witnessed a Hebrew slave being beaten by his master.  He responded by killing

the abuser and burying him in the sand. But someone witness this event, and let Pharaoh

know. Moses was forced to flee.  Yet these trying days, soon became his new beginning.  This

once obscure shepherd, son of a slave, was soon to become a major figure in the Old

Testament.  With the hand of His One God guiding him, he soon liberates the Jewish nation of

twelve tribes, from their forced enslavement, leading them to the freedom of their own

restored land. 

Moses is memorable for many things. His bringing of the Ten Commandments, inscribed in

stone tablets, the walls of water crushing Pharaoh's chariots, and the flaming bush that did not

burn, yet spoke to him, saying , “I am the One God of your father—the God of Abraham, the

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  Yet, for this letter, let’s focus on his command to Pharaoh

to let his people go and in particular, the tenth plague. For it brought the Angel of Death for the

first-born of each household and initiated the Jewish holiday called Passover. Why Passover?

For on this same day, the Angel of Death passed over the Hebrew households who smeared the

blood of a lamb over the wooden door, in the form of a cross. For the Jew, Passover is a day of

rejoicing, a day for eating lamb in remembrance of the Lord’s mercy, the day Pharaoh relented,

and the Exodus out of bondage and toward the “Promised Land”, began.
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Yet the Orthodox Church views Passover with a differing perspective. Let's turn to one of the

informational study boxes found in the OSB – Old and New Testament.  Here we read how the

Orthodox Church views the Resurrection of Jesus Christ and His life-giving blood, to be the

eternal promise of Passover. It is a celebration of the steadfast love and devotion of the Word

of God Incarnate, our Lord Jesus Christ, to His people.  It foreshadowed that by the spilling of

His blood and water on His Cross, we:  1) become saved to life, by His death, 2) receive the promises

of His Cross and Resurrection, 3) are sent the Holy Spirit, and 4) given the promised hope of

Paradise re-opened.  The Grace of Passover, and His love for us, being fulfilled. 

Thus, Jesus Christ, through His Incarnation, is our Passover and perfect sacrificial lamb of

Pascha. Only through this divine Person, called the Christ, can we be set free from the wrongful

fear of death, sins against the Law, and tempting suggestions of the devil. As St. Paul exclaims,

“Christ, our Passover was sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast” (1 Cor. 5:7, 80 for

“through His(Jesus) death and Resurrection, Mary’s “firstborn son” (Luke 2:7) becomes “the

firstborn from the dead” (Col. 1:18). 

Therefore, let us remain in constant remembrance of Jesus and His being our Christ. For He is

our One hope and Son of His eternal Father.  Let us continually be renewing ourselves through

participation in the Holy Mysteries of His Church. For if the “type” of the Passover – the blood

of the Lamb in the form of a Cross – had such great power, much more does the reality.  For

the blood of the Lord, mixed with the waters of the Holy Spirt, is the life-giving blood of our

salvation, washing our hearts to be made beautiful, even more gleaming than gold ( from

Homilies on St. John . XLVI.3; see Rev. 1:5; 7:13, 14). 

 

MOSES, A FAITHFUL FRIEND AND SEER OF THE ONE GOD

Revered throughout the ages, Moses is a worthy

father figure, one to be imitated.  A shining example 

of the Lord’s compassionate Grace working in our life. 

May we remain steadfast in the Peace and Promise of His Incarnation.

Sincerely – Paul
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